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EDITORIAL
A POLICY FOR THE BRITISH WORKER

HA'I" exactly is the worker in Britsin w do to-day?

We in a monthly journal cannor carry on agitation
on every issue that affects the waorkers in that way that
a daily paper or even a weekly can.  We have rather
to sketch the main lines of development {rom month 1o
month, draw the political conclusions and point out the
necessary action, immediate and future. At the present
time the British worker is in a state of uncertainty,
particularly the British worker who is a member of his
Trade Union and Labour Party, sces that economic and
political events are moving at a bewtlderingly fast rate,
and is ready to take action, but does not know exactly
what action. Arguments for and against unity bewilder
him. The furre is sull darker.

First of all there is his economic position.  There
is a boom, there is trade recovery. The capitalist press
sings the praises of the National Government, the whole-
sale and retail dealers raise prices, particularly the prices
of food which the poor have ro buy. An cxtra penny
on the Joaf, an extra tuppence on bacon, is nothing to
the man with a thousand a year. Tt hits the worker
hard, it is despair for the housewife on the dole, for the
thousands in the depressed areas.  The inevitable result
of this recovery will be a series of strikes. The workers
in cvery industry are moving already. In some industrics

as cotton and the building trades, the employers have
forestalled this inevitable movement by offering small
increases so as to pin the workers down before they feel
the full effect of the risc in prices. In others, like the
raillways, the struggle is on.  The workers will ight. And
they can fight with the greater confidence because at
the present ume the ruling class do not want more in-
dustrial unrest than they can help. The European situa-
tion is (00 uncertain, war too imminent. A year or two
before the last war, the workers were ar grips with the
ruling class.  But the Asquith Government invited the
Labour leaders to a conference, told them of the approach-
g war and asked them to do their best 10 sertle the
disputes on behalf of the unity of the naten. These
Labour leaders agreed.

The lesson is important 1o remember to-day. The
war situation is far more urgent than it was then. And
as the struggle over wages develops, openly and secretly
1hc bourgeoisic will appeal to the labour leaders for

“ reasonableness™ and “ understanding” and “common
sacrifice 7 (by which they mean workers’ wages) in face
ol the common danger. For us the difficultics of the

bourgcoisic are the opportunides of the workers. No
agreements must stand in the way of the workers’ demands.
There 1s a boom, the employer has less excuse than ever




for keeping the worker on low wages, and anxious for the
<ake of increasing business and for rearmament, 1o prevent
strikes, can be attacked with greater prospect of success.

But this boom must be scen for what it is.  As every
worker knows from experience, if not from Marxian
economics, capitalism progresses by spells of crisis and
boom, depression and recovery. ‘The characteristic of
capitalism in decline is crisis after crisis. One of the
greatest crists of capitalism brought the last war in the
frantic competition for markets (e.g. in the Near East)
sources of raw materials (e, in Africa) and control of
industrial centres {e.g. Alsace-Lorraine).  The sccond
manifestation of this decline was the world wide un-
employment and depression which began in 1920. We
are supposed to be getting out of it now. How? One
way is by the colossal expenditure on armaments for
a war still vaster than the lasr one, for war is ulrimately
the only merhod of redivision of markers, sources of raw
material, ete.  But this brings its own reward, Expenditure
on armaments only piles up a greater crisis for the future.
Broadly speaking money invested on ships, mines or coffee
brings some return which in ordinary times enables pro
duction to be continued. But investments in armaments
bring no return, and arc a steady drain on the resources
of the country. A similar reason prevented the National
Government {rom spending money on vast public works
10 increasc cmployment ; Baldwin and Chamberlain know
that this is no remedy.  ‘They nnderstand capitalism to-day
well enough 1o know that there is little in the idea of
stimulating production and increasing confidence by that
sort of expenditure, For them the unemployed worker has
his dole.  What more does he want?  But when it comes
to armaments, there they cannot wait.  For with the
war coming, they must have their arms whatever crisis
it may bring in the funwre. That crisis however is certain.

But there is a second point to be noticed about the
boom. Formerly when capitalism was progressive, a boom
always was powerful cnough to absorb many of the un-
employed and develop production 10 a pitch higher than
it was before the intermediate depression.  To-day this is
not so. Boom or crisis, Britain has its permanent millions
of unemployed. America remains with over 12 millions
unemployed.  Fven with the artificial assistance of re-
armament, the bankruptcy of the system remains. Al
of us, who are thinking further than the end of our noses,
must bear that in mind.  The bankruptey of the system
remains and the bankruptcy of the capitalist system is
not a tiresome phrase that we repeat for cffect because
Marx p-ophesied it, beciuse Lenin and Trowsky said it.
Ultimatcly, it was the cause of the victory of the workers
in Russia, of their defeat and prostration in Italy, in
Poland, in China, in Portugal, in Germany. Tt is the
cause of the terrific struggle in Spain to-day of the
preparations for the final struggle in France. When an
economic system is bankrupt, the rulers and the exploited
in country after country arc driven to sharper and sharper
conflict, and one side must ultimately establish a dictator-
ship, the ruling class to preserve the old order, the workers
and cxploited, if victorious, to cstablish the new order—
which to-day is-—Socialism.

In getting our minds clear politically therefore we must
get our fundamentals right.  Capitalism is bankmpt, the
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boom gives us all an opportunity to struggle at once for
better wages.  But that is necessarily temporary. The
crisis will break upon us in the ncar future with greater
inensity than ever, either in a depression more devastating
than the last or in its most acute form, imperialist war.
There is no escape from the ultimate choice, either the
ruling «lass maintains its power, or the working class takes
power. This translated into political terms means only
one thing—thar democracy, parliamentary democracy is
doomed. The struggle to day and in the future is between
bourgeois dominarion, Fascism, or workers’ power, Social-
ism. Capiralism is bankrupt and this means that parlia-
mentary democracy is bankrupt also.  The National Gov-
ernment by its Sedition Bill, its Public Owder Bill, its
method of dismissing the dockyard mien, is petting irs
weapons ready to strike at the workers. Burt it these do not
hold the workers down, overnight Moslev’s bands will in-
crease tenfold and Brirish Capitalism will use the same
methods as Iadian. German and Spanish Capitalism. 1f
proof is wanted, why have the British ruling class come
to terms with Mussolini, why are they Hitler’s apologists,
why do they support Franco, why do they turn a blind
cye to all thar Hitler and Mussolini are doing in Spain?
They are the enemies of democracy abroad and as soon
as their power is threatened at home, they will be its
bitterest enemies here.

What then becomes of the war for democracy? I
even a4 Labour Government comes into power, British
capitalism, with its need for markets, control of sources
of raw muaterial, cte, remains the same.  Did they change
in 192419317 Tbe French Popular Front Government
is rearming with might and main in the same way as
the British National Government.  And the cause is the
same in both countries---the bankruptey of the capitalist
system. Ter us agree ar once on this -— 10 fight for
democracy 1s 10 attempt to preserve capitalism.  To admit
that capitalism is bankrupt, and then fight to preserve
it is hypocrisy or ignorance.  The Liberals know that
the war is coming and they want to have a good excuse
for fighting. "T'hey have to fall back on democracy as
in 1914, the same dirty old swindle. They cannot fight
for democracy on the side of Germany. So they want
an alliance with democratic France and the Soviet Union.
Citrine, Bevin and the Labour leaders want the same
Stalin, and the millions of Russian bureaucrats, satisfied
with their power and privileges in Russia as Citrine, Bevin
and the others here, want the same alliance. And this
United Front, of Stafford Cripps, Maxton and Pollitt,
what is their war policy? They too want an alliance
between the democratic countries and Russia.  Every one
of them will admit in words that Capitalism is bankrupt,
bur despite the disaster of the last war for democracy,
they will go into this one again. The new United Front
will not support the Natdonal Government’s rearmameny,
but if it can put a Labour Government into power, it
will support rearmament. The thinking worker must ask
himself.  “ Why should T support capitalist rearmament
under any circumstances? If capitalism were overthrown
in Britain and we had a Workers' Stare here, I can sce
sense in fighting for that. It offers a hope for the future.
But whether T fight under Baldwin and Dutf-Cooper, or
under Attlee, Bevin, Cripps, Strachey and Pollitt, T am
fighting for what? For a system that is bankrupt, for a
system that brought the great crisis that is heading for
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anew war. A change of government under parthamentary
democracy docs not alter the fundamentals of the system.”
That is the only henest and intelligent view. The palicy
of the worker at the present should therefore be as follows:
Wherever he i1s he will support the struggle for better
wages and democratic rights,  While sceing democracy
for what it is, he will realisc thar ir is a form of government
which offers better opportunities for workers” struggle
than Fascism and he will oppose every attempt that the
capitalists make to weaken it. That is a vastly different
thing {rom fighting an imperialist war on  behalf  of
democracy. 'Fhe worker will realise also that Capitalism
in its cfforts to destroy the workers’ movement will be
compelled to show its hand morc openly and will have
more difficulty in orpanising an assault on the workers,
if a Lahour Government is in power.  So the worker will
fight 10 replace the National Government by & Labour
Goverminent.  IMe can exercise more pressure on it. Bul
the moment this or any other Government talks about
rearmament, the clear thinking worker will oppose with
all his force this attempt 10 use workers in defence of a
bankrupt system.

‘Thar is the main palitical line for the coming period.
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That line can be foughr for anvwhere, i the Labour
Partv or out of it. It is the correcr hme. But 11 does not
go all the wav.  The best place w0 pur this line into
practiice s inside a revolurtonary pary, which knows how
to fight on immediate assues, o defend (he democratic
rights of the workers and at the same tme w prepare
for the unrelenting struggle against Capitalism and par-
ticularly apainst capiralist war. There is a vast deal of
confusion among the workers ar present. As the war
approaches, the Labour leaders edge closer rowards the
British bourgeoisic.  The Srtalinist bureaucracy does the
same and sends the C.P. the same way. The LL.P.
edges closer to the C.P. Cripps and Maxwn and Pollitr
for all their aggressive words will make the imperialist
war, from the left instcad of from the right. Now that
the war approaches Cripps drops his revolutionary pose
quickly enough and is for a ‘“rcal V" collective security
instead of a “false.”  Pack of lies and nonsense. We
wha see these people for shat they are must firmly bur
quickly co operate and lay the foundation of the new
party.  There are thousands in Britasin who understand
the position. Tt is our unity and co-operation which iy
the uniry most needed by the workers ar the present time.

NOTES OF THE MONTH

THE MOSCOW TRIAL

VERY political move in Europe is a prepararion for

the coming world war.  The Moscow “Irial is no
exception.

Stalin is looking ahead, preparing to meet the changes
coming with a period of universal armed struggle. A
nationalistic policy for Russia in wartime must clash
violently with the deep-seated internationalism of the
Russian working class,  Already events in Spain  arc
menacing the {oundations ol the policy ol “ socialism in
one country.” Stalin hastens to destroy the © old guard ”
of Bolshevism, lest its tradition and inside knowledge
of his manoctivres sets a spark to the dynamite of prole-
tarian internationalism, before or during the second world
war.

THE FOREIGN ENLISTMENT RBILL

HE LIL.P. is hoping to fight this Bill on the legal

ground that ir does not cover enlistment in civil war,
We support this fight, but since it would be casy for the
Government 1o tighten up the Bill, by an amendment,
we feel that the fight must be a political one also. We
must use every means —— trade union agitation, protest
meetings, pressure on Labour M.P.s; etc, to fight the
Foreign Enlistment Bill, which is a direct attack on work-
ing class liberty. It is yet one more instance, like the
Political Uniforms Bill, of how the Government, under
the guise of “ nu favouritism for either stde” is steadily
cutting down the right of the workers to organise, nationally
or internationally, while leaving the Fascists to do pract-
cally as they like. The Government made no effort to
get any kind of promise from Germany and Ttaly to stop

volunreering, before passing the Bill.  They were not
concerned  with *“isolaung  the conflicr in Spain™ or
“ keeping the peace of Europe ” but simply with putting
a stop to the fine spirit of international working class
solidarity shown by the workers of England who wish to
g0 1o the help of the workers in Spain.

One further point should be noted. The French
Poputar I'ront Government is ranged beside the National
Government on this question.  They have already passed
a Bill making it possible to ban volunteers at @ moment’s
notice. This Bill was passed unanimously-—all the French
C.P. Deputies voting for it.

This Bill does not, however, hecome operative until
Germany, Portugal and Traly stop sending men to Spain,
but it means that in principle the C.P. of France has
agreed to the ban.

THE L.C.C. ELECTIONS IN MARCH

HE reaction of the capitalists o a Labour administra-

tion is always a good barometer for judging the
militancy of that administration. This is clearly shown
by the response of the City to rhe big L.C.C. loan last
Sceprember.  This loan, for £10,000,000 bearing interest
at 4%, was tremendously oversubscribed and the lists
closed in half an hour. The City knows its money is
perfectly safe with the Labour L.C.C. All capitalists
know that if T.abour is in power on the L.C.C. for ten
vears it will not have brought us one step nearer Socialism.

Nevertheless, we urge every worker to vote for Labour
in the March elections, and to scc that everyone he knows
also votes.  Working always on strictly orthodox capitalist
lines, Labour has done a great deal for London. They
have at least made a start on slum clearance and re-
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housing, though il they had been less orthodox they
could have done far more. The insistence on a good
return for money invested still makes the rent of L.C.C,
flats far 100 high for the majority of workers. They
have tackled the problem of newer and better schools,
and their refusal 1o spend public money on Cadet Corps
is wholly admirable. We only hope they will stick to it
in the face of the Labour Party’s support for re-armament.

Our policy in the L.C.C, elections is, as in all elections,
critical support for the Labour candidares. Reformism
cannot and will not give tho workers Socialism, bur it
must be given a chance to prove this in practice before
the workers will lose their faith in Reformism and tn
to the revolutionary alternative.

THE DOCKYARID DISMISSALS

N America, employers campaign against trade unionism,

with the help of government forces. In Britain, with
the trade union movement under the control of the em-
ploying class, by rcason of the subservience of the 'T.U.C.,
that class 15 content 1o victimise individual militant trude
unionists.  For example, the government dismisses from
naval dockyards trade unionists suspected of anti-govern-
ment activirics,

FEBRUARY, 1037

Acts ol sabotuge such as tampering with battheship
machinery are certainly not in the interest of the National
Government and British capitalism.  But a formal logi
which insists that therefore such acts are in the interest
of the working class is lalse, for the following reasons:

In the first place, as long as the masses of workers ate
toiling to produce fresh battleships and other machinery
for capiralism’s slavery, no amount of damage by indi-
viduals will paralyse its armamems, In the sccond place,
the purely negative character of acts of sabotage leaves
the masses of the people out of account. The masses
must find therr own government, if arms are to be used
in the cause of socialism, just as the means of production
must be under workers” control if they are o be used
for the common good. The machine wreckers of capital
ism’s early days destroyed industrial machinery in a mis
guided etfort 1o (ree themselves from wage slavery., Some
workers 10-day may seek 10 damage battlesbip machinery
in order to free their fellowmnen from the 1uin of imperialist
conflict.  If so, they are cqually misguided.  The primary
need of all workers s a mass struggle, at the point of
production and in the streets, for their own sovier state
And the creation of that workers” state requires the destnie
tion not of technical machinery, but of the legal and
bureaucratic machinery of the capitalist state.

THE SECOND MOSCOW TRIAL

N 1934, Kirov was assassinated. White Guards were

at first said 10 be instrumental in it, and the Latvian
Consul was implicated. But alter a matter of six wecks,
Zinoviev and Kamenev were found to be “indirectly ”
responsible, and Trotsky was brought in through a mys
terious lerrer, though like a number of letters that Trotsky
was later supposed to have written, this onc was never
produced.

Over a hundred communisis were shot as a result
of that assassination, Zinoviev and Kamenev sent into
exile in Siberia, and a great * purge ” throughout the
country took place, which meant more shooting and im-
prisonment of unknown men.

The trial in August “established ™ that Zinoviev and
Kamnenev were directly responsible for the shooting of
Kirov, and that they planned to murder Stalin, Voroshilov
and Kaganovich and then to scize power themselves. They
had no political programme to put in the place of
“ Socialism in a Single Country,” they had no mass
support, they could see that everybody loved Comrade
Stalin's socialism, but, stupid fellows, the had a “ lust for
power ” which led them to terrorism.  ‘The attempt to
frame-up Trotsky was sharper. He arranged the assassina-
tion of Kirov, and attempted the assassinations (over a
period of four years with innumerable *“ agents” to do the
job) of Stalin and Vorolishov. But these two bore charmed
lives, they were always too far away or their cars went
o fast. Trotsky plotted with the sccret Nazi police.
All this was ““established > at the August trial, only no
evidence was brought forward except the bare statements

of the accused, which were extraordinary fragmentary,
often completcly contradictory, and casily proved to be
the fabrications of the G.P.U#  Zinoviev and Kameney
were shot and 11 other prisoners with thermn,  Tomsky,
implicated in the trial, commirted suicide. A further
purge took place; more shooungs, more imprisonments.
Now we have the prescut trial in which 13 more old
revolutipnaries, including Platakov and Screbryakov have
been murdered, and Sokolnikov and Radek and wwo lesser
known revolutionaries imprisoned for ten  years.  The
crimes put down to these men grow more extravagant
Not only terrorism now and working with the Gestapo,
but working with fapan too, promising to give away
large portions of territory ac the end of the war, plot-
ting with these enemics of the Soviet Union.  TFhese
men with their long history as revolutionaries, what was
it w them to help in the plans of a new imperialist
slaughter 10 which the blood bath of 1914 would not
compare? Nothing at all!  To prove that, they are
responsible for train wrecks (the Daily Worker tells you
all about maimed girls and children they tried to murder)
for industrial carastrophies, for ruined crops. Trotsky, of
course, is the greatest monster of all.  But we have no
reasonable motive except “lust for power.”  Yet it is
well to note that among the accused in these trials, there

¥ For a profound and detailed analysis of the *' ecvidence”

and restimony in the August trial, we swrongly recommend
our readers ** Behind the Moscow Trial—The Greatest Frame-up
in History,” hy Max Shachrmman.  Unfortunately we pave the
price of thiv i our last issue as 6/-. It is only 1/3d, and i
obtainable from The Marxist Group, 25, Aubert Park, Highbury,
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is not 1o be found a sinpgle former kulak, manuiacturer,
banker, Czarist, White Guard, Menshevik, Social Revo-
lutionary, anarchist, or any other one-rime opponent of
the Russian Revaluton and the Sovier regime.  All of
them, except of course the obvious G121, agents, were
tricd old Bolsheviks.

The purge poing on is more far reaching than before,
Everywhere according to the testimony of the Sovicet
press arselt, in every big town, in every agriculiural area,
in big factories, in all indusrries, Trotskyists  cxist.
Thotskyism has been liguidated “finally and irrevocably,”
as “finally and irrevocably ” as Socialism has been estab-
lished rime withuot number since ‘Lrotsky was expelled
in 1927. A classless Socicty exists, according o the
official reports, cveryone is “ happy and joyous” and
sngmg anthems of praise to Stalin, yer everywhere the
purge has to go on ; more shootings and more hnprison
ments.  And this is not the end.  Further frame ups
are being prepared.  Bucharin and General Putna—and
fiteralle hundreds of lesser known communists—are now
under arrest,  Any breath of criticism against the system
is Trorskyism, is terrorism,  This state of affairs is what
these sharueless burcaucrais of the Sovier Union and their
hirelings in the Comintern have the impudence o ¢all
sodalism.  The trial 15 an indictment not of the socialist
sysiem but of the rortenness of the regime of the Soviet
burcaucrars.  The wide discontent of the masses has been
laid bare before the whole world.

‘the Daily Worker, brazen as ever, says the tial is a
blow for peace, for socialism and democracy. For Peace!
By the trial and its attendanm terrorism, Stalin attempts
o wipe ont in the Sovier Union any possible rallying
centre tor working class international action during the
next war.  That war for him is a war of national defence.
He will keep faith with his imperialist allies, and no
revolitionary flag will be borne on the bayonets of the
Russian army.

Troiskyism stands for world revolution. Tt is the
chief encmy to-day for the bourgeoisic and for the
betraying Third International.  ““ Torn tmperialist war
inlo civil war.”  The Trotskyists alone raise Lenin’s
slogan.

The brazen slanderers of the Comintern call Trotsky
Fascist, 'I'rotskyists, agents of Fascism. They bring forward
no prool in their mock trials, because there is no proof.
They know the 1rue revolutionary character of Trotsky's
writing and teaching.  But they have to cover up their
own vile treachery to the working class, and the further
they go along the counter-revolutionary path, the louder
they howl against Troisky, the dirtier the slanders they
hurl against him.

‘They call 1'rowsky Fascist.  They who in the U.S.A.
are ready to ally themselves 10 “sprouting Fascists,” in
France with “ all sincere Frenchmen ” including the Croix
de Feu and the Nuational Volunteers, in Italy with the
“Old Guard ™ as well as young Fascists.

The betrayal of the working class can only be done
by the working class leaders. In 1914, the bourgeoisic

used rhe Social Democracy. In the coming war, their
chief manipulators will be the Communist Party leaders.

FIGHT

Every artcle in the Daily Worker on the uial ended
with an incitement  against Trotsky and  Trotskyists.
Trotsky's lile (s tn danger from the official communists.
We hiere are prepared for thew o attempt the persecution
of our comrades.  They have done it elsewhere, they
will do ir here.  In Spain to-day, with lies and slander
and demagogy, they incite the workers w shoot the
revolunonary fighters of P.O.U.M.

The trials are a pledge from the Stalinists 1o the
bourgeoisic of their good faith as allies in the coming war.

As soon as we have the official account of the mial we
shall publish a detailed analysis.  Unless one uses their
own documents the Stalinists can always escape exposure
by denial.

TROTSKY DEFENCE MEETING

Five to six hundred people took part in a meeting at the

Memorial Hall on Wednesday, February ioth, calling for

the defence of Leon Trotsky. A resolution put 1o the

meeting, asking for international working class mvestiga-

tion into the charges made against Trotsky at the Moscow
Trial was carried by an overwhelming majority.

A FUND FOR FIGHT

ESPITE the large sums that we receive, ac-

cording to the Stalinists, from Hitler's secret
police, we are wery poor.  Subscriptions from
members and sympathisers help to keep this jour-
nal going. We are fighting a fight in which the
odds against us are terific. The bourgeoisie,
from the Faycists to the Liberals, and the working
class leadership from the Labour Party to the
Communist Party all are out to defeat us with
enery weapon in their power, because we repre-
sent the socidlist revolution and opposition to
all Imperialist wars. Winston Churchill, Booth-
by, Sir Bernard Pares ; these members of the
bourgeoisic have already warned against us on
the public platform as the real vevolutionary
communists, while the Communist Party has to
slander us as Fascists to cover up from  the
working class its own counter-revolutionary réle.
If you, our readers, understand the enormity of
our task, and accept that a new revolutionary
party has to be built, and built quickly in this
country, we ask you to send us a donation. If
you send only sixpence, we shall be very grateful.
We are planning to vet up a headquarters in
London next month, wwhere there will be files
of working class newspapers and journals for
reference, where our literature will be sold, where
we can hold forums, discussions and educational
casses.  We want money for that. We want
money for our paper. We want money for Leon
Trotsky’s Defence. We want money to send to
Spain.  Help us if you can. Send to the Marxist i

Group, 25 Aubert Park, Highbury, N 5.
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FOR WORKERY’

CEN CATATLONTA we have just passed through a crise

in the government of the Generality, This was 2
counter revolutionary crisis, provoked in order to eliminate
our party. It was resolved by {orming a new compromise
government based on fundamental dissentions that will
incvitably provoke a new crisis.  This should receive the
serious arrention of the workers in Cartalonia and Spain,
Who really directs our political destinies in this govern-
ment? - Who hoelds the power?

In Cataloma, there are certamn widely held beliets
which are quite erroneous . that the workers” revolunion
can be realised from  above, that the Counal of the
Generality 15 a government which can achieve the 1evo-
hation 5 thar because the trade unions hold the majoriry
in the government the working class has the power, These
ideas are completely wrong and must be corrected.

It was the working class that stopped the military
fascist uprising on the 19th July and conquered important
positions 1n all fields.  We have taken over factorics,
shops and all means of production in general.  To-day
we have arms in our hands and are strugpling at the
front against fascism.  We hold strategic posinions in the
State apparatus and in the Public Safety, 1 the miliias,
in the economy and the workers also control many of the
governmental departments.  Bur wath all this we do naot
have the power.  We can stll lose the revohution.  “The
Italian workers after the war, also took over the land,
the mines, the factories and the workshops.  They also
had the arms, and sull they lost their revolution. It is
true that they had no mimsters in the government, but
this is of lrtle importance. Tt is the fighting power of
the workers in the streets which determines the sirength
or weakness of a government and a movement.  Participa-
ton in a govermment 1s no guarantee of revolutionary
strenpgth as was the case with social democracy in a whole
series of countries. It is also possible to be outside of
the povernment altogether and have an  overwhelming
power, like the Bolshevik Party of 191,

The working class of Catalonia and of Spain must
clearly face the question of power. Even holding the
means of production and exchange, the arms, and a secure
place in the bourgeois state, they can stll lose the revolu
non. For the trinmph of the revolutionary movement
ir is absolutely necessary that the working class take full
power, and destroy the capitalist state.

The capiwlist state power inclides the legislative,
executive and judicial branches. To hold 1wo or three
cabinct scats does not destroy the cupitalist power, and
to think rhar it does would lead (o catasrrophic results.
This does not mean to abandon these sears and govern-
mental posts already held by the workers.  On the con-
trary.  The workers have won Incalenlable advanrtages
in the streets ; the power, in fact, is stll held by control
of the streets, and the Council seats now held by revo-
lutionaries are conquests which must be held and defended
by blood and fire.  So long as they remain faithful w the
revolutionary proletariat, they can be useful to the workers’
cause.  Irom the Council of the Generality they can
always sce that the revelutionary achievements are not
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DEMOCRACY IN SPAIN

FOR AN ASSEMBLY  OF WORKERS
PEASANTS AND SOLDIERS

Thiv month we reprim an article frem “ The Spanish
Revolution,” the Engplish cdition of P.OUM. (The Workers’
Party for Marxist Unity), copies of which can be obtained
from rhe Marxist Group, 25 Aubert Park, Highbury, In our
December issue, we criticised P.OUM. for taking office in a
government which was a bourgeois capitalist government despite
the working ddaxs reproventatives in 1. Now the government
with the collaboration of the P.S.U.C. (the Spanish Communist
Party) has expelled P.OU.M. Evenrs huve therefore forced
P.OUM. ro adopr ¢ correct position in regard to the Spanish
Government.  This document clearly and concretely points the
way to the wesw organ of power which must be created by the
revolutton and which will be its solid puarantee.  This is what
distinprishes P.OU M. from the republicans, the official com-
munists and the reformist socialists whae ave fighting for the
democratie republic which existed before Tuly. It is for this
that P.OUM. journals are suppresed, for this, for calling for
Warkers' Power, that the Stahinists dub P.OUM. as an agent
of Hiter, und incite the working class to pogroms against it
P.OUM. is likely to be made illegal, as the Rolvhevik Party
was aade legal in Augroe 1917 by the Kerensky government
in conpunction with the Mensheviks and the Social Revolution-
aries.  The PS.U.C. calls for a * strong government” which
woulid do thiv job, which could be wved agatnst the c1eative
revolutionury bupube of the working class, which would puw
the militias into a regular army wunder the thumbs of professional
malitarises, und which wouldd agree 10 an armistice and plebiscite
sponsmed by the Imperialists at Geneva. Apainst these betrayals
and treachery, to save the revolution, the workers must finish up
with bourgeois parliamentary democracy and i1ake the power
into their ouwn hands.  The future of the revolution and the

working masses in Spain depends upon thewr understanding
of this.

confined within the bourgeois democracy and the capitalist
state,  Parliament must be destroyed at Madrid as well
as Barcelona. It is completely out of date ; we cannot
rely upon it.  Our strength, the strength of the revolution,
lies in the working class irself. It lies in the workshop
cormitiees, which sprang, up spontaneously, in the peas-
ants’ assemblies, which have taken over the land, and in
the fighters ar the front

The revolution must be saved, and it can only be
saved by organising it. It cannot be left o its own free
spontaneity. It must be organised.

Ounly the workers, peasants and soldiers can save the
revolution.  The factory comminees, the peasant assem-
blics, and delegates from the front must be united in 2
great orpanisanion that will guarantee the revolution, that
will he the democratic expression of the working masses,
that will be a substitute for the broken down bourgeois
parliament, and that will be the organ of the new workers
power.

The revoluuon, started on the 19th of July as a direa
conseguence of the military fascist uprising, is passing
through serious moments, The capitalist class, terrorized
during the first phase of the movement, is now trying to
raisc its head, working its way back into the new institu-




L B

FEBRUARY, 1937.

FIGHT 1

-

tions created by the revolution and reoccupying, the
strategic position it had los.  Of course, it does not reve:sl
s intemions openly, but rather, as is customary in all
popular revolutions, it uses middle class and even working
class parties and groups 1o carry our this hidden work
the more effectively and unbampered.

Their design is especially favoured by the unusval
situation created by the war. The absolute necessity of
winning it as well as the special requirements and com-
plicated problems which it raises, lead to situation which,
if skillfully handled, may find the masses easily swayed and
may favour the plans of those who are trying to strangle
the revolution, confining it within the channel of the demo-
cratic republic.  The working class should realise that its
whole future is being decided, that the war and the revolu-
tion are inseparable and that only by destroying the roots
at the base of the capitalist repime can the possibility of a
fascist victory be destroyed.

If fascism did not triumph completely on the 19th of
July, that is only due to the heroic might of the working
class, which, abandoned and without arms, was able to
block the fascist advance and, wking the arms from the
enemy, o destroy the sources of power of the old regime
and 1o abolish the rights of privare property and 10 initiate
4 profound revolnion.

In these historical moments the working class came to
control the absolute hegemony of the revolutionary move-
ment, and the middle class parties, which the working
class had followed for years, disappeared almost completely
{rom the political sceve.

‘They are now trying to undermine the positions cap-
tured by the workers, and in part they have suceeeded. The
Central government at Valencia, in spite of its composition,
is a typical “ national union ™ government, jealously pre-
serving the capitalist democratic constitution, which s
completely behind the times; 1his government differs in
o fundamental way from the former Peoples’ Front gov-
emment.  The government of Catalonia, although of ana-
logous composition, has been infinitely more progressive
than the Central Government, since it here has operated
in a different political climate, one determined by the
CN.T.#* and the P.O.U.M., which have held revolutionary
positions and have prevented the middle class ideology of
the Peoples’ Front (rom infecting the workers’ movement or
placing it at the service of the capitatist democratic
interests.

The elimination of the P.O.UM. from the Council of
the Generality is the first step in an extensive manoeuyre
which would Jead also to elimination of the C.N.T.; this

L]

move is designed to change the situation in Catalonia to
one more favourable to halting the revolution.

Under these circumstances the Cenrral Committee of
the P.O.U.M. believe that the most effective means of
combatting this extensive manocuvre and at the same time,
of consolidating the aims of the working class and giving
impetus to the revolutionary process, is to provide adequate
organs of expression for the revolutionary aspirations of the
working class, which constitute the basis of the future
regime. To maintin the bourgeois parliament at this
lime is an inconsistency which may prove fatal. The
democratic parliament is an instiition which belongs to

* The Anarchist Party.

HELP P.O.UM.

We have a letter from a comrade who has
gone to Barcelona asking urgently for money,
food and clothes for P.O.UM. There is
especially an urgent need for warm clothes,
including babics' and children’s woollies. You
want to help the Spanish workers in their
fight. You want to help P.O.U.M,, the only party
in Spain that approaches a revolutionary posi-
Lion by calling upon the workers to take power.
Send aid to them through THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAIL SPANISH COMMITTEE,
¢/o The Marxist Group, 25 Aubert Park,
Highbury. The committee will arrange the
collection of clothes if you send them a letter.
Buy the P.0.UM. bulletin, price 24, for news
of the Spanish revolution by the men who
are fighting in it.

the epoch prior to July 1gth.  Neither by its composition
nor its spirit can it meet the revolutionary needs of the
present moment.  ‘The new society will not be forged in
a parliament, but rather in a constituent assembly which
will lay the basis of a Spain freed from landlords and
capitalists, a Union of Socialist Republics.

The representarives to this assembly cannot be elected
under a system of universal suffrage, a survival of the
capitalist democratic regime, but should be chosen by the
workers, peasants and soldiers, represented by shop and
factory councils, peasant assemblies and delegates from the
front.  Iu is from this assembly that the new socialist
structure of the country, the workers’ and peasants’ govern-
ment should spring.  Such a government would represent
the will of rhe masses who are fighting against fascism
and oftering their blood, not for a democratic republic, but
for a society {rec of capitalist exploitation.

The Central Committee of the P.O.UM. believes,
finally, that a genuine workers’ democracy is an indis-
pensable condition for the decisive victory of the working
class and to guarantee the triumph of the revolution. It
would guarantce the revolution against all attempts  at
dictarorial control by certain parties and organizations. To
this end it is absolutely necessary to set up factory and
shop councils, elected directly by the workers themselves
in general assemblies called by the trade unions—in short
the whole working class must participate actively and
directly in the discussion and solution of the whole series
of problems which the war and the revolution have brought
before the country.

The basic aims of the moment are then:
1. Dissolution of the bourgeois parliament.

)

2. A constituent assembly of delegates of shop coun-

cils; peasants’ representatives, and of delegates from the
{ront.

3. A workers’ and peasants’ government—a workers’
democracy.
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Solidartdad  Obrera, the organ of the anarcho-syndi-
caltsts said in a recent article:

“The ume has come for complere Socialization of
production and consumption.  The municipalization of
real estate must be accelerated,  Banking also must be
socialized. The workers” arimy must be built immediately.
As soon as possible the National Revolutionary Congress
should be convened to put an end forever to the bourgeois
parliament.  Finally, we must note that once the revolu-
rion has started it must be carried through to i1ts con
clusion with all its consequences.™

This is the first nme the CN.T. press has come out
for a National Revolutionary Congress. They are 1o
be congratulated, for herein lies the possibility of achieving
the real working class revolution for which we have
struggled from the first.  From these lines, we can sece
that it is not just another protest against parliamentary
government such as the Anarchists repeatedly make, b
rather a recognition of the need of calling an assembly
which would spring from the new sitvation created since
July 19th.

Since then we have ceaselessly propagated the need
for new organs of power, of committees of  workers,
peasants and soldiers who wounld choose representatives
 neer i an assembly or congress and solve the problems
of buildmg the new socialist society.

We believe thar there is no one, except the Stalinists,
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or the worm-out liberal press, who defends the old parha-
ments of Spain and Catalonia.  The old  experienced
capitalist governments of Irance and England are nol
deceived by proposals w confine our revolurion to capitalist
democracy. They know what is what.  This childish
argument, 1o justfy the existence of the legal parliamenrs,
{ools no one.¥

What is certam is that the parliaments have not given
up their powers, and even if they do not exercise them
to-day, they may reappear to-morrow and attempt to
occupy their former position.  The very existence of the
Parliaments, even if they are asleep and inacdve, pre-
supposes that the old institutions of bourgeois demaocracy
are respected and preserved.  Furthermore, they stand
in the way of new bodies which are truly revolutionary.
These new bodies must be the sole organs of power and
the governing officials must be named by them.”

*Tu 1his conneciton 1t is interesting o note the statement
of J. L. Garvin in the Observer, January 17th, 1937:

1 there were w false truce now the fury would break ow
again.  This confher in ity namre will have to be fought ow
to some mare dectsive stage before there can be the least posu-
bility of peace by compromise. Nothing could be more ludricou
than the ignorant supgestion thar the majovity of the Spanish
people are neither Nationalist nor Red- whether in the Geom-
mitnist or AAnarchist sense—and that it 1s still possible to resiore
a sort of Liberal parliumentary regime worked by a party system
and [ree elections ' Editor.

No. 1.

LENIN

On Bourgeois Democracy And The Dictatorship Of The Proletariat

1. The imperialist war of 1914-18 has once and for
all disclosed to the most backward of the workers the
true naturc of bourgeots democracy, revealing it as nothing
less than a Capitalist dictatorship even in the freest re-
publics. In order that a German or an English group
of millionaires might be enriched, millions of men have
been murdered, and the military dicratorship of the capi-
1alist class has been established even in the freest republic.
Even after the defeat of Germany, this dictatorship s
sull kept up in the Entente countries. More than anything
else the war has served to open the eyes of the workers,
has stripped bourgeois democracy of its sham ornaments
and revealed to all the nations vast abysses of greed and
speculation during the war and because of it.  The bour
geoisie carried on the war in the name of liberty and
equality, and in rthar same name military contracrors have
amassed untold riches. No effor1 on the part of the
yellow Berne International will be able ro conceal from
the masses the plundering character, now definitely un-
masked, of bourgevis ‘liberty,” bourgeois “‘ equality ”
and bourgeois “ democracy.”

2. In Germany, which, in a capitalist sense is the
most highly developed country in Europe, the first months
of republican liberty, brought by the destruction of Im
perial Germany, showed the German working man and
the whole world, which class is actually dominant in the

bourgeois democratic republic. ‘The murder of Karl
Licbknecht and Rosa Luxembourg was an cvent of world
hisworic significance, not oniy because the best and leading
personalities of the real proletarian communistic Inter-
national were tragically done to death, but also the fore-
most European—one might say without exaggeration—the
foremost world stare—has revealed its class foundations
to the very roots. If persons under arrest, that is persons
under the protection of the State, can be murdered with
impunity by officers and capialists under a government
of social patriots, then it follows the democratic republic
under which such things happen is, in effect, a bourgeois
dictatorship. People who give vent to their indignation
at the murders of Karl Tiebknecht and Rosa Luxembourg,
but who have not grasped this truth, merely display either
their own stpidity or their own hypocrisy. In onc of
the freest and most advanced republics in the world, in
the German Republic, *“freedom ™ consists in the liberty
to kill with impunity the arrested leaders of the prolcetariat.
It will never be otherwise as long as capitalism is dominant,
since the development of democracy does not weaken the
class struggle but, on the contrary, aggravates it, undl, as
the result of war and its sequels, it has now reached
boiling point.

Throughour the whole civilised world the deporration,
persecution and internment of Bolsheviki is taking place,
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as for instance, m Switzertand, one of the freest bourgeois
republics In Amierica, oo, there are even Bolshevik
popronys LIrom the standpoint of " democracy pure and
smple ” 1 1s simply ludricous thar civilised, advanced,
democratic countries, armed 1o the teeth, should dread
the presence of some few dozens of individuals from
backward, starving, ruined Russia, which has been called
savage and criminal in thousands of bourgeois papers. It
is obvious that a sovial order which could produce such
a aving contradiction is, in effect, a dictatorship of the
capiralist class.

3. In such 4 state of things, Prolewrian dictatorship
is not cnly fully justified as a means of overthrowing the
exploters and of suppressing their resistance, but is also
absolutely necessary lor the mass of the workers as the
only protection agamst capitalist dictatorship, which led
the way to war and will probably prepare a new war.

The main point which Socialists fail o understand,
and which reveals their short-sightedness, their enslave-
ment 1o bourgeots prejudices, their political  treachery
towards the proletariar, is thar in capitalist society there
can be no middle course berween capitlist dictatorship
and proletarian dictatorship,  Any dream of a third course
is merely the reactionary lament of the lower middie
classes. This is plainly shown by the experience of the
last hundred years and more during which the bourgeois
democracy and the labour movement have been developing
in all advanced countries.  Especially is it shown by the
experiences of the last five years. ‘The entire science of
political economy and the whole gist of Marxism are
cloquent of this truth, clearly demonstrating the economic
necessity of capitalist ‘dictarorship under any system of
producrion for profit---a dictatorship which can only be
destroyed by thar class which has been developed, in-
creased, paid and strengthened by and with the develop-
ment of capitalism itself—that is, the proletarian class

4. The other theoretical and polivical mistake made
by Socialists consists in not understanding thar the forms
of democracy have incvitably changed in the course of
centuries, beginning with its embryo in ancient times, in
proportion a5 one ruling class was replaced by another.
In the republics of ancient Greece, in the mediaval towns,
in the most developed capitalist States, democracy bas
had different forms and has been of varied extent. It
would be folly to assume cthat the greatesr revolution
in history, the first transfer of power from the hands of
a minority of exploiters to the hands of the impoverished
majority could 1ake place within the framework of the
old bourgeois parliamentary democracy without the most
abrupr changes, or the creation of new forms and institu-
tions for democracy, embodying the new social conditions
of tts existence.

5. Proletantan dictatorship is like the dictatorship
of other classes in that it arises (rom the necessity of
suppressng the armed resistance of the class that loses
its political supremacy. The fundamental difference be-
tween proletarian dictarorship and that of other classes,
such as the dictatorship of the grear landowners of the
Middle Ages, and thar of the capirtalist class in all civilised
capitalist countries, is simply thar the wo last named
dictatorships were a forcible suppression of the resistance
of the majority of the population, the working masscs,
whereas prolerarian dictatorship is the forcible suppression
of the resistance of the explotters, i.c. of an insignificant
minority of the population—ihe landlords and capitalists.

Hence it follows that proletarian dictatorship must
inevitably bring with it not only a change in the forms
and mstitntions of democracy, peneraily speaking, bur also
precisely such a chanpe as will bring a hitherto undreamt
of extension In pracrice of the use made of democracy
by those who have been oppressed by capitalism, i.¢. the
working class.

And, in fact, those forms of proletarian dicratorship
alrcady worked out in practice, c.g. the Soviet power in
Russia, the Rate system in Germany, the Shop Stewards
Commitrees and similar Sovier institutions in other coun-
tries, all signify, and in practice realise for the working
class, ie. for the enormous majority of the population,
the practical possibility of democrartic liberty and privileges
to an extent never before known even approximately in
the best democratic bourgeois republics.

The essence of the Soviet power consists in the fact
thar the continuous and unique basis of all State machinery
aud public authority is constiiured by the mass organisa-
tons of exactly those classes which were oppressed by
capitalism—the workers and semi-proletarians, peasants
not exploiting hired labour and forced to sell ar least a
fraction of their own labour power. These very masses,
which even in the most democratic bourgeois republics,
though cnjoying equal rights in law, are still kept in
practice from all pariicipation in pelitical life and from
the enjoyment of all democratic rights and liberties—
are now brought into permanent, unavoidable and therefore
decisive, touch with the democratic adminisrration of the
State.

6. The cquality of all citizens, irrespective of sex,
rehigion, race or nationality, which was always everywhere
promised, but never carried out by the bourgeois democ-
racy, and indecd never could be carried out under capital-
ism, is immediately and amply realised by the Sovict
Power, or, in other words, by proletarian dictatorship.
Only the dictatorship of the workers can achieve this
equality, because they have no private property interest
cither in production or in the struggle for distribution and
redistribution.

7. 'The old bourgeois democracy and the parliament-
ary system were so organised as 1o keep the working
classes ar the greatest distance from the administrative
machincry.  But the Sovict power, ie., proletarian dic-
ratorship, on the contrary, is so organised that it brings
the masses of the working class in close touch with the
administration. The same purpose is attained by the
legislative and executive funcrions under the Soviet organi-
sation of the State, and by substituting industrial functions
under the Soviet organisation of the Stare, and by substi-
tuting industrial units, such as works and factories for
tertitorial constituencies.

8. Not only under the monarchy, but even in the
most democratic bourgeois republics, the army was an
organ for oppression.  Only Soviet Government as the
established  State organisation of the classes oppressed
by capitalism, is capable of abolishing the dependence
of the army on bourgeois leadership, and of really amal-
gamating the proletariat with the army, of arming the
proletariat and disarming the bourgeoisic, without which
conditions the victory of Socialism would be impossible.

9. The Sovier organisation of the State is adapred !
for the leading part played by the proletariat as the class ]
which has been most concentrated and united by capitalism,
Experience pained from all revolutions and all movements




of 1he enslaved classes, the experience ol the world Socialist
movement teaches us that is only the proletanat that is
able to unite and carvy with it the scattered and backward
sections of the 1oiling and exploited population.

1o.  Only the Sovier organisation of the State is able
completely o break up and destroy the old ie. bourgeois,
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burcaucratic and judicial apparatus which under capitalism
existed, and was bound to exist, in the most democratic
republics, and formed for the masses of the workers the
preatest practical obstacle w the way of realising democ-
racy. Tte Paris Commune took the first historic step
along this path ; the Soviet has wken the second.

BEWARE OF THE POPULAR FRONT

THE LESSON OF FRANCE

AST momh we showed how the German workers

were ruined by the policy of Social Fascism.  We
showed with unimpeachable evidence from the official
publications ol the Third International how the Social
Democracy was proclaimed the chief enemy by the Stalinist
bureaucracy, because the Social Democracy stood  for
Locarno, The Versailles ‘Treaty, The Lecague of Natons,
ewe,, while Fascism in Germany was anri-Locarno and
and League.  The Sovier bureaucracy therefore, in the
fantastic beliel that it conld come to rerms with Hitler
and play off Germany against France, (ormed United
Fronts with the Fascists against the Social Democracy.
The Communist Party cannot deny these things. It oas
because they cannot face the prool of their subservience
to the Soviet forcign policy that they call us Fascist
provocateurs, ctc. ‘Fo-day-they are sacrificing the workers
cven more shameclessly.

They do it cleverly.  But unless the workers awake
in nme they will be sacrificed as they were sacnificed in
Germany,  When the German movement collapsed, the
Stalinists continued with their Sodal Fascism for over
a year.  They say to-day that it was after February 6th
and the attack by the French Fascists that they changed
their policy to the United Front. That is a lie. The
International Press Corvespondence in the month of April
1934, was still calling the Social Democracy, Social
Fasaist, and in Ocober 1934, MHarry Pollitt was srill
shouting for a Soviet Britain.  Whar caused the change?

In the sumimer of 1934, France decided that an alliance
with Russia would be uscful against Germany. Herriot
and Pierre Cot, the French Radicals (Liberals) went to
Russia and made the first arrangements. New see the
change in the policy of the Communist Parties as directed
by Sialin. In Germany, the German Social Democrats
had been the chiel enemy. If the German Social Democracy
had come into power in Germany, they would have drawn
closer to Yrance which stood for the League and isolated
Russia. Hitler was anti-League, French Social-Democracy
under Blum was pro-league. Stalin was concerned with
getting support for his alliance. So the Communist Party
of France offered the United Front to Blum, made no
conditions, had no fighting programme and fooled the
workers with demonstrations and a lot of amti-Fascist
propaganda. Not satisfied with that they roped in the
Radicals telling innumerable lies about winning the middle
classes. ‘The Radicals preferred the Franco-Russian alliance
10 the Franco-German, so many of them came into the
Popular Front. Then the Communists began to agitare
for a strong, free and happy France to fight Hitler. Now
one thing is certain. If you want a strong France to

fight Germany, you cannot carry on the class struggle.
The class struggle weakens the bourgeois state,  Marxists
want 1o weaken ir.  They wani 1o weaken it and break
it W picces substituting Workers' Power. 1t is the only
way out of capiralist crisis and imperialist war. But
the Communist Party of France can only pretend to carry
on the class strupgle, for rhe Soviet bureaucracy wants
a strong France, a sirong bonrgeois France.

Are we merely being theorists?  We pointed out
that the Stalinists conld not support a strong, free
and happy bourgeois France and lead the workers against
the capitalists.  As soon as the great strikes broke out,
the Communist Party rushed to the rescue of the capitalists.
The million and a hall workers in factorics had to be
pot ont some how to be happy and strong and free to
help Sovier Russia against Fascist Germany.

Humanité of June 2nd came our with: *“ The Trade
Union militants as they have indicated, are using all their
strength to achicve a rapid and reasonable solution of
the conflicis that are in progress.”  What this meant the
bourgeois knew.  Powerless before the masses, they re-
ceived unexpected help from these renegades. Paris Soir
on the same day wrote: “ Will they be able to stop the
development of cvents?  Those responsible for the Trade
Union movement are underraking this task with the hope
of succeeding in i1.”  The Commumnists and the Trade
Union leaders were not responsible for the movement
It bad come from the rank-and-file, bur thus early the
bourgeoisic could sce what they were after. When some
cager workers began to run their factories themselves,
the Industrial Editor of Humanité, for merely reporting
it in the Press, was publicly dismissed from his post. But
the srrike continued, and on June 6th Humaniié began
o fear a possible msurrection. It is a question neither
of demagogy nor of insurrection,” they pleaded. “ It is
simply a question of making the bosses give back a liule
of their purchasing power to the men who have for four
years lost up to thirty per cent of their purchasing power,
and in some cases, even more.” They kuew that at any
moment the movement might overflow {rom economic
into polincal channels and the strugple for state power
begin.  ‘They fought to prevent it “ It is in the interests
of the entire narion,” said Vaillant-Coturier in the same
issuc. ‘Thorez, the general sccrerary, raised the slogan,
“One must know when 10 end a strike.” Every word
weakened the workers and strengthened the frightened
bourgeoisic. By June 7th, the French C.I’. were almost
frantic, seeking to drown the class-struggle in the whole
nation, Fascists and all.  Vaillant-Coturier, in Humanité
of that date, said: * What is ourstanding in this move-
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ment, which grows from hour to hour, is . . . the reconcilia-
ton of the opinions and religions beliefs, from the Com-
munist and Socialist to the national velunteer, from the
Catholic to the unbeliever, and the speed which charac-
ferises the work taken up again afrer victory.”  The
mational vohunteers are Pascists.  Fven the bourgeoisic
were laughing au them: *“The inspirers of the People’s
Front,” said Pariy Soir of June 7th, “ suddenly in the
face of the fire that has broken out have adopted the
role of extinguishers.”

Bur nothing could lold back the French workers from
the satisfaction of their immediate demands.  Blum, more
active in those few days than any Social Democratic
ministry has been in all its life, passed bills hastily through
parhiament, and, peace being restored, the Capitalists began
quictly to saboiage by raising prices and ar the same time
prepaning for the second clash which they know must
come. But to rhe Communisis, the strike was a warning.
The workers’ imovement was certain to break out again.
Moscow did not want that. Moscow wanted a strong,
free and happy France tw fight against Hitder. The
Communists therefore began to find the Popular Front
10 narrow, and to look beyond Radicals o those on the
Right, who were unalicrably anti German.  Since Janu-
ary, 1936, they had thrown out the slogan, *“I'he unification
of the French mation”  Now they began o fight for it
Blum and Daladier were symparhetic (o an understanding
with Gerniany and in opposition to these Communists,
whose: propaganda and agitation becamme one long incite-
ment 1o hostility bewween France and Germany.  They
pur forward the new slogan of a Fronr of Frenchmen.
“Unily, unity, npity! It is on this unity that the future
of our conntry depends,” wrote Vaillant-Couturier on
July 12.%  On July 15 they hailed the army: “It is to
the honour of the people of Paris 10 have, in dignity,
saluted its soldiers and s army.”  They paid uibure
to the Senate: “ The Commumist Party does not intend
any more to yield (o the popular cusiom of attacking the
Republican Senate.”  And on July 29 these anti-Fascists,
who had all these years so exploited the French workers’
desire 1o fight against Fascism, offered the Fascists the
United Front. “ We shake hands with the sincere Croix-
de-Feu and with the sincere Natjonal Volunteers, with
all those who really wish the well-being of the people.”
They began 1o attack the Socialist Party. It is Germany
and the Red Referendum and “After Ilitler our turn ™
all over again.

Thatis the position 1o-day in France. The Communist
Party has voted for the Bill prohibiting volunteers going
o Spain from France. "Thar is whar the Popular Front
means—an incessant amounr of talk against Fascism, any
mmber of promises.  But the moment the workers take
action, the Communist Party is on the side of the bour-
geoisie 1o use its influence on the workers 1o kecp them
quict in order 10 be ready for Hitler’s artack against
the Sovict Unjon. It is an infamnous treacherous policy.
It uses the revolutionary words to lead the workers into
an imperialist war, telling them that it is for the defence
of the Soviet Union.  As if Herriot, Laval, Daladier and
Leon Blum wonld fight any war cxcept  {or French
Imperialism. It is not only a lying, rreacherous policy,
itis a false policy, as false as Social Fascism was false,
and false policies lead inevitably to defeat. Our section
in France calls upon the French workers to resist every
war waged by the French bourgeoisic. Certainly let the
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Soviet bureaucracy accept help from France against Ger-
many, or cven from Germany against France.  Yes |
From Germany against France, as Lenin in 1918
accepted help from the Brirish and French brigands against
the German brigands to use his own expressive words,
But while he did so he never ceased to call upon the
international working class movement in @l countrices, to
carry on its struggle against Imperialism in all countrics.
It is the Soviet bureaucracy, national, conservative, re-
actionary, relying on the bourgeoisic instead of the pro-
letariac that forces the Third International to accept this
policy and deceive the workers.

[Next month we shall bring this series to a close,
with an article on the Populay Front in Britain ]

THE MARXIST GROUP (Lrotskyists) |
for ® THE WORKFERS' PARTY ” |
for THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL |
!

|

|

Books of the Moment.:

“The 3rd International After Lenin,” by Lecon
Trotsky, price T/6d.

* Behind the Moscow Trial,” by Max Shachti- |
man, price 1/3d.

Read regularly the journals of our .
inlernational sections : J

UNSFR WORT (German section)
EA LUTTE OUVRIERE (IFrench scction)
LA LUTTE OUVRIERE {Belgian section)
THE VANGUARD (Canadian section)

Read also
THE SOCIALIST APPEAL (America)
and THE RED FLAG
(H. Boyd, 238 Edgwarc Rd., W.1.)

Send to Robert Williams, 25 Aubert Park, N5
for any of the above.

The following booksellers and newsagents also

stock FIGHT and other Trotskyist literature:

Bibliophile, Little Russell Street, W.C.1.

Burn and Terry, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C.

Colletts, Charing Cross Road, W.C.

Clapham Socialist Bookshaop, 79 Bedford Road,
Claphamn North.

Johns, Torrington Place, W.C.

Librairie Internationale, 73 Russell Square,
W.C.

Librairie Internationale, Percy Street, W.C.

Lahr, Red Lion Square, W.C.

London School of Economics Bookshop, Ald-
wych.

London Weekly Mail, New Bridge Street.

Parton Street Bookshop, Parton Street, W.C.

Preis, Little Russel Street, W.C.

Solosky, Charing Cross Road, W.C.

Strauberg, Coptic Street, W.C.

Socialist Bookshop, 35 St. Bride Street, E.C4.




THE CLASS STRUGGLE

FEBRUARY, 1937

FOOD AND THE WORKERS

ATEST statistics issued by the Mmisury of Labour

(Mastry of Tabowr Gazette, Jan. 1936) show an
increase m the cost of Nving index of 4% since January,
1936 5 the increase in food being §%.  This index is
worked out by the Minisuy of Tabour and is intended
0 indicate * the average increase in the cost of maintaining
unchanged the pre war standard of living of working class
families.” This standard--worked our in accordance with
a hypotherical dier for an ** average family "—is of ne-
cessity artiftial,  To makes no allowance for the difference
existing m the food standards of the people between 191
and ro-day. for the higher standard made possible to-day
by the grear technical increases 1 the methods of pre-
duction, storage and transpori,—in short, for progress in
IS truest sense—the inerease i the material well being
of the mass of the workers,

As s to be expected, wages have made some slight
move upward with the rise in the cost of living.  Bur
an examination of the Ministry of Labour Gazette shows
that there is a time lag w0 the workers” derriment and
that the increases cover but a proportion of the 1o1al
workers in industry. During 1936, 4,000,000 workers
received a 1o0mal merease of approximately 4500,000 per
week in weekly full rime wages,  Exclusive of agriculmaral
waorkers there were approximarely 11,000,000 workers in
mdustry.  Thus although increased food prices, cte., affect
all workers and unemployed, only four clevenths of the
wmsured workers oblained increases.  Many of rthese in-
creases were obtained i accordance  with stiding-scate
agreements, and the remainder won by negotiatons or
direct aciion.  Already large sections of the workers are
making demands for increases, and many bitter struggles
are likely during the coming months ; but again the time
lag between the increase of prices and increase in wages
will act against the workers, even if the suruggles are
successful,

Many eminent authorivies, such as the British Medical
Associarion, have recently made enquiries into the actual
food consumpnion necessary o maintain people in good
health.  With these enquiries is also linked the research
that has been undertaken by authoritarive bodies into
the acwal average consnmption of food in this counection.
A recent publication of grear value to students of working
class conditions is that issued by the Engincers’ Study
on Economics (E.5.G.), “ The Inrerim Report on the
Design of a Family Budger with Special Reference 10
Food.”

In a *desirable budget ™ of a ““staustical average
lamily > the report puts forward an anpual expenditure
of £314 (over X6 per week) or approximately 63/- per
week for cach wage-earner. It says thar about 37/- out
of this 63/- would be required for expenditure on food.
This *“ desirable budget ” makes no allowance for “saving,
new homes and fumiture,” becanse it was considered that
the whole of the £314 would be required to attain the
desired standard of living.
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Yet the Report goes on to srate that 759% of the
wage-earners in this country earn less than £3 per week.

On the question of food the Report stares: *There
is little doubt that a large part of the population is suffering
from lack of nutritious foodstuffs, particularly fresh dairy
produce, fruit and vegetables ; and as increased consump-
tion of these is beyond the means of the peorer classes,
the economic factor is obviously of first importance. It
appears futile 1o produce and place on the market extra
foodstuffs, or other goods, unless the people are able
1o procure them.”  So the major necessity for the working
class is a great reduction in food prices or a rremendous
increase in actual wages carned.  But under Capitalism
wages and prices do not move in harmony.

Another report issued recently by the Medical Rescarch
Council, “A Dictry Survey in rerms of the Actual Food
stnffs Consumed " contains some interesting marter, It
makes the charpge thar ignorance is the main cause of
inadequate diet in many households, but admits *“ that
the timitng factor in a large section of the community
is {food purchasing power.”  This report goes on to make
the further charges that the cinema, ““the dogs,” keeping
up of appearances, and the purchase of luxuries instead of
essentials are responsible for much of under-feeding.  In
short, were the great mass of the people kept in stalls
and fed with essentials according 10 a scientific dicet,
making very little allowance for “ luxuries” and  the
utilisation of leisure, the present srandards of income
would suflice w produce a well-fed naton.

In swong comparison, however, is the last report of
Dr. C. C. M. MGonigle (M.O.H. Srockton-on-Tees)
who, dealing with families with incomes of less than
£3 per week, states: * Countrary to popular belief, 1 find
the average working class woman has sound thumb know-
ledge of practical dietetics (though no theoretical know-
ledge) and thus to the hmir of her purchasing power
she buys food wisely and well. . . . And further, T have
satisfied myself that standardised death rates are not un-
influenced by purchasing power” (11.S.G. Report).

Without the mass of the people obraining sufficient
of the right sort of food (cssenrials), adeguate clothing
and shelter, and with no allowance for the purchase of
*“Juxuries 7 for new homes and furniture, it is impossible
w talk of progress or culture, and ridiculous to talk of
a “ fit and satsfied nation.”  Although there is very little
“ starvation” there is wide-spread malnutrition ~ *“ we
know that a very large section of the population have
not a dict fully adequate for health,” says Sir John Obr.

It is typical of Capitalist methods that provision is
made to treat discases which arise from madequate diet,
bur Capitalism will not and cannot prevent these diseases

by providing the only final cure, an adequate standard of
life.

The Capitalist machine is against the demands of the
workers for increases and a decent standard of living,
Instead it seeks to make reductions. Al the increases

obtained by the workers” struggles are subsequenty taken
away by Capitalism through increased prices, taxation, etc.
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All the schemes of Markeung Boards, eto, are pn
o operation it arder 10 maintain prices at a “profitable”
bagis by limiting, production, v1e. - Yet the full uubsiation
of the resources of Great Bonam by »sctennlic means
would pradoce only one-half ol the food reguired ; and
the all-erubracing reforms necessary to change the methods
i order that food best fitted ra be produced in England
15 developed (e.g. meat, milk, vegetables and fruir), while
other foodstuffs (e.g. whear and supar) are purchased
abroad, are of such a fundamemtal character that they
would amount to a revolution.
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It is clearly impossible w0 carry our such reforms.
ta climinate the profit {actor and nstitute o system ol
producuon and supply for use only, under Capitalism
Only under a Socialist systemr will it be possible o doe
this, to develop the agricuttural resources wiihout reference
To “war-ume supplies ™ and 10 carry ou  with other
countries a free interchange of manufactured goods for
foodstuffs needed by the Britsh workers.  Only under
an International Socialist System can the marerial necds
ol the whole of the workers be satisted.
AAB

THE HARWORTH MINERS

HE year 1936 saw a steady and growing miliancy

amongst the working ¢lass Trade Umon Conferences.
Sectional strikes all revealed a dewrmmaton on the part
of the workers 1o break {rom the erppling ** negotiating ™
agreements and press forward {or higher wages and better
conditions.

An instance of this tendency is 1a be found wnong the
miners.  This secrion, far ahead of the general movement
in militancy, has been since the end of the War, driven
down to an intolerable standard of living. ‘T'he coal
owners, ably aided by the Capitalist State, 1e. the police
and the Courts, have been able to carry through their
attacks hecause of the lack of support for the miners
from the rest of the T.U, movement.  In 1926 when it
did respond 1o the call for solidarity. the T.U. leadership
betrayed the General Strike and  deserted the miners,
leaving them to face defeat. The years since then have
seen a series of defensive battles, starvation and mass
unemployment among the miners.

Thus the revival of the suwuggle in this indusury s
1o be more than welcomed.  We must learn from the
past that the ruling class policy of “divide and rule ™
must be combatted by the mobilising of the T.U. move
ment as a fighting force, ready 10 give s full support
o any sectton attacked,

1937 presents us with an opportunity to pn this prin-
aple into pracrice. The Harworth miners’ dispuie demands
our backing. ‘The issue at stake is the fight of the Nouws
Miners Association for recognition in this coal field as
against the Notts. Mincers Industrial Umon  (Spencer
Union). This latter body is an independent organisation,
founded by a Mr. George Spencer, then M.P. for Brox-
towe, in 1926. Taking advamage of the disunity and
demoralisation consequent upon the General Strike be-
trayal, he srepped in and negotiated a district seitlement
on behalf of his “ Unton.” It has {unctioned since then
as the represeniative Miners” body, with the blessing of
the company concerned.

Yet in Britin we have not much experience of
“ Company Unions " as such. Yet ir can easily be imagined
what the workers conditions are in the tender care of
such a body. Victimisation and economic terrorism arce
powerful weapons in the hands of the employing class.
When the workers’ own organisation is also controlled
by the employers, it becomes an added means ol exploita
tion and coercion,

In Febraary, 1936, the Nous. Miners  Association
started a branch in the Harworth district and conunenced
to recoait. Focuon during the vear and the growth of
the WM A membership, led 10 1ts raking a ballos at (he
colbery as o which Union the men destred.  The result
was a 9o'7% vote for the N.M.A. The Company thereupon
announced that membership of the Spencer Union would
be a condinon of employment.  8oo refused to sign 10
this effect and were locked out. A further 300 men have
since struck work in sympathy. The strike has been
notable for its bitterness.  The employers have the support
of the police and Statc ofhcials,  The 800 men locked
out have been refused the dole by the “nnpartiai ©
Ministry of Labour and a local leader receved 1wo months
hard labovr for threatening a blackleg.  Yer officials of
the Spencer Union and the colliery are wisiting strikers
to “ persuade " them 1o rewurn to work.  The Company
has now stated that the tnen may belong to either Union
but thar the Spencer Union only is the recognised nego
vating body. This has been rejected by the strikers who
demand that the NM.A. be recognised,

This dispute, involving fundamental principle of the
npht of freedom of organisation and T.U. recognition.
has now had national repercussions.  From the South
Wales, Lancashire and Nows. coalfields messages of full
suppert have been received. On January 20th, a Confercence
of delegates was leld on the question by the Mineworker:
Federation. Tt was decided 10 empower the Executive
to take a ballot vore of all the coal ficlds on the question
of enforcing the principle for which the IHarworth men
have struck.  The Executive, however, still have power
to negotiate, and the Conlerence srands adjourned.  The
E.C. was Iurther instructed to approach the T.U.C. in
order to enlist the support of the whole Trade Union
Movement.  The TXILC. have received the appeal, but
as yer content themselves with ' keeping in touch.”

The above facts shonld be adequate to convinee mili
tant ‘Trade Unionists of the importance of this struggle.
The principled issue is basically that victory at Harworth
will mean the crushing of Company Unionism and the
rebuilding of the I U. Movement as an instrumeni ol
class struggle.  The miners, always o the front of the
struggle, demand more than resolutions.  We have 1o
make up for our desertion and apathy in the past.
Branches, District Committees, National E.C. and Trades
Councils, should be stirred to provide financial assistance
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and to run solidariny campaigns. We must educare working
clase public opnimion 1o realise that our awn economic
life depends on the soccess of o fellow workers.
The working diass sy awaking 1o industrial acdvity.
Iris essential for our future that the moveutent mobilises
wself for thie forthicoming strugpeles. Here is the real
Unired Front tor which to figln,  Against the employing,
rlass, on the ceonomic field, for benier wapes and con-
ditions, every section attacked or going forward supported
by the others. At the same time as we develop the fight
agrainst the employers, let us take care that o treacherous
leadership sreps in 1o hetray the struggle in the interests
of peace and compromise.  Neither the Miners’ Executive
nor Citrine, Bevin and Co. are in favour of a stropgle.
Trade Umnion leaders have long since lost their fighting
spirit s 1o work amicably with the ruling class both in
Parliament and in industry is their aim. (The Miners’
jeaders met the coal owners and after o discussion of a
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general character, both adjourned 1o the Mines Depart-
ment 1o oask for @ coal exporr subsidy !y The T.ULC,
already {liring with the idea of supporung rearmament,
is foightened of offending i1s “ friends” by a General
Stnke threar.

‘Therefore, militants must press for the utmost support
for the Harworth Miners.  No compromise or face-saving
formula.  Ter the 8oo men who refused to be intimidated
start a struggle in which the ‘T'rade Union Movement
will prove itself an instrument for the improvement of
working class conditions and not a Benevolent Society
or home for job hunters and carcerists.

Revolutionary Socialists, while convinced of the ulii-
mate necessity lor working class freedom and securiry,
of overthrowing capitalism, will actvely participate in
the cconomic struggle. We recognise thar victory  at
Marworth 35 a step forward o the evenmal and  finul
viciory of Workers’ power in Britain.

FROM THE ENGINEER’S BENCH

Emror’s NoTe: The above arnile comes from a young mem-
her of the AEU. The engineering midustry occupies an imporrant
place in the present period of war preparations,  The indications
of militancy exprened by the writer, the awitude of the
AEU. Conferences, the militant organisation of the aircraft
workers and  the groswing  strike wave demonsirate that  the
engineers are preparing to struggle against the employers and
against any peace in industry leadership. We shall print in
onr mext issue a detatled examination of the engineer's position,
particularly with reference to re-armament, and will endcavour
to indicate whar i our opivion are the main rasks before the
workers. A late note from another member of the AFEU., we felt
showld also be included i this 1ssue.

HE southward shifring of industry, the development

of new production processes, and the introduction of
masses of semi-skitled, juvenile and female labour, have
been instrumental in chanping the social strata of larpe
numbers of shops particalarly in and around T.ondon.
In place of the old skilled and apprenticed worker, we
find only skilled and fully rated men in the tool rooms
and a nucleus in the assembling and machine shops. “The
vast majority of the factory consists of young workers,
usually semi-skilled and underrated ; trainees from the
depressed arcas, and young women and girls, working
under skilled setters or charge hands.

The inunediate organisation of these shops with their
challenge to rates and conditions should be undertaken.
Where these shops are affiliated 1o the Employers Federa-
tion, the Amalgamated Enginecrs Union has always pressed
for and obtained proper wreatment for its members.  But
in the non-federated firms such as Standard Telephone,
Creeds, irs subsidiary T.M.C., erc., the Unions are unable
to enforce their standards unless they have the warkers
in the firm organised.  This task has not yer been seriously
attempted.  The fault here lies pardally with the rank
and file, who themselves working in "I'rade Unijon shops,
do not press the divisional machinery and organisers to
Lake adequate steps fo organise the * black” shops. Those

union members working in them, unless extremely mili-
tant, become dispirited with 1he task, faced with such
odds and with no substantial outside assistance.  The
unorganised workers, mostly young, often recruited from
rural areas, conscious of their own lack of experience,
mtitnidated and indifferent, make no cfforr at orpanisation,
or to support their more militant comrades.

To organise these shops the local branches (union)
must draft militant members into these factories. We
must revise our rules 1o allow for a4 women’s section, and
by means of outside propaganda, meetings, leaflets, ctc.,
demonstrate the more favourable rates and conditions
prevailing in Trade Union shops.

These black shops, however, although increasing with
the drawing in of more new workers into rearmament
and the consequent withdrawal of skilled labour from
them to the hetter firms, forrunately as yet do not
vepresent the more vital section of the industry.  Despite
their backwardness the workers in these firms have been
respensive to gencral outside pressure and it is from
then that the ALEU. has gained the majority of its
40% increase of membership in the last three years.
These new members are bringing a breath of militancy
back into the union that showed itsell in the Waygood-
Otis strike.

The real tragedy for a militant is the taking of direct
action out of the hands of the workers in the orguanised
shops, by numerous agreements ; the York Memorandum
with its consequence, ie. preventing the union backing
strike action, and the attempts by the leaders to turn
the A.EU. into a4 benevolenr society, that occasionally
bargains with the Employers’ Federation for an increase
just suflicient ro keep the members quiet, are obstacles
ro progress.  We must therefore work to expel the present
teadership, tearing up all restricting agreements, and em-
bark upon an immediate programme of struggle in the

industry that will drag in its wake the unorganised and
hesitant workers.
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‘The immediate body 10 develop is the Shop Stewards’
Movement, which represents the union’s unofheial wav
ol backing strikes.  In the recent AE.C. dispute, a
substantial collection was raised in cvery London union
shop, & powerful example of militancy and solidarity.
The responsibility of preventing the undermining of our
rade rests with the militant Trade Unionist. Lo is time
he became eonscions of what is menacing us and begin
to stir our organisaton in the direction of struggle.

DO THE AE.U. BOSSES WANT
100% MEMBERSHIP ?
JUS'T at this moment, the active AE.U. membership
aunfortunately only a small percentage of the whole—
is puzzhing itsclf over the extraordinary action of the
1.C. over a dispute at Barrow.

Bricflv the facis are these: AL workers at Vickers
Armstrong, Barsow, decided 10 have 100% 1 .U. members
in their shop  The matter was 1aken up by rthe local
District Corppsittee and  the usual nepouations with the
management were embarked on. Conferences took place
and the mater even went 10 York Conference, but s
wual, no resulis were forthcoming.,  Finally, the men,
at a Mass Meeting called by the Shop Stewards. decided
W put an embargo on all overtime by AE.U. members
until non- mernbers cither joined up or were removed.

Vickers Armstrong then called in the help of the
Employers Federadon, who wrore 1o the E.C. of the
AEU. drawing their attention to the afluir. and com-
plaining that it was contrary to agreement, contravencd
the York Memo, and so forth. The E.C. immediately
wrote 10 the Barrow District Commitiee instructing them
to call off the ban on overtime, but the District Committee
stood firm and continued to stand firm, despite a personal
visit from the A E.U. DPresident, J.C, Little.  With the
result that ar the end of December last (the whole business
had occupied nearly six months), the E.C. suspended the
whale of the Barrow Districr Committee for acting con-
rary to rule and not in accordance with the best tnterests
of the members!

There the matter stands at the moment, but the E.C.,
no doubr feeling that there position is not very popular,
have issued a lengthy manifesto 10 all AE.U. branches,
explaining their action as best they can.  ‘This manifesio
is sure 1o be thoroughly discussed and it oflers a first
class opportunity to militamt A/EU  members to expose
the shameful policy of class collaboration which is all
that the T.U. leaders have o offer nowadays,

Mcembers should ask themselves what steps the E.C.
are wking ““in the interests of their members” to ger
modified the rterms of the various agreements, known
collectively as the York Mcmo, by which they have bound
themselves to follow * Rules of Procedure for the Avoid-
ance of Disputes.”  Praceedings by which the Employers
may, by means of adjourncd Conferences (which the
AEU. Sceretary lucidly reports as “ failure 1o agree ]
so lengthen ont any dispute that the men concerned are
due for their pension—if any——before the affair is settled.

It is time that the Executive of the AE.U. realised
that the small benefits and concessions they have obtained
from the cmployers, and of which they make such a
song and dance, have not been obiained through  the
britliant diplomacy of the E.C. nor yet throngh the
generosity of the kind hearted Employers Federation, but

snnphy because the emplovers realise that it is cheaper
W pive small coneessions than to have a serious stoppagpe
1o contend with, Buor what the employers have given awav
with one hand they have pot back with the other, because
they have lured the 1T.U. leaders into signing agreements
which te them hand and fvot in the future struggle {or
beter conditions- i only its leaders are miliant enough
to demand it
On the Fob, No. 1.
THE BUILDING WORKER

The article appearing in our lavt issue on this subject
gacve the fmpression, due to the cutting of the article,
that there could be no increase in Building Trade wapes
for s vears. It should have been made clear that the
apreement did nat allowe for a demand for a general
inercase in wages but only for an increase under a sliding
wale This is the reason for the present increase in
srages of A per howr

On the question of “wer time” and 7 control  of
cntry dnte the industry, 1 ounderstand that a scheme s
bemg prepared swhevehy men sl b insured against tine
Tost through wet secather. An attempt is also to he made
to deal werth the system of apprenticeshipy woith which
il be linked  plans for the control of entry into the
Building Trade. AAB

NOTICES.

We apelogise thar this month the Colonial Quesiion
article on Indie and the Yourh article hove had to be
anitted awing to lack of pace

We ask rcaders 1o take special note of ot change ol
address, but we have madc arrangements with the Pes
Office for all correspondence sent 1o Kings Crosy Road
to be forwarded.

CORRESPONDENCE
FROM A COMRADE IN GLAMORGANSHIRF

Dear Comrades,

I am now in a position to inform vou that the proposed
Debare between us and the local C.P. is all off 1!

Let me explain in detail what happened: “The local light
of the C.P. issued the challenge thut a Public Debare be
arranged. e issued the challenge as can be expected, when
his own theories as a membrr of the Stalinist party failed to
coincide with his natural revolutionary instincts as a member
of the world’s working ¢lass.  The challenge was accepted by
me and your prompt offer of a speaker was much appreciated.

My opponent, upon my producing your acceptance, at once
rot o work inside his C.P. local, who, significantly cnough,
agreed with him that the Debate should be staged.

They pot in wouch with the Polit-Buro of South Wales,
inviting ldris Cox to take it on, he being in their opinion the
star man for the joh.  And they had a reply from the Polit
Buro teling them that there is more work to be done re Spanish
Aid, ctc., than giving a platform 1o Trotskyism !

I laughed long and long and toud!

However, the fact remains that the workers want to know
things, and when they come to find out that the C.P. is stopping
them getting to know, then, and then only, wiil the C.P. be
relegated 1o its proper place in the world, i.6. right with the
World Bourgeoisie.  C.P is used here meaning slso the Third
International. Wishing you the best, L.P.

Eprroniar. Note: The Marxist Group is always ready to
arrange to send speakers for lectures or debates on the Trotskyist
point of view on any working class subject.
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CORRESPONDENCI,
FROM A COMRADE IN JARROW-ON-TYNE

Dewr Comuades,

I regret that [ am unable 10 bhe present ar vouwr Conference
but with to convey 1o you my simcere wishes for ity success
and the formation of a new Party, T iy regrettable that i is
necessary 1o form a new Marxist Party and ternible o realise
that the necessity 15 due to deviations from the Marxist line by
the Communist Party — the Party o which I believe most
Frotskyists have belonged at some dme since its formation in
1921,

It asking me to give a survey of the situvation locally, vou
are setring me a difficult rask ; however 1 will attempt it
TRADE UNIONS.

T.U. membership on the whole is weak, due primarily (o
the hiph percentage of vncwploved.  Attendance at Branch
Mecetings is small, those attending being mainly men in fairly
regular or casual emplovment and reactionary or reformist in
outlook

Trade Uninns gre ased by careerists who first get elected
to Trades and Labour Counails and are then ehpible for nomina
tion as candidates for Town Counall, thevy being, ol course,
members of the Labour Paorty an well

Unions hold aloat from the nnemploved and minke no atiempt
to orgamise them in any way.

L.ABOUR PARTY.

Had majortty of 2 on lTown Counail up to last week, when
4 Labour Councillors were expelled by Jocul Party for so-called
breach of discipline "These tour have appealed 1o Narional
E.C. Three of the four are Cathohes

I am inclined to suspect that the Labour Party does not
desire to have a majority on the Council and have engineered
the present siteation i order 1o get out of 3. They could
have had a majority three vears apo but did nor seize the
opportunity.

The recently organised  Crusade ” 1o London was entirely
due to pressire from the rank and file in protest against the
han on the steel works.  But rank and file members were allowed
no savoin ity organisation, the Labour Counciliors taking the
lead in order fo gmnde at o safe channels,”” and prevent
any display of militancy by the marchers along the route. ‘The
Labour Jeaders’ excuse is that i@ was a “ town protest ' and
wias apreed to by the whaole of the Town Council including
the Moderates or Tory Counciflors. e 1o the United Front
of Labour and * Maoderate 7 Councillors re the Crusade, and
the hearty co-operation of the Tabour Agent and the Conserva-
nve Agent, there was no Council Flection in Novernler last
The wrgument of the Lubour leaders being that to fight cach
other a1 the November Jlections would disrupt their United
Front on the guestion of the Crusade.  I'he workers of Jarrow
were thus disfranchised in Novemnber last.

tntil recently the main body within the Party was the
men’s * Individual Section ™ n which a proup ot rank and file
militants were gaining suppurt and exercising pressurc on the
heads of the Party. 1 am of the apinion that the heads, realising
this danger to their positions, enlisted the aid of the Narional
Exccutive, who insisted that the mens’ Individual Section should
be ligmidated and Ward Committees set up in place of it. This
wias done some months ago, with (he resalt that the rank and
fie militants were split up among the different Ward Com-
mittees, and being few in numnbers were less effective than
when in one body.

COMMUNIST PARTY.

The Jarrow Tocal was fornied m 1925 and within six

months had secured about 40 members.  The membership at

Some few militants in g few branches,

’

Published by Ronert WiLLIAMS, 25 Aubert Dark, Eighbury. N5
Printed by THr Narop Press (T, 1), 129-131 Bedford Street, London, E.1.

FEBRUARY, 1977

present is only 3. This is the result of (he actvities of a
disruptive clique within the Tocal.  This clique drove members
out of the Party by varions means and was responsible {or
the Local adopting tactics which brouplt ridicule and discredic
on the Party, for instance torcing a demonstration of unemploved
in which only 20 or 30 wok part instead of working along
the right lines 10 get a mass demonstration. .

Previous (o this clique gerting the lead there wore good
militant demonstrations of  several  thousands  of unemployed
led by the Party.

The membership at present makes no atteupt to organise
the workers for struggle and appears to be content to sell a
few copies of the Darly Worker and 1ail after the Labonr Party.
They tirmly lelieve themselves to be roo0% Marxists and their
faith in the 3rd International is remarkable.  Although thev
have a ** bookshop " displaying about a dozen ohsolete pamphlets,
s use is mainly as a possip centre,

THE UNEMPLOYED.

The present widespread unemployment in Jarrow dates back
to 1921, 1 doubt whether any other own of similar size has
seen so much aclive strupple on the part of the unemploved
against thesr terrible conditions.

At one time we had an N.U.W.M. branch with about roon
members.  As far back as 1921 the uncmployed demonstrated
3,000 strong, marched to the ** Guardians ” at South Shiclds
and fuced up 1o police batons. ‘There have been numerous
demonstrations of unemployed in Jarrow for such things as
extra winter relief. “Fhe last real demonstration of # militant
nature was the Means Test Marcl on Durham in 1933 where
we were severely beaten up by the police and T and six others
got six months hard labour each.

The had tactics of the Tocal CP. in forcing demonstrutions
when they were not opportunce has had the effect of “ killing ”
demonstrations and exposing the weskness of the Party.

As T said betore, the recent Crusade to London was sponsored
by the whole Town Council ; it was a united front of Labour
with Tories and this accounts for the shameful co-operation
along the route hetween the mens' leaders and Conservatives
1n vartous towns who provided hospitality. They were determined
To prevent any display of militancy.

To a large degree the charity mongers with their girs of
old clothes, ete.. have corrupted the unemployed.  No lead is
given them by the C.P., neither is there at present an N.U.W.M.
branch. At any move of the unemployed to protest against
their conditivns by way of demonstration, the @abour Party
Councillors rush w the fore in order to direct it into what they
consider *“ safe channels.” ’

This, broadly speaking, is 2 survey of the [arrow position.
You will probably consider that most of it is ancient history,
bur will realise that in order to understand the present, we
must po into past events,

There are many ex-members of the Labour Party and of
the C.P. who are thoronghly disgruntled, discussing, the position
at street corners,  These individuals are full of criticism but
display no desire to get together with a view to starting some
activity, I find it difficult to get them to wke a sane viewpoint
of Trotskyism as they accept what is dished up to them in the
Daily Worker regarding the recent trial, and then again the
Moscow droadcasts four nights a2 week are accepted as the truth.

I see that T have forgoften to make niention of the Co-
operative Society which has 20,000 members.

With Revolutionary Greetings,
L.S.

EptTor’s NoTE.—We welcome correspondence giving details
of conditions in various parts ot the country, criticising Freur,
or raising any points tor discussion in this paper.




