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CHINA FIGHTS—FOR WHOM
CARTOON in the Soviet newspaper “ Isvestia ” Chiang-Kai-Shek. The Stalinists should know be-

shows a little Japanese officer trying to ride a
Chincse coolic and getting an unexpected knock on
the nose.  From this it would appear that the Chinese
coolies are hestirring themselves, that the great liber-
ation war against foreign Imperialism has started.
Rulogies of the great leader Chiang-Kai-Shek appear
in the hourgeois press. We read about his oriental
screnity, his romantic marriage, his age, height,
weight, his calculating brain. How he reads his Bible
every day and how he alone, inspired by his Fnglish-
cducaled wife and the ten commandments, is leading
the Chinese proletariat and peasantry to the promised
land. Tor ten years this military dictator has held
full sway. Wor ten years he has striven for the un-
ification of the Chinese nation. Now his task ig com-
pleted. 'The Chinese soldiers have laid aside their
broadswords and taken up wmachine guns. Giant
bombers of 1,000 horae-power flash through the sky.
A direct hit will sink a battleship or demolish the
strongest building. He is matching the Japancse army
with pun for gun and plane for plane. Undoubtedly
Chiung-Kai-Shek is a great man. He is recognised
as such by the international financiers ]
SR + Thc giant Chinese coolie 18 giving
the little Japanese officer an unexpected knock on the

nose! ‘The giant Chinese coolie ig none other than

cause at one time he was an honoured guest at the
Kremlin and was taught how to distribute knocks on
the nose by the ‘“genius of geniuses, Sun of the
World,” the great Joscph himself.

In 1925 the starving masses of China were stirring
for revolt. In the textile mills of Chinese, Japanese
and British capitalists, conditions were appalling.
40% of the cmployees were children of from 6 years
of age, 40% were aged and broken women, aged not
by yeara but by the inhuman conditions under which
they slaved. Only 20% were men, They worked
from 12 to 14 hours a day without a break, Saturday
and Sunday included. The foreman paraded with a
club in his hand and stirred those weary children who
had never known childhood from falling uasleep over
their looms. Sometimes they did all the same, and
the looms that produced such fine silk and cotton
would produce a bloody mangled mess that was once
a child.

Their brothers or fathers may have been riksha
boys, those human draught animals who receive much
of the whip hut little of fodder. For fourteen hours
a day, spurred on by the curses of the ‘' ladies and
gentlemen ” and the batons of the International police-
men, 25,000 sweating slaves would try to outspeed
and undercut the trama and buses., Their reward was

* [ have not been able to find a copy where the words has not been blacked out and consequently I cun not reproduce them
in a foornote. See Al Richardson’s remark on this “cencorship™. 1.
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about 12/- a month and often families had to be
supporled on that.  Over-exertion, heart discase, pul-
monary consumption, danger and ill-usage were their
lot; in 5% years they dicd, hut what did that matter?
The I'rench and British Scltlements derived milliony
of taecls from this industry. There was one thing,
however, that did matter., The Chinese proletariat
way becoming congcious: it was learning to say “Down
with Cupitalism.”

Amongst the millions of peasants life was jusl as
hard. ‘'T'he heavy taxalion, the demands of the bandil
war-lords, the bareness of the soil and the primitive
methods of agriculture, provoked famine and death.
When a drought occurred the countryside was strewn
with thousands of corpses. Humanitarian appeals to
the great wheat combines that were busy burning tons
ol wheal mel with no response.  Wheat is not grown
to make bread but to make profit for the capitalist.
If the Chinese peagantry would not pay the priee then
they must fertilise the soil with their emaciated
bodics. In 1925 such conditions had given birth to
a revolutionary movement that boded ill for feudalism
ahd capitalism alike.

In 1920 L.enin had outlined the course of the Chin-
ese revolution.  The proletariat, organised in 'T'rade
Unions, and, the most advanced among them, in the
Conmtmunist Party. The peasants organised in Sov-
iels. The agrarian revolution, led by the proletariat,
would pass direetly into the proletarian revolution
and hasten the disintegration of world Imperialism,
By 1925 Stalin had become the voice of the Comin-
tern. T.enin had been dead only one yeur and now
Leninism as the scicnce of revolution was to be hru-
tally murdered. The Chinese C.P., the workers in
the Trade Unions and the peasant muasses, were or-
dered into the people's front—the Kuomintang, domi-
nated by Chiang-Kai-Shek., We will not recapitulate
the whole of thisg treacherous episode. People's
Frontism can only lead to one result and that result
is disastrous for the toiling maases. 'The history of
the Chinese Revolution has been written in detail
by Lcon Trotsky, that history will be repeated in
France and Spain if the workera do not learn in time,
By 1927 the Chinese revolution had been drowned in
blood.  Chiang-Kai-Shek, whom Stalin supported as
the revolutionary leader, entered Shanghai, and with
Japanese asasistance slaughtered thousands of Chinese
revolutionaries. From first to last 100,000 Chinese
workers and peagants lost their lives making the Kuo-
mintang * revolution.”

Ten years later the children in the textile millg are
still falling into their machines. The riksha boys are
still eoughing blood and dying within 54 years. The
peasants arc still landless and dying of famine. The
Chincse capitalists and the forcign Imperialists are
still reaping their profits. The profits have grown
and so hag the poverty of the masses.

No wonder Chiang-Kai-Shek ig hailed as a great
man by the bourgeoisie, no wonder [lsvestic depicts
him as the giant coolie who is knocking the little
Japanese officer on the noge. Imperialism and Stalin-
ism, although for different reasons, are interested
above all in preserving the life of capitalism. Chiang-
Kai-Shelk is their ideal leader. He ean keep the masses
in subicclion as no other Chinese leader can; he is
the tried and trusted servant of the Imperialist; he

can be entrusted with the most up to date instruments
of death and be relied on to wse them as his masters
dictate. To-day he is matehing jgun for gun and plane
for plane with the Japancse armies, he can even drop
his bombs killing British subjects and not provoke
an “incident.” Why? The answer is to be found in
the wmazing coutradictions that are inherent in Im-
perialismn,

Japan is the natural ally of Brilain, The anta-
gonism between Britain and the U.S.A. finds onc of
its expressions in the antugonism between the U.S.A,
and Japan. The antagonigmn between world capital-
ism and the Workers’ State, the Soviet Union, alse
expresses ilsell in the open halred of Japan for the
Soviet Union,  Japan, therefore, ean be used by Brit-
ain cither as an ally against the U.S.A. or against the
Soviet. Union. Japan’s industiries and her armed
forces were, in the curly days, financed and developed
by Britain. 8ince then she hus developed to the poinit
of being partially independent. DBritain supports
Japanese annexation of Manchuria, supports the pro-
posed conquest of the North China provinces. British
finance will find a profitable outlet in the capitalisa-
tion of these areas. But as Japan develops as an
industrialised country she demands a share of the
world markets, she competes with Tancashire in India
and Australia, her finunciers penetrate inlo all parts
of China, she demands parity with the Great Powerd
in armaments. Britain has especial interests in
Shanghai and Central China, she cannot tolerate any
encroachment on these preserves. When Japan al-
tempted to link the Chinese tael to the yen and Uiere-
by tu contrpl Chinese currency, the British bankers
soon told Japan what was what and who was who.
Japan, however, still persists in meddling,  Feono-
mically and politically she is becoming difficult o
control.

Compared with the last pre-depression  year,
1929, Japan’s industrial produclion has increased by
109,. France shows a decrease of 309, UU.S.A. a de-
crease of 25%, Britain shows very little change. Since
the world market long since reached the limil of its
expangion, Japan can increase her share of world
trade only at the expense of the other imperialist
powers.  British shipping and cofton exporls are ad-
versely affected. By the financial experts in the City
of London we are assured thal so long as the Iar
Eastern war is igolated there is no threat of a set-
back to British trade. In fact, the war iy regarded
as a potential bull point, gsince Japan's concentration
on armaments is bound (o roduce her competitive
power in world markets for manufactured goods. Div-
ersion of Japanese shipping Lo war purposes will create
a greater demand for the use of British ships. Already
freight rates have risen to a highly profitable level.
Karnings in the rayon industry are inereasing rapidly
through the removal of Japanese competition. The
armament speculators are making a nice profit by
supplying both sides. As in the Gran Chaco war, the
actual combatants are doubtful as to what they are
fightling for. Britain could have supplied the answer
then: she can supply the answer to-day.

When an Imperialism is young it fights its own
battles, or rather it uses its own wage-slaves as can-
non-fodder. When it grows old and crafty like Brit-
ish Imperialism it often deputes one of its puppets to
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do the dirty work., Chinng-Kai-Shek has rendered
yeoman service in the past, he is o fellow-Christian
anyhow, and Christiamty implies " serviee.” Phis one-
time member of the Third International drops his
servile, submissive attitude o Japan.  The Stalinists
have liquidated the peasant Soviets and the Red Army
has beconie an anti-Japanese Army.  So there is little
likelihood of trouble in the rear. Although “incidents”
have been plentiful, Japan is prepared to conciliate.
She is in no position to carry on a prolonged war even
with China. tler excess of imports over exports, her
budget deficits, the huge sums already spent on mili-
lary operations, her dwindling pold reserves, are lead-
ing; to internal chaos and bankruptey. But the pres-
tigge of Japan as a military power has heen challenged :
the irresponsible militarists carry the day against the
more cautious financiers who prefer the method of
“peaceful  penetration.””  The Japanese colonies in
Hankow and in all the river ports further up the
Yangise river are being brought down river to Shang-
hai and the Japanese colony in I'sinan is being brought
down river Lo Tsingtao. This evacuation of the Japan-
ese business community from the interior of China
means e temporary loss of the Chinese market, and
therewith the cufting of one of (he principle sinews
on which Japan is dependent if she ig poing o wage
war, cither with China or anyone clse.  Pogsibly her
armies will manage to cut off another slice of Chinese
tervitory. Hopei province containing the cities of
Peiping and Tientsin may come under Japanese rule,
but they are of little economic value. They will cost.
more-to keep in subjection than Japan can draw from
them. Japan is in a cleft stick and that is just where
Britain wants her to be.  The drain on Japanese re-
sources will foree her back into dependency on Britain,
the irresponsible militarists will be exposed and the
more amenable civil leaders will control the foreign
policy of Japun. The plan or project {hat Britain
is now putting forward to settle the dispute is in es-
sence to face Japan wilh the alternatives: prestige,
(which means @ war which Japan eannot afford), or
co-operation.  Co operation means thal Japan must
cease being troublesmme to Britain and allow British
diplomacy to decide all future moves on the Chinese
chesy-board.

Chiang-Kai-Shek is undoubtedly a great man, just
a3 Hitler and Mussolini are great men, because like
Lthese yrenttemen, he serves the interest of a class that
can bestow greatness on traitors and hangmen, and
that class is not the enslaved masses. To imagine,
however, that the social forces let loose by war can
be strictly controlled by the ruling classes is to aban-
don all hope of the social revolution. The last world
war shook the whole capitalist world to its founda-
tions.  Imperialist war was followed by a period of
civil wars that tumbled Kings and Emperors, smashed
old established forms of Government and demonstrated
the revolutionary will of the world proletariat. In the
one part of the world where the revolutionary prin-
ciples of Marxism were applied, the first Workers’
State came into being. Those principles, now trampled
under foot hy the Stalinist burcaucracy, are neverthe-
less being kept alive by the small band of 4th Inter-
nationalists under the leadership of Leon "Trotsky. If
the present war in the Far Fast is to progress beyond

the limits sed upon it by the Timperialists and Stalingsts
and boecome a revolutionary war against hoth foreign
Imperialism and national Capitalism, the Chinese pro-
letariat will have to rearm itself, not merely with guns
and bayounets, but with a Party, a programme and a
banner.  The road thal bLenin mapped outl in 1920
is the road that the Chinese masses must follow to-
day. Despite all the obstacles placed in their path,
the treachery of their leaders, the bitterness of pasi
defeals, there are signs of reawakening militaney. The
Shanghai workers still remember the slogan “ Down
with Cuapitalism.” The peasanta still remember the
Soviets that they shed their blood to build. They
both remember the execution squads of Chiang-Kai-
Bhek,  The exploiters have again put guns info their
hunds and guns often suggesi ideas that are -
healthy for those exploiters. In Shanghai the giarv
ing refugees are elubbed and murdered by the [nter
national military and police forces. In Japan the in-
tensification of the war is leading to an intensifieation
of the clasg-struggle. Today the cry of the oppressoed
masges in China and Japan is drowned by the slogans
of the bourgeoisie, but history has taugh! us that
thig is no guarantee of what will happen on the mor-
row,

“Down with Tmperialism. Down with capitalism.
Down with Chiang-Kai-Shek. Down with the Japan-
ese militarist and capitalists, T.ong live the revoln-
tionary unity of the Japanese and Chinese toilers!”
This is the ery of the proletariat and the peasants.
Tt is in their breasts gathering strength and volume.
When it breaks out, the world revolution will sSWeep
across the face of the earth and link the Kast with
the West under the banner of International Soecialism,

STUDY GROUP

To be beld at
THE MARXIST (CENTRE,
97 Kings Cross Road, W.C.1.

A Study Course of six lectures has been
arranged.  The first mecting will be held at
the above address on Sunday, September 5th,
at 2,30 p.m. and subsequent meetings  will
take place on the first Sunday in Octoher,
November, December, January, and March.

Lecture

1. 'The Dialectic.

T'ext Boolk

“ Method in Thinking ”
Fred Cusey

2. Marxian Economics. ‘Value, Price & Profit’

Marx
3. The State. Y State and Revolution
T.enin
4.  Imperialism. “ hmperialism "
Lenin

5. The Role of the Revolutionary Party.
6. Conelusions.

All revolutionary workers, their friends and
contacts, are welcome.

- - e o —
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NEWS FROM SPAIN

THE PROGRAMME OF THE SPANISH BOLSHEVIK-LENINISTS

THE following is u translation of the concluding

paragraphs of a leallet distributed by our Spanish
comrades on the 19th of July. It answers the ques-
tion: what do the Trotskyists want?

1. To defeat Fuscism with the only effective
wenpon, the weapon of the proletarian rovolution. To
destroy Fascism and its roots, which flourish only in
the rotten soil of capitalist demoeracy, by the expro-
priation of the exploiters and by (he total destruction
of the old state apparatus.  During a4 Lransition period
we wish Lo set up the dictatorship of the proletariat,
dirceted solely against the remaing of the bourgeoisie,
who, with the aid of foreign capitalisms, will try to
ve establish private properly and the bourgeois re-
gime.  The best example of attempts like this ure
the dishonest manoeuvres of the bourgeoisie at the
present. time, and above all of the PSUC.  The dicta
torship of the proletariat will be genuine working class
democracy, because the privileges of money will have
disappeurled and the workery, freed from eapitalist ex
ploitation, will decide their fate for themselves.

2. 5o long as the proletariat is not in a position
to take power, we shall defend the democratic rights
of the workers within the framework of the capitalist
or transitionary regime. That is why we have pub
licly and without any sort of manccuvre demanded
the United Front of Struggle, CNT-POUM-FAI; we
shall never allow the class enemy to destroy workers®
organisations, even when it is a question of our politi-
cal adversaries.  Yesterday we demanded the protec-
tion of the POUM; to-day we protest against (hose
who want to exclude the FAT from the popular tri-
bunals; and to-morrow, with arms in hand, we shall
defend the CNT.  We have been and we remain parti-
sang of proletarian democracy,

3. We stand for the formation of Revolutionary
Councils of workers, peasants and soldiers. These
Councils should be democraticually elected in cach fae-
tory, village and company. It must be possible to recall
the delegates at any moment if the majority so de-
cide. Couneils of this sort were formed during the
July days. The true wish of the masses is allowed
the freest possible play in them. 'These Councils will
have for their task the defense of the conquests of
the revolution, the maintenance of public order, the
control of economy and distribution. Each party will
propose its solutions: the masses will decide.

1. We are against the so-called Popular PFront.
Government, which is in reality a Government in which
the vast majority of the peaple is not represented. We
are against class collaboration beeause it is a trap
for the representatives of the working class.  Com-
promises in such a Government. lead inevitubly ta
treason . .. The only solution is Lo set up everywhere
Revolutionary Councils, to convoke a Congress of all
the delegates of the Councils, and to eleel a Central
Committee from the delegates of the workers, soldiers
and peasanty Councils, which will take in hand the

management of the country.  Tn such a Revolutionary
Couneil there will be no treachery, and it will thus be
able to bring the war to a victorious conelusion.

9. Qur aim is the complete expropriation of the
capitalists.  So far the banks have not been touched,
and the neans of exchange are under the control of
the bourgeois Government, We :ategorically reject the
‘municipalisation ”  feverishly  demanded by the
PSUC, which means in reality tuking away the enter-
prises from the Syndicates, and pulting them undcr
the control of the reactionary Government. Qur slogan
is complete socialisation, and the catablishment of a
monopoly of foreign (rade, under the direction of an
Feonomie Committee of the Revolutionary Council.

8. We demand the nationalisation of the land:
that is to say abolition of private landlordism. The
usurers shall no longer be able to take the land from
the peasants. We stand for the collectivisation of
agricultural cnterprises only where the peasants con-
sent to i without eonstraint.  Distribution of the
Lind must be mnade by the peasants’ Councils according
to the principle: . "The land for those who work
it

7. We ure of the opinion that only a centralised
Aarmy under a united command can ensure military
victory., But it must be a revolntionary army in which
cach soldier enjoys political rights, in which the offi-
cers dre clected and can be recalled by assemblies of
soldicrs. The same salary for everyone, The united
command under the control of a Council of War of
the Revolutionary Council. In such an army, Lhe
enthusiasm of the soldiers and their revolutionary
vigilance will counterbalance the lack of material and
technique, It will be a vietorious army.

K. We stand for the rvight of national minoritics ta
dispose of themselves, and for the absolule freedom
of the people of Moroceo, including the rigztht of scepar-
ation. Morocco for the Moroceans: the moment that
this slogan is publicly proclaimed it will foment in-
surrection among the oppressed masses of Moroceo
and cause disintegration in the mercenary Fascist ar-
my. We stand for a Federation of Socialist Repub-
lies, because this corresponds best to (he interests of
the working class. 1t must be constituted without
constraint by the free and fraternal unification of all
Lthe workers.

9. We fight the Stalinist Bureaucracy which pre-
tends Lo construct * socialism ” in Russia while sabot-
aging the socialist revolution in Spain and throughout
the entire world. Our final aim is the World Revolu-
tion und the establishment of Socialism over the whole
waorld, which is the only guarantee against the usur-
pation of the proletarian conquests by a bureaueratic
layer like that of the Soviet Union. We arc against
Non-Intervention as praeticed by the Peoples’ Com-
misgars of the 3rd International and by the bourgeois
ministers of the 2nd International. We demand the
revolutionary intervention of the proletariat and trans.
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formation of the Spanish revolition into IKuropean
revolution.

10, The old organisations have led us into an im-
passe. Deeply convineed that vielory apgainst the
Fascist barbariang and the whole capitalist class de
pands entirely on eapable leadership, we shall con
cenlrate our efforts on the creation during the strug
gle of a new revolutionary party, to be equal to that
task. Its granite base will be the programme of
sctentific socialism, laid down by Marx and Fngels,
and continued by Lenin and Trolsky., Before the dis-
graceful treason of the 2nd and 3rd Internationals
we shall bring together again all consistent revolu-
tionaries in the new, the 4th International, which will
be the world party of social revolution. Bencath ita
unsullied hanner socialism will triumph!

7 #*

COMBADICS! We know that our first task is to put
franco’s bands to rout.  BBut you, like us, know that
military victory s inaeparable from the social revo-
Tution.  Openly and without manoeuvres we fight

PERSECUTION

W}C print helow some extracts from a letter from
one of our comrades in Barcelona, which give
a4 good idea of the social changes which have taken
pace and the problems which (ace revolutionaries in
Spain since the May days.

14th July, 1937,

" The local groups of the AL are carrying on illegal
propaganda.  Unfortunately their slogans are ab-
gsiract.  What occupies the revolutionaries most is the
arrest of hundreds and hundreds of revolutionaries of
the POUM and of the FAI, without being put on trial,
Under pressure from the CN'T' the police have given
the undertaking not to hold prisoners more than 30
days without bringing them before a court; but they
don’t keep to il.  There is a rumour that on Monday,
the 12th, the foreign prisoners  started a hunger
strike.  This 15 likely  enough. Four Americans
starled a hunger strike last week.  They are now
in hospitul.  The number of foreign prisoners is at
least 60 (in Barcelona alone) but probably more.

* 2! :

“ The repression is much worse in Catalonia than in
the reat of the country. The “Soli” only speaks
about the most important political eventa in the lan-
guage of flowers. But the Anarchist press of Madrid
and even Valencia, although often suspended, speaks
more freely.  The national committee of the CNT of
Valencia has now taken up publiely the defenge of
the POUM. The “ Soli” only dares to print the speech
of the Secrelary of the National Commitiee of the
CNT, Mariano R. Vasquez, but we read the following
in the * Casgtille Libre de Madrid ” of the 4th of July.

"“ The suppression of the POUM. We must point out
that we consider it an injustice, an unqualified attack
on liberty, and it is our duty to say so, even though
it 18 direeted against our opponents.  In the case of

against a policy which seems to us disastrous. The
deepening of the social revolution far from weakening
the united front in the trenches, will strengthen the
fighting spirit of our militians, We wish to revive
the spirit of July 1936,

With the enthusiasm of those days and the arms
and experience of to-day, we shull celebrate July 1938
in a Socialist Spain free from the capitalist yoke.

To all revolutionaries who feel that they are ap-
proaching us, we appeal; come and join our ranks!
In f{riendly discussion we shall clear up points of dis-
agreement and, united in struggle, we shall put to
rout our common enemy'!

DOWN WITH IFASCISM AND CAPITATLISM!

LONG LIVE THE SPANISH PROLETARIAN
RICVOLUTION'!

LONG LIVE THE WORLD RIVOLUTION!

Barcelona, July 19th, 1937,
Bolshevik Leninist Section of Spain
(4th International),

IN CATALONIA

the Poum, what is inadmissable is that they atiack
this organisation, accusing these people of heing in
contact with Franco and many other things.  An or-
ganisation; that docs not mean individuals. An or-
ganisation which has a fuith, a doetrine, an orienta-
tion, a position, is as worthy of our respeet as any
other.  We cannot, consequently, accept the conduct
of this attack, cte., ele”

July 21st, 1937.

“July the 19th, the auniversary of the Spanish revo-
lution, passed like an ordinary day. All the Catalan
parties were agreed to celebrate this glorious day by
a united demonstration. But at the last moment the
Valeneia government intervened with the cynical ex-
cuse Lhat the anti-Faseist sentiment, as well as the
“inter-penetration hetween he {ront and the rear”
can always be shown when the oceeasiop arises, and
that public order must be an effective thing.

* Thjs altilude 15 only logicul on the part of the
Valenciu authorities. How ecould a counter.-revolu-
ttonary Government permit the celebration of the
revolution?

“The same general who suspended the demonstration
arranged for the 18th of May, gave, himself, a very
characterislic demonstration on the 19th. A thousand
Assanll. Guards and police, armed to the teeth, pat-
rolled the streets of Barcelona: between each platoon
two im‘uchinc guns (1937 paltern), with cases of am-
munition.  Public order is an effective thing.

H ('_)rdr_-r is also maintained by other methods. Al
the Catalan police have been sent to the front or to
In Barcelona there nare

the depths of the country,
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only the 'Cossacks. The only exception ig the eriminnl
police.  For this job one needs a perfec| knowledge
of the town and of the Catalan langunge.  Bot this
local police is kept under a very rigid discipline. There
is no confidence in anyone who might be at all in
touch with the Catalan people.

“This applies even 1o the fire brigade, Sore weeks
ago, we read in " o Vanguardia’ that our firemen
bad gone to Madrid to help the comrades Lhere who
have too much to do. DBut the real reason was this.
if, for exmnple, the workers were to set fire to the
Hotel Colon or other PSUCIst centres, the firemen
might be unwilling 1o protect these buildings just as
a year ago they did not proteet the churches and
monastries burnt by the people. The hate agninst
the PSUC to-day is as great as the hate against the
Catholie clergy was yesterday.  Perhaps even sreater,

Another new method of preserving public erder is thatl
the whole lown is covered by o network of gnards,
carcliully placed in empty shops or ground floor rooms.
These posta with 1H men in each are only 3 minutes
wulk (rom cach other. In this way they hope to
crush any spontancous uprising at the first moment.

“ Meanwhile the PSUC is working feverishly to re-
cruit members. g members are rather specious. We
read for example, in an illegal tract of the Libertarian
Youth, *“Members of the School of Wur are arrested,
and offered their liberly on condition Lhat they join
the PSUC." Another method; If they arrest a man
who says that he is not a revolulionary, the police
suggest. to him that he should enter the PSUC, This
party is developing an activity which can only be
comparced to the activity of the SA and the 88 in
CGermany hefore 1333."

THE POLITICAL BASIS OF THE ACCUSATION :
TERRORISM

The following is an extract from Trotsky’s
final speech to the Preliminary Commission
of Enquiry.

(Mexico, April 17th, 1937).

II" terror is feasible for one side, why should it be

considered as excluded for the other? With all its

seductive symmeatry this reasoning is corrupt to the
core. 1t is altogether inadmissible to place the terror
of a dietatorship against an opposition on the same
plane with the terror of an opposition against a
dieclatorship.  To the ruling eclique, the preparation
of murders through the medium of a court or from
behind an ambush s purely and simply a question
of police technique. In the event of a failure some
sceond-rank agents can always be sacrificed. On the
part of an opposilion, lerror presupposes the con-
centration of all forces upon a preparing of attempts,
with the fore-knowledge thal every one of them,
whether success{ul or unsuccessful, will evoke in reply
the destruction of scores of their best men.  An op-
position could by no meuns permit itself such an
insanc squandering of its forces. It is precisely for
thig, and for no other reason, thul the Comintern does
not resort to lerroristic attempts in the countries of
Lthe Fageist dictatorship. The Opposition is as little
inclined to the policy of suicide as the Comintern,

According to the indictment, which banks on ig-
norance and mental laziness, the *‘ Trotskyiles ” re
solved lo destroy the ruling group in order in this
way to clear for themgelves the path to power. The
average philistine, especially if he wears the badge
of & “Friend of the USSR, reasons ag follows:
The Oppositionists could not bul strive for power
and could not but hate the ruling group. Why, then,
shouldn’t they really resort to torror? In other words,

for the philistine the matter ends there where in
reality it only beging. The leaders of the Opposition
are not upstarts, nor novices. It is not at all a ques-
tion of whether they strove for power. Tovery serious
political tendency strives to conquer power. The
question is: Could the Oppositionists, educated upon
the enormous experience of the revolutionary move
ment, have entertained even a moment's belief in this,
thal lerror is capable of bringing them closer to
power?  Russian history, Marxist theory, political
psychology reply: No, they coutdn’t!

At this point, the problem of terror requires clari
fication, even though briefly, from the standpoint of
history and theory. Insofar as 1 am delineated as
the initiator of the “anti-Soviet terror,” I am com-
pelted to invest my exposition with an autobiographic
character. In 1902, I had ne sooner arrived in London
from Siberia, aflter almost five years of prison and
exile, than I had the oceasion, in a memorial article
devoted to the bi-cenlennary of the fortress of
Sehliisselberg with its hard-labour prison, o cnume-
rate the revolutionists there torlured to death, “ The
shades of these martyrs clamour for vengeance. . . "
But immediately thereafter, I added: “ Not for a
personal but for a revolutionary vengeance. Not for
the execution of ministers but for the execution of
the autocracy.” These lines were directed wholly
against individual terror.  Their author was 23 years
of age. I‘rom the earliest days of his revolutionary
activity he wag already an opponent of terror,

From 1902 to 1905 I delivered, in the various cities
of Europe, before Russian students and emigres,

scores of political reports against terrorist ideology
which at the beginning of the century was once again
spreading among the Russian youth.




September, 1937,

FIGHT 7

Beginning with the eighties of the last century,
Llwo generations of Russian Marxists in their personal
experience lived through {he era of terror, learncd
from its tragic lessons and orgunically instilled in
Lthemselves a negative attitude toward the heroie sd-
venturism of lone individualy., Plekhanov, the founder
ol Russian Marxism; Lenin, the leader of Bolshevism;
Martov, the most eminent representative of  Men-
shevism, dedicated thousands of pages and hundreds
of apceches to the struggle with the tactic of terror.
The ideological inspiration, emanating from  these
senior Marxisty, nourished during adolesecence my
attitude to the revolutionary alchemy of the shut-in
intellectual circles,  Ior us, the Russian revolution-
igts, the problem of terror was a life-and-death prob-
lern both in the political ay well ans the personal
- meaning of the lerm. For uy, a terrorist was nol a
character from a novel but a living and familiar
being.  In exile we lived for years side by side with
the terrvorists of the older gencration. In prisons
and in police custody we met with terrorists of our
own apge. We tapped out messages back and forth
in the Peter and Paul fortress with terrorists con-
demned to denth, How many hours, how many days
were spent in passionate discussion, how many times
did we break personal relationships on this most
burning of all questions! Russian literature on
terrorism, nourished by and reflecting these debates,
would fill up u large library,

Isolated terroristic explosions are inevitable when-
ever oppression transgresses cerlain boundaries. Such
acls almost always have a symptomatic character.
Bul politics that sanclifies terror, raising it into u
system -that is a different thing, * Terrorist work,”
I wrote in 1809, “in its very essence, demands such
a coneentration of energy upon ‘the supreme moment,'
such an over-estimation of personal heroism and,
lastly, such an hermetically sealed conspiracy as
.excludes completely any agitational and organiza-
tional activity among the masses. . . Struggling against
terrorism, the Marxian intelligensia defended their
right or their duty not to withdraw from the working
class districts for the sake of tunnelling of mines
underneath the Grand Ducal and Tzarist palaces. It
i impossible to fool or outwit history. In the long
run history puts everybody in his place. The basic
property of terror as a system is to destroy that
organization which by means of chemiecal compounds
seeks to compensate for a lack of its own political
strength. There are, of course, historical conditions
where lerror ecan introduce confusion among  the
governing ranks. Rul in that case who is it that
can reap the fruits? At all events, nol the terrorist
organization itsclf and not the masses behind whose
backs the duel taukes place. Thus the liberal Russian
bourgeois, in their day, invariably sympathized with
terrorism. The reason is plain. In 1909 1 wrote-
“Ingofar ag terror-introduces disorganization and de-
moralization in the ranks of the government (at the
price of disorganizing and demoralizing the ranks of
the revolutionists), to that extent it plays into the
hands of none other than the liberals themselves.”
The very same idea, expressed virtually in the same
words we mecet a quarter of a century later in con-
nection with the Kirov assassination.

“The very fact of individunl attempts is an infall-
ible token of the politieal backwardnesy of a country
and the feeblencss of the progressive forces (here.
The revolution of 1905, which disclosed the  vaat
strength of the proletariat put an end to the roman-
ticism of the single combatl between a handful of
intellectuals and 'Tsarism.  “ Terrorism in Russia is
dead,” 1 reiterated in o number of articles, o Ter-
ror hag migeated far to the Fast- to the province
of Punjab and Bengal,.. It may be that in other
countriea of the Orient terrorism is still destined to
puss through an epoch of flowering. But in Russia
it i8 aircady a part of the heritage of history.”

From 1907 [ found myself again in exile, The
broom of counter-revolution was savagely at work,
and the Russian colonies in European cities became
voery numerous,  'The entire zone of my second emi-
gration wag devoted to reports and articles against
the terror of vengeance and deapair. In 1909 it was
revealed that at the head of the terrorist organization
of the so-called * Social Revolutionists stood an
agent-provocateur, Azef. “In the blind alley of
terrorism,” T wrote, ““the hand of provocation rules
with agsurance ” (January 1910). Terrorism hags
always remained for me nothing but a “blind alley.”

During the same period I wrote: ** The irreconceil-
able attitude of the Russian social democracy towards
the burcaucratized terror of the revolution as a means
of struggle againat (he terrorist biureaucracy of
Tsarisim has ret with bewilderment and condemna-
tion not only among the Russian liberals but also
amony the Kuropean Socialists.” Both the lutter and
the former accused us of '* doctrinairism.” On our
part we, the Russian Marxists explained by the op-
portunism of the Jeaders of Kuropean social-democ-
racy, who had become accustomed to transfer their
hopes from the masses to the ruling summits, their
aympathy for Russian terrorism. “Whoever stalks
a ministerial portfolio...as well as they who, clasping
an infernal machine beneath a cloak, stalk the minis-
ter himsgelf must equally overestimate the minister—.
his personality and hig post.  For them the system
itsell disuppears or recedes far away and there re-
maing only the individual invested with powers.” We
shall pregently, in connection with the Kirov assas-
sination, meet once again wilth this thought which
runs through the deeades of my aclivity.

In 1911, terrorist moods arose  among ceortain
groups of Austrian workers. Upon the request of
Friedrich Adler the editor of Der Kampf, the theo-
retical monthly of the Austrian Social-Democracy, 1
wrote in Noverber, 1911, an article on terrorism for
this organ. * Whether or not a terrorist attempt,
even il “suecessful” introduces eonfusion in the rul-
ing eircles depends upon the concrete political cir.
cumstances. In any case this confugion can only be
of short duration. The capitalist state does not rest
upon ministers and cannot be destroyed together with
them. The elusses which the State serves will always
find new men -the mechanism remains intact and
continues to funetion. But much deeper is that con-
fusion which the terrorist altempts to introduce into
the ranks of the working masses. I it is enough
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to arm oneself with a revolver o reach the goat,
then to what end are the endeavours of the class
struggte?  If a pinech of powder and a slug of lead
are ample to shoot the enemy through the neek,
where is the need of a class organization? 1t there
is any rhyme or reason in scaring titled personuages
with the noise of an explosion, what need is Lhere
for a party? What is the need of meelings, mass
agitation, clections when it is so casy to take aim
at the ministerial beach from the parliamentary gal-
lery?  Individual terrorism in our eyes is inadmis-
aible precigsely [or the reason that it lowers the mass-
es in thedr own consciousness, reconciles them to im-
polence and directs their glances and hopes towards
the great avenger and emancipator who will some
day come and accomplish his mission.”” Five years
later, in the heat of the imperialist war Friedrich
Adler, who had spurred me to write thig article, killed
the Austrian Minister President Stuerkh in a Vienna
restaurant. The heroie sceptic and opportunist was
unable to find any other outlet for bis indignation
and despair. My sympathies were, naturally, not on
the gide of the Hapsburg dignitary. However, to
the individualistic action of Friedrich Adler I count-
erposed the form of activity of Karl Licbknecht who
during wartime went out inté a Berlin square to
distribute a revolutionary manifesto Lo the workers.

On the 28th of Decainber, 1934, four weeks afler
the Kirov agsassination, at a time when the Stalinist
judiciary did not know as yet in what direction to
aim the barb of their “ justice,” I wrole in the Bul-
letin of the Opposition: .. IJf Marxists have categ-
orically condemned individual terrorism...even when
the shots were directed against the agents of Tsarist
government and of capitalist exploitation, then all
the more relentlessly will they condemn and reject
the criminal adventuriam of terrorist acts directed
against the burecaucratic representatives of the first
workers’ gtate in history, The subjeclive motivationsa
of Nikolaiev and his associated are a matter of in-
difference to us.  So long as Lhe Soviet bureaucracy
has not been removed by the proletariat, a task which
will eventuully be accomplished, it fulfills 2 necessary
function in Lhe defence of (he workers' state,  Should
terrorism of the Nikolaiev Lype spread, it could, given
other unfavourable circumstances, render service only
Lo the Fascist counter-Revolution.

*“Only political fakers who bank on imbeciles would
endeavour Lo lay Nikolaiev at the door of the Left Op-
position, even if only in the gnise of the Zinoviev group
ag it existed in 1926-27. 'The terrorist organization
of the Communist youth is fostered nol by the Left
Opposition but by the burcaueracy, by its internal
decomposition.  Individual terrorism, in very essence
is  bureancrabism lurned inside onl. For Marxis(y
this law was not discovered yesterday, Bureaueratism
has no confidence in the masses, and endeavours to
substitute itself for the masses.

‘“Terrorism hehaves in the game manner; it wantsg
to make the masses happy without asking their par-
ticipation. ‘The Stalinist bureaucracy has created o
revolling  leader-cult, endowing leaders with divine
atiributes. * Hero” worship is also the religion of
terrorism, only with a minus sign.  ‘The Nikolaievs
imagine that all that is necessary ig to remove u

few leaders by means of revolvers in order for his-
tory to take another course., Communist-terrorists,
as an ideological grouping, are of the same flesh and
blood as the Stalinist bureaucracy.” (Jan, 1935, No.
41). These lines, as the reader has had the oppor-
tunity to-convinee himself, were not writlen ad hoc.
They summarize the experience of a whole lifetime
which was in its turn fed by the experience of (wo
generations.

Already in the epoch of Tsarism, a young Marxist
who went over to the ranks of the terrorist party was
a comparatively rare phenomenon rare enough to
cause people Lo point their fingers, But at that time,
there was at least taking place an unceasing theore-
tical struggle hetween two lendencies, the publica-
tions of the two parties were waging a hitter polemie,
public dispules did not cease for a single day. Now,
on the other hand, they want to force us to believe
that not young revolutionists but old leaders of Rus-
siun Marxism, with the tradition of three revolutions
behind them, have suddenly, without criticism, with-
out discussion, without a single word of explanation
turned their fuces to terrorism which they had always
rejected us a method of political suicide. The very
possibilily of such an accusation shows to what
depths of debasement the Stalinist bureaucracy has
dragged the official theoretical and political thought,
notl to mention Soviet justice, To political convietions
gained through experience, scaled by theory, tempered
in the white heat of the history of mankind, the ful-
sifiers counlerpose inchoate, contradictory and uttee-
ly unsubstantiated testimonies of suspicious nonenti-
ies.

Yes, say Stalin and his agents, we cannot deny that
Trotsky did warn with the very same insistence
against terrorist adventurism not only in Russia but
also in other countries in various stages of political
development, and under different conditions. Butl we
have discovered in his lifetime a few instances which
conslilutes an exeeplion to the rule. In a conspira-
torial letter he wrote to one Dreitzer (and which no-
body ever saw); in a conversation with Tloltzman
who was brought to Trotsky in Copenhagen by his
son (who at the time was in Berlin) in a conversation
with Berman and Davis (of whom I never heard
prior to the first reports of the court procecdings)
in these four or five instances Trotsky issued to his
followers (who were in reality my bitterest oppon-
ents) terrorist. instructipns (without making any at-
lempt either to justify them or to tie them up with
the cause to which my entire life has been devoted).
If Trotsky had imparted his programmatic views on
terror orully and in writing to hundreds of thousands
and millions in the course of forly years, it wus only
in order to deceive them. tlis real views he expound-
ed in strictest secreey to the Bermans and the
Davids... And then a miracle came to pass! These
inarticulate “inatructions” which rest wholly on the
mental level of the Messrs. Vyshinsky, proved suffi-
cient for this: that hundreds of old Marxists
automatically, without any objections, without utter-
a syllable —- turned to the path of terror. Such
is the political basis of the trin)l of the sixteen
(Zinoviev ef al). To put it differently: the trial of

the gixteen completely lacks a political busi

5.
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1937 TRADE

HE British Trade Union Movement reflects to-day
the tendencies and conflicts within Lhe working
class.  On the one hand we have the intentions of
the ruling clasa and their servants, the T.U. leaders
to assure “national unity” on the industrial field,
On the other is the reaction of the workers to the
rising cosi. of living, worsened conditions, the menieo
of diluted labour and the war danger.  We outlined
last month the course of the struggle between these
two forces, the suceess of the reactionarics with the
assistunce of the Stalinisls, and raised the urgent.
issuc of the workers defending  themselves against
attack and betrayal in order to prepare for the future
offensive.  Within the Unions changes ure taking
place, the old eraft conceptions are being challenged
by the need for industrial unionism forced upon the
workers by the developments of modern industry.
Slowly, in the face of ficree oppagition from the
hureaueracy, a new type of Unionism is coming into
being, demanding struggle at the point of production
for better rates and conditions. The unofficial strikey
of the Jast few months, many of them spontancous,
and the shurp conflicts between militants and the
bureaucrats in the Unions indicate this process,  ‘The
Trade Union leaders in general and particularly in
periods of legality have great advantages over the
militants.  Control of a powerful machine (registered
Rules), drawn up in such a way as to proteel their
interests, and access to the whole membership enable
them to dominate in the absence of widespread and
organised revolls from the great mass of workers,
Thus the official Conferences of the Unious tend to
vefleet 0 more backward development of militancy
than is actually occurving in the workplaces and
Trade Union branches. Klection of dele yates to Con-
ferences is often a malter of bureanerats scleeting
each other, all allowed by Rule. At the Conferences
the platform usually has a bunch of bloe votes in
hand, and will use all their well learned arts of man-
ipulation Lo get “reasonable” decisions aceepted.
Under certain pressure from the members the leaders
will move left, but all history and experience hag
proved that they will merely seek the first convenient
opportunily to belray the workers.

Thus, when we are considering the importance of
this year's Trade Union Congress, to be heid this
month al Norwich, in order to draw for future sction
the necessary conclusions, the above points must be
kept in mind. The British T.U.CL, with its executive
the General Council represents the federated slrength
of Trade Unious embracing about 4 million workers
(a third of those employed), and in this position iy
of considerable importance. TItself a reflection of the
need for co-ordinated industrial aclion, it has earned
from the bourgeoisie atlention and respeet by its
“loyal” policy and methods. Deriving girength, ag
do the Unions, for reactionary  purposes from the
whole development of reformism and constitutional-
ism, it 1s more remaved than the latter from rank
and file influence.  Delegatlions to the Congresa are

"
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often from Union exceutives, in other cases (hese Taat-
ter uge Lheir power to asgure a “sensible” delegation.
The big dominating Unions, i.c., the N.U.R.,, A1,
Miners, and T.G.W.U. settle their policies first and
then carry out their fraction work to control the
Congress,  Speaking of the Lubour Party Conference
(the T.U.'s political expression) an Execentive member
of the National Society of Painters, wag quite frank,
— "Usually those Trade Union groups, which rep-
resent the lurge organisations meel on the Sunday
prior to the opening, and on all main issues Lo be
discussed, decide how their colleetive vote shall he
exercised, and woe betide him who dares to opposce
the group decision.” We have no partienlar objection
to “fraction work” in ilself. Tndeed, the militants,
in the face of the superior manocuvring abilities of
the bureaucrals, are foreed to organige their strupgle
in the inferests of the working class. Rut experience
hias demonstrated that the fraction work of the .17
leaders s on behalf of the employing class.  These
sentlemen, while carrying this out, are the first 1o
attack the rank and file's independent efforts at or-
ganised resistance, By any methods as outlined
above, by the use of the bloe vote, and if neecssry
going to the length of ignoring their members' in
structions, the caucus will seek to keep the Move-
ment on the path of clasy collaboration. At the same
ti'me they have to consider the tendencies among the
rank and file,  Any leftward swing must be kept
under control, and (o do this, “left” speeches and
even action may be obligatory (General Strike 1026).
Thus, while the revolutionaries have no illusions as
to the role of the burcancracy (highest expression
the T.U.C. General Couneil) they must participate in
the struggles within the Conferences in order to pre-
pare for the re-organisation of the Movement as an
instrument. of struggle, now on the immediate is5Ues,
nitimately for the revolutionary actions in the fact.
ories and  streets against Capitalism. Continual
pressure on the leaders for action, fighting for demuo-
cratisation, utilisation of the Conference floor ag a
tribune to state the revolutionary ease, must be allicd
with organisational work aimed at ensuring the win-
ning over of the greatest possible sections of the
arganised workers from the hold of the bureaneracy
at the decisive moment for revolutionary action,

This years Congress will he of value chiefly in
demonstrating to the workers the anti-working class
character of Reformist and Stalinist policy. The hig
Uniong have already decided policy on the major
issues (reported in our lasi issue), and the Congress
will mercly put the rubber stamp of approval on the
wishes of the cauecus. The left-wing, in the past

somewhat froublesome, will he regpectable, under
“Communist” leadership, chiefly concerned with unity
for “social progress, defence of peace and democracy,"
C.P. affiliation. The result will be therefore the puass-
ing of a number of pious resolutions declaring for
and urging the Government to do something abont
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hours of labour, wages and conditions, ete.  This will
be aceompanied by a campaign against the militants,
called, of course “disruplers” and against “irrespon-
aible” strikes ofe.  With the next Imperialist great
war approaching the leaders hasten to prepare the
Movement for the ruting class service. The agenda
illustrates this process strikingly, We will take the
leading items: —

THE FORTY HOUR WEEK.

Much digeussion will be gpent on this question, the
leaders will hold forth on its great desirability, but
will urge that it is a matter for negotiation with the
Covernment, A shorter week and holidays with pay
are issues which are receiving plenty of publicity
today. They represent demands that can be fought
for by the workers, only when linked to the fight for
higher wages, and better eondition, T.U. recruitment
ote.

There are signs that the forty hour week issue will
be used by the leaders to canalise the unrest among
the rank and file into safe channels. Congress will
support it in principle, and the General Council will
be inastructed Lo prepare a leisurely campaign to bring
pressure to bear on the authorities. Thus the worlk-
ers worried aboul defending their existing standards
againgt. “scab” or diluted labour, and ready to take
the offensive for increases {o offact the inereased cost
of living, will be given the opportunity Lo agituie for
a forly hour week. Faced with the urgency of or-
ganising the remaining 8 million workers, the T.U.C.
are conlent to distract attention by talk of shorter
hours and holidays. In this they show astuteness.
The Trade Union Movement hay for many years ad-
vertised the shorter working week and holidays with
pay ag part of its ultimule aims. Thus the fire of
immediate struggle is to be extinguished while the
bureaucrats negotiate for a far distant candle.

YOUTH AND FEMALE LABOUR.

The steady inroads made by this cheap labour is

a potential menace to T.UL conditions. Although a.t
present. these workers are chiefly engaged in repeti-
tion tasks, in industry after industry there is a grad-
ual process of undermining the Trade Unionigt. While
the Unions are content to sce that their actual mem-
bers get the rate, great masses of young workera are
learning routine operations in underraled factories.
At the next slump these workers will be used by the
employers to break down existing standards. In tbe
face of this we find the T.U.C. recognising on paper
the danger and limiting themselves to interviews with
the Minister of l.abour. The lelt wing at the Con-
gress must raise the slogan of organising the youth
and oppose the narrow craft-protection attitude of
the AB.U, leaders.

The other issues of uncemployment, wage agree-
ments, pensiong ete., provide opportunities for the
militants to demand (he eco-ordination of working
clags struggle and to expose the insincerity of the
leadership.
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WAR AND REARMAMENT.

The big Unions having decided policy on this ques-
tion, Congress will have the lask of making the de-
cision of supporting the Imperialist war preparations
palatable to the masses. The leaders stand for the
“defence ol peace and democracey’ against the Fascist
aggressors (whoever may be Brilain's opponents in
the next war), It is likely that Congress will adopt
the A.E.U. regolution, which supports armaments for
the purpose of collective sceurity, while opposing the
too pro-Fascist aggressor Nalional Government’s war
programme. With reservations for the proteetion of
craft or trade interests, this formula provides w con-
venient. method of lining the workers up behind the
bourgeoisie.  The left wing under Stalinist domina-
tion will be paralysed by such a resolution, and wil’
afford no effective opposition.  Indeed, it is the sue-
cess of HStalinism that makes such a betrayal possible.

UNITY AND MILITANCY.

The T.U. leaders having utilised the Stalinist’s new
line to continue their old game of selling the workers,
will reject the C.P. demand for affiliation, pointing out
that unity for “peace and progress” can best be
achieved if workers join the “trinity” ie. lLabour
Party, T.U.'s and Co-operatives. Their task will be
casier because, while the left moving workers are
deceived into giving growing support for the “anti-
Iazcist” Stalinist line, they have a distrust of the
acrobatic C.P.(G.B. 1f the British Labour leaders can
utilise the C.P. propaganda to strengthen their hold
upon the masses without (he necessity of accepling
these troublesome hed-fellows, they can force the
frantic Stalinists o diseredit themselves by further
leaps to the right. The needs of bourgeois alliances
places upon these gentlemen the role of leading ex-
terminators of the revolutionuries and militants
throughout the whole industrial field.

Amid a general chorus on the need for Trade Union
recruitment the leaders will launch attacks upon the
“thyruplive” militants, The bourgeoisie require in-
dustrial peace to prepare for war. The miners, trans-
port workers, and engineers have been troublesome,
and the workers in general arve becoming restive. Any
drive for new members will be accompanied by pre-
cuutiots to ensure that the new membership will be
“loyal ” to ecolleetive bargaining, ete.  The militant
workers are the danger. Under their leadership
young unorganised labour takes up the struggle. So
the sinister red-herring of the really quite innogent
Comintern will be dragged across the stage Lo enable
the Labour leaders to get ideologieal ganction to erush
the bhest working class fighters,

WHAT MUST RBE DONE,

The 1937 Trade Union Congress will thusg give the
workers nothing. It merely demonstrates the gtrength
of the Labour burcauncracy, its reactionary and pro-
British Imperialist role.  Together with the T.abour

Party Conference, to come ghortly after, it significs
the preparations of the leaders to fake the workers
into the coming war behind their Timperialist masters,
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by the road of class collaboration, of the crushing of
the militants, and of the rotten liberalism, that they
dare to call Socialism.

The apposition, confused and betrayed by the Stal-
inists, will be unable to funetion effectively.  Of the
olher left wing forces at the Congress the LT.P. mi-
litants, while very possibly gincere, will be hampered
by the continual vacillations of that Party. If they
confine themselves to Lhe “regrets” of the “New
Leader” of August 13th, which spoke as follows on
the T.U.C.: -

“With the bias of planning production o meet all
human needs, the Socialist demands the 40 howur week
- that the T.U.0. make this a fighling matter —
we know from - capilalist economisls that planned
production can meel all needs on far less than a 40
hour weck.” “It is ondy by linking (hese immediale
objectives with an exposure of Capilalism and with
the alternative planned system of Socialism, Lhatl the
whole Movemen! cuan advance lowards the new SYS -
tem of society. Such ¢ constructive method of look-
ing ut the day to day strugyle is sadly lacking, I
fear, from (he leaders of Trade Unionism today.” -
“Where the AE.U. has gone all wrong is firsl in
Jailing to point out that Capitalism is itself the root
of War.” they will he ultering quite worthy senti-
ments, but deceiving the workers as to the nctual
position.  What should have been said is as follows: -

1. The socialist supports the demand for indus-
trial struggle for the forty hour weck beecause, as
Rosa, Luxemburg so clearly points out, “ The daily
struggle for reforms, for the amelioration of the con-
dilions of the workers within the framework of the
existing social order, and for democralic institutions,
offerg to the soeial-democracy the only means of en-
gaging in the proletarian class war and working in
the direction of the final goal — the conquest of po-

THE COLONIAL QUESTION
IMPERIALISM IN

HIE recent dealings between the representative of

the Government of the Union of South Africa,
General ITertzog, and the representative of the British
Government, Mr. M, Maecdonald, regarding the ques-
tien of the Protectorates, reported in the bourgeois
Press, is an opportunity to raise a number of ques-
tions on South Africa which are of interest to the
British working class,

Firgt of all, however, about the dispute itgelf. Pop-
ularly speaking, the wealth of South Africa is de-
rived from gold and diamonds. All wealth, however,
arises Trom the application of labour power to the
earth's natural resources. The less the capitalist has
to pay for labour power, the more surplus value will
he derive from the commodities produced. The na-
tives of South Afriea therefore, the Bantu peoples,
are forced by the ruthless oppression of ingaliable
Imperjalism to beecome the wage slaves of the Chris-

litical power and the suppression of wage labour. Re-
tween social reforins and revolution there exista for
the social-demoeracy an indissoluble tic, The struggrle
for reforms iy its means, the social revolution ity
aim.”

2. The working class movement will advance {o
the overthrow of Capitalism against their reactionary
leaders, when their class co sciousness developed out
of the struggle places them behind the revolutionary
party. We link the immediate issues with the gren-
eral question of elasy emancipation in order to eduy-
cate and to raise this class consciousness. Revoln.
tionaries understand that any construetive method
of looking at the class struggle can never be hoped
for from the Reformist leaders. We state Lhis openly
to the workers and declare that Socialism will be ol -
tained only when they have heen completely driven
ouf of the ranks,

3. The ABU. War policy is a coutinuation of the
reformist policy, which in praciice is support of one's
own imperialism. With a war situntion approaching
the T.U. leaders prepare accordingly,

The Congress proceedingss should be studied by
all workers.  Despite the apparent strength of the
reactionaries, deeaying Capitalism, with its tnereas -
ing bloody repression, must arouse info action such
masgey of the rank and file, that the plans of the
bureaucracy can be swepl aside. Consequently all
revolutionaries and militants should begin to waork
in the localitiey, Branches, Shop Committees, Stew-
ards Couneils, Lot us work now, that the future
Trade Union Congresses will reflect the growing up
of a powerful left wing, which, developing its own
organs of struggle from the Unions and workshops
will, under revolutionary leadership, go forward (o the
sweeping aside of the reformists and Stalinists and
tu the overthrow of Capitalism.

SOUTH AFRICA

tian whites. For a long time there way a great short-
age in the supply of such lubour. The Bantus were

not. willing to slave either for the mining magnates
or for the huge landowners. And naturally, so long
as they possessed a bit of land themselves there was
no pressing need for them to do so. To remedy this
“laziness ” on the part of the natives, one of the first
aets of the S. African ruling class was to perpetuate
a class of landless natives. The Native Land Act of
1913 was passed, which prohibited natives from pur-
chasing any land outside a liny arca, despite the fact

that huge tracts of land remained uncultivated. But
even this did not achieve the desived result of foreing
the nativey to work for the whites, and many a native
remained on the small Land Reserves who could ge-
fully be exploited.  ‘I'o foree them out of the Reserves
the Government imposed a Poll Tax of £1 per head
per annum, payable in cagh. This at lagt foreed the
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penniless natives to go (o the white masters in order
lo earn the neecssary cash to pay the tax.

But although the South African ruling clags suc-
ceeded in forcing (he overwhelming majority of the
native male population to work for them, by means
of the Lund Act and the imposition of taxation, there
wag still a shortage of labour. This labour shortage
has formed the basis of the elash between Lhe mining
magnates belonging to the British imperialist section,
and the huge landowners, who mostly belong to the
Dutel speaking population, known at present ag Afri-
kaanders, who are both struggling for the limited sup-
ply of cheap native labour. Palitically this clash
found expression in the South African Parly, repre-
sentingr the interests of the RBritish, and the Nation-
alist. Party representing the interest of the Dutch.
ieneral Smuts is the leader of the S.ALP. and General
Hertzopr the head of the Nationalist Party.

While the Nationalists were in power, [rom 1924
for about ten years, they naturally passed certain leg-
islation the object of which was to secure a more
ample supply of native labour for the huge farmers
and plantation owners.  The more recent legislation is
the Native Serviee Contract Aet, which compels every
native working for the furmers to work for his boss
a period of 180 days in the year free of charge, a
period which does not necessarily have to be con-
seeutive, but could he spread over the whole year;
fu-ther, thal no unative is allowed to take on em-
ployment clsewhere without the consent of hig former
employer.  In addition the Act gives the employer the
right to flog his employees, provided they " appear
to be over eighteen years of age.

The mines, a8 a consequence of the shortage in the
labour supply were forced to recruit part of their la-
bour supply in the adjacent territories, notably Rho-
desia and the South African Protectorates.  Being
outside the contro) of the Union's Government, the

“IT CAN BE DONE”

Protectorates scerved the interests of the British im-
perialists exclusively. The Nationalists have, of course,
wlways had an eye on these labour reservoirs, but they
were entirely out of their reach,

The world economic ecrisis changed the South
African siluation entirely. For the first time in its
history there wag an adequale supply of labour, Thus
the contradictions between the British imperialist
group and the Dutch landowning group began to de-
erease, and eventually resulted in the fusion of the
two parties into one single Iusion Party. A new Gov-
ernment. was constructed with General Hertzog of the
old Nationalist Party as Prime Minister, and Genersl
Smits of the S.AP. as Deputy-Premier and Minister
ol Justice.

Now that & general agreement has been reached be-
tween the two ruling sections, the question of the Pro-
tectorates is not so acute as it was, although it is still
far from being settled. Both the South African Cham.
ber of Mines and the landowners, in dealing with this
question have more an eye on the future than on the
present.  What if a shortage of native labour arises
again? The former Nationalists want, for this reason,
to incorporate the Protectorates into the Union. On
the other hand, the (ormer S.A.P.ers, also with an
eye on the future, are not in such a hurry to give in.
But in all probahility the Protectorates will go to the
Union,

For the Bantu peoples, incorporation into the Union
is the greater of Lwo evils, because it would subject
them to the same laws as those under which the South
African natives suffer, laws which are the most vicious,
the most oppressive of any in the whole African con
tinent.

In a later arlicle we will deal with the aetual con-
ditions of the natives in South Africa and with the
problems of struggle ahead of them.

SAYS POLLITT

“NOT POLLITT’S WAY” SAYS LENIN

1IE Communist Party of Greal Britgin has pub-
lished a Report of its IMourteenth Congress under
the title of " Tt Can Be Done,” and we recommend
every worker who has the least smattering of Murx-
ism to borrow the book and read it. *' It Can Be Done "
is the best exposure of the Stulinist yes-men in Britain
that has ever been put into print.

L.et ns take firs{ of all Mr. Pollitt’s opening ‘Report’:

“The National Government is a rich man's Gov-
ernment.  For six years it has represented the in-
torests of a handful of millionaires, big bankers of the
City of London, big monopolisls and landlords.”  So
says Pollitt.  (Kach for their particular e¢nds, both
Pollitt and Mosley say the same!) You see, in the

interests of unity with the bourgeoisic it is necessary
to shicld the small and medinm bankers, the small and
medium monopolists, ete,

The Freneh CP. does eox-

actly the same thing with its talk of the ¢ 200 familics.’
If 1t were really a question of a handful of millionaires,
big bankers, big landowners and monopolists standing
between the working cluss and its emancipation, the
affair could be settled between midnight and dawn any
day.

In an atlempt lo appear * revolutionary,”” Mr. Pollitt
goes on to deal a really smashing bhlow al those
“who have recently declared that there is no differ-
ence belween a capitalist monarchy and a capitalist
republic.” In the interests of capitalist republics Mr.
Pollitt is prepared to scrap Marx, Engels and Tenin,
for does not the whole line of Stalinism depend on
currying  favour with “ peace-loving ” capitalist
republies? Lenin (if one may quote him in these days
of the Great Stalin and the Leader, Kautsky-Pollitt)
snid:
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“The difference between the republican democratie
and Lhe reactionary monarchist bourgeoisie disappears
(under Imperialism) precisely beeanse both are rot
tng alive . .. Secondly the deeay of Capitalism mani-
fests itself in the ereation of @ huge seelion of rentiers,
wpitalists, who live by clipping coupons.”  Reprinted
in Lhe “ Lahour Monthly,” page 117,

Well, Mr. Pollitt, is lLenin a * Trotskyist skunk, a
foul abortion,” or are you still afraid openly to slander
Lenin, but merely suppress his teaching and falsify
his writings to achieve the same end? Witk T.enin
we say:

“ Your propaganda for “ unity ” with {he opportu-
nists . . . is objectively a defence of the enslavement
of the workers by the Imperialist bourgeoisie, aided
by its hest apgents in the working class movement."

The " Leader " ealls upon " all democratic people
Lo “foree the National Government to abandon their
represgion 7 of the colonial peoples, and states that
“under capitalist democracy social progress can be
guaranteed.” (On pages 36-37).

To force a government, whiely, in Pollitt's words
represents millionaires, big bapnkers and big monopo-
lists (and according to Lenin, a huge seclion of rent-
lers and capitalists) to abandon their repression of
the colonial peoples, (a government in fact represent.
ing the very class which exists only because it can
exploit. the colonial peoples) whilst still retaining
Capitalism!  Wags ever such  contempt shown  for
Marxism? Kautsky, Bernstein, and Macdonald are all
overshadowed by the counter-revolutionary Pollitt,

There must be many in the C.P.G.B. who know that
the Imperialist bourgeoisie cannot cease their exploita-
tion and repression of the colonial peoples and still
live,  There must be many in the C.P.G.B. who know
that enly the revolutionary overthrow of the Imper-
inlist bourgeoisie, big, medium and small, by the work-
ing class can end he repression and exploitation of
the colonies. Why then do they stay in the ranks
of Lhe counter-revolutionary C.P.?  What further be-
trayals will be necessary to convince them that the
Stalinists wsurpers of the Octoher Revolution have
long ago ceased to be Communists?  These comrades
immerse themsclves in a welter of * activily,” cease
o think, and hope for the best, whilst actually they
are assisting in the work of driving the awakening
masses into the arms of the reformists and Faseists,
into elass-collaboration with the * democratic ™ Capi-
talists in the next Imperialist war.

Worker Communists, proletarian followers of the
C.P., face the situation as it is. Think, read Marx
and Lenin, and abandon what is objectively a counter-
revolutionary organisation.  Join those who have
never censed to hold high the banner of the proletarian
revolution, despite sianders, frame-ups and murders
at the hands of the new bureaueratic caste which has
abandoned the October Revolution and gone over to
the etemy, disguised as the “ demoeratic ” hourgeoisic.

The whole of Marx's and lLenin’s teaching on the
nature of Capitalism, demoeracy and Imperialism is

trampled in the mud by Pollitt in six lines. Truly a
great. Leader of something!  Not a “ foul abortion ™
unfortunately, but the Leader of a Party which has set
out. deliberately to destroy Marxism and the revolu
tionary Socialist movement of the working class,
whilst. masquerading under the cloak of the Revolution
they have betrayed.

The ™ Report ™ of Pollitt gives the keynote to ali
that follows. From the book, 312 pages of it, we get
no indication of any diseussion or theoretieal analysis,
but only of a stage show hefore an audience of goggle-
eyed children.  One can neither compare it nor con-
trast it with a Bolshevik Congress under Lenin, for at
no point ig there the slightest similarity.  Two leaders,
in two opposite camps, two Parties advancing in dia-
metrically opposite dircetions  the one, uuder lenin
towards the dictatorship of the proletariat: the other,
under Pollitt, towards collaboration with its  own
bourgeoisie in the next imperialist war.

On page 171 we learn that ** The overwhelming,
majority of the London Party membership is entirely
new and lacks political education.”  We would like (o
assist in the political education of Mr. Pollitt’s dupes
hy quoting, first of all, Mr. Pollitt al the Thirteenth
Congress of the C.P.G.B. S8aid the Leader on that
oceasion: ** At the same time the Congress UxXpresses
# warning against the attempts of reformism to eox-
ploil the peace policy of the Soviet Union in order to
build up pacifist illusions in the working class, or
trust in the League of Nations as an instrument to
prevent war . . . only the working eclass revolution in
the main Imperialist countries can make war impossi-
ble.”  “Harry Pollitt Speaks,” page 7.

Further, for the benefit still of those whom Mr.
Kautsky-Pollitt is deeeiving for their political edu
cation, we quote from the Decisions of the Thirteenth
Plenum of the Executive Committee of the Communist,
Taternational. (Modern ook, Ltd., Price 2d.) It is
only for the purposc of deceiving and disarming the
workers that Social Democracy denies the fascization
of bourgeois demoeracy and draws a contrast in prin-
ciple between the democratic eountries and the coun-
tries of the Fascist dictatorship.”

That decisior was taken after Hitler came to power.
We suggest that the honest revolutionary workers
still in the CP.G.B, demand from Mr. Pollitt an
answer to this question: * Who is deceiving and dis-
arming the workers? "The Trotskyists, or the satisfied
bureaucrat, the counter-revolutionary, Pollitt 2"

We eall upon the “ overwhelming majority ' of new
members in the C.P.GLB. to read Marx, lenin and
Trotsky. We call upon them to ccage being used as
pawns in Stalin’s plan Lo sabotage the world revolution
in the interests of the Soviet burcacracy and bourgeois
“democracy.”

To stay in the C.P.G.B. is o acl as an agent of the
bourgeoisie within the working class movement. All
sincere workers will leave this sham party and take
the road to the World Revolution marching under the
banner of Marx-l.eninism —the banner of the Fourth
International.
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LETTER TO A COMRADE
By LEON TROTSKY

('Fhe following is an answer Lo certain questions
raised in a letter Lo Trotsky).

Dear comrade:

I do not think that the questions which you ask
me have a directl connection with the investigation
of the New York commission, nor that they can
influenee its conclusions.  Nevertheless, I am entirely
ready Lo answer your questions, in order Lo help ali
those who are interested in grasping my  genuine
conceplions.

Like many others, you see the source of evil in
the principle: “The end justifies the means.””  iIn
itself this prineiple is very abstract and rationalistic.
It allows the most diverse interpretations. But T am
ready to take upon myself the defence of that for-
mulia—from a materialist and dialectic point of view.
Yes, I think that there are no means which are good
or bad in themselves, or in dependance upon some
absolute, super-higtorie principle. Those means are
good which lead lo the iucrease ol man'’s domination
over nature and to the liquidation of the domination
of man over man, In this large historic sense the
means can be justified only by the end.

Does that not signify, however, that falschood,

perfidy and treason are admissible and justified, if

«“

they lead to the “goal 7?7 Everything depends upon
the character of the goal. If the goal ig the libera-
tion of humanity, then falschood, cheating and trea-
son can in no way he appropriate means. The ad-
versuries of the Kpieurcans secused them of sinking
to the ideal ol the swine in preaching * happiness,”
to which the Fpicurcans answered, and not without.
reason, that their adversaries understood happiness
. . . like swine,

You refer to Lenin’s words to the effeet that the
revolutionary party has the “right” to make its
enemica despicable and hateful in the eyes of the
masses. In these words you see a principled justifica-
tion of amorality. You forget, however, to indicate
where, in what political camp, are to be found the
representatives of high morality? My observations
tell me that all political struggle to a great extent
employs cxaggerationg, distortion, falschood, and
calumny. The most calumnialed are always the
revolutionaries: Marx, Engels, and their friends in
their time; later the Bolsheviks, Karl Liebknecht,
Rosa Luxemboury; in the present epoch, the Trotsky-
ites. The hatred of the possessors for the revolution;
the stupid conservatism of the petty bourgeoisic:; the
presumption and arrogance of the intellectualg; the
material interests of the working-class bureaucrats—
all these factors unite in the man-hunt after revo-
Iutionary Marxism. IFurthermore, Messrg, Calumni-
ators do not forget to wax indignant over . . . the
amoralism of the Marxistg. This hypocritical indig-
nation i8 nothing else than an instrument in the class
struggle.

In the words which you quote, Tenin means only
that he no longer considers the Mensheviks as pro-
letarian militants and that he poses for himself the
task of making them odious in the cyes of the work-
ers. Lenin expressed this idea with the passion which
was pecnliarly his, and allowed ambignous and indig-
nant interpretations. But on the basis of Lenin'y
complete works and the actions of his whole life,
[ declare that this implacable fighter was Lthe most
loyal adversary, because, despite all exagperations
and despite hig excesses, he always strove Lo tell the
masses tha! which is. Contrariwige, the struggle of
the reformists against Lenin is  complelely  shot
through with hypocrisy, falschood, subterfuges and
frame-ups, under cover of the eternal trathys of
morality.

Your appraigal of the Kronstadt insurrection of
19214 is radieally false. Kronstadt had been com-
pletely evacuated by the best, most devoted suilors,
who played an important role al the fronts and in
the local soviels throughout the entire country, There
remained the grey mass with great pretensions (“We,
men of Kronstadt!") but without political edieation
and without readiness for revolutionary sacrifice. The
country was gripped by famine. The men of Kron-
stadt demanded privileges. The insurrection was die-
tated by the hope of receiving privileged rutions. The
seamen had canons and ships, Then all the reactionary
elements, in Russia as well as abroad, were drawn
into the insurrection. The white emigres called for
the sending of aid to the insurgents. The vietory
of the ingurrection would have resulted in uot.hini:
but the victory of the counter-revolution, entirely
apart from knowing what ideas were in the suilors’
heads.  Bul even these ideas were profoundly re-
actionary. They reflected the hostility of the buack-
ward peasant towards the worker, the arrogance of
the soldier or the sailor toward * civil " Petersbury,
the hatred of the petty bourgeoisic for revolutionary
discipline.  Thus the movement had a  counter-
revolutionary  character, and gince the insur-
gents had seized the armaments of the fortresses,
they could be crushed only by the force of arms.

No less mistaken is your appreciation of Machno.
He was himself a combination of fanatic and adven-
turer. But he became the centre of the tendencies
which  provoked the Kronstadt insurrection. The
cavulry is generally the most reactionary division of
troops. The man on horseback disdains the pedes-
trian. Machno created a cavalry of peasants, who
had their own horses. They were not the poor
oppressed peasants whom the October revalution
awakened for the first time, but the well-off and
satisfied peasants who were fearful of losing what
they had. Machno's anarchist ideas (negation of

the state, scorn for the central power) correspondad
in the best possible manner to the gpirit of this kulak
cavalry. [ add that hatred for the cily and for the
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city worker was rounded oul in Machno by i com-
bative anti-zemilism.  When we were conducting a
life-and death struggle wrainst Denikin and Wreangzel,
the Machnovists, becoming confused between the Lwo
camps, tricd lo pursue their own policy. The pelly
hourgeois (Kulak), who had taken the bit between
hig tecth, thought that he could dictade his contra-
dictory conceptions to the eapitalists on the one hand,
and lo the workers on the other. The kulak was
armed. We had to disarm him. That is precisely
what we did.

Your altempts to make the frame-vps of Stalin
follow from the “amoralism ™ of the Bolsheviks is
radically false. In the period when the revolution
was fighling for the emancipation of the oppressed
masses, il numed all things by their right names and
had no need for frame-ups. The system of falsifica-
tiong follows [rom the fact that the Stalinist bureau-
cracy is struggling for the privileges of a minority
and has to hide and disguise ils true aims.  Instead
of seeking the explanation in the material conditions
of historical development, you create a theory of
“original sin,” which i3 suitable for the church but
not for the socialist revolution.

Sincerely,

LEON TROTSKY,
July 6th, 1937,

Read regularly the journals of our
international sections:

LA LUTTE OUVRIERE (French Seetion)
LA LUTTE OUVRIERE (Dcolgian Section)
UNSER WORT (German Section)
Read also
THE SOCIALIST APPEAL (Amerien)
The following booksellers and newsugents also
stock FIGHT and other Trotskyisl literature:

RBibliophile, Little Russell Streel, W.C.1.

Burns and Berry, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C,

Clapham Socialist Bookshop, 79 Bedford Road,
Clapham North.

dohns, Torrington Place, W.C.

Librairie Internationale, 73 Russell Square,
w.C.

Librairiec Internationale, Percy Street, W.C.

Lahr, Red TLion Street, W.C.

London Weekly Mail, New DBridge Street.

Tarton Street Bookshop, Parton Slreet, W.C,

P teis, Little Russell Street, W.C.

Solosky, Charing Cross Road, W.C,

Strauberg, Coptic Strect, W.CL

Secialist Bookshop, 35 St. Bride Sireet, F.C.4.

L.S.E. Bookshop, Aldwych, W.C.

Socialist Bookshop, 1 5t. Hilda St., Liverpool.
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THE AEU. TO-DAY

HERE can be no doubt thar nearly all gains by the
working class, whether partial, day to day affairs ol
immediate conditions, or advances of 4 more general nature
with Socialism as their ultimate goal, must come through
the efforts of “I'rade Unionists and their Trade Unions.

The way to such progress is open at the moment in
the engineering Geld.  "Fhis is offered by the boom in
armaments and the demand for aircraft. The chief Union
in this field s the AEU., and 10 it we must look for a
struggle for better conditions for all engineering workers
while the boom lasts, and a strong resistance ro the depreci
attont of these conditions when the boom is over, or when
war intervenes.

We look 10 the AEU. and what do we find,  We
find that Wl the conditions necessary for obtaining con -
vesstons e there with o important exception

First of all the financial columns of every paper in
the country furnish ample proof that the firms engaged
in re-armament, particularly the aircraft firms—and this
article 15 written with aircralt mainly in view-—are all
making profits so far in excess of the present normal
rate ot interest, that a considerable reduction of that profit
i the shape of increased wages would not affect the
imvestors’ market: “T'hat is 10 say, the employers can pav.

Sccondly, the frantic desire of the Natonal Govern
ment and the Tsolationist Press for immediare and increas
ing delivery of acroplancs, means that the employers must
hasten ot production by all pessible meavs.  They cannot
afford stoppages.

Thirdly there is a record of militancy among the
waorkers concerned which has not been equalled in this
country since 1920,

Can there be any doubt that in these circumstances,
a demand lor berter conditions, backed by a Union which
has nearly £2,000,000 in reserves, would bhe unmediately
successiul? - Bur here is the crux of the matter.  We have
the requisite conditions, bur we have no demands ; no
demands, thar is o say, from the ‘1.U. leaders. On the
contrary, the A E.U. Executive is using all its power to
kill the militancy of its own members; but, ultimately,
an E.C. exists only by sanction of the members, and they
must therefore fight as a whole, using the militan shop-
stewards’ organisation to drive the Union to victory and
Warkers' Power., '

The American Commission for the Defence
of Leon Trotsky will start its sittings in New
York on September 8th,

A Tull report will be issued as soon as its is
received,
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THE LABOUR PARTY’S “IMMEDIATE FRAUD”

' Urirourr doubt the Labour leaders have great
W power of vision. They can see much further
than the average worker because Lhey stand on his
back and paint beautiful pictures of the land that is
to be when Lahour's Immediate Programme is accom-
plished. It is true that writers in “ Fight " have point-
ed out that this programme is a deception and a fraud,
but these writers, who believe in workers’ action, are
unlikely ever to be the recipicnts of capitalist IJonours
and what they say does nol trouble Sir Waller and
his friends.

The keystone of Labour’s poliey is their atlitude to
democracy. The Labour Parly stands for democracy.
“It iy irreconcilably opposed to dictatorship by any
individual or group.” The Marxisls say thal this
democracy is part of the state machine by which the
boss cluss dictates to the working class in order (o
maintain its rule.  While the appearance of freedom is
permitted, the real power is concentrated in the hands
of a small group of individuals. The British Labour
leaders, however, have other views. They are prepared
to proceed with their policy of reforms, kidding the
workers all the time that Capitalism will sit quictly
by and allow itself to be legislated out of existence.
Capitalisma will do nothing of the kind, as the experi-
ence of Germany, Ttaly and Spain prove; although it
will permif. the Tabour leaders lo play about with
minor relorms, it will lash oul with all the brutality of
a Hitler or a Mussolini ag soon as its power is threat-
cned,

What does the “ Immediate Programme ” say on this
subject.? * Labour will . . . earry out ity plans without
inflicting injustice on individuals, A fair price will
be paid for all private property transferred to public
ownership”  Or, as Colonel Blimp might put it, * Gad
Sir, Mr. Dalton is right! Labour can carry out its
plans without inflicting injustice on anybody —excepl,
of conrse, the workers.”

We all know, of course, thal the pregent system
inflicts injustice on nobody, and that the bosses in-
varinbly pay ug a [air price for our labour. Ixactly
how the Labour lieutenunts of capitalism propose to
pay a fair price for the worker’s labour we are not told.
Perhaps it is a problem that only great minds arc ca-
pable of grasping a truth that is above reason but
revealed by the Labour leaders. In any case, it does
not matter: they will never have an opportunily of
putting their fantastic proposal into praclice.

Unfortunafely for the Labour Party, the Ideal State,
which is above classes and which will permit them to
reform the present system, does nol exist, and the
fact that modern society is nothing else but a class
dictatorship is daily becoming e¢learer to the workers.
Supposge thal the masses decide that this state of
affairs hus gone on long enough and that it iy time the
workers dictaled to the bosses—what then is Labour's

atlitude? Is it still irreconcilably opposed to dictator-
ship even of the working class? Yes, the Labour Party
is opposed to dictatorship, be it from the Right or {rom
the Left. We remember hearing of certain gentry
called the Mensheviks who held views very similar to
those expressed by the. British Labour Party, Th'cy
too were opposed to dictatorship of the working class,
although they were perfectly prepared Lo support the
dictatorship of capitalisi. The Mensheviks endod up in
the camp of the bourgeoisic, fighting against the Work-
ers’ Government. If Sir Walter and Co. want further
details of how this happenecd, they can always drop

round to the Soviet Kmbassy and sec Mr, Maisky -
he knows all about it!

Our Labour leaders will “ strenuously resist all at-
tucks on British liberties cither from inside or outside
the country.” Nothing conld be plainer than that.
Mark you, it. is British libérties which are nientioned,
not the few remaining liberties that are retained by
the British working cluss.  So il workers get ideay
into their heads and attempt to interfere wilh the
freedom of Capitalism to exploil them for profil, they
will find themselves up against Sir Walter, Ernie
Bevin, Mr. Dalton, old Uncle George Lanshbury and
all. More than this, Labour will strenuously defend
the liberticy that British capitalism takes with the
Colonial peoples.  (They hardly needed to tell us this,
we noticed it during their last term of office.)

Moreover, you notice that Labour will resist attacks
on British libertly from outside a nice way of saying
that Labour will support a war in the defence of demo-
cracy. In 1914 the Labour Party found that it had to
save Europe from German militarism and to do this
Labour members participated in the Coalition Govern-
ment and supported British wilitarism. Nothing has
changed: Labour remains true Lo its great tradition
as a bulwark of Capitalism. In time of peace Lhe
boss class is prepared to allow certain rights and liber-
ties to the workers, but in time of war it must have
national unity, and for this i{f must have the €0-oper-
ation of the Labour Party. The Labour leaders pro-
mise this co-operation in advance. Unfortunately,
even during the last war there were misguided people
who would not stand for national unity, people who
said that, war or peace, the workers’ enemy was in
their own country. Lahour leaders all over Europe
did their best to silence these people but somehow
they managed to make themsclves heard, and al-
though the German Lahour leaders murdered Lich-
nicht and Luxemburg there are workers who still
remember what they said and did. No wonder our
Labour lecaders are uneasy, and therefore prepare
well ahead for the next greal betrayal and paint rosy
pictures of the democracy that they are going to call
on us to defend. Only it happens that this rosy pic-
ture is of the same stuff that dreams are made of, and
there is often very little difference between a dream
and a nightmare anyway.
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