| all the devices of propaganda to
drag us into war.
(SEE PAGE 38)
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BUSINESS LEADERS BLAME U.S.
JOBLESS YOUTH FOR WAR DRIVE

‘Liar’ Is Answer of Youth Spokesman

The Last Time We

Died for "‘Democracy

Once again let us see—what did the last war “to make the
world safe for democracy” mean?

In Human Lives
Of the 65,000,000 enrolled in military forces, there

11

were:
it T R S A S L AN 4,000,000

e Seriously wounded ............... 6,500,000
Otherwise wounded ............... 14,000,000
TOTAL CASUALTIES ...... 34,500,000

In Goods and Dollars

Total cost: $40,000,000,000. The United States contribution
might have provided, says Dr. Nicholas. Murray Butler, enough ‘
to give each family a $5,000 house—on a $500 plot—with $1,000 |
to furnish it.

United States Steel profits skyrocketed from $77,075,000 in
1912 to $478,204,000 in 1917!

The workers everywhere paid—and  still pay—for the bosses

Fun for the Kiddies--
- In Wartime Style

ROCKABYE BABY England builds its ‘“new civiliza-
On the tree top tion” of Democracy, Freedom, and
When the wind blows Culture—let the kids grow up in
The cradle will rock an atmosphere of a toy Maginot
When the bough breaks line so that later they'll be ready
By The cradle will fall to face the real one.
|~ And down will come baby The toys are noisy and realistic.
- Cradle and all. There are “big guns” that throw

No, you don't want to sing that |wooden shells with a high degree
to the children of England|of accuracy, balloon barrages; air-
anymore. That won't help Cham-|njanes, automatic mobile tanks, an-
~ berlain and Churchill win their |t gircraft batteries and spark-
. bloody imperialist war. spitting machine guns. *
. No, that lullaby—of peace and} . prjjigp boys, wearing his tin
' "”""‘th*"t is of the past, forgot-|, . o4 will work out war strategy
. Now the English boys and |, » wigle section of a battlefield
will be given miniature Warly,;y ;ut with trenches. The realism

S Ishys. will get its final touch by minia-

3 vtoya"which realistically copy ture nurses to take care of the
the Western front. That is how 'wounded—and the dead.

\ AN EDITORIAL

SUCKERS BAlT | The report of the “American

Youth Commission”—we use quo-|

| tation marks because they do not

‘ i‘n'pruw:n American yvouth—is real-
| Iy important.

This commission speaks for

| American capitalism. It is worried

- | about American youth—not because

[ it wants to give them jobs. (It nev-

| er worried about that before, nor

Iul it do anything about it.) |

It's worried because American |

| { vouth represents a great force of

! | potential revolt—what it calls “its
 dangerous nature.”

And it knows damned well that

emploved vouth.
|

So these clever shyster lawvers,
| paid to think up bright apologies
{ for the bosses, pull a fast one.

I They say that the unemployed

Do you get it?

The economic system of the
Youngs and Harrimans can't pro-|
vide for youth. It leaves them starv-|
ing on the streets without jobs. ‘

Then this economic system—ca-
;;)it:llisnk—prcpurc\ its drive toward
| war—for the purpose of the bosses,
not the people: for the purpose of

(Continued on Page 2)

! » e . s - |
{ American capitalism can't find a|
| real solution to the problem of un-

{ vouth represent a drive toward war. |

“Owen D. Young is a liar
when he says that American un-
employed youth are a driving
foree toward war,” declared Na-
than Gould, national secretary
of the Young People’s Socialist
League (4th International) and
author of “Youth Want Jobs,”
the YPSL pamphlet which gave
a 3-point program for Jobs for
Youth. “Furthermore,” declared
Gould, “Young, as the mouth-
piece for the ruling class offers
a rotten solution to the problem
of unemployed youth. Youth
cannot live on $400 a year. If
Owen D. Young thinks so, let
him try it first.,”

In a widely publicized report is-
sued last week, the ‘“American
Youth Commission”-—¢omposed ex-
clusively of adults—declared that
if a large number of unemployed
youth continue to exist in America,
they would act as a potential drive
towards American entry into ‘war

The report of the commission—

|headed by Owen D. Young, until
| recently President of the billion

{dollar General Electric corporation
—said:

“The continued pressure of un-
employment on youth, in the
midst of a war boom, will add to
the degree of drifting into active
participation in the war.’

(Continued on Page 2)

recruit American youth into the army that was fighting to make (| $7 per week.
the world safe for the profits of the Ruling 60 Families. |
It is also a picture of a poster that will, in one form or an-|] profits on investments. . .
other, be used by the government in Washington, which repre- § & Rk Pt o b
sents the Rulmg 60 Families, if we allow it to continue on 1ts]
present drive toward war. v
The propaganda mills are working at full blast. Tons and
tons of lies, of filth, of deceiving propaganda are being churned || youtn?

(Continued on Page 3)

just $35,000.

At Least Some People Make a Living

Ml : ) : ! The report of the “American Youth Commission” recomxmends
This is a picture of a poster used during the last war-to || the “bold” plan of giving youth jobs at wages of $400 per year—

Let us see for a moment what some of these gentlemen of
this “commission” make a year in salaries. This does not include

(1) Owen D. Young, when president of General Electric—a
(2) Major R. E. Wood, of Sears Roebuck Co.—only $160,0600.

Don’t you think it's rather generous of such obviously under-
paid fellows to advocate a wage of $400 per year for American

The CH;

’ﬂus :ssue of the CHALLEQIGE of YOUTH
hed by straining every effort
the credit we have left. THE
CHALLENGE of YOUTH
, ,N The

‘I.LENGE Is in Danger--It Needs Your Help! |

- pired and not renewed. These are the prob- This drive and the Anti-War Fund Drive |
lems which we must meet squarely if we are  ends January 15th. At the LLL meetings |
to CONTINUE the publication of the paper. that will be held at that time the awards ||

The National Council of the Young Peoples  for these drives will be

Socialist League, recogmzmg the crisis of @ PAY THE CHALLENGE DEBTS IMMEDI-
~our press, is instituting a drive to maintain ~ ATELY SO THAT WE CAN CONTINUE

" our paper. We are not asking for new dona-  PUBLICATION!

tions but just for FULL PAYMENT OF THE -
BILLS OUTSTANDING and a DRIVE TO ,_,gﬂ,%‘ﬁgcf,’m”% g:gmu ALL 0B-

GET NEW AND RENEWED SUBSCRIP- ™ 0"r'no e MUST BE DON

TIONS. See "Challenye Brigade”, page 2

e el | IT IS NOW UP TO YOU!

announced.




CHALLENGE OF YOUTH

theivar!nmnmpe.
pording to a nation-wide survey
:H Gn,t.holic student opinion con-

«kore than 54,000 students in 141

- Catholic colleges answered the five

' questions concerning the United
States and war.

.Over 979, of the students declar-
ed themselves opposed to the en-
try of America into.the war. How-
ever, when the students were ask-
ed whether they believed America
would eventually enter the war, a
plurality of them—459,, with 269,

~ doubtful—said yes.

To make their anti-war senti-

. ments concrete, over 759 of the
Catholic students polled said they
were in favor of a national referen-
dum before allowing the country to
declare war.

Conscientious Objectors

The most significant test came
however on the final question.
When asked what course they
would pursue in case America were

- actually involved in a war, the sig-
nificant number of 369 answered
that they would be conscientious

- objectors!

The significance of this poll is
obvious. Despite the conservative
educational systems of most Ca-
tholic colleges, a large number of
Catholic students refuse to have
any part of an imperialist war. It
is obvious, of course, that they are
not revolutionary Socialists. But
they are not patrioteers, either.
And their pacifism—their desire to
avoid any participation in a war—
lays the groundwork for develop-
ment to a real and lasting anti-war
position: the Socialist struggle
against boss war.

It is that task to which the Y.P.-
S.L. (4th Int'l.) will devote itself
—not only the Catholic students,
but all the youth must be won to
struggle against imperialist war.

the United States?”

ANSWER: First: all this bally-

QUESTION "l am against war, too, but what“‘
| would you do if Japan or some other nation invaded

hoo about the Japanese invading
the U.S,, is part of a lying propa-
ganda campaign on the part of the
boss-controlled press to scare the
American people into support of
Roosevelt’s huge expenditures for
the Army and Navy-—money which
should be used for WPA jobs, un-
employment relief and slum clear-
ance.

Military experts have proven
once and for all that no country
could successfully invade the Unit-
ed States. Moreover, a war between
the United States and Japan would
be conducted not on U.S. seil, but
on Chinese and (or) Japanese soil,
with the U.S. using the Philippines
as a base.

But even if it were true that a

it:

Well, the Y.P.S.L. up to the last
minute before the outbreak of war
tries to explain to people that the
war is not in their interests, but
in the interests of a handful of
Big Money Men like Morgan and
Du Pont. If, when the war started,
there were enough people in this
country who were wise to the real

reasons behind the war, the Y.P.-
S.L., together with the Socialist
Workers Party, would help the peo-
ple to organize to take over the
factories and shops and run them
for the interests of the workers,
and to form a Workers and Farm-
ers Government to replace the pres-
ent Morgan-Rockefeller Govern-
ment. This Government would try
to reach the Japanese soldiers to
tell them to revolt against their
oppressors just as the Americans

had done.
Suppose, on the other hand, at

on United States soil, would that
be good and sufficient reason for
the workers and farmers of this
country to support the U.S. Gov-
ernment in the conduct of such a
war? The Young People’s Socialist
League says NO!

The first question a young fellow
must ask himself is: “What would
this war be fought over?” Japan
would be fighting to protect her
Empire in China and the United
States would be fighting to protect
and extend its interests there. You
and (I, having not a single penny
linvest.e:d in China, unlike Morgan
and Rockefeller, have no reason to
support Morgan and his crew in

their war to safeguard their in-

foreign nation could conduct a war vestments in China.

QUESTION: “What would the Y.P.S.L. do about
?

the outbreak of such a war, the
American people were completely
fooled by the boss propaganda and
supported the War. Then it would
be foolhardy for an individual here

and there to try to offer resistance
to the draft authorities by him-
self. But the Y.P.S.L. would con-
tinue to work against the War. At

soldiers could estaplish a Workers’
Government.

Summing up: Once the workers
take over the factories, they have
something to defend; once the
farmers expropriate the bankers
who own their land, they have
something to defend. Once the
workers and farmers together set
up their own Government,  they
will defend it with their lives. But
so long as the Sixty Billionaire
Families run this country, so long
as the average man doesn’t own
enough land to bury a cockroach
in, he's got nothing to defend.

SOCIALIST STUDENTS
POLL LARGE VOTE

Polling the surprisingly large
vote of 484 first votes in the elec-
tions of City College Legislative
Assembly, the “Socialist Anti-War

Party, which ran on a Fourth In-
ternationalist platform, came out
first among the radical parties par-
ticlpaﬁng in the school elections
recently. The Legislative Assembly
is empowered to take political at-
titudes in “the name of” the stu-
dent body.

The 2 other ‘left-wing” parties
ran far behind the Socialist Anti-
War Parfy which elected all five
of its candidates. The Stalinist
group, the “Communist Anti-War
Party,” polled 330 votes, while the
“Youth Committee Against War"”
polled 360 votes.

The Socialist Anti-War Party
ran on an outright Fourth Interna-
tionalist platform, pointing out
that only the working class strug-
gle for socialism could really end
war. The total vote for the Social-

a proper moment the workers and|=

ist Anti-War Party was a gratify-
ing response to this platform.

Old -Man’s M-Day
Planned in War

Even the older men won't escape
M-Day. Says a British banker: “A
middle-aged man can drive a tank
as well as anyone else. In the next
war the oldest people should drive
the fastest mechanized units.
Science has made war a much
more suitable occupation for mid-

dle-aged men than it was in 1914.”

Want Seven Dollar
Wage for Youth

{Continued from Page 1)
The commission advocated Fed-
eral expenditures as a method of

finding “useful employment” for

It indirectly admitted the exist-
ence of a serious danger to the con-
tinued existence of the capitalist
system in America—which danger
served as the stimulation for their
suggestions—by saying:

“There is all the more reason
for strengtheming this weak
point In the national fabric (the
existence of unemployed youth
- as a threat to the boss class sys-
tem—Ed.) as soon as possible,
mmmmmm
evident.”

This danger of youth revolt, the
commission declared, necessitated
some form of aid, lest it get out of

EDITORIAL—

(Continued from Page 1)
protecting the investments of the

Youngs and Morgans. But they

place the blame, in advance and not
too openly yet, on the unemployed
youth.

WHAT THEY WANT

They want to be in the position
to be able to say: No, we imperial-
ists didn’t cause this war; it was
the drive of unemployed youth
looking for a solution that dragged
us into the war.

‘We say: they are liars, plain and
fancy and unmitigated liars. The
troubles of American youth are
caused by the boss system and the
boss government, which doesn’t
give us a chance to live.

But American youth, by and
farge, isn’t so dumb that it thinks
its problems can be solved by entry
into war. American youth does nof
want war. The Ruling 60 Families

-want war.

We, American youth, resent this

rotten attempt of the boss class to}

palm their war-mongering moves
off on us. .

We intend to fight them to the
limit, to smash their rotten war-
makmg system,

- That is our answer to the 60 Fa-
milies and their “youth commis-

FREE SPEECH FOR

We hold no brief for Browder.

today.

BROWDER

What is our attitude toward the reccnt step of Harvard Univer-
sity in preventing Earl Browder, Stialinist leader, from speaking ?

This question has been asked of us by a number of young work-
ers who desired to know how, in view of our severe denunciations of
the Stalinists, we could attack the arrest of Browder on a patently
phoney charge and the subsequent refusal to let him speak.

We believe that Browder and his Stalinist cronies mre themselves
responsible for their present difficulties. Their support yesterday of
“liberal” capitalist politicians paved the way for their suppression

But we believe that it is the job of the workers to drive Stalinism
from their ranks—not the job of G-Men or Harvard University.

An attack today on the right of Browder to speak is an attack
on the genuine revolutionists tomorrow.

Let Browder speak-—in Harvard and in Yale and Dartmouth where
he was subsequently invited by student groups. Let him expose him-
self by defending Stalinism before the students.

But let's fight for the right of any working class group—no mat-
ter how degenerated—to speak. And that includes Browder.

Struggle of Czech Students
Reveals Resentmentof Workers

struggle being carried on by the
Czech Trotskyists.

Spontaneous Action
Much more likely is it that the
revolts are spontaneous national-
istic movements of the students
without clear organization or even

)|clear aims. But the really import-

ant thing is that the workers of
Prague responded to the call of the

.atudenu-.nd.weordingtonews-

paper reports, it was necessary for

-{the Nazis to fire on the workers"
vdhtrlctswltharﬂnerytoquenthe

We have always dedicated our
column to the hard-laboring, long-

suffering enthusiasts who ring
doorbells and gather subscriptions
that the CHALLENGE may live.
At this time it is opportune to add
a gleam of light to their eyes, new
energy to their youthful limbs . . .
a bit of Socialist competition to
spur them on.

We have another, a more serious
purpose. From issue to issue dur-
ing the last three months we have
been printing warnings. With this
issue we reached the limit of our
credit. We owe money to the print-
er for several issues. Unless we can
liquidate our debt the next CHAL-
|LENGE does not appear. Below
iwe are publishing the list of Units
and their debts. We expect every
Unit and Division to liquidate its
debt no later than January 15th.
But we must ask for more. All sec-
tions must immediately send a
substantial payments so that we
can pay our bills to the printers.
Unless this is done we will not
have the December 15th issue.

Bill

Account Outstanding
AKron ............ $ 5.00
Berkeley .......... 3.60
Boston ........... 6.50
ChiCUEOD vovvvnesans 57.76
Cleveland ......... 16.03
Columbus ........ 7.25
Detrolt .......s053 2.60
PHEE oo icwssaawi 1.20
Fresno .....esesee 40
Los Angeles ...... 15.20
LynR ....covcaccese 1.00
Madison .......... .90
Minneapolis ....... 26.08
Newark .......... 29.78
New Brunswick ... 2.70
New York ........ 181.68
Qakland . .ceos090 2.00
Philadelphia ...... 18.90
Repdifly ...ccoi000 3.48
San Diego ........ 2.46
San Francisco ..... 14.80
St P coiveivnse 4.65
Toledo vcivescvivss 25
Youngstown ...... 17.90
Total ...essass $422.12

“Another serious problem is the
expiration of almost half of our
subscriptions with the previous
two issues. Unless they are re-

.newed our circulation will drop be-

low the minimum necessary for
publishing the CHALLENGE. But
we want more than renewals. We
want to better our past subscrip-
tion list, to expand our influence
and the size of our paper.

And so today we initiate a tre-
mendous drive for subscriptions, a
drive to make each of our sympa-
thizers a subscriber, to create a
periphery of five sympathizers to
a member, to build a mailing list
of thousands in addition to our
bundle orders. BY JANUARY 15th

WE. WANT TO OBTAIN AT
LEAST 700 SUBSCRIPTIONS.

We publish below a list of the
Units and Divisions and the num-
ber of expired subs in their section
and their quota of subscriptions to
be obtained in this drive.

Total
No.ex- Quota of
pired Subs Subs to be
renewable obtained
Akron: i 8 15
Berkeley 4 15
Boston ....., 15 30

Chicago ..... 78 120
Cleveland - 10
Columbus T -10
Detroft . ... 5 5
FHOE oowensie e 3
Fresno ...... 8 15
Los Angeles.. 24 45
Lynn ....... 3 6
Madison ..... —— i §
Minneapolis 11 20
Newark ..... 33 . 40
N'w Brunsw'k — 10
NY.C ..rs 99 190
Oakland ..... — 6
Phila. ....... 18 35
Reading ..... — 2
Rochester 25 25
San Diego ... 1 3
San Francisco 9 18
St. Paul ..... 10 15
Toledo ...... 8 10
Youngstown . 10 15
MISC, . ovsvsais 30 30

Total . veev 399 700

We want every member of the
League to participate and we have
an incentive for each and every
one. From now on until January
15th when the drive ends members
of the YPSL will have the oppor-
tunity to earn cash and win prizes
in the largest subscription contest
the CHALLENGE has ever con-
ducted.

Everyone is invited to partici-
pate! Here are the prizes and the
number of subs needed to get
them.

1st Prize—Recording of Leon Trot-
sky’s speech to the meeting in
celebration of the 10th Anniver-
sary of the founding of the 4th
International (two records.)
or
A Bomplete set of the works of
Lenin.
2nd Prize—Leon Trotsky’s History
of the Russian Revolution (one
vol. edition.)
Qris s
Harold Isaac’s History of the
Chinese Revolution.
Srd Prize—C.L.R. James’ World
Revolution.

(Minimum of thirty subs requir-
ed for 1st, 2nd or Srd Prizes.)
TO ANYONE GETTING 20 SUBS

OR MORE—Choice of
Fascism and Big Business (Pa-
per cover); Living Thoughts of
Marx presented by Trotsky;
Stalinist School of Falsification;
Third International After Lenin;
Russia Twenty Years After by
Victor Serge.

TO ANYONE GETTING 10 SUBS

OR MORE—Choice of
Any 8 Pioneer Publisher’s pam-
phlets PLUS a cash prize of fitty
cents to every participant who
buys a book of 10 gift certifi-
cates (10 25-cent yearly sub-
scriptions) and pays for the
book in advance—$2.00.
Any kind of subscription counts:
renewal, yearly or half-yearly
sub, a special offer sub of any
kind . . . Yearly with Fascism
and Big Business—85c. Yearly
with Leon Trotsky’s Living
Thoughts of Marx—§$1.00. One
year gift subscription—25¢.

SPECIAL: To the unit getting the
greatest number of subscriptions,
a small hand printing press.
LET'S GO OVER THE TOP

FOR THE CHALLENGE. In  the

..

.

next issue we will publish the

score.
»
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By WILL PHILLIPS
There's nothing that serves more
grist to the-war-makers mill than
professional ‘‘peace” propaganda—
especially on the radio.
The latest, most dangerous is

the McCall magazine program.
They've picked up a dramatic idea,
full of great potentialities.

Each week they get together a
“representative” group of young
people from one city—and they dis-
cuss the problem of war.

Sounds like a good idea.

But listen to the program some-
times. A slick-tongued ‘“represent-
ative” of McCall's opens the pro-
gram. He gurgles with platitudes
about ‘“‘we all want peace” etc.

Youth Talk

Then the young people begin to
talk. For a few minutes, it sounds
intensely dramatic; ideas clash;
give and take of ideas, of view-
points; young men and women say-
ing what they think about war,
about the things that affect them
most.

Then suddenly, if you're really
listening alertly, you see through
it all. Suddenly it dawns on you
how artificial, how faked the whole
thing is. There are many kinds of
ideas presented, many different
viewpoints. There's even a ‘radi-
cal'—very phoney, of course.

Artificial Stuff

But it’s all so artificial, so obvi-
ously staged. Always these young
people come to an agreement on
the basis of meaningless platitudes
which are formulated by McCall's
“representative.” None of these
young people seem to think enough
about their ideas to continue fight-
ing for them after the “representa-
tive” has his say.

And the “representative” usually
comes to the right conclusions—
for the 60 Families. Sure, we're
against war, but if we have to de-
fend ourselves from Japs, or if we
have to defend democracy — the
same old line which always serves
as the prelude to war.

This “peace” program serves the
purposes of the war-makers just
as much as the reactionary skits—
“American Family Robinson” is
. the most notorious example — in

helping to drag the youth into war.

Y.C.L. Continues
 Pro-Hitler Line

On the 20th anniversary of the
once revolutionary Communist In-
. ternational of Youth, this organ-
" jzation published a manifesto in
. Moscow which shows again the
 role of the Stalinist youth through-
~ out the world as tools of the Stal-
. in-Hitler diplomatic policy.
 The manifesto bristles with con-
‘demnations of the imperialist war.
‘But it then places the responsibil-
ity for the continuation of the war
‘on England and France—which is
a lie, for the responsibility for the
_war rests on the shoulders of all

Pulp Story
Magazines Serve
War Propaganda

The following item appeared
in the Writers Digest:

“Sir: We are accepting pulp
fiction dealing with the pres- -
ent European war. The for-
mer ban on anti-German stor-
ies has been lifted. For Air

Adventures we would like air-
story writers to make their
heroes English, French, or
American adventurers. For
Fantastic Adventures and
Amazing Stories we will wel-
come stories dealing with
Nazi intrigue in the United
States.
PIRUIaISaM M Aazar
Assistant Editor.”
Even for those people who
read such important magazines
as Fantastic Adventures, it
seems that there is no peace.
Even they will have to be pump-
ed full of propaganda to pre-
pare them to ‘‘do or die” for the
profits of the Ruling 60 Fami-
lies.

democracy!

Fascism?

High Pressure
Army Recruiting

language!
High pressure sales methods, guage

open and unabashed, are the
latest techniques used by the
government to get young men
to volunteer for the army.

An army announcement,
boasting of the large number of
recruits gained during the sum-
mer and autumn, declares that
this recruiting record is due in
great part to the use of modern
advertising methods. Thousands
of billboards have been released
throughout the country to ad-
vertise the advantages of army
service.

(Continued from Page 1)

out by the publicity boys of the capitalist goverment to build up
that atmosphere of hysteria needed to make the youth ready to
die for Wall Street’s profits.

. At the head of this great propaganda machine, which is driv-
ing toward American entry into war, is . .
Yes, F.D.R.—the slick orator with the sweet smile. He is at the
head of the government which spends billions for war and cuts
relief; a government which pledges to come to the aid of Canada,
a warring power, if it is “attacked”; a government which lifts
the embargo in order to help its allies, England and France and
to grease the wheels of American war industry.

LIES! LIES! LIES! That is how they try to entice the
youth into their war for boss profits.

“It is a war for democracy,” they tell us. What democracy?
England, which suppresses millions of colonial slaves in every
part of the earth? France, which suppresses more millions and
institutes a fascistic military dictatorship at home? America,
which prepares the dreaded M-Day plan for military dictator-
ship in case of war? NO! They fight for profits, markets, raw
materials—all for the benefit of the Coupon Clippers: not for

“It is war against Fascism,” they tell us. Again they lie!
Who was responsible for the rise of Fascism in Germany if not
England and France, the perpetrators of the Versailles Treaty?
Who really believes that Chamberlain and Daladier fight against

Beware of the capitalist lie factories! Watch out for their
vicious, lying propaganda! Don’t be misled by their glib, “noble”

Remember one fact—no matter WHAT they say, the capital-
ist governments fight ONLY for their profits, ONLY for them-
selves as opposed to the interests of the working people.

DOWN WITH THE BOSS WAR !

AGAINST BOTH CAMPS, THE ALLIED IMPER-
IALISTS AND THE HITLER IMPERIALISTS !

FOR THE THIRD CAMP, THE CAMP OF THE
WORKERS EVERYWHERE WHO FGHT FOR LI-|
LIBERATION AND FREEDOM AND PEACE!

_ Lie Factories Work Overtime to Drag
= Youth Into New Imperialist Slaughter

. President Roosevelt.

Movies Lead Propaganda Parade
In Effort to Glamourize War

By HOWARD SILLS
“The KAISER—The Beast of Berlin. If

you're a red-blooded American with real

fighting spirit, you’ll cheer like mad over

this startlingly daring expose of the real

Kaiser. If you’re pro-German, stay away

and gnash your teeth in wild but impotent

mn

The above is a movie ad for “The Beast of
Berlin,” playing in the Broadway theatre in
1918. It is typical of the hysterical war pro-
paganda of the time.

Despite the fact that the movie was by no
means a perfected technique during the last
war, it was one of the main propaganda devices
‘used by the government to drag the people into
war.

which ‘was obviously inspired by
British imperialism. These pictures were raw
and ecrude—full of jingo atrocity tales about the
Germans, but painting the British in angelic
hues.
A CONFESSION
One of the producers of the time, J. Stuart
Blackton wrote about his picture, The Battle
" Ory for Peace: !
. “It was propaganda for the United States
- to enter the war. It was made deliberately
' for that purpose. . . . It went out as a call
to arms.”

cial Division of Films was set up by the “Com-
whose job it was

When America finally entered the war, a spe-

Jacobs in his book, The Rise of the American
Film: -

“The movie, a quick and vital means of
communication between the government
dnd the people, became the travelling sales-
men for war. . . . It imparted the latest
‘news,” taugh citizens how to help, shamed
‘slackers,” and encouraged recrutting. . . .”

REPEATED TODAY

And the same thing is happening today. Per-
hasp it is a little more slick, a little more subtle
—but not too-much so. After all, there's a pic-
ture on Broadway now which is called . . . The
Beast of Berlin.

Again, the movie companies are turning out
propaganda glorifying British imperialism. If
‘you only went to the movies and never read
anything about the history of British imperial-
ism, you'd think that the British ruling class
got its empires, not by enslavement and rob-
bery and murder, but rather because of the
noble character of men like pasty-face Tyrone
Power, who was so charming that all the peo-
ple of Asia and Africa voluntarily submitted to
English despotism.

Of late there has been a whole slew of such
pictures—The Charge of the Light Brigade,
Lives of a Bengal Lancer, Gunga Din, Nurse
Edith QCavell—all designed to draw us into the
war on the side of England and France.
HOME MILITARISM

But even more dangerous are the flag-waving
‘pictures which directly glorify militarism at
home. The many pictures which whoop it up for
good old Annapolis or West Point or Carnarsie
tary Academy, where the hero goes out to
do or die for the honor of flag, country, school

at “foreigners” and “spies.” Confessions of a

THE 'FURRIN SPY' —LATEST
MODEL IN BOGEYMEN

Are you getting up every night| American people, to prepare the
to look for Bogeymen under your | hysteria necessary for entry into a
bed? Not unless you're absolutely!war.
nuts! ?

Then why are so many people| e Pnyen
getting excited about this nonsense, 3) The payoff is that when the
about spies? They're just political'FBI announced its drive against
Bogeymen. |foreign spies, it declared that this

Everywhere you go these daysiwf’rk would be dopg in conju_nctlon
some tin-plated politician is prat-|With . . . the British Intelligence

Service. They'll drive out foreign

ing about spies, about ‘“cleaning |~¢ <
them out.” |spies . . . with the help of British
spies!

Let's get a few facts straight:

1) Every country uses spies. Ev-|
ery capitalist power, England,
France, Germany, America— all

The lesson is plain. This spy
scare is a drive to build up a war
hysteria among the American peo-
send spies into the other countries. |Ple. It's directed against the Ger-
They all want to discover the oth- Man spies because the American

er's military secrets. This includes |Posses think that the German boss-
es are going to be their enemies.

America, too. You know there's no |
honour among thieves. The American workers and
2) That there are German spies youth shouldn’t get excited about
here is nothing new, either. They've |the spy scares. Don't let it get you
always been here, and so have down. Don’t be diverted by spy
spies from every other power. Why |scare nonsense. Keep your eye on
the sudden fuss now ? Because this|the ball—the drive toward war by
spy scare is being used as a pro-|thc Ruling 60 Families and the
paganda device to *“hep up” thelfight of the workers against them.

Comic Strips are Strutting

In the Warmakers Parade

By SYLVIA HOBART ;older people very much but makes

I'll bet you never thought that a deep impression on the young
the hands of the Wall Street Cou-|minds of children. Take the cartoon
pon Clippers creep as far as your Sergeant Stony Craig, for exam-
comic strips. Go on, you'd say, it’s|ple. What crude war stuff! The
just these radicals exaggerating hero is in the American service
things again. . . . |and he's after a spy named . . .
Well, hold on. We're not exag-|Herr von Berlin, who talks with a
geraling at all. |heavy German accent. If the car-
Now it’s true that many comics toonist wants America to get into

are really just plain good fun. Who & war, why doesn’t he say so di-
doesn't get a big kick out of Har- rectly.

old Teen and Shadow? And who | OF take Jane Arden, the girl re-
doesn’t love to read about Moon Porter, who somelimes gets involv-
Mullins and his adventures with| €d looking for German spies. Or
Lord and Lady Plushbottom? Ev- the most pl&tant of all, Little Or-
ery normal human being ukes;phan Anmg. which isn't so much
those kind of comics. (Not to men-| PYo-war as it is anti-labor. About 2
tion Stokey Stover—whose phool- | Years ago this strip showed strik-
osophy has affected the English}‘?g workers in such unfavorable
language almost as much as Har- | light that mass protest from read-

old Teen has affected boy’s styles| ers forced a change.

and jitterbuggery.) | Even here, in the world of fun
{for children and grown-up child-

War Stuff ren, the Coupon Clippers have their

But there's a different kind of  war propaganda. Get 'em young

comic strip which may not affect'is their motto.

Spréad W ar!|GETTING wisE

Here's a young fellow who's
getting wise to himself. Writes
Louis McDermott to the New
York Evening Post:

‘“To the Editor:

“Here’'s one hunk of fodder -
who's going to enlist in the
next war. That is, the one aft-
er this one.

“Frankly, I don't care much
if future school children nev-
er recite pretty poems about
how bravely I exploded, and
what a touching sight bones

Lies for
Students

In recent years, there has grown
up a whole school of intellectuals
whose manner of earning a living
is to write books urging a “holy
war for democracy.” One of the
main groups at which such books
are directed is the student, intel-
lectual youth.

These writers are very well
known and very well paid. They

poppies blow. I'll stay home
and do the reciting. . .”

made in Flanders Field where = j

make a great appeal to intellectual
youth because they speak in intel-
lectual terms.

Thus, such men as Lewis Mum-
ford, Vincent Sheean, Clarence
Streit, Hendrik van Loon, have
done more to whip the intellectual
youth into a war frenzy than al-
most any other force.

Noble Terms
For they speak in noble terms

“Men Must Act” is a good &

about as if it were accepted by ev-
eryone that the Allied Powers were
fighting for these ideals. It does
not occur to Mumford and his
friends that England and France

might be fighting for imperialist
plunder precisely the way Germa-




ACTION-CAITERA

8y MARTIN EDEN ®

“Hollywood Cavalcade” had every right to be
a fine picture. Any attempt to screen the rich
history of  the mdtion picture could not help but

uncover a wealth of humor, fantasy, and hare-
brained adventure in the mushroom growth of the

Hollywood indusiry

Here was scope for a fine picture. But leave
it to Hollywood to reduce its own biography tu 2
mere vehicle for the dubious talents of Alice
Faye and Don Ameche. Plot is simple: Ameche
believes “flickers™ have a real future; lures Broad-
way actress Fave to Hollywood vintage 1910. As

director and star Ameche and Faye soar to
success. Ameche too busy making pictures. Alice
wants to make love. Ameche too busy too long:
Alice marries someone else. Bitterness .
Faye's star zooms higher, Ameche {falls, drunken,
sulien, etc. Final reunion and hope for the future
are the comforting assurance of the fadeout.
There’s very little more to the picture than this
rather thin skeleton. Ameche sets his lips firmly

~and walks through the picture with a pained
look. And who can blame him. Faye reveals a
hitherto unknown, facet of her ability. She can
really take a pie-in-the-puss. In the scenes of
early slapstick comedy, Miss Faye walks away
with the scenes and with lovely, custard™ filling

dripping down her face.
TRUE STOQRY

That the picture misses completely the real
story of Hollywood, the shoe-string producers, the
few men with vision, the shooting stars on the
Hollvwd horizon, its fantastic successes offset
by the thousands who found only failure, is
self evident. It missed its chance to tell the stors
of a truly amazing development in America and
throunghout the world for that matter. Never has
any form of entertainment spread so rapidly, be-
come accepted a part of life. There's a lot
of material in this story, but vou won't find any
part of it in a drab and uninteresting “Hollywood
Cavalcade.”

SO

| Am Interested—

Please send me more information on the
aims and activities of the

s ESL

116 University Place
New York City

Name
Address

City

CHALLENGE QR ¥t I H

By WILLI MUNZENBERG

(This is the fourth installment
in a series of excerpts from Mun-
zenberg’s account of his experi-
i ences in the Swiss and the Inter-
national Soecialist Youth move-
ments during the World War.,
The material is translated from
the German as it appeared in his
book “Die Dritte Front.”)
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The collapse of the Second Inter-
national automatically leads {0 a
decisive collapse of the internation-
al relations of the Socialist Youth
movement. These relations had
never amounted to much more
than a poorly functioning interna-
tional correspondence. There never
was a common political program
on fundamental matters in the in-
ternational! youth movement. Com-
imon international actions were un-
!‘r:nc'-vn to the movement. There
|was no instrument to bring about
close international ties, like an in-
ternational newspaper. All the ef-
forts of the period of 1907 to 1914
were limited to publishing a miser-
able, little bulletin that appeared
irregularly. The international sec-
retary at the outbreak of the war
was Robert Danneberg, at present
(1928) a Social Democratic mem-
ber of the Vienna City Council.

| The international bureau of the
| youth movement took no position
fon the war, neither when it existed
as an inevitable threat or after it
broke out. Danneberg made Kauts-
ky's explanation its own, “The In-
ternational is founded for the pur-
ipo:‘es of peace and not for war-
time.” He proceeded to hang a
black-bordered sign on the door of
the office of the youth bureau in
Vienna which read, “Temporarily
closed on account of the war.”

| Enthusiastic Youth

! The International Bureau made
ino attempts in the months after

the outbreak of the war to again|

build up the international ties be-

We, of the Swiss movement, had

|established a series of direct con-

tacts with other youth leagues in
surrounding countries before the
outhreak of war. My tour through
Germany had resulted in a stream
of mail from the wvarious local
groups that I had visited. The con-
tact had never been broken with
the central committee of the Ital-
ian youth organization and several
local groups in Italy after our tour
through that country in 1912.

In September, 1914 we began an
intensive correspondence with the
socialist youth of Norway, Sweden,
Denmark, and Italy with the pros-
pect in view of calling an interna-
|tional conference of proletarian
youth organizations to again con-
stitute a Youth International.

Approached Bureau

In agreement with the above
mentioned youth movements, I, as|
secretary of the Swiss organiza-
tion, approached the international
bureau in Vienna on November 10,
1914 with the request that it sum-
mon an international conference no|
later than the spring of 1915. The
international bureau responded|
with a post card that left nothmg
to be desired in its laconic brevity! |
It voiced inability to act on the
matter.

The card said the following:
“W. G.! It is entirely impos- |
sible to state at this time whe-
ther a congress is possible in the
spring of 1915. I cannot there-
fore take any position at this

time in reference to your propos-
al. With greetings,

Dannenberg” |

We now knew that it would be
impossible to achieve an interna-
tional discussion and conference
through the medium of the bureau

The Story of the Socialist Youth
Movement During the Last War

of France had not yet taken a po-
sition on international relations
and that its own position would
have to coincide with that of the
party. The central committee of
|the Austrian youth movement
greeted the conference with a let-
ter. The central committee of the
local party-sponsored youth leag-
ues in Germany, headed by Fritz
Ebert, rudely rejected the invita-
tion and at the same time protest-
jed the convocation of the confer-
ence.

These youth groups, which were
|founded in 1909, as youth commit-
|tees of the Party and trade union
{movements, were never a part of
the Youth International. Despite
this, we considered it our duty to
invite them to the conference, par-
ticularly since their organ “Die Ar-
'beiter-Jugend,” had taken an un-
|socialist and war-mongering posi-
|tion. When the well-known former
'radical and leader of the South
iGermdn “Youth Guard,” Ludwig
{Frank, volunteered for military
|service at the outbreak of the war
and fell early in the war on a
| French battlefield, his voluntary
enlistment and death were hailed
in “Die Arbeiter Jugend” as a her-
{oic act and an example for the
millions of young German workers.

Rejects Conference

. We will not participate in
{the international youth conference
{you have in view. The main point
|of that conference (i.e., the war—
| translator) does not revohe upon
ithe youth organization for a deci-
Ision, but is much more a matter
{for the Social Democratic parties
{to consider.”

These rémarks were a gross pre- |
sentation of the attitude toward
the youth held by the Social Demo-

and we decided to call such a con-|¢ratic “nurses to the youth move-

ference without the endorsement of
the bureau. The exchange of cor-
respondence with the international

{organizations became more intense

'tween the various Socialist Youth|and led to the agreement of a

| movements. However,

the desire whole series of groups to partici-
|and enthusiasm of the socialist|

pate in a conference

in Bern,

|youth oreanizations of the world|Switzerland on Easter of 1915.

vto enter nto relations and take|
part in an international exchange

lof views on the question of the|

French Youth
The French youth organization

iist Youth was very great.

|war and the position of the Social-| rejected our invitation with the ex-

ment.” It was the attitude that
the proletarian youth at thé age of

seventéen was quite old enough to
shed his blood onm the battlefield,
but was not old enough to concern
himself with the question of fight-
ing against the war.

(The next installment will de-
scribe the sessions of the Bern
conference, including the conflict

!planation that the Socialist Party

with the Bolshevik delegation.)

The Negro number of the New International
is a production of the first importance for the
youth. All youth, white and Negro, should get a
copy. Within 16 pages is packed a manual of eco-
nomic and political knowledge.

The outstanding article is a study: the Negro
in Southern Agriculture, by Robert Birchman.
No one has to learn from books that the Negro
is oppressed. What is important is how and why
he is oppressed. Birchman shows that the Negro
sharecropper is in the grip of the plantation-owner
to much the same extent that the slave was in
the grip of the slave-owner. He shows that often
it costs the modern owner less to keep a wage-
slave than it cost to keep a chattel-salve. This
system of agriculture retards the mechanization
of agriculture, and is the prevailing cause of the
social backwardness and demoralization of the
South.

FUNDAMENTAL ANALYSIS

Birchman bases his analysis on the fundamen-
tals of Marxism. This, and a thorough mastery of
his smaterial combine to make a note-worthy
study.

J. R. Johnson, in his article, Revolution and
the Negro, outlines the little known contributions
of the Negro to the great revolutions of the past.
The Negroes played a vigorous and important
part in the revolutionary destruction of feudalism
in France. The winning of independence by the
Negroes of French San Domingo, today Haiti,

has had a profound influence on the history of the

19th Century. The contributions of American

Negroes to the Northern victory in the Civil War
are outlined.

Finally, he gives a concise picture of the im-

mense revolutionary potentialities of the 120 mil-
lion Negroes in Africa today.

Johnson draws the

inference that if a half-million slaves in San
Domingo could have such direct influence and

wide repercussions in the revolutionp of 150

vears ago, in the tightly knit world of today, the
African revolution of 120 million Negroes will of
necessity be one of the most dynamic forces in
the destruction of present day imperialism.

George Novack continues his scholarly study

of chattel-slavery in American history.

Altogether the youth, whether members of the

YPSL or not, would be well repaid by organiz-
ing study-groups and discussions to make them-

selves thoroughly familiar with the facts and ideas
presented in this number of the New International.

WORKERS CIVIL LIBERTIES WAS

FIRST VICTIM OF

LAST WAR

‘While the Big Monecy Men who
run this country are counting up
the dollars they have already made
from the war in Europe, and lick-
ing their chops in anticipation of
the millions more they will make
once they get this country into
war, their well-paid stooges in the

“propaganda factories” are hard at
work whooping it up for the “‘war
for democracy.”

. They will have to work double
time to convince those Americans
who remember what happened to

people know that they spent those
twenty-two years in San Quentin,
at Jleast indirectly, because of
America's participation in the last
War. The Mooney-Billings case
was not simply a part of the anti-
union drive of the California boss-
es; it was also a part of the pro-
paganda campaign to get the
American people into the war.
Mooney was not only falsely ac-

ing fabulous profits from its sales
to the War Machine, wouldn't yield
a dollar of their millions to the
“IWW anarchists.” They let loose
a reign of terror against the lum-
berjacks. Their yellow press accus-
ed the strikers of pro-Germanism.
The hired, thugs of the Lumber
Trust raided union halls, beat up
the strikers and imprisoned them
in “bull-pens” (pre-Hitler concen-
tration camps). The leaders of the
strike were sent to prison for the
duration of the war. The Lumber
Trust broke the strike, and pre-
served its profits, to the last dime.
Editors Arrested
Meanwhile in New York, the edi-
tors of the ‘“Masses,” an anti-war

the Lumber Trust, which was mak-| |

‘ With S(;issors: And Paste ...

COP SEES RED

A delightful interlude occurred in the WPA
frame-up trial in Minneapolis when Patrolman
Dickinson testified that Oscar and Margaret
Schoenfeld, defendants and leaders of the Youth
Section of the Federal Workers Section, had led
the pickets in singing “‘a Communistic song.”

It turned out the cop was discussing the song
“Solidarity.”

This song was written long before there was
a Communist movement, and has been mxug on

WOMEN SHOUT FOR PEACE

Women arose in the gallery of the House of
Commons in London on November 21 and shout-
ed, “We Want Peace!” They scattered anti-war
leaflets from the galleries until attendants eject-
ed them.

What did a little rough handling mean to
them when they knew they were fighting for the
lives of their sons and husbands?

L L] L .
CHAMPION LIAR OF THE MONTH

Says Viscount Halifax, British Foreign Secre-
tary: “We (the Allies) are ﬂghtnxg for free-
dom, we are fighting for peace, we are meeting
the ¢! to our own security and that of
othenlndweamdeteudlngtheﬂghtld‘&u“’
nations to live their own lives.” ; :
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