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Young Workers League Corvention .

A big step toward the new revol-
utionary youth league and the new
youth international was taken on
March 6-6 in Chicago. After four
months of intensive activity, the
Young ‘Workers League met in {ts
first national convention to hammer
out the line and strategy ¥or build-
ing the youth league,

To those who recognize the tre-
mendous importance of the youth and
the youth movement in the struggle
for the overthrow of capitalism,the
fact that the small group of com~
rades who were expelled from the Wp
for their loyalty to the principles
of the 4th International, were able
th launch a youth organization on
the same day that the Revolutionary
Workers League was formed, is in it-
self a big victory. The further
fact thet in the first 4 months of
its existence the YWL was success~
ful in almost doubling its member-
ship, publishing a reg lar monthly
organ, carrying out two successful
fours, and esteblishing a mational-
1y unified and coordinated arganiz-
ation, make the victory even more
significant, '

After an exhaustive two-month
period of discusgion of all the _
problems ... facing the organ-
ization, the YWL was able to resfis-
ter its third victory in holding
its first metionel convention in
the city which is the center
of that sectioh of the country
which will be strategically decis-
ive in the proletarian revolution
in this country., Gathered at the
convention were delegates from a
handful of cities where the YWL

. had succeeded in establishing units

< not many - but determined to make
it many.

The delegates to this convention
were fully cognizant of the fact
that they were meeting in a period
allowing .- no delays in the work
facing them., The convention heard

the report of its national gsecretary

that the youth are looking for a

way. outs that unless the revolution-

ary youth league was to appreoach

these youth with its program at once

they may fall into the hands of
phe first fascist or semi-fascist

jnew youth internz tional,

demagogue to appear on the scene,
The convention also met at a time
the war danger, which affects so
intimately the very lives of mil-
lions of youth, was daily moving
ever closer, In the deliberations
and decisions of this convention
these two facts were constantly
¥isible, A serious determination
to lay the political basis for de-

cisively answering this serious P
situation was what characterized '
the cormwention most of all,

Of great importance to the YWL g

convention was the fact that it
-had been preceeded by the RWL con-

ivention, which had laid down the

answers to all the major problems

of the American revolutionary move~

ment., The YWL, which is political-

ly subordinate to the RWL, was a-

ble to proceed on the basis of a

fully developed Marxist program,
The first problem that faced

1 the convention was the internation-

al situation, It was forced to
record the fact that the two ex-~
isting youth internationals were
bankrupt and would only lead to
demoralization, disintegration,
and defeat for the workingclass
youth, It further recognized that
there was no body in existence on
an internstional scale which
would serve as the center §g? the
e
: Stockholm~0Oslo Youth Bureesu, the
‘only youth center in existence
‘outside of the two interre tionals,
is centrist in character and com-
position, moving to the right,
losing strength and disintegrat-
(ing, The convention accepted the
, theses of the National Committee
that it would be one of the major
 problems of the YWL in the period
to come to work toward the crea-
tion of a new center based on
the principles of Marxism,

In this process the Stockholm-
Dslo Bureau will have to be smash-
'ed, In answer to the war danger,
the convention instructed the in-
coming NEC to work toward the
"holding of an international con~-
ference against war, social pat-
riotism and social-pacifism, and
-(continued on Page two)
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(continued from

to lay the basis for international
action against war, =
- The convention accepted the
thesis and resolutions that had
been presented to the membership by
the National Committee and that had
been printed in our organ, the CALL
TO ACTION, almost two months before
the convention, With reference to
the problems of tuilding the revo-
lutionary youth league in this
country, the convention accepted
‘theses on the economic situation of
. the American youth, the student
quegtion, the question of militar-

igm, e’ ¢h er of raniza~ n
em, the'character of the organiza jthe workers for the revolutionary

tion and tlie revolutionary party,
ard the gemeral line for our answer
to the NYA, All of these theses
will be printed in pamphlet form
and be availlable for the widest
distribution among the young work-
ers, . ‘ : )
Probably one of the most wor-
thy contributions of this first
convention was its realization that
the special characterigtics of the
youth, which create the necessity
for a separate youth organization,
must be recognized and answered by
the revolutionary youth organiza-
tion if it is to fulfill its role,
The outstanding characteristic of
the youth organization would,.there
fore, he educdational, It will be
the duty of -the YWL to educate the
young workers not only to make the
revolution, but also to be good
huilders of the new socialist so-
ciety. If this duty is really car-
ried out, we will for the first
time trenslate into action the oft-
repeated slogan that was immortale
ized by Liebknecht‘,"To the youth
belongs the futurel® R
n%he convention was eable to re-~
cord a real growth in membership,
Tven while the convention was in
gession word came from groups in
New York and Youngstown who had
broken away from that orgenization
which was being liquidated at the
game time in New York, the Sparta-

1the cadres of the

GUE CONVENTION
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{ : .

ing for membership in our orgeniza-
tion, These new adheréntsy follow-
ing similar adherents in Chicago,
Columbus, and other places in the
months before the convention, were -
really heartening to the assembled
idelegates, '
; Like the RWL convention, the
YWL convention also recognized the
fact that the Ohio-Great Lakes area
with Chicago as the center, indus-~
trially and strategically %ormed
the decisive section of this coun-
try. It further realized that no
revolutionary organization could -
'be really successful in mobilizing

struggles, unless it based itself
and concentrated on this section.
And as a sign of the seriousness
with which the c¢onvention approach-
ed the problem of really building
‘ rarty which
will lead the workers toward the
revolution, the convention decided
that, no matter how difficult it
woulé be for a small organization

» how i our
2nd e FatiEr hov; ShaYolidesy o
should be moved to Chicago in the
next 3 to 6 months. And then it
laid specific plans fer carrying
out of this transfer, one of which
is the moving to Chicago 8f the
national secretary in the next six
weeks, IR '

After discussing the report
of the outgoing National Committee

{ and adopting a constitution which

in ever¥£one'of its articles guar-
antees the. democratic centralist
character of the regime in the org-
anization, the convention elected
a new National Executive Committee
and journed, The delegates re-
turning from the convention, stop-
ping in the various cities to .
which they were assigned to stop,
will be able to transmit to the
merbership not only the decisions
of the cohvention, but the tremen-
dous enthusiasm and determination
to build, which characterized the
entire convention., Like true
"Young soldiers of communism" the

cus Youth League, and were apply-

(continued on page 3)
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AMERICAN SPORTMANSHIP., AND THE “INFERIOR!" RACES

We have been taught in our
schools and by our newspapers that
America is the land of sportsman-
ship, It is commonly assumed in
this country that the sports crowd
and the entrepreneurs are fair and
square in all they do - "square
shooters', you know, This country
is contrasted to Germany, where
Jews are discriminated against and
Julius Streicher mekes indignant
speeches beccuse Negroes won in the
Olympic competition,,

One article written by Paul

writer, in Vantty Fair magamime,

goes a long way toward the exposure

of this myth, Gallico informs us
that the difference between the Na-
gig and our own "sportsmen' is that
eur 'sporitsmen" have developed.a
more or less exact science in deal-
ing with representatives of "infer-

ior" races who dare to refute some

of the capitalist "scientific"
race theories, The Cermans, on
the other hand, are first groping
their way towards the solution of
newly acquired problems, Their me-
thods are indeed primitive when
- compared to our own systematized
- subjJection of "inferior" races by
those on top, ' ‘ :
Lat us quote from Paul Galli~
co's article just one of the exam~
ples of the superiority of organ-~
ization over Stre’cher's spontan-
eitys"Hor instance there was once,
I seem to recall, a boxing match
in Philadelphia, involving Prime
Carnera and a large and very sun-
burned member of an inferior (!)
race by the name of Ace. Clauk, The
Ace, a.primitive child at heart,
couid not resist experimenting up-
on the maghificent target afforded
by De Preem and immediately hung a
terrific shanty on his eye. 5o
complete was his childish glee at
his succeses that he began to busy
himself with intent to knock the
man out, Obviously something had
to be done to avert this racial
shame, and so, between rounds, an
emissary visited the corner of the
untutored savage and gave him a

seems to
“forever - witness Joe Louis,

. Preem,

covert glimpse at one of the amazing
new invantions of the ubermenschen,
a8 blue-black instrument that shoots
root-ta-toot ten times, by just
squeezing the releasing mechanism
once and holding it, The Ace was
proverly impressed and collapsed in
the next round from the lethal ef-
fects of a mild punch 1o the scapu-
la delivered by -the white man,"

Many of us remember the shame- J.
ful call for the '"white hope'" when =

Jack Johnson was heavyweight chemp, .
: / , . - and the refusal to match Jack Demp- ‘¢
Gallico, a well~informed "sports™

sey with the acknowledged logical :
contender, Harry Wills, Gallico
{hink those days are gone
But
there he is wrong, Colored men
still are not tolerated in baseball,
Negro basketball players, shunted
off white teams, must form their
ovn, As long as capitalism exists,
vhite men must be compensated for
their inferior status under capital-
ism by presenting them wi'th '"super-
ior blood", .Louis 1s being toler-
ated becasuse he obviously is the
only boxer in the field who amounts
to anything. As yet, there is no
opposition to him, VWhat goes on"
underneath the surface is still un-
known, as was ‘the case with Da
Even the field of sports ic
disgraced and sullied by capitalist
requirements, The so~-called sport-

manship that the young workers of

thig cofintry are constantly belng
reminded of is indeed a myth., Cap-
1talism does not allow for any
sportsmanship,- Only under a workers
rule will it be possible for every .
worker to develop his talents to
their fullest extent - in the field

of sports or any other field, 4
% * * % " w 0N
YOUNG WORKERS LEAGUL CONVENTION W
continued ITrom page 2) ‘?1

comrades have now returned to their
duties, confident that the conven-
tion hag made possible the building
of the mass revolutionary youth
organization - confident that the
will build it} . .

* *
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MPEOPLES FRONT" PRTSIDENT IN
ACTION; REACTIONARITS REJOICE

Not many weeks ago, Lazaro -
Cardenas, president of Mexiecc, was
public hero Ko, 1 in the Stalinist
calendar. He was the keystore of
their '"Peoples Front! against Cal-
les and the Gold Shirt Fascists,
Now .this toodk of American imper-
ialism has chosen his time to be-
head the popular digcontent, He
began by threatening th use the
army against labor in strikes, The

next step was’'to remove Juan Rich-
~ ter, Mexican consul at Lereado, Tex-
as, for attending a labor meeting,

- Now the "Peoples Fronter'" is
getting rid of the only democretic
reform his administration even pre-
tended to carry out., On March 30,
in 12  Stetes the Department of the
Interior,ordered the reopening of
Catholic churches closed by the
State govermnments, - The Catholic
reactioneries saw their cue and at
once took the offensive, In San
Felepe, a peaceful essembly of
schoolteachers was attacked and 16
persons were killed, In Compos-~
tela, 3 were killed when reaction-
aries attacked a train loaded with
leftists, S '

Cardenas' work is about over,
With the aid of the Stalinists, he
kept the workers of Mexico out of
action, Now the reactionaries
are preparing to mop up.

DANTSH SOCIALISTS STILL THE SAME

The Danish Socialist govern-.
ment still has the title as one
of the chief betrayers of labor,
Its latest action pretty well clin-
ches it., The government sent 150~
000 men invalved in a labor dis+
pute back to -work without any a-
greement being made. The govern-
ment is in charge of making. terms
satisfactory to both sides. Satis-!
fying both sides is an old social~

5
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| SPANTSH GOVERNMENT SEIKS
* WORDER'3 PZABANTS WANT LAND

- The government of Spain has
been faced with the Jjob of gettin,
pid of its election promises. One
of these was division of the big
estates among the peasants, Right
after the electiong, the peasants
took over the land and began
spring farming, '

- The government was horrified.
It ordered them to-await a ®legal®
redistribution., They waited, but
nothing happened. So on March 30
the peasants of Badajoz, about 20~
000 .in number, took action them-
selvew and eccupied the land. :

~ The Spanish '"Peoples Front' -
supported government is now facing
the task of showing its face, To
get .. the peasants off the land,
it must drop its "liberal' mask
and act openly as an agent of the
bosses. ‘

SOCTAL-DEMOCRATS BETRAY LABOR;
"STATUS QUO' J.G.S. DEMAND

At the recent speeiai con-
gress of the Belgian Socialist
Party (POB) an outright social~
patriotic position was taken on.
militarism. The Young Socialist
. Guard of Belgium, famous thruout .
the world as. the "extreme lefi"
of the Young Socialist Internat-
ional, was forced to take a stand
on the decisions of the Party
Congress. - o L

It #id this in a semi-official
article in the last issue of its
paper: The article, by Delbrouck,
one of its leaders, declared: 'We
want the status 'quo; and nothing
more", The party congress 1s s0-
‘cial-patriotic; the youth ask the
party to fbr§etlthe‘who;e thing.

" . "Meanwhile, the Beligian Fed-
‘eration of Labor, controlled by
the POB, has expelled 1lwo militant
oppositionists in the longshore-
men's union in Anvers. The J.6.5

democratic custom, especially in

Denmark, ‘
*

* * *

diantt take this up in their pa-
per.. Lack of space, maybe{
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AMERICAN

¥OUTH

ACT

On March 20-22 over three hundred
representatives of various youth
organizations gathered in Washing-
ton, D.C., to testify and partici-
pate in the hearings on the Ameri-
can Youth Act conducted by the Se-
nate Committee on Labor and Edu-
cation,
ising votential militancy and
class solidarity on the part of
hundreds of young people shame-
fully warped and canalized into
purely parliementary and legal
"mass lobbying", '

Three months ggo the answer
of the Stalinigt-pacifist Ameri-
can Youth Congress to Roosevelt's
National Youth Act was introduced
into Congress, The answer took
the form af & bill called the Am-
erican Youth Act, "designed to
orovide vocational training and
employment and full educational
opportunities to youth and stud-
ents", The Bill was introduced -
into Congress last January by Re-
presentative Amlie and Senator
Benson, Since January 14, this
bill has been the main axis of the
activity of the American Youth
Congress which has posed it as a
"realistic correction and supple~
ment" to Roosevelt's National
Youth Act, ,

But the National Youth Act is
not merely an "inadequate' measure
requiring supplementation, It is
a direct attack against the work-
ingclass, both youth and adult,

By its apprenticeship provisions
it aims a blow at union wages and
seeks to undermine still further
the hattered«down standard of live~
ing of the American worker; it
hopes to buy off the youth with a
misersble pittance of from $6 to
‘$40 a month, But its most viecious
and most clever aspect is its at-~
tempt to drive a wedge between the
youth and the adult, by putting
lower-piad youth in a position of
ousting the older and more exper-
ienced men, and by prog¢iding a
gseparate Youth Administration in
the hope of obscuring the fact
that the youth problems are class

The occasion saw & prom=

senators,

problems and can be solved only
with and through the class as a
whole,

The interests of the working-
class youth require that the Na~
tional Youth Act be mercilessly
fought and exposed. The call of
the American Youth Congress for & -

 "struggle for" the nnéds of the

youth aroused an instané response,
Hundreds came down to Waghington
expecting to participate in any
action, ready to demonstrate, to
throw.all their strength and en-
ergy and enthusiasm into the
fight, But the American Youth
Congress had a different line,

It had spent months in respect-
fully soliciting the support and
testimony of the "best" people
{ministers, liberals and govern-
ment officials « Warden Lawes,
William Chemberlain, Bishop Mc-
Carnell, etc - were its star wit-
nesses), and it did not propose
now to lose this '"mass base' by
some 'mmwise" action, To turn
now to mass pressure - a parade,

picket line, march, mass meeting -

anything that might bring out
class lines and expose the class
character of the bourgeois state,
would "antagonize!" the senators
and hurt the chances of getting
the bill passed.
Youth Congress has a better, a
"more effective” method., The
young workers and students were
told to go to "theirY senators and
representatives to impress upon
them the urgency of supporting the
bill; they were told to go home
and get their clubs and organiza~
tions to write letters to '"their"
These were the methods
which the senators would under-
stand and appreciate, \

' The American Youth Act itself
was conceived in this same spirit
of class~collaboration. It pro-
vides for commissions to adminis-
ter the Act, to consist of one-
+third youth representatives, one-

. third labor, and one-third bour-

geoisie ('"social service and edu-
(continued on page 8)

No, the American
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NATIONAL

TOUR

(Editorial Note - Comrade Street~
er, National Secretary of the
YOUNG WORKERS LEAGUE, continues
here his notes and impressions on
his Coast-to-Coast teur, from
which he has just returned, The
first part of these notes, dealing
with the trip from New York to
Chicago, have already been publish
ed in the January 1936 issue of
the CALL TO ACTION), : ~
. Rather than enter into a long
discussion on the specific situa~
“tion of each of the 18 or 20 towns
and cities visited on the tour, I
want to speak here generally on
the situation in the country as a
whole, 'As one leaves the East and
heads South and Southwest thru the

V.. -agricultural regoio of Missouri,
“ic . Oklahoma, Texas, etc, the country
'~ grows more amd more puverty-stricke
t... ~en, The shacks and hovels betray a
 fearful destitution, Their occu-

. pants, buffeted back and forth by

" every blow of the crisig, barely
manage to exist on their mortgaged
land, The marks of the 7-year
erisis stand out on every side:
the return to homespun clothing,

* the unrepaired roofs, the cars

‘rusting in the sheds because there
ia no money for gas, in the haunt-
ed, desperate look of the man who
“sees no future, ‘ ‘
In the- industrial sections all
- this is covered by the tinsel and
glitter of the city, by the noise
and glamor, the fanfare and bright
lights, But here too, unemployment
remains stationary, wages come
down, and the relief rolls mount,
From one end of the country to the
other, in one town after another,
whole families and whole villages
are dependent on the WPA and re~
lief for their livelilicod,
Everywhere Roosevelt is a last
desperate hope. "Roosevelt at
least tries, He put thru the New
Deal, He sees the problem of the
poor man,'" Everywhere the masses
pin their faith on this illusion.
Among the youth the support for
Roosevelt exists, but with a dis~

1and five or six other cities.

larger

tion with things as they are, Pro-
sals for militant action, whether
by the fascist demagogue or the re-
volutionist, strike an instand re-
sponse,

It is noteworthy that the cry
for a Farmer-Labor Party comes al-
most entirely from the advanced,
radical element, from those in the
orbit of the Stalinist and Social-
ists, It is they who, acting as an
organized force, are raising the
Farmer Labor Party as & solution,
Eut this'solution’arouses little
response, even among the dissatis-
fied and leftward-moving elements,
It seems to them too academic, too
far removed from their own lives,
too much, in a sense, a repetition

of Roosevelt, They tend to swing

much more easily to militant and

revolutionary tactics, Neverthelese

the steady pounding .of the reform-
ists (Stalinists, Socialists, etc)
is likely to succeed in creating
the party, especially since the re=-
volutionary party is not yet able
to counterpose its line in action,
Perheps the most striking fact
to the New Yorker is the startling
contrast between the strength of
the radical movement in New York
The
Socialist Party is practically non-~
existent, The Stalinist party has
some strength on the West Coast,
Otherwise, it too is insignificant,
Town after town without even a mem-
ber of the Socialist or Communist
Parties! City after city with a
group of ten or fifteen Stalinists,
and three or four Socialists! Thru-
out the entire industrial region
of the country, even in the Great
Lakea=~Illinois-Indiana-Pennsylvan-
ia area, the Communist and Social-
ist Parties represent a relatively
tiny force, ''Mass meetings" in ci-
ties of &0, 60, and 100,000 popula=-
tion draw 50, 60 and 100 people,
As to the youth organizations,
groups of the Young Peoples Social-
ist League and the Young Communist
League can be found only in the lau
cities,
(continued on P, 15)
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Soviet territory has been invaded!

of "borde# incidents!
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On March 31, the long series

_ engineered by Japan on the Mongolian-Manchu
frontier flared up into the most serious tonflict tggdaxe; e
Japanese force backed by field artillery

A strong
and tanks and preceeded by air

captured the border post of Adik-Dolon and penetrat
Tamsik-Bulek, 30' miles.within Mongolien P eratys a8 far as

territory. There it came into

conflict with the Red Mongolian forces, in a 24-hour battle ending with

the decisive defeat of the Japanese expedition,

ian troops reoccupied Adik~Dolon,

The invasion was the climax of
a series of border incidents pro-
voked by Japan against the nomad
Soviet. On March 30, the first at-
tack was made on Adik-Dolon by se-
ven truckloads of Japanese troops,
end another attack was made on Bu-
lun-Dersu to the south, In each
case, the-'Peoplew Army garrison
drove off the invaders with little
trouble, e

With the invasion of April 1
there ended the first period of
peace in the history of Central A-
sia, Since the days of Genghis
Khan, when lack of food drove the
peaceful nomads of the Gobi half
around the world, the plains of
Mongolia have been stained by . the
blood of countless invasions and .
counter-invasions, L

The people were ruled. by a
feudal nobility and priesthood.
whose ‘wealth was counted in cat~
tle, The poor herdsman had to fol
low his oppressors in everything,
- for they owned stock and he did
not - and in a nomead region live-
stock means life and its absence,
death, In addition, the land lay
under the rule of the emperors of.
China. -Just as they drained the
last possible cent from the Chin-
ese peasant, so they exploited the
Mongolian nomad to. support their -
far-flung state bureaucracy,

Then came the October Revolu=
tion. As news of it swept eastward
revolution blazed thruout Siberise,
The Chinese govermnment sought to
reenforce its hold on Mongolia and
sent the’' infamous "Little Hsu" .
northward, massacring whole towns
as he went, Downward from the
north, the Russian White Guards,

On April 2, the Mongol-

_!Gobi. From Vladivostok east, Baron
|Ungern-Steraberg, agent of Japan,

sought to establish his "Pan-Asiat-
ic center" there, culminating in
his capture of Urga and massacre of
the Jewish section there,

With each invasion, the discon~
tent among the Mongol people grew,
They saw the Living Buddha, head of
their religion, smile benevolently
on the murderer from China, the
White Guard torturers, and the mad
Baron alike, A popular uprising a=-
gainst oppression occurred in 1921,
the Red Army crossed the frontier,
and the Mongolian Peoples Republic
arose, based on a Soviet structure
and controlled for the first time
by the Mongolian people. |
- There was literally no proletar-
iat in Mongoliaj hence, it could
not be a workers' state, The task
of the Soviet government wes, under
the leadership of the workers of
the Soviet Union, to introduce mod-
ern machinery and industry and.de-
velop this area to-an equal level
with other countries, This task has
been only partly carried out, The
Stalinist betrayal of the 1927 Chi-
nese Revolution made it impossible
for Mongolia to have free access
to its economic parallel, the crow-
ded plains of China, '

But in spite of Btalinism, the

‘Mongolian Peoples Republic has ad~

vanced, The power of the nobles has
declined; a small proletariat has

appeared. The Stalinists today pre-

pare the "defens8" of Red Mongolia
by letters of protest to the Japan-
ese consulate, It is.ou® job to do
what they cannot -~ call on the
workers of Americe and the world tc
defend the Mongolian Soviet - to -

greedy even in death, sought to es~ defend the Soviet Union ~ by mass

teblish a basis for onpression in

| action in support of the Soviet st

Vol 2, NoJd
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The harrowing story of the flood
which rushed into the workingclass
guarters of Pennsylvania, Connecti-
cut and surrounding areas and which
carried away with it innumerable
lives has already been told and
forgotten by the capitalist press,
But they have covered their story
of this great catastrophe with cri-
minal lies’ and distortions,

With pious hypocricy théy have
desc?ibed it as an absolutely in-
escapable fact of nature, and an
"act of God" - An honest analysis
of the flood, however, throws this
great lie back into their faces and
establishes at the same time the

responsibility for the unnecessary -

loss of life and destruction upon
tha absolutely negligent and cha-
otic order of capitalism. These
honest facts, however, it remains
only for revolutlonlsts to tell,

The low level areas of the
flood regions have almost every
year been visited by slight floods
of water entering workers' base-
ments and threatening life on a
large scale. For this reason,
these areas have generally been ta-
booed as residential areas, but al-~
so for this reason rents here are
cheap and the poverty-stricken
workers were thereby attracted to
establish their homes here with
their families, The flood there-
fore hit the workingclass{ The
wealthy, in the main, were not
there, Those few well-to-do who
happened to be temperdnily living
in the hotels there were, it is -
significant, the first to be saved
by the rescue squads, ‘

This year in particular scieén<
tists have warned many months in
advance of the danger of the froz~-
en rivers and streams in bringing
about a terrible flood situation,
But the ruling class in Washing-
ton took not the slightest notice
of the warning, ¥For 25 years le-

-gislation for flood control, for
building of dems and dikes, for
the reguletion of rivers has been
considered and then hypocritically
denied, No funds! But what of the
billions appropriated and used for |

war pruposes? That is another sio-

TV )
Thus capitalism stands con-
demned as the murderer of counte
less workingclass families, It
proved its inability to safeguard
human lives and to utilize the
laws of Science, Only a communist
society, planned and ordered, u- -
“tilizing science to its fhllest
for the purpose of preserving and
not destroying life, can end such
catastrophes.

* *

»

AMERICAN YOUTH. ACT
{cont from p. . 5)

cational"), -The Act is framed a-
‘long the same lines as Roosevelt's
National Youth Act and provides
also for a geparate Youth adminis~
tration, the only result of which
can be to divide the class and :
confuse the youth,

What could have been an in-
~spiring lesson in class solidar=-
ity and the determination of the
American youth to fight for their
needs agalnst the capitalist
state and its ideology, was ,
seized by the American Youth Con-
‘gress and twisted and distorted
into purely legalistic and false
parliamentary channels, Organ-
ized on a false basis, dominated
by the pacifist and reformist pol-
icies of the Young Stalinist
League, the American Youth Con-
gress 1s an obstacle in the de~
velopment of the workingclass
youth, Not an amorphous, loosely
federated, pacifist American
Youth Congress, but the program
of the united front of action
and the building of the Young
Workers League as the new revolu~
tionary youth league in the U.S,
is the way out for the American

 youth, W\/—,
Y.W.L

e
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TALKS PEACE

The annual report of the sec-
retagy of war to the President
of the US is not meant for the
workers and is not usually read
by them, Hence the reporter
speaks more freely about matters
close to his heart, The funda-
mental military problems of the
American war-makers must be dis-
cusged and solved, These devote
ed guardians of the interests of
the bankers find it necesscry to
get to the core of the matter.
This makes it possible for us to
discover what is usually kept a
dark secret - the altruistic re-
gard of the militarists fer our
American youth,

On Page 5 of the annual re-
Bort of 1935, Secretary of War

ern writes as follows about his
class problems: "It seems that
West Podnt cannpt supvply a suffi-
cient number of officers, Hence
to provide for an increase in
commissioned strength it will be
necessary to draw on young men
from alien life, Large numbers
of young college graduates who
had Reserve Officers Training
Corps training and who now hold
Regse?ve Commissions will be avail-
able for appointment to the regu-
lar army and will be excellent
officer materialv, . o

Such is the problem of the gov=-
ernment and the proposed solution,
To draw in youth men from alien
life, the military propagandists.
will refer to patriotism, publish
periodicals which have pictures

~of pretty girls and sporting uni~

forms, and appeal to the yearning
- for aéventure. In this way . the '

problem of the government will be

- solved only to create a problem
for the duped youth,
On pege 6: "In terms of real

wages, Army officers and enlisted

men are worse off today than they
were 3 years ago, I hope that as
soon as the.economic concitions
of the country warrent the added

expense, the Congress will g¢on-
sider an upward revision i% the
army pay schedules.," The under-
paid uniformed youth must wait
to raise what even the harad-

‘boiled imperialist considers low

wages, for impossible "economic"
conditions, "Meantime, however,
they must serve patrioticeslly,
sacrifice life and limb,

But on Page 14 the bourgeois~
ie is also called upon to serve

- patriotically, “While it is

highly important that war-profit
be kept within a reasonable lim-
it, this worthy undertaking must
not be allowed to assume any

form which by unfairness to any
element of our people and ddverse-

effects on the national morale,

would prevent attainment of the .
vital good of)groducing the neces-
sary war material', Unlike the
laborer and the soldier, the

-bourgeois need not serve unless
he is well-paid.

It is popularly believed that
the US is not militaristic, that
it does not prepare for war. The
army, it is assumed, is too small
for attack, People go so far as
to say that America is not even
ready for "defense', We have al-
ways insisted that this idea is
false, The Secretary of War

‘proves our point and demonstrates

that he knows his military busi-
ness, '

ngoldiers without officers' he
states, “are more useless than
officers without soldiers, for
trained officers can take men off
the street and.make soldiers of
them, while soldiers without offi-
cers are little better than a
mob, The success of an army de=

- pends on having an adeguate num-
- ber of trained officers,

~ This is the key to American mil-
itary problems., Thereforé&, the
ROTC, CMTC and other outfits for
corralling the youth play the
(continued on page 15)
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The train roared along thru
nigh¥,..We crouched with our

teeth chattering, lighting pa-

per matches to warm our fingers,

It wae a cold, raw Jonuary

night, Three of us, my buddy
Jim and I, and a kid who looked
to be scarcely sixteen, stood
shivering in the only empty
reefer on the freight, We had

started early that evening from

Fort wWorth, Texas, going west
to E1l Pago. All three of us
had hit upon the same reefer (a
small ice or gas compartment in
a Box-car), and had climbed in
by common consent., .

The kid 1it another match,,
ites flickering beam threw a
weird light over the tiny pitth-
dark room, I .looked at my two
companions,. Jim, with whom I
had teamed up in Missouri, and
the kid who had been thrown to-
gether with us for the night,
Both of them were typical pro-
ducts of the depression, home-
"less boys on the road - mail-
rosd bums, The kid wore a-grey
shirt, an indescribebly filthy
frayed and tattered sweater,

" two pa®rs of overalls and a

pair of sneakers with gaping
holes in the soles. Strips of
newspaper, cardboard, even a
atrip .of tin, lined the bottom
of his shoes, Jim was no bet~
ter « torn trousers stolen
from a clothesline, an old
Jjacket which had once been
blue but which now had no dis-
cernable color, a pieee of
string holding together the

- shirt collar to keep the wind

out, and a dirty sweaty cap
pulled down over one ear, I
wes the only one with an over- '
‘coas, threadbare as it was,
Their faces! Dirty, be-
grimed, unshaven, unkempt}
Their physical weariness and
hopelessness showed in their
in their sullen beaten
bearing, their sickening slop-
piness., And over &t all was the

T

= =mzs

-1

- ing to sleep,

E  B.Q.D.E

- deep roar of the engine, the

choking, blinding coal-dust,
the soot and the grime, the
chill bitter cold of the night,
If dver there was a lost
generation, this is it, Thous~
ands, and thousands upon thous-
ands, they stream through the
South, eway from the winter.
and the cold, wandering aim-
lessly from city to town and -
from town to city, begging for
a handout, a bite to eat, a
piece of clothing, They are
of all types and all ages, friom

- the 16«year o0ld boy with us te

the grey-haired old beggar I
came across a few days later
who sz1d he was seventy-two
years old, But the great ma-
Jority range from 18 to 25,
Relatively few are from the
big cities., Almost all hail
from the smaller towns, villa-
ges and farms, ‘

They start out looking for
work, full of hope and ambi-
tion and price in their adven-
ture, The Job remains un-
found but they are hungrg - so
they bum a meal, It is very
easy, simple, . lWork remains a
distant goal., They are ashamed
to go home empty-handed; they
drift gradually into begging
and bumming., The "junglesg"
are full of hundreds of boys
who show them the way, and by
their numbers and the fact
that they all do it, help them
to forget their pride and their
shame, And as they grow demor-
alized, by some sort of compen=-
sation they begin to take pride
in their exploits, to lie and
steal, even from one another...

veo It was cold-in the
reefer, There was no use try-
We would lie
down and doze for a few min-
utes, The cold would creep in,
There were no covers, Our toes
would go numb, After a time
the cold crept up and our

(continued on page 11)

LR ]

Page 1C




Page 11

Call To Action

»}

Vol 2, No

blood would chill, The sleeper
would shiver and groan in de-

pair, arise, and jump and stamp
to start the bloed circulating

again. But we dozed smanding,

sitting, in any positioN.....

The freight stopped, We had
reached a Jjunction town where
the train would stay for some
time changing engines and crews
and taking on new cars, We jump-
ed off and walked back and forth,
trying to get some heat into our
chilled bodies. Where to go? It
was four in the morning, Too
early to bum a meal, and if we
went into town some cop might
‘pull us in, We decided to go to
the "jungle", " :

We came upon it almost two
miles outside the city limits. A
" makeshift camp with a tiny fire
and a half-dozen figures slouch~
ed around it, Someone stirred
the coals and we huddled c¢lose
to the heat, gratefully drinking
it in, No one spoke, There was
nothing to S8¥eeees

esese WO days later Jim and
I got separated while bumming our
meals, We had divided up the
street, he to take the odd side
and I the even., (We worked well
together and knew almost by in-
stinct which houses to bum, A
wealthy=-looking place we general=-
ly passed by ~ only the poor will
feed the poor)., While I stood
knocking a2t a door I saw him a-
cross the street, also knocking,
Then the door before me opened
end I was saylng, "Excuse me,
ma'am, could pou spere ~° a bite
to eat, I haven't eaten since’
yesterday." I was invited in,
When I came out I went over osk-~
ing for Jim, but he had left
some time ago., I never saw him
agein. '

* * *
eesssThe '"manifest" (ex-
press freight) was pulling out of
the towvn of Toyah, As she picked

up speed, the road suddenly

! swarmed with hoboes running out

from behind bushes and trees to
catch the train, The word had
gone around that Texas Slim, the
Toyah '"bull" (railroad detective
and ‘watchman), was tough on the
bums., So about twenty-five of
us had c¢ircled the town and now

were catching the freight as she

pulled out the other end, It was
a glorious sunny afternoon, Even
in early February the Texas sun
beat down warmly., We stood on
top of box cars and clung to
oil-tankers, basking in the
warmth and the breeze. We were
in the midst of the desert - the
tracks stretched out undndingly
into the distance, On either
side were great arid reaches of
land as far as the eye could
see, The dry air reflected the

-sun in a myriad of brilliant
.rainbow colors,

We laughed and
sang and told jokes,

Suddenly we looked up. Tex~
as Slim had fodled us after all,
He hed hidden in the engine and
now was coming down the tops of
the boxcars with a pistol in his
hand and & leer on his face,
driving everybody before him,
The train sped along., To jump
meant certain injury, perhaps
worse, We were trapped, Having
rounded us all up he waved to
the engineer and the train stop-
ped. We were ordered off, Then
the train started, He stood
watching, gun in hand, No one
moved, It went faster,..And was
gone, We were left stranded in
the dewert, Tt was thirty-one
miles back to Toyah; forty miles

ghead to the next town, ' It was

midafternoon. To hike the thirty-
one miles back to Toyah meant a-
nother poseible encounter with
Texas Slim. We began to trudge
forward along the railroad ties.,
There was no water and no food...
The sun beat AOWNessaose

(to be continued in next issue)
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NEW YORK MAY

DAY

On April 3 the May Dey Confer-
epe&;ﬁallsd by the Stalinists, 8o~
~cielists and by the trade unions
was held et the Hotel Delano, About
600 delegates ond § to 600 visitors
and observers attended, Both the
Young Workers League acnd the Revo-
lutionary Workers League sent dele~
gates,

An outstanding characteristic
of the conference was its narrow -
tracde union bese and the¢ overwhelm-
ing predominance of the Stalinist
cultural end fraternal orgzaniza m
tions, Thus the.International.
Workers Order was represented by
300 delegates for 1850 branches,
while 18 AFofL locals had 20 dele~
gates, The organized labor movement
- the International Ladies Garment
Workers, Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers, Bullding Trades, etc, are with
the 0ld Guard Socislists organizing
an independent May Day celebration
in the Polo Grounds, :

The conference was well-oiled,
Everything ran with machinelike ef-
ficiency and a beautiful "unanim-
ity", Murray Barron of the Social-
ist Party was ™™nanimously" elect-
ed chairmen., All the committees
were 'unanimously'" elected, with
Stalinists and Socialists equally
represented, The Continuations
Committee is headed by Thomas .(So-
cialist) chairmen, and Louis Wein-
stock (Stalinist) secretary,

The conference became a plat-
form for organic unity, Altman,
speaking for the SPand giving the
Stalinist line, and Amter, for the
Communist Party, each gave a fine
illustration of a mutual admira-
tion society in full swing. The
Iovestoneites were in excellent
shape with Wolfe acting as mar-
riage broker, They succeeded in
reducing the whole conference to a
trade union level,

The speeches, arrangements,
and the organization of the con-
ference all proceeded from this
level - class conscious trade-un-~
ionism, Even the attempt to um-

CONFELRENCE

ite the demonstration with the
Polo Ground meeting of the 014
Guard wes marked by s sicken~

ing readiness on the part of both
Socielist and Stalinist to crawl
before the 0ld Guard., It is an
open -question whether the Stalin-
ist~Socialist Fifth Aveiue march

Jwill go through at all, whether

it will not be abandoned altoge-
ther for a "united" celebration
with the 014 Guard at the expense
of all pretense of militancy.

Althéugh the conference hes
not yet officially adopted a man-
ifestoy its line is clear for a
united front May Day on a false
and reformist basis, supporting
the Stalinist sotial-patriotic
stand on war, the Peoples Front,
a Farmer-Labor Party, etc,

The YWL, which together with

" the RWL sent delegates to the

conference because it stands for
a fighting united May Day cele-
bration, raises the warning sig-
nal right now: The program which
Stalinists and Socialists are ,
preparing for this May Day flies
in the face of all the revolu~
tionary traditions that this day
stands for, Instead of a May Day
celebration it may turn out to

be a complete capitulation. Our

forces, who have not yet been

seated at the conference, will

continue to fight for a class-

struggle, militant celebration

of this 5th anniversary of In-

ternational
ok
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THINGS

Die ment Conference Eyplalned
zg Bimple Te Terms '

‘M"This intefnational busxness
',is pretty complicated, so today we
will have a little les,on in how
 disarmament conferences work, ex-
plained so that even a child could
misunderstand it, Let us say you
and I are slightly at loggerheads.
I own a pillow which I might
throw at you some deay, and you
~have a box of matches with which
you might a+tanpt to burn down my
hpuse , :
: So," in order to get along bet~
ter with each other, we get up a
disarmament conference, This means
that you insist on having a pillow
- too, and I, to protect ny “lghts, _
- hold out for & box of matches, Both
~of these are duly acquired, and we
- are now on our way to disarmament,
I now call to your attention that
you also possess a carvzng knife,
‘which is undoubtedly a dangerous
weapon, &nd yéu retaliate by point-
ing eut that I have an ax with
which I mlght wreak havoc, This
. makes for a fine peaceful feeling
_between each other, and I immed~-.
“lately get myself & carving knife
vhile you are acquiring an ax,

Things are progressing in the
best approved international style
now, and I point out that since
your weapons neutralize mine, I
owe it to mgself to get hold of a
revolver quick like a wéasel,
This is fair enough, and you also
get hold of & revolver g.l.&.w.
at the same time acquiring a very
nice sword., Naturally, I get a
swordy and also a submachine gun,
in a frantic attempt to disarm as
fast as you.

Good will is now approaching -
its acme, and you promptly get a
better submachine gun, and also a
small cannon, with which you
could blow my roof off if you so
chose, I accordingly get a small
cannon also, and at the same time
I order several cylinders of the
duckiest poison gas you ever saw,
This will turn you and your chile-

dren purple, and shrivel you up

 1ike a last year's turnip. You

thereupon geét some gas which will
cause ;y ar#s, legs and head to
fall off, and acquire a bombing
plane. well, of course, I get a
plane alsoy and we are now so
beautifully'disarmed that a war

- between us im unthinkable, A few
‘days later we succeed in destroy-

ing eack other, but, that, I am
sure, is just an accident,”

(reprinted from Sat. Eve Post)

*

oo ™0 WPA workers robbed gf
pay checks in City Hall of Reeords,
Mayor and &0 police rush to guard
records¥,,....After all, you can
alweys get more WPA workers. But
Ridder's going to get pretty mad
with all these gangsters muscllng
in on his field.

«.s.oMexicen Stalinists have been
playing Cardenas up as God's gift
to Marxistse.....In a speech at
Monterey, Cardenas stated: "After
investigation, I have not been a-
ble to find any signs of Commun-
ist activity in Mexico".....Bet-
ter to have them against you than
with you, maybe,

«+sssHelen Boswell, Republican

" leader, urges women to make come~

ing election a campaign of ideals
veessNone of this damn hunger
stuff around here, you, we got
ideals now,

veeee'US Trade Pect Opposed; But
Nicarauguan Congressmen Are EXe
pected to Pass Treaty" - Headline
in N.¥, TimeS.....Now, how does
the times manage to figure these
things out?®

eeessMussolini Fiddles in Rome

to the Delight of Fascistieiess
While Britain fiddles around fbr
a bloc with Hitler,
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THE STUDENT STRTIKE
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"The Association of the Vet~ Ithey take an active part in the
erans of Future Wars" is sweeping |class struggle. Any organization
the campuses . The students are which attempts to lead them must
preparing now for what they know |point this out to them. Any org-
is inevitable - another world anization which claims to solve
slaughter, They are expressing their problems must show them
themselves badly, their gspirit ig jthat their interests lie with the
being diverted into ineffectual = Morking class, that the only way
end harmful channels,  But the = put is joint struggle with the
will to fight is there, revolutionary Marxists for a bet--
- |ter society., The question of war

The student strike which is lis a part of this question., WVar
scheduled for April 22 shows that, jis a product of capitalism, Stu-
It shows also, that in one sense dents cannot gvert war, nor can
at least they have learned since {student demonstrations, Only the
last year ~ more are going to action of the workingclass led by
participate. But in another, lar-|the revolutionary Merxist party
ger sense this yeer is a decided |[can put an end to war and the

step backward, April 12, 1935 system which breeds it., This les~
the students had the conception son must be repeated over and over

of a strike as a militant protest jagain, . .
egainst imperialist war, The i :

program and slogans were not en=- ! This is what we have to say
tirely correect - the sirike did ‘to the students, We have to once

not have workingclass leadershipj [and for all dispel the illusion

but the policy was not one of - |ereated by the social-pacifists
catering to the administration, é&nd’ social-patriots that peace€ .
of outright capitulation to it, assemblies are going to accomp-

lish this end. or even do anything

The American Student Union to further it., A militant stud-
which is attempting to lead the ent demonstration under working- o
movement this year comes out class leadership cannot do this
flat¥y for "Peace", It has made |either, But it does solidify
every effort to take the spirit the studentg with the working-
and heart out of the student class, it. does educate them as 1o
movement, It is openly collabor- |their role in society and the re-
ating with the school authopit- lationship in which they stand to
ies, It is teaching the stud- the proletariat, It is the duty
ents that they and the heads of of the revolutionists, here, to
their 'school have a common Tight. | point out the only way to fight
It is blurring over all class imperialist war and to put an end
lines, - to it ~ thru turning it into civ-

' il war and the establishment of

“The students are not one ho- | the'dictatorship of the proletar-
mogenoug group. They have differ- iat,
ent backgrounds, some coming friom

the proletariat, some from the The only orgapization ful-
petty-bourgeoisie, The struggle f£i1ling this task is the YOUNG
for immediate demands is not a WORKERS LEAGUE, Our members every-
really vital questiom to them, where are raising the voice of re=~
What concerns the great mass is volutionary Marxism against the

how they are going to live, what | bitter opposition of the ASU gn@
they are going to do, when they all the church groups and pacifist
get out of school., 1In other organizations which it has in tow,
words, it is inevitable that (continued on page 15)
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STUDZNT STRIKE (cont) "OUR - COUNTRY"AND PEACE
(cont, from P,9)
In Jefferson High School, New York
comrades were thrown out of an ASU| most important part in American
meeting, expelled from.the organ~ | military plans, For this reason,
ization” for daring to call for a the secretary calls for an in-
student strike instead of a peace ! crease in CMTC, ROTC and National
assembly ‘addressed by the princi» Guard appropriations -~ with em-
pel. By this act alone the.ASU - phasis on the young officers, This
~has placed itself on the side of - .| cook is preparing a peppery dish
the powers that be, It is not e- | for the youth,
nough that its poliey has long a~. In the light of these facts,
g0 placed it there, in actual and many more, one can almost see
practice it forms a united. front the agents of the boss class
to stifle revolutionary’ working- laughing as they sign so~-called

class elements. .navy limitation treaties and
- } . t shout about their peaceful inten-
A1l the more imperative now tions, But for the Young workers.
is 'the task 'of the YWL to bring this is not a laughing matter.
its program to the.students, to The guns and airplanes that are

lead them in their struggles., We | being made by the thousands, and
say, "Support the April 22 strike | of which Mr Dern talks so glowing=

but around the slegan, ‘Against ly in his report, can mean death
imperlallst war', under the work- to millions, ‘But they can also
- ingclass leadership, no compro- mean death to the oppressors, to -
mise with the agents of canital- the bosses to this whole system
1°m'" ! which breeds war, if the young
= T memees em— === workers will only ftearn to use
NATIONAL TOUR - those guns and in whlch direction
(cont from P6) , to shoot,

- In all of these sections the [
Socialist and Communist Parties
are, however, well known but com=
pletely discredited by their past
and present policies and tactics,

- More than anything els€, a
trip through the country brings
the realization that the U,S, is
a virgin field, whose surface
even has scarcely been touched by !
the radical partieg of the past, ;’dif
Once we leave New York City the X
field is clear for an active, //

militant Marxist force to make
giant headway almost overnight, [
The decision of the Revolutionary ! ,ﬁ
Workers League and the Young Wdrk~ \ttzgﬂ
ers League to transfer their na-
tional offices to Chicago and
make their first concentration ./
point the Great Lakes area lays
~the basis for really creating

the new revolutionary party of

the American workingclass and its |
youth section, the YOUNG “ORKERS |

LAAGU“,

\
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RED

Ptcture making, from the days
of the first pin-hole camera, has
become a tremendous industry and
a recognized art, On the industri-~
-al front, photography hag become a
national industry valued in mil~
lions of dollars., Tremendous cor-
porations have grown up on the bag-
is of little bits of sensitized
celluloid and chemicals, Eastman-
Kodak, Agfa-Ansco (& German-direc=
ted corporation), and many others
are examples of such corporations,
Rochesgter, Binghampton and many
cities = -exdist almost exclusive-
ly on the basis of photography,
Hollywood is built on motion pic~-
ture photography. Then too, there

are the various offshoots of pho~ -

tography, the New York Daily News,
for instance, and omr thousand and
one motion picture houses,

‘On the art front, photography
has become as much a recognized
branch of cultural development as
painting or etching, Whole art ex-
hibits have been given over to pho-
tography, It has its masters, much
as Rembrandt or Titian were recog-
nized masters in another field of
art,

Perhaps the most interésting .

type of photography is newspaper
photography, Newspaper photogra-
phers go thru almost unbelievable
difficulties to get their pte-
tures, These men have literally
taken their lives in their hands
to "get that picture", A fire, a
flood, a war,,.everybody wants to
see pictures of them, It is the
newspaper photogrepher's job to
get them, and get them he does,

It seems to e that for the.
revolutionist, it is this type of
photography that must be accented,
Portraits and artistic photos are
all very nice; but it is diffi=-
cult for s to use them in our
daily work, Perhaps in the day

PHO’TOGRAI:
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{ trate on,

of the American Soviet we will de-
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velop our communist artists, and
among these will be the photogra-
phers, But in the period of

| struggle in which we are now en-

gaged, it is this type of news
photography that we must concen~
When we have a social
we give a skit, It is not just
any old skit, It is a skit with &
story, and it must be, because we

.must devote e¥ery effort to get~

ting our story across...the story
of .the class struggle. Whhn we go
on a hike, we go there to enjoy
ourselvesi but while we are there
we use this hike to further our
cause, . And in photography, we
must uge this method of getting
our story across, We must have
pictures for the FIGHTING WORKER

‘and for the CALL TO ACTION when

it gets to be a full-sized sheet,
pictures that tell the story of
the class struggle: a picket, a
strike-line, a demonstration, an
attack by the police and so

forth, And, too, "human interest®
pictures, the unemployed worker
examining his torn shoes, the hun-
gry mother, the emaciated babe,
the homeless boy on a park bench,
the desgpised street girl, A thou-
sand and one such subjects spring
to mind, We try to bring them

to the attention of the workers

. by mouth, but the visualization

is a thousand times more effect~
ive, We can use these pictures
in our organs, enlargements in
our halls and meeting places, a
thoysand and one uses, This is
Red Photography.

Like everything else, when’
we speak of Red Photography, we
must speak practicelly. What to

‘do to further this ides? Well

let's find out what kind of e~
quipment we need, There are many
kinds of camera, There is the mo-
tion picture camera, effective
but expensive, There are the
high-priced, big-lensed cameras,
(continued on page 18)
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THE STRIKE IN JEFFIRSON HIGH

As April 22 approaches, the
question of what to do on this day
is growing clearer in the mind of
the Jefferson student, The Y.W.L.
on the Jefferson campus has con-
tinually issued leaflets calling
the students out on strike at 11
AM on April 22 and warning them - .
not to follow the leadership of the
American Student Union, The ASU
is going to hold a 'peace assembly"

-on April 22 in collgboration with
the school authorities, .

. In answer to the ‘cell of the
YWL the ASU has threatened to ex-

- pel any of its members who go out

on strike and has attacked repre-
sentatives of the YWL who attended
ASU meetings to present their
point of view on the strike, ‘

- At first when the YWL iscued
the strike call the YPSL wasn't de-
cided on what action to take, Sea-
ing that the wtudent sentiment was
growing strong for the YWL, it de~
cided to call for the ‘strike, But .
the YPSL soon changed its attitude
when the YCL approached its lead-
ership with the proposal for a
walkout in the middle of the as~
S'::mbly. . .

Then the YCL changed its line
again and decided not to walk out
at ell, because the YWL had expos=
- ed this move to the students, as
well as the faet that the ASU was
controlled by the YCL, This left
the YP3SL still undecided. Its cep-
itulation to the ASU is practical-
1y certain, ' -

At 2 conference ‘'on April 4 of
Brookli¥mn schools and colleges held
under- ASU suspices the featured
sperker wos none other than Dr E-

+ lics Lieberman, principal of Jef=-
ferson High School and inveterate
enemy of the strike, He was round-
ly eapplauded by the liberals and
YCLers., The sole opposition voice
was that of the YWL spokesman who

took the Tloor and called for strike

The position of the YWL is to
hold an independent militant stud-
ent strike against imperialist war

and to condemn so-called 'peace as-
gsemblies™ together with the authori- .

ties,

‘|Fascist regime.

jare being imposed,

tstand,

REVIEW OF "BITTER STREAM"

1 o e et

After a few months of relat~
ive inactivity, the Theater Union
has returned to the stage of the
Civic Repertory in a vehicle which
bristles with fighting condemna-

“{tion of the Italian Fascist re-~

gime, This latest play is based
on that hit-novel by Ignazio Sil-
one, '"Fontamara", aridving on the
stage under the name of '"Bitter
Stream' :
The setting is a village in
Italy, in the first decade of the
The farmers who
eked out a miserable existence un-~
der ordinary conditions are ..
threatened with complete starva-
tion, The stream which runs thru
Fontamara is to: be diverted to

“trun thru the rich promoter's land,

The villagers know only very vag-

“juely of the Fascist regime, To

them the govaernment seems to be a-
bout the same, It differs only

to the extent that heavier taxes
But when, up-
on going to the Mayor in Fucino

(the former People's friend) to
protest, theéy are ordered to take

" Ipart in the general demonstration
{of greeting to Mussolini who is

passing thru, and then return

home empty-handed, When they sec
that despite the Mayor's assurance
that the stream would go to those

{"who could mske the best use of

it", the stream is actually being
diverted, they begin to under-

The slaughter of farmers
in the neighboring village who at-

| tempted to protest ulso brings

the lesson home vividly. The bou-
tality of the Fascist regime, the
disregard of the feelings, the
needs of the peasants, the manner
in which they are addressed or
herded back and'forth - all ‘these
are powerfully portrayed in the
various scenes,

The book much more success-
fully portrays this liittle group
of peasants who heroically held
out against the Fascists. The ple;
nevertheless is quite effective,
The acting in spots im good, But

(continued on page 18)
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(continued from page 16)

very nice but far beyond the reach
of the workers' pocket, On the oth~

-er hand there are the small cameras
that sell for a dollar, and are
little more than a device to ek=
tract that same dollar from the
worker'’s pocket,

For the individual who on his
day off wants to roam about and see
what he can do in the way of photo-
graphy, I can suggest only the usu-
ad "Brownie" cemera,: It isn't much
of a camera, and it only works in
good light, but if the light is
- good, the hand steady and the mind
wiltling, it gets the picture,

| For the organization, the best
camera I think would be the reflex
type. These are expznsive camerasj
they run anywhere from $25 upwards,
But by pooling resources the local
organization should be able to get
one and set up a "staff" photogra-
pher, The reflex camera is of the
type that has a hood, shielding a
bit of ground glass from the light.
On this ground glass one sees the
picture as it is to be taken, One
determines whether or mot it is "in
focus'", whether or not it really is
as interesting as it might be, and

all things being well, one "shoots",

Varieties (cheap ones, comparitive-
ly) of this type of camera are the
Kawee Reflex Box, the Foth-Flex,
the Rolleicord, etc, Respectively,
these three cost in the neighbor-
hood of $24, $38 and #50, It's a
lot of money, but you get a camera
that can always be relied on, even
under the most adverse conditions,

Having set up a "staff" photo-
grapher the organization will not
be satisfied. Next, the group that
has charge of the camera will want
to start doing their own work, de-
veloping, printing, etc, VWhy go to
a store and pay fifty cents to have
eight pictures developed when you
can do the same thing your'self, with
1little practice, as well as the

store and better? So the next
thing will be a da®k room, And
then you will want to start decor-
ating your halls, and this will
mean enlargements of your pictures.
Here again, why go to a store and
pay half a dollar for an enlarge-
ment when you can do it yourself
for a few cents? There will, of
course, be an initial outlay. But
again, by pooling resources, it
iwill be possible to get the necess-
ary equipment, The best and cheap-
est equipment for this purpose, to

~imy knowledge, it the Eastman home

enlarger, costing approximately
fifteen dollars, VWhen you've got-
ten this, you're all set...a Red
photogrephy unit has been estab-~
lished, and the Fighting Worker and
CALL T0 ACTION start to get work-
ingclass pictures on the front
page, Your halls become centers
of visual instruction and propagan-
da and the workingclass has scored
another advance in the cultural
field.

, We suggest that you comrades
and sympathizers that are interest-
ed in this idea get in touch with
us at the New York City headquar~
ters, at 28 Fast 14 th Street, For
the New Yorkers, we can offer a
certain amount of good equipment,
For the out-of-towners we can of=~
fer advice and assistance, Let's
try &o get together, and put this
visual propaganda, this '"Red Pho-
tography', over with a bang,

* ok * *

REVIEW OF "BITTER STREAMT
the play is much too obvious: in
its propaganda efforts, In the fi.
nal scene the actors all but out-
rightly call for a Farmer-Labor
Party, = .

Despite all its faults this
pday must nevertheless be applaud-
ed for its value in exposing the
fascism behind the scenes, Some
more of similar and more effectiv:

plays are what is needed
* * * *
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WE WENT HIEKING

(Bditors Nota:~— It saoms that our
Now York comradss tock the bit in
thoir tooth last Sundey, April 5,
and organizad thoir first hiko of
the scéson. It was at the sama
tind the vory first hiks d»f the
YWL, Despitc tho raw, wintry woe-
thor and threatoning rain all day,
tho ovent provod se spirited and
anthusiastic that thoso conradss
have written in describing ths hike.
We publish balow one of thaesd lotw-
torad:

Daar comrade Editors

In yasars to come, whan the stato
is withoring away, iittlsé children
will hoar the story of the pilgrim-
age of tho Young Workers Laagus to
Huntoers Island. No, dcar chilaron
it was not a utopian socialist
colonization vinturz., It was somd-
thing nuch mors significant in the
history of 8ocialism; Th2 YWL
want on its first hikea,

The woathoar throateonsd, A bit-
tor wind amoto tho facses Rain
clouds atormad across tho sky. But
liks young soldirass of Comrunism
w3 marchad forward undauntad, with
datorwnination and audacity, with .
our bannar high, We prociaimed tha
Huntsr Island Soviotl! . o

Like Alpinists we scaled walls,
tramped through wet sand and sogiy
swamp, and climbed breathlessly
around wire fences, %That hung pre-
cariously over the bay. We dis-
covered a summer-houge, ate our lun-
ches, played Association, Cat !n!'
Mouse, and Chiness Tag. We sang,
we wrestled, we danced.

And then in the evening - &
house social, with franks and Yid~
dish rye (some imaginative comrades
thought it was tea).

Little children, next morning we
had Charley Horse, But let us mer-
cifully draw the surtain over that
‘next day.

The YWL will go on better hikes,
- and biggzer onéds. But never will we
forget this first one and the neu-
ory we planted thers - "Young Sol-
diers of Communism, Onwarle'Y G

] income!

Pago |®&

CHILD LABOR AND THE
" ALBANY HEARINGS

%

; -

!In vain doss the bourgeoiaie.at-

| tempt to zloss over the faet that
children, barely out of infancy,
tare forced $0 do work which stunts
their whole lives, both mentally
and physically. Since the intro-
duction of labor-saving machinery
the capitalists in their etermal
drive to lower costs have herded
the children of the poer into
shop and field. 1Instead of in'«~
creasing the fanilies! incomes
child labor enabled the capitalist

i to lowsr ths wages of adult labor,

for now the farily's support did
not dspond solely on the adult
wworker, To poverty was addsd the
disruption of the formative ysars
for millions of childrem.s -

Wa have witnessed at Albany

{ hsarings on tha proposed Child La-

‘bor Amendmont, & deobate betwesn
'3 sots of "humanitariana";, One
set was raprssented by Mayor le -~
Guargdia who accomplished the unae-
oomplighabla, Ho made state logise
lators wesp by his word-picturo
of childran at work in the factory
hell, This said LaGuardia has, by
hook or by ¢rook -~ witness the
dlevator strike - dona all in his
fowar to pravent improvemants in
abor condiitions, His tear-jorking
against child-labor is thorsfore
80 much hypocricy.

Tho rost slsgant raprasantativs
of tha opposing hum=~nitarian cli~
qua was Judge Tallsy, dolegats
froz a Catholic organization,
Talloy couragsously dafondsd libw.
orty from all assaults. Imagine
dspriving ths 1ittl3 citizons fron
fresdom to bo oxploitad by bloated
plutocrats, Think of tho family
Nicholas Murray Butler,
another of this faction, is oppos-
od to a new 18th adendment. These
peopls make a business of humani.
tarianism. They carefully forget
that child.labor actually lowers
incomes and that without child law
bor competition adult workers
could command higher wages.

We nust answer with the force

of the entiré& labor rovement,
(continued on page 20)
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REVOLUTIONARIES PERSECUTED IN GERMANY

Two years ago, on February 26,
two German Young Socialists, Franz
Bobzien and RKurt Lieberman, dele-
gates to an international confer~
ence of independent Communist and
Socialist youth, were arrested by
the Dutch authorities and turned
~over to the Gernan secret politi-
cal police who took them back to
Gernany. The "democratic" govern-
ment of Holland showsd its true
color by throwing into the clutch-
es of Hitler two young workers
whose sele offense -~ which is not
supposed to be one in a "democrat-
ic" country - was their participa-
tion in a conference. Comrades
Lieberman and Bobzien were senten
ced to six and four years respect.
jvely, and they are now in jail

for the "crime" of being Socialists,
The arrest of these two comrades

by a so~called denocratic govern-
wént serves to renind us that all
bourgeois governmsnts, "liberal®
and conservative alike, are hosw
tide to the workingclass. It ser-
ves to renind us that the demg-
cratic governnent of the United
8tates is first of all a bosses!
governnent, and that it is not our
Job to "reform" it with a Labor
Party, but to build a revolution~
ary party and overthrow it.
Comrades Bobzien and Lieborman
ars sharing the fate of thousands
of workingclass political prison-
ers in Hitler Germany, youth and

adult, The strugzle for thoir lib-

aration is one of the prinary
tasks of all revolutionisits.

Tho fact that conrados Bobzien
and Lisberman wers pariicipating
in a conference to build the naw
youth international has made tho
bursaucracies of the two existing

youth internationals undesirous of

fighting for their releast., The
strugzle for ths rslease of thesa
LW O ciﬁssmwar prisonars and of
“thousands of othsrs im inssparab.-
lyvound up with the building of
the YOUNG "ORKERS LEAGUE of the
Unitod States, and the foundation

of a new rdvolutionary vouth intor-

national,

throw of capitalism.
" pe *

* %

™ W3 have received a letter from
the International Buro of Revolu~
tionary Youth Organizations (Oslo-
Stockholm Buroe) asking us to pro-
test the gailing of Comrades Bob~
zien and Lieberran, The National
Executive Comnittee replisd, ex—
pressing our aolidarity with the
victims of the Hitler Terror, but
pointing out the futility of
writing to Hitler, as proposed by
the Buro, and proposing instead
mass pressurd, including a cam-
paign for the right of asylum of
all workingclass political prison-
ors. The National Exacutive Com—
wittoe further pointed out that

, our protest carpaigzn nust bo a

s8tep in a larger stratsgy of agi-

tating and organizing the working-
class youth for tho broad aims of

overthrowing the Hitlor rsgime

and astablishing a Communist Ber-

many.

On May 1 and May 30, whan we
fight for the fresdom of those
who 1ike Tom Moonsy, the McNam—
aras and Schmidt, Norman Mini and
countless others ars in Yankeos
Jails for thair devotion to thoir
class, wo domand also ths libkora-
tion of our class brothors thru-
out the world, who by ths thous~
ands are paving ths ponalty for
ths ono crim> The bossss nsvor
forgivs ~ loyalty to ths working- -
class, '

Ths YOUNG WORKERS LEAGUE will
do all in its power to organizs a
broad movimant in dafonse of com-
radas Bobzien and Lisbarman and
8ll class war prisoners, Wo sand
this pladgoe to all those who are
today languishing in tho capital-
ist dungoons, Only this militant
masg novornant ¢an wrost our come
radss from thy murdarous hands of
Hit]-&r.‘ *» ® i

CHILD LABOR (cont.)

Wo must set all the mass org-
rganizations of the workingclass
of the workingclass into motion a-—
gainst child labor. At the same
time we must strugsle for improve-
ment in the adult living stand-
ards, The opposition of the bour-
gobvisie can be met only by our mass
action dirscted toward the over—
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