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BY THE EDITOP

The year 1970 marks the begin-
ning of the decade of revolutionary
struggle by the working class inter-
nationally; it marks the opening of
a decade of the struggle by the work-
ing class to take state power under
the leadership of the Trotskyist
movement.

The 1960’s brought forward the
decline of capitalism internationally
with the ending of the postwar boom.
The deepening crisis of world im-
perialism has forced the capitalists
to take on the working class, break-
ing down all the old relationships
of class cooperation peossible during
the boom, and pitting the working
class in direct struggle with the
capitalist governments. The crisis
of world imperialism has penetrated
into the Soviet countries as the
Stalinist bureaucracy seeks to pre-
serve its collaboration withimperial-
ism at the expense of the working
class and the gains of the October
Revolution.

The single most important deve-
lopment in this decade has bean th>
movement of the working class into
battle against a decaying world
capitalist system and in opposition
to its traditional Stalinist and re-
formist leaderships. The French
General Strike in May-June 1968,
the resistance of the Czech working
ciass to the Soviet invasion and the
struggles of the Vietnamese workers
and peasants have opened up the
era of political and social revolution.
The year 1970 was ushered in on the
heels of a year of class battles
from England to Argentina culmin-
ating in the massive strike wave
which swept Italy, bringing out more
than twenty million workers,

OFFENSIVE
In the U,S. the last part of 1969
saw the mobilization of thousands
of youth and trade unionists in
' Washington and San Franciscoagainst
the war. At the same time the
G.E. workers shut down the opera-

tions of one of the biggest giants
of American capitalism in defiance
of not only the employers but the
Nixon government and its recession-
ary policies. This growing confron-
tation within the U.S. is a reflection
of the offensive of the working class
internationally.

This deepening political and
economic crisis has created deep in-
stability within the capitalist ruling
circles as they seek a solution to
save their system. The movement of
thhe working class beyond its tradi-
tional methods of struggle is simi-
larly ripping apart the revisionist
md>vement as it becomes less and
less possible to limit the struggles
to reformism. These tendencies seek
to find a middle road between capital-
ism and the struggle for socialist
revolution, in the attempt to avoid
the independent mobilization of the
working class for power.

The Communist Farty in the U.S.
seeks to impose on the working class
the perspective of the Fopular Front
which led the working class to bloody
defeat in the 1930’s.

The Progressive Labor Party
attempts to give a left cover to its
version of the Popular Front in the
form of the Worker-Student Alliance,
the perspective of which is to tie

EDITORIAL

Year of Lenin
and Trotsky

the working class to the middle class
and to reformism and to actually
form an alliance with the bourgeoisie.

The most criminal role of all is
being played by the Socialist Workers
Party and the Young Socialist Alliance
which claims to speak for Trotsky-
ism but has betrayed every tenet of
Trotskyism. It has entered into an
unprincipled alliance with the CP
and a section of the ruling class in
its loudly proclaimed ‘‘anti-war
movement.’’

At the YSA’s recent convention in
Minneapolis what was completely
missing was the perspective of the
working class., The YSA put forward
a program for the 1970’s based on
Third World Struggles, Women’s

Liberation Movement and—the —Anti=—""Tevolution, the implementation of the

War Movement. The working class
was viewed merely as something
to add ¢‘social weight’’ to the struggles
of the middle class. The YSA was
even forced to throw off its left cover
whien it called off its planned march
to commemorate the struggles of
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the American working class
Trotskyist leadership at the Battie
of Deputies Run.

The point is that the decade of the
1970’s is the decade of Deputies Run,
of the fight by the working class
under the leadership of the Trotskyist

movement. This is the period of the
Transitional Program and the forma-
tion of mass Trotskyist parties to
carry forward the fruition of this
program, This is the meaning of the
publication of the first Trotskyist
daily paper by the Socialist Labour
League, the British section of the
International Committee of the Fourth
International. We say that 1970 marks
the year of Lenin and Trotsky, the
year of the advent of the socialist

strategy developed by the Third In-
ternational in its Leninist period
and carried forward by Trotsky.

INTERNATIONAL

The central question posed to the
working class in this period is the
question of leadership, of the con-
struction of an International capable
of leading this struggle to victory.
The International Committee of the
Fourth International goes forward
in this task. This is the meaning
of its call for the Fourth Congress.

The Workers League says that the
central task of the American working
class in this struggle is the fight
in 1970 for the construction of a
labor party. It is through this
struggle that the American working
class will join its brothers in Eu-
rope and the colonial countries in
the fight for socialism. This struggle
is an urgent one because it is in the
next decade that the question of
socialism or barbarism will be posed.

BY DAN FRIED

As reported in the Bulletin of
Nov. 10, 1969, we went over the
top in the first stage of the Weekly
Bulletin Fund Drive, receiving a
total of $7,294.02 on ‘our goal of
$7000 by Nov. lst.

We also announced that it was
necessary to extend the fund drive
until Jan. 3lst, raising the goal to
$10,000. This was in order to com-
plete the installation of new modern
and efficient photocomposition equip-
ment,

Together with improving the ap-
pearance and the production of the
weekly Bulletin, the fund drive is
enabling us to develop the Bulletin
on a solid foundation as the only
Trotskyist weekly in the United
States. In 1970--the year of Lenin
and Trotsky-- the Bulletin will be-
come a decisive instrument in the
building of a revolutionary working
ciass party, carrying forward both
the theory and the practice of Lenin
and Trotsky in today’s struggles.
This is why the Workers League is
holding an Fastern Regional Educat-
ional Conference in New York City,
Jan 2-4, 1970.

In 1970--the year of Lenin and
Trotsky--the Bulletin wil) pose more

sharply than ever before the op-
portunity and urgency of building the
international Trotskyist movement.
In this issue of the Bulletin, we print
the call from the International

Committee of the Fourth Inter-

national, ‘‘Erepare the Fourth Con-
gress of the International Trotskyist
Movement.”’ As we announced last

BY A FOREIGN COkRESPONDENT
It now seems possible that the

arrest of the anarchist Fietro Val-
preda for complicity in the Milan
bom» explosion which killed 14 on
December i2 is part of a frame-up.

According to his aunt, Valpreda
was in ed with influenza at her
Milan home at the time when he
is alleged to have planted the bomb.

Mystery also surrounds the death
of another anarchist aliegedily impli-
cated in the Somb piot, who fell from
the fourth floor of the Milan police

headquarters whiie ‘Teing inter-
rogated.

Folice have denied legu! rights
to the accused gznd their ‘awyers

have lodged & protest against their
treatment by the poiice after arrest.
Use of third-degree methods dy the

STRUGGLE FOR $10,000 BULLETIN FUND MOVES FORWARD

week, on Jan. 26th, the Bulletin will
begin publication of a series of five
articles, ‘‘Documents of the Soviet
Opposition.”’

The development and the plans for
the weekly Bulletin are dependent
on the success of the Fund Jrive.
Since Nov. lst, we have gotten another
$1,176.42 in contributions, making a

ITALIAN ANARCHIST , VALPREDA , HELD IN FRAME-UP

police is common in such cases.

The political tension which pre-
vails in Italy at the moment en-
courages the police to resort to
such measures. '

The attempt to discredit the left
is part of a deliberate plan to sow
confusion in the working ciass and
to break up the magnificent solidar-
ity it has shown in recent weeks,

The real plotters are in big busi-
ness and right-wing circles where
moves are nHeing prepared to estabd-
lish some form of dictatorship, pro-
hably hased on the army.

The dangers are rendered still
more acute 1y the treacherous policy
of the Italian Communist Farty.

Instead of giving a fighting lead
to the working class, it prepares
to find its wav into & coalition with

total of $8,470.44. Far from resting
on our laurels, we realize that the
big fight to go WAY OVER THE TOF
on our $10,000 goal is still ahead.
Once again we ask each and every
reader to help us toward this goal
by sending in contributions orpledges
to the Bulletin, 243 E. 10th St.,
New York, N.Y. 10003.

the ‘‘progressive’’ bourgeoisparties.

This gives the ruling classvaluable
time to work out its plans, divide
and demoralize the working class
and victimi..e left-wingers.

Unless the |policy of the Italian
Communist Farty is resisted by the
working class, it faces the prospect
of terrible defeats.

Such defeats
necessary.

The Italian ruling class is a weak
and divided class, discredited by its
fascist past and the role it has
piayed in the post-war period,

The Itaiian working ciass has de-
monstrated its power and determina-
tion.,

It has established its right to rule.
It lacks only the revolutionary lead-
ership to take it forward to power.

are entirely un-
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deal in flint strike

BY OUR DETROIT CORRESPONDENT
DETROIT--UAW President Walter
Reuther and James Roche, GM Board
Chairman met to resolve the 88 day

strike at Flint Loca! 598. Reuther
requested the meeting. Such re-
quests are not unusual. Unions

quite often make such ¢‘‘requests’’
at the company’s private urging.

This meeting, itself, is unusual.
The heads of millionmen unions and
the heads of the world’s largest
corporation don’t usually notice, let
alone concern themselves with a
strike of 2,000 workers. "This little
strike reveals the tremendous power
of the working class,

The first meeting lasted three
hours. Progress was reported.
Another, of one and a half hours,
shortly followed. The following day,
Fat Patterson, Regional Director,
reported to a membership meeting
of Local 598 that the corporation
agreed to the union’s demand, the
key issue in the strike, that the
comparison principle would be used
in establishing work loads. If this
report is correct, then the strike is
practically over. The Regional Di-
rector said to the press that this
would not end the strike.

Something is obviously wrong. If
GM agreed to the comparison prin-

ciple, the strike is practically over;
if the strike .is not over, it only
means that GM did not agree to the
principle. The union, therefore, is
frauding the workers. If this is so,
it won’t be the first time. It is
doubtful if Reuther ever sold a con-
tract to the auto workers in which
he did not exaggerate, distort or
deliberately lie.

GM did not call in Reuther to
concede that which local management
refused, This could have better been
done locally. For Roche to make
any concessions would only weaken
local management. It would encou-
rage local unions to go over the heads
of their plant managers.

GM called Reuther in to get him
to force a local settlement. Why this
corporation concern over one local?
There is a fundamental issue in-
volved: how and by whom are theprc-
duction standards determined? GM
thought it had settled the matter with
the 1948 contract. They are right in
thinking so. Reuther ceded them this
right in unmistakably clear contract

language.
The present strike is not the first

to challenge this right. It is the first
to seriously threaten it. ThisisGM’s
concern. If Local 598 succeeds, this

success is sure to spread. These

Bolivian Trotskyist Leader
Answers Mandel and Frank

The attacks launched b No. 4}
of “‘Rouge’’ (Paris, Decemt: ¢ 1, 1969)
against the Bolivian POR (Revolu-
tionary Workers’ Party) ar i against
myself in particular leave :ne co'd,
but it is perhaps necessa-y to put
things straight cnce agair for the
nenefit of European militants,

I am in complete ugreement
with the ccmmunique issued by my
party to unmask those adventurers
who have made participaticn in the
revoluticnary movement .. means to
further their own ends.

I ulso take responsibility for the
accusation that in the ranks of the
Bolivian friends of Frank, Krivine,
and company there are people who
are well-known as police agents...
I am ready to go wefore any jury or
tribunal to prove it.

4. The text'published by ‘‘Rouge’’
tries to make out that there tock
place in Bolivia a unification between
the FOR and the supporters of Frank
and Mande! on the line supported

2y the self-styled ‘‘Unified Secre-
tyriat of the Fourth International’’
Whose organ in French is called
‘‘Quatrieme Internationale.’”” This
is a further falsification.

The Bolivian supporters of Frank
and Mande! adhered to our pro-
gram, recognized cur paper ‘“‘Masas’’
as the organ of the party and the
unification finally gave rise to a
forma! declaration that the POR did
not be.ong to the sc-cailed Inter-
nationa! of Frank and Mandei.

It rapid.y proved impcssisle after -
wards to gain any advantage what-
scever from this tota: capitulation
of Bolivian Pabloism befcre the re-
veluticnary proletirian line cf the
POR, fo: the simp.e reason that the
militants of our party soon found out
that the Fabloite group whose ad-
nesion we had .iccepted was fu!ll of
police agents, many c¢f whom had
“.een known as such since the pericd
of the MNR government ( this wus
tiue, to give oniy cne examp!le, cf

one of the nationa: Pablcite leaders
called Silva.)

It was the militants of the POR
in their entirety who decided that
it was necessary to hreck once and
for al! with the Boiivian friends of
Mr. Frank, in view of the advanced
degree of potitical and moral de-

G. LOURA, POR SECRETARY

generation reached by the members of
this Pabloite group.
This split took place while T was

in deportation in the Amazonian
jungie.

3. ‘‘Rouge’’ is furious for the
good reason that the information we
have provided shows that its Boii-~
vian agency is nothing »ut & party
of seif-seeking adventurers.

It is for this reason that it feeis
obliged to counterattack by treating
us as a small group alienated from
the masses.

If this is so, why do they take so
much pains to attack us?

The history of the POR is in-
separable from the history of the
victories and defeats of the Boli-
vian people, as those who are with
us as well as those whoe are not, our
enemies as well as our friends, well
know.

In order to struggle znd to impcse
itself as the vanguard of the masses,
the POR his no need for the ~lessing
of Pierie Frank, Mandel or any
other chu.rlitin,

Guil ermc Lera
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STRIKING WORKERS BUR LETTERS FROM MANAGEMENT AT GATE OF FLINT FISHER BGDY

struggles over work standards will
resume and repeat those of the
thirties and ever since. GM is no
longer in a position to buy that which
Reuther would be willing to barter
for money as he did in 1948.

I this strike fails , it does not
make the ’48 contract secure. It
only means that the issue will be
raised again and again. This per-
spective is guaranteed .

LEADERS SABOTAGE
PANTHER DEFENSE

BY STEVE SCHULTZ

CHICAGO-- In the aftermath of the
assassination of Fred Hampton,
chairman of the Nlinois Black Fan-
ther Farty, has occurred one of the
greatest class betrayals in recent
history.

This murder posed a crisis for the
Jaley regime which, in many res-
pects, was far more serious than the
disorders during the Democratic
Party convention last year.

The working class knows ali too
well the significance of these mur-
ders. Hampton is but one of a score
or so of political opponents of Jaley
who have come to a violent death
through their political activities--
usually at the hands of the police,
but somethime under even more hi-
zarre circumstances.

News of thekilling sent shock waves
throughout the working class, hut the
response of hack youth was parti-
cularly militant and uncompromising.
Throughout Chicago students turned
classrooms into discussion meetings
on the killing. Illegaldemonstrations
and rallies were held in most of the
high schools. The city was forced
to ciuse several of these and one
junior college because of the dis-
orders.

BETRAYAL

On the day of the killing 50 biack
organizations formed a coalition to
determine what action to take, led
by Jesse Jackson of Operation Bread-
basket and SCLC. Their first action
was to declare a ‘‘moratorium on
killing.”” A few days later they de-
clared an official period of mourn-
ing for the slain Fanthers. As the
days and weeks passed by the only
other substantive proposal they could
come up with was a curfew for
white workers in black areas.

Yet it is quite obvious that had
these fake lefts called a funeral
march or demonstration in support
of the Fanthers it is certain that
tens of thousands would have respon-
ded, and not inconceivably, hundreds
of thousands. This would have been
an extreme embarrassment to the
regime.

But there is a catch in this situa-
tion. Had they called such a demon-
stration, and had it been attacked by
the police ( a likely development),
it could easily trigger another up-
rising in the ghettces.

This leadership would have every-
thing to lose by such a development.
most of them being property owners,
and a few bheing millionaires. They
stand to lose far more directly from
an uprising than the McCormicks and
Fields who really run the city.

The Socialist Workers Farty in
Chicago officially saw no betrayal.

A leading member explained that
he was pleased with the develop-
ments because the SCLC was now
forced to recognize the existence of
the Panthers and defend them. This,
he explained, represented a shift
to the left. These fake Trotskyists
are blind to the social reality around
them. This black coalition defended
the Fanthers by sabotaging their de-

fense.
At a small rally for the Panthers

a spokesman of the coalitionappealed
to those present to ‘‘emulate revo-
lutionaries like John F. Kennedy.”
This is where the black bourgeoisie
is at in Chicago.

Dissidents Oppose
1.C. Transit Pact

BY MICHAEL ROSS

MINNFAPOLIS -- Amuigamated
Transit Union Division 1005 ended a
25 day strike against Twin City Lines
on Dec. lith after ratifying a three-
way agreement Letween itself, the
company and the Metropolitan Tran-
sit Commission (MTC).

A brief glance at this agreement
shows it to be a complete sellout.
The drivers and mechanics are to.
get a six month agreement with an
eleven cent pay hike. But this was
nothing more than the discredited
‘‘final offer’’ of the company.

How then did President Emmett
Cushing of 1005 get a reported 447-
150 vote for it? By adding on some
promises from MTC.

If, and only if, MTC buys the bus
company from Twin City Lines within
six months, the drivers will receive
a twenty-nine cent an hour hike re-
troactive to December 11; plus another
31¢ to be added on October 31, 1970
for one year. .

That six months is the catch. Pur-
chase of the company can be stailed
for as long as Twin City Lines and
MTC want it to be,_ through such
maneuvers as extensive court pro-
ceedings.

And the members of Division 1005 ?
They face the prospect of another
strike next May if their leadership’s
dea! with MTC falls through. Many
of them realize this already, even
more than the reported 150 who voted
against the contract settiement. As
one driver expressed it: ‘“There were
way more than 150 voting against.
But if you hold to one side of an
argument, another guy holds to an-
otner, znd ycu put it to a vote--
with him counting the -a:lots....”



guLLe’

g

LOCAL 1199 VOTES

DEMONSTRATION TO
DEFEND PANTHERS

BY AN 1199 MEMBER

NEW YORK -- The Guild Jele-
gates Assemily of Local 1199 at
its monthly meeting dec. 1'th, voted
unanimously a recommendation to
the union’s Executive Counci! to cal!
a demonstration to oppose the mur-
der of the Chicago Panther leaders.
The union had previously denounced
the systematic frame-up and re-
pression of the Panthers at the time
Bobby Seale was on trial but had
never proposed any specific action,

The motion to call the demonstra-
tion was made from the floor by a
member of the Rank and File Com-
mittee of 1199. He expressed the
overwhelming feeling of thedelegates
when he said that the attack on the
Fanthers was not a singling out of
one organization but represented an
attack on the entire trade union move-
ment and had to be fought by all
workers. ‘“‘We hear alotaboutracism
in the labor movement but now we
have an opportunity to concretely
fight it.”’

That this was not an isolated
attack was brought home earlier in
the meeting in a speech by a re-
presentative of the striking G.E.
workers. He explained that the G.E.
workers were taking on not just
Genera! Electric but the Nixon Ad-
ministration. I Nixon’s policy of
making the workers pay for infla-
tion was successful at G.E., he said:
““They will do the same to the
rubder workers, the auto workers,
the raiiroad workers.’”” The G.E.
strikers have been continually under
attack by the cops.

Many delegates spoke in favor of
the motion to the increasing discom-
fort of the chairman, Vice-President
William Taylor. Many said that a
resolution was not enough and urged
more concrete action. Another dele-
gate said that the murder of the
Panthers was like the massacre at
Song My in Vietnam, A delegate of
South American origin told the dele-
gates that he had seen similar re-
pression in Latin America and that
it was the task of American workers
to fight back.

The 1199 leadership saw the attack
as limited to civil rights and black
groups, but this was clearly not the
question. The vast majority of the
delegates saw the attacks on the
Panthers as a class attack on all
workers and saw the strength of the
labor movement was needed to fight
them,

Taylor tried to dampen the mili-
tancy by practically pleading that
such a demonstration would be a
‘‘disaster’’ and that only a few
people would show up. Despite this
the motion was passed.

Trade unionists in every part of
the country must fight for similar
motions to tell Nixon and the bosses
that if they attack one section of the
working class they will have to take
on the entire trade union movement,

Bulletin
EDITOR: Lucy St. John

ART DIRECTOR: Marty Jonas

THE BULLETIN, Weekly Organ ot the Work-
ers League is published by Bulletin of Inter-
national Socialism, Rm. 8, 243 E. 10th S§t.
New York, N.Y. 10003. Published weekly
except the last week of December, the last
week of July and the first week of August.
Editorial and business office: Rm. & 243 E.
10 St., New York, N.Y. 10003. Fhone: 754
7120. Subscription rates: U.S.A.-1 year: §3.00;
Foreign-1 yeor: $4.00. APPLICATION TO
MAIL AT SECOND CLASS POSTAGE RATES
IS PENDING AT NEW YORK, N.Y.

P.L. AND HOW IT ‘FIGHTS RACISM’

BY MARK ROSENZWEIG

STONY BROOK, N.Y.-- In a iast
ditch effort to breathe 'ife into the
moribund Campus Worker-Student
Alliance, Stony Brook SDS jumped
at the opportunities for development
afforded by the firing of a campus
cafeteria worker last week for alleg-
edly stealing food. Long awaited by
SDS’er as the necessary justification
for one of their adventures, the firing
was doubly usefu! to them as the
worker was black, an aspect which
made this a perfect opportunity for
putting their ‘“Fight Racism’’ slogan
into action. With no real program,
however, for fighting racism, and no
real reason for making this appear
to be the centra! issue except thir
own opportunism, they immediately
turned to the Black Students United,
a strictly culturai-nationalistorgani-
zation at Stony Brook, calling upon
them to defend the worker on the
basis of his being black.

At a meeting from which members
of the Workers League were excluded,
SJS and BSU decided on strategy and
tactics--they would hurt the cafeteria
bosses by wasting, spoiling and
stealing food at lunch and dinner!

The more radica. of these zdventurers
suggested steiling food for redistri-
ution in the ghetto!

Despite the efforts of SIS to cover.
up its oprortunist machinaticns by
excluding the Workers League from
the actua! meeting with BSU and
despite its attempts to explain BSU’s
activity as i sign of a new ‘‘working-
class orientation,’’ the very absurdity
of the measures taken expose the true
extent of the degeneration of the
Campus Worker-~Student Alliance.
The accomodation to the Dblack
nationalism of BSU is truly indica-
tive of how earnest Progressive
Labor Party and its front, the CWSA,
are in their criticism of nationalism
and their sloganizing about fighting
racism.

This most recent action taken by
Stony Brook SJS marks as turn from
their current union organizing efforts
among cafeteria workers. Itappears
that they are not satisfied with play-
ing the role of mere trade union
organizers, which is, at least, valid
work. For them the most important
thing is building their own student
movement, It is not in their in-
terests, therefore, to REALLY or-

‘ACTION WEEK’ ERUPTS AT

BY STEPHEN DIAMOND

MADISON, WISC., Dec. 16-- SJS
at the University of Wisconsin has
completed a ““Week of Action’’ against
ROTC and pro-imperialist research
institutions on campus, The week
was climaxed by an attack by 250
students on the ROTC building., The
action was planned secretly by the
steering committee. Though the stu-
dents did not succeed in ‘‘ripping
off’”” the building, after being re-
pulsed by the police, they did smash
the windows of other buildings.

Before the action and especially
after it, the sense among SIS mem-
bers was one of futility, and the
action grew out of weakness, not
strength, ‘“Where do we go from
here?’ was the question member
after member asked. Some ad-
vocated immediate ‘‘militant ac-
tion,”’ others wanted to wait until
a majority of the students had been
won over, but no one seemed to have
much confidence in any course. The
CWSA advocated tacking on its de-
mand of free parking for University
employees to the RYM demands. The
YSA said no action should be taken
until a united front of the campus
radical groups had been built.

STUDENT POWERISM OF 1968 LIVES ON IN TODAY'S ADVENTURES

UNIVERSITY OF _WISCONSIN

The sense of futility which the
students felt was completely rational.
None of the major SDS groupings
were able to project a course which
goes Dbeyond student confrontation
politics. Though they all use Marxist
phrases, these phrases are torn out
of the context of a working class
movement and mechanically applied
to a student movement, and a student
movement on one campus at that.
Whether a majority is won, whether
trade unionist demands are raised,
whether a ‘‘united front’’ is con-
stituted, all are irrelevant when we
are talking about a parochial student
movement,

Furely student movements canonly
vacillate between insane RYM con-
frontation adventures, pitiful YSA
protests, or moralistic CWSA social
work crusades. Students mustrealize
that their own radicalization did not
occur in a social vacuum, that itis
simply a symptom of growing unrest
in labor. Frenzied acts of student
hooliganism can only divide workers
and students. The only way out for
students is to become part of the
working class movement by joining
the party of the working class.

ganize the campus workers, for then
the CWSA would have tc compete with
the unionsfor the workers’ allegiance.
This cafeteria demonstrationover the
firing of a worker is perhaps the
most inane and ludicrous of their
attempts to delude the workers into
believing that they have no strength
except in an alliance with the stu-
dents, whose idea of struggle is

the wasting of food!

UNIONS

It is in the uniens that the workers
strength lies. The CWSA can de-
fend plenty of fired workers, but all
their ranting and raving, all their
urging students to ‘‘complain to the
cafteria bosses’’, all their puerile
demonstrations will not save one
worker’s job or raise his pay one
cent! It is quite telling that when
conironted with the firing of a black
worlier they turned to BSU and not
to tl'e union in the first place. When
they decided on their dramatic de-
monstration what they really demon-
stratad was their belief that the
camyp 1s workers don’t need a union
at all when they have such ‘‘militant”’
stude 't support.

It is the CWSA’s lack of a con-
sisten. class fight that renders them
impotcat in a fight against racism
and ir fact forces them to make
conces.ions to separatism. Thefight
against racism must be part and
parce! of the struggle for socialism,
whose jrogram calls for the organi-
zation +f workers on the basis of
class, .ot on the basis of race.

STRUGGLE

The only way to fight racism
and to :iefend the workers against
attacks i.: through the fight to unite
the woriers around a common pro-
gram of struggle. The struggle can
not be c¢.onducted by abandoning the
unions. it the same time a purely
economic struggle is not sufficient,
the fight by the American working
class must be taken into the poli-
tical arena with the fight for a
labor party.
- The Stony Brook branch of the
‘Workers League counterposes to the
futile food wasting adventures, the
holding of a mass meeting of cam-
pus workers for a real push to get
all these workers unionized. We
urge the CWSA to join us in calling
on 1199 which has already begun to
sign up workers, to organize such a
meeting.

CONTACT THE WORKERS LEAGUE

CALIFORNIA

OAKLAND: Phone: 652-3167
SAN FRANCISCO: 1333A Stevenson St.

Phone: 626-7019
HAYWARD: Patrick Quigley, 18522 Carlwyn
Castro,Valley, Calif. 94546
CONNECTICUT o
NEW HAVEN-BRIDGEPORT: Bob Kukiel !
Phone:203-888-4705
ILLINOIS
CHICAGO: Box 6044, Main P.O.
Phone: 549-1345
MICHIGAN
DETROIT: P.O. Box 1057, Southficld
Mich. 48075
OAKLAND COLLEGE: Phone: 377-2000,
Ext. 3034
MINNESOTA
MINNEAPOLIS: P.O. Box 14002, Univ. Sta.
Phone: 336-4700
NEW YORK
BROOKLYN: Pnone: 624-7179
MANHATTAN: Rm. 8, 243 E. 1v St., NYC
Phone: 254-7120
COLUMBIA U.: Phone: 866-6384
CORNELL: Ed Smith, Rm. 1305, Class of
1917 Hall Phone: 256-1377

STONY BROOK: Phone: 246-5493
PENNSYLVANIA )
PHILADELPHIA: G.P.O. Box 7714

STATE COLLEGE: 718 W. College Ave.
Phone: 237-0739

CANADA

TORONTO: P.O. Box 5758, Postal Station A

"MONTREAL: Phone: 935-5373
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PART FOUR--STALINISM BETRAYS GERMAN WORKERS

. FROM AUGUST 1914, no re-
volutionary Marxist has placed
any confidence in the ability of
social democracy either to win
new victories for the working
class or to defend the gains of
the past.

From 1919, with the founding of
the Third International, the struggle
for power was to be entrusted, in
Germany as in the other major capi-
talist states, to the newly-formed
communist parties.

After its fusion with the left wing
‘of the centrist-led Independent Social-
Democratic Party (USPD) in 1920,
the German Communist Party (KPD)
brought into its ranks the advanced
guard of the German working class
—some 350,000 members.

The early years of the Party never-
theless found it unprepared to lead the
great revolutionary struggles unleashed
by the war and its aftermath. Decapi-
tated in 1919 by the murder of its two
finest leaders — Karl Leibknecht and
Rosa Luxemburg—not to speak of the
thousands of nameless communist wor-
kers also done to death by the counter-
revolutionary Freikorps, the Party be-
gan the long and theoretically exacting
task of assembling and training a revo-
lutionary leadership that could break
the grip of social democracy on the
working class.

" Its first attempts to do this were
sectarian and adventurist in the ex-
treme. The KPD leadership seized on
a partial, if sharp struggle of mine-
workers in central Germany and
attempted to convert the strike into a
national uprising. The vast bulk of the
working class were caught off balance
by this sudden turn, imade without
preparation by the KPD, and ignored,
with one or two exceptions, the call of
the Party for revolution.

A whole theory was built around
these leftist tactics, the theory of the
‘offensive’ whereby a minority of the
working class, impelled forward by the
Party, throws itself against the state
power of the ruling class, thus ‘galvan-
izing’ the passive majority of the work-
ing class into action.

These suicidal tactics would, of
course, have wrecked the Party’s mass
basis in a matter of months had not
the leadership of the Communist Inter-
national sounded the alarm and, after
a prolonged debate at the Third Con-
gress, won the Party for a new linc.

United Front

That was the tactic of the United
Front, a policy designed to break the
stranglehold of social democracy on
the working class through a series of
united actions, party to party, for par-
tial issues, in which the rank-and-file
reformist or centrist wurkers could test
out for themselves both the sincerity of
their leaders and the respective merits
of the rival organizations.

The purpose and limits of the United
Front were very clearly laid down in
a document issued by the Executive
Committee of the Communist Inter-
national in December, 1921 :

‘The principal conditions which
are equally categorical for communist
parties are the absolute independence
of every communist party which

Stalin, shown here with Bukarin, was
the architect of the policies of the
Germian Communist Party which paved

the way for the victory of Hitler

A series of six articles
by ROBERT BLACK
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Party

enters into an agreement with par-
ties of the Second International, its
complete freedom to put forward its
own views and to criticize the
opponents of communism. While
accepting a basis for action, com-
munists must retain the unconditi-
tional right and possibility of expres-
sing their opinion of the policy of
all working-class organizations with-
out exception, not only before and
after action has been taken, but also,
if necessary, during its course. In no
circumstances can these rights be
surrendered.’

Thus unity was between parties. -

There was to be no merging of pro-
grammes, policies, organizations, ban-
ners. The slogan of the United Front
proclaimed by the Communist Inter-
naticnal after 1921 was to be ‘March
separately, strike together'.

In january 1922, the Communist
fnternctional put forward proposals for
an United Front with its morial enemy,
the Second International. And yet this
was no coencession to social democracy.
It was o tactical turn in order better to
wit to grips with 1t Despite the Russian
Rovolution and the treachery of the
cuid leaderships, the workers in o their

oty stdl had e broken frony the
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Eight days before Hitler came to power the Nazis

held a demonstration (above) outside Communist

Party’s Berlin headquarters. At left is

Emst Thaelmann, leader of the German Communist

reformist parties. Big inroads had been
made into the ranks of social democ-
racy, as in Germany, but these were
not yet decisive. Only through experi-
ence of the inadequacies of their own

parties could these -workers be won

for revolution.
Hence the United Front, hence the

joint conference in Berlin on April 2,
1922, of representatives from the
Third, Second and centrist internation-
als, which agreed to a series of demands
which were to be fought for jointly by
the various internationals :

@ For the eight-hour day.

@ For the struggle against unem-
ployment.

@ For the united action of the
proletariat against the capitalist
offensive.

@ For the Russian Revolution, for
starving Russia, for the resump-
tion by all countries of political
and economic relations with
Russia.

@ For the re-establishment of the
united proletarian front in every
country and in the Inter-
national.

Not one of these demands involved
a surrender on principle or demanded
a merging of organjzationa! independ-
ence. But what they did do was com-
mit the leaders of social democracy to
certain  partial struggles that would
draw their members into everyday ac-
tion alongside revolutionary workers.
Abcve ali, it proved to the whole work-
ing class that the communists were not
the opponents of class unity, while at
the same time reserving for their own
Party the right to independent action
and criticism at all times.

[t is important ¢ bring out the his-
wory and theoretical basis of the Lenin-
1st United Front in order to contrast it

with the palicjes ‘ P

SOSN8 uny ol

ist-led KPD after 1928. For in that
year, the Stalinist faction began a
violent turn to the left after three years
of close cellaboration with the pro-rich
pecasant faction around Bukharin, who
in 1926 replaced Zinoviev as the chair-
man of the Communist International.

Their confidence strengthened by the
rightward drift in economic policy

over the previous few years, the capi- -

talist elements in the towns linked up
with the rich peasantry (kulaks) in the
countryside to demand even more con-
cessions  from the Stalin-Bukharin
ruling bloc.

The right-wing group led by Bukharin
advocated even more economic con-
cessions to the kulaks, concessions
which put in jeopardy the conquests
of the Revolution in the countryside.
Stalin’s faction, which had fought to-
gether with the right group against the
common enemy — the Left Opposition
led by Leon Trotsky— sensed the
dangers implicit in further concession
to the upper stratum in town and
country. What these forces desired was
nothing less than the overthrow of the
bureaucracy and a return to ¢apitalist
property relations, together with a re-
sumption of direct links with the world
market.

During 1928, a bitter faction fight,
partially masked, proceeded inside the
leadership of the Bolshevik Party. Not
even waiting for final victory, Stalin
began the first of his punitive measures
against the richer peasantry, forcibly
confiscating their grain, often at gun
point.

From 1929, the Soviet countryside
was the battlefield of another civil war,
a bloody struggle in which countless
millions of peasants, many by no means
kulaks, died as a result of the bureau-
cratic, planless and panicky attempts
to collectivize the peasantry.

Parallel with the collectivization and
industrialization in the Soviet Union
(carried out at a crazy tempo that
threatened to pull the entire economy
apart) was the political battle in the
Bolshevik Party and the Communist
International. As head of the Comin-
tern after 1926, Bukharin had
assembled factions in each section
which favoured his conciliatory poli-
cies. In the capitalist states, this was
reflected not in a pro-kulak deviation,
but in adaptation to social democracy.

After 1928 and the Sixth Congress
of the Communist International, Stalin
began the offensive against Bukharin’s
supporters.

A new line was now laid down. The
‘Second Period’ of capitalist ‘stabiliza-
tion’ was over. The ‘Third Period’ of

final downfall was at hand. It was the.

bureaucrat Molotov who now replaced
Bukharin as head of the Stalinist-con-
trolled International. From 1929 on,
ultra-radicalism was to be the order of
the day.

Social democracy was now no longer
presented as an uncertain ally, as had
been the case under Bukharin, but
rather as a tendency completely outside
the workers’ movement. In the words
of Stalin :

‘Objectively, the social democracy
is the moderate wing of fascism. . . .
These two organizations are not
mutually exclusive, but on the con-
trary are mutually complementary.
They are not antipodes but twins.
Fascism is a shapeless bloc of these
two organizations. . . .’

This gibberish, which only in the
thrice-purged ranks of the Comintern
leadership could pass unchallenged as
Marxist theory, was to be the theoreti-
cal diet of the KPD in the vital years
from 1929 to 1933, the years that saw
not the coming together of the ‘shape-
less bloc’ of social democracy and fas-
cism, but the physical shattering of
German reformism in all its aspects by
the Nazi terror.

Stalin's theory of fascism and ‘social
fascism’ (as he dubbed the reformist
parties) made it impossibie to achieve
the type of fighting unity in the working
class that had been the goal of the
Leninist International from 1921. The
Stalinist theory of ‘social fascism’, far
foom undermining the grip of reform-

ism in the German working class,
buttressed it, as we shall prove.

The real menace of the genuine
fascists, the Nazi party, was of course
obscured by the absurd contention that
the SPD was a mass fascist party. Once
the SPD had becn designated fascist,
it naturally absolved the KPD leader-
ship from any responsibility to unite
with it. The task was solved quite
neatly on paper :

‘In countries where there are
strong social-democratic parties, fas-
cism assumes the particular form of
social fascism.” (Why then the need
for Hitler?)

Indeed, the leaders of the SPD were
‘now through the mouth of Wels
threatening the German working class
with open fascist dictatorship’. Apart
from this statement begging the ques-
tion of what is a concealed fascist
dictatorship, it failed to point out how
these fascist leaders had for so long
managed to keep the main bulk of the
working class out of the KPD.

‘Third-period’

Moreover, the theory of ‘social fas-
cism’ was a complete break with Lenin-
ism, which had analysed the reformists
as a bourgeois tendency within the
labour movement. If the Stalinists were
consistent, the KPD was the only
genuine workers’ party left in Ger-
many. What need therefore of the
United Front? And by the same token,
if the SPD was now fascist, so too
were the trade unions, And sure
enough, this also was asserted by the
lunatics of the ‘Third Period’ :

‘The  social-fascist trade union
bureaucracy is, during the period of
sharpening economic battles, com-
pletely going over to the side of the
big bourgeoisie.’

But did not the bureaucracy always
serve the capitalist class? That was so
in the time of Lenin, and even of Marx
and Engels. Yet these theoreticians did
not, for all the treacherous policies of
their leaderships, declare these organ-
izations to be fascist, or bodies of a
non-proletarian nature.

And neither always did Stalin. As
late as 1926, Stalin, through the Anglo-
Soviet Trade Union Committee, was to
remain in a bloc with the ‘social fas-
cists’ right - through their sell-out of
the British General Strike, against the
protests of Trotsky. Now Stalin swung
round to the opposite extreme—but
still, in a different way, to remain the
defender of social democracy.

The central task before the KPD
after 1929 was to mobilize the whole
German working class against the Nazi
threat. Fascism could only be defeated
and the German Revolution carried,
through after the split in the ranks of'
the workers was overcome and the grip
of social democracy broken. The crisis
of 1929 presented the KPD with a
golden opportunity to break the grip
of reformism in Germany, while at the
same times drawing the entire working
class into the United Front against
fascism.

It was in the specific, concrete com-
bination of these two tasks—the under-
mining of social . democracy in the
battle against fascism—that the KPD
failed to carry through the task which
it was set at the founding congress of
the party in 1919.

Only Trotsky, in exile on the island
of Prinkipo, really grasped the full
significance of the 1930 elections. The
KPD leader Thaelmann belittled the
Nazi vote (over 6 million) :

‘We insist soberly and seriously
that September 14 was, so to speak,
Hitler’s best day; and that no better
will follow, rather worse.’

Grave warning

Trotsky insisted the results were a
grave warning to the KPD:
‘l. A deep national crisis (econ-

omy, internatioral situation) is un-
questionably « hosd, Thare anpenrs
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to be no way out along the normal
road of the bourgeois parliamentary
regime.

2. The political crisis of the ruling
class and its system of government
is absolutely indubitable. This is not
a parliamentary crisis, but a crisis of
class rule.

3. The revolutionary class, how-
ever, is still deeply split by internal
contradictions. The strengthening of
the revolutionary party at the ex-
pense of the reformists is, as yet, at
its inception and has been proceeding
thus far at a tempo which is far
from corresponding with the depth
of the crisis.

4, The petty bourgeoisie, at the
very beginning of the crisis, has al-
ready assumed a position antagonistic
to the present system of capitalist
rule, but at the same time mortally
hostile to the proletarian revolution.’

Here were all the elements of the
problem before the KPD: To overcome
the split in the ranks of the working
class, and then to weld it into a de-
cisive force that could then break the
back of the fascists, attracting to the
working class all those sections of the
population hostile to the old forms of
capitalist rule, but side-tracked by the
demagogy and racialism of the Nazis
into a position hostile to revolution.

Despite the KPD's Stalinist leader-
ship, Trotsky patiently, through the
.German Left Opposition’s journal ‘Die
Permanente Revolution’, worked to win
the Party for a correct, Leninist line.

Trotsky hammered home again and
again that the refusal of the KPD
leadership to enter into United Front
relations with the leaders of the SDP
only prevented the rank-and-file re-
formist workers from putting their own
leaders to the test. The theory of social
fascism, Trotsky insisted, led to three
mistakes.

1. Tt was based on the assumption
that with the victory of fascism, there
would be no conflict between the Nazis
in power and the various reformist
organizations (the SPD, the trade
unions, etc.). May 1933 was to prove
how wrong that assumption was.

2. ‘Social fascism’ insisted that
there could be no United Front agree-
ments with the leaders of the SPD.
There could be only the United Front
‘from below’, a policy that was nothing
short of an ultimatum to rank-and-
file SPD workers to break the discipline
of their organizations in joining with

.the KPD in class actions, or stand con-
-iemned as accomplices of ‘social
! -ascism’.

3. It failed to take advantage of the
contradiction between fascism and the
reformist organizations (revealed
openly in May 1933) which daily posed
the alternatives before the reformist
leaders—fight or be crushed.

As Trotsky pointed out, the SPD
workers remained in their party, with
all their misgivings, because they
trusted it more than the KPD. That
false trust could not be undermined by
propaganda alone, any more than it
could be by abuse or a catalogue of

their leaders’ crimes. Far from attract-
ing, it repelled the rank-and-file wor-
ker, as the election figures for the
entire period prove.

The Leninist tactic of the United
Front had to be employed, drawing the
reformist workers into struggles in
which the respective merits and weak-
nesses of the rival parties and pro-
grammes could be tested out. Then the
anti-reformist propaganda of the KPD
could begin to bear fruit as it began to
tie in with the real experiences of re-
formist  vacillation and downright
treachery. Common action was a des-
perate necessity in Germany after 1929.
Guards on workers’ meetings and
demonstrations, the protection of print-
ing presses, premises and the like—
all were called for during the fascist
offensive against the labour movement.

And they were not only felt to be
necessary by workers in both parties—
they demanded the type of united class
action that would rapidly expose the
more moderate sections of the SPD and
union leadership, and create deep splits
within the ranks of German reformists.

Referendum

How did the KPD react to its first
opportunity to put the United Front
into action after 1929 ?

As ecarly as 1930, the Nazis and
Nationalists had begun a campaign to
unseat the Social-Democratic admin-
istration in the state of Prussia (finally
achieved by the Papen coup of July
1932).

In accordance with the constitution,
they began to rally support for a refer-
endum, which, if successful, would
depose the Braun government and in-
stall direct presidential rule. The first
instinctive response by the KPD lead-
ership was to denounce the referendum:

‘This move of the Nazis has the
sole aim of preparing the ground for
the fascist dictatorship’, declared a
KPD deputy in the Prussian Diet
[despite the fact that his party held
the view that the Prussian govern-
ment was already fascist]. ‘We com-
munists refuse to be partners in this
deception.’

Even-as late as April 1931 (three
months before the referendum) the
KPD demanded of the working class:
‘Not one worker’s vote for the fascist
referendum’.

Then instructions came from the
Communist International leadership in
Moscow that far from refusing to be
partners in the deception the KPD was
to canvass with the Nazis for the refer-
endum to turn out the ‘social fascists’.

Now came a turn in the KPD that
signified that the Kremlin had already
settled for a Nazi victory. Not for the
first time, the KPD press carried propa-
ganda that was almost identical to that
of the Nazis. Just before the 1930 Nazi
election victory, the KPD headed its
press: ‘For the National and Social
Liberation of the German People’. But
then this natidnalist line, an attempt to
outbid the Nazis, was dropped.

But in 1931, it made a sickening
come-back. The KPD journal ‘Fanfare’
for August 1 carried a picture of

SA members who were allowed to join the police force
wasted no time in 1933 rounding up Communist Party
member s

Lieutenant Scheringer, a Nazi officer
who had come over to the KPD. Under
the picture were the Prussian officer’s
thoughts on why Germans should vote
for the KPD-Nazi referendum:

‘Whoever opposes the people's
revolution [a demagogic Nazi term]
and the revolutionary war of libera-
tion, betrays the cause of the fallen
who in the last war [denounced by
all German Marxists as imperialist}
gave their lives for a free Germany.’

As the Comintern leader Piatnitsky
commented after the referendum (boy-
cotted by the workers of both parties):

‘The KPD leadership was opposed
to participation in the referendum on
the dissolution of the Prussian Land-
tag. . . . But after the central
committee, in consultation with the
Comintern, reached the conclusion
that the Party should take part in
the referendum, our German com-
rades managed in a few days to get
the entire Party on its feet. . . . It
shows that the KPD knew how to
manocuvre.’

It also showed that the gulf between
the SPD workers and the KPD was
wider than ever. Support for a fascist
vote against their own Party was not
the best way to prepare a United Front
~~~~~ even from below.

This was not all. Unable to rally any
section of the middle class against the
Nazis (because of its inability to
achieve first of all unity within the
working class) the KPD, while boy-
cotting all united action with the SPD,
invited the Nazi leaders, Goebbels and
Otto Strasser, to write in a discus-
sion supplement to its evening paper,
‘Welt am Abend’. A chauvinist pam-
phlet ‘Soviet Germany breaks the fet-
ters of the Young Plan’, apart from
mimicking the Nazis’ promise to smash
the ‘Versailles system’, also made the
telling point that there were no Jews
on the central committee of the KPD,
and only one in its Reichstag dele-
gation.

How could the KPD fight the poison
of Nazi racialism and nationalism if
that very same virus was permitted to
thrive inside the KPD itself ?

Rift hardens

By 1932, the rift in the working class
was hardening. The Papen coup in
Prussia proved how small was the im-
pact on the SPD workers and trade
unionists. So thoroughly imbued were
even many rank-and-file KPD members
with the theory of social fascism that

the news of the fall of the Braun

government was greeted with cheering
in KPD meetings, even while their
leaders were issuing a strike call to
save the Prussian ‘social fascists’ from
Papen (whom the KPD leaders also
wrongly described as a fascist).

Earlier, a whole theory had been
developed to justify support for open
Nazi regimes rather than the ‘social
fascist’ type :

‘An SPD coalition government,
confronted by a proletariat that is
disunited, confused and unable to
struggle, would be a thousand times
greater evil than an openly fascist
dictatorship confronted by a class-
conscious people determined to
fight.’

Yet now the KPD called a strike in
defence of and made united front pro-
posals with the very party they had
been condemning as fascist for the
previous three years!

Small wonder that the working class
remained ‘disunited, confused, and un-
able to struggle’. The main force in
keeping them in that state of weakness
was the criminal policies not only of
the SPD and the trade unions, but of
the KPD.

Still Trotsky sought to warn the
rank-and-file Party workers of the full
implications of a fascist victory :

‘The coming to power of the Nazis
would mean above all the extermina-
tion of the flower of the German
proletariat, the disruption of its organ-
izations, the extirpation of its belief in
itself and its future.

Emst Thaelmann, German Communist

Party leader in 1933 takes his daily
exercise in Moabit prison, Berlin

With an uncanny premonition of the
Nazi death camps, Trotsky implored
the KPD to change its suicidal course :

‘The hellish work of Italiam fas-
cism would probably appear as a
pale and almost human experiment
in comparison with the work of the
German Nazis. Worker communists,
you are thousands, millions, you can-
not leave for any place. There are
not enough passports for you. Should
fascism come to power, it will ride
over your skulls and spines like a
terrific tank.’

But the bureaucracy not only refused
to change its course, even to save its
own skin. (Like the reformist bureauc-
racy, they could not see their own
extinction approaching even when it
stared them in their faces.)

It even denounced Trotsky as a
fascist :

‘Trotsky always gives but one re-
ply. “The German working class
must make a bloc with the SPD.”
In framing this bloc, Trotsky sees
the only way for completely saving
the German working class against
fascism. “Either the German CP will
make a bloc with the SPD or the
German working class is lost for
1620 years.” This is the theory i
a  completely ruined “‘ascisi and
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counter-revolutionary. This theory is
the worst theory, the most dangerous
theory and the most criminal that
Trotsky has constructed in the last
year of his counter-revolutionary
propaganda.’

In place of Trotsky's proposal for a
United Front with the SPD, Thaelmann
proposed that KPD workers ‘chase the
social fascists from their jobs in the
plants and the unions’, while the child-
ren of Party members were instructed
to ‘chase the little social fascists in the
schools and the playgrounds’.

This was the contribution of the
KPD leadership in the struggle for
working-class unity in the last months
before Hitler came to power.

At the beginning of November 1932,
with negotiations reachinig fever pitch
amongst the clashing wings of the
German ruling class as to the advis-
ability of a Nazi regime, the KPD drove
another nail into its own coffin. The
Berlin transport workers had just
undergone a wage cut and on a ballot
had failed to reach the two-thirds
majority required for strike action. The
KPD then launched into an adventurist
strike-—with full Nazi party backing.

After several days of violent clashes
with police and social-democratic
workers who opposed the strike (it was
obviously a Nazi pre-election stunt to
railly their dwindling support amongst
the working class) the strike was called
off by the Nazis. Their big business
backers had taken fright at this display
of radicalism and were threatening to
withdraw support.

But the damage hod been done. Once
again, adventurist actions, aimed
against the SPD as its main enemy and
not the Nazis, had deepened the gulf
in the working class. The KPD leaders
were doing Hitler's work for him.

With Hitler's appointment as Chan-
cellor ¢n January 30, 1933, the KPD
verformed another somersault. It made
a United Front appeal to the ‘social-
fuscist’ leaders against the Nazis and
promptly withdrew it as soon as the
SPD leaders began to discuss concrete
details,

Following the Reichstag fire and the
terror electon of March 5, Hitler's
victory was converted into a KPD
triumph :

‘The calm (sic) that has succeeded

PROBLEMS OF THE
CHINESE REVOLUTION

Joint strike of

Communists and
Nazis in November
1932 was conducted

system.

the triumph of fascism is only a
transitory phenomenon. Despite fas-
cist terror, the revolutionary surge
in Germany will rise, the revolution-
ary resistance of the masses to
fascism is bound to grow. The estab-
lishment of the open fascist dictator-
ship, which is destroying all demo-
cratic illusions among the masses
and liberating them from social-
democratic influence, is accelerating
the rate of Germany’s advance to-
wards the proletarian revolution.’
(Emphasis added.)

Heckert, one of the KPD leaders re-
sponsible for the defeat of the working
class, even went so far as to dismiss
the massacre of thousands of Party
members as of no consequence :

‘The talk about the German Com-
munists being defeated and dead is
the gossip of Philistines, of idiotic
and ignorant people. The jailing (sic)
of a few thousand communists can-
not kill a Party with a following of
five millions. Instead of those who
have been arrested, the politically
and culturally highly-trained German
working class develops new forces
and will always develop them. . , .

But the spine of the German working
class had been broken, for it found its
only expression ‘through the once great
labour movement that the Nazi bands
were, while Heckert wrote smugly from
the safety of Switzerland, tearing to
pieces in the slave camps and the

Leon Trotsky and the Fourth
International conducted lone
battle for correct policy to defeat
Nazis. As a result of this
experience Trotsky concluded
Third International could not be
reformed and Fourth
International must be built
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against Berlin transit

torture chambers of the Gestapo.

This was the culmination of the
Stalinist line: ‘After Hitler, our turn’.
Yet, final irony, thousands of leading,
as well as rank-and-file members of
the KPD, went to their deaths side by
side with members of a party they had
always trained their own comrades to
call ‘social fascist’.

But the hollowness of Stalin’s theory
was evident to them too late. The
damage had been done. The Nazis were
in power, and used it to the full, con-
verting the whole of Germany into one
vast concentration camp for the work-
ing class. It had millions of willing
jailers—-the hordes of anti-communist,
middle-class  storm-troopers, whose
frustrations with the ‘system’ were
worked off on the tortures, beatings
and lynchings of the working-class
militants who, in the eyes of the Nazi-
fied middle class, were agents of the
‘international  Jewish-Bolshevik con-
spiracy’.

Even after the obvious collapse of
the social-fascist line, the Stalinist
leadership of the Comintern continued
to defend its suicidal course :

‘Having heard comrade Heckert’s
report on the situation in Germany,
the Presidium of the CI [which in-
cluded British Stalinists Harry Pollitt
and Page Arnot, -as well as Stalin,
the main architect of Hitler’s victory]
states that the political line and the
organizational policy followed by the
Central Committee of the KPD . . .
up to the Hitler coup and at the
moment it occurred, was completely
correct.’

If that be the case, then the Nazi
victory was inevitable, for no com-
munist would expect the reformists to
lead a struggle against the Nazis.

4th International

Thus all had their alibis. The SPD
leaders claimed that Hitler cheated by
breaking the constitution (he did not)
and that the KPD would not accept
unity against the Nazis. For their part,
the Stalinists denounced the reformists
as being accomplices of Hitler (accom-
plices that nevertheless ended up inside
Hitler’s prisons) and saboteurs of the

Beautiful Ceylonese edition of all
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Cur Price: $1.75
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free catalog

struggle against Hitler. Trotsky summed
up their dual responsibility in the
following words :

‘No policy of th Communist Party
could, of course have transformed
the Social-Democracy into a party of
revolution. But neither was that the
aim. It was necessary to cxploit to
the limit the contradiction between
reformism and fascism—in order to
weaken fascism, at the same time
weakening reformism by exposing to
the working class the incapacity of
the Social-Democratic leadership.
These two tasks fused into one. The
The policy of the Communist Inter-
national bureaucracy led to the op-
posite result: the capitulation of the
reformists served the interests of
fascism and not of communism; the
Social-Democratic workers remained
with their leaders, the Communist
workers lost faith in themselves and
in the leadership.’

The KPD, as the leading section of
the Communist International outside of
the Soviet Union, had failed the work-
ing class just as German Social-Demo-
crats had betrayed on the outbreak of
the First World War. The capitulation
of Stalinism to the Nazis, however
much masked behind left phrases,
proved the International to be as dead
as its forerunner for the purposes of
revolution.

The collapse of the KPD had but one
lesson for Trotsky. He had to break
from his previous policy of attempting
to reform the old International through
the Left Opposition. That opposition
now had to proclaim, and become the
nucleus of, the Fourth International.

With the Nazi victory of March
1933, both Social-Democracy and
Stalinism had proved themselves coun-
ter-revolutionary agencies inside the
working class.

It was and remains the task of the
Fourth International to destroy their
influence, thus clearing the way for the
socialist revolution.

Part Five of the Robert Black
series, ‘“The Working Class in the
Third Reich’’, will appear in next

week’s issuve of the BULLETIN.
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CRISIS IN MARITIME

~ PART TWO

(CONTINUED FROM LAST ISSUE)

BY DAN FRIED

The mad race tointroduce the latest
equipment and technology in shipping
and the docks--all designaed to trans-
port MORE cargo with ever FEWER
port workers, who are to be forced
onto the industrial scrapheap if pri-
vate enterprise continues to operate
the docks--means ‘hat in the con-
tainer age, only 25 nodern container
ships wil: be neec:d to carry the
entire U.S.-Europe n general cargo
trade. All the effc ts to counteract
competition and the *hreat of a ‘‘rate
war’’ between con .iner companies
and consortia are oomed to break
down. The present ‘conference sys-
tem’’ which oper:s: s on the basis
of the biggest firr » meeting regu-
larly to reach agr.ments on rates
and prices as we! as the partition
of trade routes, annot withstand
the constant drive - invest and re-
invest in new ‘‘m: =rnized’’ equip-
ment and facilitiex :n order to grab
a bigger share of e profits. The
Times of London :ays that...‘‘ the
experts forec:. t a competitive
blow up on the I5 .rth Atlantic...By
the early 1970s th: re could well be
an excess of couainer compacity
which could lead ¢ a rate war and
a possible breakcown of the con-
ference system.’’

The ‘‘competitiv: blow up on the
North Atlantic’’ that is ‘‘forecast’”’
is a'ready here and will not be
confined to the North Atlantic alone.
The frantic race to corner the
Australian trade between the rival
European and Scandinavian consortia
is just the beginning. The ‘‘container
revolution,’”’ in a matter of days, has
turned into a container crisis. There
is no solution to this crisis under
capitalist private ownership. The
Workers Press, organ of the Social-
ist Labour League in England, asks:
“Does a vicious container war break
out between the two consortia or do
the Scandinavians get a cut of the
14 ships? At this rate, some firms
could be left controlling only part
of a ship. If one firm controls the
engine roocm while another dominates
the bridge, differences over sailing
dates and ports of ca’) couid we!l
reach calamitous  prcportions.”’

WAR

The container war meansthatfirms
rushing to acquire the most modern
and efficient equipment may very
quickly find that their ‘‘“most modern
and efficient equipment’”’ is aiready
obsolete Dy the time it has “een
delivered. On the very same day
that the Scandinavian consortium,
Scanaustrzi, anncunced its order for

the very ‘“latest’’ ships (roll on-roll
off, semi-container vessels), the Bri-
tish company, Vickers, announced
its own plans for a nuclear-powered
container ship which, it is claimed,
would have a substantial economic
edge over any rivals using traditional
fuels. Another example of obsoles-

all over the world —
dockworkers under attack

cence piled upon obsolescence, des-
cribed by G. Van den Berg in his
book ‘‘Containerization--A Modern
Transport System’’, is that of one
firm which got in on the ground
floor in the container race and, by
1966 had acquired 18,000 containers
built to its own specifications of
55 ft. x 8 ft. x 8 ft 6 inches. But they
were soon left holding the bag. The
container revolution passed them by
as, according to Van den Berg, these
containers are now ‘‘outdated by the
quantity of ships on order and under
construction to handle exclusively
20 ft and 40 ft containers.’’

The largest and most modern ships
now afloat are nothing compared to
the plans soon to be on the drawing
boards. It is now technically possible
to build one million ton bulk carriers
as well as nuclear powered ships
that would have to refuel only once
every four years. The plans for
containerized transport do not stop
at the water’s edge. Flans are now
under way for the container revolu-
tion to go airborne. A commercial
version of the U.S. Army’s Lock-
heed C-5A, a virtual freighttrain
in the sky, is projected for the
early *70s. This plane will be capable
of handling 157.5 million tonsof cargo
per year. The entire volume of the
Nortn Atlantic airborne trade could
be carried by only 11 Lockheeds.

DOCK LOADING

Van den Berg draws a picture of
the fully automated dock loading and
unloading system which the employers
are building all over the world. Here,
there is no room for the docker on
the dock at all, as the giant gantry
cranes drop containers onto con-
veyor belts which carry them off
to be stacked automatically in a
““multiroto store’’ until they are
shipped further by road or rail
transport. Under capitalism, all
these fantastic achievements of
science and technology are only used
for the profit of the employers and
against all the port workers, mer-
chant seamen, and other transport
workers who are cast aside as
‘¢redundant.”’ Only through the
nationalization of all port facilities
under control of the workers and
with no compensation to the em-
ployers , can these technological
achievements be used FOR the
workers and the whole of society.

The elimination of the docker from
the docks is already under way all
over the world. In order to offset
the huge investment costs in the new
equipment, the port employers have
already pushed a tremendous num-
ber of dockers out of their jobs in
ports throughout the world., Where
the unions are weak, the bosses have
attacked directly, but where the work-
ers are strong they have used more
devious methods. The methcds range
from outright dismissal to severance
pay and ‘‘early retirement’’ schemes
without replacement by new men
(attrition). In ports like London and
New York and others where the unions
are strong, ‘‘guaranteed-income’’
systems have zeen proposed or act-
ually set upastheprice theemployers
are prepared to pay to gain the ac-
ceptance of containerization by the
unions. But once having &trought
containerization into being, the em-
ployers prepare pians to get around
the guarantees cr scrap them entirely.
Even though the number of longshore-
men has been cut in the Port of New
York by 30% since 1959, ILA union
‘eaders admit that the numbter of men
on the New York docks will he cut

5y ancther 50% in the future. Even
though New York has gone further
than any other port in the wor!d
with containerization ( based on the
container facilities in the New Jer-
sey section of the port) an ILO
(Internationa! Labor Organization)
report on containerization says that
‘‘additional vessel berths for the
new generation container ships are
under way or planned, representing
an ultimate Fort Authority investment
of 175 million dollars.’’

In Britain and Europe there is a
similar development. In Rotterdam,
3,000 dockers representing 20% of the
labor force are to be eliminated by
1975. In Britain, the ILO report
forecasts a reduction of dockworkers
by 16,500 men, or 30% by 1970. In
London alone, since the spring of
1967, six docks have been closed
entirely and the latest reports are
that the Surrey docks are tobe closed

to work shifts and keep the dock
running =4 hours a day, preferab.y
to e on cal’ during this time.”’
The report claims that 75% of a
ship’s time in port could be el-
iminated if the 24 hour day, 7 day
week were adopted. On top of this,
the employers aim for complete
‘‘“flexibility’’ of labor where ‘‘there
is no obstacle to shifting men from
hatch to hatch, from one ship to
another, from ship to shore and
from job to job.”’

The aims of the shipping com-
bines, of the transportation cartels,
of the entire ruling class of every
capitalist country, is clearly to
‘‘modernize’’ the docks at the ex-
pense of the health and welfare of
the workers. But the dock workers
will not be ground down and thrown
onto the scrapheap without resistance
and struggle by the dockers and
other transport workers. This we

LASH SHIPS CARRY BARGES THAT ARE FLOATING CONTAINERS

down. In the case of one of these
docks, Hays Wharf, 276 men were
dismissed on its subsidiary Mark
Brown dock last May. These men
got only about $120 severance pay!
The remaining 1,050 men were forced
to sign statements promising not to
take part in industrial disputes, and
to submit to so-called ‘‘moderniza-
tion’’ plans which mean, in effect,
more work from less workers using
the same equipment. The closure
of the Mark Brown’s dock is only
one example of how the employers
use the fear of unemployment to get
concessions out of the dock unions.

The employers try to encourage
competition between ports, holding
the threat of port closures and
‘“‘runaway docks’’ over the heads of
the dockers in order to destroy the
working conditions of those who stil!
have jobs. As a result, the bosses
have been able to reduce the size
of work gangs. In Finland, for ex-
ample, they were able to reduce the

gangs from 9-11 men to 4 or 5.
Madras, India cut the gang size from
15 to 11, while in Singapore a 3
man gang replaced the previous gang
of 17. With containerization, gangs
are even smaller. Bremen has a
standard gang of 3 working con-
tainers. In New York, even though
there are 17 man gangs, the Shipping
Association ciaims that gangs of only
3 men are al' that are needed for
containerized cargo, and there is no
doubt they will do their best to re-
duce the gangs to this figure.

The ILO report outlines the goz!
of the port employers in the con-
tainer age of the creation of a dock
‘abor force composed of ¢‘ a small
group of high'y moZile men prepared

have seen not only in the U.S., Bri-
tain and Sweden, but also in many
other countries from New Zealand,
Australia, Canada, Venezuela and the
African nations where dockers have
fought back against containerization.
As we said in the last issue of the
Bulletin, by continuing their ban on
the Tilbury container terminal, the
British dockers have shown the way.
With the backing of the Belgian and
Dutch dockers they have struck a
blow for dockers the world over.

Oniy the unity of portworkers in
every country and with the other
workers in the transport industry
can stop the drive of the capitalist
combines, backed by the governments,
to ‘‘modernize’’ at the expense of the
workers. The Workers League pro-
poses as an alternative to the bosses’
plans a united struggle for the
nationalization of the docks and
shipping under workers contro! and
without compensation to the em-
pioyers, as a fundamental part of
the fight for socialism.
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PREPARE THE FOURTH
CONGRESS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL

TROTSKYIST MOVEMENT

A call from the International
Committee of the Fourth International

THE WORLD political
situation continues to be
dominated by the French
events of May-June 1968
and the subsequent fall
of Gaullist Bonapartism
and the deepening (Crisis
of the Kremlin bureau-
cracy following its un-
successful  attempt to
crush the Czechoslovak
working class by military
intervention.

On the basis of the General
Strike of May-June 1968,
with its consequences for all
the advanced capitalist coun-
tries, and of the entry of the
Czech masses on to the road
of political revolution, the
dominant  political trend,
concentrated on Europe, can
be considered to be a general

upsurge of the working
class.
The revolutionary crisis

which followed the Second
World War surged through
the open breaches in imperial-
ism, notably of the old im-
perialist powers of Europe,
whether in the camp of the
‘victors’ or the vanquished.

With the aid of the Kremlin
bureaucracy, the world bour-
geoisie, grouped behind Ameri-
can imperialism, was able to
contain the revolutionary
wave, though not without
taking some heavy blows and
suffering defeats.

It lost eastern Europe, which
passed under the control of
the Kremlin bureaucracy. It
was unable to prevent the
victory of the Chinese Révo-
lution.

Important concessions had
to be made to the working
class in western Europe.

Kevolutionary developments
took place in a number of
economically backward coun-
tries dominated by imperialism.

Since then no decisive
defeat has been inflicted on
the working class anywhere in
the world.

The, limits ,of the pregarious ,

equilibrium established arter
the Second World War were
defined in the Yalta and Pots-
dam agreements. It was
nevertheless maintained, de-
spite being constantly called
into question, by the strength
and resources of American
imperialism and the political
power of the bureaucracy.

The character of the efforts
needed to maintain this equil-
ibrium meanwhile prepared
the way for its destruction.

The enormous resources and
power of US imperialism made
it the pillar of world imper-
ialism. The disproportion be-
tween this power and the
decadence of the imperialist
powers ‘of Europe and Japan
(victors no less than van-
quished) seemed to place on
the agenda the need for some
form of ‘super-imperialism’ in
which the ruling classes of
Europe and Japan would sink
to the level of comprador
bourgeoisies. But this was not
to be.

While the European ruling
classes in particular were
irremediably  decadent, the
European working class con-
stitutes a powerful, organic
unity with a rich class tradi-
tion and a high level of
political consciousness.

To reduce the European
bourgeoisies to comprador
status, dependent upon Ameri-
can masters, would require, in
the course of terrible class
struggles, the destruction of
the European working class.
To avoid such struggles, which
the . European bourgeoisies
were incapable of waging
successfully, the American
imperialists had to restore the
European ruling class, help
them reconstitute their states
and rebuild their economies.

That was the alternative to
the crushing of the working
class.

American imperialism thus
drew into itself the contradic-
tions of decadent European
capitalism and intensified its
own. As the price of its own
survival, American imperialism
nourished the parasitism of
the whole of world capitalism.

The crisis of the dollar and
of the world monetary system
shows that the account is now
falling due for payment.
Behind the ‘crisis of the
balance of payments’ stand all
the social contradictions of
world capitalism.

The historical contradictions
Pistior st srabnsaahan sl

of European capitalism remain
unresolved: indeed, they are
intensified as a result of the
way in which it was given new
shape on the old basis and
aggravated by the division of
Europe into two antagonistic
social systems and the loss of
assured outlets in the colonial
empire.

There is always a ‘solution’
to the crises of imperialism. A
‘solution’ could be found by
liquidating part of the fictitious
accumulated capital consisting
of nothing but book entries, by
opening up markets and invest-
ment fields in the workers’
states or by turning the arms
economy into a war economy.

Such ‘solutions’ would re-
quire heavy class war against
the working class in the
advanced countries of capital-.
ism and in the workers’ states.

A more or less protracted
war of extermination would be

required against the Soviet
Union and China.
Whole populations would

have to be wiped out in the
economically backward coun-
tries. European and Japanese
capitalism would have to be
subordinated to  American
imperialism.

All layers of the bourgeoisie
in all countries, including the
USA, would have to be sub-
ordinated to the ‘strong state’
embodying the general ‘his-
toric’ interests of monopoly
capital.

The present social and
political equilibrium is in-
tolerable  for imperialism.
Simply to maintain it means in
the short term an unprece-
dented economic, social fand
political crisis.

The crisis of imperialism is
intimately linked to the crisis
of the Kremlin bureaucracy
whose political power reached
its high point at the time of
Yalta and Potsdam and has
since continuously declined.

These crises interact. The
pontical power of the Kremlin
bureaucracy stems from de-
finite relations  established
before the Second World War
and extended by the victory
over  German imperialism
which cost 20 million lives,
the real sacrifice of the Soviet
working class.

It rests on the relations it
has established with the Soviet
working class, with the inter-
national working class through

the , Communist Party appar-
wlif 1
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atus and with the victorious
Allied powers in stemming the
revolutionary upsurge which
followed the imperialist war.

The instability of the re-
lations established between
the bureaucracy and the victor
powers was quickly revealed.
The world balance was altered
by the assumption of power by
the Chinese CP  against
Stalin’s wishes.

The split with the Yugoslav
Party and the development of
the Cold War also indicated
how wunstable these relations
were and how they tended to
deteriorate to the detriment of
the Kremlin bureaucracy.

The purges in the East
European countries and in the
Soviet Union between 1948
and 1953 marked a worsening
of the crisis. It became still
more acute on Stalin’s death

and the revolutionary ex-
plosions in East Berlin in
June, 1953.

It sharpened to a new pitch
in 1956 with the denunciation
of Stalin by the bureaucracy
itself and the revolutionary
outbreaks in Poland and Hun-
gary.

The split between the
Kremlin and the Chinese
bureaucracy carried it to a new
paroxysm.

Since then the whole inter-
national apparatus of Stalinism
has been cracking. The crisis
now rages in the highest
spheres of the bureaucracy
which tends to break up into
its component parts.

At the base of the crisis of
the bureaucracy and its inter-
national apparatus lies the im-
possibility of preserving the
equilibrium with imperialism
which it thought had been
established at Yalta and Pots-
dam. In fact imperialism has
never ceased its pressure—
economic, military and political
—on the USSR and the
countries of Eastern Europe.

The European working class
is in latent conflict with the
policies of the Communist
Parties as well as with the
reformist bureaucracies.

The defence of the Chinese
Revolution conflicts with the
interests of the Chinese bur-
eaucracy as well as more
directly with those of the
Kremlin bureaucracy.

The extension of the social
relations born of the October
Revolution to eastern Europe
is in conflict with the retention

[
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of.the privileges and power
enjoyed by the Kremlin bur-
eaucracy.

The development of the
productive forces of the USSR
and the countries of eastern
Europe becomes incompatible
with the bureaucratic admin-
istration of economic planning,
with the ‘norms’ of the ‘con-
struction of socialism in one
country’.

For the plan to develop the
many inter-related sectors of
an increasingly complex and
diversified economy it must be
elaborated, controlled and
applied by all the producers.

This can only be done if the
working class overthrows the
political power of the parasitic
bureaucracy . and regenerates
the workers’ state.

The Soviet economy must be
integrated with the inter-
national division of labour, not
as it is at ‘present, conditioned -
by the needs of imperialism,
but as part of a planned world
economy:

This requires the seizure of
power by the working class in
all the principal countries. But
the bureaucracies are tied
historically to the national
state soil on which they grew
up and upon which their
existence depends.

They arc therefore violently
opposed to the extension of
the proletarian revolution since
this would destroy the old
social anc¢ political relations
which gave them birth and
provide th=ir sustenance. -

Such a revolution would,
moreover, immediately find its
echo in th: countries of eastern
Europe a.d the USSR and
enable th. working class to
overthrow ‘he usurpers.

The wi !e equilibrium de-
scribed al e has thus become

untenable {he post-war period
has endec
Neither ‘he working class

nor impe: :lism can continue

with the existing relative
equilibriur Each seeks to
change it . its own advantage
and accc iing to radically

opposed ¢ ss interests.

The Kr- nlin bureaucracy is
caught be veen these fund-
amentally opposed social
forces and is cracking. All the
reformist, trade union and
other bureaucracies are also
caught in the same vice and
are being broken apart.

This crists does not spare
the Chinese bureaucracy. It
too is being torn apart, as was
shown in ‘the cultural revo-
lution’.

' The petty-bourgeois Bona-
partist leaderships such as
Castro, Boumedienne, Nasser,
etc., cannot escape the tor-
ment. The class struggles of
recent years are the prelude
to the confrontation of revolu-
tion and counter-revolution in
all countries.

The united struggle against
imperialism and the Kremlin
bureaucracy for the world
revolution and for socialism is
at the same time the struggle
for the construction of the
revolutionary International.

The proletarian revolution
and the construction of
socialism are objectively based
on the contradiction between
the growth of the productive
forces and the old forms
within which they are suffocat-
ing, i.e., private ownership of
the means of production and
national boundaries.

They are also based on the
need for the collective appro-
priation of the means of
production and the organiz-
ation on this basis of produc-
tion on a world scale in a
rational way working for the

satisfaction of  humanity’s
needs.
The working class, as a

world class, in which each
nationg] proletariatl is a
P + LI A S S L PR
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detachment, like a midwife
who delivers socialism, by its
struggle as a class. This
struggle culminates in the
taking of political power in
each country, the destruction
of bourgeois states and the
construction of workers’
states.

But the proletarian revolu-
tion and the construction of
socialism are not automatic
processes. On the contrary,
they proceed from conscious-
ness raised to the highest level;
for the first time humanity can
control the course of its
history and can consciously
bring about its  historic
development.

The need for a revolutionary
party springs from the’charac-
ter and from the historic
meaning of the proletarian
revolution and the construc-
tion of socialism. It springs
from the position and con-
ditions of the proletariat in
bourgeois society and from the
fact that the proletariat is
subjected ' to the pressure of
bourgeois society and the
ideologies arising from it, and
from the fact that, on the
other hand, the proletariat
reaches political consciousness
in the course of struggle.

Its organization as a class to
lead these struggles requires
the assimilation of the Marxist
method. The revolutionary
party politically centralizes
the proletariat, condenses,
develops and puts into action
the political consciousness of
the proletariat.

The revolutionary party of
each country is only fully
effective, only totally accom-
plishes its functions, only
attains the necessary level of
consciousness and  political
activity, as part of the Inter-
national, whose objective
must be to become the world
party of the  proletarian
revolution.

The construction
revolutionary party in each
country is inseparable from the
construction of the revolu-
tionary International.

All the setbacks of . the
world proletariat are setbacks
for the International. All
adaptations to the bourgeoisie
in each country and to world
imperialism are expressed in
the renunciation of proletarian
internationalism, which is
synonymous with the struggle

for the world proletarian
revohutton.—
And likewise, each step

forward by the world pro-
letariat is a step forward in
the struggle for the construc-

tion of the Fourth Inter-
national.
The Second International

failed on the outbreak of the
imperialist war and Lenin
asserted: a Third International
must be built.

The Bolshevik Party took
power and was the impetus
behind the construction of the
Third International. The rise
of the Kremlin bureaucracy
accompanied the destruction
of the Third International
which, before being finally
dissolved in 1943, had become
no more than an instrument of
the Kremlin bureaucracy.

Trotsky defended the theo-
retical and practical gains of
the world proletariat by
struggling for and founding the
Fourth International.

The joint crisis of im-
perialism and the Kremlin
bureaucracy, the imminence of
the proletarian revolution, the
need to unify the revelutionary
struggles against imperialism
with the revolutionary
struggles against the parasitic
bureaucracies; the need to
unify the revolutionary strug-
gles of the workers under the
rule of the Kremlin bureau-
cracy: the perspective of the
Socialist  United States of
Europe, of socialism, urgently
requires the construction of
the revolutionary International.

of the

No revolutionary party can
be built and accomplish its
tasks without being built as
part of the Fourth Inter-
national.

The International Committee
of the Fourth International
considers that the whole
situation, the course of the
class struggle, poses to all
organizations and revolution-
ary groups the construction of
revolutionary parties in every
country, in conjunction with
the construction of the revo-
tionary International.

The International Committee
of the Fourth International
considers that the revolution-
ary International can only be
built on the basis of the pro-
gramme of the Fourth Inter-
national elaborated in 1938 by
Leon Trotsky.

The Second International
and the Third International,
the social-democratic and
Stalinist parties, prove more
clearly every day that they
have failed in their mission.
They have definitively passed
over to the side of the
bourgeois order.

‘
~. W
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in acwordance with the organ-
izational structure defincd and
established by the Founding
Congress of the Fourtl Inter-
national (September 1933). In
its platform the Fourth Inter-
national concentrated  the
international experience of the
revolutionary Marxist move-
ment, and especially that which
rises out of the socialist
conquests of the October 1917
Revolution  in Russia. It
assimilates and  bases itself
upon all of humanity's pro-
gressive  social  experiences,
which lead to the expropria-

 tion of the capitalist class and

to the ultimate abolition of

classes.’

But we do not wish and do
not intend to conceal from
the vanguard of the world
proletariat or from the workers
that the pressure of the forces
of the bourgeoisie and
Stalinism has had devastating
effects on the organization o§
the Fourth International.

In both the ranks and in

the leadership of the Fourth
International the
have had
liquidationist tendencies who

Trotskyists
to fight against

Following the Second World War the world bourgeoisie sufiered its
greatest defeat in 1949 with the victory of the Chinese Revolution.

The Fourth International was -
—-—prochatmed in 1938 to organize

the international proletariat
and for the revolutionary con-
quest of power in every
country.

No organization in the
world has suffered as much as
the Fourth International from
the fierce blows of the
bourgeoisie and of Stalinism.

The militants who, with
Lenin and Trotsky, had
founded the Bolshevik Party
and the Third International,
the cadres of the international
Trotskyist movement and Leon
Trotsky himself, were hunted
down and assassinated.

Stalin tried to destroy the
thread of continuity that ties
the programme and organiz-
ation of the Fourth Inter-
national to the Third Inter-
national.

But Stalin did not succeed.

In 1938, in a period of
severe proletarian defeats, the
Fourth International, as a
programme and as an organ-
ization, was founded.

‘In all countries’, say the
statutes of the Fourth Inter-
national adopted in 1938, ‘the
members of the Fourth Inter-
national are organized into
parties or leagues, which
constitute the national sections
of the Fourth International
(World Party of the Socialist
Revolution).

‘The national sections are
formed on the platform and

abandoned the battlefield of
the class struggle and capit-
ulated to  Stalinism and
reformism; they tried to
destroy the Fourth Inter-
national, betraying its pro-
gramme and its organization.

The Trotskyist organizations
adhering to the International
Committee of the Fourth
International proclaim that
the Fourth International has
not failed.

Its programme. adopted in
1938, and completely verified
by the subsequent course of
history. gives the only answers
to the problems of the class
struggle raised in our epoch.

The present events in the
class struggle place  the
heaviest responsibilities on the
International Committee and
its sections.

The time has come to in-
tensify, simultanecously with
the fight for the construction of
revolutionary parties in each
country, the reconstruction of
the Fourth International.

To this end, the Inter-
national Committee presents
the perspective of a Conference

carried out on the basis of the
lessons of the struggle against
revisionism and of the con-
tinuation of this struggle.

‘The proceedings of this Third
Conference
necessity for the International
Committee to politically
prepare within 18 months the
Fourth International Confer-
ence, whose aim will be to
rally all Trotskyist organiz-

. clasg i T

emphasize the-

ations fighting for the pro-
gramme of the Fourth Inter-
national.

‘This will include a struggle
by the International Com-
mittee to rally to the ranks of
the Fourth International the
militants and groups who are
misled by the revisionist

leaders of the United
Secretariat.
‘In order to achieve the

tasks before, such a Confer-
ence, the International Com-
mittee myst organize an inter-
national- discussion on the
following subjects:

_-a) The building of revolu-
tionary parties on the basis of
the Programme in the context
of the concrete struggle for the
rebuilding of the International.

‘Trotskyists, organized as
sections of the Fourth Inter-
national, must struggle for
the construction of revolution-
ary parties based on the
Transitional Programme of the
Fourth International. They
carry the fight for this
programme and for the con-
struction of the Party as the
main basis of their work into
the mass organizations and
trade unions of the working
class, and in particular towards
the working-class youth, as
the principal source of new
forces for the Fourth Inter-
national. All such work is
subordinated to the main task
of constructing the Party.

‘The building of the Party
necessitates the production of
a newspaper able to fight
constantly for the overall
programme of the Party, to
raise the consciousness of the
working class in all spheres of
the class struggle. This fight
for the independent party is
the only basis for the defence
of the positions won in the
past by the working class, and
all tactical considerations are
subordinated to it. In ' con-
ditions where the tactic of
entry into existing working-
class parties is necessary, this
tactic is conducted in a
manner which subordinates it

to the main task of the
construction of the indepen-
dent party.

‘b) The unity of the inter-
national class struggle.

‘b) Defence by revolution-
ary methods of the conquests
of the international working
capitalist
countries, in the USSR, China
and all the countries which
have been removed from the
sphere of imperialism. This
discussion will be carried out
on the agreed framework of
the unconditional defence of
these states.’

The International Committee
has decided the following
agenda for this Conference:

1) The construction of
revolutionary parties on the
basis of the Transitional
Programme in the context of
the practical struggle for the
reconstruction of the Fourth
International.

2) The task to be accom-
plished in the period of immi-
nent revolution opened up by
the French General Strike of
May-June 1968 and the rise of
the political revolution in
Czechoslovakia.

This Conference will be
prepared at the end of January,
1970 by the publication of
political documents in the
organs of each section and by
the publication of an internal
bulletin reserved to members
of the sections.

‘As against the liquidationist
conclusions flowing from the
revisionist “division of the
world into sectors”, this
perspective emphasizes the
urgency of building indepen-
dent revolutionary proletarian
parties in the countries of
eastern Europe, USSR, and
China, and in the colonial and
semi-colonial countries.

‘This. central task. of..build-
ing independent revolutionary

parties stresses vet again the
essential  struggle for  the
political independence of the
working class, against the
politics of the Stalinist bur-
caucracy and reformist leader-
ships. This fight for the Party
implies a determined struggle
against syndicalism and all
ideas that a revolutionary
party can be spontaneously
produced from the working
class.

‘The International Confer-
stresses that the

ence
Trotskyist movement, in the
course of the struggle to

build the International, works
towards the creation of a
centralized leadership of the
world revolutionary party, in
a struggle organically linked
to the fight in each country
to rebuild revolutionary cen-
tralized = parties leading the
struggles of the masses.

“This building of parties and
of the International must be

open to all militant groups and
organizations, whatever their
political origins, which are the
product of the workers’ move-
ment and which, engaged in
the class struggle, feel the
pressing need for the construc-
tion of revolutionary parties
and the International, the
indispensable instruments for
the victory of the proletariat
in all countries and the inter-
national victory of the world
working class.

The preparation of this
Conference will be a political
struggle, organically linked
with that of each section, so
that on the basis of their
experience, militants and
cadres still grouped around the
revisionist and centrist organ-
izations of the ‘Unified
Secretariat’, young militants
coming into battle in the
context of present struggles in
the advanced capitalist coun-
tries, in the countries sub-
jected to the dictatorship of
the bureaucracy and in the
colonial and  semi-colonial
countries will organize around
the International Committee
for the reconstruction of the
Fourth International.

This perspective, the only
one orientated to the highest
level, that of the International,
of the construction of revolu-
tionary leadership of the
proletariat, of the international
unity of the class struggle, of
social revolution in capitalist
countries and political revolu-
tion in the USSR, China, and
the eastern European coun-
tries, requires preparation.

For this reason, the Inter-

national Committee is con-
voking a preparatory con-
ference reserved to its
sections in February 1970
which, resting upon the
decisions of the Third Con-
ference of April 1966, and

drawing up the balance sheet
of its activity and that of its
sections since that date,
confronting its orientations
with the development of the
class struggle, places the
strategic problems of the con-
struction of  revolutionary
parties in each country, within
the context of the reconstruc-
tion of the Fourth Inter-
national at the centre of its
debate.

‘The essential unity of the
international class  struggle,
flowing from the international
character of the joint crisis of
imperialism and the bureau-
cracy, implies the direct
consequence of the necessity
of building Trotskyist parties
in every country.
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adalen 31

BY TOM GORDON

Adalen 31 is set during the 193}
generai strike in the Swedish mill
town of Adalen., Concentrating on the
human relationships, director Wider-
berg skilfully sets the scene of a
summer idyll during a luil in the
long strike. The worker father cf
the fiim’s central family catches a
fish to suppiement their meager diet.
The bosses consume a sumptuous
wandquet complete with wineand cigars
afterward. The worker’s son Kjell
studies music with the boss’s wife
and vegins an affair with her daugh-
ter. Al seems calm,

But the mill owners have decided
that due to lowered profits ‘‘equality
of sacrafice,”” meaning pay cuts and
the importation of strikebreakers, is
toc ze the order of the day.

When the scabs and the troops to
protect them arrive, the strikers
attack and drive the scabs from the
town. But Kjell’s father, Harald,
tinds up the wounds of cne of the
strikebreakers. The militant strike
‘eaders denounce him, declaring that
the struggie has reached an inten-
sity that permits no compromises.

A mass meeting is called by the
strike leadership. They display the
wounds of children beaten by the
troops during the battle. The'strikers
vote to march to the next town tc
mobiiize wider support. Kjel: and
Harald decide to join the march
«nd the strikers leave town singing
the Internationale.

FIRE

They are met with fire from 2
hidden machine gun set up by the
troops. Five including Hara!d are
killed. Kjel! in a memorable scene
accompanies hisfather’s corpse home
to the scream of factory whisties
mourning. He seeks out his lover,
the boss’s daughter, She has been
sent to Stockholm for an abortion.
The militants were right. From
now on compromise is impossible.

This film portrays the most mili-
tant willingness to struggle among
youth and the working class, It
finishes with Kjeli ending the mourn-
ing for his father by a call to strike
action, and with the generai strike
which toppted the Swedish Christian-
Jemocratic government and instiled
the Sociat-Democratic government in
its place. ~ As Widerberg states,
‘‘inequality sti:: exists in Sweden.”’
The implication is that we must
continue the battie waged by the
workers at Adalen.

That hattle must be carried for-
ward and directed by the revolution-
ary party--which is no where in
Widerberg’s fi.m--in order to end
inequ.iity not cnly in Sweden out
everywhere on this planet.

Revelutionzry socialists can give
only the utmost encouragementto Mr.
widerserg’s efforts towards his next
fim which is to be about the Wceboiies.
Acdz.en 3 is a great step into the
po-itica! implications of inte: persona:
re:ations, a step ferward frcm Mr:.
widerderg’s wvisualiy exquisite ut
ctherwise insipid E.vira Madigun.

Ad:ten 3. shows 2 giimpse of tie
stunning insight into scciai rewlity
which the fusion of art with 2 c:nss-
censcious outlecok can give., We re-
cecmmend it to evervone. With the
working c.iss ceming onte the poli-
tic.. scene intern.tion..: v, we ccnex-
pect inc werk towards mose fi ms of
this nigh qui ity

EASY RIDER-- A GLORIFICATION
OF BOURGEOIS ' FREEDOM’

BY LOU BELKIN

The past year has witnessed a
spate of occuit and ‘‘drug-culture’’
musicals, books, rock festivals and
films. Commencing with ‘““Rose-
mary’s Baby’’ and ‘‘Head’’ right up
to the current rage ‘“Easy Rider’’,
the moguls of big business in Holly-
wood, Paris, and Rome have sought
to glorify this ‘‘culture of youth,”’
channeling the anxiety, frustration
and militancy of young people back
into liberalism and capitalism,

The salient importance of film,
which can reach vast numbers of
working class and student youth
suddenly thrown into major world-
wide struggles can never be mini-
mized. While on the one hand the
crisis of capitalism finds its im-
mediate reflection in the ursurge
of student militancy, it has also
led to the loss of hundreds of studio
and acting jobs, and in Britain and
America in particular, the closing
down of major studios--Cricklewood
in London and Paramount in Holly-
wood. Hollywood, which formerly
produced 100-125 fiims per year
(second only to Japan), has but 19
(including ¢“B’’ films) in the cans
and only thirteen scheduled for all
of 1970. About 40 are produced
with the cooperation (and subser-
vience) of European capital, but the
critical situation of the franc, lira
and ultimately the dollar have re-
sulted in the loss of thousands of
European technical and acting jobs.

In other words fiims :ike “Easy
Rider’’, produced independently for
$385,000 realize a return of millions
of dollars for investors ( in this
case, the hanks). The tendency then
is for fewer mammoth productions
which result in tens of millions in
profits or the low-budgeted indepen-
dent. The overall film employment
picture grows bleaker and bleaker--
indeed Hollywood is fast on the verge
of collapse.

ESCAPISM

Capitalizing on the so-called
‘‘youth culture’’ millions of dollars
are being poured into pictures iike
‘“Easy Rider’’, representing a new
form of escapism--escapism into
drugs and mysticism as substituted
for the very life-like problems of
war, racism, poverty and unemploy-
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ment, Of course the ““freckle-faced-
bumpkin - meets - the -swinging -
city-slicker’’ standardform of Holly-
wood and Italian cinema still have
their place, but the ‘“Easy Rider’
mystique is far more important for
the capitalists at this point. The
absolute necessity of glorifying fren-
zied youth-tripping-out at Woodstock
(soon to be made into fno less than
four separate films), the return to
communal living and God, the lush-
ness and gleam of the motorcycle
cult find their most pristine ex-
pression in ‘“Easy Rider’’, directed
by Jennis Hopper, with Feter Fonda,

g g “

Dennis Hopper and Jack Nicholson.

The film is nothing more or less
than a hymn to ‘‘bourgeois freedom’’
gone hog-wild. The story is ele-
mental. Two petty-bourgeois drop-
outs (Fonda and Hopper) who also
double as drug-peddlers, get away
from it all on two gleaming Harley
Davidsons, roaming about the South-
west like Irish tinkers, selling co-
caine and marijuana todepraved littie
rich boys, hoarding loads of money
in the meantime, and finally, and
expectedly, meeting death at the hands
of Southern farmers. In between,

TR
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THE ILLUSIONS OF BOURGEOIS FREEDOM GOING HOG WILD

Laszlo Kovacs provides gorgeous
color photography (mostly from
moving vehicles) with a perspi-
cacous eye for bits and pieces of
the Southwest--from arcane moun-
tains, rural gutter-shacks and grassy
plains to hippy communes and New
Orleans Mardi Gras. They encounter
the youthful Southern liberal lawyer
the epitome of impotence, ineptitude,
naivete, superbly played by Jack
Nicholson.

It is not simply a moral question
of two hippies consuming far too much
screen time while the world isfalling
apart, as Sarris, the Village Voice’s

critic would have us believe.
question here is the _inability of
liberalism to contain any longer the
upsurge of student and youth radicali- .
zation on the one hand, and the
economic and political instability of
world capitalism on the other., Fonda
and Hopper assume, then, heroic
roles; they are the new ‘‘stars’’ on
the horizon, and every pan, every
cut ( the use of dissolves: images
superimposed on other images), the
deplorable use of current rock favo-
rites, the low-angle tilt-ups, pre-
senting the ‘‘heroes’’ as bigger than
life’’--all of these tricks are cal-
culated to keep the images fast in
the mind, to hang-on, so to speak.

The very glorification of their
“‘freedom’’ is the foundation of this
film, the real propaganda weapon in
the hands of the bankersand business-
men who finance, distribute and ex-
hibit this film. No matter that
Fonda, after the lawyer isbludgeoned
by the local farmers, realized his
true social role: that of drugpeddler,
and not at all free, but dependent
on the whims of his buyers for
money.

The important thing as they are
suddenly and swiftly gunned down, is
that the film speaks to the youth,
and. pretends to solve the dilemma
of youth through dropping-out and
drug taking. It provides a screen
of cgnfusion and downright reaction-
ary politics for youth, to keep up

The

their faith in reformism and in the

totally idealistic pose that despite
everything, all will turn cut ‘‘hap-
pily ever after.’’ ‘

Let it be said absolutely clearly
that the only road to a happily ever
after life is the revolutionary road
to socialism--away from drugs and
mysticism and with the international
working class in struggle against
capitalism,
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