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by Fred Mueller

The Poor People’s Campaign
is in grave danger. Precisely
because of the overwhelming
support of the masses of the
poor--Black, White, Mexican,
Puerto Rican, Indian--thelea-
dership is-.running scared. Its
program now is to hold back
the struggle, send Negro youth
home, erect a fence around
ResurrectionCity to keep the
poor isolated, postpone the
great Memorial Day demon-
stration when it was gaining
real stremgth in the trade
unions, dissipate the militancy
of the poor already in Wash-
ington through token demon-
strations and token arrests,
Abernathy and Company do
this because they know full
‘well that the politicians of
the two boss parties can and
will give the poor nothing.
Instead they have already an-
nounced their intentions of
-cutting $8 billion out of domes -
tic spending, and Federal sup-

port to dependent children,
a $10 tax hike on all workers,

But the preachers cannot

succeed,” The movement will
push on despitethem and place
their just demands at the doors
of Congress -- over the heads
of the leadership ifnecessary.
The poor will wait calmly no
more. They will discover in
the course. of this great strug-
gle that they, like their bro-
thers and sisters in France
must go beyond mere protest
to a direct struggle for power
in America.
support

For this they meed-the—sup—-

port of the mass of Ameri-
can workers in the trade uni-
ons, The Workers League is
fighting for this support. The
Workers League is fighting

by Jeff Sebastian

SAN FRANCISCO- As this
is being writtenSan Francisco
State College is exploding into
what may become another Col -
umbia. Indeed, the PL-SDS
leadership seem determined
to learn nothing from the Col-
umbia struggle. Their polit-
ical perspective is designed
to lead masses of students
against the 8.F, tactical po-
lice force armed only with
the slogan ‘we shall win’,

Workers must take a ser-
ious look atthe political meth-
ods of these tendencies. Pre-
cisely the same methods are
brought into the working class
movement under the slogans of
‘rank and file militancy’ and
‘bread and butter demands’,
In both cases the purpose is
the same -- to keep politics
out of the struggle. This can
only lead to confusion and de-
feat.

The present struggle on State
developed out of student de-
mands onthe administrationto
throw ROTC off campus, re-
hire Juan Martinez, a Mex-
ican-American professor
dumped for his radical pol-
itical views, admit at least
400 Third World students and
hire more Third World pro-
fessors,

ethiopia
A sit-in of several hun-
dred students in the admini-

to build the Poor People’s
March despite its leadership.
The Workers League proposes
that this great force of the
poor, the trade unions and the
students take up the political
struggle for a labor party in
America.

Tne importance of the Poor
People’s Campaign lies in the
demands it is making and the
mass working class support it
is receiving. It must not be
seen simply as the creation of
the official leadership of the
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, supported by
various trade union bureau-
crats, It is much much more
than that, Tt is the response

of these leaders to the deep-
ening crisis of capitalism, a
crisis which is highlighting
the continuing plight of the
poor, of the unorganized and
unemployed workers, and of
Negro- and other minority
workers in particular., It is
the response of these leaders
to the growing class struggle,
the growing militancy of the
workers and the Negro mas-
ses in particular. The Poor
People’s Campaign is a vehi-
clé “of struggle through which
the workers will learn about
capitalism’s crisis and the
bankruptcy of all the official

leaders..
" 1t is becoming clearer and
—

not the masses of workers,

campaign.,
poverty or ghetto conditions
now,

building the ghetto,

stands, He is a.very real

the Negro and of all workers.,

stration building was answer-
ed by the administration with
the police. Students were
clubbed down and several doz-
en were arrested. When the
students escalated the sit-in
the next day ‘liberal’ president
Summerskill who ordered the
cops in added a bizarre touch
by throwing up his hands and
jumping on a champagne flight
to Ethiopia where he hopes to

‘secure a new job, Presum-

ably the prospects for aca-
mic freedom are brighter in
Haile Selasie’s feudal king-
dom,

The removal of Summerskill
represents a move to the right,
The new administration can
be expected to deal with stud-
ents in a much more heavy
handed fashion. Already they
have demonstrated this with
their refusal to permit a ref-
erendum on the ROTC ques-
tion. S.F. State will deal with
the student protestors withall
the brutality that the Columbia
administration displayed.
They will not hesitate, if nec-
essary, to shut down the un-
iversity and brutalize thous-
ands of students with their
police power,

Thus, all the armed power
of the state is arrayedagainst
the students when they begin
a real fight for a few modest
demands. The question posed
before the students is how do
they take on this state power

A look at the response of the leading capitalist candidates
to the Poor People’s Campaign will show why the workers
must fight for their own party:

RICHARD NIXON: Congress should ‘ ‘completely reject’’
the demands of the Poor. People’s Campaign.
needed is private initiative and help to black capitalists,

RONALD REAGAN: The Poor People’s Campaign is a
‘‘hoax on the poor’’ because it ‘‘engenders false hopes.’’
EUGENE McCARTHY: He supports the ‘‘goals’’ of the
He has never proposed any legislation to fight

He has voted against even token civil rights meas-
ures on the phony grounds that they could alienate moderate J
and conservative support for other measures.

HUBERT HUMPHREY: We’ve pever had it so good. Now
is the time for happiness and national unity.

NELSON ROCKEFELLER: While Rockefeller has been
pretty quiet on the campaign itself, his tremendous slash
in the New York Medicaid benefits shows how he proposes

“to deal with the crisis of the bosses’ system and their
government--through attacks on the poor arrld onall workers,

ROBERT KENNEDY:; His only programmatic suggestion
is the idea of tax incentives to attract industry into re-

He proposes to fight poverty by fat-
tening up big business. Even Johnson has been able to

mm

enterprise cannot carry out significant programs in the

ghetto with or without tax incentives.
GEORGE WALLACE: No one needs to be told where he

What is

and has no program to offer

and very dangerous enemy of

and win. PL and SDS promptly
revealed that they don’t have
the slightest idea of the
answer,

In a meeting of over 400
students called to plan strat-
egy the only thing this lead-
ership could come up with was
a ‘mill-in’ to disrupt the func-
tioning of the university. Ab-
solutely no preparation was
made in the very likely event
that they are driven out of
the buildings and arrested.
PL-SDS will simply call an-
other meeting to decide on
their next reaction.

cynical

We must be very. blunt
in describing the real per-
spective of these cynical man-
ipulators. Theyare complete-
ly conscious of the fact that
their tactics will bring in the
police. In fact, they welcome
it. In a disgusting display
of cynicism one SDSer arose
to point out that if they were
chased from the buildings by
the police there was an excel-
lent possibility that innocent
bystanders would be clubbed
down as well. Quoting Mao
he explained that they were
like the fish in the sea and
therefore indistinguishable
from the other students. Not
to be outdone one SWP-YSAer
rose to extol the effect of the
visual impact of students see-

clearer that the Revs. Aber-
nathy, Lafayette, Jackson,
Bevel apd all the others are
not even as committed to a
militant non-violent confron-
tation with the government as
the late Dr. King was. Now
they have added Bayard Rustin
to their staff. Rustin helped
organize the 1963 March on
Washington, and now he is co-
ordinating the mass march
which has been postponed from
May 30 to June 19, Before
King’s assassination Rustin
was known to be hostile to the
militant campaign being plan-
ned. His new role is therefore
a very ominous sign, especi-
ally since June 19 is a work-
ing day when many workers
will be unable to attend. Rus-
tin and the other leaders have
nothing more than a repeat
of 1963 in mind. If they think
that this alone can improve
their position of influence in
the Negro movement or secure
any serious reforms for the
Negro masses, they are quite
mistaken, The crisis of capi-
talism makes anything but
more phony promises impos -~
sible to achieve without a
struggle which goes beyond
what the middle class prea-
chers are ready for.

phoneys
Other ominous signs of the
leadership’s intentions arethe
big publicity given to figures
like Mrs. Bobby Kennedy and
Vice President Humphrey

City headquarters in Washing-
ton. On May 22 the leader-
ship sent 200 ghetto §outh
from Chicago and Detroit back

student insurrection at sf state

ing their fellow students
chased about by the police,
In other words the armed
might of the state is to be
fought by provoking a con-
frontation that will so enrage
the campus that a riot will
ensue, Thus the essence of
the PL-SDS perspective is to
provoke a futile bloodbath,

When one somewhat timid
professor arose to protest that
they were bringing on another
Columbia the entire group of
400 broke into cheers, The
Columbia students were de-
feated. Apparently this does
not matter,

This is PL and SDS’s last
chance, All year they led a
series of demonstrations and
confrontations that won them

nothing but the distrust of the .

majority of the student body.
Now they hope for one last
fling two weeks before school
ends.
Only the Workers League
has been fighting for a pol-
itical perspective thatcanarm
students to win, For this
we are answered by PL with
the discredited slanders of
Stalin’s heyday. Like Stalin,
those who prepare new blood-
baths can only answer the
Trotskyists with cries of
fascist and police agent. We
are building a movement that
will leave no doubt in the
minds of students and workers
why these people canonlydeal

home with the explanationthat
they had been rowdy and unco-
operative, The leaders were
completely unable to commu-
nicate with or control these
youth., They cannot lead the
youth because they give them
no program of action, no per-
spective of anything but rou-
tine lobbying and meetings.
There is a serious danger that
the campaign can become
completely isolated from mil-
itant youth and younger work-
ers,

fight

The fight must be taken more
and more into the wunions,
especially to the rank and
file workers. Make the unions
fight to send large rank and
file delegations on June 19
The wunions must begin or-
ganizing theunemployed in the
South and nationwide. The real
role of the Democratic and
Republican agents of the bos-
ses must be exposedagainand
again as part of the fight fora
labor party which will fight'
for all workers, The workers
need political power to win
all the demands of the Poor
People’s Campaign andsmash
racism and poverty for good.

Support the Poor People’s
March! Full union support
to Negro and other minority
workers! All out on June
19th,

Fight for a shorter work
week to provide millions of
jobs for all workers! Bil-

Wm for housing, schools and
appearance at Resurrection Frving |

JUExpose the Democratic and,
Republican big business poli-
ticians!  Fight for a labor
party now!

with us with slanders,

The Workers League says
to S.F. State students that you
can only answer the force of
the state by organizing an even
more powerful force. Our
perspective has been fully
confirmed by the magnificent
events in France., Students
can successfully confront the
power of the state when they
succeed in forging a united
front with the working class a-
ganst the state. The slogan
of ‘student power’is an illu-
sion designed to keepstudents
separated from the class.

‘sepport

Students must fight to get
support from the ghettos for
the demands they are rais-
ing. POLICE. OFF THE
CAMPUS AND OUT OF THE :.
GHETTOS! FREE EPUCA-..,
TION FOR WORKING CLASS-°
STUDENTS! BILLIONS FOR
EDUCATION!

Don’t let this fight be con-
fined simply to the campus.
The issues involved are the
same as those at Columbia,
In fact the struggle of stud-
ents against the state poses
exactly the same questions
that brought on the French
general strike. The strug-
gle at State must express its
solidarity withallthese strug-
gles, DEGAULLE OUT!
JOHNSON OUT! KENNEDY
OUT! WORKERS IN!
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DIRECT FROM RESURRECTION CITY

by Carlos Baez

WASHINGTON--In an at-
tempt to ‘““purify’’ itself,today
the leadership of the Poor
People‘s Campaign expelled
from its encampment about
200 youth from the Chicago‘s
West side and Detroit areas.
The reasons commonly given
for this expulsion is that the
youth had participated in acts
of petty thievery, drinking and
not getting along with white
members of the campaign,

I had the opportunity of
speaking with many of the
youth the morning before they
boarded buses back to the
ghettos where they came from
and interestingly enough many
legitimate complaints were
raised by these youngpeople,
One which T feel was their
central grievance was thelack
of activity which they found
once they got to Ressurec-
tion City, To try to paint
these youth as hoodlums is
to distort the truth, for many
of these youth made the long
trek of the marchfrom Marks,
Mississippi to Washington,
D.C.

frustrated
Who are these young peo-

ple Wwho could not be inter-
grated into the movement of
the poor? Essentially,they
are the epitome of wurban
poverty,  Unemployed, gang
members, rioters, etc. Their
acts are those of frustrated
youth who have no faith in
the capitalist system, andthe-
ir behavior is typical of ghetto
life, 1t is interesting to note
that the leadership does not
object to the presence of Mid-
dle class Black Nationalist
who go around the encamp-
ment selling their ‘‘Black
Capitalism‘¢ literature, for
the leadership knows that
these youngsters are satisfied
with an intellectual confront-
ation with the politicians on
Capitol Hill whereas the work-
ing class youth from Chicago
and Detroit posed a confront-
ation of a different sort--
either the demands of the
poor were met or they’d
burn down the town, like
they had done back home.

The burning of Washington
D.C. will not in itself bring
about any concession from

the capitalist politicians. This
is evident from the results
of five continuous summers
of ghetto uprisings, out of
which the only change that
has taken place is the size
and type of police armament.

leadership

But the question of leader-
ship falls on those who head
the march, and their failure
to communicate with a vital
section of the poor, the im-
poverished youth of the slums
who raise questions which
must be answered.

Many of these young people
joined the march in the first
place because of the militant
sound in the early days of
the campaign, Once in Wash-
ington these youth demanded
an adherence to the militant
action so much talked about.
only to be subjected to shack
building, and once this was
accomplished, to idleness.

The Blackstone Rangers
are back in Chicago and the
campaign leadership feels a
sense of relief. This of course
is unrealistic, for right in
Ressurection City‘s backyard
exists one of the worst ghettos
in this country. The youth of
Washington D.C. who are con-
stantly hanging around the en-
campment must be dealt with,
Where will they be dispatched
to? 1In answer to the above
question, the leadership must
come to the realization that
the question of a program
must be dealt with. A pro-
gram which can offer mean-
ingful answers tothe questions
which face working class
youth, This program must

be a political one, independent
of the political parties which

run this country in the inter-
est of the rich.

How can the leaders of
the march expect discipline
among the youth, when the
only thing they have to offer
them are bull sessions with
the same politicians who,with-
out regard for human life,cut
welfare programs, hike up
taxes and pass other legis-
lation which attack the living
conditions of the worker and
the poor.

N.A.ALP
vouTH COUNGH

the 200 youth sent

home were frustrated

by leadership’s lack
of militancy
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by Dennis O‘Casey
The coming to power of the Dubcek regime
represents a fundamentally reactionary and dan-
gerous trend inCzechoslovakianevents., For;Marx-
_ists the differentiation now opening up within
the Czech bureaucracy does not pose the question
of siding even critically with Dubchek or the re-
cently deposed Novotny. Tt poses rather the poli-
tical overthrow of this bureaucracy as part of
the wider struggle to lead the working class on
the road to political revolution throughout the
Peoples Democracies, the USSR, and China,

The Czech ‘‘democratization’’ now considerably
in advance of similar reform movements in Ru-
mania, Hungary, and Yugoslavia arose out of the
contradictions between tnhe need of the advanced
industrial Czech economy and the stagnation im-
posed on it Novotny’s policies of subordinating
Czechoslovakia to the economic and diplomatic
needs of the USSR and the Eastern European
Community (Comecon).

concessions
Seizing upon what by 1963 had become a major

economic downturn- Dubchek rose to power-basing
himself on concessions to sizeable layers of middle
class technocrats and other bourgeois and petty
.bourgeois elements inside and outside the party
who had decided that their appetities for Western
,affluence could only be met by deeper integration
of the Czech economy with Western capitalism,
The sweeping economic reforms of the New
-Economic Model drawn up by a battery of. Czech
economists headed by Ota Sik in 1963 were intro-
;duced on a nationwide basis in 1967, Their
paramount aim was to increase productivity and
efficency in the Czech economy to enable it to
participate more competitively and therefore on
a more expanded scale in the world market.
This isto beachievedbythe gradual replacement
of centralized administrative planning mechanisms
with the introduction of market mechanisms in
the Czech economy. . This means not only decen-
tralized planning but the end to state subsidies
to enterprises who cannot pull their weight under
market pressures. The replacement of govern-
ment prescribed prices with free fluctuating market
prices puts pressure on each enterprise to realize
profit out of which investments and loans are to
be financed as well as to encourage individual
incentive among the managerial strata,

bereawcracy

‘'he problem is not that the trend towards
wider use of bourgeois norms of distribution
will not increase productivity and therefore the
overall social surplus, The reactionary character
of these reforms lies in the fact that this gain
in productivity isto accrue not to the working class
but at its expense to the bureaucracy in the form
of TV sets and luxury apartments and to western
capitalism in the form of profits, .

Under these conditions the NEM incorporated
now into Duchek’s ¢‘action program’’ mustbe called
by its right name: a deepening of the exploitation
of the Czech working class,

The NEM openely calls for more pronounced
differentiation between wages of white and blue
collar workers. The gradual elemination of price
controls on consumer goods will inevitably mean
inflation which has risen 30% in Yugoslavia since
reform. 1967 saw shoe prices rise 5%, .res-
taurant meals 5%, potatoes 7%, fruit 8% and vege-
tables 10% in Czechosolvakia, Workers have been
frankly told the reforms will mean sacrifices.
It is conceded that tens of thousands of workers
will have to be shifted to other places and occu-
pations., Thousands of others are to go ona dole
of 60% of average net earnings as various. enter-
prises are phased out and supercedeed by more
profitable ones. This is not mention the increased
‘drive to reduce conditions for workers in every
way which will have to be opened up by the new
cost conscious, profit conscious trusts, Finally

. it should not be overlooked that the introduction
of profit orientation into the economy means the
gradual gearing of the economy away from many
areas of social need.

market

Related to theexploitative character of these
reforms is the danger they pose in terms of
opening Czechoslovakia to the fiscal crisis raging
in the capitalist economies. As the Czecheconomy

_ becomes more and more dependent on the world
. market the Czech bureaucracy with no strategy
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MAY DAY 1946 IN PRAGUE-- STALINISM REMAINS
tor the overthrow of the international bourgeoisie
must inevitably become increasingly subservient
to the political requirements of imperialism. This
is precisely where vplans to gradually erode the
Czech monopoly on foreign trade exposing domestic
producers to competition by foreign concerns and
thereby gradually eliminating the disparity between
domestic and world prices must lead,

Negotiations are under way to allow joint own-
ership of auto factories between the Czech Sloda
and the French Renault. Similar deals are being
negotiated with Britain for autp parts, textiles,
and machine tool companies. Krupp is also ex-
tremely interested in this and very significantly
several. U,S, firms are beeoming involved in
negotiations, Thus Western capitalists are being
invited to Czechoslovakia to directly exploit Czech
workers with the full blessing of the liberal
‘‘reformers,”’

Already Czech economists think in terms of
participation in the IMF while Dubchek makes
tacit agreements to remain silent on Vietnam and
even negotiates indemnification of expropriated
US-Czech pre-1948 holdings in order to create
a favorable trade relation with the United States.
Economic integration with ‘capitalism within the
confines of the theory and practice of ‘‘Socialism
in One Country’ is leaving the door wide .open
to capitalist restoration, This is the greatest
crime Dubchek is perpertrating against the Czech
working class, '

Dubchek’s lifting of the censorship ban, the
launching of a national campaign against Stalinist
blood purges in Czechosolvakia since 1948 and the
whole ‘‘political liberalization’’ which has acc-
ompanied reform is being utilized by Dubchek
solely for the purpose of purging the Czech
Communist Party of the Novotny forces who have
impeded reforms at every step. That Dubchek’s
attacks on the working class should proceed.under
the guise of political liberalization rather than
repression as in Rumania is only a reflection
of the tremendous strength of the Czech working
class issuing from its important role in the social
transformation of 1948 and thus the fear it in-
spires in the bureaucracy.

orces
The key point regarding the new climate of
political liberalization is that it brings into the
arena of struggle against old guard Stalinism
agressive forces both to the right and to the left
of Dubcek--forces that neither Dubcek nor Novotny
nor even the Red Army can necessarily contain,
On the right are those forces towards whom

Dubcek is accomodating himself--elements within
and without the bureaucracy concerned primarily
with the maintenance of their political and economic
privileges. Many of these elements are seeking
a new life for the Catholic: dominated Peoples
"party and the Socialist party who today couch their
real hostility towards socialism behind slogans
of Czech nationalism and the seemingly democratic
demand for the return to multiparty rule. There
are as well the representatives of Western cap-
italism whose relations with Czechosolvakia will
be governed at all times by a strategy of rein-
forcing restorationist tendancies inside Czechoslo-
vakia, It is these forces that are now taking the
lead in channeling the anti-bureaucratic moods
of the Czech youth into reactionary displays of
Czech nationalism as with the demonstration re-
cently recently held in honor of Jan Masaryk.

contradictory
This is not to say that Ducek or his supporters

in the bureaucracy are themselvréisréimply a force

of restoration. Such would be a one-sided ags-
essment, In understanding their real role it is
necessary always to return to the contradictory
and parasitic character of the Stalinist bureaucracy
whether of the Dubcek or the Novotny stamp,
This bureaucracy acts at one and the same time
to defend the privileges it has usurped from the
working class and to defend the social property
relations issuing from the October Revolution’
from which it sucks itslivelihood. Thus over and
over again the Dubcek regime sincerely maintains
its loyalty to the nationalized property forms
in the face of criticism from the Kremlin and
other Eastern Europeanledders., The point however
is that in so much as the defense of its privileges
require in Czechosolvakia concessions to restor-
ationist elements these privileges come into sharp
conflict with and jepordize the national property
forms independent of the will of the individual
bureaucrats.

1t is the inability of groups like the Progressive
Labor Party to come to grips theoretically with
the contradictory nature of the Soviet bui'eaucracy
that has led them to the absurd conclusion that
the Soviet Union is a capitalist state and now that |
there is a fascist regime in Czechosolvakia.

‘youth
Although at this stage the events in Czecho-

‘solvakia have not taken the form of an open

differentiation between the working class and the
bureaucracy clearly the force upon whom this

‘tasks falls are the Czech youth, At the same

time sections of the youth are temporaily drawn
into reactionary expressions by their hostility
to the bureaucratic Czech leadership the ferment
amonst the youth will not neccesarily be placated
before they have been dredged a great deal more
of the Stalinist past to the surface. Already
it is the youth that is inthe forefront of the struggle
to rehabilitate the victims of Stalinism. Already

the youth have come into the streets in support

of the wuprisings of students in West Germany
and Poland, the latter, in particuar, drawing sharp
warnings from the Dubcek regime. Nor will
the significance of the events in France be easily
lost on these Czech youth,
The resolution of the present crisis lies in
the linking up of the struggles of the Czech youth
with the Czech working class which is already
chaffing under the burden of reform.

forward
The question, however, is not back to Stalinism,

but forward to real proletarian democracy, through
political revolution. It is on the basis. of the
demand that political power be returned -to the
working class in the form of soviet rule that a
fighting alliance between the workers and the youth
can be achieved,

Central to the development and leadership
of this struggle is the need for the construction
of a section of the Fourth International on Czecho-
solvakian soil.

This is the advantage to which the present
‘1liberalization’” must be put. All too soon the
fear that precisely such a struggle will open up,
which is the real basis for the Kremlin’s hostility

and even military and economic provocations
towards Czech events, will begin to grip the re-
formers themselves. ’

We must be clear however as to what is meant
when we raise the slogan of political revolution
in Czecho8lovakia. The political revolution is not
simply a matter as recent articles in the Militant
poses it of further working class pressure on the

Dubcek regime aimed at forcing him to go beyond
reform to the institution of proletariandemocracy.
‘“‘Destalinization’’ falls completely on its face
as a characterization of Czech ‘‘democratization.”’
The danger of restoration the SWP maintains is
weak and ‘‘the international situation,.hardly fa-
vorable to reinforcing. .’’ isin fact clearly present.
We are not in a period of the stabilization of
capitalism and the Stalinist bureaucracies. Rather
the period is one characterized by intense crisis
throughout the capitalist world which is more and
more of neccesity reflected within the Stalinist
bureaucracies. More and more the privileges of
the bureaucracy will pose threats to the conquests
of October far more serious than the Cezch
democratization, .
Contrary to the revisionist theories of th SWP
there is no progressive role for Stalinism. The
defense of the working class and its past conquests
in Czechoslovakia and in every workers state
under conditions of this crisis thrusts to the top
of the agenda precisely this question of political
revolution, o K

I Tk e ey St
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by Dan Fried ~

The decision of America’s
capitalist rulers, represented
by the Johnson Administration
to enter into peace negotia-
tions with North Vietnam was
a near desperate attempt by
U.S. imperialism to salvage
something in Vietnam. When
Johnson  stole the thunder
of the ‘doves’ with his ann-
ouncement of the partial
bombing halt and the decision
not to seek re-election, the
U.S, forces have yet to re-
cover from the Tet offensive
of the NLF in Saigon; demor-
alization was growing thr-
oughout the U.8, Army and
Marine forces as the NLF
increasingly showed that it
could strike any place, any

time, with great force and it

has the overwhelming support
of the Vietnamese workers and
peasants united in_their hos

revolution,

front,’’

Hanoi is Wwilling t n

pare a behind-the-scenes deal
with the Kosygin-Brezhnev
bureaucrats of the Soviet Un~-
ion who they hope will be able
to pressurize Hanoi intoa deal
leaving the U.S. some form of
continued domination of South-

east Asia,

Up to now, the continued
strength and combativity of
the Vietnamese forces against
the U.S. has been the big
stumbling block for Johnson

and Kosygin who would glad-

ly sell out the Vietnamese
The Vietnamese
have correctly said that:
‘‘Fighting while negotiating is
aimed at opening another
We say, good! U.S.
forces have absolutely no right
to be in Vietnam, let alone
to bomb North Vietnam! There
can be no compromise on this.

Hints 1in the press that
tiat

U.S. deaths for any two week
period since the war began.
The U.S. rulers are not about
to stop sending more Ameri-
can-boys to slaughter as long
as they think they have a
chance of salvaging something
in Vietnam. Only a complete
victory of the Vietnamese
workers and peasants leading
to a withdrawal of U.S, troops
can stopthe death and maiming

of thousands of Americanboys A

in Vietnam.

The attempt by the Soviet
bureaucracy to hold back the
'struggle of the Vietnamese
revolution gives aid and com-
fort to U.S. imperialism and
only serves to prolong the
reign of death and destruction.
As the April 2 Toronto Globe
and Mail remarked: ‘‘In the
present situation US officials
believe the role of the Soviet
Union and the influence it
may be able to exert in Ha-
noi will be of critical impor-
tance,

secref
We commend the North

WHILE NEGOTIATORS TALK VIETCONG PUSHES ON TO NEW VICTORIES IN VIETNAM

tility to the presence of Yan-
kee imperialism., In short,

the U,S. faced a total rout.

with a good possibility of being
unceremoniously dumped
from Vietnam,

At home, the U.S. rulers
feared that the Americanwor-
kers, forced to pay for the
war through growing inflation
rising taxes and the death of
their sons on Vietnamese bat-
tlefields, would begin to join
with the massive and still
growing student opposition to
the war, The tremendous
overhead costs of the war
were interfering with the ef-
forts of the U.S. capitalists
to reduce the balance of pay-
ments deficit, and make U,S,
products more competitive by
undermining the power of the
unions and pushing back the
standards of the workers,

stall’

While the U.S, still faces
defeat in Vietnam and growing
opposition at home, they have
been using the Paris peace
talks to stall for time, to try
to  rebuild A their military
strength in Vietnam, bring-
ing fresh supplies of U.S.

.yquth to the slaughter on be- ..

half of the almighty dollar,
At the same time they pre-

de-escalation of the U.,S.
bombing in stages should be
a warning to the Vietnamese
freedom fighters to be on
guard, Such a compromise
can only serve to encourage
the hopes of the U,S, rulers
that with a little more effort
and addition of troops and
military terror, it can avoid

being quickly and unceremon-

iously tossed out of Vietnam,

The latest admission by the
military command in Saigon
that it has called for ‘‘an
all out offensive against the
enemy’’ in a secret directive
to U.S. field commanders and
the rumor that this directive
called for victory withinthree
months, shows that the U.S.
will continue to use the Paris
talks as a cover for their

ccontinued efforts to bludgeon’

the Vietnamese people into
submission,

bloody

U.S. workers understandably
welcomed the peace talks as
a sign that the bloody war
might soon be over., But it
is apparent that far from being
over, ..the renewed military
efforts.on both sides have re-
sulted in the highest toll of

Vietnamese delegation for re-
fusing to give in to Harri-
man’s urgings to negotiate
secretly and stop explaining
each step of the negotiations
to the world working class
public, Far from Harriman’s
assertions that such policy
bars ‘‘frutiful’’ negotiations
we say the only fruitful ne-
gotiations are ones whichmo-
bilize the world working class

and combine this withtheher-

oic struggles of the Vietna-
mese workers and peasants

.against the U.S, imperialists.

No secret negotiations! These
can be fruitful only for the
imperialists!

The French workers and
students have shown the way.
Each blow against world cap-
italism anywhere on the face
of the earth strengthens the

“hand of the Vietnamese wor-

kers and peasants, Eachblow
by the workers and peasants
on the Vietnam battlefield
strengthens the hand of wor-
kers everywhere,

Any settlement short of rec~
ognizing the NLF as a leg-
itimate government of South
Vietnam and immediateevac-
uation of the U.,S. troops is
a sell-out, No deals! Vic-
tory to the Vietcong!
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the lessons

1. The recent revolution-
ary events in France fully
confirm the position which
the ‘International Committee
of the. Fourti International
alone has held since 1961,
The world capitalist system
is in deep crisis thus pos-
ing the necessity to construct
revolutionary parties to lead
the working class to power
in all countries.

2. These events have re-
vealed the complete bankrup-
tcy of the revisionist United
Secretariat supported by the
Socialist Workers Party. Just
a few months back in France
itself these revisionists wrote
in their youth paper:‘‘In the
advanced capitalist countries
the relative stability of the
existing regimes and the ex-
treme weakness of the van-
guard obviously excludes in
+the immediate period all
struggles of a revolutionary
character capable of bringing
down our own bourgeoisie.’’
With such an outlook these
revisionists were incapable of
either preparing forthe strug-
gles now going on in France
nor have they been capable
of giving these struggleslead-
ership today.

3. Thé recent events have
completely revealed the coun-
‘terrevolutionary character of
"Stalinism. The French Com=-

munist Party opposed the stu-
dent struggles at the begin-
ning only supporting them
when the working class forced
them to do so. The Commu-
nist Party did not call for
the sit-ins which have closed
down virtually all industry
in France but once the workers
struck they were forced to
support them. The French
Communist Party sought to
save the Gaullist regime by
negociating improvements in
working conditions when the
French workers and students
recognize that the task is a

political one-the downfall of
creation of aworkers and pea-
“sants government to replace
it. The workers then turned
down the CP sellout. Their
political demand is the estab-
lishment of a ¢ ‘Popular Front’’
government with the left bour-
geoisie committed __ to the
preservation of capitalism
when the destruction of cap-
italist rule and the capitalist
state is posed by the actions
of the workers and students.

4. The actions of the French
Communist Party represent
the policies of all Stalinist
parties all over the world.

' prepare

The American Communist
Party has lauded the French
party supporting its pro-cap-
italist popular front line, The
Polish leadership has expres-
sed its consern over ‘‘chaos’’
in France while the Czechre-
gime has also expressed its.

-concern as it lookedto France

for its opening to the West,
DeGaulle was on a state vis-
it in Rumania when the strug-
gles broke out. TheseStalinist
forces stand for the preser-
vation not the overthrow of -
world capitalism.

5. The French struggle
shows the way out for rev-
olutionary students, Anarch-
ists, New Lefters and revi-
sionists who have sought to
keep the student struggles se-

parate from the working class,

The Trotskyist - led FER
fought for the unity of stu-
dents with the working class
in a political fight against
DeGaulle, Only through such
unity can the students achieve
their. own aims. Every force,
like the SDS in Germany and
America, who separates stu-
dent struggles from working
class struggles plays a re-
actionary role,

6. The task in France to-
day is to consolidate the pow-
er of the workers in the fac-
tories through the formation
of factory committees and the
construction of a revolution-
ary party to establish a wor-
kers and farmers government
in Franceto replace DeGaulle.

" The policies of the DeGaulle

regime are the policies of the
capitalist class in a period
of crisis. There is no sol-
ution to this crisis short of
the overthrow of capitalism,

7. The crisis in France-
is but a more extreme form
of the crisis building up in
the United States. Today it
takes the form of student
struggles, black struggles,
limited trade union actions,
Tomorrow the working class
as a whole will take up the
struggle against capitalist
rule.The task of revolution-
aries in this country is to
for these future
struggles by building = the
revolutionary party today on
the basis of a program ~to

‘unite the workers--black and

white, and students in a com-
mon political battle for its
own alternative-for a labor
party., Only the Workers
League , Americansupporters
of the International Committee
of the Fourth International,
carries out this struggle to-
day.
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FACED WITH a situation in
which its repression of the
students was rapidly escalating
into civil war the Gaullist regime

has had to draw hack.

It thus recognizes that in a serious
contest for power with the working
class it could not count on victory. Like
its predecessor, the Fifth Republic is
being driven to a position where many
of its former friends and supporters are
no longer ready to fight for it.

How, in the space of one week, could
a government which seemed to be one
of the strongest in the capitalist world,
be so obviously thrown onto the defen-
sive, forced to resort to repression which
stopped short only of a bloody massacre
and with its own actions condemned by
all but the most reactionary organs of
the press?

To answer this question it is necessary
to take up a number of aspects of a com-
plex situation in which the student re-
volt acted as a catalyst.

There is, in the first place, the nature
of the regime itself and its relationship
to the different social forces in France.
De Gaulle was brought to power exactly
ten years ago to save the bourgeois order
from decomposition and collapse. The
March 13 uprising of the extremist
settlers in Algiers, the impotence of the
parliamentary regime, the general dis-
credit and contempt which surrounded
the Fourth Republic and the threat of
military takeover decided the bourgeoisie
to hand over full powers to de Gaulle.

Precarious balancing
act

From the beginning the General has
had to balance between conflicting social
forces and has had to cope with all the
problems of an ageing capitalism which
undermined the previous regime.

A npumber of factors in the situation
favoured his enterprise. He was able to
bring to an end the Algerian war which
had been becoming increasingly unpopular
and a strain on national resources. Fol-
lowing devaluation, and in a period of
world economic expansion, it was possible
to carry forward a centain modernization
of the economy.

Exploiting national sentiment he pur-
sued an ‘anti-American’ foreign policy
which satisfied sections of the bourgeoi-
sie otherwise suspicious of a Bonapartist-
type government.

Most important of all, of course, was
the fact that de Gaulle had only been
able to take power at all bgcause of the
paralysis of the working class.

Imprisoned by the Social Democratic
and Stalinist apparatus the working class
was carried bound and gagged into the
new order of the Fifth Republic. For the
past ten years the relative stability of
Gaullism has rested upon the passivity of
the working class and the trade unions.
In other words, the tacit acceptance of
the regime by .the Communist Party has
been an essential factor in the situation.

In particular, of course, the Commun-
ist Party has endorsed the foreign policy
of ‘mational independence’ pursued by de
Gaulle. Its policy, in recemt years, has
been to enter an electoral alliance with
the parties of the left-bourgeois opposi-

- tion, abandoning its former verbal oppo-

sition to the constitution of the Fifth
Republic and further acting as a brake on
the combative energies of the working
chass.

This policy of class collaboration,
decided in accordance with the needs of
the Soviet bureaucracy, has carried with
it the continual danger of an outflanking
from .the left, The Party has had con-
stantly before it the spectre of an alter-
native - pole of attraction appearing, of
movements winning mass support which
would elude its control and threaten its
dominant position in the organized work-
ing class.

It is this fear of outflanking from the
left which has dictated a policy of vio-
lence towards other left groups and move-
ments. This has consisted locally of
attacks on distributors of leaflets and
journals and attempts by CP toughs to ex-
clude the banners of youth and student
movements outside its control from par-
ticipation in demonstrations of solidarity
with Vietham and on occasions such as
May 1.

It was this fear of outflanking which
determined the position of the Communist
Party towards the student movement,
which has gathered strength during the
past Prear, as well as its sensational re-
versal consummated in the early hours of
May 11.

As events moved forward in the univer-
sities the role of the CP caused it in-
creasing discredit, not only amongst
students but also amongst its working-
class supporters. More will be said later
about the position it adopted towards the
student struggle.

Before taking up the position in the
universities it is necessary to say some-
thing about the French police. The
regime of ‘the strong state’ for which de
Gaulle stands depends upon having at its
disposal large, professionally-trained and
mobile repressive forces. )

It is true that de Gaulle did not evolve
this technique of rule, but in taking it
over from the previous regime he made
sure that it was expanded and developed.
The lessons of 1958, when the allegiance
of the police to the Fourth Republic was
in doubt, showed the need to pay par-
ticular attention to this arm of govern-
ment.

Now in France there are several differ-
ent kinds of police. As well as those
dependent upon the municipal or other
authorities which deal with routine

matters of traffic control, public order
and crime, there are the gendarmerie, the
Gardes Mobiles and the Compagnies
Republicains de Sécurité.

o

HATED"FLIC' IS CARRIED OFF N STRETCHER

Military force trained

for street fighting

The last two, in particular, are speci-
fically intended to provide mobile forces
to deal with strikes and public distur-
bances of a political character. These
forces do not act individually but are
organized and operated in military forma-
tion and are highly armed and trained
for street fighting. They depend directly
upon the Minister of the Interior.

Like professional soldiers generally, the
Gardes Mobiles and the CRS are
recruited from the families of peasants
in the poorer agricultural districts and
from the least class-conscious sections of
the working class.

They are men without much education
and no skills who would otherwise be
condemned to the lower-paid jobs, casual
work or. unemployment. Enlistment in the

forces gives them security and a regular
wage, a feeling of importance, a pension
on retirement and the certainty of secure
work in state employment or private
employment,

The professional policemen are there-
fore naturally grateful to those who em-
ploy them. Their ideas are of a limited
nature and tend towards the most reac-
tionary extremes. ‘

Once released by the masters on a par-
ticular enemy, like a well-trained and
faithful dog they pursue their prey with
single-minded and ruthless purpose. For
them the behaviour of striking workers or
protesting students is alike incomprehen-
sible. It can only be explained as the
work of agitators and foreigners.

Once at grips with them, therefore, any
feelings of humanity are completely sus-
pended: they only know one law—ito beat,
beat and beat again regardless of the age,

sex or condition of their victims.

Told a few years ago to go out and
get Algerians they threw mamy into the
Seine. Sent into the precincts of the Sor-
bonne, pride of French culture, they treat
it likewise as enemy territory to be
occupied.

The brutality of the police has shocked
and surprised many respectable bourgeois,

Some have found themselves on the
wrong end of a trungheon or have had

tear gas bombs thrown into their shops

and apartments.

Others have had to fetch their sons
and daughters from hospitals, badly
beaten or even maimed for life.

Yet others have witnessed the police
dragging the injured off stretchers to beat
them again, tearing the red cross arm-
bands off first aid workers and throwing
them into the paddy wagons, and inter-
fering with doctors and nurses attending
the badly hunt.

FRANCE-WORKERS PEASA
DIRECT\REPORT ! ;

SOME OF THE 40,000 WORKERS WHO HAVE SEIZED THE RENAULT PLANT

Hence daily*“protests in the bourgeois
press.

But when all is said and dome the
Gardes Mobiles and CRS are the last-
ditch defenders of the bourgeois social
order. They are there to protect factories
against strikers and generally to preserve
capitalist private property from challenge.
That such methods have to be used when
the challenge is even suspected is a sign
not of strength but of social crisis.

For almost two weeks now the main
activity of a powerful contingent of these
police forces has been to clear the
students out of the University of Paris
and hold the Latin Quarter (the univer-
sity district) against the students.

Themselves the product of the failure
of capitalist education which turns out
hosts of young people at 15 or 16 semi-
literate and unqualified, they have to de-
fend its failures at the highest level
against the students agd young intellec-
tuals in the universities.

How does it come, therefore, that the
students should be at the centre of the
dissolution of the Fifth Republic?

There is no intention at this point
to provide a full analysis of the problems
which have been agitating increasing
numbers of students not only in France
but in many capitalist countries in the
past year or so. Nor is this the place to
deal in the requisite detail with the
nature of the policies and methods of
struggle which have been employed by
the elements which have come to the
fore.

In the case of France the present stu-
dent revolt is part of a continuing resis-
tance to the Gaullist plans to streamline
the universities into the system and mould
its products more closely to the needs of
capitalism, which has been going on for
some time. These changes, embodied in
the Fouchet Plan of the Minister of Edu-
cation, have been consistently opposed
by the main students’ organization
(UNEF).

UNEF leadership
is petty bourgeois

As followed, of course, from the social
ocomposition and nature of the student
body the predominant leadership of
UNEF was of a petty-bourgeois charac-
ter. Its traditions placed it politically on
the left as far as general gestures were
concerned. Faced with government pres-
sure on the students, however, it tended
to see this as a university matter which
ocould somehow be dealt with in isolation
from the class nature of the regime.

From November 1967, the history of
the student movement is one of large
mobilizations of protest and growing
hostility to the government and its
ministers. At the same time the leader-
ship of UNEF has been vacillating and
undecided as to what to do when meet-
ings called have had a big response from
students, As the movement gained ground
from March of this year the government
showed that it was not prepared.to give
ground.

Meanwhile, in UNEF a constant
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STRUGGLE FOR POWER
BY TOM KEMP

struggle was going on for political leader-
ship. The students organized in the CLER
(Comité de Liaison des Etudiants Revo-

lutionnaires) were calling for a linking up.

of the students’ struggle with that of the
working class and the youth. This kind of
demand was resolutely opposed by. the
UNEF leaders and by the Stalinist stu-
dent leaders. A_campaign was set going
to build up a reputation of violence
around the CLER.

One significant aspect of the lack of
leadership by UNEF and the discredit of
the opposition . political parties, as well
as the Gaullist regime, was the develop-
ment of intense political activity in some
universities. The focal point of this new
‘wild’ agitation was mainly in the facul-
ties established in the new university
buildings in the Paris suburb of Nanterre.

Student agitation here took on various
forms. In part it was a revolt against
archaic restrictions and regulations con-
cerning such matters as the hours
at which men should leave girls’ rooms or
the rights to hold political meetings on
the campus.

Clearly behind this ferment, as it
gathered ground, were a whole series of
problems representing anxieties and
doubts which students had about the
nature of the society which they were
being trained to serve. i

The extraordinary agitation reigning in
Nanterre provided a free field for all sorts
of tendencies: anarchist, Guevarist, Maoist
and so on. In the course of this Daniel
Cohn-Bendit emerged as the main figure,
largely due to fake revolutionary elo-

_quence and a romantic dynamism.

Organized praotection

against fascists

Rejection of serious political action and
particularly of a link-up with the working
class characterized this - tendency. Hs
basis was a well-founded suspicion of the
Stalinist and other political leaders from
the main parties.

An element of provocation in the situ-
ation was provided by the fascist student
group, Ocident, which carried out a
number of commando-type raids on the
‘Latin Quarter. It ‘was therefore necessary
for UNEF and for other student organi-
zations to protect themselves against
these violent attacks as the police in-
variably did nothing. .

Towards the end of March a series of

incidents took place in Nanterre during.
- which, under the leadership of Cohn-

Bendit and others, students carried out

a strike and occupied the faculty. - Dis- .

ciplinary measures and threats of action
by the authorities sparked off further
_protests leading, by May 2 to a lock-out
of the students.

From the activities in Nanterre and the
repressive actions of the authorities a
stimulus was given to the agitation in the
main university in the Sorbonne. At the
same time, the militants in support of
UNEF organized to proteot themselves
against threatened fascist aggression by
Occident and 400 students were mobilized
for that purpose.

TMswasonMnlenﬂntdty,]em

Roche, Rector of the University of Paris,
presumably acting on instructions from
the government, invited police already
gathered in Paris to enter the Sorbonne.

About 400 students were arrested, the
university faculties were closed and a
large force of security police took up posi-
tions. The students were now locked out
and French culture was under the custo-
dianship of a force of armed men whose
general nature and character have earlier
been described.

Thus was presented clear evidence of
the police nature of the Gaullist regime,
but, of course, much worse was to fol-
low.

Before taking the story further it is
necessary to look a little more closely at
the policy of the Communist Party. Be-
cause of its control of the main trade
unions and its hold on the working-class
districts of Paris and the main industrial
centres the Communist Party remains a
decisive force in French politics.

As has been seen, it had been pre-
paring for some time for an indefinite
period of peaceful co-existence with its
new friends in the Mollet Socialist Party
and the Mitterand left. Not surprisingly
it saw the student movement as disturbers
of the peace who had, at -all costs, to be
discredited and divided from its working-
class supporters. .

It is, therefore, particularly instructive
to quote some of the statements made
about the students in the period during
which the conditions for the occupation
of the Sorbonne and the police repres-
sion of the students were being prepared
by the government.

The Communist press had all along
taken the view that the agitation at
Nanterre and elsewhere was the work of
a small group of agitators and trouble-
makers. Its descriptions followed almost
word for word the statements of mini-
sters and the bourgeois press.

Thus. writing in ‘L’Humanité’ of May
3, George Marchais, a member of the
Communist Party secretariat, wrote with
reference to the ‘March 22 movement
led by the German anarchist Cohn-Bendit’
and other left groups the following:

‘Not satisfied with the agitation
which they lead in the student world—
an agitation which goes against the in-
terests of the mass of the students and
favours the provocations of the fascists

—these  pseudo-revolutionaries now

have the pretension to give lessons to

the working-class movement, More and
more often they are to be found at

factory gates, or in places where immi-

grant workers are to be found, distri-

buting leaflets and other propaganda
material.

“These false “revolutionaries” must be
energetically unmasked for, objectively,

“they serve the interests of the Gaullist

power and of the big capitalist mono-

Marchais appeals to
backward prejudices

We will not enter here into the ques-
tion of whether the criticisms Marchais

then makes of the ideas of Herbert
Marcuse—said to be the source of the
ideas of Rudi Dutchke and Cohn-Bendit
—are justified or not, since this subject
requires an article to itself. But Marchais
goes on to make the still more astonish-
ing allegation: ’

‘These theses and the activities of
these “revolutionaries” is a fit subjeot
for laughter. Especially because they
are, in general, the sons of big bour-
geois—who are contemptuous of stu-
dents of working-class ongin—who
rapidly put out what they call the
“revolutionary flame” when they go on
to direct Daddy’s business-and exploit
the workers in the best traditions of
capitalism’.

The appeal to prejudices to be found
among many backward workers is par-
ticularly to be noted. All the time the
name of Cohn-Bendit was linked with his
German origin : read, a foreigner, and a
Boche in particular who has no right to get
mixed up in French politics (echoes of
what the bourgeois press a century ago
used to say about the ‘German anarchist’
Karl Marx).

Likewise the attempt to divide the
students from the workers. Based in part
upon an undoubted fact: that the pro-
portion of French working-class children
who have a hope of going to the university
is very small and thus many workers see
the university as a preserve of the rich,
it obviously distorts out of all recogni-
tion the real social position of the
students.

CP on the side of

law and order

In fact they are predominantly drawn
from the petty bourgeoisie and, far from
going on to become the heads of family
firms, will, in many cases be themselves

‘the subordinate employees of the mono-

polies.

So, at this stage, the Communist press
did not seniously analyse the conditions
which produced Cohn-Bendit and his like
because that would have revealed their
own position too clearly, i.e. that what
they were worried about was precisely that
student agitation could bring about a
juncture with the working class and thus
blow sky-high the perspective of peaceful
and loyal opposition to Gaullism which
they held .out with the prospect of enter-
ing as loyal partners into some future
bourgeois government.

The line of Marchais was echoed in
numerous articles in the following days.
On May 6, for instance, in another
‘L’'Humanité’ article, Georges Bouvard
wrote:

‘One can see clearly today what final
result of the adventurist activities of
leftist, anarchist and Trotskyist groups
which play the government's game and
aid its policies against the students. The
discredit which -they bning to ‘the
student movement, as well as the vio-
lent campaigns on the bourgecis press
and radio which assimilate their be-
haviour to that of the mass of the
students, aim to isolate the students
from the workers and the population.’
This type of statement was taken up in

‘Pravda’ and repeated in Hungary and
other countries of Eastern Europe. It is
significant on several counts.

First of all, objectively—to use a term
much in favour in the offices of
‘L'Humanité’—it placed the CP on the
side of law and order at a time when
police repression had already begun and
the official organizations both of the
students and of the university teachers
had been obliged to take a firm stand
against the government.

Secondly, using anmother familiar
Stalinist device, it accused the left groups
of precisely what it was doing itself:
namely, isolating the students from the
workers, or, rather, isolating the workers
from the students.

Not surprisingly, by this time the Com.
munist Party audience among .students
had shrunk to smaller and smaller pro-
portions. Its spokesmen were unable.to
get a hearing from students, some having
the unmenviable = experience of being

shouted down.

The famous Communist poet, Louis
Aragon, who went to the Sorbonne to
parley with students later in the week was
met with cries of ‘GPU, GPU’ and ‘Long
Live the Polish Students’.

On Monday, May 6 a large demon-
stration of students was broken up by the
police and pitched battles took place in
the streets. In the days which followed it
was evident even to the CP that it was
no longer a question of a handful of
troublemakers, but of an enormous and
largely spontaneous movement of the
students, not only in Paris, but in all the
provincial universities, against the police
occupation of the Sorbonne and the re-
pressive government measures.

In the course of the Monday demon-
stration many students and their sup-
porters were arrested and sentenced. The
university authorities had already disci-
plined other students or were intending
to do so. The University of Paris was in
the hands of the forces of law and order
and large police forces had been massed
in and around Paris or were being held
in readiness in the provinces.

The maintenance of this line by the
Communist Party and its press was thus
assuming the dimensions of a political
crime.

Undoubtedly, although the CP had al-
ready done much damage by making usc
of currents hostile to the students in the
working class for its own purposes, more
and more workers in the factories and the
trade unions were beginning to demand a
change in policy.

As the repressive face of the govern-
ment was revealed and the exploits of
the hated ‘flics’ began to fill the press,
and even to receive mention on the press
and TV (strictly controlled by the govern-
ment), an atmosphere of developing crisis
and politicalization began to spread. In
fact by the end of the week it resembled
that which, during May 1958, had pre-
ceded the accession of de Gaulle to power.

At this point it is necessary to insist
that although a struggle for the leader-
ship of the students was going on in which
the Federation des Etudiants Revolution-
naires (successor to CLER)—the student
movement of the French Trotskyists—was
engaged, it still .remained in the hands
of the petty-bourgeois UNEF and the
various trends which accepted Cohn-
Bendit as their spokesmen.

Spontaneous revolt
against state

At the same time, it had now become
a mass movement in which were joined
not only many students who had not
previously been in any political organiza-
tion or been much concerned with poli-
tics, but also the pupils from the upper
forms of the secondary schools and many
young workers. In that sense it had be-
come a spontaneous revolt against the
bourgeois state which assumed an insur-
rectional character.

But it was an insurrection or revolt
without l:adership, or with a leadership
which, predominantly, made a virtue of
spontaneity, action and violence. Thus the
demonstration on Friday, May 10, while
it displayed the vigour and the extent of
the movement, reflected also its weak-
nesses and, thanks to the policy of the
Communist Party, its isolation, at least
physically, from the working class. Taking
the form, to begin with, of a demonstra-
tion of much greater size than the pre-
vious ones, it marched through to the
Latin- Quarter, itself held by strong forces
of police, in the early part of the evening.

From about 9.30 sections of the de-
'monstrators began to erect barricades,
using paving stones, cars and materials
left on building sites, at all the main
intersections. In the course of the night
about 60 such barricades were constructed,
some being built up to a height of seven
or eight feets

Once the barricades were set up, how-
ever, the demonstrators were condemned -
to immobility and were, in turn, sur-
‘rounded by massive forces of police
armed with revolvers, carbines, grenade
throwers and the rest—to all appearances
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forces gives them security and a regular
wage, a feeling of importance, a pension
on retirement and the certainty of secure
work in state employment or private
employment.

The professional policemen are there-
fore naturally grateful to those who em-
ploy them. Their ideas are of a limited
nature and tend towards the most reac-
tionary extremes.

Once released by the masters on a par-
ticular enemy, like a well-trained and
faithful dog they pursue their prey with
single-minded and ruthless purpose. For
them the behaviour of striking workers or
protesting students is alike incomprehen-
sible. It can only be explained as the
work of agitators and foreigners.

Once at grips with them, therefore, any
feelings of humanity are completely sus-
pended: they only know one law—ito beat,
beat and beat again regardless of the age,

CARRIED OFF ON STRETCHER
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sex or condition of their victims. -

Told a few years ago to go out and
get Algerians they threw many into the
Seine. Sent into the precincts of the Sor-
bonne, pride of French culture, they treat
it likewise as enemy territory to be
occupied.

The brutality of the police has shocked
and surprised many respectable bourgeois,

Some have found themselves on the
wrong end of a trung¢heon or have had
tear gas bombs thrown into their shops
and apartments.

Others have had to fetch their sons
and daughters from hospitals, badly
beaten or even maimed for life.

Yet others have witnessed the police
dragging the injured off stretchers to beat
them again, tearing the red cross arm-
bands off first aid workers and throwing
them into the paddy wagons, and inter-
fering with doctors and nurses attending
the badly hurt.

Hence daily*“protests in the bourgeois
press.

But when all is said and dome the
Gardes Mobiles and CRS are the last-
ditch defenders of the bourgeois social
order, They are there to protect factories
against strikers and generally to preserve
capitalist private property from challenge.
That such methods have to be used when
the challenge is even suspected is a sign
not of strength but of social crisis.

For almost two weeks now the main
activity of a powerful contingent of these
police forces has been to clear the
students out of the University of Paris
and hold the Latin Quarter (the univer-
sity district) against the students.

Themselves the product of the failure
of capitalist education which turns out
hosts of young people at 15 or 16 semi-
literate and unqualified, they have to de-
fend its failures at the highest level
against the students and young intellec-
tuals in the universities.

How does it come, therefore, that the
students should be at the centre of the
dissolution of the Fifth Republic?

There is no intention at this point
to provide a full analysis of the problems
which have been agitating increasing
numbers of students not only in France
but in many capitalist countries in the
past year or so. Nor is this the place to
deal in the requisite detail with the

- nature of the policies and methods of

struggle which have been employed by
the elements which have come to the
fore.

In the case of France the present stu-
dent revolt is part of a continuing resis-
tance to the Gaullist plans to streamline
the universities into the system and mould
its products more closely to the needs of
capitalism, which has been going on for
some time. These changes, embodied in
the Fouchet Plan of the Minister of Edu-
cation, have been consistently opposed
by the main students’ organization
(UNEF).

UNEF leadership
is petty bourgeois

As followed, of course, from the social
composition and nature of the student
body the predominant leadership of
UNEF was of a petty-bourgeois charac-
ter. Its traditions placed it politically on
the left as far as general gestures were
concerned. Faced with government pres-
sure on the students, however, it tended
to see this as a university matter which
oould somehow be dealt with in isolation
from the class nature of the regime.

From November 1967, the history of
the student movement is one of large
mobilizations of protest and growing
hostility to the government and its
ministers. At the same time the leader-
ship of UNEF has been vadillating and
undecided as to what to do when meet-
ings called have had a big response from
students. As the movement gained ground
from March of this year the government
showed that it was not prepared.to give
ground.

Meanwhile, in UNEF a constant

SOME OF THE 40,000 WORKERS WHO HAVE SEIZED THE RENAULT PLANT NEAR PARIS. SIGN AT ENTRANCE SAYS 'WORKERS POWER'.

struggle was going on for political leader-
ship. The students organized in the CLER
(Comité de Liaison des Etudiants Revo-
lutionnaires) were calling for a linking up.
of the students’ struggle with that of the
working class and the youth. This kind of
demand was resolutely opposed by. the
UNEF leaders and by the Stalinist stu-
dent leaders. A campaign was set going
to build up a reputation of violence
around the CLER.

One significant aspect of the lack of
leadership by UNEF and the discredit of
the opposition political parties, as well
as the Gaullist regime, was the develop-
ment of intense political activity in some
universities. The focal point of this new
‘wild’ agitation was mainly in the facul-
ties established in the new university
buildings in the Paris suburb of Nanterre.

Student agitation here took on various
forms. In part it was a revolt against
archaic restrictions and regulations con-
cerning such matters as the hours
at which men should leave girls’ rooms or
the rights to hold political meetings on
the campus.

Clearly behind this ferment, as it
gathered ground, were a whole series of
problems representing anxieties and
doubts which students had about the
nature of the society which they were
being trained to serve. ’

The extraordinary agitation reigning in
Nanterre provided a free field for all sorts
of tenidencies: anarchist, Guevarist, Maoist
and so on. In the course of this Daniel
Cohn-Bendit emerged as the main figure,
largely due to fake revolutionary elo-

.quence and a romantic dynamism.

Organized protection

against fascists

Rejection of serious political action and
particularly of a link-up with the working
class characterized this - tendency. Its
basis was a well-founded suspicion of the
Stalinist and other political leaders from
the main parties.

An element of provocation in the situ-
ation was provided by the fascist student
group, Ocident, which carried out a
number of commando-type raids on the
Latin Quarter. It ‘was therefore necessary
for UNEF and for other student organi-
zations to protect -themselves against
these violent attacks as the police in-
variably did nothing. .

Towards the end of March a series of

incidents took place in Nanterre during.
‘ which, under the leadership of Cohn-

Bendit and others, students carried out

a strike and occupied the faculty. - Dis- -

ciplinary measures and threats of action
by the authorities sparked off further
_protests leading, by May 2 to a lock-out
of the students. :

From the activities in Nanterre and the
repressive actions of the authorities a
stimulus was given to the agitation in the
main university in the Sorbonne. At the
same time, the militants in support of
UNEF organized to protect themselves
against threatened fascist aggression by
Occident and 400 students were mobilized
for that purpose.

This was on May 3. On that day, Jean

Roche, Rector of the University of Paris,
presumably aoting on instructions from
the government, invited police already
gathered in Paris to enter the Sorbonne.

About 400 students were arrested, the
university faculties were closed and a
large force of secunity police took up posi-
tions. The students were now locked out
and French culture was under the custo-
dianship of a force of armed men whose
general nature and character have earlier
been described.

Thus was presented clear evidence of
the police nature of the Gaullist regime,
but, of course, much worse was to fol-
low.

Before taking the story further it is
necessary to look a little more closely at
the policy of the Communist Party. Be-
cause of its control of the main trade
unions and its hold on the working-class
districts of Paris and the main industrial
centres the Communist Party remains a
decisive force in French politics.

As has been seen, it had been pre-
paring for some time for an infl.eﬁni.te
period of peaceful co-existence with its
new friends in the Mollet Socialist Party
and the Mitterand left. Not surprisingly
it saw the student movement as disturbers
of the peace who had, atall costs, to be
discredited and divided from its working-
class supporters. .

It is, therefore, particularly instructive
to quote some of the statements made
about the students in the period during
which the conditions for the occupation
of the Sorbonne and the police repres-
sion of the students were being prepared
by the government.

The Communist press had all along
taken the view that the agitation at
Nanterre and elsewhere was the work of
a small group of agitators and trouble-
makers. Its descriptions followed almost
word for word the statements of mini-
sters and the bourgeois press.

Thus. writing in ‘L’Humanité’ of May
3, George Marchais, a member of the
Communist Party secretariat, wrote with
reference to the ‘March 22 movement
led by the German anarchist Cohn-Bendit’
and other left groups the following:

‘Not satisfied with the agitation
which they lead in the student world—
an agitation which goes against the in-
terests of the mass of the students and
favours the provocations of the fascists

—these pseudo-revolutionaries now

have the pretension to give lessons to

the working-class movement. More and
more often they are to be found at

factory gates, or in places where immi-

grant workers are to be found, distri-

buting leaflets and other propaganda
material.

‘These false “revolutionaries’” must be
energetically unmasked for, objectively,

“they serve the interests of the Gaullist

power and of the big capitalist mono-

Marchadis appeals to
backward prejudices

We will not enter here into the ques-
tion of whether the criticisms Marchais
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raring to go.

There was, therefore, a strange mixture
of willingness to resort to a pitched battle
with the police which could only lead
to massacre and a willingness to nego-
tiate with the authorities on the princi-
pal demands which were being made: the
dropping of charges against demonstra-
tors already arrested, the evacuation of
the Latin Quarter by the forces of repres-
sion and the re-opening of the faculties.

While the barricades were going up,
which left the students open to police
attack with no possibility of reinforce-
iment, the members of the FER were hold-
ing a meeting in the Palais de Ia
Mutualité. attended by some 1,200 stu-
dents.

This - meeting stressed the need to
carry the student struggle into the work-
ing class and to give. it a revolutionary
political character. )

It therefore adopted as its .principal
slogan the bringing into the Latin Quarter
of 500,000 workers from the suburbs as
an answer to the governmental repres-
sion.

When this meeting ended at about 11.45
p.m. on Friday might those who had
attended it formed up with linked arms in
a solid phalanx which marched through
to one of the main barricades on the
Boulevard St-Michel in the Latin Quarter.

‘This march took place through streets
the entrances of which were barred by
hundreds of armed police and which were
still full of people in the proximity of
the Latin Quarter. Responsible and dis-
ciplined, with student stewards marching
with joined hands on all sides, at times
passing within. only a few yards of the
lines of police, it chanted the slogan:
‘500,000 workers to the Latin Quarter
-on ‘Monday’, alternated with singing the
Internationale,

Order to clear the

sireets
At the barricade the followers of Cohn-

COPS DRAG

OFF INJURED
SECRETARY
OF FER

Bendit and otlfer groups refused to accept
the proposition of a link up with the
working class.

The red banners of the FER were there-
fore taken back through the marchers,
whose numbers, joined- by many by-
standers, had increased to some 3,000, On
afrival at the Mutualité, at about 1.15
am. a short speech was made by a leader
of the French Trotskyists and the order
was given to disperse and to carry the
slogan into the working-class districts
during the weekend.

Meanwhile, on the barricades, after
some desultory attempts at discussion in
which the authorities presumably hoped
that it might persuade the demonstrators
to go home or at least be able do divide
the more from: the less militant, the
order was given to the police from the
highest level in the government to clear
the streets. This came at about 2a.m,

Then, with tear gas bombs and batons,
close in-fighting was engaged by the
police. The demonstrators undoubtedly
displayed tremendous courage, standing
their ground as long as they could and
fighting back—for which some had clearly
been prepared from -the start.

Many girls and young pupils from the
secondary schools were beaten up by the
unchained watchdogs of bourgeois society.

The wounded were torn from stretchers
for another beating and various other
brutalities occurred which were fully re-
‘ported in the French bourgeois press, as
already mentioned.

From 2 a.m., therefore, a full-scale re-
pression was launched to clear the Latin
Quarter which stopped short only at the
use of firearms.

In the following hours there were many
rumours that dangerous chloride bombs
had been used. In any case it is certain
that many persons have been wmpomnly
blinded by tear gas bombs and its
probable that official reports have unt
derestimated the number and the serious-
ness of the injured. .

For all its heroism this action had the

3,000 students marched
under red banners of

Trotskyist FER shouting
'500,000 Workers to

Latin Quarter’

character of an adventure which could
only expose those who took part in it to
serious injury -without any prospect of

victory.

As it happenned, however, coming in
the period when it did, it precipitated
an important change in the policy of the
CP.

No doubt in the previous two or three
days there had been some indications that

_the former position as stated by Marchais
.and Bouvard had become untenable. To

maintain it would have meant cutting.off
the Party from its worker militants as weil
‘as from the students and would have
. been tantamount to political suicide,

So, sitting in the early hours of the
morning, the Political Bureau, made a
re-assessment ot the situation and issued
-a- declaration - as at 6.30 am. on
May 11, 1968, taking up the student
demands. ’ )

‘A special issue of ‘L’Humanité’ with
the headline ‘Halte & la Repression’ was
‘rushed onto the streets as a follow-up to
the regular edition which had already
gone out to the newstands, Besides the
Panty declaration it contained similar
appeals from the CGT and the Young
Communists.

Later in the morning it was announced
that. the CGT had called for a
strike to protest the repression for the
following. Monday, a call supported also
by the Catholic but -not the Social-
Democratic Unions.

By the forenoon of Saturday the full
gtavity of the events of thé previous
night was becoming known. An
atmosphere of politicalization was spread-
ing through Paris: in the shops and cafes,
on the buses and the Metro there was
only one subject of conversation. The
question of for or against the strike was
being posed and no one could take a posi-
tion without giving reasons.

With the 2 a.m. decision to beat down
the student barricades the Gaullist
regime, waiting to celebrate its tenth
anniversary and being the host to the
Vietnam peace talks, was, in fact, gambl-
ing on its own future exXistence.

The decision of the CP and the CGT,
as well as the volume of public protest
which was rising from every quarter
apart from the most reactionary circles
and press organs, must have both sur-
prised and alarmed it.

The student organization, demounced
only a few days before as objectively
playing the government’s game and being
led. by sons of big bourgeois etc. had be-
come the wunconscious ‘instrument for
affecting a radical revision of Communist

Party tactics.

The Party, always afraid of being out-

flanked from the left, would now have
to try to keep the spontaneous move-
ment of protest and revulsion in check.
It was now confronted by its bxggest chal-
lenge of this sort since the miners’ strike
of 1963. It was presumably hoping to

take its place at the head of one of those
massive but essentially aimless demon-
strations . of which it knew. the secret
which, once over, would leave the situa-
tion exactly as before.

At least its immediate aim of loyal
opposition and adherence to the paths

-of the constitution and legality had been

frustrated.

_ In the Fifth Republnc. as its radio ‘had
from - time to time reminded listeners,
gatherings-on the public highway are not
permitted by some article of the penal
code. In principle permission has to be
granted by the police some days before
demonstratiois of the sort which had
been taking place with impunity in the
past week could be held.

From Saturday morning, then, the
situation had changed radically in the
course of a few hours. The regime had now
to face the organized working class and
a shocked and hostile public.opinion.

It was really thrown back to the point
where it had begun ten years earlier.
Brought to power under circumstances
where no one was prepared to risk their
lives for the existing parliamentary re-
public it rested essentially on its control
of bodies of armed men.

Now ‘Le Monde’ and other papers were
calling for the heads of the Minister of
the Interior and the Rector of the Paris
University as though de Gaulle's is the
sort of government in which a few minis-

‘terial changes can meet a crisis and en-

able everything to go on as before.

De Gaulle and his" advisors obviously
thought otherwise. The- Prime - Minister,
Pompidou, who had been out of the
country on a diplomatic mission, was
given the task of applying his diplomacy
to more urgent matters. By a last-minute
acceptance of at least the major student
demands it was hoped, at the cost of
some dignity and face, to enable the
regime to survive.

At this point with the students vic-
torious for the moment and resting from
their strenuous activities of the past
weeks this record of events must termin-°
ate.

The task of the revolutionaries now
turns into the working. class with the
ground now prepared and under more
favourable conditions than bave existed
for a decade.

The tenth anniversary. of Gmlﬂun m-
stead of taking place.in ah’ '
of eyphoria and self-congratulation, now
marks the end of a chapter in which the
succeeding pages will not be written on
the General’s orders.

Not only, as ‘Le Canard Enchainé’ put.
it, has he lost control of his faculties
but he will go down in history as the
General who, although he conquered a
nation without firing a shot, never won
a battle—not even against the students
of Paris.
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system, Tt spreads the idea,
a reactionary utopianidea, that
democratic  control by the
community will solve the
problems of the ghetto. Tt
says let the Negro ghetto be
continued, let those who live
there control theirmiseryand.
take the blame off us. De-
centralization begins with a-
partheid, No longer does the
capitalist government have to
give excuses and try to hide
the fact that it cannot pro-
vide the billions of dollars
necessary to wipe out poverty.
They instead substitute ‘de-
mocracy.” It should be clear
that democracy is only an
empty form if it does not mean
control over the resources
which alone can provide the
solution to poverty and need.
This policy is combined
with a policy to destroy or-
ganized trade union’s move-
ment which alone has the
power to challenge the system,
to close down this country

by Lucy St. John

NEW YORK-- The Ocean-
Hill-Brownsville experiment-
al decentralization projecthas
proved to be a resounding
success, A success, that
is, for those, the bosses and
their government, who have
absolutely no interest in im-
proving the conditions of the
schools.

Those who are responsible
for the rotten conditions have
gotten off the hook -- they
are free from blame, Mean-
while those whose interests lie
in improving the schools are
fighting each other,

The Brownsville dispute
has been perpetrated and
serves the interests of those,
and only those, who control
this country in the interests
of capitalism.

The Brownville situation
cannot be seenseparatedfrom
the context of the development
of capitalism today. Thecap-
italist system faces enormous
economic difficulties, which
threaten profits and the very
existence of the system itself.
"The capitalist economy is not
capable of involving the en-
tire population in the produc-
‘tive process; it is incapable of
‘tackling the problem of pov-
‘erty and all that goes with
poverty, unemployment, dis-
crimination, slums. At the
same time it must lower the
living standard of that sec-
tion of the working class, the
organized industrial workers,
to the level of the poor.

In order to imple-
ment austerity, the bosses and
the government must keep the
working class divided and
fighting each other, black a-
gainst white, employed against
unemployed, young atainst
old.

in the interests of the entire
working class.

unite

The only way to fight this
attack by the capitalist system
and its representatives is for
all sections of the working
class to unite in a political
struggle. This means breaking
from the capitalist parties,
the Democratic and Republi-
can parties, and forming a
‘party, a labor party, which
will fight in the interests of
entire working class with a
program which can end
racism, which can organize
the economy to meet the needs
of the majority of the people
in this country.

This party must be based
on the organized trade union
for only this force has power,
At the same time the organ-’
ized trade union movement
must fight for the interests
of the unemployed, the youth,
the poor - all those excluded
from the productive process.
They must root out every bit
of racism existent inthelabor
movement, This racism only
serves the bosses

This is the only solution
to- the school crisis. Not
teachers against parents and
students but these forces
united, all participating in
running the government in the
interests of the working class,

. ford :

This is the meaning of de-
centralization, This plan was
authored and funded by the
bosses in the form of the
Ford Foundatiorrand promoted
by direct political represen-
tatives of the bosses such as
Nixon and Lindsay., The im-
plications of decentralization
are to set the Negro ghetto
against the teachers and their
union, keeping them {ighting
each other rather than the
.real enemy and cause of the
_rotten schools, the capitalist

DEMONSTRATION IN DISUNITY

BLACKS VS TEACHERS
IN BROWNSVILLE

TEACHERS AND BLACKS CONFRONT EACH OTHER INSTEAD OF REAL CAUSE OF SCHOOL DECAY

This is the one and only
solution, The UFT bureauc-

racy as well as the black-

powerites only aid their en-
emy the capitalist class.,

enomies
Shanker and the bureauc-.

-racy of the UFT side in this’
battle with the very forces
which have been the enem-
ies of the teachers, Lindsay
and the Board of Education.
Shanker accuses the commun-
ity of violating ‘due process’.
Lindsay agrees, we musthave
law and order,

Maintainence of law and
order today has become syn-
onomous with keeping the
black rebellion down., So
Shanker calls for the same
‘due process’ which Lindsay
‘has so often used against the
teachers in the form of fines,
jailings. We say that the
teachers must be protected,
must have job security, but
this cannot be obtained through
the very forces who seek to

destroy it -- the= government
The Shanker bureaucracy
keeps the teachers from con-
ducting an independent strug-
gle against their boss, keeps
the teachers from uniting with
the students and their par-
ents,

At the same timethose forc-
es in the ghetto who advocate
‘community control’ in all its
forms play right into the rul-
ing class’ hands, paving the
way for the acceptance of the
conditions createdby their en-
emy, poverty, unemployment,
rotten schools, racism under
the guise of ‘democracy’.
Black powerism ties the Neg-
roes to the bourgeoisie rather
than mobilizing them against
them, uniting them with the
rest of the working class in
a fight on class interests.
Black power opens the door
to the influence of such reac-
tionary, racist forces as Wil-
ljam Buckley who adamantly
supports community control.
It leaves the Negro people
at the mercy of the oppres-

sors, the capitalists, whether
white or black.

Today Roy Innis of CORE
can support Richard Nixon
for President as the only can-
didate who represents the
interests of the Negro people.
We all of course know Nixon’s
solution, replace white cap-

’italists with black capitalists.

challenge

The teachers, the students
and the Negro community have
absolutely nothing to gain by
fighting each other. They all
face the same force, the cap-
italist class, in their fight for
a better standard of living.
Only as part of a unified
working class, challengingthe
political power of the capi-
talist class can this battle be
won. Those today who are
free from blame, the bos-
ses, their Board of Educa-
tion aad their political rep-
resentatives, tomorrow must
be exposed and thrown out,

by Mike Ross

CINCINNATI--1he March-
April strike of TUE Local
795 at the Whiteway Mfg. Co.
has been settled for the time
being. What matters now is
that we look at what the wor-
kers went for, what they got,
and what methods should be
used in the future to give the
workers a greater ability to
get the wages and working con-
ditions they need.

The basic strike issue was
over wages, The workers wan-
ted a fifty cent wage hike
over three years and a cost
of living clause. They got thir-
ty -nine cents and the cost
of living clause,

This still leaves IUE Local
795’s members some eleven
cents per hour short of what
they wanted That adds up to

aren’t getting.

We must now ask: What
changes in its methods of
conducting a strike should TUE
Local 795 and the eight other
IUE locals in the Cincinnati
area make to enable them
to win their demands withless
hardship on their members?

fund

First, the strike fund sit-
uation must be remedied. It
is to be remembered that in
the Whiteway strike, a sit-
uation existed in which no
striker and his family could
receive more than $25 per
week in strike relief, This
even applied to workers with
eight , nine, or more child-
ren. To change this, all area
IUE locals must set up a
central strike fund, so that
the workers still on the job

»»»»»»»
,,,,,,,,,,

can aid those who are on
strike, This fund should be
broadened to include all other
local unions in the Cincinnati
area; it could then function
as a Solidarity Fund. With
an assessment of one dollar
per quarter of the year for
every area union member,
such a fund could have at
least $500,000 within one
year,

unity

Further pressure on the
employers in the electrical
industry in Cincinnati must
be organized in the form of
a Joint Action Council, con-
sisting of elected delegates
from every local union in the
Cincinnati area in any way
connected with this industry.
IUE and the International

Brotherhood of

444444

Electmcal :

Workers (IBEW) as well as
certain locals of the Team-
sters and Machinists., Such
a Council could coordinate
the organization of all unor-
ganized workers in the indus-
try in the area (such as the
8,000 engineers and office
workers at General Electric
in Evensdale, as yet unor-
ganized).

And on the subject of what
demands the workers should
make, we should look again
at Whiteway. The owners of
Whiteway, the J.H. Spaulding
Co., undoubtably claimed that
they didn’t have enough money
to come across with the ex-
tra 11¢ per hour the workers
demanded. Yet if one drives
past Whiteway, he will see
that some remodeling of the
plant is in process. The mo-
ney for that' 'just.dido’tfall s

,,,,,
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out of the sky. For situations
like this, in which the boss
says he is broke, the workers
must make one definite de-
mand: You’re broke? Prove

it! Open up your account books
so that we can see this
for ourselves,
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by Lucy St. John system. It spreads the idea,

NEW YORK-- The Ocean- a reactionaryutopianidea, that DEMONSTRATION IN DISUNlTY
Hill-Brownsville experiment- democratic  control by the
al decentralizationprojecthas community will solve the BLA CKS '/ S TEA CHERS
proved to be a resounding problems of the ghetto. It
success, A success, that says let the Negro ghetto be ] :
is, for those, the bosses and continued, let those who live IN BR 0 WNS p I L LE
their government, who have there control their miseryand

absolutely no interest in im- take the blame off us. De-
proving the conditions of the centralization begins with a-
schools. partheid. No longer does the
Those who are responsible capitalist government have to
for the rotten conditions have give excuses and try to hide
gotten off the hook -- they the fact that it cannot pro-
are free from blame. Mean- Vvide the billions of dollars
while those whose interestslie  necessary to wipe out poverty.
in improving the schools are They instead substitute ‘de-
fighting each other, mocracy.” It should be clear
The Brownsville dispute that democracy is only an
has been perpetrated and empty form if it does not mean
serves the interests of those, control over the resources
and only those, who control  Which alone can provide the
this country in the interests Solution to poverty and need.
of capitalism. This policy is combined
The Brownville situation With a policy to destroy or-
cannot be seenseparatedfrom 62nized trade union’s move-
the Context of the development ~Ment which alone ~has the
of capitalism today. The cap- power to challenge the system,
italist system faces enormous 0 close down this country
economic difficulties, which in the interests of the entire
threaten profits and the very - working class.
existence of the system itself.
The capitalist economy is not unite
capable of involving the en- The only way to fight this
tire population in the produc- attack by the capitalist system
‘tive process; it isincapableof and its representatives is for
‘tackling the problem of pov- all sections of the working

‘erty and all that goes with class to unite in a political yEACHERS AND BLACKS CONFRONT EACH OTHER INSTEAD OF REAL CAUSE OF SCHOOL DECAY
poverty, unemployment, dis- struggle. This meansbreaking ’ :

crimination, slums. At the from the capitalist parties, This is the one and only destroy it -- the-government sors, the capitalists, whether
same time it must lower the the Democratic and Republi- solution. The UFT bureauc- The 8hanker bureaucracy white or black.
living standard of that sec- can parties, and forming a racy as well as the black- keeps the teachers from con- Today Roy Innis of CORE
tion of the working class, the party, a labor party, which powerites only aid their en- ducting an independent strug- c¢an support Richard Nixon
organized industrial workers, will fight in the interests of emy the capitalist class. . gle against their boss, keeps for President as the only can-
to the level of the poor. entire working class with a the teachers from unitingwith didate who represents the

‘In order to imple- Pprogram  which can end the students and their par- interests of the Negro people.
ment austerity, thebossesand racism, which can organize enemies ents, We all of course know Nixon’s
the government must keep the  the economy to meetthe needs Shanker and the bureauc-_ At the same timethoseforc- solution, replace white cap-
working class divided and of the majority of the people racy of the UFT side in this' es in the ghetto who advocate italists with black capitalists.
fighting each other, black a- in this country, battle with the very forces ‘community control’ in all its
gainst white, employed against This party must be based which have been the enem- forms play right into the rul-
unemployed, young against on the organized trade union ies of the teachers, Lindsay ing class’ hands, paving the
old. \ for only this force has power, and the Board of Education. way for the acceptance of the challenge

At the same time the organ-' Shanker accuses the commun- conditions createdbytheiren- The teachers, the students

ford . ized trade union movement ity of violating ‘due process’. emy, poverty, unemployment, and the Negrocommunityhave
This is the meaning of de- must fight for the interests  Lindsay agrees, we musthave rotten schools, racism under absolutely nothing to gain by
centralization, This plan was of the unemployed, the youth, law and order, the guise of ‘democracy’. fighting each other. They all
authored and funded by the the poor - all those excluded Maintainence of law and Black powerism ties the Neg- face the same force, the cap-
bosses in the form of the from the productive process. order today has become syn- roes to the bourgeoisie rather italist class, in their fight for
Ford Foundatiomandpromoted They must root out every bit onomous with keeping the than mobilizing them against a better standard of living,
by direct political represen- of racism existent inthelabor black rebellion down. So them, uniting them with the Only as part of a unified
tatives of the bosses such as movement. This racism only Shanker calls for the same rest of the working class in Working class, challenging the
Nixon and Lindsay. The im- gerves the bosses A‘due process’ which Lindsay a fight on class interests, political power of the capi-
plications of decentralization This is the only solution has so often used against the Black power opens the door talist class can thisbattle be
are to set the Negro ghetto to the school crisis, Not teachers in the form of fines, to the influence of such reac- won. Those today who are
against the teachers and their teachers against parents and jailings. We say that the tionary, racist forces as Wil- free from ‘blame, the bos-
union, keeping them fighting students but these forces teachers must be protected, ljam Buckley who adamantly ses, their Board of Educa-
each other rather than the united, all participating in must have job security, but- supports community control. tion aad their political rep-
real enemy and cause of the running the government in the this cannotbe obtainedthrough It leaves the Negro people resentatives, tomorrow must
rotten schools, the capitalist interests of the working class. the very forces who seek to  at the mercy of the oppres- be exposed and thrown out.

by Mike Ross aren’t getting, can aid those who are on Workers (IBEW) as well as out of the sky. For situations

CINCINNATI--The March- We must now ask: What strike. This fund should be certain locals of the Team- 1like this, in which the boss
April strike of TUE Local changes in its methods of broadened to include all other  gters and Machinists. Such
795 at the Whiteway Mfg. Co.  conducting a strike shouldITUE local unions in the Cincinnati g Council could coordinate
has been settled for the time Local 795 and the eight other area; it could then function the organization of all unor-

being. What matters now is TUE locals in the Cincinnati as a Solidarity Fund. With ganized workers in the indus-
that we look at what the wor- area make to enable them an assessment of one dollar try in the area (such as the
kers went for, what they got, to win their demands withless per quarter of the year for 8,000 engineers and office
and what methods should be hardship on their members? every area union member, workers at General Electric

says he is broke, the workers
must make one definite de-
mand: You’re broke? Prove
it! Open up your account books
so that we can see this
for ourselves,

used in the future to give the f such a fund could have at in Evensdale, as yet unor- (NS N EEEN NS SN S5 S A 6N
workers a greater ability to uad least $500,000 within one ganized), SUBSCRIBE NOW!
get the wages and working con- First, the strike fund sit- year, And on the subject of what ’
ditions they need. uation must be remedied. It unity demands the workers should the BULLETIN OF INTER-
The basic strike issue was is to be remembered that in make, we should look again NATIONAL SOCI%LISM.
over wages, Theworkerswan-  the Whiteway strike, a sit- Further pressure on the at Whiteway. The owners of enciosed is 50¢ for ten
ted a fifty cent wage hike uation existed in which no  employers in the electrical whiteway, the J.H. Spaulding issue introductory sub,
over three years and a cost striker and his family could industry in Cincinnati must Co, undoubtably claimed that enclo<ed. $2.00 for full
of living clause, They gotthir- receive more than $25 per be organized in the form of they didn’t have enough money year's sub,
ty -nine cents and the cost week in strike relief. This a Joint Action Council, con- 5 come across with the ex- Name
of living clause, even applied to workers with sisting of elected delegates try 11¢ per hour the workers
This still leaves TUE Local  eight , nine, or more child- from every local union in the demanded. Yet if one drives st. -City
795’s members some eleven  ren. To change this, all area Cincinnati area in any way past Whiteway, he will see
cents per hour short of what [UE locals must set up a connected with this industry. that some remodeling of the State Zip

they wanted. That adds upto  central strike fund, so that TIUE and the International plant is in process. The mo- Send to Rm, 8, 243 E, 10 St
.- over $200 per year that they  the workers still on the job  Brotherhood of Electrical ney for that. ;ust dxdn’t falL NYC 10003. AN
) ) . e H LR I I |
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by Tim Wohlforth

Recently the Socialist Workers Party has‘re-
issued, for the first time publicly, some of the
discussion material related to the controversy
which led to the split between the SWP and the
International Committee of the Fourth International
and the expulsion from the SWP of the group which
formed the Workers League. The collection en-
titled ‘The Nature of the Cuban Revolution: Record
of a Controversy 1960-1963’ contains an introduc-
tion by George Novack which states: ‘This col-
lection is an instructive case-history in how
Marxists apply their method of thought to a new
political phenomenon of immense importance for
the world revolution and defend their conclusions
with convincing arguments against critics and op-
ponents,” We agree,

dialectics
The very key to the theoretical development

of the revolutionary party is its ability to develop
dialectical materialism as contrasted to empir-
icism or pragmatism, The failure to develop
dialectical materialism of necessityleads to adopt-
ing the empirical method of capitalism, This in
turn traps the movement within the confines of
the ‘given facts’ of capitalist society and thus it
is incapable of changing the capitalist facts and
creating socialist facts-it is incapable of rev-

olution,
Empiricism begins and ends with the facts, It

ical understanding thus becomes more real, less
abstract. It is the empiricist in his fear of
theory and abstraction who actually is the most
abstract, He presents, us with his string of
facts, his weight of ‘evidence’, but each fact
stands isolated, abstracted from each other fact,
the inner connections between facts are not
seen, the underlying contradictory processes, com-
pletely obscured.

We start thus, not with factual appearance but
with a struggle to understand the essential pro-
cess which changes appearance. Our error Han-
sen says ‘is to establish an absolute gulf between
empiricism and Marxism.” This is in fact our
strength, On this score we stand with Trotsky,
who upon landing in Mexico in a discussion with
George Novack no less, stated in uncompromising
terms: ‘Pragmatism, empiricism is the greatest
curse of American thought,’

idea
Then there is another problem--the central

question which has concerned philosophy since
its beginning: the relation between men’s thought
processes and the processes in the natural and
social world., Marx’s greatest philosophical contri-
bution was to resolve this question and by so doing
he finished off philosophy for good. This is why
philosophy sincehis day has been retrogressive - a
retreat to philosophical conceptions objectively de-
stroyed by Marx,

The early empiricists saw mind as a mere sim-

SWP
THEIR
METHOD

AND OURS

JOE HANSEN

stays on the level of phenomena, of appearance,
But the facts are the facts of a particular class
society--capitalism, This is why empiricism of
necessity produces opportunism-an adaptation to
a reality produced by capitalism rather than a
struggle to transform this capitalist reality, With
empiricism you are strangled by the ‘given facts’.
You can only seek to influence them in this di-
rection, push them in that direction; decide which
facts seem progressive and which facts seem re-
actionary. You seek, as Joe Hansen puts it,
‘points of support’ inempirical reality, Ratherthan
fundamentally changing the facts it is the facts
that change you,

Dialectical materialism approaches this funda-
mental question differently from empiricism, Tt
does not hold, as Hansen claims we hold, that
‘mere trifles like facts don’t count’., Neither is
it a matter, as Hansen claims it is, of ‘starting
with the facts.” Tt certainly is not, as Hansen also
states, ‘‘empiricism systematically carried out.”’

It is true that Marxism, like empiricism, seeks
to understand empirical reality and is thus the
enemy of religion and all idealist philosophical
systems which deny the existence of empirical
reality or which, like Kant and the pragmatists,
seek to maintain a dualism between empirical
reality and ’ideas’. However it does not equate
empirical reality with ‘appearance’ or ‘fact’. It
sees reality dialectically thus exposing the contra-
diction between appearance and essence, form and
content, Only by making this distinction can it
then probe the most fundamental question of all--
how facts change into their opposite.

change

As long as one stays on the level of the appear-
ance of fact, change is inscrutable-but change is
the business of revolutionists. The empiricist
can note change when it has happened but cannot
fathom how it happens, Each fact is a formal fix-
ture completely separate from each other fact.
. Change occurs through the inner contradic-
tion within the fact itself, the process of negation
by which the fact becomes its opposite, In probing
this contradictory struggle within the very inner
content of factual reality, the dialectician actu-
‘ally penetrates deeply into reality. His theoret-

ple mechanical reflection of empirical fact, Thus
the contradiction between reality and thought was
wiped out by wiping out conscious thought itself.
While one could perhaps get away with suchthought-
lessness in the early state of capitalist develop-
ment the greater complexity of capitalist devel-
opment combined with its growing irrationality re-
quired the re-introduction of idea both to mystify
people as to the nature of the system they lived
under and to cope with the scientific problems
raised in a more complex economy.
dualism

- This led to the dualism of pragmatism, a
method Joe Hansen, our lover of the facts, just
the facts, is also forced to use. Pragmatism,
which has its roots in Kantian dualism, which
contradictions Hegel thoroughly exposedoveracen-
tury ago, sees ideas and theory as something sep-
arate from empirical reality, Empirical reality
is seen as real but not fully scrutable, not fully
knowable, As with Kant, God survives in that
section of reality which is inscrutable as a.sym-
bol of a society which cannot look atthe world with
complete objectivity without revealing that capit-
alist property forms no longer develop the pro-
ductive forces of man but stand as a fetter upon
them.,

To the pragmatist, theory is only an approxi-
mation of reality and thus remains essentially sep-
arated from it -- something imperfectly imposed
upon reality from without. This finds expression
in the ‘model -building’ methods of academic social
science, Tt works this way: you construct a.model
and models. Then you look at reality and see which
model fits best.

labels,

With Hansen this takes the form of labels; {I don’t
think we should.be afraid of labels-~-especially
if they are correct labels, Labels you know are
sometimes a very advantageous thing, I’ve noticed
that many times at the bar, Puta bottle of Old Pap
(private label bourbon) up and a bottle of White
Horse and you usually reach for the White Horse.’
£nd so, with this profound method, Hansen devel-
ops his theory of the Cuban state. ‘Our charact-
erizations’, he states, ‘simply reflect the facts, just
the facts.” No wonder in the debate with Hansen, in
January 1961, from which these quotes are taken, this

writer stated: ‘I might start out by saying that in

addition to having differences with Joe on the sub-
stative theoretical questions of the Cuban re volution,
I’m afraid to say that Ialsohave a difference on the
question of methodology. And this may prove to be
the most fundamental difference. I really don’t be-
lieve that our task, the task of Marxists, is to find
out in the tradition of Sergeant Friday of ‘Dragnet’
what the facts are, just the facts, and then find a
label for them.’

In fact Hansen’s speech atthat time stands as the
most gross example we have ever seen of empir-
icism and pragmatism in action. As he explains
proudly, the SWP reacted to Cuba on a.purely
empirical level as long as it could and only when
forced to, resortedtotheory of any sort--andthen of
course to pragmatism,

As Hansen explains: ‘Now how did we begin our
approach to the Cuban Revolution? We did not begin
it from atheoretical level. We began it from a polit-
ical level. The first thing we did was to determine
what our attitude would be toward the Cuban revolu-
tion as a whole, What our policy would be toward it.
This was reflected immediately in our press, inthe
Militant.’

Then he chronicles how thie Militant ‘had no dif-
ficulty whatsoever’ in determining its attitude tow-
ard a series of factual developments over a period
of six months or so without, as he states, having
any theory whatsoever of the nature of the Cuban
revolution, Thus it simply informed its readers
whether this fact or that fact was progressive or
not. Then he apologizes to this audience, the
National Committee of the SWP, for having now to
come to a theory of Cuba. But as he states: ‘At
this point, still looking at things from a political
viewpoint, it has become politically necessaryto
make a theoretical assessment,’

gulf

Pragmatism, as we have seen, actually places a
gulf between idea or theory and empirical reality.
This chasm is never fully bridged as the theory
only approximately fits as a ‘theoretical construct’
to explain the empirical data. Dialectical material -
ism approaches this question in a fundamentally
different way. Theory is not seen as something
separated from reality but as in fact a higher ex-
pression of this reality than a mere reiteration
of the ‘facts’ of reality, Ideas are not seen as
fixed forms which one seeks to impose from out-
side upon a changing empiricalworld but rather as
an expression of the inner contradictions at work.
Ideas are not a mirror of surface appearance but
an expression of inner dynamics.

By this placing consciousness within empirical
reality Marx not only broke down an age old dual-
ism which led philosophers toeither denythought or
deny empirical reality or fall into the Kantian mud-
dle of "two absolutely contradictory and thus unre-
lated ‘realities’, but with the same stroke he.yanked
the philosopher out of his study and threw him in-
to the cauldron of class struggles of our epoch,
Thought and action became one, The understanding
of the processes of change were indissolubly link-
ed with the conscious struggle to change society
fundamentally., Thought thus became more than a
reflection of the real world; it became the central
tool for changing the real world.

Thus when confronted with something like the
Cuban revolution we do not simply collect the
facts, inform our anxious public whichfacts are good
and which are bad, then when forced into it, find
a label which best fits this set of facts. Nor do we
simply note the trend of factual development and
project this trend into the future as the way future
development will occur. This latter approach, what
we call impressionism, is but a variety of prag-
matism and like pragmatism never gets beyond tie
surface. Tt establishes a model to explain a con-
temporary phenomenon andthen projects this model
as the way in which future phenomena will take
place. - Or in terms of the controversy under dis-
cussion this took the form of the ‘Cuban model’ as
the pattern for future developmentin colonial areas.

contradiction
Such an approach cau never explain the contra-

dictory movements of underlying process and sur-
face appearance, failing to see that in this under-
lying movement is the making of future surface
appearance,

Instead we begin by asking the why and hows of
the facts, to understand the process at work. But

we seek to understand this process only in order
to consciously intervene in that process to bring

about a fundamental change in the very nature
of society itself, And only by seekingto conscious-
ly intervene can we understand. Once socialists
abandon this totally prevolutionary methodological
approach, they are no longer determinants in the
historical process but become simple facts of
capitalist reality themselves determined by this
reality and thus totally incapable of changing it.
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by Lucy St. John

Throughout this series on Progressive Labor

~#e have shown the revisionist role played by PL
in the working class movement, While spewing forth
ieftist propaganda, PL in all areas of struggle,
-he trade unions, student movement, and Negro strug-
zles adapts to the present level of struggle. They
are for bread and butter in the unions, student
>ower on the campuses, and community control
n the ghettoes.

They contain these struggles on their present
. »vel limiting them to anti-political forms of action,
They cannot relate these struggles because they
refuse to fight for an independent political struggle
with a working class program. Their revolutionary
propaganda becomes opportunism in practice..

We have "pointed out that the basis of PL’s re-
visionism {s mefliod. PL‘s method is one of prag-
matism, ‘‘what works now’’ and impressionism.
9L, takes one or a number of visible aspects of this-
society which they distort and exagerate -so that

dreir whole perspective becomes fantastically un-
real, They are unable to see the whole picture
because they approach it in a one-sided way. They
see what they want to see rather than what is there,
PL moves from one distorted view to another.,

N

logic
This kind of sloppjg theoretical analysis has a
‘togic of its own, Its failure to grapple seriously
and objectively with the roots of revisionism leaves
“t at a loss to explain events in the Soviet Union,
Zastern Europe, Cuba, China. According to PL
today the Soviet Union is capitalist, Eastern Europe
:s fascist, and Cuba while being socialist did not
necome so under the leadership of Castro-his move-
ment was ‘‘bourgeois-democratic’’, Socialism came
to Cuba according to PL ‘‘through another struggle’’.
These are very serious statements with enormous
implications for the world working-class. But PL
in all its voluminous literature cannot give an ex-
planation for these developments, Rather. it apol-
ogizes with the excuse that this matter is beyond
- ¢‘the range of this article.”’

origins ‘
PL sees the origins of revisionism separated from

» international political developments, .They see the
se of revisionism in the Soviet Union as being
~vesult of Khruschev, They do not attempt to deal
ith .the orowth of revisiomsim in the Soviet Union

a historical context., They seerevisionismin the
PUSA as a result of Browder and his theory of
‘‘American Exceptionalism.’’

In attacking this theory they actually use the theory
of ‘‘American Exceptionalism’’ seeing the growth of
revisionism in the CP as a specifically American
phenomenon, They are unable to relate it to the
historical development of the world Communist move-
ment and refuse to see any connection with Stalir,
For PL Stalin was a ‘‘great revolutionary’’, They
admit he ‘‘erred’’, was not democratic enough, but
cannot relate Stalin’s errors to the development of
revisionism internationally and historically,

Contrary to what PL would like to see the origins
go back further than Browder and Khruschev., A
Marxist analysis in contradiction to PL’s impress-
ionism searches out objective reality to grasp the
whole, the origins, and historv. Trotsky in his book,
‘‘Revolution Betrayed’’ analyzed the growth of rev-
isionism in this context, using the method of dia-
lectical materialism,

-

materialist
Trotsky sought out the material basis for the

growth of revisionism. The material basis for
revisionism lay in the objective conditions which the
- Soviet Union faced following the Russian Revolution,

the Soviet economy, the defeat of the European pro-
letariat, the changing composition of the party follow-

ing the revolution, Stalinism found its base among
that section of the party and government which sought
to guarantee privileges for themselves through the
administration of the economy developing as a result
of the socialized property relations.

stalin

It was with this base and within this historical
context that Stalin elaborated the theory of socialism
in one country., This theory consisted of the justi-
fication of the guarantee to the new privilged strata
that there would be no upsets, that their privileges
would not be sacrificed to the struggle for world
revolution, The theory contained the conception
that the revolution was completed, that socialism
could be built in the Soviet Union regardless of ex-
ternal developments, that peaceful growth could occur
as long as there was no intervention.

The theory of socialism in one country required’
- break with internationalism and workers democracy
and a suppression of all those who fought for these

IT:I and the
origins of
!revisicnism

STALIN FOUNTAIN OF REVISIONISM

—

pendent class force in the world.

these ideas developed is a mystery to PL.

PL is equally unable to understand revisionism
in a materialist way. It cannot understand the real
social roots of revisionism in the formation of a
bureaucratic caste in the Soviet countries. It covers
up this inadequacy by slapping unscientific labels on
current revisionists which are used as swearwords,
as a substitute for serious analysis. Thus the Sov-
iet Union is ‘capitalist’ and Czechoslovakia ‘fascist’,
But Marxism is historical materialism--that is it
views ideas like revisionism as the product of and
serving the social interests of specific social strata
and it seeks to understand such strata by studying
their contradictory historical evolution,

Unable to understand revisionism throughan under-
standing of its origins and contemporary social. roots
it of necessity cannot break from revisionism. It
shares with the revisionism of the Soviet bureauc-
racy a common pragmatic- method. This method is
both the source of its current opportunist politics
in the Unites States and the impediment to its break-
ing from revisionism through understanding it. |,

The method of thought of the Soviet bureaucracy
is not a unique method exclusive to it because. this
bureaucracy does not represent some new or inde-
The Soviet bur-
eaucracy rather represents a degeneration of a work-

F ler’s revolution--a movement back toward capitalism.

It is neither capitalist nor socialist but rather a
transitional formation like the trade union bureauc-
racy--a bourgeois formation which stands ona working
class property base, This, like the labor bureauc-
racy here, it represents bourgeois methods of thought
within the working class movement. With such meth-
ods it can neither effectively defend the property forms

-

policies. At the same time the growth of the bur-
eaucracy contained contradictions. It on the one hand
usurped the power from the working class in order
to guarantee privileges for itself. At the same time
its power and privileges were based on the socialized
property relations: the social basis for workers rule,
While it denied workers rule it was also forced
to defend the gains of October, the socialized prop-
erty forms in order to defend the basis of its power.

collaboration
The direct result internationally of the theory of

socialism in one country was a collaborationist
policy towards the foreign bourgeoisie with the object
of averting intervention underthe guise of guaranteeing
the construction of socialism in Russia. The task
of the parties in the other countries then became to
protect the ‘USSR from intervention and not to fight
for the conquest of power internationally.

Stalin’s line meant that the struggles of the indi-
vidual CP’s became subordinate to the relations
between the Soviet bureaucracy and imperialism,
The class struggle at home was subordinated to the
strategic needs of the Soviet Union. Instead of the
class struggle, co-operation with the bourgeoisie.
Instead of internationalism, nationalism. This policy
is very clearly seen in all countries where there
were Stalinist parties,

PL correctly sees that the CPUSA developed an
uncritical, non-class attitude to the Roosevelt admin-
istration, However what they refuse to admit is
that this policy was the policy of the Soviet bur-
eaucracy and the American CP was merely.carrying
out Stalin’s policy of the Popular Front. During the
‘30’s wherever there were Stalinist CPs this policy
was carried out. The Stalinist parties all over the
world formed sustained political blocs with non-
socialist parties, blocs clearly limiting themselves
to political goals within the framework of the status
quo. The Stalinist parties after 1935 when the Pop-
ular Front was announced fought all over the world
not for revolution but ‘‘democratic unity’’ and anti-
fascist struggle.’” This policy was far from ‘‘Ameri-
can Exceptionalism’’ as PL would like to have it.
The same policy was carried out in France, Spain,
Italy, Greece and England and led to the defeats
of the working class in these countries.

The origins of ‘‘peaceful co-existence’’ did not
in fact come from Khruschevy, but lay in Stalin’s
policies during the 30s and 40s, conciliation with
the imperialists in order to preserve a peaceful
situation in the world so as to prevent any trouble
for the Soviet bureaucracy. Class collaboration at
the expense of the international mobilization of the
working class was the position of Stalin and all the
Stalinist parties all over the world.

marxist
Progressive Labor is unable to understand re-

visionism because it cannot approach it in a Marxist
way. Instead of approaching the question historically,
that is by searching for the origins of revisionism
in the development of the Russian Revolution, it
sees revisionism in an idealist and subjective way.
That is as a set of ideas which a bad guy or guys
developed in the Soviet Union. Through what process

created by the working class nor extend these prop-
erty forms through revolution elsewhere--which is
of course to same thing as the only real defense of
the Soviet countries is the extension of the revol-
ution,

The pragmatist cannot understand contradictory
phenomena, They can only seek to impose on contra-
dictory reality static formal labels--capitalism, fasc-
ism, socialism, etc. So PL wipes out the contra-
diction between the Stalinist bureaucracy and the
workers property forms in the Soviet Union by de-
claring it to be a capitalist country. Thus we get
only one side of reality--the USSR’s attempt to
hold back revolutionandto compromise with the imper-
ialists. Missing is the other side reflected, for in-
stance, in the necessity for the USSR to give re:l
and important material aid to North Vietnam and NLF
in their fight against U.S, imperialism--not sufficient
aid, and not without strings attached--but aid none-
theless. What capitalist country, we ask, is sending
guns and supplies to the Vietnamese?

china
But when it comes to China contradiction is wiped

out in the opposite way. The label ‘socialist’ is
placed on China and the contradiction of the Chinese
bureaucracy with the workers property forms is
wiped out by wiping out the Chinese bureaucracy--
not in reality but in the minds of PL members, Thus
while PL can understand well enough Mao’s mobil-
ization of the Red Guards against Liu it cannot under-
stand how Liu rose so high in the Chinese govern-
ment to begin with nor can-it understand Mao’s efforts
to leash the unleashed Red Guards, to compromise
with center sections of the bureaucracy, and his fear
to take any real step towards establishing proletarian
democracy in the country--such as recognizing the
right of parties who stand on the basis of the workers
property form to function, print newspapers and com-
pete politically with the CCP,

While PL can explain Mao’s more intransigent stand
against the U.S. in Vietnam now, it cannot explain
Mao’s complicity in the Geneva Accords which allowed
imperialism to take over one half of Vietnam and thus
lay the basis for the present conflict, The same goes
for Mao’s support of the Indonesian Communist Party
which in turn supported the bourgeois regime of Su-
karno leading to its own destruction at the hands
of the Indonesian bourgeoisie,

Trotskyists view th‘!e"v’gxdld differently, While PL
continues to denounce us as ‘anti-Soviet’ we have no
difficulty in defending all the workers states against
the imperialists including the USSR and Czechoslo-
vakia, At the same time we fight against the bur-
eaucracies in these countries recognizing them as
precisely the social force which undermines the
property forms internally and cannot defend the work -
ers states externally.

Here in the United States we start from the class
interests of the workers not from particular momen-
tary movements of the class. We fight for a program
which can unite the class in action against the cap-
italist . class and through which the workers can go
from the defensive to the offensive by fighting polit-
ically for a new party of the working class as a whole.
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By a Hospital Worker

New York, May 29--A
militant sit-down strike at
Cumberland Hospital in
Brooklyn which began on Fri-
day, May 24 ended in victory
today., Nearly 100 technical
and clerical workers began
the.sit-in inthe hospital 1obby,
demanding an immediate elec-
tion so they could choose Lo~
cal 1199 as their represen-
tative, They won this demand
on May 29, with an election
to be held within 10 days.

The sit-down spread to 2
floors of the hospital, occupy-
ing the Administration office
and all of the labs, on the
morning of May 27, By that
afternoon 23 workers hadbeen
arrested but the strike con-
tinued very solidly, withsym-
pathy support on the picket
line from workers at other
Brooklyn hospitals, including
Brooklyn Jewish and Jewish
Chronic, Hundreds of wor-
kers staged sympathy sit-ins
at Harlem, Lincoln, and
Queens General Hospitals
which, like Cumberland, are

B
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STRIKERS OCCUPY HOSPITAL OFFIE DURING MILITANT 1199 STRIKE

city-owned but administered
through affiliation contracts
by voluntary (private, non-
profit) hospitals.

Thus Cumberland is affilia-
ted with Brooklyn Hospital,
a voluntary hospital whichhas
not yet been organized by the
union and whose former dir-
ector is none other than the
present City Hospitals Comm-
issioner, Joseph Terenzio, It
is a safe bet that Terenzio
had a hand in the efforts
of the Cumberland bosses to

stall a union representation
election.

The bosses first claimed
that a jurisdictional dispute
was involved, with Local 144
of the Building Service Em-
ployees also involved in or-
ganizing., This is a complete-
ly phony issue, as the elec-
tion will show, Local 144
stopped organizing efforts
some weeks ago andhas abso-
lutely no support among the
workers, The bosses hoped
to stall anyway, in the hope
that delays would weaken the
union and give them time to

“that "ThHey are preparmy

mount a campaign against it,
But the workers held firm,
and with support from their
co-workers at other hospitals
they won,

More than Cumberland was
involved in this showdowu,
Local 1199 is now in the mid-
dle of negotiating a contract
with almost 20 hospitals on
a citywide basis. The Cum-
berland strike was a testing
ground, a way for the bosses
to test the fighting capacity
of the union in preparation
for the July 1st contract ex-
piration date and showdown,
The bosses haveletitbe known

or a
strike in July, and the victory
at Cumberland shows the po-
wer of the workers,

This strike was just the be-
gining, ‘as  hospital workers
also prepare for July. With
less than five weeks to go,
the confrontation shaping up
will be something without par-
allel in the history of the
union.

1199 members must prepare
to strike on July lst to win
their $100 weekly minimum
salary demand and their other
major demands, The ranks
of the union must make clear
their determination to win
their wage demands in 1968,

STRIKERS JAM HALLWAY IN ACTION WHICH FORCED BARGAINING ELECTION ON EVE OF CITYWIDE CONTRACT DEADLINE

PICKETS MARCH IN FRONT OF CUMBERLAND HOSPIT

Al
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