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HOW TO SELECT A LEADERSHIP

By James P, Cannon

(The following article on the election-of the National Committee is reprintéd from Letters From Prison, )

.

In our opinion the most important reason

for stretching the convention out for another
day is to give adequate time for a free and
well-deliberated selection by the delegates of the
new National Committee. This 'is one of the
strongest guarantees of the democracy of the
party. Our party has always been more dem-
ocratic, ten times more democratic, in ihis re-
spect than any other party. But there is room
for improvement, and we should conSéidusly
seek out the necessary methods.

We never went in for any of therigging, wangl-
ing, vote-trading and leadership-pressure devices
by which, in practlcally all’ other parties (strike
out the word practlcally ) the convention dele-
gates are usually defrauded of a large part
of their democratic freedom of choice. If one
has a self-sul'hcxent revolutionary party in mind,
all such methods are self-defeating. A revolu-
tionary party needs a leadership that really rep-
resents the party, that is really one w1th the
party

Without thls democratlc correcuve, freely
brought into play at every convention, centraliza-
tion and discipline inevitably become caricatures
and forms of abuse which injure the organiza-
tion every time they are exercised. A revolu-
tionary. leadershlp must feel free at ali times
to act boldly and confidently in the name of
the party. For that, it needs to be sure that
there is no flaw in its mandate.

No rules exist to guide us in the technical
execution . of this difficult .and delicate task to
the best advantage of the party. The democratic
selection ‘of the primary and secondary lead-
ers is a sufflcxently nnportantquesnon nobody.
knows how much damage can be done by bun-
gling it—but, as far as I know, nobody has
ever written anything ,atgout it. .Nobody has
taught us anything. We are obliged to think
and experiment for curselves.

The democratic impulses of the rank and file
mclme them to react unfavorably to slates,
as they feel, not without reason, that tney nar-
row down for all practical purposes the free-
dom of choice. The Social-Democratic pohtic;ans,
who are as undemocratxc a collection of ras-
cals. as._one can ever expect to meet, have al-
ways exploned thxs sentiment by announcing
their firm, democratic opposition to slates. Of
course, there was a little catch to their virtuous
slogan of "no slates." They meant no openly
avowed slates which would possibly be open
to discussion and amendment. Instead of that,
the noble Social-Democrats rig up secret slates
by means of horse trades and petty bribes to

ensure their control. A good 50 percent of Social-
Democratic convention pohllcs is always de-
voted to this kind of business.

From the first days of American communism,
which also coincided with the first appearance
on the scene of a new type of leader with a
new conception of "politics,” we tried to break
through .the "no-slate” fraud and devise a more
honest system by which the leaders would fake
open. responsibility for their proposals and give’
reasons for their preferences in the makeup of.
the leadmg committee. It became rather common
practice for the leading committees, in national
as well as local conventions in the commumst
movement, to propose a slate of candidates for
the new committee to be elected We carried the
practice with us in the independent movement
of Trotskyism. (Durmg factional struggles the
slatemaking arrangements were carried on in
the separate caucuses of the factions.)

-This method was, without doubt, far superior
to the "no-slate” tricks of our socialist predeces-
sors,. being more honest, and in the essence
of the matter, evenrmore democratic. -

But. this system also was not free from nega-
tive aspects, and even dangers. 1 perceived some
of them long ago, have thought much about
the matter, and from time to time have.tried
to devise corrective experiments. What impressed
me most of all was the quite obvious fact that
while. the presentation of a.slate of candidates
by the leadership is the most Tefficient” way
to- get through the business of the election of
the NC-—usually the last point-on the agenda,
carried through in a great hurry —itconcentrates
too much power in the leadership just at that
very point— the convention— where- the demo-
cratic corrective of rank-and-file control should
be asserted most strongly.

It is not the election of the central, most prom-
inent and influential leaders themselves. That
problem solves” itself. almost automatically in
the .interplay of party work.andinternal strife.
The. problem arises over the selection-of the
secondary leaders, the new committee members,
the potential leaders of the future. -As a rule,
this part of the slate if presented by the most
authoritative central leaders, is accepted,.whether.
enthusiastically or.not, by the convention; many
delegates are reluctant to oppose them. i

It is senseless, of course, to speak of a revo-
lutionary combat party without recognizing-the
necessity of a centralized, fully empowered lead-
ership. But this states only one half of the prob-



lem. Leninist centralism is democraticcentralism,
a profoundly dialectical concept. The other half
of the Leninist formula recognizes no less the
necessity of subordinating the leadership, really
as well as formally, to the party; keeping it
under the control of the party. The party con-
stitution does everythmg that can be done in
a formal sense to ‘provide for the mteractxon
of centralism and democracy. '

The structure of the party is strictly hierarch-
ical. Higher committees command the lower.
Full authority over all is vested in the National
Committee. But the NC, like all other commit-
tees, is required to render accounts and sur-
render its mandate at stated intervals to the
party convention to which it is subordinated.
This is the formal, constitutional guarantee both
for centralization and the ultimate conttol of
the leadership.

But it is also necessary to think about the
spirit as well as the letter of the party consti-
tution. A farsighted leadership should concern
itself with the elusive, intangible factors which
can play such a great role in determining the
actual relationship between the NC ‘and the
ranks. '

Some of these factors arise from the compo-:

sition of the NC and the division of functions
within it. Nominaily, this body consists of twen-
ty-five members, and they all have equal rights.
In addition there are fifteen alternates. But the
majority come to the center only for meetings
of the plenim which are not held very often.
Between plenums the power is delegated to the
Political Committee. From this it is quite clear
that one section of the National Committee is
in a position to exert far more influence on the
day-to-day work and interpretation. of party
policy than the other.
" Again, some are older, more experienced and
more prominent- than others, and consequently
wield greater authority in the commitee as well
as in the party as a whole. On the other side,
the committee members from the districts and
the younger members of the committee generally,
who are active in local work, are closer to the
rank and file than the central leaders of the
party are, and represent them more directly
and intimately. This gives them a special func-
tion in the. NC of extraordinary importance.
Their presence represents- a form-.of continu-
ing rank-and-file control and supervision over
the central leaders. They can fulfill this func-
tion, however, only insofar as. they are people
of independent influence and popularity in their
own localities; only insofar as they are freely
elected on their own merits, not handpicked:
- To ‘be sure, the central leaders cannot be in-
different to the selection of the secondary lead-
ership. In this, as in everything ‘else, leaders
must lead. In a certain sense, the central party
leaders. "select” their collaborators and eventual
successors. The question is, how to go about

it? It is often easy for politically experienced
leaders to convince themselves that they are
better judges of the qualifications and potential-
ities of certain candidates than the rank-and-
file delegates. And, as a rule, it is not too dif-
ficult to force their selections through by means
of the "slate.” This may appear to be the most
"efficient” way But in my opinion, ‘there is a
better way.

Wisdom lies in "selécting" people who have
popularity and influence in their own right,
and whose promotion coincides with the wishes
of the party members who know them best. That
means to select people who are advancing under
their own power. '

I came to this conclusion a long time ago,
and as far as I have been able to influence the
course of things it has been the party method
of selecting the NC. Extensive and varied expe-
rience, with every imaginable Kind’ ofexpenment
has- convinced me that this method, even at the
cost of incidental mlstakes, works out best in
the long run.

The central leaders of the pg;ty who work
from day to day without close contact with the
internal life of the branches, need such a consti-
tution. of the NC if they are to lead the party
confidently; lead it with the assurance that they
know the moods and sentiments of the ranks
and are in step with them When ‘doubt arises,
or when some new 1mportant step is under ¢on-
sideration, it is only necessary to consult the
out-of-town members of the NC by mail, or to
call a plenum, in order tc get areliable sounding
of the party. Approval of a given course by the
plenum is a pretty certain forecast of similar
action by the party.

Conversely, when the plenum finds it neces-
sary to overrule the Political Committee— and
this has happened more than once, notably in
1938-1939 —it is a sign that the Political Com-
mittee is out of line with the party and requires
a change in its composition. The 1938-39 Na-
tional - Committee rebuked the PC several times
and finally reorganized it; and later tests showed
that the full plenum most accurately reflected the
sentiment of the party.

A serious and conscientious party leadership
should deliberately aim at a National Committee
so composed as to be, in effect, a mlcrocosm of
the party. When the full plenum of su¢h’a Na-
tional Committee meets between convenbons, to
all intents and purposes the party is there in the
room. That is far more useful to responsiblé
political leaders than a roomful of handpicked
supporters without independent influence and
authority. Bureaucrats who have ‘special inter-
ests of their own to defend agamst the rank and
file need to surround themselves with dependent
henchmen; but revolutionary political leaders
need support of an entirely different kind, the
support of people who really represent the rank
and file of the party.



There -is another, and even more important,

reason the rank-and-file .convention -delegates -

should take over the election of the National
Committee and be free ‘from undue pressure

and ‘influence on-the part:of the national political

leadership invexercising this function. The free
selection of the full membership.of the Nationsal

Committee. is' periaps the most decisive way to -

strengthen.‘and: reinforce genuine party democ:-

racy. It puts the'political leaders under the direct

supervision and control of: a second line of
leaders- who  are in- intimate daily contact with

the local and: district orgamzatlons and, ifn fact,

represent them in the: plerium.

This control doesn't have to be exercised évery
day to be effective. The fdct that-it is there, ‘and
can hbe demonstrated when necessary, is what
counts. Strange to relate, the professional demo-
crats have never once in the history of our party
bothered their heads about the method of select-
ing the National Committee from the standpoint
of reinforcing party democracy. This, in my
opinion, is because they tend to think of democ-
racy almost exclusively in terms of unlimited and
unrestricted self-expression and forget that con-
trol of the central leadership, which inday-to-day
practices is limited to a very small group, by a
larger group standing closer to the rank and
file, is the most important mechanism to assure
the democratic half of the Leninist formula: dem-
ocratic-centralism.

Throwing the floor open for nominations on
the last day of the convention is not the only
alternative to a slate presented by the outgoing
NC. That only throws the delegate body into
disorganized confusion and facilitates the ma-
nipulation of the election by means of secret
slates and horse trades, the favorite method of
Social-Democrats.

There is no infallible formula, but the results
of our experiments over a period of many years
argue most convincingly in favor of a slate pre-
pared by a nominating commission. Of course,
there are nominating commissions and nomi-
nating commissions. But the best, that is, the
most democratic, is not the nominating com-
mission appointed by the outgoing NC, nor the
one elected at random from the floor of the con-
vention. The most efficient, for the purposes set
forth above, is the nominating commission se-
lected by the branch or district delegations on a
roughly proportional basis — each delegation
selecting its own representative— and then rati-
fied by the convention. The nominating commis-
sion, thus conceived, is a body actually repre-
senting the rank-and-file delegations from the
districts.

It would be grossly improper for individual
central leaders to intrude themselves upon the
commission and seek to dominate its proceed-
ings. That would amount to a circumvention
of the democratic process aimed at in the pro-

posal. . It is the part of wisdom for the central
leaders to leave the nominating commission:to
its . own devices, tespecting the essence- of party-’?
democracy as well as the form. =

The nominating commission should be selected'
on the first day of the convention; it should begin
its sessions at once and meet at least orice 4 day ’
thereafter” to' consider the vanous nominations -
untii ‘a slate is decided upon for' presentaﬁon to
the convention when the election of the NC comes
up’on the agenda. '

‘In my ‘opinion, “the first step of the commlssxonA
at the 1944 convention should be to discard
formally ‘the ruhng whxch paralyzed the workf
of the nomihating commission “at’ the 1942 con-
vention—, the utterly stupid and. rea.ctmnary prin-
ciple that every member of the outgomg NC was,
as a matter of course, to be reelected unless good
cause was shown to remove him. That turns
things upside down. Nobody can be "frozen” in
any position in a revolutionary party. He must
stand for election at each convention, and the
election must be free and open.

Room must be left for competition and rivalry
and differences of opinion to operate without
artificial restraints. Members of the outgoing NC
should be placed in exactly the same status as
new aspirants — as candidates for election. The
nominating commission should adopt a rule to
this effect at its first session.

The most practical next step is to take a pre-
liminary poll to ascertain how many candidates
are generally favored for election as national
leaders who are not counted as representatives
of any special district of the party. This will
clear the road for the apportionment of the
remaining places on the slate for local and
district representatives. Here, again, there should
be no "freezing" of old representation and no
automatic closing of the door to new candidates
from districts previously not represented.

The object should be to provide the fairest
possible representation of the districts in the
new NC; but the principle of proportional repre-
sentation should be modified by other consider-
ations: the relative importance of the district;
the quality of the candidates; the special role
played by certain candidates, etc.

The commission should announce the time
and place of its daily sessions, and invite any
delegate who wishes to argue for or against
any candidate to appear and take the floor. The
slate finally decided upon, either by agreement
or majority vote, should be presented to the
convention as the nominations of the nominating
commission. That leaves the floor open for other
nominations and free discussion before the ballot
is taken.

Naturally, one would have to have some good
arguments for another candidate to hope to
amend the slate of the nominating commission.
But if he thinks he has a strong case, there is



no reason why he shouldn't make the attempt.
Adequate time and patience must be accorded
for the presentation of any such proposed amend-
ments. The heavens will not fall if a slate is
amended once in a while.

One word more. The convention should not
shunt the election of the new NC off till the last
hurried half-hour of the convention, when impa-
tience of departing delegations would tend to

discourage full discussion and ample considera- -

tion of the various nominations. The best proce-
dure would be to fix a definite hour and day
to take up the election of the NC whether the
rest of the agenda is finished or not at that time,

This decision  should be made demonstratively
in order to call sharp attention to the vital im-

portance of full and careful deliberation in selec-

ting the party leadership. And even more im-
portant, the convention will thus give 1tself time
to do the job right.

All of .these measures will not guarantee the
election of an ideal’ National Committee. But
they should help to provide us with the best
committee that a.free party can select from:the
material at hand by the method of party demeoc-
racy. If the returning delegates go home with .
the feeling that this has been accomplished, the:
new NC will be able to begin its work with a:
strong authority. On the other hand, the leader-
ship, precisely because of the care and.delibera-
tion taken in the selection of the personnel of the.
NC, will feel itself to be more than ever under
the watchful supervision and control of the party.



WHERE THE MAOISTS STAND TODAY"

by Jon Hillson, Boston local

The purpose of this contribution is to assess the present
state of the Maoist forces in the United States, their per-
spectives for unity and growth and to raise some ideas on
our relationship to them. ‘

The re-emergence of Maoism as a political tendency
in the radical left began in late 1972 and the early part of
1973, although the roots of such a development can be '
traced to the Students for Democratic Society. S

Since that initial stage of the intervention of Maoist
groups into political activity, the publication of tendency
papers and the "conversion” of the Guardian to Maoism, *
this milieu has undergone modest growth,

Where does that growth stand today?

The Revolutionary Union

The Revolutionary Union (RU) is the largest of the
Maoist groups, It'has branches in 25 cities and may have
upwards of 600 members. - It also runs the Revolutionary’
Student Brigade, which is dealt with in another part -of this
piece; ‘which may have upwards of 600 meimbers. -~

The RU is in the process of being isolated in the "new
communist movement." Such a situation reflects a turn-
about in the Maoists current, in wtuch RU maintained ef-
fective sway for a ‘period.

The reason for RU’s isolation stems from a cemplete’
about-face it made on the national question in the early
part of this year, The RU theoretically held, - essentially,
that it was correct for revolutionaries to champion the
special demands of oppressed nationalities. They supported
the right of self-~determination for’Blacks and other op-
pressed nationalities, - Their actual position, however;
boiled down to an ultraleft presertation of the nationalism
of the oppressed, reflectéd in slogans like "Black workers’
take the lead, " etc. This position was a holdover from the
RU's "third-worldist" adaptation to-ultraleft nationalism
in the 1960s when RU was part of SDS, Such an adapta-
tion to nationalism was the basis for RU's bloc with the - -
Black Workers Congress, the Puerto Rican Revolutionary

Workers Organization and the Chinese~ American I Wor Kueén

group, in 1973.

ThlS bloc was desxgned to form a new, multmanonal
"communist party, "

The RU’s turn- on the national question was to the right.

The RU was developed in a workerist perspective, This
workerist outlook tended to become more and more dom-
inant given the general ebb of the struggles of oppressed
nationalities that has marked the 1970s, As such struggles
declined, and as the US économy worsened, RU's-Maoist
workerism has lead them to reject any concrete support to
the special demands and struggles of the oppressed nation-
alities. They claim to have corrected an "ultraleft” error.
In reality, they were at one time forced by the objective
pressure of the nationalist movement to adapt to. it--in an-
ultraleft and sectarian manner, In the absence of such
struggle; the RU found that‘perspective a roadblock to .
adapting to the "working class” or, more precisely, back-
ward white workers whose dividends from racist exploitation
present an obstacle to embracing the demands and struggles
of oppressed nationalities, J

RU still maintains Blacks have the right to self-
determination and separation, but now call for a "working
class unity" against "narrow nationalism™ and “white -
chauvinism. " Decoded, this means the RU tail ends the
racist backwardness of white 'workers in opposition to the
independent dynamics of the struggles and rights of oppressed
nationalities, e

The practice of this perspective leads to the break up of
the RU bloc with PRRWO, BWC and the IWK, in public and
amid a continuing avalanche of lengthy polemics. The -
BWC has denounced the RU as "social fascist, * hardty an
apt description, but an indicator of the depth of an1mos1ty
that now has taken the place of " umty

The evolution of RU's line--which objectively has the
same ring of anti-nationalist' workerism that characterizes
the Workers'League, the Spartacist League and other sects--
can be seen in that organization's shameful adaptation to
white racism in Boston.

In the wake of a racist offensive against desegrégation,
the RU has crudely and fruitlessly sought a " progressive" side
to the anti-busing "militancy” of the white workers and
white working. class youth who have sought to stop de-
segregation. - The fact that the source of the anti-busing -
drive is an open attempt to préserve all white schools;
that racist epithets have filled the air in Boston sincé school
opened; that the anti-integration drive is directly organized
by and serves the class interests of the capitalist, racist
rulers of Boston are‘subsidiary features, debatable at that,
according to the RU,

- The Militant has carried ‘polemical articles’on this



subject, as will the YS, that -amplify the logic and roots of .
such a perspective,

The RU has been a target of sharp polemics in its own
circles as well. The Guardian has blasted them, the rival
Octoher- League has characterized their:perspective in Boston
as racist, ~and virtually all other radieat.organizations:have
slammed the RU for their capitulation:to white racism.

This event is a key source -of RU's isolation. . The past
year of their -tumn en the national question -has served two
other purposes as well. First, . it has thinned out the RU's
Black membership,. including all its Biack central.committee
members.. Second, it has provided a bridge to the most - -
backward - elements of the radical miovement to joinsthe - ..
organization, a factor that will deepen.the logic.aof this. .
"turn” in other areas, . such.-as women's liberation struggles.
«... Accompanying the: RU's: posturing tewards and .prettify-
ing rhe:sekist, racist -ignorance of the mokt privileged:ele-
ments of the working class--the minority of the proletariat:
as a whole--is a "style of work" that flows from the group s
sectarianism and isolation, - S ST

e T R SRR ST SIS 5

Fifty:RU members " visited" the Guardian staff to,"dis+
cuss” politics. ; ‘Harassing staff members, they picketed:.the-
office. In Cleveland, RU inembers juinped .and beat CP. -
leader Rick Nagin. Threats and gutter level polemrics re- -
flect the organization's troubled situation. - S A

. The -RU. has called for a "new communist ‘party"”. as soon
as-possible. :.Such a perspective means the RU will tutn’it=
self into a party, .to the exclusion of vutualiyrall other
Maoist: teudencms. - : '

As well, the RU has embarked on-a national campaign
with a front group called the Unemployed Workers Organ-
izing Committee seeking to garner one million-signatures
in an ultraleft ‘campaign against-unemployment qutside the
union. movement. Such: bravado is geared to. enthuse-its ...
membership and is bound to resuls in. muob tess. than the
overprojection it is, TR T AT

The RU likewise has launched a series of supra-unjon
front-groups designed to "jam" or " put-up against the wall™.
various union bureaucracjes.. These fronts assembled, for .:-
instanee;. in Atlantic City. to: demonstrate against the no-
stnke clause being discussed at'the Steelworkers convenuon
there, One of their more. interesting chants was " Abel you
slob,,get a job," 5 e e

’Ehls mfanme lefusm ‘in--or, -more precxsely. agamst—-
the union movement also promises a short life extectancy..

As well as setting up narrow fronts dominated and con-
trolled by the RU to involve non-RU elements, these Maoists

", - have breathed new life into the corpse of the Vietnam

Veterans Against the War, They play a leading role in the
Iranian Students Association and are a motive force in the
purges racking that organization, first against Moscow
Stalinists, later against some supporters of revolutionary
Marxism,. and now agamst other Maaists. :
E SR IEE &

The RU, ,whlle suppomng Chma, s. perspective of laudmg
the "anti-imperialist” Shah of Iran, .calls fer the overthrow
of the monarch. '

RU oppeses ahe Equal nghts Amepdment. abstams from
and tends to oppose: work: around abortion vights, generally .
abstains from and .opposes-the Coalition; of:];akor Union
Women, It has recently been scandalized by the publica-
tion of an especially vicious- piece of anti-homosexual
prejudice which lays.out, RU's opposition. to the,gay move--
ment, why it bars homosexual members, etc.sFhe.. .

Guardian featured an entire letter page.attacking the RU

on this position,
What RU has become is a lightning rod in the radical
movement for prejudice, bigotry and backwagdness,imbuedr
in the workmg class by bourgeo1s 1deology” T
-A semi- rmhtaust pose (when RU: leader, Bob ﬁqahan,
toured the country, he was guarded by thug-like: devotees.
carrying bats and tablg legs and.all attending his speeches. -
were subject to thorough frisks) designed to impress the-uns
convinced about RU's "hardness" echoes the group s carica-
tunng of "the worker, . . . : : L e

In rny Opll'llOl'l, the) RU7 faces a, gnm struggle fer mf;ywal
An anathema to most Maoists, isolated in its own milieu;. -
the organization is in the process of a conservative turn that
incluc]esAsu‘id,em se,ctarianism and hooliganism. T

The f1rstﬂg_ domestlc test the Ma01sts have faoed is
ga_mst‘,t;he Black commumty and‘desegxeganon‘-,-they,haw,,
sided with the ruling class:against the proletariat, - A'rer: .
flection-of that is to be-seen: in the November Revolution; .
the monthiy paper of the Rih: - It takes up some of the'
critigism of the RU..perspective in° The Militant. The RU °
spends more-time iin this article-on the SWP than in all of =
its previous issues over the last two -years, - The fact.that "
our polemics have:penetrated the thick, sectarian hide of .,
these -Maoists whio, for the sake.of gonvenience do not con-::
sider, Trotskyists.” part. of the teft" is ap-indicator-of the:: . -

pressure they feel, : Lo

In attempting to answer our criticisms, as well as those
of nther groups, the RU moves deeper into the racist muck
of the anti-busing movement. At a recent publie debate in
Boston, an RU spokesperson declared: "We are sensitive to
and share the congerns of white parents for their children's



safety.” The RU is in the process of seeking to’ form a "de-
fense committee" for a leader of the South Boston racists
who was arrested, he claimed, for attempting to stop the
beating of Jean Louis Andre Yvon; a Black man being at-
tacked by a white mob, This racist stated in Boston ‘papérs
he was against busing, but disagreed with the mob violetice;
his fight at the scene of the lynch was with the cops, “who-
South Bostonians despise, , . not out of any progressive mood,
but because the police have stood, albeit unenthusiastically,
between them and the Black students they seek to drive
from the all-white nerghborhoods
"The RU has involved this thig in the meetings of the -
"Mass Worker its "anti-imperialist" workers paper. It sought
unsuccessfully to build a similar deferise for another racist
"cop—hater" facmg a federal civﬂ rlghts violation rap.
The’RU has begun, in pract'rce, to enter the antr—husmg

movement, a logical process’ which flows from its betief -
that busing is a bourgeois plan designed to split the prole-
tariat, In other words, that desegregation is a burden im-
posed on white workers who justifiably rebel. ~White the

RU claims tobe anti-racist--rather vociferously, lately--'
such rhetoric flies in the face of reality. The RU refuses to
build the December 14 March, ‘and was not present on the
November 30 Demonstranon of 5, 000. : '

A key source of RU's c/ap‘itulation to white suprémacy--
and sexism, among other backward ideologies--is its
definition of an " advanced worker,” The-orttiodox Leninist
view holds that the advanced worker is one who most
surefootedly grasps, works to implement, win othets to the
struggle, issues and” program of revolunonary socialists,”

This is a political charactetrization which bases itself oo
the level of conscidusness of the advanced worker, not that
of the militant worker or activist trade-unionist, But the
RU defines the advanced worker as one whom other workers

"go to with their problems and look with respect to." While
this worker is, acccrding to the RU, against the bcéses,
what is fundamental is their popularity. Such a worker, by
defimition, could easily be-a racist, an opponent of equal”
rights for women, etc, This definition coniveniently allows
the RU to'circumvent the teal relatmnshtp of advanced
consciousiiéss which goes beyord, ’bu‘t sees the necéssity for,
really butiding the union movement. “ Concretely, the RU !

"advanced worker" is a gimmick, 2: ‘$hort cut to phonily ™

" proletarianize® the organization, 'This “advanced worker
in Boston, then, is the white worker who hates the boss,”*
desegregation, and wins'the “respect” of fellow workers with
the militant bus-blocking tactics the RU has informaily
stated are ]umflable The logic of such a perspective is '
obvious, Co EE :

‘New, big tests of the class struggle are sure to come.
The chances are that such challenges'will catch the RU still
reeling from its most recent problems. - This reality offers

httle perspective for the group s growth and influence, al-
though over a short period they stand to keep picking up ‘the
more demorahzed elements of the Maoist rmheu

The October League/Guardian

The Guardian, while feigning the title of "independent
radical newsweekly," accurately reflects the politics of the
October League, an organization of perhaps 300 with
branches in seven or eight cities around the country, The
OL was’ forrned about three years ago nearly four years
after’ the RU,”

I believe that the OL-Guardian combination is the
leading tendency in the Maoist milieu. It has a political *
perspective offering a more lengthy tenure in the rad1cal
movement than :any of its nvals ‘

*The professi’oﬁai’looking appearance of the Guardian
paper, 'its circulation of 21, 000 and its history as a mouth-
piece for a variety of ultraleft schemes over the past
several years are a part of this potential, =

‘Where the RU maintains what amounts to a dual-unionist
perspective--building " anti- imperialist workers organiza-
tions” outside the union movemernt--the OL-Guardian calls
for “moving the unions to the left." This perspective com-
bines both an Gpportunist tailing of the liberal union
bureaucracy and premature and sectarian struggles for

- power against the bureaucracy though narrow caucuses.

While the RU créates thie most transparent front groups
for its "mass work, " the OL- Guardian states its readiness ~
and has worked' with authentic united front type formations
which included the CP, ‘the Democratic Party, othef
reformists and the revelutionary socialists of the SWP and
the YSA--something which the RU excludes in principle.

"'The OL -actively intervenes in CLUW--not, however,
with the intention of building CLUW as a union women's
organization. Rather, the OL séeks a " working class
women's organization, " ‘a coded description- for a-decision to
"take on" the union bureaucracy through “left wing" CLUW
chapters. In some areas, the OL has imposed, through
ifitiating CLUW" pre-chapters “this perspective, and has
thus stymied thé: real grov)th of CLUW e :

The OL supports and has worked for the passage of the
ERA. It-miaintains’a more open attitude to dbortion
struggles, thougli'it likewise is tenuous on commitment as
aresultof its subservience to the Chinese bureaucracy s
glonfrcatmn of the workmg class family."

-~The OL has no bar on gay members, Its style of work
lacks the look of thuggery and machlsmo that characterizes
the RU, . ‘ :



. In Boston, the OL has not been. able to intervene in the
struggle against the racist offensive against desegregatlon
The OL has charactenzed the anti-busing drive as racist,

It has shakﬂy raised the demand for troops. It has done zero
work to mobilize the Black community.and its alhes It has
mistakenly seen the anti-busing effoit as "fascist,™ 4 cori
venient, alarmist slogan which fundamentally misses the
reahty of this racist movement, which is organized by -
capltahst Democ.rats and Repubhcans Ihe OL has made
public "self- cr1t1c1srns" for a "rightist” attitude at.the out-
set of the effort to stop. desegregatmn--that is,. apparently,

a do-nothing attitude that tendéd to capitulate to.* "tailing”
the pro-busing forces uncritically. The OL has issued
empty-headed calls for "white communists” to go.into the
central anti-busing nelghBorhoods to "struggle” to win white
workers to. support the democratic rights of Blacks The key
test of practlce takes rhetoric out of the.sky, . The OL was
absent from nor did it build the November 30 demonstration
of 5, 000 people for desegregation. in -Boston, It is unelear if
it has a similar attitude to December 14. Such shillys, .
shallyingris a reflection of their practical confusion pn the
burning questions of the day posed by the racist.offensive.

Its liberal, social worker's perspective in Boston denies
the funda.mental need for a political mobilization of the
Black cox;nrnumty--whrch will serve as a powerful pole of
.attraction for its allies among white workers and others--to
defeat the racist pffensive in the streets, They lack.a .
mass action approach. . They schematically separate the ..
"tasks".of "oppressed” and "oppressor" pationality communists
into private "community work" in the Black and "white"
communities.. . The OL,ends up.abstaining in reality from
the real struggle. . They rarely sell their monthly press-in
general and have been able to initiate two meetings, one a
tour for OL leader, Lynn Wells, the other, an in-groupish
forum on busing with other ultralefts. . .

If the RU’s position in Boston is so abysmal, it is to
the advantage of the OL, whjch has-produced no coherent
strategy to influence events and is most interested, at this
point in.time, ‘10 utilize the Boston situation to score de--.

_bater's points agamst the RU in-the debate in the Maoist -
‘milieu. ST :

- The OL maintains a:"Black belt" .theory as the source-
of its support to the right .of self-determination for the ..
Black population. So-called because of its soil color, the
Black belt is allggedly a crescent of territory. from. East
Texas to. Southern Maryland.. The OL states clearly it be-
lieves secession- by the Black nationality would be an errer,
a position that denies in teality a revolutionary position of
unconditional support to the. right of self-determination,
including separation, If Blacks were to embark on such an
"erroneous” caurse, the OL believes the new, Black state
must be where the "historic homeland" . of Blacks is-~the -
Black belt South. This position, again, denies the right of
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‘Chin‘a‘ to a suppart, organization,
.organized by. this group have been quite sizable--upwards

self-determination because it prescribes where a separate
state must be.

'I'hls Stahrust, 1deallst notton of the, "Black belt" bemg
;he hrstortc homeland of Blacks and the foundation for. the

right, of self-determination is an antique dredged up from the

Commumst Party of the 193()5 The OL believes it; in-fact,

~on her tour speech,.. Lynn Wells descrlbed herself as from g
_ vAtlam:a, "which is right ad;acent to the Black belt, ”

Both the OL and RU theorems;pn the national question‘
are practical evasions of the reality of the combined
character of the.coming American revqlution--a struggle
which is forged in the working class battle for socialism and
the drive for national liberation by the oppresse& national-
ities. . The Maoists seek in vain for a correct -appreciation
of this situation because they reject the theory of permanent

.revplution: both the OL and RU hold to the two-stage theory
“'of revolution. in the coTomal worlg )

. EIf the Guardianand oL have seeme_d,‘,to appear more.
level-headed on the Boston .question, - it is because the RU
has served to make them virtuous by comparison. .., -

The OL-Guardian have a:perspective:to bring the:"new
party” into existence inthe next year or.so, it seems, based
upon the rapidity of isolation of the RU. While numerical

-estimates are ‘hard to make, -4 pelr combination could ‘have

as many as 1, {}00 2, 000 or. more supporters at one or. another

Ny

I‘he OL s B style of work" drffers from the RU._ Mam-
tammg a very. 1ow profile, . the OL. has entered bealthy, new
formations, hke CLUW. As well, ‘it has moved into. such
former CP alhes as the Natronal Lawyers Giild; the

leadmg posrtrons. v It h,as played a leadmg role in. fortmng

» the U.S. - Ch],na People s Friendship. orgamzatwns, ;whtch

produce a.very professional quarterly, Mew China, and seeks
to win liberals, scholars academics, . etc. euamored of
.. China Day celebrat:l,ons, ‘

of several thousand in major cities,  Such.work around

. Ching is geared.to win Peking's franchise and cagper the
-market on China supporters,. As well, the;OL rather

slavishly holds to Peking's foreign policy: perspectives, It
opposes the call by revolutionaries, .for example, for the -
overthrow of the Shah. of Iran--such a perspectlve, states .

: the OL, reeks of, "natronal chauvmlsm. " They hold - N

similar view .on the "anti- 1mper1ahst president of Mexl,co,
Luis Echevarrla. . They have been mildly rebuked by the
Guardian for this "flunkeylsm, " and the RU has been able,

to keep a modicum of respect among unaffiliated Maoists

by. pointing out that.”Marxists-Leninists” are in.a different
situation .and have dlfferenr. responsibilities than the Chinese
govemment—fthat they can call for the overthrow. of bourgeois



figures. The real relationship between the OL and ‘the RU is
their fundamental opposition te a Leninist program of
socialist revolution for struggle in the'colonial world.:

The sharpening of differences between these two major
poles in the Maoist current has aided recruitment to both,
though it seems clear the RU is on the losing end~-and- has
lost members and ‘supporters to the OL- Guardlan. PR

The OL, however, puts priority on industrially im-
planting its membership, which has allowed the RU's youth
front, ‘the Revolutionary-Student;Brigade, an open field on
the campuses. On this, the Guardian and the OL have-ap-
peared to differ. - In recent months, however, the OL has
written on the need for "reviving" the “revolutionary 8
studenit movement" and has begun to enter the RSB--and
appears to lead it--in parts of Catifornia and Florida, =~

We should expect an increase in student work by the'
OL, both through the RSB, in its own name, or through thé"
launching ‘of local student groups in the coming period. -

The Other Tendencies

The Puerto Rican Revolutionary Workers Organization
and-the Black Workers Congress remain in a blo¢; “having -
perhaps 100 and 300 members respectively.” Both'have gone
through splits, and more splits,. The PRRWO is active only-
in New York, and has reissued its newspaper, Palante; - after
a year long hiatus, ' The Communist, tli€ paper of the'BWC,
resembles Palante, Both are written essentially as internal
bulletins for the Maoists milieu and are monthlies, ' -

There is, especially among the American Maoists, a "
tendency for personality splits, ‘tensions, cliques and mini-
cults to play a large-~-not necessarily dominant--role ‘in
political life. These factors, plus a hide-bound sectarian- -
ism, are features of the troubled existences of those two - -
organizations, who, it appears, are left with little® choxt:e as
an mdependent tendency e : pe

The Communist League, which for a time played a role
in the Maéist regroupment, is an‘insignificant and byzantine
group, which has turned itself into the American Communist
Labor Party,

The BWC is reportedly prepared to announce’a new’
formation reflecting its multinational character and, ‘pérhaps,
a merger with the PRRWO in so doing. The BWC holds'a
Bla¢k belt position, This tendency has jumped on the anti-
RU bandwagon. While mote seétarian than the OL, it~
seems likely that it-will move towards some sort of recon=
ciliation with them. The OL has publically stated the need
for this, Such a regroupment would bring a relatively large
number of Black and Puerto Rican Maoists into a party
formation. Numbers, however, are secondary in impact to
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program and strategy and tactics in the real-world, a factor
which objectively reduces the significance of the role these
forces can play in‘the long run. Whether the BWC formation
attempts to replace the RU as the partner of the OL~Guardian
in the "two line struggle" for the new party. remains to be
seen. : a

“ The actual logic of Maoist polemic reflects the need
of the Chinese buréaucracy to limit the framework of
inter-bureaucratic rivalry to the in (revolutionary road)

“group and the out (capitalist road) group. Such an efficient

method allows the victor the spoils and the vanquished the -
axe because it bases itself fundamentally onthe need for
the bureaucracy in general against real political, prole- -
tarian opposition; The general level of attrition, de- -
moralization,’ spl'its,'fusions, etc, that characterize the ~
Maoists flows from the need to; sooner or later, auribute
to one "line" bourgeois 1deology and the other " prole-
tarian” politics, ‘Such a narrow’ perspective reduces the im-
pact a "third" tendency can have until one tendency is
bamshed to the netherland of " capitalist roading, "

Whlthe Mao1sts Grow

The emergence of the Maoist tendency and its general
growth may have appeared to come a bit fast, There are
several reasons why these "new" Stalinists are picking up
forces. ' They actas a measure of currents in:t'he radical-
ization as well as a barometer of the 1mpact of domesnc
and intemanonal events,

1., The detente in general, and specifically, the
detente with China, has served thé: Maoists well.  Publicity
surrounding and accustoming Ameéricans©-and American
youth-+to China represent the reality of a new, big power.
Among radicals this power has a magnetic force embodied in
the reality of a victorious revolution. The identification
with a triumphant revolution--which] we note; has made
huge strides forward-=by the Maoists increased their at-
traction; A reflection of such impact is the sending of a -
solidarity telegram to-China by the last New American
Movement convention. NAM also petitioned the Peking
regime for permission to orgattize a tour to China, ' An
element of NAM-has also begun to consider itself "Marxist-"
Leninist” although has not yet made peace with the Stalinist
orthodoxy the American ‘Maoists demand, The superficially
distinguishing features between the Moscow and Peking
bureaucracies as well give the appearance that China is "to
the left" of the Soviet Union,

2. At the same tirhe, the Chinese Statinists' funda-
mentally and historically counter-revolutionary program of
peaceful coexistence and socialism in one'country has more
and more shed its radical veneer of "people’s war" over the
past several years. The culmination of this process of
cosmetic surgery is reflected in the detente. The Soviet



Union to the Peking Stalinists is the number.one enemy.of. .-
the people'of. the world--not U, S, imperjalism, as was the
paper statement-f five years ago, = The key task for the .
Chinese state -is the direct alliance between it and any and .
all bourgems governments against the Soviet sphere of in-
fluence. NATO, the Shah of Iran, the Pakistani dictator-
ship all have "progressive" character, This "turn" by
China over the last several years from ultraleft rhetoric in
the service of.a counter-revolutionary palitical perspective .
to the most-blatapt class-collaborationism and opportunism in
verbal perspective parallels the, "turn® .of a layer of American
radicals over.the same, period,.. The ultraleft rebels of the .
1960s who léudedg‘the Red Guard now echo the somber pro-. .
nouncements of {the Peking hierarchy who war against
"ultraleftism,." - The :American Maoists have taken.a "right
turn” in reality, that is nurtured by-the shedding of ultraleft.
excess baggage by the Chinese bureaycracy. Part of that.
baggage is the eight million. Chmese rebel youth meounded
in the cqunt;yslde in the ruling elite's campaign against. .
“intellectuals, " : : ;
. PUSTIRLEES RN S E AP R S Rt

3. The "right turn” of the former SDS spontaneists, the
residue of May Day and other ultraleft glmmlcks flows: from
an adaptation to the present ebb in national mass actions
thqar,.has«beem.a.hallmark of the:past -antiwar period.

'I'he petty bourgemsx.admals of the 19605 reJected .
revolutionary Marxism. because- they rejected the revolu-, .
tionary potential of the working class, - Their ultraleft i
feminism, their "third worldist, " uncritical romanticism of
the Black Panthers, armed struggle, etc., their confronta-
tionist tactics;jn the antiwar movement all reflected an
adaptation to the prevailing level of conservative-conscious-
ness among a large. element of white, male workers and the
absence.of direct prolgtarian participation,in the radical-
ization,.’ ‘ i

_The changing nature of the period, the toll taken by
such incomect perspectives, -the penetration of basic Marxist
and Leninist concepts, inte, this layer posed -the question of
party-type organization. As well, the fact that these forces
lost battle. after battle to the Trotskyists--as well as their
healthiest elements who joined the SWP and YSA-- prqvxdgd
an‘ant-im,’i'rotskyist glue that holds.them togethel:. .y

These factors, the emergence of Chma through the.
detente, the * ;edxscovary «of Stalin, etc, all.are a part of
the Maoist.regroupment. . Cip s

4. These above forces from the 1960s and early 1970s
are the backbong of the Maoist regroupment, -They are the
ideological, backwash of that period, with each tendency--
OL-Guardian .and the RU--reflecting tendencies of middle-.
class ragicalism within the SDS. They recruit, in general,
from the more demoralized and conservative elements of
the present period.
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--The Maoist milieu js a pettysbourgeois current in the .-
workers movement. Yesterday, .2 primitive expression.of . -.
such a current denied. the ‘:evplnsi_(maxyv,.potential of the .
working class and adapted to the most extreme and ultra-
left expressions of social layers.who rebelled, in the . .-
absence of a conscious, workers radicalization.,; Today they
recognize the revolutionary potentiaj.of the working: class -
and in one way or another reject the igdependent demands
and struggles of the specially oppressed sectors of the working
class: the oppressed nationalities, women, .gays, etc. . They
fundamentally deny,the struggles.of Blacks,:Puerto.Ricans, .
Chicanes; :and . .women; the immense | strategic weight they. .
have in the classmstruggla as whole,.. In 1974:they. make the
same mistake,of 1969, Buf on the other side of the ¢oif.,, .
Justifying.and solidifying this perspective is theiy, adherenge ,
to Maoist-#alinism,  its hizarre-and; metaphysical "dia-. ;. ,,
lectics” and jts ggtigqul,utiéna;y,, anti-working. class,. ..
foreign and domestic policies. They politically adapt their
own pessimistic; perspective- -a.product. of their inability to
grasp the present radicalization and-its implicatiops, -here
and intemationally-rto-the class callaboationist poligies
of Peking, éoéting it with the seal of approval of a “revolu-
tionary" power, 5

-9 . This-is,nog to say that:sincere rebels don't become
Maoists. »Ra&icals who have. na.contact withour movement;
those who are genuinely struck by the awe and scope of .
China's:reyolution and:take for good.coin the leadershxp
that retarded its coming and threatens its existence, - etc,. -
represent- healthy forges who may, over the course of . ..
struggle, be broken from Maoism.., Some of them will . ..
eventually be recruited.to our movement. .-What should, T
think, be understood, is this: fundamentally, the RU--
most crudely--apd, ;because of that, . the OL more subtly
each ob]ecuvely exploit the absence of mass,. political -
actions that shake;the government. .. These groups oppose.
the character of and do; not have-a perspective to:build such-
independent mebilizations, whose reality enlivensand ’
confirms.on the jmost concrete basis. . . our program.. The
The lack of mass action breeds a generalized cynicism .-
among young people--a key part of which is also a growing
3nd continued rejection of the capitalist system--which
lends credibility to:the unprincipled, low level,.anti=
jevolutionary politics of the Maoists.; - s . -
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6. On the other hand, in this period, the break-
through of real actions, the impact of our propaganda -
campaign, the deepening process of a radicalization fed by-
Watergate, the energy crisis--inflatjon and recession.at ..
oncer-etc., produces gvery day a larger and larger element
of angry young. people who represent- the best of their. .-
generatjon. and who more and more listen:to the principled,.
revolutionary socialist politics of the Trotskyist movement,

 The best of the Maoists will he chipped away from. .
their organizations most of all by the tests of the class



struggle, and their witnessing and agreeing with. the ob- .
jective political example of a revoluuonary socialist
vanguard in action,

The 'logic of-the Maoists is to continue picking up'such
elements, including the more backward of the newly. .. -
radicalized, to sift them through, and most of all, in their
majority, to carry out the process of building the "new
party.” This is the pattern no matter how much: bile:their
servility to Peking, the more privileged workers, O any
other force they adapt: to; . demands. o

VoIS L0

The Emergenoe of Maorsm in 1he Black: Movement
. Much I thmk Qf the view expressed so far cambe ap-
plied to a layer of Black radicals around the African Libera-
~tion Support Gommittee :and-the Congress of African- Peqple,
and other groups S DU (A RE
The process thxough whrch formerly anti- Marxrst Bl
nationalists have come to see the need for more allr ;b
encompassmg revalunonary perspcctrve is contrad:tCﬁqryz
- 5 P : BT E H AN
" On the one- haad -as:we have noted in the past, -sach.
..adevelopment represents an authentic attempt to gnapple
m;h the; nec;assuy for a strategy for revolution.::::; : o

On the other, the polmcal context. in’ whxch' thls atr.
tempt has emerged is one in the ebb of the nationalist
struggles-of the 1960s and in a broader sense;, overa whole

] penod of deepenmg leadership crisis in the Black: cormnuruty.
: B T LI

’;I‘hat crisis flows. from the lack of leadersinpwmch can
orgn_mz_e the latent militancy forged by the classiand-:
national oppressian-of Black people,: Conecretely;j ithe tasks
and perspectives of independent political action by the Black
cominunity have wot-bgen realized. The patiopalist dema-
gogy -of reformist. Democrats; the failure of " narrow™ -or..
-enltural nationalism’ (which stressed whites as the enemy--
and usually accompanied:an inadequate perspeexiveifqr:
s1gmf1cant political action). -etc. . have, made tessome the
insufficient political forms which the nationalism of the
-oppressed reflected Jtself through; synonymous with the
revolutionary: .potenzml: and content that has Et to realize
itself in this penod ST

'I’hat 1s, many of these Black rad1cals gxapplmg,mth
Marx1srn have, in the process af cornmg to a class struggle
perspecuve, rqected whole aspects, of nationalism more or

. less in general

iy
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We belreve that Jhe revolutmnary soc1ahst strategy de-
mands not a I‘ejectlQn of nationalist. struggle or "transcending
it," but the understandmg and leadership. of it by the most
consistent fighters for national liberation, mdependence and
self-determination--the revolutionary Marxists,
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~ The twists and turns of the nationalist movement in this
country have produced a situation in which some Black -
nationalists who identify*their own mistakes in strategy and
tactics as nationalists with the conerete dynammic ‘of nation-
alism,: As these elements seek out Marxist explanations, ’
the most attractive ones, given this predicament, are those
which contain elements of anti-nationalism.

- And.the most. persuasive anti-nationalist arguments ‘can
be found in the Maoist current, which.identifies with a: '~
social revolution made by the Chinese, by a non-<white
people against colonialism; and, as in: the OL,: adapts to
natmnahsm. :

LAy N s tn 3 : Lo
Thus, we find a situation where many: Black nationalists
discussing Marxism are becoming Maoists, becoming sup-
porters of China (which provides aidto many " progressive"
African states); *and.who, in so doing; " strengthen, deepen,
justify and confirm a general demoralization :ptoduced by
the tong term crisis of leadership in and &bb i action of the
Black struggle, = The revolutionary perspective we offer for
the Black liberation struggle bases Aitself on the:coming... >
nationalist upsurge in the Black:community. This struggle,
which. combines with and is a source of the classiradicaliza-
tion of Black:-workers: may be seen by many -of these forces
asutopian, - - P N S T SR ST 43
+This aspect of the turntowards Marxism by these ‘éle-
ments can.be seen. in the evolution of the Congressiof-:.
African People,- headed by Amiri Baraka;.:: A year ago,

‘ CAP was vehemently anti-Marxist and lent support to-Black

Democrats ~~while maintining a paper: position of ddvoecacy

- of an independent Black potitical party;” At this pointiifi:

time, CAP's monthty newspaper, -Unity-and Struggle calls

for "mastering Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse~ Tung thougHt,

Baraka, in defending Marxism, invokes the names of Marx,
Engels, Lenin, Stalin, Mao, - Ho, Kim 1l Sutg and Albania's
Enver Hoxa, ' The-articles in. the paper are rife -with'the -~
jargon aof Maoism.  Aside from such sutface adherence t:é'
Maoist, ‘CAP has ﬂunked the test of thé Boston ensis

- For.every radacal Black organizatron, for the presént
leadershrp of the Black community, -43 well as for all -
socialist organizations, the racist offensive in Boston is a
key test;: GAP's first response echoed:the perspective of the
Revolutionary Union! ::Since that first error, CAP-lia$ diawn
back :a bit.:, . but the Maoist,"anti-nationalist workerismy it
has all too hastily:linked ap.to has reduced CAP's analysis
of Boston to a conspiracy to divide the workers. introduced’
by Gerald Ford. . CAP states the decisive issue in' Boston:is

‘why there-are poor schools in "working class commuiities,

While citing its-opposition to the racist offensive, “CAP

~Airuidates the necessity for the oppressed Black nationality

to struggle: for its democratic right to attend:any school,
anywhere, against the racist offensive desxgned to secure”

.owhite privilege.



. The paper support to:the concept of an independent
Black political party--a correct position--has been junked
as CAP has unevenly come to grips with the reality of
class oppression, an unevenness that is underscored by its
weak and erroneous understanding of the national crisis in
- Boston,

The Youth Orga{hizéti6ﬁ for Black Unity, a key force in
the ALSC, has raised the' demand of "quality education for
all" and has stated' a muted opposition:to busing’and support
for an undifferentiated community control approach--
which includes "the-right to attend' a quality sechool in one’s
own neighborhood. " That is, YOBU dovetails the anti~
desegregation perspective of the RU--while not cornmg out
with a blatantly chauvinist. outlook

. Unlike the Maoists, we’do:not believe theracism of
white workers: will be overcome through persuasion or the
propaganda efforts of " communists.” = Such a reversat re-
quires a show of force by the mobilization of the Black
community, -which, . in inspiring its allies in the working
class in general, can smash any racist mobilization, ‘and,
through the process.of defeating and demoralizing such a
- movement, in the context of social crisis, win the support

of white workers in opposing the common capitalist enemy.
The Trotskyist perspective bases itself on our duty to>sup-
port and extend--where possible, initiate--the independent
mobilization of the oppressed nationalities and their’allies,
Lacking such a political perspective, the Maoists-both -
underestimate the scope of national oppression and the -
.tasks necessary to overcome it.and overestimate the. grip of
-racism on white workers, The Black Maoist milieu links~
up:to this by, at one level or another, withdrawing from the
fight against the racist' backwardness of white workers and
abstaining from moblhzmg the Black community for fear of
exacerbatmg division in the working class.: "White com-
munists” can go into South Boston from now until dooms-:
day, but the white workers whom Trotsky. aptly called ..
"beasts” will not.be broken from racism amd the anti-working
class movement they -are-now part of in Boston until sufficient
power is galvanized in the streets to crush their hopes of
victory over the Black community.. The Black Maoists evade
this atl—demswe challenge., o
, The general ;tendéiiéy to withdraw from the éhampion-
ing of nationalist struggle and demands by Black and other
oppressed nationality militantsruns counter to the direction
in which the next wave of struggle of oppressed national-
igies points. Such a reality that we can point to with our
perspectives-and program will win the ear of the ‘most con-
sistent revolutionary nationalists, the least soured and most
serious elements, This will not be a.majority of those
involved in the current turn towards China, The likelihood
is that this general layer will go-through the experience of
grappling with Marxism and, in their immediate large -~
number who stay political, will adhere, for the time being,
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to Maoism, .

All the other pressures and tensions that have forged the
Maoist milieu in general are part of the dynamic which

- make Maoism attractive to many of the nationalist minded

militants;

The abruptness of the shift towards Maoism, in CAP,
for instance; represents, as well, -an all‘too hasty attempt
by leading elements to force the conclusion of which’
tendency in the workers movement should be taken up,
There are a number of references in CAP's paper about
resignations; “expalsions, etc. While CAP--and the ‘ALSC--
are the organizational reflections of the drift towards

~Maoism, such phenomena exists on 4 local level as well,

There exists the real ‘possibility that.a too quick embrace of
Maoism' will have an opposite effect than one that is sought
by the harder Maoists; that is, a more open, critical per-
spective, The successful sales of our pamphlet Maoism vs.
Marxism to' many revolutionary nationalist militants is an
indicator of this,- As well, the Trotskyists are increasingly
recognized as'a tendency within the Black liberation struggle.
Our unavoidability poses the real questions of revolutionary
strategy for working: class struggle and Black liberation to

all but the most die-hard sectarian Maoists of the oppressed
nationalities, Im'fact; we are: part of this discussion about
the direction of the "turn" towards Marxism, It is not the
property of the Maaists fo :

Above au, it wﬂl be the living confnmanon in action

< of the coming struggles of the Black community--including

Black workers in the class struggle--that will break down the

~ barriers-of pessimism and'demoralization that birid many of

these militants to:the anti-nationalist, petty-bourgeois,
dead-end radicalism of thie Maoists and Maoism.

It should also be noted that a similar development is
occurring among certain Chicano nationalist elements as

-well in Colorado (where the Crusade for Justice, reflecting

this; "had its newspaper-reprint articles from-The Call, the
newspaper of the' chber League) and in Catifornia,

- An important way of assessing this development is that
it is.part of a whole historical process in which different
layers and elements of the Black liberation struggle from
its inception have sought out radical political explanations
for the overturning of racist oppression. - The "Maoist" turn
that involves some militants today is an episode in that
process, out of whicti néw lessons will emerge. One of those
will be, no matter the actual number that go to Maoism, the
inadequacy of the Chinese- Stalinist perspective, That lesson
will be conveyed in practice by the counterposed examples

~ of our movement,’ and the expression of it by the recruit-

tient to and developmerit ‘of some of these forces in the
Young Socialist Alliance. ' '



The Révolutionary -Student Brigade

The RSB is our most visible opponent on the campus,
and, through the Revolutionary Union, is attempting to re-:
gain a foothold for Maocism in the student movement,

The RSB is an unprincipled front dominated and launched
by the RU, :It has.a "shadow": program=-=RU's--and is.formally
bound:by a two point statement of unity. ' This staternent '
broadiy supports struggles of "oppresSed people at home and
abroad, " : .

The RSB claims to have 50 or so campus chapters.

The RSB.is facing a big test over Boston. ‘It has'been:'.
scandalized by the RU's outright lunge for racist white =
workers, On the big questions thit' come up in the ¢lass
struggle, the RSB will be- stuck: holdmg the bagg 1t does ot
pretend to have ‘or want-a program S peT

It Aotganizes itself oft the -basis of substituting itself, dts.
meetings, etc., for living campaigns and genuine @nited! -
fronts. This is reminiscent of the Students for a Dernocratic
Society, on which the RSB patterns itself and whose central
mistakes-it- repeats rather accurately

While fmany RSB members are relatively new to poti-
tics,” the organization itself speaks’in the language of the.
1960s, parrots the ultraleft and sectarian errors'of 8DS" and"*
fashions itself as the "anti-imperialist student movement, "
much as'SDS saw u:self as "the mbvement: '

fies.

SDS reﬂected an element of spontanéist re]sa[tion on:
the campuses, - It drew itsiteal strength not from: its.own. -
strategy or tactics--neither of which ever came:together as
a serious program--but:-because of the mass.energy and: = -
power of the Black-liberation struggle .and the antiwar move-
ment. SDS§'s confrontation. politics, - its jungle-iike internai
life, ungoverned by a democratically arrived at program '
and organizational:principles, repelled thousands-and.
thousands of activists and rebets who. passed through it for a-
period. The big mass actions of the.antiwar movefrent, the
drive of the Black student movement, the emergence of the
women's liberation movement--which. initially took:reots in
SDS through opposition to the:male chauvinism which' -~
characterized much of the.group's leadership attitades<- .-
posed the question of tadical organization, - As well;: SDS
emerged over a period in which the revolutionary potential’
and strategic role of the working class was rejected.  The *
lessons and examples of principled revélutionary Marxist
politics had been dismised along with Stalinism as "the old
left.” The prosperity-of the 1950s that objectively pacified
working class struggie and the cold war which based its
ability to purge America of radicals as a resitlt of it, left a
legacy which sprouted in:the forms and dynarmcs of the
1960s radiealization.
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~~Such an objective situation~=with a key part of it the
smallness of Trotskyi'st forces—-will not occur again. The ;

tical penod. In fact, the hundreds of ‘cadre the Trotskyist

movément has developed from its recruitment in that period

are the real gains the working class leadership in this country
has made, and continues, periodically, ‘to make, as radicals
and activists-from the 1960s and early 1970s join the YSA.

The RSB's schemes and campaigns--from " throwing out
the bum" to narrow initiatives around daycare, tuition hikes,
cutbacks, etc, --are not based on a real perspective to lead
the student movement, The RSB's silence or ambiguiry on-
interhational questions--the detente,’ for instance==dr on -
the big questions of the Black struggle, women's liberation=--
abortion and:the ‘ERA, etc, --place it on tenuous ground,’

‘The RSB is fundamentally designed as a recruitment
pool ‘for the RJ, posed as an mdependent antr-rmpenahst
youth grouy. : '

“The"utitization of self-criticism in the organizatioh, -
the personali#ation of political-differences serves fo gel an-
anti-political attitude. By self-criticism I do not mean the
healthy process by which Leninists assess work and program
to advance clarity and to move forward. That kind of
attittide is forged in objective political tght, in which <"
democray and centralism are meshed to the benefit of - =~
united decisive’action, It is not a ”point on the agenda"
but part of a'living method embodied in the norms,
traditions and principles 6f ouir movement:

N o

"The self-ctiticism-these neophyte Maoists practice'is |
from the Stalin school, where buck-passitig-and finger-
pointing from the leadership down root out the bumblers who
must take the blame for the fundamental srra:egic efrors of
the program of Stahmsm ot e

- In Maoist China, self-criticism i$ the method intro-
duced by-and-employed for the betiefit of the Stalinist
bureaucracy.- It is mass control, - where"pérsonal habits, °
attitudes; ‘ideas--as well as the hint of political dlfference"
are subject fo social’ serutiny ‘to snuff'out’ dissent, On an’ o

-individual 1evel,: it is designed to forge a character*and

personality sabservient t0 an omniscient bureaucrauc
apparatus,

This method, outside of China, is a ‘criide caricature,
At least--and at most--the Chinese people have a workets
state, albeit deformed, as a salutary strength. The
American Maoists have Bob Avakian and Mike Klonsky.
For the RSB, ‘Which engages in this practice,” self-criticism
is a process by which the group sifts out the most inquisitive,
curious and independent-mindé€d, blunting and putting a -
question mark over initiative and self-confidénce: ‘The
tendeniéy is-for political differences and questions to be



resolved in battles which reduce the loser to varying levels
of insecurity. The organizational relationship between the
'RU and the RSB allows for the RSB to meekly differ because
the political context in which it operates is geared towards
the pushing out of healthier elements who over a period
could not stomach the RU's perspective, -

Part .of that perspective is the political belief that. .
socialist organization is too "sophisticated" a form for
students--that "anti-imperialist unity” is adequate, .

We counterposé to this a perspective for a mass socialist
youth organization geared to lead the student movement apd
youth in, géneral. The rubric "anti-imperialist” is;itself a |
joke. To be consciously "anti-imperialist” in-America, -the
heartland of imperialism, one must be by necessity " anti-
capitalist”--a revolutionary, a socialist. The RSB's con-
cept is a catch-all which never cites what sort of-society a
revolution--if a revolution is necessary--is geared:to bring
about, Vacillating between ultraleftism and opportunism,
bound to the RU in a dishonest relationship--if it were open
and honest, it would even -more narrow the appeal of the
group--the RSB lacks a prmclpled polmcal foundation to -
stand on.

But because the lessons of independent mass action
which confirm our. political method and strategy have be-
come dimmed over the past several years among students,
the RSB is likely for a time, -to pick up recrnits and grow,
Some of these forces will come in areas where:the RU does -
not exist and the directly debilitating influence of a.-
Maoist- Stalinist's presence does not exert itself, These
layers--a minority, it should be added--will be more open
to our program and perspectives,

.But among another layer, whose fundamental back-
wardness and conservatism seeks to "left cover” in the 1960s
lingo and style of the RSB, plus the hint of identification
with China--the RSB does not consider itself Maoist--this
organization has a different: appeal. It is among this
formally uncrystallized, but real opponent layer that the
RSB is providing .an orgafiizational framework, . The logic.

for those-who remain in it is to harden up,  to find ideological

and organizational expression for. their disagreement with the
perspective of the revolutionary socialist politics of our
movement,

_ This process is exacerbated by the busing crisis in
Boston.

The RSB has.shouldered up to the racists; the semi-
voluntary gag rule of the RU is no excuse for their pander-
ing to white backwardness. In.the November issue of . -
Fight Back the article describing the situation in Boston
never, once characterizes the anti-busing offensive as
"racist."  They.are abstaining from building or-endersing ..
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December 14, as was the case on November 30, - It-appears,
however, all the Maoists may ger'upy around an "anti-
imperialist” contingent, the "Fred Hampton Brigade, "
through which they hope to indict the "Black bourgeoisie”
involved in the-action.. The Guardian has called for such

a perspective while endorsing the 14th.

- As-a.modest, but nonetheless important part of our.
work to explain the ptight of and defend the Black community
of Boston against the racist anti-busing offensive-we should
make a point of posing the question to the RSB: whose side

are you on?

Whether through letters in campus papers, seeking out
united front type activities around the busing crisis, through
sales of our press or campus forums to explain the situation,
we should utilize the. position of the RSB to explain the
fraud of " democratic" rhetoric which surrounds the "anti- -
forced busing” movement. The RU.and the RSB are the -
toudest echo of bourgeois ideology in the left on this ques-
tion. - They reflect the pressure of the racist, capitalist
offensive against.the accumulated gams of the civil ngh.ts
movement, :

Our job of winning allies to.and helping to lead and
organize the struggle for Black liberation requires a
mereiless expose of the."radical” elements that.give

"“revolutionary” legitimacy to:the. 1deology and pracnce of
the enemy class; . ©

We draw the sharpest line, of demarcation on ‘this
question, Such an attitude on our part is an indicator of
the refusal of theiYSA to bow an inch to the;campaign of
racist mobilization and-terror.in Boston. It'is a reflection
of our confidence in-the need for-and capacity of the Black
community to struggle against the racists and our profound
belief that such a struggle,- in the process of deepening
economic crisis,.-must and will win white workers to its.
side. This confidence is in'stark contrast to the frenzied
middle-class pessimism that .marks'the RU and RSB's
groveling before the bluste.r of Boston's bigots as a br1dge .
to. "workmg class umty e :

-While,get-tzich-quick schemes may win some initial
gains to the RSB, -as an organization they have no real
future-in the United States. - While some sincere rebels will
be momentarily drawn in by. the group--through its initia~ -
tives, etc,-=the best of them will not be kept long, under -
the hammer blows of the class struggle and when eonfronted
with our political example;

The period of general demoralization among many.
students--who continue to radicalize and rebel at the same
time-~-is the period in which the RSB can grow. The tests
of program--which the RSB flunks daily--are demonstratively
revealed in the major struggles, in the big mass actions-and



campaigns that are now prepared by the increasing and rapid
decay of the capitalist system. Boston is one such struggle.
The corner out of the "lull" has not yet been turned. But
the economic crunch that is coming begins to forcefully
break away parts of the cynical crust on the student move-
ment, That crust, the "lull, " the adaptation to its moods,
is the cement that holds the RSB together.

As that crust breaks, . so too will the minimal attraction
of the RSB--not, of course, without struggle, splits, or
inevitable violence directed at radical opponents,

Our attitude to the RSB is.one of:both seeking out
genuine united fronts in real actions and campaigns; of at-
tempting to win the most healthy elements away from the
pole the RU has provided--and through seeking and utilizing
all tools available for the clash of ideas, to isolate their
perspective and curtail their limited influence, both of
which exist as an objective obstacle in the. path of the
forward motion of the student movement.

We should likewise be watchful of any sectarianism
towards the RSB, especially newer members with whom
serious discussion and joint work may make some impact.
On some campuses, RSB initiatives may lack the tendency
towards ultraleftism and sectarian ingroupishness which
are their;héllmark. The RSB at this point in time seems to
be groping for a campaign,. Such a.campaign may emerge,
as it has on some campuses, around déycare. With RU
sympathizers in the Union for Radical Political Economists--
as well as unaffiliated radicals in that organization--the
RSB has sought to initiate teach-ins on the economy.  ‘As .
well, the group has attempted to launch narrow fights around
cutbacks, . All of these general areas bring them into contact
with the YSA. Our political program,;-sense.of outreach, our
press (a comparison between Fight Back and the YS speaks
volumes about the seriousness of the group), etc, are great
sources of strength in the contention with the RSB for-
campus leadership in:these, and any other areas,

The Perspectives for a New Maoist Party

From our experience over the past couple of years, we
know the Maoists are a growing force, Such'a growth, we
note, exists in a certain period and responds-to both the
needs of limited, well-defined layer of radicals and re-
flects key international developments, The ability of a
party to form remains, though clearly even the hollowest
of unity between the major tendencies is most unlikely,

Emerging from sect-like obscurity as the mass move-
ment ebbed, the Maoists increasingly attempt to pose them-
selves on a political plane,

A first wave of the regroupment process has bitten the
dust, The RU appears to be following, as its Maoist foes

state, the path of the Progressive Labor Party into anti-
nationalist sectarianism amidst a spectrum of miniature
front groups, The completion of such an evolution may
take several more years, but the RU's dogmatic refusal to
side with the Black community in Boston is the clearest
indicator of this trend.,

In reality, this leaves the Guardian-October League

-and some former Black nationalist groups as well as some

Puerto Rican, Chicano-and. Asian elements turning towards
Maoism as appearing to form the nucleus of a "real”
Maoist party in the United States. How long that creation
will take remains to be seen, éli:hough the process set in
motion by CAP's rapid embrace of Maoism, the calls for
the quick formation of a new party by the Guardian and
the OL, and the pressure to do so before the RU calls its
party into existence are factors that should be kept in -
mind.

Such a party would probably be larger, numerically
and momentarily, but not in authentic, seasoned revolu-
tionary activists, than our movement, It would face the
potential chaos unleashed in China by both Mao's death
and the fight for power, as well as the eruption of turmoil
as result of the long term .affects of anti-working class
bureaueratic domestic policy.

They face the constant tests imposed by Peking's -
seeking out of " progressive bourgeoisie" in the most unlikely
places. - They face the attrition of the American class
struggle; for instance the expulsion from unions, the
price paid for juvenile adventures in the labor movement.
They face the rise of women's struggles, the unfolding'
revolutionary dynamic of nationalism, They face an
unprecedented radicalization whose inexorable drive

~towards the question of power does not afford the 40 years
_of seasoning in the politics of class collaboration that is

the heritage of the Moscow Stalinists. They must forge
from the raw-a bureaucratic method and a party apparatus

in the real world, not in the editorial offices of the
Guardian and the living rooms of neophyte October Leaguers.

Try as they may, they cannot deny the new historical
relationship of forces between themselves-and the Trotsky-
ists, :

They are babes in the wood compared to the American
(_ZE. And as China continues its "right” tum, more and
more of their revolutionary veneer is dulled by the reality
of such a posture,

On an international plane, the Maoists have no real
communist parties, just ultraleft nuclei at best. They are
a generally declining tendency in Europe, Latin America
and Asia.



The Chinese bureaucracy competes for favers directly
with the bourgeoisie, not through the intermediary of the
mass CP--or American CP--which seeks to glve it aid-‘and
comfort, - :

These are just some of the reasons--along with, im-
portantly, the great industrial strength of the Soviet Union
compared to China--why the Moscow Stalinists remain the
most serious, consistent and dangerous foes of the revolu-
tionary perspective, They are some--among many--
reasons why in the United States the CP and Yourg Workers
Liberation League,our major opponents, are the force to
whom we pay the most political attention.

- It is in this context that we view the-Maoists, that we
should familiarize ourselves with their press,espemally the
Guardian, their ideas, their perspectives, etc,

The YSA, Ithink, should step up its local and national
educational efforts in polemically dealing with the Maoists,

We should have classes not only that deal'with their
evolution as a cutrefit, -but take up some key positions,
Most importantly, I'believe; among these quéstions are
those of strategy and tacties for the struggles of oppressed
nationalities, We should familiarize ourselves with how the
Maoists view their polmcs and how we understand what it
all really means, :

We should up-date through a YS pamphlet our arguments
with the Maoists- - specifically the RSB; what the student
movement really was and is, ‘and what a. revolunonary
strategy and orgamzanon réally is. ' T :

When RSBers or' other ex-Maoists Jom the YSA, we should
encourage local' campus forums on such a transition, articles
in the YS about the differences betweenthe two perspectives,
etc. Contact classes, where appropriate, ‘can take upa
variety of quesnons raised by Maoist strategy

There is'a general healthy curiosity. among_young
people about China and its revolution--a curiosity, it
should be added, that asks the very familiar question of "is
bureaucracy inevitable?” This curiosity is-open to revolu-
tionary socialist defense of the workers state that calls for
the overthrow of the system of deformations Wthh have
Vcharactenzed it since bll‘th

We identify with the victory of the Chinese revolution
and solidarize with its gains. We grant no monopoly to the
Maoists whose slavish adulation of the bureaucracy en-
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dorses a perspective that held back the revolution's victory
and shapes its possible doom. We should be familiar with
the history of the Chinese revolution to date as well as the
more glaring anti- Marxist aspects of Maoist "philosophy. "

We should be wary of speculation, of course. The
evolution of the period we are in is unpredictable as are
the international events which mold it. Chronological bets
are unwise, But of this we can be ¢ertain., No matter
which strain, the Maoists have hit¢hed themselves to a
political perspective whose unconditional servility to a -
counter-revolutionary bureaucratic elite merely under-
scores their lack of perspective for or confidence in domestic
and -intemational revolutionary possibilities, -Given that,
we ‘should take them seriously, as they are attempting and
have some forces to build a party, - But dedication is’
nothing without a revolutionary perspective,

The big events which confirm our program in the tests
of action in the eyes of the masses will also defeat,” de-
moralize and disqualify the Maoists, On the day-to-day
hurdles of the class striggle, against which the most serious
rebels measure all tendencies, our record is spotless. The
question of impeachment, the fight fér democratic rights,
revolationary electoral activity, etc., we stand alone, -
The Maoist's record anticipates their‘crumbling in the
decisive battles to come, - as does the shoddy sloganeering
that passes for theory and perspecnve on any trurmber of

issues,

The 1976 socialist election campaign combines a
whole set of tests faced by revolutionaries in general and

. puts forward our movement in"the public eye, more than
" ever before,
.- for. the telief of human misery stands in sharp distinction to

Such an opportunity to advance the perspectives

Maotst mindlessness about the dangers of "electoralism, " -
They fundamentally lack the political confidence in theit
own program necessary to bring-it to'the masses. They be-
come incidental in-the reat, ‘political world, Such an ob-
jective pressure, however, may link the Maoists to some
sort of coalition campaign or."critical support™to a’

" progressive” bourgeois third party.

Against the Maoist- Stalinists; - the Moscow Stalinists
and others who fraudulently claim to be the practioners of
Leninism, "we must assert as a matter of course that our
party 'is-going to lead the revolution, “ as James P, Cannon
stated in 1946

For us, that means the forging of the best elements of this
generation into the ranks of the Young Socialist Alliance,

December 1, 1974



A SUGGESTION ON BUILDING THE YSA

by Rick Mitts and Connie Mitts, Cincinnati local

Although these are hard times financially for almost
~everyone (ruling class éxcluded), for revolutionatry social-
ists the opportunities before us certainly make these ex-
citing times, People in Cincinnati are' more open than
ever to socialist ideas--students and workers alike. The
results of the "74 SWP election campaign is confirmation
that as capitalist society continues to rot, more and more
people will choose the socialist alternative. The YSA
should have the perspective of taking full advantage of

these opportunities for new growth,

In Cincinnati the YSA haswon six new comrades this
fall, Three of these recruits are students at the University
of Cincinnati, The YSA now has an active fraction there,
All of these new comrades, as well as the rest of the local,
are anxious about the upcoming YSA convention, One of
the reasons for this is that; as a regional local, ‘we some-
times feel isolated and out of thé main stream of the strug-
gles comrades read about each week in The Militant, At
the convention new comrades, and old ones too, feel the
collective excitement and strength of the YSA.: Winding
up the convention with fists raised high as:we sing The
‘Internationale reinspires us for the tasks we've helped to -
outline, discuss and decide upon.

Carrying out the tasks of the YSA is always an uphill
fight, but in Cincinnati the size of our opponents makes our
work even harder, There breeds in Cincinnati évery variety
of Mdoist sect, And in the woodwork always réady to:come
crawling out are the Moscow Stalinists as well,"* Southern
Ohio is also a strong hold for the KKK and other right-wing
opponents, which mclude the Birchers, Nazis and the NCLC.

These opponent groups and grouplets pose a problem
when we approach contacts about joining the YSA,: -Com-
rades often confront not so much disagreement with our
politics, but disbelief about the YSA's ability to ever
change the world, Being new, all contacts see is the
Cincinnati local's small size and means. If new comrades
and contacts could get a feel of the vitality and strength of
our movement nationally, then they could more easily
grasp the YSA's potential for achieving our goals.

Not a single comrade in Cincinnati has ever seen our
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- ization with an international program,

national center, which is another aspect of this problem,
Many comrades have never been to a national educational

‘conference, and'some have not even seen our regional

center, They have no sense of the YSA as a national organ-
It's difficult to ex-
plain this if YSA comrades themselves lack this understand-
ing, New contacts see only Cincinnati, and it's very hard
to tell them about all the YSA's activities, ' Comrades must
rely heavily upon The Militant and the YS for recruitment
work, which is good, but we believe there is a need for
something more, -

An excellent recruitment tool we used a couple of
years ago was a movie called How to Make a Revolution.
Cincinnati used:this movie precisely because of the prob-~
lems we've described. - This film, however, soon became
dated, What we have is a suggestion for a new project
which is similar to a film in some ways, but is less ex-
pensive and more versatile, in that it could easily be
changed--either added to or updated. We suggest that the
YSA produee a comprehensive slide show. and script, It,
too, could be entitled How-to Make a Revolution, -

A good slide show could possibly be put together with
pictures on hand. If not, then it would be worth the effort
to send. a comrade around with a camera. - Pictures could
be taken of the N, O,, the printing works, and much more.
Pictures could also be solicited from locals around the
country, and from cothinkers around the world, showing our
movement in action. Old-pictures could be turned into
slides to explain the continuity ‘and history of the socialist
movement since Marx. Accompanying this slide show
presentation should be a written tape recorded script.

We believe this idea would prove to be a valuable re-
cruitment tool, During the antiwar movement there were
several slide shows we used with success, Other comrades
will hopefully speak out in favor of this suggestion, We
think it would be a good way to kick off the new year,
Cincinnati would waste no time putting a new slide show
presentation like this to work.
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MILWAUKEE Y8A'S STUDENT GOVERNMENT WORK

by Steve Johnson, Milwaukee local..

It is impossible to stress how important student. govern-
ment.election campaigns:are. : Here in Milwaukee many
people, who are now comrades, -came: into' contact with the
YSA through the campaign last spring. A contact who ran
on our slate was elected as a-student senator. .
him that we were awase of what the Student Association
(SA).was doing. It also was through him that myself and
later another comrade got into SA as senators,

What happened was that there were a number of vacan-
cies on the senate due to people leaving school and our YS
senator informed us of this. So the executive committee
assigned me to student government work, provided I could
get ‘in (all vacancies are filled by presidential appointments
withi‘senate confirmation).. I applied and had no trouble
getting appointed and confirmed, Soon 1 became an en-
trenched and an active member of the senate, <A couple
of weeks-laterswe were able to get another comrade on -
the senate, - Sopresently we have three senators in the -SA=~-
two cornrades and one contact

I don'e Isuppose‘-that the 'Uriiversity of ‘Wiseonsin~.
Milwaukee (UWM) Student Association is too-fmtch different
from others around the country, That is, they many times
Have a very petty and narrow perspective ‘onr things. < But
this is changing, slowly-but.surely, at UWM. They have:
been forced into taking some very good stances, Forex-
ample, in' Wisconsin-the ‘goverhor signed into law a-bill
that ‘merged the Wisconsin State University system with the
- University of Wisconsin:systent, . In this merger law there is
a section that delineates:student responsibilities, What this
section does is give:students *, ., primary responsibility for
the formulation andireview of policies concerming student
life, services and interest," In effect it gives students the
right to take over areas such as the library, financial aid,
dorms,

It was through

student union, athletics and a number 9f other areas,
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..office space, etc,),

The university administration is of course opposing
this, so the SA has taken them to court. What the YSA has
done is to initiate a coalition called the Student Authority
Coalition to build support for.SA's position.

. Also the SA came out and endorsed the Ray Mendozé
Defense Committee. Ray Mendoza is-a Chicano who has.
been framed-up for the k11hng of two Milwaukee policex
men. P i : :

Probably the best and most surprising stand that the SA
took was on Boston. Not only did the SA engdorse the
national: mobilization, but they also allocated $250. 00 to
send the other comrade in SA and myself to Boston: for the

_demonstration.

sy

~The UWM Student Associatioﬁ has taken-a dramatie !

- and noticeable "left turn” because of the presence,of -

YSAers in xhe senate,

: We are in an extremely good pos1tron for the next
student government ‘election next spring. . There has been:
a lot.of talk among-comrades on what we will do-when we
win,

As I stated before, a well-organized student govern-.
ment, campaign will work wonders in terms of recruitment,
Also it is very helpful to get people elected (for financing,
Comrades on campus should check out
the procedure of the student government in filling-places-
that are vacant due to senators-elect dropping out, trans-
ferring, etc. Comrades should really push and be: aggresswe
in trymg to get in.

December 5, 1974



ON INDIVIDUAL TERRORISM AND REVOLUTIONARY MORALITY

by Albert Cassorla, Boston local

To. the real and rhetorical question of whether, good
political ends justify any means,:-Leon Trotsky. answered:
"That is permissible. . . which really leads to the liberation
of humanity, " = Since those words,were written in 1939, and
before then as well, the process of.determining what really
aids humankind's liberation, .and more specifically, what
abets the victorious outcome of the class struggle, has been
our cominon preoccupation as revolutionaries, -

When dealmg wrth the bpurgeo1s oppressor we evaluate

what means of struggle may be permitted in the sense of

which means work effecuvely When a section of the
}Fourth International or a factmn of the Young Socrallst
',Alltance goes astray, j consplres, or just takes a wrong
tack, we say, "What you advocate will lead to defeat "
And then if after voting, the deviation persists openly, we
say, "That is not allowed, . Change, or leave us.” We do
not often pause when condemning tendencies and other
movements on the left with whom we disagree and judge
that what_ they are doing is fundarnentally bad or base. For
us.it is usually sufficient, and Justlfxably sQ, given the scope
of our tasks, to say of our opponents that they are wrong,
explain why, and move on, Most times the m;gtakes of
our, opponents appear to us as inevitable rnlsjudgrnents based

upon historical evolution, be it in the force of aoism on
the American left, the subjective exarnple of the Cuban
method of struggle, or any number of other instances.
When room for discourse is avarlable, we couch our lan-
guage and propaganda in the terms of persuasmn, makmg

efflcacy rather than " value" Judgments Conversely, ‘
when discourse has been closed by the slarnmed door of
history, we speak in angry, morally aroused terms, i. e. o
"The Stahmst betraya of the V1etnamese Revolunon was

Eerﬁdlou

Such flex1b111ty of stance is not only desu‘able. but ,
appropnate to the cont1ngenc1es of different and changing
pollncal situations, What 1 should like to argue, to come
to the point, is for the extension of the realm of moral .
judgment into the area of certain kinds of individual
terrorist actions against particular types of unarmed civil-
ians, Once these perpetrators have been successfully iden-
tified, T would like to see them condemned harshly and
exactingly in our press,

Exatnplers that cofne_ to mind are'the actions of the
Black September"group against Israeli athletes at Munich,
and of the "Red Army against passers;by in the Lod Air-
port massacre, At the time of the Munich k1lhngs The
Militant performed an admlrable propaganda role in the
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U. S. by being one of the few, if not the only news source,
to come out strongly against the capitalist press's hypo-
critical double standard in judging Middle East violence,
We all know that to the New York Times and to Walter
Cronkite, one dead Israeli athlete is;ten times more im-
portant,. and hence more newsworthy,. than the deaths of
Palestinjan children .in Lebanese erder towns h1t by Israeli -
air raids, o

The Militant also attacked the method of individual
terrorism for its sowing of illusions in the Palestinian
masses as to their. potential for liberation by the hands of a
few feyadeen saviours acting in their name, All fine and
good so far... ... .-

But given the fact of tactical impropriety, where was
the condemnation of the actions of these. terrorists on
common sense moral grounds?

Already, Ican hear objections thought and- pronounced
that, "Oh no, we don't make value judgments on the basis
of common sense; - *As dialectical materialists; we applaud
and condemn solely on the basis of what is effective for the

.revolution, "

Once again, fine and good. No .ane wants us to run
out and take a position on every kind of moral question, - ; .-
from attributing blame to plaintiffs in.divorce suits to de-
termining the virtues or faults of child molesters, There is.
no etemal moral reality--let's not mistake what I am say-.
ing for that. Yet common sense is part of the dialectical.
equation of everyday life. Every step a reyolutionary. takes

is informed by common sense, even when he or she analyzes,

rejects, transcends or supplements it with the. veil- piercing
methods of historical materialism.

. The Munich k.tllmgs thus told us at least three thmgs

1) The Israeli athletes kllled had as theu only " gullt"
cmz,enshlpr in an oppressor state. Even given their sub-
sidiary role as normalizers of Israeli international relations,
they were neither direct representatives of the. state, ideo-
logical agitators, nor armed servants of the Israeli bour-
geoisie,

2) The wanton killing of civilians of an oppressor state
in a non-military and non-strategic situation promotes an
indifference to the value of human life, While this value
is not-a fixed essence, - its trampling can have harsh conse-. -
quences on the personalities of revolutionaries and hence,, -
on the quality of life of the future revolutionary state,.



3) The bourgeois press has firm control in this'‘commtry ... _.

and can pick among the sundry massacres available for
public consumption. Those they choose to focus upon fit - '
their own propaganda needs. In this case, the Munich kill-
ings were used to shore up Zionist forces in this country,

® & &

Of ‘these three lessofs, the last is to be generally
countered by the revolutionary press, the ‘first two, Fwould
say, to be acknowledged and-ificorporated in our analyses.
We -expect The Militant to be just that--unyielding in its
condemnation of the duplicity of bourgeois news practices.

However,” we need not go over to the side of the
Palestinian tefiorists of this instance; merély to show our-
leftist stripes; ‘or'to impress Arab student groups in this
country ‘with our committed stridency. I do not ask that we
stand up and spend most of our time condemning terrorists
of this sort as immoral, to the exclusion of other propaganda
requirements, "I do ask that the heinous nature of such
actions be mientioned in‘the text of any ed1tonals in a slmi-
lar future situation. S

The matter at hand should not be confitsed With the
attempted erection of an ironclad ruteé against the use of
terrotisin by revolutionaries against ¢ivilians, "Onée lesson of
thie Russan ¢ivil war taught precisely the opposite. “In fact,
Trotsky believed that if more rather than fewer, sympathizeérs
of the White Army had been incarcerated by his decree of
1919, a'greater number of lives would have been saved all
told.-" The people he referred to wére conscious sytmpathizers
caught up in the midst-of battle, however, unlike the -
Istaeli athletesriding along for the prestigé and lové of
sport,” and also unlike the Lod passengers who were mereély -
en route to various destinations, These people do not ré~
semble the innocent civilians killed accidentaily in cross= ~
fires and aerial bofbardment in the course of any legitimate
war. ‘Those casualties are often by- products of attacks* on -
military or strategic targets,

'.The primary-moral category must always be political--
will this or that particular action help the revolution? Once
the answer is established as négative, other sudsidiary value
systems, those goveming our daily perceptions and socio-
logically received mores, come into play. ‘These values -
are common - sensical, humanistic and personal, and will
admittedly differ somewhat even from comrade t6 comrade.
But these differences must not inhibit us from coming to
justifiable general conclusions, Generalizations made in
answer to the question, "What is humane?" when-under-
stood in-the light-of the interdépendence of revolitionary
means and ends go to the heart of any attempted socialist
morality, " Such evaluations-are imperative in "Munich”
type reportage because we stand, by not ceridemning these
terrorists, even if only'in a ore senténce morally grounded
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_denunciation in the middle of an editorial, to lose the

sympathies of many of the people we are trying to reach.
Andall possibly otherwise without any compromise of
principles,

Though -"neutrality" is the opposite of a scientific
comprehéinsion of the Middle East situation,” we must not
dehumanize the Kraeli Jew.in our effort to understand and
aid the Palestinian, 'Thotgh it is possible‘that almost every
Istaeli Jew will fight to the last child to prevent the estab-"
lishment of a democratic secular, socialist Palestine, we
hope and buildtoward a different reality in which the Israeti
worker will see the wisdom of multi-nationatity. We stand
ready to sweep him or her aside if at the last moment he
or she reneges on the revolutionary proposition. But until
then, the Israell w, like the burgher, of Dresden during
World War II, 1s to ‘be understood as a’ person whose relation-
ship to the oppressor ‘state is subj jectively and ob]ecnvely in
flux, Therefore, his or her needless death is a rnamfestanon

“of evil, in the secuTar sense of that wh1ch 1s reprehensxble in

human behavmr

B (AT

The psychology' of the Arnencan reader even those 0
"non-avétage" as to’ pick up a copy of The Militant is’

'nonetheless steeped in’ ‘decades of Zionist m1seducanon 'He

or she can more readily understand a vitriolic attack on the
less than even-handed establishment news pracuces than a

proclamanon of sympathy for a nonsensical, bloody, tele-
vised ‘act. The common ground of minds is where we ought
to meet that mass audlence The M111tant seeks. ’

To "understand‘; the i’)pressed Palestinian and to side
with him or her is not to éountenance his or her every act ‘
even when motive may appear noble, Though none of us
are deists, we woqu probably agree with the old saw that
" The road to Hell (or the Whne House or Kremlm) is paved
""" *'If an armed burglar menaces us for
money and we happen to be armed ourselves, we shoot; -
despite the anguish of the “culture of poverty that spawned
him, * etc., etc. Srrmlarly, with certam kmds of crvxhan-
arrned individual terronsrn (I am aware ‘that the analogy is
only rough) we ought to shoot down oppressmn-based ration-
ahzauons for abommable conduct

" Though 1 am mdeed making a "big case* of it, my
ekpectanon is not that orgamzed Trotskylsm w111 or
should take so much pain'to be as complete in its week—to-
week analysis as I have tried to be here, A small part of
what we say, but a P..E of it nonetheless, should say,
"Though these guérrillas probably acted with intentions they
believed good, their results were monstrots. This should
not deter us, however, from the primary and chiefly 1gnored
crime in this situation- - Israeli imperialism...™ and so on,
Any similar formulation would, of course, do. '



Some comrades may agree with the substance of my . ‘" (not obnoxious), again mistakenly.
objection, but find themselves saying that Israeli crimes ' :

far outweigh any Arab errors and that time spent on the . =~ - To this I say: Reality is indeed complex! Let's
latter, even peripherally, will be wasteful, add needless recognize this, and not be so fearful of the paralysis of
complexity, and cause deviation of attentjon from the self-examination that we fail to examine at all.
genuine propaganda needs of the moment., Some may even ' .

feel that I am against generally offensive formulations R Decernber 7, 1974
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- ALETTER TO THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE -

Buffalo, New York
December 7, 1974

Dear Comrades,

The Democratic-Centralist Tendency is currently en-
gaged in discussing with various locals our position on the
IT method of expulsion, However, due to the limited time
available before the national convention, we believe a full
exchange of ideas has been made difficult, The reason for
this is the late notice given by the National Office on pre-
convention discussion.

We are aware of the great deal of time that was needed
to carry out this year's election campaign and the important
work of building support for the national demonstration in

by Daniel Sabo, Buffalo, N, Y., At-Large

Boston. However, a longer period of pre-convention dis-

cussion. should have been held in order that it is truly full:
and democratic, Also, as stated in the YSA Constitution,

this period is set to last for ninety days.

We, therefore, request a clarification of the reasons
why the discussion period has been limited to a brief length
of time,

’

Thank you for your consideration of this request,

Comradely,
s/Daniel Sabo
Democratic-Centralist Tendency

P, 5,: The Democratic-Centralist Tendency requests that
this letter be reprinted in the next discussion bulletin,

A LETTER TO THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

by Kurt T, Hill, Buffalo, N, Y., At-Large

Buffalo, New York
December 7, 1974

National Executive Committee
Young Socialist Alliance

Dear Comrades,

The unusual delay in publishing the YSA internal
bulletin, coupled with the delay in organizing oral dis-
cussions has somewhat hampered our Tendency’s goal of
creating support groups throughout the country which favor
the adoption of our three resolutions,

Because of the difficulty of contacting and correspond-
ing with Tendency supporters in the relatively short period
remaining in the pre-convention discussion, we feel that a
caucus meeting of DCTers at St, Louis is necessary, Such
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a caucus meeting would allow us to personally meet with
supporters for the purpose of mapping out strategy to press
for the adoption of our three resolutions,

We request that the NEC provide us with facilities for
such a caucus meeting at the national convention.

We are urging all comrades who agree with the Ten-
dency's positions to attend the convention and caucus meet-
ing, so that a full democratic discussion can take place,
and that an authoritative decision can be made on these
issues by the national membership.

We request that this letter be printed in the next dis-
cussion bulletin for the information of the membership,

Comradely yours,
s/Kurt T, Hill
for the Tendency



A COMMENT ON TWO LETTERS TO THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ___~

BY MEMBERS OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTRALIST TENDENCY

by Jose G. Perez, Lower Manhattan, N, Y, local

In his December 7 letter to the National Executive
Committee, Comrade Daniel Sabo, a member of the Demo-
cratic Centralist Tendency, asserts that “due to'the limited
time available before the national convention. .. a full ex-

“change of ideas has been made difficult.” He gives as the
reason-for this, “the late notice given by the National..«
Office on pre-convention discussion," Comrade Sabo's
letter, ‘however, is based on what seems to be a misunder-
standing. A ;

On September 25, 1974, a letter was sent out by the
‘National Office to all membeérs, stating: " As determined by
the July National-Committee plenum, the pre-convention
discussion period for the YSA's Foutteenth National Com- -
vention opens September- 29, 1974--90 days prior.to the
St. Louis convention, December 28, 1974 ~ January:1, 1975,"
The letter also explained that the written disctission bulletin
was open to-all members and specified a format for.con- -
tributions-in order to facilitate the preparation of:the bulletin,

v In his December 7 Iettef to the NEC, Comrade Kurt T,
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Hill, also a meffber of the Democratic Centralist Ten=:::
dency, asserts that: there has been an “unusual delay in *
pubhshmg the YSA Intemal Bulletm. "_

The National Office, however, was only able to
publish the Young Socialist Discussion Bulletin as con-

“tributions were received, This year, sufficient contribu-
- tions to fill the first bulletm were not’ recewed until
f-Novembet

Comrade Hill asks that as a‘result of the "unusual de-
lays" the NEC make available facilities for a Democratic
Centralist Tendency caucus:meeting at the YSA.convention.

:“The- question of delays aside, it is part of the YSA's tradi~

tion that declared tendencies mayameet to discuss how

- best to put forth their point of view, - This includes making

available meeting rooms at national conventions when’
these are nequested by tendencies, -

Decembet 8, 1974



YSA WORK WITH THE ORGANIZATION OF ARAB STUDENTS AND THE IRANIAN STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

' by Denis Hoppé, "East Lahsiné local

On campuses where foreign students have branches of
such -groups as the Organization of Arab Students (OAS), or
Iranian Students Association-(ISA), or Ethiopian Students
Union (ESU), a major. effort should be made by YASA' com-
rades to study the situation in these countries and work with
these organizations...

* In working with these organizations, our central aim is
not to recruit from them--that is impossible because of the
repressive nature of the U, S, immigration department--but
to help them publicize and champion the liberation of
their countries from imperialism, '

At the present moment, the Organization of Arab
Students is by far the most impressive of these various foreign
student groups. Through long work at the important task of
countering Zionist propaganda, they have developed into. a
superb organization dedicated to the defense of the Arab-
revolution here in the USA and Canada. OASaalso hasa
social function of bringing Arab students together for
parties and festivals, but this function does not concem us
here, except insofar as these social activities help to build
the OAS,

This report deals with YSA relations with what might
be called the political arm of OAS and ISA; the YSA in
East Lansing has had some good experience working with
these organizations,

At the last convention of OAS, a point on the agenda
was: "relationship of OAS with the American Left,”
Significantly, the OAS resolved to work with all groups on
the left who want to work with them. The OAS does not

favor one group above another: the best defenders of the
Arab revolution are its best friends, As YSA locals work
with OAS chapters, many demands will be put upon them:
OAS members are activists; they are full of energy. They
are proud of the successes they have had in countering
Zijonist propaganda in this country, but they want to extend
those successes even farther, reaching more and more
Americans, They like to sponsor forums, speakers and
movies on the Middle East. They also like to develop the
resources of each chapter--giving new OAS members an
opportunity to speak. In fact, their main criticism of the
American Left is that they do not approach the OAS often
enough for cosponsorship of speakers! After our last forum
here on "Inflation and Middle East Oil," cosponsored by the
OAS and the YSA, one OAS member suggested we start an
intensive study series on Marxism and the Middle East, as a
way to bring more Americans to Marxism and to an under-
standing of the Middle East!

A
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The OAS frequently approaches the YSA to get en-
dorsements for speakets on the Middle East,  and consult with
us on other groups or individuals willing to endorse the -
defense of .the Arab revolution. Similarly, the OAS can
endorse certain aspects of YSA work~-for example, the East
Lansing OAS endorsed the emergency-forum to publicize the
events in Boston in October (surrounding the anti-busing
drive of the white community) on the single issue of the
importance of bringing out the facts on Boston. One of the
reasons YSA can work so well with the OAS lies in the nature
of OAS.

* The difference between the QAS and the Iranian Student
Association (ISA) illustrates the different natures of foreign
student groups, The ISA has become extremely restrictive
in its defense of the Iranian revolution since its last con-
vention, where sevéral students were expelled, The dif-
ferences centered around the defense of the Shah's political
prisoners,. The people who were expelled believed that the
best way to wage a defense case was to wage-it in a way .
that would win--thus involving liberals, influential writers,
etc,, to suppost the case, The:Stalinists in the ISA only
wanted to defend Iranians who were known Marxists, pref-
erably Stalinists, How a person under extreme torture is
expected to get his correct Marxist line out for the ISA to
defend him is beyond comprehension; however, the ISA
claims that the liberals that some students in ISA were
defending had made statements after their release support-
ing the Shah, and that the ISA should not have defended
such "reactionaries, "

While, on the surface, the fact that several students
were expelled from the ISA may seem a minor point in
the overall nature of the ISA, the expulsion was coupled
with a motion that broke off "any kind of collaboration"
with the YSA or SWP, Members of the East Lansing ISA
have told me personally that they disagreed with this mo-
ton, but that they must abide by it if they wish to stay in
the ISA (they were all prepared to participate with YSA and
OAS on the Middle East oil forum until they read the fine
print of their last convention proceedings). This motion
by the Stalinists in ISA to limit ISA work with the YSA was
obviously designed as an attempt to limit the discussion of
Trotskyism within the ISA, and, as such, makes it more
difficult for us to work with the ISA,

What can be done about the unfortunate position of the
ISA? YSA members should talk to ISA members personally
and explain the dangers such restrictive actions will have on
the ISA itself, especially in the face of SAVAK (Iranian
political police) repression--which extends right into this



country. The way to stop-that repression is to build the ISA
as broad as possible, - The Organization of Arab Students. -
should be pointed out as an organizational example for the
ISA, Neither the OAS or the ISA in the United States can
become revolutionary organizations, although the ISA seems
to have some idea that it can. The best service they can do
for the Iranian revolution and/or the Arab revolution is the
defense of the Iranian revolution or the Arab revolution

from imperialism. Through unity on certain demands--
self-determination for Palestine, ‘or freedom from the Shah's
repression in Iran--Iranian and Arab students of many dif-
ferent political affiliations can work together to mobilize
the most effective ways of defending revoiutionary strug-
gles taking place in Iran and the Middle East. If some
members of ISA or OAS are convinced of the necessity for a
socialist revotution, they may decide to join a révolu’i:ionary
group; however, it is ridiculous to think that the majority of
foreign students studying in the USA are prepared to take that
step, The Stalinists in ISA apparently think they are, While
this is a noble ambition, we do not feel that thus lititing
the scope of ISA it the U, S, --supposedly waiting for the day
when the ISA ‘members will return to Iran--is véry effective,
in comparison to what the 1SA could be doing right here and
now through its defense work to make the situation better

for revolutionaries in Iran,

This is'not to say that ISA is completely moribund: its
old traditions of powerful defense of political rights in'Iran
are still strong. Its magazine, Resistance, is dedicated to
the defense effort. ' YSA members should actively support
the various defense cases of the ISA: théy are in no'way
counterposed to the CAIFI (Committee for ‘Artistic aiid’
Intellectual Freedom in Iran) defense case. In fact, the
defendants CATFI is placing most emphasis on, Vida Hadjebi
Tabrizi and Ali Sharyati,” are being defended by the in-
dependent efforts of the ISA, as well, In addition; ‘the ISA
compiles current information on a great many other political
prisoners in the Shah's jails, The only difference between
the ISA defense case, and the CAIFI defense case seems to
be in the emphasis placed on the liberals, The ISA seems to
think that the liberals in the Shah's prisons are the least
important; however, the mere fact that they are there on
the ISA lists of prisoners-to-defend indicates that the
Stalinist leadership of the ISA still has not been able to
carry out a typical Stalinist defense case, where you only
defend Stalinists, The CAIFI defense case per se is not
counterposed to the ISA defense case at all in the eyes of
Iranian students in the ISA, much as the Stalinist leader~
ship of ISA would like otherwise.

I have dealt at some length with the Stalinization of
the ISA; however, I must emphasize that the ISA is not a
Stalinist organization. For Iranian students who are opposed
to the Shah, it is still an extremely attractive organization,
It carries out important work in defense of the Iranian
revolution. The YSA should not cast off the ISA as uselessly
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Maoist. We should approach the ISA on‘the basis of how
best the ISA can be built as broad as possible,

Unfortunately, the YSA had no direct control over the
process whereby a foreign student group becomies politically:

restrictive, like ISA, or open, like OAS, We should en-

courage the ISA and other foreign student groups to follow
the example of OAS. OAS itself is eagerly seeking allies in
other foreign student groups and can be of help in getting
anti- imperialist political positions within other foreign
student groups on a given campus, '

The YSA must be careful in dealing with these organ- -
izations to make it clear that we do not want them to be
restrictive, They are most effective and active when they
do'not limit political discussion to only one point of view,
That is why we must reserve our specific revolutionary
analysis of the Middle East to our internal relations with
OAS, At public forums with OAS, we should limit our
comments to the defense of the Arab revolution against
Zionism and imperialism. The OAS is critical of the YSA
for speaking about the evils of Stalinism at public férums on
the Middle East. Furthermore, since many members-of the
OAS are outright supporters of the countries and regimes who
sent them to this country on scholarship (Iraq, Libya, etc.)
we must be careful to avoid alienating them by excessive
criticism of the'Arab regimes at events cosponsored with
OAS, ' As I mentioned earlier, the OAS's effectiveness. is
largely due to.the fact that large numbers of Arabs of dif-
fering political views can unite around the task to be done -
in the U, §, :- defense of the Palestinian and Arab revolution,
Since the YSA agrees with this, we unite with them on that’
issue, The specific expression of Trotskyist ideas must be
reserved to informal discussions, ~Actually, since the Arab.:
students have seen that the YSA and SWP are the best de- "
fenders of the fight against Israel in the U, S,, it isthey
who will eome and ask us about our politics to-find how we"
reached our position of the Middle East. - :

OAS locals will often be interested in setting up mutual
educational series with the YSA, Students in the OAS are
eager to talk with revolutionaries about the latest develop-
ments in the various Palestinian resistance organizations,
YSA members can learn much from them. At the same time,
Arab students are interested in learning the politics of the
organization which they see as the most uncompromising
anti- Zionist organization in the USA, Many Arab students
will be interested in reading For Lenin in Arabic (order from
Pathfinder) on the crisis of leadership of the working class
in the Middle East, as well as our Education for Socialists
Bulletin on Israel and the Arab Revolution,

In the face of attempts to exclude the YSA from work-
ing with the ISA, it is important that we step up our efforts
in defense of the Iranian political prisoners and the struggles
of the national minorities of Kurdistan, Baluchistan, etc.



We must be ready to talk to members of the ISA and have
literature available in Persian (order from Pathfinder) for
Iranians who have chosen not to join ISA because of its

leftist image, but who are nonetheless highly political.
More literature in English must be made available, and YSA
comrades should learn more about the problems of the Iranian
revolution: so that we can carry on a fruitful dialogue with
Iranian men and women in the ISA against the poison of

their Maoist leadéfship.

Already, Ithink the CAIFI defense case is making an
impression on members of the ISA. They can see how much
more effective the CAIFI is, compared to their own Maoist
leadership's running of the ISA defense cases, If we make
it clear that the YSA is not trying to rajd the ISA--as the
Maoist leadership falsely claimed it was--but rather to help
it defend the Irapian people against repression, we will be
seen as allies-of the ISA once again.

For an.Arab or Iranian student, living in the U, S, can
be an extremely radicalizing experience. Organizations
like OAS and ISA are involved in serious political debate
specifically on the politics of the "homeland, " but also--
to an increasing extent--on the effect of the U, S, on their
countries,. ‘While the discussion in the ISA centers almost
exclusively around bourgeois nationalism and:Stalinism, the
debate in OAS encompasses a whole range of-ideologies from
outright capitalism to revolutionary Marxism. . It should not
be forgotten that the experience of Arab and Iranian students
in the U, S, not only develops radicals (who realize that the
only way to break from U. S, domination is through socialist

“revolution), it also develops skilled public relations with
ministers and bourgeois economists. like Ahmed Zaki Yamani
(Saudi Arabia's oil minister), In working with the OAS and
ISA, the YSA, obviously, tries to encourage development
of the former, not the latter, This can be done through
forums, educational series and informal discussions on many
aspects of Marxism which are relevant to the Near Eastern
situation: the role of national struggles and colonialism,

&
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the Bolshevik concept of the rights of oppressed national
minorities, the role of women in the combined character

of the revolution, the role of students, the nature of
imperialism in the higher stage of capitalism, etc,

In the coming year, the YSA should be particularly
attuned;to,the increasing radicalization of Arab women in
the U, S, The role played by women in.the various
Palestinian liberation groups has revitalized the movement
for women's libération in the Near East,. particularly in the
large cities like Cairo, Alexandria, Damascus, Beirut and
Tehran. At the last convention of the OAS, this trend was
reflected in a special workshop on Arab women's liberation.
Arab women in OAS are seeking to involve more women. in
the poli;ical arm of OAS (at the present time, most Arab
women on U, S, campuses are wives of students, and only, .
partiéipate in “social" activities of OAS)., Comrades in the
YSA can encourage their efforts by inviting Arab women to
speak at internal YSA educationals_and. at public forums on
the Middle East. Often the wives of Arab and Iranian
Students in the U, S, can speak much more frankly about
politics,  The increased involvement of women in the OAS
and ISA will help ward off harmful Stalinist influences on
these organizations, '

The YSA's "red university" strategy isa particularly
good medijum through which to relate politically with
foreign students, who have frequently participated in
student strikes in their.own countries, or have friends in
Iranian and Arab universities with whom they are in touch.
YSA comrades who may not understand in detail the politics
of a given foreign country, can easily relate to such student
struggles, and explain how important they can develop.
Most other American left tendencies are caught up in a
workerist fetish, and cannot explain why it is that students
are taking the initiative, especially in the semicolonial
countries,
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THE-YSA AND YOUTH SUPPORT FOR THE 1976 CAMPAIGN

by. VRick Berman, Portland 1ocal

(,;, 'fhe Social»i,ét;Workers‘ Party 1‘97_6,,e1eetion campaign
will provide a big opportunity for the YSA to expand. As
the NEC Draft Political Resolution points out, the continued
. spread of radical ideas is making larger numbers of young
people open to our. socrahst program.

" The ma]Ol' crrterron the YSA should use {4 plan a youth
_support strategy. for the 197§ gampaign should be to. de- :
termine the best way to use. the campaign to ma.ke the XsA
‘ grow in these favorable cucnmstances There, ,are two
considerations that should be central to our apProach

.One is to think big,.

. The Yankelovrch survey lust begms to 1nd1care rhe op-
portun;tles we will have.on campus. Twice. as many college
students as non-college youth. for example, characterized

y themselves as being actively mterested and involved in
polmc;al matters. -

While only five percent of college students defined their
Mpohucal views as radical, we shonld be careful not to mis-
'mterptet thrs. It should be clear that the terrn "radlcal"
has taken on a new _meaning for young people.» G

When 60 percent of Amencan youth beheve that thrs
socrety is undemocrauc, ‘61 percent of college students
feel that the two major parties should be reformed or ..
eliminated, 80 percent of all young people are critical of
U. S. foreign policy, 63 percent of college women feel
_that women face qrscummauon. and 64 _percent, thmk that
_"Women's place is in the home", is nonsense, it is apparent

that many.of the 1deas that were generally held only by
the radicals like those who Jomed the YSA in the late..
1960s, are now the common property of hundreds of thou-
sands of students,

Our audlence for the 1976 SWP campa1gn rs much
>brgger than I:he "radrcal five percent.” Our political pro-
gram is more and more in tune with the mood and political
aspirations of a.majority of the college and high school
population.

Our experience with youth work in the 1974 state and
local SWP election campaigns, in particular, demonstrated
that a fighting, aggressive socialist election campaign can
attract young people into their first radical political activ-
ity and into the YSA,

YSA and Youth Support Groups

The second consideration is something we have been
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. grappling with for some time. That is, how do we project

the YSA to young people through the vehicle of the SWP

. election campaigns.

Since the June, 19‘7 2, YSA Natronal Commmee .
plenurn. we have tried to open up the YSA to make it
easier for young people to join.

We have moved from a concept where the YSA had a
candidate program in many locals for prospective members
through most of the 1960s, to the concept that every young
person who is a socialist and wants to contribute some time
to building the.socialist movement should be in the YSA
right now.

In the fall of 1972 we re-established the Young

Socialist to make the YSA's views and activities better
known and to help establish our identity as.an independent

youth organization with our own sphere of activity.

We have encouraged the Socialist Workers Party to in-
clude YSA leaders in its slaté of candidates in local elec-
tions.

In short we have been more and more acting like the
mass youth organization that we are trying to construct.

_ In my opinion, the next step in this process should be
to shift our emphasis in youth support. work from building
youth support groups like the Young Socialists for Jenness
and Pulley in the 1972 campaign, toward projecting the
Young-Socialist Alliance as the national youth organization
burldmg the SWP campaign,

aal *

r,d 3._There are three motivations for this change.

]

First, it would tremendously boost our ability to get
the YSA's name, program and activities out to a very
wide audience as we could in.no other way. It would

y further the process of creating an image of the YSA as the
‘mass youth organization that we hope to become,

Second, it would help to focus our campaign work
directly on YSA recruitment. In the past, carrying out the
full range of YSA activities in the name of a youth support
group has often served to dampen an aggressive recruitment
attitude in the YSA by tending to push the YSA into the
background.

Third, it would help make the YSA seem more ac-
cessible to independent campaign supporters, It would
help clear up the confusion of having all of these socialist



organizations that are part of one movement--YSA, SWP,
Youth Support Group, Socialist Workers Campaign--by
making it absolutely ciear that the organization they
should be part of is the YSA,

Instead of launching a national youth support formation
to build the 1976 campaign, we should designate some
YSA national leaders as spokespeople for the youth support
effort and use the Young Socialist and special "Join the
YSA" materials to publicize the YSA as the organization
coordinating campus and youth support,

In local areas where we think that we can involve
broader forces outside of our movement in campaign work
best through the form of a campaign support group, we
should not hesitate to initiate one. This may be particularly
useful on campuses where we have no YSAers and where,
for one reason or another, campaign supporters don't want
to join the YSA.

This approach is consonant both with the expanding
radicalization and the direction the YSA has been moving
for the past few years, Most important it can help put the
focus on building the YSA,

Arguments for Youth Support Group

It seems to me that there are two arguments for con-
tinuing to have a national youth support formation,

One is that we would miss the chance to work with-
independent activists who would feel uncomfortable work-
ing directly with the YSA, unless we have a youth support
group that has an aura of independence.

I think there are two holes in this argument. Ohe is
that it doesn't reflect the relationship-of forces in the
student movement, The YSA is hardly an isolated, or -
insignificant organization on many major as well as minor
college campuses around the country, Not only do we have
a good-sized campus base, but we have won quite a bit of
respect through our consistent activity.

The other problem with this argument is that it doesn't
reflect our recent experience. Most independent campaign

30

" a big shift for the YSA,

supporters haven't viewed themselves as YSAers, but as
people who work with the YSA and SWP. During the recent
fall speaking tours, many of the people who signed up on
mailing lists to "Join the YSA" were mainly just indicating
an interest in helping out on local election campaigns.
They didn't feel uncomfortable ‘about identifying with the
YSA . - DR L.

" Besides, arlyone who wants to work on an’ SWP election
campaign for even a mirimum of an hour or two a week
should be E the YSA. In a situation where we know a
layer of "independent radicals" or a group of Black or
Chicano students, ot a campus organization that would be
uneasy about close identification with the YSA, we should
be flexible and set up a support group. I think these 51tua-
tions will be'the’ exception, not the Tule.

The second argument, that the. absence of a national
youth support formation will make campaign work more
difficult on reglonal campuses where theré isn't & group of
YSAers, Ithink may be true. On'these campusés where
the YSA is not as well established, we may find it neces-
sary to initiate support groups tmoré frequently. - ‘A national
formation with its own authority and materials would be

very effective.

Although this is true, the YSA Has enough expenence
in regional work and a strong enough regional apparatus
throughout the country that I think that this problem can’
be tackled in each region 1nd1V1dually and solved in a
sansfactory way after we have more experzence w1th it,

More Discussion Needed -

" If we are going to adopt this approach it will signify
It wilt be importdnt to have a'dis-
cussion at the convention or shortly after the convention to
see if this orientation makes sense in’ hght of the varied
experiences the YSA has had w1th youth support act1v1t1es

in different parts of the country.

This discussion around how to put the YSA forward
during the campaign is more important because neither of
the SWP nanonal candldates are YSA members

December 9, 1974



SOME COMMENTS ON THE YOUNG SOCIALIST AND ITS SIDE-LINE CRITICS

‘by David Ellis, Indianapolis local

In Vol. XVIII, No. 3 of the Young Socialist Discussion
Bulletin, Iwas pleased to see two contributions en the Young
Socialist: one by Comrade Brian Johnson of the Upper West
Side local, and one by Comrade Steve Millen of the Bloom-
ington YSA,"Both articles contained what I consider to be a
number of valid criticisms-of our monthly newspaper.  Es-
pecially welcome were the suggestions by Brian Johnson that
the YS needed more articles on concrete manifestations of
alienation in capitalist society, and by Millen that the YS
needed to "focus in and highlight on issues from a different
angle, " and thus "provide 'something you can't get in The
Militant', "

It is essential for criticisms and suggestions like these
to be voiced more often. I feel, however, that some of
Comrade Millen’'s contentions were wide of the mark, and
require a response,

He writes, for instance:

"...from the Michigan-Indiana region,...I
have noticed that the locals with exemplary
YS sales have had poor recruitment records,
while Bloomington, with its abysmal s sales
has had an exemplary recruitment record (11
since the national educational conference)
and none of it in any way from sales of the
YS. Granted, the other locals have 'ex-
ceptional circumstances® but I think it should
be pointed out that the YS is only one of
several recruitment tools the YSA has and its
real record has been mixed., "

Implicit in this paragraph is the notion that in the
Michigan-Indiana region, "exemplary sales of the YS"
have not aided the local in recruitment, as evidenced by
the region's statistics. And furthermore, this is true even
though some misguided comrades maintain that the paper
is an "excellent recruitment tool, " In other words, if the
YS is such an effective tool, why haven't these locals who
sell the paper well, recruited more comrades? Why has
Bloomington, "with its abysmal YS sales” had such strik-
ing growth? (No thanks to the Young Socialist.)

Let's take a step back, catch our breath, and look at
the situation with our eyes wide open, As our point of
departure let's start with the Indianapolis local, where, on
occasions we have had "exemplary sales of the YS."

At the same time, however, our recruitment rate has been
relatively slow, But wait, Comrade Millen, before level-
ing an accusing finger at the YS, consider the entire process
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of recruitment and integration; an intricate process to be
sure, . DA o

"It is not enough to stick a YS into a contact's hand, then
sit back and wait for his or her maturation into a skilled
leader of the Trotskyist movement. If a local has had a
slow rate of recruitment it can be the result of any number
of factors, not the least of which is inadequate propaganda
dissemination, “i;'¢., sales of the press, literature, etc.

It can also be the resuit of "exceptional circumstances"

such as an absence of a "movement" tradition in a particu-
lar city or area; a shortage of active comrades; inexperience
in political organization; or a whole series of external con~
ditions which comrades have no control over, Usually, it

is a combination of one or more of these factors along with
inadequate follow-up work on initial contacts, Such is the
case in Indianapolis,

We have not always in the past, placed the proper
emphasis on recruitment to the YSA, often subordinating
this key task to a sort of mad frenzy to outsell the next
local. While sales of the press play an invaluable role in
reaching out to radicalizing layers and thus broadening our
periphery, total emphasis on sales at the expense of one-to-
one (single-jack) contact with individuals, is unquestionably
detrimental to a local's growth, Consequently, in Indian-
apolis as just one example, recruitment has been slow
in spite of high YS sales, not because of it.

In Bloomington, the fact that recruitment has been
"exemplary"” is largely the result of an extremely well-
developed educational apparatus; well-attended and
regularized forums and classes; well-planned recruitment
work by a large percentage of the local and coordinated by
the executive committee; relatively good sales of The
Militant; and a large milieu of radicat students on a
campus with a long movement tradition.

Yet, there is little question in my mind that were the
Bloomington local, (or any other local for that matter) to
increase their YS sales in a coordinated fashion with sales
of The Militant and literature, the periphery would be en-
larged, particularly at high schools, and a new layer of
budding young militants wculd be attracted to the politics
of the YSA,

No one has ever claimed, to my knowledge, that
without " exemplary sales of the YS, ” a local could not

recruit, but rather as Comrade Millen himself states:

"...the YS is only one of several recruitment tools



the YSA has and its real record has been mixed. "

The Young Socialist can hardly be expected to fulfill

its function as a recruitment tool without the concomitant tools

at our disposal, such as classes, forums, discussions, and of
course, actions Not even sales of The Militant, Inter-
national Socialist Review or Intercontinental Press are alone
sufficient in this regard, Nor can the YS be an effective
weapon in our propaganda arsenal if it is discretely shelved
under The Militant bundle as is so often the case in many
locals,

It 'is true that the ¥s can be redundant and of lower
overall quahty than The Mlhtant It is also true that there
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. is a'pronounced tendency to make a pastime out of denigrat-

ing the YS. At the risk of sounding trite, I would like to

_propose that comrades take the time to write well-thought-

out, in-depth articles, for the YS rather than always
writing frantically to meet The Militant deadlines, This
is an-offense of which, I-am convinced, most of us are

guilty, This is one course fundamental to adding a steady
'7ﬂdw of fresh ideas to our rnonthly organ. h

Agam, it is indeed a welcome slght £0.see an mcreased
interest in making the. YS an even. more valuable tool than
it already is, And- Com:ade Millen;-despite his logistical
shortcomings, is to be commended for brmgmg us one step
closer to that goal : L
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DEFENDING SOVIET DISSIDENTS

by Mike Taber, Chicago local

The defense of the victims of Stalinist repression inside
the Soviet Union and the other bureaucratically-deformed
workers states has always been a task of central importance
to the revolutionary socialist movement. From the time of
the Moscow Trials and the defense of Leon Trotsky through the
Czechoslovak events of 1968 and up to the present, we
have pointed to the need for revolutionaries all over the
world to solidarize with the fight for socialist democracy.

We view this struggle as an integral part of the world socialist
revolution,

In the recent past, there has been a revwal in the or-
ganized dissident movement inside the Soviet Union. While
surfacing in many ways, it has been best manifested by the
rise of uudetground samizdat publications which seek to re-
veal the truth about conditions inside the Soviet Union: the
oppression of national minorities, the economic conditions
facing the working class and the political persecution of
dissident intellectuals. The influence of these publications
has far exceeded their relanvely small circulations, which
are largely confined to small intellectual circles. In re-
sponse.to them, the Kremlin has gone on a campaign to
step up and intensify its repression. Many dissidents are
sitting in jails or mental asylums, while others are living in
exile. The Kremlin recognizes that the dissent among the
intellectuals reflects, to one degree or another, the real dis-
content among the broader sections of the Soviet population
and is, therefore, seekiﬁg to quarantine the dissidents,

The defense of Soviet political prisoners is one of the
most important contributions we can make to the fight for
socialist democracy and the movement to get rid of the
Stalinist bureaucrats, Already international defense cam-
paigns have been launched around the cases of several
prisoners, At the present time, these efforts are being
focused around Valentyn Moroz, a Ukrainian dissident, near
death from a hunger strike in protest of the inhumane con-
ditions he faces in jail, Several other individuals such as
Vladimir Bukovsky and Leonid Plyusch are also the targets of
international campaigns. The successful campaign to free
Pyotr Grigorenko serves as an example of the power and
potential of such an international defense campaign and
points to the vulnerability of the Stalinist leaders in the face
of massive international protest.

Defense Activities in Chica@

A public defense campaign on behalf of Soviet political
prisoners has been functioning in Chicago for several months,
It is centered around the Committee for the Defense of
Human Rights in the Soviet Union, a Ukrainian- American
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organization which is attempting to get out information on
the conditions inside the Soviet Union and the Ukraine, as
well as to organize support for political prisoners there, Is
members are predominantly young people with radical
views, and some have been active in other movements for
social change. They have a bookstore which serves as
their center and carries many publications relating to the
Soviet Union and the dissident movement, Several Path-
finder titles are also included in the selection,

Last spring, the Committee, in collaboration with the
YSA and Socialist Workers Party, organized the first major
public action: a rally at the University of Illinois campus
in support of Pyotr Grigorenko. Attended by about 60
people, it was addressed by speakers from the Committee
and the YSA. Since that time, a number of other activities
have been carried out through a Coalition to Defend Soviet
Political Prisoners, in which the Committee and the YSA
have played active roles. A rally was held June 1 in
support of Moroz and Vyacheslav Chornovil, another
Ukrainian dissident. In addition, Karel Kovanda, a
former Czech student leader spoke about Czechoslovak dis-
sidents to a meeting of 75, cosponsored by the Committee
and the Militant Forum, This fall, a tour of Phil Berrigan
was organized to publicize the case of Moroz. . He spoke to
several campus meetings, a city-wide forum, and several
radio shows. In total, over 350 people attended one or
another of the meetings.

The amount of press and other publicity these activities
have received has been steadily increasing. The Berrigan
tour was covered in several daily newspapers as well as
campus and community papers. One of the key elements
in this has been the success in getting prominent endorsers
of the campaign, These have included media figures,
professors, civil libertarians and various organizations, and
have helped to give the campaign a broader dimension.
One very interesting and important aspect of this effort has
been the ability to corner and isolate the Community Party
and Young Workers Liberation League by getting some of
their more prominent periphery to endorse the campaign.
Several PCPJ-type figures endorsed, including a staff
member of the Chicago Peace Council, an organization
that the CP and YWLL have been very active in. They
were especially embarrassed by the Berrigan tour and the
amount of support it amassed, to the point that when mem-
bers of the Committee would leaflet activities that the
CP and YWLL participated in, some of their leaders would
become literally incoherent--shouting insults and attempting
to scatter the literature all over the ground.



One of the most important reasons for these successes .
has been the broad-based united front character of the
coalition. It has been able to draw in independent forces
while avoiding any confusion with right-wing anti-com-
munist forces whose only goal is to back up imperialism and
roll back the gains of the workers states, While not every-
one in the Committee accepts our analysis of the Soviet
Union, they clearly recognize that their activities and the
activities of the right-wing are incompatible,

o) pponents

The organizations and currents on the left have taken
different approaches to the campaign, While the Stalinists
of the CP and YWLL are obviously opposed to it, the Maoist
Stalinists of all shades have completely abstained. Their
confusion is understandable, for although they believe the
Soviet Union is "social-imperialist" and capitalist and
should, therefore, logically support an oppositionist move-
ment, they also recognize the anti- Stalinist nature of the -
dissident movement, which, of course, they are afraid of,
They have resolved this contradiction in typical Maoist
fashion by taking no public stand in relation to any of the -
Coalition's efforts.

The different sectarian grouplets-- Revolutionary
Socialist League, Spartacists, Workers League, etc.--
generally have not participated in building the campaign.
True to form, they reject the very conception of a broad-
based defense. ' They do, however, attend all the events
hoping to “intervene" in them--that is, to attack the YSA
and the Defense Committee,

One other important current has been the social demo-
crats. Both the Democratic Socialist Organizing Committee

and the Socialist Party have participated to one degree or
another in the campaign, This current's ties to the trade
union bureaucracy, as well as its opposition to the Russian
revolution in general give it importance, and we will
probably want to keep an eye on them as time goes on,

Role of the YSA

The YSA can play a central role in this campaign. We
will want to build it on the campuses where the interest is
greatest, and to project united front activities wherever
possible, While helping to publicize the campaign -and
build activities, we can also explain our ideas on Stalinism,

‘socialist demociacy and the political revolution. The role

of our propaganda, especially The Militant, Young Socialist
and Pathfinder are indispensable not only as a source for
accurate information, but also as a way to provide answers
for the thousands of young people’ wanting to find out about” -
the Soviet Union and what happened there., More and more
of these people will be attracted to our analysm ofthe
Soviet Union and our ptogram for socialist déinocracy, and
will see that the 'YSA"‘ is the dr‘ganization 'the'jr' should join."

- While having groups such as the Chicago Committee
obviously is an advantage in orgamzmg "defense activities,
forums, teach-ins and other such’ act1v1t1es can be orgamzed
in other areas, and often these’things brmg us into contact -
with fresh forces that we can work with. While not yet a’
"mass" issue in the sense of involving thousands of people,
Soviet dissident defense work can bring valuable results and
can be instrumental in organizing support for the Soviet
opposmonists, thereby aldmg the f1ght for socialist de-
mocracy. e
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THE LESSONS OF OUR WOUNDED KNEE DEFENSE WORK

by John Linder and Jeanne Stevens, Twin Cities local

The YSA's role in supporting the Wounded Knee de-
fendants is an impressive and educational chapter of our
work in 1974, This contribution will outline the evolution
of the defense case and the YSA's role in supporting it,
drawing the lessons that we learned in the process. As
comrades read this, you will notice a developing under-
standing on the part of the YSA members participating in
Wounded Knee defense activities. We began our support
activities knowing much less than when we finished, and we
.hope to outline our own educational process, so-that YSAers
can use these lessons in participating in other defense strug-
gles.

_ Very little support activity took place from the begin-
ning of the Wounded Knee liberation in February, 1973,
through September of that year, In the Twin Cities, the
home of the American Indian Movement (AIM) and a center
of the Indian struggle, AIM built several small and un-
publicized picket lines, The Twin Cities YSA was out of
touch with Wounded Knee during the "occupation” and,
finding ATM unwilling or unable to build a major defense
action, we didn't take the initiative ourselves. The YSA
was able,  however, to organize a highly successful tour for
Clyde Bellecourt at the end of "Wounded Knee 1973."

No visible defense activity occurred until October,
1978, when a symposium on Wounded Knee at the University
of Minnesota drew 4, 000 people. The symposium, largely
built and arranged by the CP, and supported by AIM, was
built on extremely short notice, keeping all other groups
from participating.

Speakers at the symposium included Russell Means,
Clyde Bellecourt, Angela Davis, Mark Lane and others.
The focus of the symposium was the upcoming trial of over
200 Wounded Knee participants. Several speakers, primarily
Clyde. Bellecourt, called for a national educational campaign
on Wounded Knee, Bellecourt emphasized the role that the
National Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression
(NAARPR) would play in this. Angela Davis, speaking as
the head of NAARPR, called for a mass action oriented
defense campaign to win the upcoming St, Paul trials of
Dennis Banks and Russell Means,

The symposium began a discussion within the YSA and
SWP on our possible participation in the defense. Five
factors made these trials important, in our estimation:

1. The scope of the trials. An entire layer of Indian
activists were facing heavy charges, posing a tremendous
challenge to all Indians and supporters of civil liberties,
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2. The charges involved. Amrerican Indians were on
trial for exercising their right to self-determination.

3. The political conjuncture, In the midst of the
post- Watergate furor, important openings existed to ex~
plain the real role of the U, S, government, and to show
political activists how to defend themselves.

4. Potential mass support. 51 percent of the
American people supported the Wounded Knee liberation,
The size of the symposium showed that this support con-
tinued.

5. The immediate opportunities for the YSA, This
defense case represented a big chance to make contact
with the Indian movement, and to build the YSA,

While all these factors suggested major participation,
several other factors were unclear or negative, First,
we were unsure of the relationship of forces doing defense
support work, and what attitude the CP and AIM actually
had towards building a broad-based defense committee
and campaign, and carrying out a serious legal defense.
The YSA also had extremely limited forces to participate
in the defense, and we were unsure of what real work
other groups and individuals would put into the defense,

The next three months (through December, 1973)
were a formative stage, both for the defense effort and
for our support to it, Several weeks after the symposinm
the founding conference of the Minnesota Alliance Against
Racist and Political Repression (MAARPR) was held, at

~ which a workshop, chaired by Vernon Bellecourt, estab-

lished an independent Wounded Knee Defense Committee,
This committee held meetings of between 20 and 45
through November, in which the YSA participated, The

- Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense Committee

(WKLDOC) as it came to be called, was totally dis-
organized; no. political organization took responsibility,
and little was accomplished.

In December, an office was set up in St, Paul and
the Defense Committee became somewhat organized.
A number of semi-religious pacifist types appeared from
various parts of the country to help out. We assigned two
leading comrades to work in the office nearly full-time,
AIM had several leading members in and around the of-
fice, but did little in giving the office political or organ-
izational direction. ‘

In fact, no organization, including the CP, the



pacifists, and AIM gave any political direction whatsoever.
to the defense, which left the committee floundering. We
projected a January 7 rally-teach-in, timed to coincide
with the opening of the trials, The proposal split everybody:
the YWLLers couldn't make up their minds, and the paci-

~ fists were for putting it off. Finally, the AIM leadership
agreed to the action, January 7 drew 2, 000 people and
raised over $1, 000, It showed us three things:

1. The CP and YWLL, despite their talk about the
need for demonstrations, dragged their feet and in fact
played an obstructive role when it came to planning and
building the actions.

2. The size of the January 7 action, which was
primarily built by the YSA and SWP, signified continued
mass support,

3. The AM leadersh1p was open to political sugges-
tions from our movement.

Following the January 7 action, the Defense Committee
‘expanded. The opening of the trials attracted national
and international press, A Native American Speakers
Bureau was set up to raise funds from touring the defendants
and lawyers and many large speaking engagements were
held. A large number of independents and AIM members
began helping in the Defense: Committee office and on
campus, i

Based on the Januaty 7 success, we proposed a demon-~
stration at the U, of M. on February 27, the anniversary of
the liberation of Wounded Knee, * For the first time, we
held a formal meeting with the defendants and won their
fall support for the proposal, But again, the Defense Com-
" mittee office staff dragged its feet and showed an unwill-
ingness'to significantly build the action. Consequently,
the YSA made-a shift of our forces. Unable to direct the
-Deféense’Cominittee as a whole towards mass action, we
realized that we would have to shift the center of our sup-
port activity from the WKLD/OC office to where our '
strength lay--the U, of M. campus, where we had a campus
fraction of 20 and a growing group of deéfense activists, and
where the two major defense actions had’taken place.

February 27 was a tremendous success. Over 1, 500
extremely spirited people demonstrated in the first clear-cut
support action, and this was recognized by the defendants
and other 4ctivists as a major step forward, Throughout the
day, ‘educational activities took place and over 100 suburban
junior high school students walked out of school to attend
the demonstration at the U of M. C

Following February 27, the YSA re-evaluated the re-
lationship of support forces in the Defense Committee, By
that time, three forces had clearly emerged: AIM, the CP
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~and YWLL, and the YSA and SWP,

‘any defense case of such stature-in many decades.

The defendants, i.e., AIM, had no clear-cut defense
strategy at all. At the same time, AIM saw the necessity
of a broad defense effort and an independent defense com-
mittee, and was open to any suggestion for action.

The CP lacked a clear defense strategy. Their‘activity
consisted of mass action in words and handling organiza-
tional details in practice, i.e., leaning on the courtroom
and invisiblé " public pressure.” " I

As a result; a political vacuum existed, ‘which allowed
ouf movement to play an important rote in defense activi-
ties/ ‘T fact, our role in this'deferise case was greater than
~In most
past situations, the defendants and/or a particular political
group (usually the CP) have stamped the character of the
deferise, ° sometnnes excludmg us, always exctudmg our

proposals. ' c

- In'this case, by taking our proposals d1rect1y to the
defendants, and by using our campus base to mmafe '
activity, we established the U. of M. as the acknowledged
center of ‘mass:. action and ourseIVes s the accepted organ-
izers of ‘all miss actw1ty ‘I additién to the major acmms
we heiped otganize, the YSA built six éourthouse picket”
lines of at least 100, -the only plckets bm}t durmg ‘the trlals.

i -£ “v

Given this favorable and unique situation, we con-
sidered the possibility 6f proposing to'the defendants that a

“* national action be héld in the Twin Citiés, which would

have tneant a sxgmﬁcant expansmn of our parndxpanon m
the defense efforts

However, at the same time, a number of negative
factors were emerging.

First, the Defense Committee began to stagnate;  The

-office continued to be disorganized:” cofitact work and**'
- fund=raising were hardly done at all;
i, e, mass action,; kept the office ide-eentralized, - Mogt:

". The lack of a“focus,

+ importantly; the Stalinists efféctively prevented the De-

fense Committee from having dny open meetings after”
mid-January, playing on the hostility of AIM membets to the
do-nothing New Leftish meetings that.the Stalinists and -
pacifists were responsibte for, " This ended the possibility’

of democratically deciding to carry out a-unified* effort to
build a particular action, In addition, the whole sad

picture eventually Ted oSt activists to drop away from the
office, leavmg a: sta‘ff and httle meore, i

The second negative factor was the legal strategy
employed by-both the legal team aiid the defendants, This
factor was less important when the trials began: the wave
of support sparked by the opening of the trials overshadowed



what actually happened in the courtroom; the prosecutlon s
bunglmg put the government on the defenstve 1mmed1ately,
and the courtroom strategy of the defense was better

But as the trials moved on. we recognrzed the growing
1mportance of what happened in court whlch through the
media Became the pubhc s only day-to day contact with
the case Two highly pubhc1zed actions of Banks and

.Means serrously confused the pubhc
The first mcrdent occurred in n March followmg a motion

by the defense attorneys to drop the charges, when the de-

fendants publicly stated that they did- not want the charges

dropped rather. they wanted the tnals to contmue m

order to have the issue of treaty rrghts decrded on in court

The YSA ‘and’ SWP saw this as a senous mxstake We L
sometunes make use of the bourgeois courts to win vrctor1es
'for the working class and we use every polrtrcal frame-up
trral to_defend our ideas and our rrghts from 1ns1de and out-
side the courtroom. The Wounded Knee trials were and,
The ],Ob of AIM and 1ts supporters was to- 1. Wrn freedorn
for the actrvrsts on tr1al 2. In the pocess, use the tnals B
to establish in the public's mind, ‘and if possrble legally.
the civil and treaty rights of American Indians, A dis-
missal would have meant freedom and a clear statement
that the government not AIM was gutlty at Wounded Knee,
Calltng for dropping the charges was the logical demand
given AIM's recognition ‘that the trrals were an attempt to -
destroy AIM, that the wrong people were on trial, etc.
Callmg for a continuation of the tnals contradrcted this
recognition, - rmplymg that the trtals were a vrctory for,
rather-than an attack on ‘Indians, Eventually, Banks and ,
Means reversed their posrtlon, but only after dorng con-
srderable harm. . 1

The second such mcrdent occurred shortly after thts,_ .
when’ Banks and Means frred their lawyers in a legalstunt -
desrgned to win them the rrght to self-representatron in the ‘
courtroom, Despite the possible legal validity of this
action, it caused significant confusion. .

A thrrd negatrve factor in the evolutron of the defense ,

was the CP's decrslon to push t the Mrnnesota Alliance, . i
Prevrously, ‘the Allrance has a low proﬁle. Some All1auce
members were responsrble for puttmg out the Defense S
Committee's trial newsletter and the Allrance pubhshed a
brochure on Wounded Knee which we have never seen dis-
tributed, but otherw1se the Alhance had done 11tt1e as an '
organization, In Aprrl Charlene Mrtchell the. head of
NAARPR came to town and explamed to the local Alhance
members (all YWLLers and CPers except for two 1ndependent
chairpeople) the need to build mass actions, Rumors began
-circulating that the next ‘round of defense _activity would be
bu1lt m the name of the Mrnnesota Alliance. Eventually,
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the Alliance called a May 11 rally, refusing to let the YSA
and SWP endorse it because we did not belang to the
Alliance. Rather than burldmg May 11 as a Wounded Knee
defense actton, it was built around thé slogan "We have the
solution--the solution is unity, " and made no specml
feature of the Wounded Knee defense. "Dur to this political
mistake and organizational narrowness, May 11 flopped,
drawmg only 200 people despite an impressive list of
speakers, Under the slogan "the solution is unity” this
sectarian action served to divide the defense activists in
the city, making a large scale national mobilization im-
possible, when combined with the factors aiready mentioned.

So, because of certam negatlve factors we decrded ‘that
projecting a large-scale local or national action Just wasn't
realistic. We decided to contlnue our work on the campus )
and with the agreement of the defendants, built a large
outdoor rally at the U, of M, on May 22nd. The action
was successful, drawmg about 1, 000 people to hear the
defendants, lawyers and Jane Van Deusen, SWP guber-
natorial candidate, We evaluated that support for the
Wounded Knee defendants wasn't growing. People weren't
withdrawing their support, but new people weren't being
drawn into activity, We saw mainly two reasops for this,
One was the fault of the CP and YWLL for consclously
preventing the defense from becommg as broad and massive
as possible,” The second was the fault of AIM, pamcularrly
its leaders, Netther Banks nor Means understood the neces-
sity of building visible support on their behalf or the role
they could play in doing that, In the many speeches,
throughout the U. S, ‘they rarely encouraged defense
activities, And locally. they never built an action in con-
]unctron with news conferences, speakrng engagements,
etc, Occasronally we were able to change this through
news statements, but on the whole it was a major problem,
And, although AIM exists as a national organization, it did ‘
not take up Wounded Knee defense work as a campaign.

After the May 22 action we looked the s1tuatrou over,
The crty-wrde defense committee was almost non- existent,
iny the skeleton of an office staff remamed as a result of
the CP's strategy. After the 22nd, school at the "U" was
nearmg an end, and we slowed down our activities, Over
the summer, however, on our. 1n1t1atlve two more actions
were orgamzed One was a picket of 150 at then-- Vice-
President Ford's appearance in town, .And on the closing
day of the trial, asthe case went to the jury, we built a
large picket outside the courthouse, demanding the charges
be dropped Agam‘ our initiative was responsible for the
contmued act1on-support for the defendants

Through our partrcrpanon in this defense effort we
learned a number of things which should be helpful to
comrades with similar opportunities. Becayse no group on
the left in this country has hegemony, we can expect open-
ings like thrs to appear around other defense cases in other



areas, The most important thing to stress from the outset
is the need for a broad, united front defense, The more
clear-cut the defense appfoach, the easier it will be to
mobilize support and win victories, Our basic strategy is to
unite all forces around the defense of certain people, on a
concrete issue. We will encounter the. Stalinists and ultra-
lefts and we'll find ourselves in similar discussions as when
we fought to keep the antiwar movement single issue. But,
we should be able to deal a blow to our opponents and their
strategies of reformism and ultraleftism,

One problem we did encounter in these trials were
certain limitations that the YSA had no control over. As
mentioned before we had no influence on what happened
with the legal side of the defense, and that's why many
mistakes were made. Because a cohesive strategy was
never put forward or discussed out many contradictory things
occurred. There was the U, of M. where there was a clear
mass strategy and many successes and then there was the
city~wide office which folded. We often discussed putting
some comrades into the city-wide office, but because of
our small size, we simply weren't able to,

Through this defense we got a taste of what the CP and
YWLL's defense strategies are all about, I thirik in other
situations we can expect them to act in a like manner, In
the beginning stages of the defense, we kept expecting the
CP to let the cat out of the bag--to counterpose a multi-
issue defense committee or the Alliance to the Defense
Committee; to put forward an alternative strategy to our
mass action, united front approach As time went on, and
the CP just drifted along with no internal cohesion and no
real direction, we were more and more perplexed, After
thinking about it, the CP's seeming lack of a defense
strategy becomes clear, The YSA, as a revolutionary
organization determines our strategy in a defense case on
the basis of how to win, realizing that every court victory
is a victory for the class struggle. Because the CP is a
reformist organization it determines its strategy from its
long term goal of peaceful coexistence., This doesn't mean
the CP wouldn't like to win the case. But it does mean that
the CP is willing to sabotage the building of mass defense
efforts, despite the risk of a loss. This is particularly true
in light of the detente; the CP's reason for existence for the
tast 45 years has been the detente and it certainly doesn't
want to rock the boat now,

As far as the CP's NAARPR, we saw it as an almost
inept organization. ‘Although they wanted to use the Alliance
to suck people into their movement, they had no successes
we could see, We see this Alliance as the CP's new front
group, differing from the NCAWRR and PCPJ only in that it
totally ignores international politics, which in the era of
detente makes perfect sense. This group is exactly what
we saw in the People’s Coalition for Peace and Justice,
a multi-issue organization which stands in the way of
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effective mass mobilizations and unified struggle. The
Alliance also has inherent contradictions. One of these
contradictions lies in reality, At this time there is not the
objective basis for a group like the Alliance. Although
coalitions around defense to certain political prisoners, or
certain instances of repression can be very successful, there :
aren't the forces to build an umbrella coalition that could
encompass all cases, s1m1lar to Cannon's United Labor
Defense. This has already been shown; although the Alliance
promises to give everyone support, it can't possibly do it,

A scathing letter from Gary Lawton, published recently in
the VVAW--Winter Soldier paper, accused the Alliance of
making promises to help and not coming through on them.
And there are other instances too. Perhaps the most strik-
ing contradiction about the Alliance is that while it claims
to be a defense organization it is not. It is simply the most
current CP multi-issue front group. At the founding con-
ference of the Alliance one and one half years ago, Wounded
Knee defense work was made its number one priority. We
can point to the Alliance’s miserable record in defaulting on
its ICSPODSlblllty to organize mass support locally and
nationally, in explaining our attitude towards this orgamza-
tion, Also, from all appearances, the Alliance has't been
growing, Its second convention, projected to draw 2, 000,
was attended by 300.

During the course of the defense we used The Militant
newspaper and the Twin Cities Militant Forum as efiective
tools, We used them as public vehicles to get out mforma-
tion on the trials, The Militant consistently gave suppomve,
better and more coverage than the local papers, Nanonally,
The Mlhtant, Young Socialist and Akwesasne Notes were
the only papers to cover the trials consistently. In
Minneapolis we gave it widespread circulation as a way to |
build the defense and support actions. We also gave the '
defendants and defense lawyers complimentary subscriptions,
We found them using Militant articles, as well as refering to
The Militant by name in their speeches. Needless to say,
it helped sales in general and opened up new opportumnes
in the Indian community for sales.

Through our participation in the Wounded Knee defense
we gained a number of things. One, we played an in-
valuable defense role, and consequently won the respect of
some left forces and AIM. We have established an excellent
relationship with AIM and during the SWP disclosure fight
Dennis Banks came to a hearing in sﬁpport of our right to an
exemption, AIM also released statements of support, Two
we educated a whole layer of activists on how a defense
case should be carried out. And three, we recruited five
people to the YSA and learned from experience how to think
out correct tactics from day-to-day,

Lastly, I want to bring comrades up-to'date on where
things stand as far as the Wounded Knee and Custer cases,
Although the charges have been dropped against Banks and



Means, the government is indicating that it plans to appeal
that decision. Nothing concrete has been done yet, but the
government has issued statements to that effect. The cases
of Banks and Means are central, They are leaders of the
Indian movement in this country and are important to that
movement, Also contingent on the results of their cases,
are those of over 100 other native people on trial in Lincoln,
Nebraska sternming from their participation at Wounded Knee.
Although 35 people have been acquitted or had charges
dropped against them, over 100 still face trial in Lincoln, .
Three people, Sarah,Bad Heart Bull, Bob High Eagle, and.
Kenneth Dahl, have been convicted on charges stemming
from arrests at a demonstration held in Custer S, D, (Native
Americans were protesting the whitewash of local authorities
in refusing to investigate the murder of Sarah’s son, Wesley
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. Bad Heart Bull, by a white man, ) These trials have been tied

closely to the Wounded Knee trials by AIM and a small Sarah
Bad Heart Bull detense committee has been set up to build
support for. these Indian activists,

Our role right now is uncertain, ’Becau.se‘ of a lack of
public knowledge about the Custer and Lincoln cases (thanks
to the bourgeois press) it is difficult to build support activity
around them. The Militant should be able to play an im-
portant role in getting the information out. We want to
continue looking for opernings .and being aggressive about
initiating activities whenever and wherever we can, A
total victory in this fight is the only thing that can guarantee
a future for the Indian struggle,

December 11, 1974 .



YSA REGIONAL CONFERENCES AS A TOOL TO DEVELOP REGIONAL LOCALS

by Patrice Gajewski and Denis Hoppe, East Lansing local

There are many comrades in the YSA who belong to the
many regional locals across the U, S. Regional locals have
special problems that are unique to only those locals just
because they are regional. YSA regional locals have many
problems, but by far the most obvious and the hardest to re-
solve is the inexperience of these comrades,

As members of a regionat local we are particularly
sensitive to the YSA's position on regional work. We think
the YSA should work hard at helping all comrades whether
regional or center develop politically, The faster comrades
develop the easier it will be for these comrades to contribute
politically to the YSA and thereby making the YSA stronger.

One of the problems which confronts regional comrades
is that they lack frequent contact with experienced com+
rades, a problem which center comrades never have to deal
with. Also every regional comrade is isolated and knows
virtually nothing about what other regional locals are doing.

The purpose of this document is to offer one suggestion
which we think would help facilitate the independent de~
velopment of comrades in regional locals, At the same
time this document's suggestions are particularly directed
toward Detroit, because that is East Lansing's regional
center local, but we also think it could apply to other
regional centers as well,

The suggestion we would like to make is that Detroit
sponsor regional educational conferences. Right now
Detroit has educational conferences every fall and spring.
The main purpose of these conferences, however, is to
recruit to the YSA, Detroit encourages regional comrades
to come to the conference and bring contacts along. Even
though these conferences are the only times when comrades
from the whole Michigan-Indiana region are together in
the same city for a weekend, there is no emphasis on
regional work. There is sometimes a regional meeting
scheduled at these conferences, but it is merely squeezed
in between the main public forums,

We do not think these educational conferences are
wrong or should be stopped. They are excellent recruitment
meetings and that is their function, What we do think
Detroit should have in addition to the educational con-
ferences, are regional educational conferences, The dif-
ference between the two would be that the former would
continue to act as a recruiting vehicle for the YSA, while
the latter would focus specifically on regional work. The
educational conference would be open to the public, while
the regional educational conference would be open to only
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comrades and‘invited guests,

The structure of such regional conferences eould be

patterned after the national educational conferences, with

a class series and workshops. The workshops that would be
set up would deal with some of the problems that regional
comrades have, For example there could be workshops on
selling the press, finances, recruitment, opponent organiza-
tions, press work, PRDF strategy, etc, These would all be
extremely useful to comrades in the region. '

These workshops could be run by a comrade who has
special knowledge on a particular area, After a presenta-
tion by a comrade, the workshop could be opened up for
discussion, which would allow all the comrades present to
exchange ideas and explain how they've handled a certain
area. This would give all the comrades a chance to get a
few new ideas and motivate them to step up work in dif-
ferent assignments.

The proposed "mini-national educational conference"
class series would be designed to educate regional comrades
in revolutionary Marxism. They would serve as a continu-
ing education for regional comrades, who do not have the
chance to participate in weekly forums and educationals
at an SWP branch, such as Detroit. There could be classes
in Marxist economics, inflation, how to organize unions,
the history of socialist defense cases, the history of the
YSA, the history of the national and international student
movement, Maoist currents, etc, These classes represent
the general stock of knowledge of YSA members living in
center locals, because they are exposed to experienced
party members on a day-to-day basis. The regional con-
ference class series would give regional comrades a chance
to learn this very basic information, which is not available
in the stock of upper Michigan and lower Indiana,

In addition to the workshops and classes there could be
a regional meeting in which a Tasks and Perspectives
Report for the region could be given., This would establish
a cohesiveness among regional locals, something which we
don't think exists now.

One of the best things about regional conferences is
that they wouldn't cost Detroit anything, because all the
workshops and classes could be given by comrades in
Detroit and comrades from the region. There would be no
need to have speakers brought in from outside the region,
because this region has many capable comrades who could
do the job.



The exact structure of the regional educational con- . -

ference should be decided by Detroit and the regional locals,
Regional locals must be consulted, because they are the

ones that know better than anyone else what they need help '

in.

The-YSA spends a great deal of time integrating new
comrades into ous organization. - Fundamental classes are
always necessary for new comrades, but fundamental classes
aren't enough, Comrades need to know how to organize
areas of work, . and develop their-own locals into. centers of
revolutionary leadership. The regional educational con--

ER.
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ference, aswe propose it, will be a tool to develop regional
comrades and thereby build each regional local, and en-

hapce recruitment.

We think the YSA is composed of hundreds of very
experienced comrades, who should be sharing their knowl-
edge with the rest of us, especially with regional comrades.
The regional educational conference could be a beginning::
in the long process of teaching regionat comrades how to -
best build the YSA, Inthe YSA we have to teach each
other, because no one else is going to do it. -

. - December 11, 1974



THE WEAKNESSES OF THE DRAFT POLITICAL RESOLUTION ON GAY LIBERATION

" by Don Fortenbery, Atlanta local

The Braft Melitical Resolution is an exceltent guide f&r !
our-political activities in the coming year. I pamicular,
the *Develgpment of the Current Radicalization” is very
well-writteg and contains valuable analyses of the current
positions. of the differemt segments of the working class, -
The authors cover every aspect of the radicalization in .some
detail. Blackliberation, women's liberation, Chicano
liberation, the Indian movement, the Puerto Rican move-
ment and the problems of young workers are given full
discussion. However, one struggle that is very important to
many people in this country and others is virtually ignored,
That movement is gay liberation.

Even the difference in the size of the resolution's sub-
sections reveal the relative importance the writers attach
to each struggle. For example, Black liberation covers
two and one half pages and 34 paragraphs, the women's
movement one and one half pages and 17 paragraphs, the
Chicano movement two pages and 25 paragraphs, and gay
liberation one fourthof a page and three paragraphs, Even
more revealing of the lack of importance given to gay
liberation as a movement and as an issue within the YSA is
what is said and not said in the different subsections in the
resolution,

The subsection on Black liberation covers a major, if
not the most important, struggle within the working class
movement, It goes into considerable detail and carefully
reviews the many facets of the Black struggle, It reviews
the current situation in Boston and our work there, analyses
the social and political weaknesses of the traditional Black
leadership and offers a socialist strategy for Black liberation.

The subsection or Chicano liberation is also extensive
in the range of its discussions, It reviews the roots and con-
sequences of the oppression of the Chicano people, takes
stock of the political efforts of Chicanos, like the Raza
Unida Party, and focuses attention on the plights of the un-
documented workers and the farmworkers in general, In
each aspect a socialist perspective is presented as a solutien
to their problem,.

The subsection on women deals with topics similar to
those discussed in previous subsections, It reviews the
progress of CLUW, the campaign for the ERA and the other
political activities of women in America, It offers goals
and perspectives for the women's movement and relates
their struggle to the general struggle for working-class
liberation.

Then we come to the minisection on gay liberation,
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I points out that Detroit and Minneapolis have passed gay
rights bills, but it mentions nothing about the campaign for
these bills, - the-organizations involved, the YSA's role in
these campaigns or any Marxist analysis of the victories,

It does not explain that such reformist paper victories mean
nothing in the long run unless they are the starting point for
larger struggles on the state and national levels, - Even then
mere paper protection of legal rights is not an adequate
weapon in the fight of gay workers for liberation from
double and triple oppression, It does not tie in these issues
with the larger issues of women's liberation and socialism,
Nor does it state that it is the duty of all socialists to sup~
port actively the demands for democratic rights by all seg-
ments of the working class unconditionally. It has been said
many times that the coming American revolution will have
a combined democratic and socialist character. But when
we get to gay liberation, we seem to forget that,

The minisection also mentions that Elaine Noble was
the first avowed gay woman to be elected to state office,
But I ask you: Is this the YSA's answer to gay oppression?
How can the presence of one gay person undermine the long
centuries of ingrained sexual prejudices, Victorian prudery
and bigotry and the relentless physical terror that gay men
are subjected to by hooligans and police? How can this
person overcome all the social ostracism and psychological
mutilation that gays have endured throughout history?

And we are told, the New York gay rights bill, Intro
554, went down to defeat because of the opposition of the
Catholic hierarchy and the Uniformed Firemen's Association,
Again we must ask: What role did the YSA play in this
campaign? Did we actively intervene on the basis of a
principled united front with the gay groups involved to
build mass actions around this important issue? If we did,
then why didn't our press aggressively report these actions?
For that matter, why didn't we become involved in the
recent mass actions in Los Angeles around police harass-
ment in the parks?

We were given no information in the resolution about
the number of people who took part in these actions, the
groups they represented, their goals or slogans, any idea of
their impact on the gay movement in this country or others,
or their relationship with the working-class movement. We
are not given any background information on the develop-
ment of the current gay radicalization. Indeed, if I were
to listen to my comrades, I wouldn't even be aware of a
gay radicalization, because they have consistently denied
its existence. Yet, the scanty information in the resolution
easily disproves that notion. We are not given any appraisal



of the weaknesses of the current gay leadership. We do not
take notice that many politically conscious gays are afraid
to become activists because open political activity would
cost them their jobs, their apartments or home, their

credit status and even familial support. Nor do we take
notice of the harmful role that so-called gay churches play
in undermining gay militancy or the corrupting influence of
gay mysticism in the shaping of political ideas in the gay
community. Most importantly, we have not tried to evolve
a Marxist analysis of gay liberation or of the roots and
consequences of gay oppression within our capitalist society.

All we have is a bland statement that any good liberal
could make. "We oppose all forms of discrimination and
oppression facing homosexuals, " We have not even evolved
to the point that we recognize "homosexual” as a straight-
defined role that is just as offensive to us as "Negro" is to
Blacks and "lady" is to women. Compare our meaningless
liberalism with the following statement from the platform
of the People’s Party: "We demand the immediate repeal
of all anti-homophile laws and an end to the state of police
terror that hangs over the heads of the gay community, "
Now, when a hodgepodge of petite- bourgeois radicals,
liberals, laissez-faire capitalists, anarchists and right social
democrats can produce a better principled statement on gay
liberation than revolutionary Marxists can, then something
is wrong.

Ever since I joined the YSA, I have been told that the
YSA supported gay liberation, but we could do nothing right
now because the gay movement is inactive. But we can
learn from these little tidbits of information (none of which
appeared in our press all year), that it is obvious the gay
movement is not inactive. It has simply not been worthy
of our attention. Maybe if gays erected barricades in
Times Square, then the YSA would pay us more attention.
The problem is, we feel obligated to support the political
objectives of the gay movement to be ideologically con-~
sistent, but we still find publicly supporting gays to be em-
barrassing and compromising. No wonder so many gay
comrades won't come out of their closets. No wonder so
many gays turn to reformism or become nonpolitical,

Some comrades may seek to refute my arguments by
saying, in effect, that we can't create social movements
out of thin air, No one said we should or could, but we
can prepare our press and literature with a principled stand
on this issue based on a complete understanding of the
nature and roots of gay oppression. In other words, we can
and must take the initiative if we are to be prepared for any
new movement from the gay community,

This "taking the initiative” is well supported elsewhere
in the resolution, We see it in the subsection on Black
liberation, the subsection on women's liberation ("the
Georgians for the ERA, " a group the YSA and SWP helped to
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initiate), and "initiating campus protests.” Now if we can
take the initiative on these issues, we can take it on gay
liberation more often than we have in the past. Indeed, we
must support the democratic demands of all segments of the
working class if we are to be loyal to ourrevolutionary
principles. The only alternatives are totally unprincipled
opportunism or ultraleft sectarianism,

We in the YSA must remember two things Comrade
Novack told us in Democracy and Revolution. On page 200
he tells us, "The state of democracy is most accurately
measured, not by the freedoms enjoyed by those at the top
and in the middle sectors of society, but by the circum-
stances of the very bottom layers." I agree by saying:
while the Black people are the most superexploited part
economically of the working class, gays have the least
protection from legal and extralegal violence, are the
most isolated and least understood part of the working class,
and are the only social minority within the United States
that still have not gained the civil rights enjoyed on paper
by the rest of the working class. Gays have no legal pro-
tection from discrimination in housing, employment,
education and social services, We are the only people you
can attack physically and have " protection” from the
authorities, And that brings us to some other words of
Comrade Novack, who tells us on page 214, "Militant
struggle for democratic demands can accelerate the ad-
vance of the class struggle..." Clearly then, the campaign
for democratic rights of gays is compatible with our party's
other demands.

We said earlier that one of our main complaints about
the subsection on gay liberation is the vagueness and mean-
inglessness it presents, A more concrete set of demands was
set out by Michael Maggi in the SWP Bulletin of September,
1972;

"The democratic rights being raised in the
demands of the gay liberation movement
fall into this general approach. ... The
four central democratic demands are; (1)
abolish the sodomy and solicitation laws;
(2) amnesty for gays convicted of victim-
less crimes held in prisons and mental
hospitals; (3) end police harassment; (4)
end job (and other types of) discrimination,
These demands, and the uncompromising
assertion of dignity they require are power~
ful fuels for the mass revolutionary gay
liberation movements, "

So we can see that the Draft Political Resolution's sub-
section on this issue can be greatly improved. And to those
comrades who would insist on "the working class first, "
let me quote the following two sentences from one of our
movement's founders:




“Working class consciousness cannot be servation and consciousness of the work-

genuinely political consciousness unless ing class exclusively, or:even mainly, ’
the workers are trained.to respond to all *+ -upon itself alone, are not Social Demo-
cases of tyranny, oppression, violence, - : crats, ” (Lenin's emphasis, ) -
and abuse, no matter what class is af- : i R i
. fected. o : Thus Lenin argued in What is to be Dofie? -
" Those who concentrate the attention, ob- . : < L . Detembet 12; 1974
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THE FIGHT FOR STUDENT-FACULTY CONTROL OF THE PUERTO RICAN -

STUDIES DEPARTMENT AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

by Robb Wright and Mark Friedman, Brookiyn, N. Y. local

Brooklyn College has been the scene over the past year
of several different forms of cutbacks in education., Last. ..
spring, financial aid was cut for hundreds of students, pri-
marily Black and Puerto Rican. Cuts in services like day
care, tutoring, remedial courses, book loans, etc, have
been occurring at a steady rate.

This fall the administration decided to move against the
Puerto Rican Studies Department. The PRSD has been the
most radical department in the school, being involved in on
and off campus struggles--from fighting cutbacks to sup-
porting the struggle in District 1 for community control.

In an attempt to stifle this radicalism and oust the openly
socialist members of the staff, the administration attempted
to impose a chairperson on the department. Puerto Rican
faculty, staff and students democratically chose Maria
Sanchez,, while the administration vetoed their choice and
appointed Elga Lubo.

The struggle .at B, C, involved the right of the depart-
ment to decide upon its chairperson,

Whereas a number of different groups were involved in
supporting the struggle, the primary organization that ap-
pointed itself the leadership, was the so-called “steering
committee, " which was dominated by the Puerto Rican
Revolutionary Workers Organization (PRRWO). PRRWO is a
Maoist sect that comes.out of the disintegration of the .
Young Lords Party in 1972, The strategy of PRRWO was to
organize small numbers of students into actions that would
bring therm to an "anti-imperialist consciousness, " It did .
not concern itself with winning the support of thousands of
students, but was using this issue to recruit at the expense of
the future of the PRSD, In line with their sectarian and
ultraleft strategy they rejected support from the African
Studies Department, the student government, and other
campus organizations because they were not "official” sup-
porters, As a sop to students and groups that wanted to
support this struggle, the steering committee created a sup-
port committee whose task was to support, not to think or
suggest, but to do what was ordered by the steering com-
mittee. PRRWO was very small in the beginning of the
struggle but gradually grew in numbers and periphery as
they attracted all the Puerto Rican ultralefts and even
members of the Puerto Rican Socialist Party.

The Puerto Rican Socialist Party (PSP) and their youth
group, Federation of Puerto Rican Socialist University
Students (FUSP), are centrist organizations with their major
orientation to the island, They had a great deal of support
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among the Puerto Rican faculty-and students and had a “"rep~
resentative™ on the steering committee, Throughout the .
entire struggle PSP and FUSP projected no independent line,
but tail-ended the ultraleftism of PRRWO, While in private
they would agree with our mass action perspective, in the
meetings they would buckle under because.to oppose PRRWO,
"would divide Puerto Ricans on campus,” Their inability and
unwillingness to challenge PRRWO politically enabled -
PRRWO to gain influence among Puerto Rican students, and
by the end of the struggle the PSP was crushed.

None of our sectarian opponents participated in the
struggle, but the YSA's major opponent in the radical move-
ment, the YWLL, did intervene. Our attitude toward the
YWLL was open and friendly. For the most part they fol-
lowed our lead. They took their cues from our comrades,
did a minimal amount of work to "look good, " and then in -
the end lined up with the PRRWO against us and other groups
on campus who wanted to organize mass action, This was
the first time, however, that the YWLL came out in the
open at-B, C,

Throughout the entire struggle the YSA sought to apply
our strategy for the campus revolt. We explained again and
again the need for united front activities involving all those
individuals and groups who wanted to participate. We used
the lessons of our participation in the antiwar movement to
campaign for mass action, democracy in the movement and
non-exclusion. Our concept was.to use all of the facilities:
on the campus to build this struggle for student-faculty con-:
trol, Since the steering committee was closed to us and
most other organizations, we entered the support committee
and turned it into a weapon against the steering committee,
We issued statements in the name of the support committee
that we got dozens of campus organizations and prominent
individuals to sign., We forced the steering committee to
call actions that it was opposed to, We initiated mass
picket lines, classroom tours, faculty-support work, demon-
strations and ultimately the student strike and mass rally of
2, 000, Many of our actions were answers to and counter-
posed to the ultraleftism and sectarianism of PRRWO, To
the building take overs by 15- 50 " anti~imperialists” (44 of
which were arrested for trespassing), we built demonstrations
of 600~2, 000 newly radicalizing students. Throughout the
struggle it was clear that there were two lines being pro-
jected--but as long as the two major Puerto Rican groups
pursued an ultraleft course, it was impossible to save the
struggle from defeat.

The YSA made special efforts to expand the support



committee both to provide as much pressure as possible on the

steering committee and also to cover ourselves from Maoist ~

slander. We were able to involve, through our efforts and in
spite of the sabotaging efforts of PRRWO, the student govern-
ment (getting them to call for a strike and mass rally),
Caribbean Students Union, Haitian Students Association,
Umoja Society, Dominican Student Movement, - International
Students Organization, Department of Educational-Services,
United Farm Workers, B, C.- Women's Liberation, Women's
Center, Day Care Collective, Dance Group, Gay Group,
fratemities, sororities, B."C. Independent Democrats, etc,
Through the call for the strike and rally we won important
city-wide and national support from Dave McReynolds,

Dave Dellinger, Angela Davis, Conrad Lynn, activists from
District 1, Professional Staff Congress (union of faculty
members) and others, ~

As YSAers we distributed statements from the Socialist
Workers Party election campaign (Robb Wright was the SWP -
candidate for Congress from the district including B. C. )
supporting the struggle, sold Militants and Young Socialists,
Pathfinder literature. As-an organization we threw the -entire
Brooklyn local into the struggle and also received help from
the Brooklyn SWP, The YSA members were seen as the best
activists in the support committee, and in fact, the real
leadership and moving force for all the mass actions, The
student government turned over its offices to the support
committee and we became the organizers for all of the mass
support work. - We organized the mass rallies as well as
organizing the student government for the struggle. Brooklyn
College YSAers had hundreds of individual discussions with
activists, organized socials with people interested in the YSA,
and held a “Join the YSA" meeting on campus featuring the
YSA film ‘To Make a Revolution. " After the film we had a
discussion on the iessons of the film--specifically the need
for- mass action and a revolutionary youth organization,
Through this struggle and the close relationships we developed
with other organizations, it put us in good stead for building
the Boston demonstration, Through the fall the result was an
increase in the fraction frem eight to 17 and the addition of

four active sympathizers, totaling 21 (as of Decémber 15, 1974),
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" with them for Puerto Rican members.

The attitude of the YSA to the PSP and FUSP was

Pparticularly important and deserves special attention, These

groups are not opponents like the YWLL, but we do compete
Our political dis-
agreements with them are great, but we saw the need to
have a very friendly and non-sectarian attitude toward
them and without their support it would be exttemely diffi-
cult to confront PRRWO, Some FUSP members were in the
support committee. There they were won over to our
perspective. However,-they mét a brick wall when they
went back to the-PSP and tried to-get them to take on -
PRRWO politically and fight for mass action, The result
was that FUSP was in political opposition to the PSP, Some
FUSP'members no longer work w1th or associate Wlth the
PSP as much; ér at all, o

To organize an ever incteasing number of comrades‘on
the fraction, and to get YSA supporters closer to joining, -
we held open fraction meetings on campus--on alimost a
daily basis. Some FUSP members were also invited and
wanted to attend, but were physically femoved from the
meetirigs by the PSP, ‘At these fraction meetings we dis-
cussed the day-to-day needs of thé ‘striggle and the role
that the YSA would have to play to make it successful: We
organized our sales, campaign literature distribution,
recruitment activities and actual recruitment dut of these
meetings, All YSAers learned very rapi@ly how we partici-
pate in mass struggles, the need for an organization like
the YSA and the need: fOr team leaderslup in the YSA

-Quite clearly the Brooklyn College YSA "took the
lead” in organizing the campus support for this fight for -~
student-faculty control, "The only factor in keeping us
from breaking the stianglehold of the PRRWO was that we "
only had three Puerto Rican comrades on campus, Thus
the central lesson of the defeat of this struggle was the
need to recruit to the YSA and to continue strengthenmg
our campus base and onentauon.

‘' Decetnber 12, 1974




- FOR MORE EFFECTIVE PROPAGANDA WORK

In our constant drive to improve our already on-going

activities, the experiences of the Upper West Side, N, Y. local

in over-all literature (propaganda) interventions should be of
use for other locals,

The UWS takes in Columbia University, City College
(CCNY), Bronx Community (BXCC), plus Music and Art,
Brandeis and Walden High Schools. All are attended by
comrades and naturally where the YSA carries out political
work. In the past, Columbia and CCNY were the two places
where we have had active fractions, but our literature sales
were considered "so-so," After reviewing the reasons why
they were in that state, we zeroed in on some of the more
obvious weak points,

The most essential starting-point is having a defined
division of labor within the literature committée (in our
case the areas were: finances, publicity, consignments and
director-coordinator--one from the YSA and one from the
SWP). We understood from the very beginning that this
would be essential for allowing a significant expansion and
improvement of our work and cannot be overemphasized
from the beginning as crucial to our success.

What's also important is to "think big” and take on an
ambitious goal, One aspect of our past literature inter-
ventions was that we were content with card tables and the
same "big ten titles" selection. Comrades mus realize that
we are the only ones to publish timely material and that
people are increasingly looking for answers and for dis-
cussion on many problems and issues. The larger and more
varied the selection the better. Remember also that other
publishers do have interesting titles which round the selection
out, Flowing from this is the need for larger tables and
better locations for setting them up. Just the visual effect
attracts people--nothing's worse than a card table dwarfed
in the corner somewhere., This may sound minor, but
critically observe how your tables are being set up and re-
consider it,

Likewise, consistency is essential, This requires com-
rades to carefully consider the table as a central assignment
and assign comrades regularly to it accordingly, The more
times the better, but never sporadically or haphazardly.

The YSA's books and pamphlets compose a major
(but not the only) part of the table, Also carried are The
Militant, the YS, ISR, IP (proved very successful with
international students), leaflets, campaign literature, other
periodicals and also a mailing list (for anyone interested in
the YSA). The tables became "mini-radical centers" where
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" - by StéverfForgione, Upper West Side, N. Y. local

not only one could get a book, etc., but also find out
what's happening on campus or just stop to talk and get our
position on various subjects. Again, this is not something
new to our movement, but it is to what degree that it is
carried out that is open to criticism. The table must
integrate all phas.;eétof our work; a table with just leaflets,
etc. or one with just literature attracts fewer people and is
on the whole less fruitful (politically and financially).

On all campuses the YSA witnessed a greater political
prestige since September. - Many new people were met and
are on mailing lists and/or participate in various areas of
our work (as well, several have joined, starting as “table
contacts")., Likewise, "old friends” have begun to come
around again and reinterest themselves in our activities,
All this can be safely attributed to a more visible appear-
ance on our part (which a well organized table allowed).

On the financial side, our total sales for Columbia
last year were $60.25. This summer we sold $135, 50 there,
during September $260. 24 and during October $271.170.
At CCNY sales for last year were $95, but have already
exceeded that figure since September. (One must also
remember that Columbia is Ivy League and CCNY serves to
keep the unemployment rate a bit lower for the Black and
Latin community. )

Another important factor in our sales and aid in our
political work was the stocking up of non- English material,
The UWS has a large Spanish-speaking population and we
can now boast the best selection of radical literature in
Spanish for the whole area. Considering the quantity of
Spanish literature Pathfinder can distribute now there is no
excuse for not carrying some, The classics can be ordered
through your local distributor of Moscow publications (in
N.Y.C, it's Universal). This has opened all new channels
for us in reaching the hall's "neighbors” and international
students at the various schools. (This was mostly accom~
plished on Saturdays with a table-~similar to the ones on
campus-~in front of the hall which is located on a shopping
street.) We also carry Arabic, Persian, and French (for
the Haitian community) all bringing the same results,
Naturally, these are not in equal numbers and all orders
should be based on real needs and potential for the area.

Again, last spring (five months) we sold only $40
worth of Spanish-language literature, during the summer
(two months) we sold $30, and in October alone we sold
over $100. The better selling titles were La Guerrilla (35),
Fuentes' pamphlet (21), State and Revolution, Lenin (13),
Communist Manifesto (12), plus over 60 books by Trotsky




. (Transitional Program being number 1), Land or Death,
" Introduction to Marxist Economic Theory and Chilean
Tragedy also sold very well. Likewise we improved our
stock on Latin America in English which compliments our
Spanish-»language selection.

s

) Added to these '*permanent con31gnments, the same
approach was taken to openings often not duectly connected
to the YSA or'the SWP (conferences, workshops, etc,

where our litérature relates to them) Agam this gave us

a chance to intervene and get ‘our 1deas out ina vety ef- .
fective way. ‘
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‘Hopefully what the UWS has done in a matter of a few
months will show some concrete examples and results from
applying some of the ideas that came out of the national
educational conference workshop on literature and propa-
ganda, Our literature can only but enhance our political
work and with a little effort any local can be comparably
successful. The UWS titerature committee is eagerto  *
provide more information and teceive feedback from those
interested, '

" December 13, 1974
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