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THE SPLIT OF THE INTERNATIONALIST TENDENCY: AN ASSESSMENT IN LIGHT OF

THE ORGANIZATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE--

2 ADOPTED BY THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, November.26, 1974

On July 4~ 5 the Young Socialist Alliance National
Executive Committee and National Committée -adopted mo-
tions recognizing the split of the Internationalist Tendency
from the YSA, The purpose of this NEC statement is to
assess and draw the lessons of the IT split in light of the YSA's
Leninist organizational principles, :

Secret IT Documents

" On June 20, 1974, the Socialist Workers Party National
Committee requested the SWP.Control Commission to con-
duct an investigation of the circumstances leading to'in-
fractions of SWP discipline by the IT during the May 11
Chile demonstrations, The Control Comimission, a consti-
tutionally-established SWP fact-finding commission, pre-
sented ‘its.report to the SWP-Political Committee on July 2,
1974, .(The Control Commission report is appended. Also
see Materials-Related to the Split of the Internationalist
Tendency ‘from the Socialist Workers -Party, SWP Internal =
Information Bulletin, July 1974, No, 6 in 1974,

During the course of the investigation, the Control )
Commission examined previously secret internal documents
of the Internationalist- Tendency. Since these documents
were'relevant to IT activity: within the YSA as well, the
Political Committee turned the information over to the YSA
National Executive Committee at the request of the YSA's
representative on the SWP Political Committee,

~On July 4 the NEC evaluated the meaning of the IT
documents, . These documents revealed that the IT was a
separate, rival organization with a policy of conducting
clandestine entry work within the YSA-while organizing its .
own independent extemat work, often with opponent or~
gamzatxons . :
In every way, the IT functioned as a rival organization--
a tightly-knit political party. It conducted its own convention
and. preconvention.discussion; published internal discussion
bulletins, which it hid. from the YSA membership as a whole;
elected a national committee: and political committee;
financed a national center with a full-time staff; exercised
its own binding internal diseipline, superseding the discipline
of the YSA; constructed its own financial apparatus taking
precedence over the minimum, constitutionally-required
financial responsibilities of YSA"membership; launched its
own subscription campaign for the Canadian Old Mole news-
paper,  while abstaining.from the Young Socialist and The
Militant sales drives; initiated unauthorized, autonomous
discussions and joint activity with and intervention in op-
ponent organizations; made plans to publish its own pamphlets;

and established its own local structure with regular local
meetings, educationals, and work fractions,

All of these facts are verified by the secret IT docu-
ments themselves, The "Internationalist Tendency of the
YSA" was a fiction, The IT had consummated a split
from the YSA at its May 25-27 convention in Chicago,

The perspectives document for that convention labeled the
SWP, and by implication the YSA, "deadly sick, " and
contended that SWP members were " politically incapable
of either understandmg or putting into pracnce a revolution-
ary line,'

At the same time, the new IT party decided to retain
underground YSA membership status in hopes of winning
more members before making its'desertion public, The
IT party was especially interested in regional YSA locals -
whose members, they believed, were newer and "less
politically incapable.,.™ The IT convention adopted an
entry tactic toward the YSA with the aim of raiding our
membership,- To aid-in this entry operation, the con-
vention voted to establish a special "YSA comimission, "

The IT documents are very explicit on all of these -
points, The "Internationalist Tendency Newsletter" of
June 6, 1974, contains a capsule summary of the teport of
"YSA work" given at the May IT party convention. The
newsletter, ‘which was prepared and distributed by the IT
party pohncal cominittee, reports-

“Mike Patrick then gave a report on work in'the YSA,
He stressed the need to work in regional locals first. .. .
There is a need for a YSA profile; each area could provide
empirfical data for this, We plan regional tours, with a
focus orl new ‘areas. The reporter proposed ‘a special YSA
commission, to aid the Tendency's intervention into the -
YSA. The general line of this report was accepted un-
animously. " »

In the next paragraph, -the newsletter summarizes the ~
organization report adopted by the convention, - This re~
port was presented by Hank Williams, a pseudonym for IT- -
leader Bill Massey, who was not a YSA member, Williams
is quoted as saying, - “"We need a major orientation to the -
YSA....". Later in the newsletter, in a section entitled,
"Local Tasks and Perspective, " 'weread, "The intervention
in the YSA is the most important priority, "

Separate Rival Organization -

This is clearly the language of an organization that is not--



and does not consider itself to be--part of the YSA, YSA:
members do not "develop an onentauon to" the YSA; they
belong to it. Loyal members do not * "intervene” in YSA
activities; they participate in them in order to build the
YSA. And YSA members certamly have no need for a
special "YSA commission. " ‘

In another newsletter article, entitled "Our Tasks in
the YSA, " IT party leader Inessa outlines plans for the party's
regional work: :

"Regional traveling and follow-up will be an important
aspect of YSA work. Some of our own regional probing can
be done while fulfilling YSA assignments to petition,
campaign tours, USLA trips, etc., where we can speak to
YSA comrades. However, the most returns will come from
forays into the region, taking the FI press and IT documents
with us, looking up the regional local or at large comrades;
where we are only going by an address in the Militant or a
name and address obtained by questionable sources our
audacity must be tempered by subtlety. As some IT centers
have an extremely large territory to cover, we should get to
those areas where we have already laid some ground work
before school recesses for the summer. In conjunction with
this the ceater is currently discussing putting regional trav-
elers on full time in Houston, Chicago and New York.
There are concrete needs for such assignments especially in
Houston where it sometimes requires a full weekend of
traveling to get to an area and back again. . The tasks of the
regional traveler could be expanded as necessary to include

others of the myriad tasks of coordinating our YSA work..."

Legitimate YSA regional work is not organized auton-
omously by individual YSA members, but by the center
locals in collaboration with the regional locals, Yet, the
IT party undertook its own “regional forays”: not to help
build the YSA, but to recruit away from the YSA to its own
organization. Inessa's remarks even indicate that the IT
considered contact with regional YSA members much less
fruitful when it occurred while fulfilling regular YSA
assignments,

The IT secret docurnents definitively establish that the
IT was a separate organization, not a tendency raising
particular political and tactical disagreements within an
overall perspective of loyalty to the YSA. . In the words of
one of its own political committee members, John Barzman
(using the psendonym "Vincent"), the IT is “not merely an
ideological tendency, but the nucleus of a future section, "
that is, a separate party with the goal of replacing the SWP
and YSA as the acknowledged voices of Trotskyism in the
USA, :

These documents indicated that there was complete
unanimity within theé IT on operating as a disciplined secret
-grouping, although there were some tactical differences on

timing a-public announcement of the split and on how much
they thought they could get awéy with in violating YSA
discipline for the period in which they planned to remain in
the YSA, Some IT members tended toward an immediate
public break, while others were more inclined to prolong
their entry in hopes of picking up a few new adherents,
especially in regional locals.:

In their letter of resignation from the IT prior to the
May split convention, SWP members Bob Langston and
Berta Langston, who remain ideological supporters of the
International Majority Tendency, wrote, ... the logic of
the ITPC's /__IT political committee__/ position isthat the
IT, defining itself as the nucleus of a section in the U, S, ,
would begin to combine the exercise of political leadership
of a grouping outside the SWP and YSA with an entry tactic
inside the SWP."

The facts show that this was not only the "logic" of the
IT position, but the policy adopted by vote at their May
convention, and the reality of their day-to-day practice.
The factual documentation on this score is overwhelming,
The contents of the IT discussion bulletins and newsletter :
clearly dlstmgulshed the IT in its own words as a rival
organization to the YSA.

Pattern of IT Indiscipline

The IT split, formalized at its May convention, ex-
plains what lay behind the pattern of undisciplined IT activity
in the months following the December 1973 YSA convention.
The most serious nationally-coordinated violation of dis-
cipline occurred at the time of the May 11 actions in defense
of Chilean political prisoners, Members of the IT in New
York City, Washington, D, C., Minneapolis and Chicago
participated in these actions unilaterally, rather than under
the direction of the authorized YSA units, They sold pub-
lications and distributed leaflets of their own choice and
without the authorization.of their locals, In fact; in
Washington, D, C,, the public intervention carried out by
the IT had been exphcxtly reJected by a ma]onty of the YSA
local. .

Prior to, during, and after the weekend of the May 11
actions, IT members in Houston, Portland, St. Louis,
Madison and Ann Arbor carried out unilateral and unauthor-
ized sales of the Canadian Old Mole and leafleting of the
September United Secretariat statement on Chile.

The crucial issue in each of these cases was not the
nature of the material being distributed; what was involved
was a direct challenge to the authority of YSA locals to de-
cide on and direct all political activities of their members,

Meeting on May 21, the NEC heard a report on the IT '
activities during the May 11 USLA demonstrations and



passed the followmg motlon. " That the NEC take note of
these pubhc violations of YSA drscrphne by the IT and that
this’ matter be referred to the upcommg Natlonal Commrttee
Plenum, "

~The May 11 incidents were only the most dramatic ex-~
‘ample of a nanonally-coordmated campargn of IT in-
discipline--a campargn fully documented in the report of
the SWP Connol Commrssron For example, two rnembers
of the IT from the Chlcago YSA local part1c1pated in the
June Atnca Bngade convention without the authorization of
and without even mformmg, the YSA ‘National Office whrch
was coordinating the YSA presence there. IT members in
Minneapolis, Madrson and San Jose worked with rival
poht1cal orgamzatrons in pubhc activities behind the back
of their YSA locals and with a political line counterposed to
that of the YsA.,

These acts of 1ndrsc1pl1ne were combmed wrth a level
of acnvrty and frnancral cornrmttment on the part of the ..
overwhelmmg ma]orrty of 4y members that was below the
rmmmum constltuuonal requuement of membershlp.

During this same period, YSA locals in areas where the
IT existed were attempting to rntegrate these comrades into
YSA work. These efforts were not reciprocated by the IT,
The documents unearthed by the SWP Control Commission
have clarrfred why this was so. IT members were devoting
their time, energy and funds to burldmg a rival organiza-
tion, Their loyalty was clearly not to the YSA, its program,
and its goal of becoming a mass revolutionary youth organ-
ization. They had abandoned all hope in the YSA. In the
words of a docurnent by several IT leaders, the YSA was
simply 1 the " bastard offsprrng" of the " SWP sect.”

To the IT party, the YSA was just a high priority area
of intervention. The perspecnve of the IT was to bide its
time m the YSA unnl it was convinced that no further
factronal gains could be made, For IT members, abrdmg by
YSA discipline was a purely tactrcal consideration, How
much could they get away with 'without Jeopardrzmg thet.t
entry. operatron‘7 To what extent would abiding by YsA
drsc1p11ne cut across their larger goals‘?

The fact that IT had a policy of violating YSA discipline
was noted by SWP members Bob Langston and Berta Langston,
two supporters of the International Ma]orrty Tendency, who
resigned from the IT just prior to the May split convention.
Their statement of resrgnatlon, pubhshed in an internal
IT bu‘lletm, warned that the course of the IT leadershrp

would lead not merely to 1nstances but to patterns of
orgamzatronal 1nd1sc1plme in regard to the party. and the
YSA."

NEC and :NC’ Decision

Confronted with this situation, entirely unprecedented in

YSA history, the NEC on]J uly 4 passed the followmg motron:

_"That the Internatlonahst Tendency's status as a separate,

rival orgamzanon to the YSA be recognized and that mem-
bers of this rival organization be informed that this status

places them outside the constitutional provisions for mem-
bership, in the Young Socialist Alhance, . On the following

day, the YSA National Committee, meeting in New York

Crty. passed a. motrort to" commend and uphold” the NEC.
det:1s1on.’ ce e -

'fh1s was the only‘c‘onceivable coursesfo‘r' responsible
YSA leadership bodies. The NEC and NC could not simply
don blinders. and ignore the mountain of evidence, thereby
allowing a nyal organization to continue functronmg inside
the YSA, dlsruptmg YSA activities, and attempting to "raid"
its rnernbershrp . The YSA 1eadersh:1pihad a responsibility to
maise the correct political assessment of the IT on the basis
of the IT § prev1ously secret newsletter and discussion bulle-
tms—-a bady of documentary evrdence that was beyond
challenge

The question posed to the NEC by. the material con-

respond;t‘o the d1scoverx of a rt_val pohtlcal organlzatlon in-
side the YSA.. : .

) The NEC and NC;motions were the only possiblelre,-v—
sponse to take in order to defend the YSA against a clan-.

destine entry operation employed by a rival organization.

Democratic Centralism

_ The YSA's organizational concepts flow from the type
of organization that is necessary to advance our- political
goals, We are a Trotskyist youth organizatien that aims to
win the leadership of American youth in the struggle for
a socialist revolution. in this country.

Political and economic power in the United States is
centralized in the hands of the strongest;and.most ruthless
ruling class in world history, Faced with such a powerful
opponent, our political goals can only,be reahzed by ..
organizing ourselves in the most effective and ptof_es‘srqnal,
fashion, . The past history of the Marxist movement has. -
provided an important model; the Bolshevik Party of Lenin.
and Trotsky., This model,.adjusted to the conditions of the,
American class struggle by the, more than 45 years of ex=--
perience of the Socialist Workers Party, is based on.the.
concept oi democratic centrahsm.

The YSA has adapted democratic centralism to its
specral needs as a Leninist: revolutronary youth group.
Ma:orn:z Rule )

; ! Fohr T : : F .

The YSA is an action organization, Our political dis-
cussion has nothing in common with the endless "talk shop"



atmosphere that prevails in some sections of the radical move-
ment, Democratic discussion and decision making in the

YSA serve a single purpose: to determme the YSA's polmcal
positions and tasks.

For this reason, majority rule is one of the foundation
stones of YSA organizational principles. After a position
has been democratically discussed and decided by a national
convention, every YSA member is obligated to loyally
carry out that majority decision., Unity in action is an ab-
solute necessity for the YSA in contending for the leadership
of American youth, '

At each convention the YSA elects a national leader-
ship which is emﬁov’vered to implement the convention de-
cisions, This demoeratically- elected leadership, the
National Committee and National Executive Committee, -
speaks publicly for all YSA members between conventiofs,
On a local level, YSA members discuss how best to carry
out the convention decisions in their area, and they elect a
local leadership to direct this work,

The centralized jmplementation of convention decisions
is a precondition for true internal democracy, If supporters
of minority viewpoints were free to implement whatever
policies they saw fit, the whole point of democratic de-'
cision making would be undermined, Convention votes
would be binding on no one, making a mockery of demo-
cratic rule by the ma]onty

The democratic manner by which the YSA makes its
policies and elects its leadership lends to convention de~
cisions the authority which is essential to maintain central-
ism in action. Every member participates in making the
policies which they are then obligated to carry out, After
a convention, the YSA certainly does not require that
members change their views if they disagree with a particu-
lar decision, That is a Stalinist conception entirely alier to
our movement,

If certain members believe that the YSA arrived at an
incorrect position, they canloyally implement the con-
vention policy confident that experience will show which
position is correct and that the elected leadership will ad-
just to changed conditions, During the next convention and
preconvention discussion, the YSA can collectively evaluate
the test of its policies, and members once again have the
opportunity to express their views,: aii their ‘criticisms, and
participate in national leadership selection, '

Internal Democracy

Internal democracy in the YSAis important not for
moral reasons, but for practical political ones, The think-
ing and experience'of our entire membership are necessary
to keep the YSA on a revolutionary course and maintain its

Marxist program. During conventions and preconvention dis-
cussion penods, the YSA marshalls the ideas of the. organ-
ization as a whole to analyze new developments in the class
struggle. We evaluate our past successes and failures and

set the tasks for our work in the year ahead.

The election of delegates in the YSA locals is conducted
on the basis of shared political ideas and platforms. The
written bulletins and preconvennon oral discussions provide
all YSA members with the opportunity to decide where they
stand on the questions facing the convention. The YSA
guarantees all members the nght to form pohtlcal ‘tendencies
around points of common opinion,

Thediscussidn prior to the December 1973 YSA con-
vention was a model _of thorbugh'and‘dembcrat_ic ‘decisio;i
making. Eleven printed bulletins were distributed to all
members, containing 72 contributions and totaling 360
pages. Thirty-eight percent of the pages in the 11-volume
bulletin contained discussion articles from members of the
IT. Every issue of the International Internal Discussion
Bulletin was made available to YSA membe;s, and at the
YSA's request, the SWP made its internal bulletins available
to all members as well,

* Dozens of hours of oral discussion were conducted in
most locals, To facilitate the understanding of disputed
international questions, the NEC orgariized“a special tour to
21 cities for representanves of the International Executive
Committee Majority Tendency and the Leninist- Trotskyist
Faction of the world Trotskyist movement,

In the local elections for convention delegates,. the vote
was overwhelmmg for the positions of the majority; only
seven percent of the membership cast votes for the positions
of the IT. Given the IT's small numerical size, it was not
obligatory for the national convention to grant minority,re-
porters equal time oﬁ all political points on the agenda.
Nonetheless, to ensure a full understanding of the disputed

‘questmns, delegates in this case did grant the'IT equal time,

A full discussion took place on the convention floor, and
agein the vote for the positions of the majority was over=
whelming. The convention also voted to place four IT
members on the YSA National Cominittee, roughly pro- ‘
portional to the IT's size in the YSA.

Following the December convention, every effort was
made to involve IT members in the political lifé of the
YSA. IT members were elected to local executive com-
mittees in Berkeley, San Francisco, Madison, Chlcago
Houston and Washmgton, D.C. The NEC included a Teader
of the IT in the small leadershlp delegation which observed
the World Congress of the Fourth International,

All these measures reflected the YSA's concern to en-
sure the fullest and most democratic thinking out and



discussion of important national and international questions.

Centralism and Internal Discipline

Article TII of the YSA constitution states: "Membership
shall be open to anyone under the age of twenty-nine who
accepts the program and agrees to follow the policies of the
YSA and engage actively in its work, "

Acceptance of the YSA's program, of course, does not
entail complete agreement with each and every position
currently held by the YSA. It simply means that 'rnembers:
agree in general with what the YSA stands for and will
loyally carry out the decisions of YSA conventions and locals.
A person in fundamental dxsagreement with the YSA on a
whole range of important issues will most likely not join the
YSA.

The YSA is an activist organization, To the best of
their ab111ty, YSA members regularly participate in YSA
act1v1t1es sell the socialist press, attend local meetmgs
and build the actions and movements supported by the YSA,
YSA rmembers carry out all their political activitiés under
the direction and discipline’ of YSA locals or appropriate
leadership bodies, We organize our work in this way be-
cause the YSA must present a strong united face to the public,

The constitution also requires that members contribute
financially to the activity of the YSA. Every member pays
an initiation fee, monthly dues, and regular, voluntary
contributions (sustainers and fund-drive pledges) in ac-
cordance with his or her individual financial means,

What is Lozaltﬂ,

Loyalty to the YSA is the absolute bedrock of our or-
ganizational principles, Internal YSA discipline would not
be possible without the trust and loyalty of evety member,

As Leon Trotsky wrote in 1931, ", ., the first characteristic
of a revolutionary is his firm attachment ‘to his organization,
his patriotism toward the organization, his sensibility toward
all attacks against the banner of his orgamzatmn. (Writings
of Leon Trotsky (1930- 31), page 323)

The YSA is an entirely voluntary organization that
people join of their own free will and can leave at any time,
We have no means of coercion or reward--no way to force
members to implement our collective decisions-and no
apparatus to punish them if they don't.. Members implement
YSA decisions because they are proud of the YSA, committed
to its revolutionary socialist goals, and consider it their
organization. They do their best to help build the YSA.

That is the essence of loyalty and the sole source of the
authority of all YSA locat units and national leadership
bodies. The YSA has a right to expect such loyalty from

every member; if we didn't, it would be impossible for the
YSA to be free of internal disruption or to carry out its
work as an action organization,

Disloyalty, Disciplihe, and the IT Split

-We have already-seen that. the 1T party directly defied
YSA discipline in Chile defense work, the organizations of

‘ sales and other aspects of Pubhc YSA activity. If loyalty is

the bedrock of YSA internal discipline, the roots of the IT
mernbersh1ps pattern of indiscipline are clear: their loyalty
was not to the YSA, ‘but to their own secret organization.

In addmon, the intemnal functlonmg of the IT party was

just as corrosive to the democratic centrahst norms of our
movement, ’

Political discussion is a central activity for the YSA,
Differences on analysis, tasks, or strategy and tactics can be
debated among the entire membership. The written dis-
cussion bulletins, oral discussion sessions and convention
debates are designed for precisely that purpose. But pro-
ductive discussions, serving as a guide to action, must be

‘open to_all members, not a select few. And since delegates

to YSA conventions are elected on the basis of political
platforms, each menmiber has a right to expect that every
other member is speakmg and voting his or her own mind,
Othemlse, the election of delegates will not accurately re-
flect the thinking of the YSA membership.

‘James P, Cannon, the founder and lifelong leader of
American Trotskyism, stressed this point over tyenty years
ago in his speech, Intemauonahsm and the SWP" (avail-
able in Pathfinder Press's Speeches to the Party) Cannon
said:

* *1 remember what Trotsky wrote when he was fighting
in the Russian party and the Comintern to mobilize the
comrades to dare to have a thought and stand up for it, In
his appeal to the Sixth Congress of the Comintern, Trotsky
said, 'That party member who changes his opinion at
command is a scoundrel. ' He meant by that that such a.
member is disloyal to the party; because the least the
party can expect from the most inexperienced, most rank=
and-file member is that he be honest with the party, tell
the party honestly what he thinks, and not change his
opinion when he gets the command from th1s or that
leader, or this or that committee,

When YSA members vote together on common docu-
ments, they should be doing so because these documents are
the political basis for their agreement. But when an ideolog-
ical tendency places a person under discipline to vote or
speak for a political platform that she or he does not agree
with, that can only indicate that the grouping is not based
on shared political principles. Such a grouping is instead
an unprincipled combination based on personalities, common



gripes and grudges, or other nbnpqllti'cal‘faetors. o

The secret IT party documents demonstrate that this
unprincipled practice was followed by the IT both before
and after its May split convention, - In“z-statement-passed -~
by the Los Angeles 1T, entitled A Reply to Comrade Massey
fiom Los Angele a group ‘of IT party members state that
they categorically dtsagree wrth the B011v1a document pre-
sented by the IEC Majorlty Tendency ‘and passed at the Tenth
“World Congress They staté their opmron ‘that this document
reaffirmed a guerrllla warfare lme Yet prior to last year s
conventron a_member of the 1T m the Los Angeles YSA.
local voted for a tendency platform based on that very
document, among Others,

-Such conduct totally cuts across the foundation of an
honest and democratrc drscussron in the YSA, whrch is the

only way to achievé polrtrcal clarrty The YSA preconventron

perrod is the approprrate arena for drscussmn on 1mportant
polmcal questlons )

The: IT party drscussron bulletrns focused malnly on how
to rmplement the IT's entry operatron i the “YSA and when
to rnake its spllt publrc However, the bulletms also con-
tamed ‘articles on Black l1beratron, Vretnarn, pol1t1cal )
perspectrves for the Unrted States, ‘Chile defense work ’
strike support actrvrty, the labor party, and other 1ssues _
On almost all of these questrons, two or more posrtrons were

put ’forwa’rd in the bulletrns and debatedﬁat the IT‘cony.entron.

All of these 1ssues are relevant to the work of the YSA
Comrades who hon drffenng posrtrons on them have the duty
to contribute these ideasto tire whole YSA membershlp. not
to circulate them to a select few for factional purposes, The
variety of positions aired at the May IT conference siggest
that'if the proper course had been taken by mdrvrdual IT
members, several tendencres—-not just one--would have
existed in the YSA, with drffermg posrtrons on the Black
struggle, Vietnam "and other issues, Clearly, polrtrcal
clarrfrcatron in the YSA was not the goal of the IT party
sphtters

' Members of a tendency have the right | to correspond and
discuss in prrvate how’ best to present “their cornrnon ideas in
proposed resolutions’ or artlcles for the YSA as a ‘whole, But
this was clearly not what was 1nvolved in the case of the IT
party. Their documents were never intended to be sub-
mitted to the YSA membership as a whole they were
strrctly "for 1T’ mernbers only L

The IT discussion was secret because thel.r goal was to
present a’ common face in the YSA, desprte ‘their internal
differences on 1mportant polmcal questrons. They had to
decide which polmcal views to present in the YSA to further
their entry operatlon, and whtch to hlde frorn the YSA al-
together.

The IT Lies to the YSA

The IT party was fully aware of the fact that their
procedures were totally outside democratic centralist norms,
What the IT called its "secunty polrcy" of usmg pseudonyms
and camouﬂaged bulletin covers is ]ust one mdrcatron of
this, They feared that thel.r secret spllt maneuvenng would

be discovered by the rest of the YSA membership,

Another indication can h be found in a letter sent by
four members of the IT to the NEC on Jupe 11, 1974, Thrs
letter, enutled “In Reply to the Call for.a YSA Ma;orrty

. Facuon (see appendlx) contarned a bald faced lre to. the.

'YSA membershrp The letter states -
e The /- YSA Ma]onty7 factron declaratron also rarses
the question of Houston, claiming that 'IT members are
circulating their own bulletins and other materials to.
selected YSA members, ' In fact, what is referred to. here
is the offermg of copies of the YSA Dlscussmn Bulletm
The ‘other matenals consrsted in copies of the SWP L
Drscussron Bulletm Both the YSA- DB and the SWP—DB are.
avarlable to all YSAers at all trmes on request, There was,
nothmg secret about th1s and comrades of the IT drd not.

_ restrict their offer to selected YSA members, ' but at.-

ternpted to make them avarlable as widely as ‘their means'
would allow

Frrst, the YsA Ma]ortty Factlon statement referred to.
the distribution of 2 mrmeographed transcript of the Black
struggle report given by Cathy Matson to the December
1973 YSA convention, Contrary to the IT letter, this
document was circulated to a select few YSA members in
Houston--not through the official channels of the YSA; but
by the IT itself, This in jtself violates YSA norms, ,

Secondly, we know from the materrals gathered by rhe
SwWP Control Commission that the IT had an extensive
secret dlscuss1on bulletin, And we: know from the article by
Inessa in the IT newsletter (reproduced in the Control Com-
mission bulletin) that these IT documents were drstnbuted
to'selected YSA memibers, wrth a specral emphasrs on new
members in regional locals, Inessa wrote, "However, the
most gains will come from forays into the region, taking
the FI press and IT docurnents with us. .. !

"The IT deliberately lied to the entire YSA membership
about the existence of their secret internal bulletin.. This in
itself is a damnmg indictment of their loyalty, Political
discussion in the YSA, or in any Leninist organlzatron, does
not consist of hnmg people up on the basis. of "regional
forays' and narrowly-circulated secret documents, which
therefore are not subject to answer bY, YSA members with
different views. Instead, democratic discussion in a.,
Leninist youth organlzatrqn like the YSA consists in’ partrcr-
pating fully in the duly-constituted discussion periods under




the guidelines established in the constitution,

The elected leadership bodies of the YSA regulate and
organize the internal discussion, not individual members or
- political tendencies. Even if the IT had been circulating
only YSA Discussion Bulletins, they would have wrongly
usurped a political task that is correctly carried out only by
the local, its executive committee, and the YSA National
Office. These are the bodies that are in charge of the
distribution of all YSA internal bulletins and the organiza-
tion of preconvention discussion. ’ '

As last year's convention shows, many avenues of free
expression and debate were made fully availablé to the IT
during the preconvention discussion period. Their positions
were read and discussed extensively in locals throughout the
country. In spite of this, following the December convention,
the IT went behind the backs of the YSA to conduct their-
own discussion--the discussion, in reality, of a rival
organization conducting entry work within the YSA.

The YSA's Attitude Toward the SWP

In their day-to-day activity, the IT totally disregarded
the YSA's unique relationship with the Socialist Workers
Party--a relationship which flows from our shared political
program and goals, The YSA and SWP collaborate in a .
spirit of mutual trust, knowing that each organization is
concerned with the growth and development of the other,
Our elected leaderships, on both a local and national level,
work together to coordinate activities, map out common
tactics, and carry out joint campaigns.

The YSA is an independént organization with its own
leadership, political discussions, conventions, financial
structure, areas of work, and political activity, We very
much value our organizational independence; it is one of
the guarantees that we can participate effectively in-and
provide leadership to the struggles of high school, college -
and working youth. Our independence, coupled with our -
socialist program, makes us a pole of attraction to serious,
revolutionary-minded young peopie.

At the same time, the YSA tealizes that a youth
organization cannot play the decisive leadership role in
overturning the capitalist system and replacing it with a
socialist society. - That task can only be accomplished by
the mass working class revolutionary party that the SWP is
stnvmg to build.

The YSA collaborates closely with the SWP-and 1looks to
it for political leadership. In conducting our own political
discussions, we give careful consideration to the party’s
political and tactical judgments. We know that the SWP as
the vanguard party of the U, S. working class will take the
lead in mapping out fundamental perspectives for the

American revolution,

This is the attitude toward the SWP that the YSA
adopted in its 1960 founding statement, Where We Stand:

"14. The revolitionary youth are well aware that by
themselves youth cannot lead the American working class
to power.  This is the historic task of the working class
revolutionary party, The YSA recognizes that only the
Socialist Workers Party, of all existing parties, is capable of
providing the U, S, working class with political leadership
on class struggle principles,  The YSA finds itself in basic
political solidarity, on the pnnc1p1es of revolutionary
socialism, w1th the SWP. "~ S

The document passed at the 1969 YSA convention,
entitled " The Worldwide Youth Radicalization and the
Tasks of the Fourth Intemational, ¥ (available from Path-

- finder Press under the title A Strategy for Revolutionary

Youth) provides a concise summary of our overall view of
the relationship of revolunonary youth orgamzatlons to
Trotskyist parties

"The experience of the world Trotskyist movement
during the past few years has'shown that its work among the
youth can most effectively be carried forwand through
revolutionary socialist youth organizations fratemally
associated with the sections of the Fourth International but
organizationally independent of them, ... -

“The independent youth organization can attract
radicalizing young people who have not yet made up their
minds about joining any political party of the left and who
are not yet committed to the Bolshevik perspective of be-
coming lifetime revolutionists, - but who are willing and
ready to participate in a broad range of political actions
together with the revolutionary party and its members, It
can lead actions and take initiatives in ‘the student move-
ment in its own name. It can serve as a valuable training
and testing ground for candidates for party cadre status, and
make it easier for them to acquire political and organiza-
tional experience and education required for serious
revolutionary activity, Membership in the tevolutionary
socialist youth organization enables young radicals to de-
cide their own policies,’ organize their own aciions, make
their own' m1stakes and leam theu‘ own lessons,, .7

In its general outlines, this conéeption of youth-party
relations dates back to the origins of the Communist Youth
International in the years following the victorious Bolshevik
revolution. James P. Cannon took note of this longstanding
organizational concept in the interview he gave to the
Young Socialist last spring, (“Youth and the Socialist
Movement, " July-August, 1974) Cannon was asked: “How
did the YPSL and the Young Communists organize? Were
they independent of the Socialist Party and the Communist



Party? Were they controlled from the top down?"

He responded; - "They were completely controlled. The
theory of the Communist youtlr organization as laid down in
Russia by the Bolsheviks was applied only on paper here. The
formula was an organization of young people politically sub-
ordinate, but organizationally independent of the party:

That was the formula, But in practice it didn't amount to
much here. .. .

Further on in the interview, Cannon continued: "The
Young Socialist Alliance is an entirely new phenonjenon,
as far as my gxperience can judge, by its compositon, its .
general activity and in practically every other way. .The .
earlier youth organizations were not nearly as serious as the
party itself, "

In his answer, Cannon points to two important, aspects
of the YSA's pposition in the historical continuity of revolu-
tionary socialist youth groups, .On-the.one hand, the YSA's
organizational concepts flow directly from those laid out in
the early years of the international Communist movement, .
On the other hand, the YSA is in many ways the first
organization to fully develop.and implement these con-
ceptions. Most of the young Communist parties after World
War I were too inexperienced tq. foster healthy mdependent
youth organizations; and after 1923, with the rise of
Stalinism, the iron fist of bureaucratization fell as heav11y
on the youth groups as on the parties themselves,

Joint YSA and SWP Tendengcies

The IT. party challqué,d this..}ongstarlding YSA prin-
ciple of organizational independence--not just by argument
in the course of a precodvention discussion period; which is
the right of every YSA member, but by implementing their
views in practice,. They functioned as a single unit in-both
the YSA and the SWP, thereby violating the dlsmplme of
both organizations. In functioning this way, the IT party
totally ignored the YSA's independent orgamzatmnal
existence,

A review of the prevmusly secret IT party documem:s
clearly 111ustrates this fact. . At the May IT party convention,
discussion of the IT ' 1ntervent10n" into the YSA was.con-
ducted by non-YSA members. The delegates,. many of
whom were also not YSA members, established a special

"commission” to direct this intervention, and discussed and
voted on a perspectives report determining the conduct of -
IT party members inside ,the YSA,

The IT party s top leadersmp bodies cons1sted in then‘
ma]omy of people who were not in the YSA and whose
political decisions were bmdmg on YSA ITers. In fact, the
IT's polmcal committee of five people contained only two
YSA members, . This is a totally outrageous violation of
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YSA rights. How can a serious democratic centralist -
youth organization allow tendencies to include non- members
in their leadership?

The IT half-heartedly maintained the fiction that <
there was a-sgparate YSA IT, signing certain letters,
“Internationalist Tendency of the YSA, c/o Cathy Matson. "
The existence of a single IT political committee, however,
clearly proved that the so-called YSA IT was in fact nothing
more than the IT party "youth commission" established-at
the May convention to carry out the IT party " intervention”
into the YSA,

Some people may ask "Aren't joint tendencies,: al-
though formally wrong, basically harmless-~especiatly.
since the YSA and SWP are in such close political agree~: .

~ment? | Aren't you turning organizatienal independence into

a fetish?" The answer to both these questions is no.

Far from being a purely "formal” matter, joint ,
tendencies severely hamper the independent development
of the YSA. They can easily create an intolerable situation
where non-YSA party members become deeply involved in"
making backroom decisions about internal YSA matters.
Members begin operating not under YSA discipline, but
under the discipline of a self-appointed group with no
legitimate status in the YSA. -Such groupings, if allowed
to persist, could eventually subvert the YSA's ability to
develop an.independent and self-confident cadre,

Many. YSA members also belong to the SWP, This is
entirely as it should be, since one of the YSA's primary
goals is to train and develop cadres to build the revolution-
ary-party. It is only natural that as YSA members gain ex-
perience and confidence in the Trotskyist program, many
will decide to join the SWP,

The SWP, for.its part, takes an active interest in the
growth and development of the YSA. When YSA members.
join the SWP, the party very often ass1gns them to stay and
help build the YSA.. - _ ;

The SWP expects its members to be among the best
and most loyal YSA builders; it demands that they abide
by YSA discipline and seek-to educate new- recruits in the
political and organizational principles of Trotskyism,
Party members in the YSA have no special rights or .
privileges.

As a result, these are the standards of conduct that the
YSA has correctly come tg expect from party members.
They are the only possible standards between a healthy
revolutionary youth organization and the party which it
supports.and seeks to build, :

As part of our relationship with the ISWP,,‘ the YSA



follows the party's debates and discussions, We view this as
an invaluable source of our Marxist education. The SWP
generally makes its internal discussion bulletins available to
the YSA, YSA members are often invited to ebserve party
conventions-and sornetimes branch preconvention discussion
sessions, '

At the same time, neither .we nor the:SWP have any
interest whatsoever in seeing the YSA transformed into-a
staging area where party members battle out their internal -
political differences, These disputes should be debated and
resolved within the party.

The YSA cannot develop as a truly independent youth
organization if party members begin to view it as a
battering ram-or pressure group on the SWP--a launching
pad for party tendencies and factions. That can only tear
the YSA apart and stunt its independent political and
organizational development,

But that is exactly how IT party members functioned. in
the YSA, Their only interest in the YSA flowed from their
estimation that they could make gains for their party by
"intervening” in the YSA. The Estreugal-Rahdnik IT -
document states: ", ..but until the LTF splits from the
International, the YSA remains a more fertile ground for
recruitment than the SWP. " This idea recurs over and over
again-throughout the IT party documents,

Every member of the YSA had ample opportunity to .
become acquainted with the political program put forward by
the' IT in the SWP during the past two years, - We read the
SWP internal bulletins and attended two party eonventions.
Furthermore, supporters of the IT's political positions-in the
YSA made abundant use of the YSA preconvention: discussion
bulletin last fall and gave three major m-al presentations at-
the YSA convention. : '

Party members in the YSA expressed their positions on
disputed questions in the world Trotskyist movement, and
the SWP even took the exceptional step of granting its
members the privileges of presenting a political line on
American perspectives that was in contradiction to the . -
party's own positions,

But this was not enough for the IT party. They knew
perfectly well that their ideas had received a full hearing
in the YSA, Democratic discussion was not their goal,
Their goal was to use the YSA--espec1a11y the regional
locals--as an arena for secret factionalizing to build their
own organization,
is a lesson to the YSA in the inevitable dynamic:of such’
formations, ‘and a wammg that they cannot be tolerated
under any circumstances." :

The experience of the IT joint "tendency”
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YSA and the World Trotskyist Movement

In June, several weeks prior to the discovery of the IT
split, four IT leaders wrote a letter to-the NEC entitled,
"In Reply to the Call for a YSA Majority. Faction, " (see
appendix) In this letter, the four IT party leaders attempt -
to defend their violation of YSA discipline during the May
11 Chile defense demonstrations by charging, "It was not
the members of the IT who are guilty of indiscipline, but
the leadership of the YSA who are indisciplined toward the
line of the Fourth Intemational which the YSA orients to
and supports although it cannot be an actual:youth organ-
ization of the F.I, because of reactionary legislation, "

The letter continues: "The Young Socialist Alliance
refused to carry out its responsibility to the World Trotskyist
Movement by implementing the Fourth International’s line
on Chile solidarity work.

"While the YSA is an independent Trotskyist youth
organizatjon, it sees itself as fraternally associated to the
world Trotskyist movement, the Fourth International, and
seeks to aid in the implementation of its campaigns. .."

"Members of the YSA are supposed to carry out the line
of the Fourth International at all times and in all places.
They can do this verbally; by sales of the press.of the
Fourth International, or circulating its statements. Members
of the IT have never refused assignments of the YSA, but - -
they have insisted on their duty to carry the line of the - -
Fourth International even if others are incapable of de-
fending it, "

There are several errors in this line of reasoning.
First, no individual member or group of members has the
right for any reason to break YSA discipline, whatever their
opinion toward the YSA's performance in implementing the
campaigns of the world Trotskyist movement, Only the
YSA through its conventions and elected leadership bodies
is empowered to decide how: best to carry out its inter-
nationalist duties. It is through these official channels
alone that we make tactical decisions about how to apply
the program of world Trotskyism to the class struggle in the
United States.

The IT line of reasoning is a formula for no discipline
at all, For example, as a Trotskyist youth organization in
the U, S,, the YSA is fratemally associated with the SWP;
it follows from the IT party's reasoning that individual
YSA members could break YSA discipline if they differed
with how the YSA was supporting an SWP election campaign.
More generally, individual members could disregard iocal
discipline whenever they felt that their local was not
adequately carrying out YSA convention decisions.



Obviously internal organizational norms such as these
would entirely undermine discipline within the YSA, making
it impossible for'the YSA: to function in a centralist manner,
Each individual member: could justify any action under the
sun on the grounds of holding a different interpretation of -
how. best to carry out national or international campaigns.

The IT party leveled similar accusations of " international
indiscipline" against the SWP. These false arguments were
answered in the report.of the SWP Control Commission;

"1, Tt [ the IT's argument 7 does not describe the real
position.of the IT. The secret IT documents show that the IT
has a general policy of carrying out its own activity in public,
regardless of whether it is authorized by the SWP or not, and
this general policy of unauthorized public activity by the IT
is not limited to cases:like Chile wark, “in which the IT has
a political difference with the SWP. (We also note that no
elected leadership body of the Fourth International has ever
objected to the tactics of the SWP in carrymg out Chile
work.)" : .

The Control Comimission report goes on: “There are no
grounds whatsoever to allow any individual or group of
individuals to take.it upon themselves to decide when, where
and how:to impternent policy. In fact, the IT accusations
are not-only in violation of the constitution and organizational
principles of the SWP, but:-they are also in contradiction with
the statutes and organwatmnal prmc1ples of the Fourth Iuter-
national, SR : :

"The statutes of the Fourth International state the
following:

*Article 31: 'National sections exercise jurisdiction
within their own eountries, , ., National sections exercise
disciplinary .powers over their own members. '

"Article 15: 'In'no case has.it / the International
Executive Committee / the power to alter the majority
rule of a regularly etected:leadership of a national section. '
(International Information Bulletin, January 1969, part 1,
pp- 11, 8).:

“Not even the IEC has the r1ght to do what the IT
arrogates. to itself! . B

"The IT argument. is also. in contradiction with the IMT
Political Resolution adopted by the 1974 World Congress,
which the IT says it supports, The resolution states: ‘The
task of the center cannot consist of making authoritative
decisions about the tactics of national sections; this is
forbidden- by the Intemamonal's statutes. "™ 7

YSA and Intemationalism

The IT letter says that the "YSA cannot be an actual
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youth orgamzanon of the F. L because of reacnonary
leglslatmn ‘

: This is true, The IT implies, however, that if this
reactionary legislation did not exist, the YSA would simply
be the U, S, youth group of the Fourth International.

The IT once again ignores the:fact that the YSA is an
independent youth organization. We are not a youth group
of the SWP, and if the reactionary-Voorhis Act was
rescirided, we would not become a youth group of the
Fourth Interational. The YSA would contimie to make its
own programimatic and tactical decisions and to exercise
its own discipline over all of its members,

What then is the redl relationship of the YSA to the
world Trotskyist movement?

First, as an independent Trotskyist youth organization,
the YSA is fraternally related to the Socialist Workers
Party in.the manner previously described, - We consider the
SWP to be the party of world Trotskyism in'the U, S,
despite the govemnment's ban on affiliation with the Fourth
International, Through our relationship to the SWP, the
YSA receives.international discussion bulletins and is kept
abreast of developments in the Fourth International.

Secondly, there is our collaboration with our sister.
Trotskyist youth organizations around the world, We con-
stantly strive to strengthen and extend. this collaboration,

* The YSA is internationalist to the core, We reject the
Stalinist conception of "socialism in one country” and seek
to advance the prospects for a worldwide socialist revolution,
We believe. that the Fourth International is the world
revotutionary party and are confident that parties of the
Fourth International will stand at the head of socialist
revolutions throughout the world, as well as political
revolutions in the defermed and degenerated workers states,

We know from history that young people will play a
significant role in those revolutionary struggles. - The im-
portance of this prognosis has been borne out by the develop-
ment of the international youth radicalization over the past
10-15 years.

This internationalist outlook was embodied in our 1960
founding document, Where We Stand

"The YSA will, to the best of its ability, bring
‘Marxian socialism to American youth, But that is not
enough. The only socialism which deserves the name is
international in outlook. The YSA declares its solidarity
with revolutionary youth in all countries. .. The YSA ad-
vocates the creation of a revolutionary youth international
which will represent the political solidarity of socialist
youth, "



The document passed at the 1969 YSA convention,
entitled The Worldwide Youth Radicalization and the Tasks
of the Fourth International, was an elaboration of this goal
and the means toward reaching it, The documnent was adopted
by the United Secretariat of the Fourth International and was
published by the World Congress as the basis for a discussion
within the world Trotskyist movement on the question of the
youth radicalization and youth organizations.

The document states: "The experience of the world -
Trotskyist movement during the past few years has shown that '
its work among the youth can most effectively be carried
forward through revolutionary-socialist youth organizations -
fraternally associated with the sections of the Fourth Inter-
national but orgamzanona‘lly mdependent of them.™

- That is why the YSA has always sought to promote the
development of other Trotsky1st youth organizanons We -
take an active interest in the growth of our sister youth ~
orgamzanons in Canada, Japan, Argentina, the Antilles,
Augtralia and elsewhere, .

A youth international could organize the worldwide .
distribution of information about the struggles of young-people.
An encouraging step in this direction was taken in 1969-70,
when the YSA, our sister youth orgamzatlons, and sectmns of
the Fourth Internatidnal circulated seven or eight issues'of a
bulletin called the International Information Bulletin; Reports
on Youth Work of the Fourth Intemauoual

A youth international could involve youth organizations
around the world in common campaigns, For instance, it
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could coordinate struggles against political repression in
Chile and Argentina, actions against the apartheid regimes
of Southern Africa, or rallies and demonstrations by Asian
youth against the role of Japanese imperialism in that part
of the world, Of course, a youth internatjonal would
actively participate in all the campaigns of the Fourth

. .International.

A worldwide Trotskyist youth organization would also
organize its own international discussions and debates on
important political questions. It would. conduct its own. -

-international congresses, distribute its own discussion bulle-

tins, and elect its;own leadership, - It would closely follow
the dlscussn'ms in the world Trotskywt movement as a whole,

Today there are well-established- Trotskyxst youth

: orgamzanons in a number of countries, and’ a few more are

soon to be launched Given the growth of the Fourth Inter-

“'national over the past decade, there'is a great potential to

build further on th1s achievement,

The YSA's intemationalist duties bear little resemblance
to the caricature advocated by.the IT- paity in their letter
to the NEC, Instead, the YSA's responsibility as.a Trotskyist
youth organization is t6 win American young people to the
intemationalist ideas of revolutionary socialism, to aid in

‘the construction of the party of the American revolunon, i

the SWP and to promote the development of an international
revolunonary youth organization dedicated to the Trotskyist
program of the Fourth International.

That is the'cour,sc that the YSA set for itself at its
founding, and we remain on that course today.



Report of the Control Commission
“of the Socialist Workers Party
Submitted July 2, 1974

Part I

Summary of Findings and Recommendations -

On June 20, 1974, meeting in plenary session, the Na-
tional Committee of the Socialist Workers Party passed
the following motion: 'As provided for in Article VI of the
Party Constitution, the National Committee (1) turns over
to the Control Commission the material concerning the
May 11 action and the letters from.comrades Massey and
Barzman, and (2) designates comrade Horowitz as the
National Committee member of the Control Commission."

Article VI of the Constitution of the SWP is as follows:

"Section 1. A Control Commission of five members shall
be elected as follows: the Convention shall elect four mem-
bers and the fifth member, who shall be a’ member of the
National Committee, shall be designated by the National
Committee. The Control Commission shall have full au-
thority to-investigate any individual or circumstance which
it may deem necessary, and shall have power to -delegate
any of its authority to representatives.

"Section 2. The Control Commission, on completion of
its investigation m each case, shall present its findings and
recommendatlons to the Political Committee for action.
Action shall be taken by the Political C_ommxttee, or by
the National Committee, in those cases referred to it by
"the Political Committee:

"Section 3. In those cases where the Control Commission
finds it necessary to intervene, its authorlty shall super-
sede any local investigation or trial.

"Section 4. It shall be obligatory on every member of
the Party to funish the Control Commission or its author-
ized representatives with any information they may re-
quire.”

The Control Commission is composed of the following
four comrades: Anne Chester, Barbara Matson, and Helen
Scheer, elected by the 1973 SWP national convention, and
Gus Horowitz, designated by the SWP National Committee,
in accordance with Article V1, Section 1 of the constitution.
(The other comrade elected by the national convention,
Duncan Ferguson, died on April 29, 1974.)

Evidence Examined

All four members of the Control Commission were able
to meet together in New York City during June 20-24, to
conduct a series of interviews in person and by telephone,
to examine the documentary material, and to consult
together by telephone before submitting this report.

In conducting our investigation, we were guided in par-
ticular by the following documents:

1. The constitution of the Socialist Workers Party.

2. "The Organizational Character of the Socialist Work-
ers Party,” resolution adopted by the 1965 convention of
the SWP and reaffirmed by the August 1973 convention
of the SWP (available in an Education for Socialists bul-
letin bearing the same title).

These documents set forth the fundamental organiza-
tional principles of the Socialist Workers Party.

The Control Commission was able to examine the fol-
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lowing evidence, 1ncludmg both documentary matenal
and interviews: )

1. The files of the national office of the SWP dealing
with the Internationalist Tendency. These include a sub-
stantial amount of. correspondence from John Barzman,
Bill Massey, and other IT members alleging harassment
or other improper procedures taken against the IT. The
files also include letters and documents from various SWP
leadership bodies or from comrades writing in their ca-
pacity as elected SWP leaders, or as individuals; these
materials deal with many of the same incidents contained
in the correspondence from the IT members. Also included
in these files are branch minutes and other branch records.
Also included are copies of letters and other material
received from the YSA national office relating to the In-
ternationalist Tendency. We decided to confine our in-
vestigation to materials dating since the August 1973
convention of the SWP.-

2. The. transcripts. of the remarks made to the June
1974.plenum of the SWP. National Committee by Comrades
Barzman and Massey.

3. We twice interviewed representatives of the Inter-
nationalist Tendeney. First, we met briefly with Bill Massey
on June 20, 1974; Comrade Charles of the International
Majority Tendency was also present. We informed Com-
rade Massey that we had received copies of his 14-page
letter of June 9, 1974, to the Political Committee of the
SWP. We asked him if he had any further information to
add to this letter that would be of help to the Control
Commission. He said that at this time he did not have
anything to add. (In the concluding part of his letter he
also states that "I feel that these sixteen points cover the
situation adequately.”) On June 23 there was a second
meeting, this time with John Barzman and Bill Massey.
A report on that meeting is appended to this report.

4. During the course of the June plenum of the National
Committee we were able to meet with many elected ex-
ecutive officers from various branches across the country
for the purpose of obtaining information and verification
of information already received. We were also able to talk
by telephone to several comrades in other cities to obtain
and verify information.

5. In the course of our investigation, we were able to
obtain copies of several internal discussion bulletins and
internal newsletters of the Internationalist Tendency. The
Socialist Workers Party had never been informed of the
existence of these douments.

Evaluation of Evidence and Recommendations

After examining the secret internal discussion material
of the IT, the Control Commission concluded that this
was sufficient by itself to enable us to arrive at the con-
clusions and recommendations that appear below. We
decided that this evidence was so overwhelming that it
was not necessary to spend a great deal of time to ex-



amine many ‘of the- specific incidents,” allegations, and
counter-allegations. We did examine some of these, and
append a few documents to this report. This material can
be considered as specific illustrations of the general con-
clusions that " can be drawn from the IT documents them-
selves.

Following is a summary of our findings, our conclu-
sions, -and our recomm endations:

1. ..These documents give proof positive that the IT is:
a separate party organization operating both within the
SWP and outside the SWP. The IT :party has its own
secret, highly organized and centralized independent party
structure functioning on' all levels, - nationally and inter-
nationally. It has its own party. discipline that supersedes
SWP discipline. It determines its own areas of external ac-
tivity and establishes its own relations with- opponent
groups. Persons who are not members of the. SWP, the
YSA, or the Fourth International are allowed''to partici-
pate in its deliberations and are given access to. its internal
bulletins attacking the SWP. It describes the SWP as
"deadly sick" and the SWP membership cadre as "polit-
ically incapable of either understanding .or puttlng into
practice a revolutionary line."

Just prior to the IT National Conference, held in €hi-
cago May 25-27, several comrades resigned from the
IT, “while remaining ideological supporters of the IMT's
political positions. Among them were Berta Langston and
Bob Langston, whose statement of explanation for resign-
ing from the IT was published in the internal bulletin of
the IT (appended). In it they pointed ouf to the IT that
the line of the IT leadership "would lead not merely to
instances but to patterns of organizational indiscipline in
regard to the party and the YSA." They warnéd that
"the comrades of the ITPC [ITPolitical Committee] are
projecting a line the logic of which i§ precisely to build
a rival organization to the SWP." They added that "the
logic .of the ITPC's position is that the IT, defining itself
as the nucleus of a section in thée U.S. would begin to
combine the -exercise of political leadérship of groupings
outdside. the SWP and YSA with an-entry tactic inside the
SWP and YSA." They said that this course "would irtensify
the dangers of a split in the International.” They #aid that
the positions put forward by IT leader Williams [the: evi-
dence shows that Williams is'a pseudonym for Bill Massey])
"is"mot a 'marginal or peripheral one in the IT;:it comes
equipped with all-the authority and prestigeof-the leader>
ship." They :concluded that it was necessary: to:resign
from the IT prior to.the IT national convention, stating

that "our differences with the ITPC are of such a mag-
nitude on a fundamental question as to make continued
collaboration within a tendency impossible. . . [for us]
to continue to struggle within the IT —with its internal
bulletin, a possible tour, election of delegates, a conven-
tion —would be in practice precisely to cooperate in helping
make the IT become what we urgently hope it doesn't." -
Further documentation proves that what Comrades Berta
Langston:and Bob Langston quite accurately saw’ as the
logical outcome of the IT course has- occurred The IT has
been set up as a rival party to the SWP.
" ~The Control Commission finds that  the estabhshment
of this rival party is in violation of the constitution and
organizational principles of the Socialist Workers Party.
We also note that it is in contradiction with the statutes
of -the: Fourth . International and the organizational prin-
ciples and traditions ‘of the world Trotskyist: movement.
The Control Commission recommends that the Inter-
nationalist Tendency's status as a separate, rival party
be recognized and that the members of the Internation-
alist Tendency ‘party be. informed that this status places
them outside the constitutional provisions of membershlp
in the Soclalist Workers Party :

V2, Regardmg the status of the 1deologlcal supporters
of the IMT who are not members of the IT party. Berta
Langston and Bob Langston contended in their document
that it is possible to be an ideological supporter of the
IMT and to abide by the SWP constitution. They also
recognized that it is not possible to hold membershlp in
the IT and abide by the SWP constitution.

The Control Commission recommends that supporters
of thé- IMT political “positions who are not members .of
the IT party remain members of the SWP as long as
they abide by the constitution of the SWP, the organiza-
tional :principles of the SWP, and the democratic centralist
norms ‘of . the world -Trotskyist movement. We note that
the rights of membership include the right to form a ten-
dency " or faction, within the bounds delineated by the
1965 document on-organizational principles of the SWP. .

3. The evidence clearly establishes the complicity of
members ' of the’'elected leadership of the Fourth Inter-
national in the IT's decision to form.a rival party.’ But
the full extent of this-complicity, and further documentation
detailing it; #re:not.available to the Control Coimmission of
the SWP. The jurisdiction of this Control Commission is
limited to the SWP, and we do not have the power to
obtain information going beyond this limit..
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Part 11

e

We found a discrepancy between the way in which the
leaders of the _Internationalist Tendency descnbe them-
selves in documents that they make available to the en-
tire SWP and the way in which they describe themselves_
in their own internal discussion documents that have been
kept secret from the SWP For example, in his letter of
June 9, 1974, to the Pohtlcal Committee, (appended) Bill
Massey states that "the IT is nota faction, secret or other-
wise, itis a tendencji " Butin the IT's secret internal discus-
sion bulletin, IT leader Vincent (John Barzman) describes

15

- Findings - -~ - R : : R

i S . -
the IT as "not merely an ideological fendency, but the
nucleus of a futufe section” ‘(his article is appended). V1n-

cents descnptlon of the IT as the nucleus of a future
séction is repeated i in several of the documents. ;

The ITIsa Separate Party

Even this description, however, understates the situa-
tion. The IT's description of its own structure and method
of functlonmg clearly 1nd1cates that itis already a separate
party One example is given by the report on the IT



national convention which is published in the June 6,
1974, issue of the secret "Internationalist Tendency News-
letter” (appended). The report opens as follows:

"The first national conference of the Internationalist
Tendency was held in Chicago on the Memorial Day
weekend, May 25, 26, 27. The conference had been pre-
ceded by a discussion period of three months which elicited
twelve discussion bulletins containing thirty-four different
contributions to the discussion. Discussion around these
took place in every area of the Tendency. Delegates were
elected on the basis of five persons per delegate. There
were twenty-four delegates and ten consultative delegates.”

The convention elected ‘a Presiding Committee. It also
elected a Nominating Committee which brought in recom-
mend ations for a new IT Steering Committee (National
Committee). A Steering Committee of 19 full members
and 10 alternates was elected. (One full member later
resigned.)

Following the convention of the IT, there was a Steer-
ing Committee Plenum. It elected a Political Committee.
The report on the IT convention states that "The PC will
consist of the six PC members now resident in Chicago
plus 3 other members of the Steering Committee not resi-
dent in Chicago at this time. The PC, with the approval
of the Steering Committee, will recommend the three ad-
ditional members who will move to the center in Chicago.”

In addition to such procedures, the IT documents re-
veal that there is an IT national office, a fulltime staff,
and provisions for various commissions. For example,
the IT convention report on Work in the YSA, which
included the proposal for a "special YSA commission,”
was accepted unanimously. Another article in the IT news-
letter - indicates that a YSA commission of 10 members
was established.

The June 6 IT newsletter also informs us that "the center
is currently discussing putting regional travelers on full
time in Houston, Chicago and New York.” It also in-
forms us that the IT is organized into "ocal tendency
units.” The newsletter also calls upon each local unit to
elect an executive committee, to supervise the carrying
out of the work of the local unit.

“The IT internal communication of June 14 1974 (ap-
pended), gives additional information about the party
structure of the IT. The communication, signed by Gilbert,
for the IT PC, was sent to "Steering Committee Members,
Area Organizers, Financial Directors, and Publications Di-
rectors.”

This communication reveals that the IT has decided
upon a subscription drive for Inprecor with assigned
quotas for each local unit of the IT, and a sales cam-
paign for Inprecor, for the Old Mole, publication of the
Canadian Revolutionary Marxist Group (RMG), and for
International, publication of the British International Marx-
ist Group (IMG), with proposed quotas for the regular
bundles to be taken by the local units of the IT. .

The communication calls for substantial financial com-
mitments by IT members and asks that "all areas adopt
a policy of regular payments to the center based on their
membership figures." The IT Steering Committee has
adopted a recommendation of "a $7.00 per person sustain-
er per week to the center.”

The communication describes some of the purposes such
funds are needed for: this includes back debts for Old Mole
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bundles, for domestic and international travel, and for
printing costs for the "Chilean supplement” distributed
on the May 11 demonstrations; money is also needed for
full-time IT staff and for travel expenses for an IMT
representative on tour in the USA; in addition money
is requested in order "to have a really interventionist
role in the YSA preconvention discussion nationally"—
this includes travel subsidies for YSAers travelling to
the upcoming YSA National Committee plenum. Money
is also requested for the publications program of the
IT—several pamphlets have been projected as part of
this publications program.

In these activities and projections, the secret IT struc-
ture functions as a parallel party structure.

The IT Determines Its Own Independent Areas of Activity

The main areas of work to be carried out by the local
units of the IT are defined in the June 6 IT newsletter
as these three: )

1. Internal education and the elaboration of IT per-
spectives. Also better internal organization such as "taking
and sending regular minutes to the center, raising the
financial commitment to the tendency, learning to organize
meetings more efficiently. . . .”

2. Intervention in the SWP and YSA. The IT newsletter
describes this as just one of three areas of IT activity.
The document by Estreugal and Rahdnik (appended)
quotes from the draft political perspectives document by
Hank Williams (Bill Massey) who states that "we just
want the tendency locals to work out as part of their
overall work a continued and well rounded participa-
tion in the activities of the branches" (emphasis added)..
The IT newsletter states that in this work "the interven-
tion into the YSA is the most important priority." An
article by Inessa in the IT newsletter outlining "Our Tasks
in the YSA" states that "some of our own regional probing
can be done while fulfilling YSA assignments . . . how-
ever, the most returns will come from forays into the
region. . . ." In all of the IT documents the YSA and
SWP are treated as a unit, and SWP members who are not
members of the YSA are also encouraged to participate
in the "intervention into the YSA."

3. Public work by the IT, which is described in the IT
newsletter as "contact work for the F.L" This work includes
"contact work at the job, at school, or in the course of
trade union or political activity.” A goal is to "develop
a periphery of people who listen to us. ... ." The IT news-
letter also states that ". . . we can even take actions given
a favorable relationship of forces." In describing the public
work of the IT, the Estreugal-Rahdnik document states
that "by no stretch of the imagination can this be called
'participation in the day to day work of the branches."'"

The IT Violates the SWP Constitution

The structure and method of operation of the IT are
in violation of the constitution and organizational prin-
ciples of the SWP, which make it explicit that the SWP
has the right to regulate both its internal affairs and
the public activity of all SWP members.

The 1965 resolution on the organizational principles
of the SWP states: "A dissenting minority has the right
to organize itself, but the conduct of organized minorities,



just as that of every individual member, must be subject
to regulatlon by official party bodies. The party is there-
fore entitled to organlze its internal discussion and to de-
termine the forms and limits. . . . Official party bodies
must determine correct procedure, both in public activity
and in the regulation of internal affairs, on the basis
of the party's principles and statutes” (page 20).

. When ‘or'g'an'ized groupings are formed in the party,
there are three key norms that must be observed to insure
party umty and to uphold the principle.of democratlc
centralism.

1. While a factlon has the right to meet pnvately and
determine its own structure, it must inform the party as
a whole of its organjzational nature: its basis for mem-
bership, its structure, its membershlp composition, its lead-
ership composmon, the powers of its leadership bodies,
and the extent of its discipline.

2. A faction must loyally partimpate in the work of the
party, including participating in the internal activities
of the party, in external party-building actlvmes, and in
fulfilling financial obligations  to the party. Faction fi-
nances, and faction activity are permitted; but the needs
of the party take precedence over the needs of the faction.
Any. faction finances or faction activity must be.carried
out only within the context of maintaining normal mem-
bership obligations in these areas.

3. The conduct of the faction, in both mternal party
matters and in external activity, is subject . .to the direc-
tion of the, ofﬁcml party bodies. Faction dxsciplme must
be subordmate to party. discipline. .

The IT violates all three of these norms. It is nelther
.;an_ ideological tendency .nor a legitimate faction.. It is

qualitatively different from either,

The I ’[ Functzons Secretly

The entire structure of the IT as disclosed in 1ts in-
ternal bulletins, has been kept seeret from the party.
Furthermore, when Bill Massey and John Barzman :were
asked. directly. by members of the Control .Commission
if there existed a steering committee or other leadership
body of the IT, they did not answer; Bill Massey only
replied that he would -"think about” the question (see re-
port appended). - : .

There is an IT "security policy” vis a vis the SWP. It
is designed to hide IT.activity from the SWP. This security
policy.includes the use of pseudonyms that are not party
names and deceptive covers. attached to .the secretly cir-
cculated IT discussion bulletins (see appended .examples).
-This security policy extends to the IT's own internal func-
tioning, as shown by. the listing of two_of its bulletins
as having "restricted” circulation within the T (see append-
ed list of IT bulletins). One of these "restricted” bulletins
bears, the title, "Unless: We Believe the SWP To Be Re-
formable. . ."

The IT also. attempts to impose orgamzatlonal dxsm-
pline, as evidenced by the decision of the IT Polmcal
Commlttee on May 4, 1974: "To reject the resignation
of Comrades Berta Langston and Bob Langston on the
grounds that it is contradictory to their open support to
the Internatlonal Majority Tendency" (appended to the
document by Berta Langston and Bob Langston). Thus,
the IT attempts to require all ideological supporters of
the IMT to join the IT. But the IT has not informed
the SWP of the nature and extent of its discxpllne.
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The articles published in the secret IT internal bulletin
and newsletter, and the decisions of ‘the IT national con-
vention also show that the pohtlcal basis for membership
in the IT is different from the. positions stated in the dec-
larations of ,the IT published in the SWP internal bulletins.

‘The IT Does Not Partzczpate Actwely in the Work of the
Party

In his letter 'to the SWP Political Committee of June 9,
1974, Bill. Massey alleges that "no effort whatsoever has
been made to integrate comrades of the LT. into areas
of work that they would participate in wholeheartedly
or with relatively less tension.” The Control Commission
found, on the contrary, that the IT, by its own choosing,
does not participate actively in the work of the SWP.

The August 1973 convention of the SWP took _note
of the lack of part1c1pat10n by IT ‘members in the party-
building act1v1t1es of their local units.

However, the 1973 convention decided to wipe the slate
clean on this past record of inactivity and to move for-
ward with the expéctation that all members of the party
would participate fully and loyally in its work.

As -part of the Control Commission investigation, we
examined many statistics and: reéports on the activities
of the ‘party branches. From these reparts we were able
to: determine :the functioning of the members of the IT
after the August 1973 convention. The material examined
shows that.the IT's policy of non-participation .in party-
building activities- has not changed since the conventlon.
A few examples follow.

leztant Salg.s The SWP pro;ected an 18-week sprmg
sales campaign with the goal of selling . 10 000 Militants
in a.single week In Chicago, no member of the IT sold
more than a’ total ‘of 8 Militants over the course of the
entire 18 weeks. The average number of Militants sold
per IT member per week during the ‘sales. campaign . was
0.2. The average number. sold per week by non-IT mem-
bers in Chrcago was over 8.0.

Financial Contnbuttons In the IT mternal communi-
cation of June 14, 1974, the IT Steermg Committee pro-
jects a sustamer goal of $7. .00 per person per week to
the IT center. In this context, the communication states:
"Some areas such as Houston and Phlladelphla have
been "models financxally as well as in other ways."

The’ members of the IT in Houston and Philadelphia
have’ not been "models financially” with respect to their lo-
cal branches of the SWP. In Houston, the average weekly
sustainer of the IT members is $1.62. The average weekly
sustainer of non~IT members in Houston is $8.40. In
Phﬂadelphla, two IT members lowered their weekly sus-
tainer from $10.00 to $2 00 after joining the IT. The other
two IT members in Phlladelphxa have a weekly sustainer of
$2.00, and $1.00 respectlvely The average weekly sustain-
of non-IT members in Philadelphia is $9.15. We found this
same pattern of financial boycott on the part of IT mem-
bers to exist around the country,

Participation in Branch Functions. We also found a
general pattern of low. attendance on the part of IT mem-
bers at branch meetings, forums, and other branch func-
tions. In Oakland-Berkeley, no member of the IT had
attended more than 3 out of the last 10 forums, and only
3 IT members had attended any of the 10 forums at all.
In Washington, D.C. IT niembers. averaged an attendance
at less than half of the branch meetings.



SWP Election Campaigns. In Texas, the party is con-
ducting a major campaign to obtain over 50,000 sig-
natures in order to have the SWP placed on the ballot
in the fall elections. The IT members in Houston, Texas,
make up 31.7 percent of the membership, yet they col-
lected only 5.92 percent of the signatures that had been
collected as of June 7. Out of 1119.7 total hours petition-
ing by that date, the IT members together contnbuted a
total of 89.

These are only a few illustrative examples drawn from
a general national pattern of inactivity by the IT in all
aspects of party building that have been decided upon as
priorities by the SWP. This can only be described as a
sy stematic and sustained boycott of party-building activity.

We also examined the IT internal communication of
June 14, 1974, regarding bundles, assigned quotas, and
subscription campaigns for publications of the British
IMG and Canadian RMG. The IT has unilaterally de-
cided to organize its own public sales campaigns for
these publications. They .have not proposed sales cam-
paigns for these publications to the SWP. Political Com-
mittee. Nor is there any mention made of the need to
organize such sales under the direction of the appropriate
SWP bodies, responsible for propaganda work or to or-
ganize sales of the publications of the'American Trotsky-
ist movement.

The Socialist Workers Party has the respons1b111ty and
authority to decide upon the best way to advance the
ideas of Trotskyism in the United ‘States. The SWP has
placed first priority on sales of The Militant and Inter-
national Socialist Review. The IT sales and subscription
campaigns decided upon unilaterally by the IT have no
relation to the campalgns dec1ded upon by the SWP as
a whole.

The same general conclusions can be drawn with re-
gard to the decisions of the IT, as disclosed in the IT
internal newsletter and commumcatxon, for ass1gnment
of personnel. Transfers from one city to another, or as-
signments to one area of work or another are made uni-
Iaterally by the IT. There is no consideration given any-
where in any of these IT documents to the needs of the
SWP in making such asmgnments

The conclusion drayn by the Control Commission is that
the goals and political priorities for activity by members
of the separate IT organization are determined totally
independently of the goals and priorities decided upon
by the SWP.

The Control Commission also notes that party-bulld-
ing activity is not merely a desirable norm. It is a cri-
terion for membership, as defined in Arﬁcle IIL, Section 1
of the SWP constitution: "Every person who accepts the
program of the Party and agrees to submit to its disci-
pline and engage actively in its work shall be eligible
to membership." These responsibilities are spelled out in
more detail in the 1965 resolution codifying the organi-
zational principles of the SWP.

The IT Reects the Discipline of the SWP in Intemal
Matters

The Control Commission has concluded that the in-
ternal documents of the IT and the other evidence in our
possession reveal a consistent patftern of violation of SWP
discipline by the IT. These violations occur in both in-

ternal and external matters, including both mass work
and relations with opponent political groups. The Con-

‘trol Commission notes that this pattern of IT violations
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of SWP discipline has been escalating since the August
1973 convention of the SWP, and has become very blatant
in the past two months. -

The 1965 document on the organizational principles
of the SWP emphasizes that "the party exercises the right to
regulate its internal affairs" {(page 13). The IT has flouted
this democratic centralist principle. Two areas bear special
mention: the conduct of internal political discussion and the
conduct of SWP members in the YSA.

The IT's Secret Internal Political Discussion

In the early 1960s the Robertsonites claimed the un-
conditional right to determine -their own conduct inside
the party. The 1965 SWP resolution reects this claim,
saying that "to grant such demands for special license
to organized minorities would strip the party of the right
to regulate its internal affairs and would undermine its
whole democratic-centralist structure. . . . The party
would become converted into an all-inclusive federation
of ‘autonomous factions; it would degenerate into a po-
litical jungle where perpetual factional warfare prevailed”
(page 15).

The 1965 resolution further states that "the party is
thérefore entitled to organize its internal discussion and
to determine the forms and limits" (page 20). The time,
place, and extent of all internal discussion are determined
by the democratically elected leadership bodies of the
SWP, not by an arbitrary group of individuals within
the party. A faction has the right to circulate drafts of
proposed documents among faction members for the pur-
pose of preparing material for presentation to the party
as a whole. But an organized faction can circulate its
own internal discussion bulletin only on the condition
that it receive the prior approval of the party and'that
its bulletin be made available to the party.

The IT has violated this principle of Leninist organi-
zation. There is even one ¢ontribution to the secret IT
bulletin that affords an ironic commentary on the IT
violation of SWP norms. The article by Carapace, et al.
(appended) voices the opinion that breaking democratic
centralist norms should not be allowed within the IT
"We argue for -a break with the traumatic democratism
inherited from our passage in the SWP .. . a comrade
or a group of comrades, whether they pay for the ma-
terial or not, cannot take it upon themselves to launch
a discussion or a debate or widely circulate documents
without the organization's approval; this is not central-
ism, "it opens the door to chaos and it is absolutely in-
admissiblé (emphasis in the original).

Carapace et al. misunderstand the SWP when they think
that the SWP has failed to note the fact that the IT has
been breaking the democratic centralist norms of the SWP.
In fact, the record shows that the SWP, in order to maxi-
mize the chances for political clarity in the discussion,
has bent over backwards in abstaining from using or-
ganizational measures to deal with the IT's growing pat-
tern of violations of discipline. Many warnings were given
in an attempt to allow the IT a chance to alter its course.

The secret circulation of private internal discussion bul-
letins by the IT has apparently been going on for a long



time. Leaders of the IT, Vincent, Hank Williams, Mitchell,
and Mike Patrick (all pseudonyms), have a contribution
in IT bulletin No. 8, in which they refer to a question
that "was discussed in response to the Gregorich-Passen
split in the 'Jules Verne document' circulated in the PO
[Proletarian Orientation Tendency)." (The relevant section
of the Vincent-Williams-Mitchell-Patrick document is ap-
pended.) The Gregorich-Passen split occurred on October
26, 1972, long before the formation of the IT. The SWP
has never been informed of a "Jules Verne document."
Nor had the SWP been informed by Bill Massey of the
preparations for the Gregorich-Passen split from the SWP.

The formation of the Proletarian Orientation Tendency
was announced openly in the SWP during the 1971 pre-
convention discussion period. The fact that the secret cir-
culation of the "Jules Verne document” is part of the pre-
history of the IT shows that some component of the IT
has been functioning as a secret faction on a permanent
basis. The 1965 SWP resolution points out that "tempo-
rary groupings that arise out of conjunctural political
differences should not be perpetuated regardless of prin-
cipled considerations indicating the need for their disso-
lution. . . . A danger arises that such permanent forma-
tions may degenerate into unprincipled cliques bound
together by personal associations” (page 13).

The unprincipled combinationism that the 1965 reso-
lution warns against is evident in the IT document en-
titted "A Reply to Comrade Massey from Los Angeles"
(appended). The Los Angeles group of the IT, in de-
manding minority representation within the IT, write
"The assertion [by Massey] that the June 10th Tendency
joined the IT on the basis of the platform of the IMT . . .’
is not quite accurate. . . .

"Our views on the role of guenlla warfare in Latin
America were expressed quite clearly in the June 10th
Position Paper (although guardedly, because it was in-
troduced into. the debate with the LTF). In essence we
called for a rejection of the guerillaist strategy implied
in the 9th World Congress resolution on Latin America
(and explicitly repeated in the [IEC Majority] resolution
on Bolivia of Decembér 2, 1972), and for a return to
the Leninist line on the road to power. . . . .

"Furthermore, this resolution was singled out as one
of the planks in the platform of the IMT. A significant
section of the IT is categorically opposed to this line,
but this found no reflection in the delegation to the con-
gress. The plain fact is that the résolution on Latin Amer-
ica at the 9th W.C. was fundamentally wrong on the
question of guerilla warfare, (no matter what else was
right about it), and contributed to the disorientation of
a number of Latin Amencan sectzons" (all emphasis in
the original).

Thus, the Los Angeles IT members assert in the secret
IT discussion that they oppose the line of the IMT on
Bolivia. Nevertheless, when an open vote took place on
the IMT resolution on Bolivia in the Los Angeles branch
of the SWP these comrades voted for the IMT resolution.
- This shows the pernicious effects of unprincipled com-
binationism and secret discussion, as is pointed out in
the 1965 SWP resolution. A faction has no right to con-
duct an internal political, discussion that is kept secret
from the party, and then to bind its members to disci-
pline on political questions when they participate in the
party's internal discussion.

The secret circulation of private internal discussion bul-
letins denies the democratic right of the party membership
as a whole to access to all points of view in arriving
at political decisions, and it sets centrifugal forces into
motion inside the party. The 1965 resolution clearly ex-
plains the implications of such conduct:

"Concentration on private discussions of disputed is-
sues, on the other hand, tends to give the comrades in-
volved a one-sided view and warps their capacity for
objective political judgment. Inexperienced comrades es-
pecially are made the target of such lopsided discussion
methods. The aim is to line them up quickly in a closed
caucus, and prejudice their thinking before they have
heard an open party debate. When dissident views are
introduced into the party in that manner groupings tend
to form and harden, and the dissenting views tend to
assert themselves in disruptive fashion, before the party
as a whole has had a chance to face and act on the is-
sues in dispute” (page 12).

The IT "Intervention Into the YSA"

The activities of SWP members within the Young So-
cialist. Alliance are .guided by the unique relationship be-
tween the two organizations.

The YSA is in fraternal political solidarity with the
SWP; there are many joint activities and comnron inter-
ventions in mass work; the internal discussion bulletins
of the SWP and of the Fourth International are generally
made available to the YSA, upon request of its elected
leadership; YSA members are generally invited to attend
SWP conventions; a representative of the YSA, elected
by the YSA National Executive Committee, sits with vote
on the Political Committee of the SWP.

But the SWP and YSA are independent organizations.
Each determines its own policies by democratic vote of
its own membership. The SWP has no statutory rights
within the YSA and the YSA has no statutory rights with-
in the SWP.

In his letter of June 9, 1974, to the SWP Pohtlcal Com-
mittee, Bill Massey states that "the I. T. has held joint
meetings with SWP ITers and YSA ITers. . . . We have
not- hidden the fact that we hold joint meetings, in fact,
we have informed the Party about it in the past." The
Control Commission notes that it is not sufficient to "in-
form" the SWP of such activity. Such activity by SWP
members must receive authorization from the SWP. The
organizational report adopted by the 1971 SWP conven-
tion reaffirmed the principle, with specific reference to
the YSA, that "party members in all areas of work are
bound by party discipline.”

The record shows that no SWP member in the YSA
has ever been put under SWP discipline not to present
their views concerning questions under dispute in the
world movement when internal discussion has been opened
up in the YSA on these questions by the elected YSA
leadership. Further, in the YSA preconvention discussion
period in 1973, upon the request-of the YSA leadership,
the SWP took the exceptional step of allowing SWP mem-
bers in the YSA to present views contrary to those of
the SWP on questions relating to political perspectives
in the United States. But no authorization has ever been
given to SWP members in the YSA to raise contrary views
at all times and under all circumstances.

Not only is the IT intervention into the YSA by SWP
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members of the IT unauthorized by the SWP but it is
carried out in violation . of YSA dlsclplme as well. The
pattern of IT v101at10ns of SWP discipline already dis-
cussed, as well as that.which follows, are also violations
of YSA discipline. Under no circumstanees.-does the SWP
permit SWP members to violate YSA discipline..
Furthermore, the-extent of the IT's: activity with non-
party YSAers is far greater than "joint meetings."  The
IT newsletter report on-the IT convention establishes that
the IT members in:the YSA who are aot members.of
the SWP and the IT members in the SWP are organized
together into one unitary organization:on all levels." In
fact, the statistics presented. in the IT newsletter . shew
that: more than one-third of the ITers who were present
at the IT convention were not members. of the SWP. This
violates the most elementary principles of democratic cen-
tralism guiding the relationship between the SWP and YSA.

The IT Rejects SWP Discipline in External Work

The IT "security policy” also applies to its external
work. The formulations in the IT docurreénts with regard
to external work are‘editeéd for "sécurity” vis @ vis the
SWP, 'to hide the IT policy of violating SWP discipline.
Nevertheless, a reading of the IT's mternal docurnents
makes the facts clear.

* The -article by Berta- Langston and Bob Langston quotes
from the Hank Williams (Bill Massey) document to prove
that the policy of the IT is to put itself forward in pub-
lic as an independent entity. The Williams document states
that "our major thrust must be carefully" drawmg up a
line for the party to implement in specific situations, and
then showing how it should- be carried out. ‘More can
be shown with actions’ than words: Thls will force us
to' start thinking in motion rather than in posmon Work-
ing out a line and putting ' it into practice is better than
talking ‘about it only." The Williams  document states,
concerning groups outside the SWP, ‘that the IT must
work with them."

Berta Langston and Bob Langston also emphasized that
there 'is a "lack, anywhere in the [Williams] document,
of-any ‘specification that when we carry out ‘thoseactions
that speak louder than words, those:actions should be
carried out under the supervision of the appropriate lead-
ing bodies of-the SWP and YSA." They ¢oncluded that
the line of the IT "would lead not merely to instances
but to patterns of organizational indiscipline in regard
to the party and YSA:" And théy ‘stated that "the com-
rades of the ITPC [IT Political Committee]: are project-
ing a line the logic of which is prec1se1y to buxld a rival
organization to the SWP."

- The documentary material of the IT itself shows clearly
that these conclusions by Berta Langston and Bob Lang-
ston are accurate.”

We note further that the Estreugal-Rahdnik document
states ‘that "many comrades of the IT have been invited
over the years to give classes, participaté in discussion
groups outside the party, help build united front actions,
etc. We will continue to- do thése very same® things; and
if- the SWP leadership attempts to prevent us from doing
contact work, they will be in direct violation of the agree-
ments reached at the Tenth World €Congress, 'and the is-
sue can be fought out on that basis." Estreugal and Rahd-
nik feel that the "agreements" reached at the World Con:-
gress release them from any obligation to conduét public

work under the supervision of the SWP. Accordingly,
they argue for loosening the IT "sécurity policy” in this
regard: "There is no need to engage in such activity fur-
tively or feel that we may be violating security.”

' The IT newsletter of June 6, 1974, states that the trade-

‘union resolution was passed unanimously by the IT na-

tional convention. One passage in that resolution is as
follows: "The fact that we are in the SWP automatically
poses the question of ‘what to do with potential recruits
that we are able to draw around us. . .. if the potent1a1
recruits find joining ‘the SWP an unmvltmg ‘alternative
then we have the duty to help sustain their interest in
the politics of the ‘Fourth International through a va-
rlety of means lncludmg study classes, reading programs,
action interventions, and social functions (tavern raps,
dinners, parties, etc.). It is entirely possxble that concen—
trations of potent1a1 recruits may desire to coalesce in
some organizational form.” (The relevant section of the

’ IT trade-umon resolution i 1s appended.)

Thus, the IT policy is to build groups in the labor

‘movement behind the back of the SWP.

The Control Commiission feels that the IT documents,
in themselves, are sufficient to prove that it is IT policy
to violate the discipline of the SWP in public work. There

‘are three aspects of this policy to note in particular: (1.)

It is IT policy to carry out its own public activities and
public mterventlons in mass work regardless of decisions
by the SWP unit in chargé of such activities. (2.) It is
IT policy to carry out unauthorized work- with groups
outside the SWP. (8.) It is IT policy to construct its own
groups in the mass movement behmd the back of the
SWP.

Our investigation has also uncovered specific instances
showing how the IT applies its policy of violating SWP
discip]ine in pﬁblic work.

‘

The May 11, 1974, Actzonsand Other Examples _

'In his letter of June 9, 1974, to the SWP Political Com-
mittee, Bill Massey acknowledges the responmblhty of the
IT leadership for the public IT intervention on the Chile
sohdanty demonstratwns that occurred:on the weekend
of May 11, 1974. In their remarks to the National Com-
mittee on June 23, 1974 (appended), Bill Massey and
John Barzman reiterated this position. Bill Massey stated,
"there is no facts in dispute, or it hasn't been brought
out, since we've taken the position that we've done what
you have charged that we have done, we admit that and
take responsibility for it, we dont promise to discontinue
it at all.” .

"Our review of the ,documentation concerning the inci-
dents of May 11 shows that the essential facts are these:
(1.) The various local units of the SWP declded upon
a certain tactical course.of action on these Chile soli-
darity demonstrations. (2.) The IT was present during
these - discussions in- most branches and was. aware of
the SWP policy on these demonstrations. (3.) The IT
had proposed an alternative tactical course of action in
some local units of the SWP, the IT proposals were dis-
cussed, and the IT proposals were rejetted. (4.): The IT
did not appeal these decisions to higher bodies of the
SWP. (5.) The IT, acting in a .coordinated, uniform way
on a national scale, carried out in public the tactical
course of action that had been rejected. For the most
part this public intervention by the IT consisted of selling
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the Old Mole, newspaper of the Canadian RMG, or dis-
tributing the September 1973 statement of the United Sec-
retariat on Chile rather than carrying out the assignments
that they had been given by the local units of the SWP.

In his letter of June 9, Bill Massey offers the follow-
ing justification for the IT rejection of SWP. discipline
in public activity: "Our comrades have the right to sell
the press of the International and they have the right
to hand out the statements of the F.I. We would prefer
that the Party implement that line in its own tactical form,
but if the Party refuses to do this, then we will, without
shirking other assignments, continue defending the line
of the Fourth International. We acknowledge having done
it on May 11th and we promise to do it again when the
need arises.”

We note two things about this argument.

1. It does not describe the real position of the IT. The
secret IT documents show that the IT has a general policy
of carrying out its own activity in public, regardless of
whether it is authorized by the SWP or not, and this gen-
eral policy of unauthorized public activity by the IT is
not limited to cases like Chile work, in which the IT has
a political difference with the SWP. (We also note that
no elected leadership body of the Fourth International
has ever objected to the tactics of the SWP in carrying
out Chile work.)

There are reports in the f11es we examined  that show
that the IT carries out its own independent public inter-
ventions in cases where there is no disagreement on politi-
cal line in the world Trotskyist movement. We append
one such report, a letter dated June 16, 1974, from Pat
Grogan of the Chicago SWP branch to the SWP national
office. Her letter indicates that on the day concerned mem-
bers of the IT refused to carry out their assignments de-
cided upon by the branch, and instead carried out the un-
authorized assignments that they had been given in the
IT. This violation of SWP discipline included an inde-
pendent IT intervention in a rally on behalf of Soviet
dissidents. We note that on April 20, 1974, the United
Secretariat discussed work on behalf of Soviet dissidents
and agreed unanimously on how to conduct this work.

. Thus we conclude that the policy of the IT has nothing
to do with its argument that it is necessary for the IT
to carry out the line of the majority of the Fourth In-
ternational.

This argument is simply part of the IT's "security pohcy
used to provide cover for its unauthorized public activity,
and its rejection of SWP discipline in public activity.

2. The argument is wrong on the face of it. There are
no grounds whatsoever to allow any individual or group
of individuals to take it upon themselves to decide when,
where and how to implement policy. In fact, the IT ac-
tions are not only in violation of the constitution and or-
ganizational principles of the SWP, but they are also in
contradiction with the statutes and organizational prin-
ciples of the Fourth International.

The statutes of the Fourth International state the fol-
lowing:

Article 31: "National sectmns exercise Jurlsdlctlon within
their own countries. . . . National sections exercise dis-
ciplinary powers over their own members."

Article 15: "In no case has it {the IEC] the power to
alter the majority rule of a regularly elected leadership
of a national section." (International Information Bul-
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letin, January 1969, part 1, pp. 11, 8).

Not even the IEC has the right to do what the IT ar-
rogates to itself!

The IT argument is also in contradiction with the IMT
Political Resolution adopted by the 1974 World Congress,
which the IT says it supports. That resolution states:
"The task of the center cannot consist of making authori-
tative decisions about the tactics of national sections; this
is forbidden by the International's statutes.”"

The article by Berta Langston and Bob Langston also
shows up the falsity of the argument raised by the IT:
"As far as we know, however, fo appeal to the [World]
Congress to justify such. activities is incorrect. As far
as we know, there is nothing in any document adopted
by the Congress that would confer on a grouping within
a section the authority to carry. out any line in the name
of the International; nor is there, as far as we know, any-
thing in any document that prescribes any tactical line
for the United States in carrying out the political line of
the FL." (emphasis in original)

If permitted to continue, the actions of the IT would
result in the total breakdown of the authority of the units
of the SWP. Democratic centralism would be thrown over-
board.

The IT Violates SWP Discipline in Work With Groups
Outside the SWP

The internal documents of the IT show that it is the
policy of the IT to carry out its own independent politi-
cal work with outside groups behind the back of the SWP.
This is a very serious violation of SWP discipline; all
work with outside political groups, especially work  in-
volving opponent groups must be carried out under the
close and direct supervision of the SWP. Full informa-
tion on all such activities must be provided to the SWP
units responsible for such work.

The Control Commission has concrete evidence of IT
violations of SWP discipline in this area. This includes
not only instances of unauthorized political work with
outside political groups, but also instances of IT work
with such groups in direct violation of decisions against
such activity by local SWP units. We append evidence that
shows the following:

® Unauthorized IT intervention in the national con-
ference of the Attica Brigade, a Maoist opponent group.

® Unauthorized IT work with the Puerto Rican So-
cialist Party of New York.

® Unauthorized work in the Stalinist-dominated Emer-
gency Committee to Defend Democracy in Chile in San
Jose, California.

® Unauthorized work with the Revolutionary Marx-
ist Collective in San Francisco and Oakland-Berkeley.
This includes unauthorized participation in a closed study
circle of the RMC by a member of the IT.

® Unauthorized work with various opponent groups
in Minneapolis.

® Unauthorized work with various opponent groups
in Madison, Wisconsin.

® Unauthorized work with the Baltimore Marxist Group
and Chile Resistance Committee. k

Attendance at IT National Convention by a Non-
Member of Either the SWPor YSA
We append a report showing that a person from the



Washington, D. C., area who is not a member of either
the SWP or the YSA or of any section or sympathizing
organization of the Fourth International attended the na-
tional convention of the IT. This was in complete viola-
tion of the organizational norms of functioning by party
members. This person was present during discussion on
how the IT planned to intervene in the SWP and YSA!
Furthermore, the Washington, D. C., branch of the SWP
has never at any time decided to give internal SWP bul-
letins to this person, or even to inform him about the
internal debate in the world Trotskyist movement. Nor
has it ever been proposed in the branch to do so. Yet
he was made familiar with the internal discussion in the
SWP and the Fourth International '

This person was also made familiar with the secret
documents of the IT. In them he could read various state-
ments attacking the SWP such as those in the Williams
document that the SWP is "deadly sick" and that its cadre
"are politically incapable of either understanding or put-
ting into practice a revolutionary line." He could read
in the Carapace, et al. document a description of the SWP
and YSA as the "the SWP sect and its bastard offspring.”
A perusal of the IT internal documents will show many
other similar statements.

The IT Is a Rival Party to the SWP

The documents of the IT provide overwhelming proof
that the IT is a separate party organization operating
both within the SWP and outside the SWP. It has its own
highly organized and centralized independent party struc-
ture functioning on all levels. It has its own party dis-
cipline that supersedes SWP discipline. It determines its
own areas of external activity, independent of and in
violation of SWP decisions concerning external work. Ex-
cept for payment of dues (not financial ‘sustainers), it
violates every criterion of membership in the SWP, as
defined in the conshtuhon and organizational principles
of the party. :

In their resignation document, Berta Langston and Bob
Langston stated that the logic of the IT line was "pre-
cisely to build a rival organization to the SWP." The docu-
ments of the IT clearly show that this logic has been
carried out to its conclusion.

The IT party writes off the SWP. Berta Langston and
Bob Langston quoted from the Hank Williams (Bill Mas-
sey) document giving the IT estimate of the SWP. The
SWP is described as having a "petty bourgeois methodol-
ogy" and "the methodology of a right wing opportunist
sect." The SWP is judged "deadly sick,” and it is conclud-
ed as "an objective fact that the cadre of this party are
politically incapable of either understanding or putting
into practice a revolutionary line."

The above statements of the IT are not those of a group
that is loyal to the Socialist Workers Party, and that
sees the SWP as the nucleus of the mass revolutionary
Marxist party that must be built. They are not the state-
ments of a loyal minority that has confidence in the cadre
of the party and that seeks to convince the majority
through force of argument, and that pitches in to help
build the party while retaining dissident views.

The 1965 SWP resolution pointed out that party loyalty
is at the very foundation of membership:

"To begin with, loyalty is far more than an abstract
idea; it is a standard of political conduct. The party's
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whole democratic-centralist structure is founded on the
rock of organizational loyalty. Without loyal members
the party, as a voluntary organization, would have no
basis upon which to maintain the necessary discipline
in carrying out its revolutionary tasks. Disloyal people
don't believe in the party, they won't pitch in selflessly
to help build it, and they will resist and evade discipline.
That is why the organizational resolution adopted at
the SWP's founding convention specified that unconditional
loyalty to the party is required of every member” (page
10).

Far from seeing the SWP as the nucleus of the mass
revolutionary Marxist party in the United States, the IT
assigns that role solely to itself. As Berta Langston and
Bob Langston explained, the IT sees itself as "an or-
ganized grouping esser{tlally independent of the SWP and
linked to the FI as the nucleus of its 'future' and 'true'
section in the United States." The Williams document, as
amended by Estreugal-Rahdnik also states that the IT is
the "nucleus of the future section of the Fourth Interna-
tional in the United States." The IT newsletter report on
the IT national convention states that "the section of the
Rahdnik-Estreugal amendments on the nature of the SWP
were passed as the beginnings of a dlscusswn within the
IMT."

Berta Langston and Bob Langston said that "the logic
of the ITPC's position is that the IT, defining itself as the
nucleus of a section in the U.S., would begin to combine
the exercise of political leadership of groupings outside
the SWP and YSA with an entry tactic inside the SWP
and YSA." o

The IT convention decided that its members in the SWP
should retain nominal membership for the moment. The
IT documents make it clear that this is a tactical decision,
and that the IT is prepared to split formally whenever
it sees fit. There is evidently a dispute over this tactic,
with several IT members urging an immediate open
split. The IT newsletter report on the IT convention states
that "the objective reality of our existence within the
SWP/YSA conflicts in some cases with our subjective de-
sires." The Alexander position, as reported in the IT news-
letter, calls for the speedy withdrawal of the IT from the
SWP and the formation of ah open organization. It is ex-
pressed in the "restricted” document, entitled "Unless We
Believe the SWP To Be Reformable...." The Rico 'docu-
ment (appended), written in April, calls for "preparation
for a sovereign body in the next 3-5 months."

The Carapace, et al. document, signed by a section of
the IT leadership, also argues for the quick, open-split
position, prefacing their remarks by saying that "we have
weighed our words carefully." They state early in their
document that "the transformation of the tendency into a
revolutionary organization has been correctly recognized
by the SC [Steering Committee] to be the number one
item on the agenda.” Later they add, "we must prepare
the rest of the International and the revolutionary move-
ment at large for what is going to happen. . . it must be
clear that we are preparing ourselves and by taking our
first steps toward acting as if we were an independent
organization we are quite cortectly movmg across the
Rubicon.” ’

The documents of the IT show that it has, in fact, cross-
ed the Rubicon. It has consummated a split. It is a sep-
arate, rival party to the SWP.



PART III

The Problem of Complicity of Some Leaders of the Fourth
International in the IT Split

The evidence contained in the internal documents of
the IT establishes the complicity of a section of the elected
leadership of the Fourth International in the decision by
the IT to split from the SWP and form an independent
party. The leadership of the IMT (International Majority
Tendency), which includes elected leaders of the Fourth
International, was fully aware of the evolution of the IT,
had access to its internal discussion documents that had
been kept secret from the SWP, participated in the discus-
sions about IT split policy; yet it never, at any time, in-
formed either the elected leadership of the SWP or any of
the elected leadership bodies of the Fourth International
about the splitting course that was being undertaken by
the IT. Documentary evidence proving this is contained
in the IT newsletter of June 6 and the internal communi-
cation of June 14.

In addition to the IMT Steering Committee, an IMT
international leadership body w}hose composition has not
been revealed to the Fourth International, these documents
show that there are other elements to the IMT structure.

Below the IMT Steering Committee there is an IMT
Bureau and an Enlarged IMT Bureau. Below this, there
is at least one regional body, the North American Bureau
(NAB). The North American Bureau is not a body of the
Fourth International, but of the IMT. In fact, the existence
of a "North American Bureau” has up until now been kept
secret from the SWP and the International as a whole.
The membership of the IMT. Bureau and the Enlarged
IMT Bureau has also been kept secret.

According to the IT newsletter, the North American Bu-
reau is attended by "comrades from the North American
sections' (emphasis added). The IT internal communica-
tion of June 14 speaks of the Old Mole as "the paper of
the Canadian section of the IMT" (emphasis added). These
sections are not recognized bodies of the Fourth Inter-
national. We note that in Canada the section of the Fourth
International is the LSA/LSO, and that in the United
States, where affiliation to the Fourth International is
prohibited by reactionary legislation, the SWP isconsidered
to be the only organized expression of the Trotskyist
movement. .

We also note that the internal IT document entitled
"A Reply to Comrade Massey From Los Angeles" speaks
of "the IEC of the IMT."

All of these statements indicate the existence of a secret
parallel international apparatus, different from that of the
recognized and duly elected bodies of the Fourth Inter-
national.

The leadership bodies of this parallel international ap-
paratus conducted discussions about the IT split policy
prior to the IT convention. The IT newsletter reports that
prior to the IT convention there was a meeting of the NAB,
attended by "comrades from the North American sections"
and also a "representative of the IMT Bureau." Discussion
took place "on perspectives for the building of a section
in the United States” and on the upcoming IT conven-
tion. After this meeting, the same questions were discussed
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in the Enlarged IMT Bureau. Hank Williams (Bill Mas-
sey), who attends meetings of the IEC of the Fourth In-
ternational as a fraternal observer, was present at this
meeting.

The IT newsletter also tells of the existence of a "full
IMT Bureau report on the American situation, the SWP,
and the perspectives of the IT." This report was presented
in its entirety at the IT national conference. The SWP
has never seen this report nor been informed of its exis-
tence.

After the IT national convention, another meeting of
the North American Bureau was scheduled. According
to the IT internal communication of June 14, this meet-
ing has been set for July 15, 16, 17. The communication
gives the tour schedule of a representative from the IMT
Bureau, who will tour the U.S. for the IT prior to the
NAB meeting. It is the same comrade who attended the
June plenum of the SWP National Committee. This com-
rade is a member of the United Secretariat of the Fourth
International.

Thus, the IMT leaders not only participated in discus-
sions with the IT prior to the IT split convention, but
they retain their relations with the IT after the split was
consummated at the IT convéntion.

Furthermoreé, we note that this parallel international ap-
paratus attempts to impose discipline on the supporters
of the IMT within the SWP. The IT newsletter says that
at the meeting. of the Enlarged IMT Bureau a motion
was passed saying that "members of the SWP and YSA
who support the IMT must join or rejoin (in the case
of 9 comrades who recently resigned) the IT." Not only
does this motion indicate that discipline is imposed, but
it is an instruction to members of the SWP to violate
SWP discipline by accepting non-SWP members of the YSA
as members of the IT.

Finally, we note the reports in the IT newsletter about
political differences inside the IMT Bureau concerning
the evaluation of the SWP. Whereas the Williams [Massey]
leadership of the IT writes off the SWP, the majority of
the IMT Bureau thinks that the Williams document "in-
correctly viewed the degenerative process of the SWP as
completed.” The IMT Bureau requested the IT to cancel
its convention; the request was rejected by the IT. And
still not a word about this was said to the elected leader-
ship’ bodies of the SWP or of the Fourth International.

The RMG representatives present at the IT convention
expressed agreement with the IT position in this internal

-dispute. They called for active collaboration between the IT

and RMG in "the struggle within the IMT to break it of
illusions concerning the SWP."

Further information is required to establish the full
extent of the collaboration of leaders of the Fourth In-
ternational in the split of the IT from the Socialist Work-
ers Party. But since the jurisdiction of this Control Com-
misgion is limited to SWP members, we do not have the
power to investigate this aspect of the case.



LETTER SENT FROM THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE

TO ALL MEMBERS--July 4, 1974

July 4, 1974

‘TO ALL MEMBERS

Dear Comrades,

5

At its July 1, 1974 fheeting, after careful consideration
of the documenta.ty material gathered by the Control Comi-
m15810n of the Socialist Workers Party and n’lade avatlable to,

‘the NEC upon our request by the SWP Political Committee,
- the National Executive, Committee of the.Young Sogialist
Alhance passed th& follomng motion:

PRI

"That the Intemanonahst Tendenc;t § status-as a’ sep- :

arate, ‘rival organiZation to’the YSA be recognized and that:
‘members of this tival orgamz‘ation be iriformed that this -
" status piaces them outs1de the ‘consntuuonal provisions for
membershlp in the Young Socmhst A111ance.“r

.. In compliance with this motion, each-logal is instructed

AR NEE I 7

) tletter.

: York. N. Y. 10014, o ...

to remove from its rolls as of this date all known members of
the Internationalist Teudency party listed in the enclosed

" All political relations with membersof the. lhternation-
! " alist Tendency party must now be catried out under the -~
di‘recnon of the appropnate elected bodies of the YSA .

_ Please read this letter to the next Tocal meetmg and
call it to the attentton of all members The full report of

) the SWP Control Commission is avatlable Io all YSA mem-

bers from the SWP National Office, 14. Charles Lane. New

Comradely,
Vv g/Andrew Pulley
R National Chairman,
" . for the YSA National
Executive Committee

| LETTER SENT FROM THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF. THE YOUNG SOGIALIST ALLIANCE.

“FO- ALL KNOWN: MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONALIST TENDENCY PARTY--July 4, 19.74

L T nygens

it

TO ALL KNOWN MEMBERS OF 'I‘!:‘IE ]NTBRNATIQNALIST :

. TENDENCY PARTY - - - . o

: -/' A list of 70 names is omitted /7 .

o ; ‘ et o0y

Dear Comrades, o

2

_ On July 4, 1974 t'he N‘auonal Executrbe Committee of !
. the Young chmhst Alhance Rassed the followmg motwn. ‘

2 ’I'hat the: Internat_ion/_a_liﬂst Tende_nci"s statu; as a sjep-_
" arate, rival organizationto the YSA:be recognized and that
members of this rival organization be informed that this

" ec: Al )Y‘SAﬁlocayla and atffarge:rﬁerﬁbers ‘

i status places them outstde the consntunonal provu'tons. fdr
_ membershlp in the Young Sociahst Alliance, ™ ,

PR

“The NEC has instructed each local to reregister fts

' Vmembershlp by removmg “from its rolls as of this ddte all

known members of the Internattonahst Tendency party Itsted

' above. The. Nauonal Office of the YSA has removed all
: at-large members of the Interaattonahst Tendency party
: from;tsrolls N T SRS VEL S

* ¢ Fraternally,.:

s/- Andrevi.Pulley -
National Chairman,
for the YSA National
'Exeoﬂﬁve’&:o’nﬁnittee S

E MOTIONAADGPTED';BY THE NATIONAL COMMH'TEE OF  THE YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE--July 5, 1974 - «~ -

‘Motion: ‘The Nitional Cominittee of the Young Sotiatist
‘Alliance comimends and uphoids the Jiily 4, 1974, motion of
the National Execunve Comrntttee recogruzmg the Inter-
nauonahst Tendency s status as a separate, r1va1 orgamza- )

PR B4 -1 Y e

¥

[

tion and 1nformmg rnembers of the Internauonalist Tend-

" ency’ party “that this status places them outside the i con-
stitutional prov1s10ns for rnembershlp in the Young Sociahst
',;'.'.:A111ance. -



[ On May;T 31, 1974, four YSA leaders, Geoff Mirelowitz,
Delpfine Welch, Andrew Pulley, and Malik Miah, issued a
call for the formation of a YSA Majority Faction, °

[__ On June 17, the YSA National Executive Committee
received a letter from IT member Cathy Matson enclosing a

document entitled, "In Reply to the Call for a YSA Majority
Faction, "

/"These two documents are printed below for the in-
forrnauon of YSA members, / ./

DECLARATION OF THE YSA MAJORITY FACTION--May 31, 1974

This declaration initiates the Young Socialist Alliance
Majority Faction, An exceptional measure of this nature is
necessitated by nationally-coordinated violations of the YSA
discipline by members of the YSA " Internationalist Tend-
dency" (IT), In order to understand this decision, it is
helpful to review how this new situation has developed,

The YSA's Tradition of Democratic Discussion ;

In prepération’ for the December 1973 YSA convention
in Chicago, the YSA carried out the most extensive politi-
cal discussion in our 14-year history. Eleven printed pre-
convention discussion bulletins were distributed to all YSA
members, containing 72 different contributions on the is-
sues facing the YSA and the international Trotskyist move-
ment, Every issue of the International Internal Discussion
Bulletin, the Socialist Workers Party Diépussion Bulletin
and the Internal Information Bulletin were made available
to all YSA members, '

In addition to the weekly discussions and debates in
YSA locals preceding the convention, the YSA National =~
Executive Committee (NEC) organized a special national
tour of 21 different cities for international representauves of
both the Intemational Executive Committee Majority Tend-
ency and the Leninist- Trotskyist Faction of the Fourth
International,

At the end of the YSA's three-month precéhvention
discussion period, all locals elected convention delegates
on the basis of the platform of either the outgoing NEC ‘or
the IT. The overwhelming majority of YSA members voted
for the positions of the NEC; seven percent of the member-
ship voted for the positions of the IT, 4

To ensure the fullest possible clarity on the issues in
dispute, the convention delegates granted representatives of
the IT equal time to the NEC reporters on every political
question on the agenda -~ a generous amount of time con-
51der1ng the numerical size of the IT, The delegates also
chose to grant the IT proportional representation on the in-
coming YSA National Committee.

In the period following the December 1973 YSA con-
vention, IT members were elected to local executive
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committees in Berkeley, San Francisco, Madison, Chicago,
Houston, Washington D, C,” and other cities, In February
the NEC further demonstrated its willingness to include the
IT in all YSA activities by financing the trip to the World
Congress, of an IT member who was part of the YSA's small
leaderstiip delegation that observed the gathermg

ng 11 Violations of Disciplin_e by the IT

During the May 11, 1974, demonstrations in defense
of Chilean political prisoners, IT members openly flaunted
the democratically-arrived at decisions of YSA locals,
Because of the.actions of IT members, two Eblic faces of
the YSA were presented to participants in the demonstrations,

On the one héﬁd_; YSA locals voted that the political

_participation-of all YSA members in the demonstrations

would be through building the United States Committee for
Justice to Latin American Political Prisoners (USLA),
carrying banners and signs in support of the demands raised
by USLA, handing out USLA materials, as well as through
organizing, sales of The Militant and Young Socialist. and

.distributing SWP election campaign materials,

On the other hand, IT members decided behind the
backs of YSA locals to carry out different political activity:
sales of the Canadian Old Mole newspaper and distribution
of the September 19, 1973, statement by the United
Secretariat of the Fourth International on the coup in Chile,

. The issue raised by the actions of the IT has nething to
do with the political content of the materials distributed by
the IT. The issue is the right of the YSA to decide on the
political activities of all its members, This has been our

_tradition ever since the Bolshevik concept of membership.
- in a democratic-centralist organization was spelled out in

1903, This has been a basic principle of the YSA since its
founding in 1960,

Unilateral public interventions by YSA IT members
occurred in New York City, Washington D, C,, Minneapolis
and Chicago, Prior to, during and after the weekend of the
May 11 actions, YSA IT members in Houston, Portland, .

St. Louis, Madison and Ann Arbor carried out unilateral
and unauthorized sales of the Old Mole or distribution of



the September United Secretariat statement on Chile.

In addition, members of the -Socialist Workers Party
"Internationalist Tendency" conducted identical breaches
of SWP discipline in other cities where there were no YSA
IT members. In fact, wherever possible the IT functions
as a single disciplined faction of both YSA and SWP mem-
bers, carrying out common public activities in violation of
the decisions of both the YSA and the SWP,

The crudest breach of discipline by YSA IT members
~was carried out in Washington D,C. In this case, the IT

proposed a motion to reprint and distribute the United
Secretariat statement, The Washmgton D, C, local then

decided on other priorities for its intervention At the May 11
demonstration and pointed out that the United Secretariat
statement would be available in a back issue of Intercon-

ANy
tinental Press at the YSA's literature table for the May 11
action, Despite the democratic vote by the local, copies
of the United Secretariat statement. were distributed by TT
members at the demonstration,

In Houston, IT members aré circulating their own-
bulletin and other materials to s€lected YSA members,
without informing the NEC or requesting approval for such
actions. - This is in clear violation of the right of the YSA
as a whole to have its constitutionally-elected leadership
bodies organize and control the YSA's internal bulletin and
guarantee that such materials are made equally" avallable to
ail YSA members in a democranc manner.

The actions by the IT violate the YSA Constitution and
therights of the membership as a whole. - Like all other
YSA members,  IT supporters have the right to appeal any
decisions or policies they disagree with to the highest bodies
of the YSA, but until such decisions are changed, all
members are obligated to carry out the democrancally-
‘arrived at decisions of the majority.

Such indisciplined actions are incompatible .with YSA
membership. If any individual or group of comrades can
decide unilaterally on their own political activity and if
the deeisions of the YSA units of orgénization~'are not bind-
ing on-all members, the YSA's ability to act a& a central-
ized: fighting organization is destroyed. It would turn the
YSA into a public federation of warring factions, tendencies
and cliques, The majority would be unable to speak in the
name of the organization, and the YSA's abflity to function
in a disciplined manner would be crippled, ‘ '

To justify their actions, some IT members have argued
that because they are in ideological agreement with the
“International Majority Tendency" (IMT) of the Fourth
International, they therefore have the right to determine
the tactics to be followed by-the YSA in this country.

This argument is 4 mockery-of Leninist concepts of -
democratic-centralisn, In fact, the Political Resolution
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submitted by the IMT and adopted by the February World

Congress states: . " The task of the [internationa_ﬂ center

cannot consist of making authoritative decisions about the
tactics of national sections; this is forbidden by the Inter-
national's statutes. "

Wﬁy a Majority Faction is Neceséa\ﬂ

Prior to these most recent events, supporters of the de-

- cisionsof the December-1973 YSA convention saw no need

to organize a majority tendency or faction, The YSA,

however, is now facing a unique situation in the history of
factional disputes within our organization: ‘that is, the

existence of a minority "tendency” that insists upon its
“nght to carry out unilateral pubhc activities in flagrant
disregard for the democrancally- arrived at decxsmns of the
majority, -

In order to forestall any possible disruptions of the
YSA's day-to-day activities, it'is now crucial for the YSA'
majority to organize itself into a disciplined faction forma-
tion, Majority supporters must be able to meet to discuss
on both a local and national level the questions raised by
the IT's actions, "Local and national consultation is ab-
solutely necessary to deal with this problem. '

“The National Executive Committee, the elected
leadership of the YSA, has already referred the question
of the May 11 violations of YSA discipline by IT members
to the upcoming plenum of the YSA National Committee
which will meet on July 4-7, 1974. ‘

Platform of the YSA Majority Faction -

The YSA Majority Faction platform is: 1) Support for
the general tine of the YSA NEC Political Resolution adopted
by the December 1973 YSA convention; and 2) Support for
carrying out the provisions of the YSA Constitution.

MajorigLFaction Functioning

The Ma]onty Faction will elect a steering committee
empowered toact in the name of the faction at a facuon
meeting to be held ptior to the July 4-7, 1974, YSA
plenum. Until that time the initiators of the Majority
Faction will function as an interim steering committee,
empowered to act in the name of the faction,

Members of the Majority Faction are required to ob-
serve faction discipline within the framework of the platform
listed above, Majority Faction discipline does not transcend
the discipline of the YSA; the faction is being established in
order to help ensure that YSA discipline is observed.

Members of the Majority Faction must conduct them-
selves in a completely loyal manner to the YSA, main-
taining their YSA-building activities in an exemplary way.



Financial contributions to the Majority Faction must not
entail the lowering of the member's current regular YSA
sustainer,

Hov.} io Join the"Majority Faction

All YSA mernbers who agree w1th the platfotm and
goals of the Ma;onty Faction should apply to join the
faction, All applications must be approved by the interim
steering commmee., After local caucuses of the Ma]onty

Faction are established, comrades may apply to join,
the faction through its local caucuses, All members of the
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-Majority Faction must mfon'n theu YSA local leadership of
this fact. ' ,

All communications to the YSA Majority Factxon should
‘be addressed to Delpfme Welch,

‘ Sig'ned 'by ‘
Malik Mlah Lower Manhattan YSA Local
‘Geoff Muelownz. Brook‘lyn YSA Local

" Andrew Pulley. Lower Manhattan YSA Local

' Delpfine Welch Brooklyn YSA Local



'IN REPLY ‘TO THE CALL FOR A YSA MAJORITY FACTION- -June 10, 1974

The "YSA Majority Faction” called by four leading mem-

bers of the SWP and the LTF is an attempt to complete the
process of organizationally freezing the IT out.of the politi-
cal life of the YSA. It represents a new escalation of the
war against the International Majority launched by SWP/
LTF leader Barnes at the August 1973 SWP convention,
Like the "Leninist Trotskyist" Facnon, the YSA Majority
Faction is based on a list of alleged orgamzauonal atrocities
committed by the IT, which are meant to serve as a sub-
stitute for a new “Barzman Letter". Like the LTF, the YSA
Majority Faction is based on the most flimsy political
grounds, the multipurpose descriptive YSA NEC Political
Resolution of December 1973, However, while the LTF,
(being a minority in the FI), was based on fighting for
democracy, the YSA Majority Faction, (being a majority

in the YSA), seeks to enforce centralism, a telling illus-
tration of the leadership's double standard of demanding
full democratization in the International while reducing

the democratic rights of the IT to the barest minimum.

The stated reasons for the formation of the faction are
that the IT has engaged in "undisciplined actions incom-
patible with YSA membership." Two sets of such actions
are given: the basic accusation is the generalized selling
of the “Old Mole" and distribution of the statements of the
United Secretariat of the Fourth International by the Inter-
nationalist Tendency; secondly, as an added attraction we
are treated to attacks on what the authors of the YSA
Majority Faction declaration refer to as some of the
"crudest cases” of such actions by the IT in a number of
locals, The accusations contain a number of inaccuracies
and red herrings which we will take up later, and each and
every one of the slanders and charges of indiscipline made
by the YSA leadership (now the leadership of the Majority
Faction) will be soundly answered by the IT. However, the
fundamental premise of these accusations reveals a com-
pletely federalist conception of internationalism. Indeed,
the declaration states that there were two public faces of
the YSA on May 11, This can only mean there was one
based on the civil libertarian line of USLA and the other
based on the Fourth International statement, It would seem
that if the USLA civil libertarian approach was consistent
with the line projected for Chile work in the FI statement
then there would not have been two public faces of the YSA
but one and the same line., If such were the case, there
could be no basis for the charge of indiscipline, In fact,
by stating that the distribution of Fourth International
statements and the selling of "Old Moles"--a newspaper of
the Canadian sympathizing organization of the Fourth
International, the RMG, reflecting the views of the Fourth
International Majority--constituted an act of indiscipline,
i. e., the putting forward of a counter-line or "second face"
the YSA is admitting that its own line stands squarely
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counterposed to that of the Fourth International, It is not
the members of the IT who are guilty of indiscipline, but
the leadership of the YSA who are indisciplined toward the
line of the Fourth International which the YSA orients to
and supports although it cannot be an actual youth orgaru-
zation of the FI because of reactionary legislation. In
handmg out the statements of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International and selling the"Old Mole, " the com-
rades of the IT were merely expressing the democrancally
arrived at positions of the Fourth International. In attempt-
ing to portray this as indisciplined, the YSA leadership it-
self is actually violating the most basic norms of demo-
cratic centralism,

Although the faction call is unclear on this matter,
some members of the LTF, fraternal organization of the
YSA Majority Faction, have attempted to demonstrate that
the YSA and SWP's work through USLA corresponds to a
tactical application of the USFI call for an international
campaign of solidarity with the resistance in Chile. In
order to make this argument, they must accept two
premises which the LTF has so far been understandably
reluctant to accept. The first is that there has been a call
for an international Chile solidarity campaign by the
Fourth International. The second is that this call is
authoritative and requires action by the SWP and YSA,
with due consideration for national tactical applications,
of course. The reason the LTF has not used this argument
is because it knows that its civil libertarian approach can
in no way be construed as an application of a line of open
solidarity as called for by the FI statement. To quote but
a few sentences of the FI statement, "It is necessary now
to build anactive campaign of solidarity throughout the
world in the best traditions of the mobilizations for
Vietnam," There is no excuse for a fundamentally dif-
ferent line in the United States on Chile work as compared
to other countries. In dealing with Vietnam, the FI had
made a valid distinction between belligerent countries
and others. There is no provision in the statement of the
Fourth International for a different approach in those
countries directly involved in Chile, as none of the im-
perialist powers are involved in the way that the United
States was in Vietnam. Further, in the statement we find
unambiguous demands and slogans "For immediate, massive,
and militant solidarity with the Chilean proletariat! Halt
the criminal hand of the assassins! Demand the re-establish-
ment of the Chilean people’s elementary democratic rights!
Demand the immediate release of all political prisoners!
Defend the right of asylum for political refugees from the
other countries of Latin America and their right to travel to
any country of their choice! Extend political and material
aid to the heroic resistance of the Chilean workers!™ Clearly
the basic line here is one of organizing a campaign based on



solidarity with the Chilean working class, In this regard,
the line of the USLA campaign was extremely limited in
nature and the Young Socialist Alliance refused to carry out
its responsibility to the World Trotskyist Movement by im~
plementing the Fourth International's line on Chile soli-
danty work

While the Y$A is an mdependent Trotskylst youth -
orgamzation. it sees itself as fraternally associated to the-
world Trotskyist movement, the Fourth International, and
seeks to aid in the implementation of its campaigns. ‘The-
IT has a view on how the Chile solidarity campaign stiould
be tactically implemented in the USA. But to say as'the
faction declaration does, that "some IT members have -
argued that because they are in ideological agreement with
the International Majority Tendency, they therefore have
the r1ght to determine the tactics to be followed by the -
YSA in this country" is a grotesque 'smokescreen. The IT
never has sought to'impose its'own interpretation of the
solidarity line but has merely asked that the’ sohdanty line
itself be lmplemented wluch is not the case ‘at the present
time. : ’

Meémibers of the YSA are supposed to-carry the line of
the Fourth Intermational at all times dnd in all places; They
can do'this verbally, by sales of the press of the Fourth -
International, or circulating its statements,. Members of °
the IT have nevér refused assignments of the 'YSA, but they
have insisted on their duty to carry the line-of the Fourth
International even if others are incapable of defending it.
This is why members of the IT in Washington, D, C, sold
copies of the “"Old Mole" and handed out Fourth-Inter-
national statements even though their local proved unable
to-do so and instead chose to assign 2/3-of its forces in the
Local:to "Human Kindness Day; " It‘is the policy of the IT
to get out the line of the Fourth International as widety and
as frequently as possible, and the IT will continue to do so,
regardiess of the ¥SA Majority Facnon attempts to distort
the norms of ‘our movement

2" “The fziction"declaration also raises the question of -
Houston, claiming that "IT members are cir'cﬂlatir'fg their-

own bulletin and other materials to selected YSA members, "

In fact, “what is referred to here'is the offering of copies of
the YSA Discussion Bulletin, The “other matefials” con-
sisted in copies of the SWP Discussion Bulletin. Both the
YSA-DB and the SWP-DB are available to’ all YSAers at all
times on requéest, There was no secret about’this and com-
rades of the: IT did not resttiét-their offer to " seteéted YSA
members, but attempted to-make them available as widely
as their means would allow.- This is a standard part of the
education of YSA'ersin the history of the Trotskyist move-
ment, and the fact that this event is thrown in to a faction
declaration just demonstratés the flimsiness of the YSA
Majority Faction's charges of indiscipline.
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ce: USFI

The question arises: why are four members of the LTF

- of-the SWR calling for.a faction in the YSA at this time?

The specific reasons are not yet all clear but we can state
that the basic consideration is the fear of an open political
confrontation with the ideas of the Internationalist Tendency,
At a time when the IT is exposing the YSA's boycott of the
FI Chile solidarity campaign; at a time when the YSA finds
itself incapable of carrying out any of its major tasks and is
retreating in all the major cities into propagandism of the
sect type; at a time when one of the YSA's model parties,
the PST of Argentina, grovels in front of Peron's ministers
and signs joint declarations with bourgeois ministers ap-
provmg measures to forestall civil war, while its own
militants are being gunned down and kidnapped from un-
defended meetings; at a time when the YSA's efforts to
portray itself as guiding the world Trotskyist movement in
the area of youth work 4re collapsing in the face of the
success of the European sections of the FI in this work; at

a time when the YSA's refusal to adopt an orientation to
struggles of the working class is coming more and more into
conflict with the organizational charges and prevent the
necessary ‘political debate ftom ‘takitig place so that the
1eadersh1p can make some riew empirical twists and turns,
This course is detrimental to the intefests of our movement,
It would be entirely in order to demand the immediate es-
tablistiment of a parity commission in the YSA to call an
end to these kinds of slanders and charges and the dynamic
set-forth in the call for the YSA Majority Faction, Down
with the factional discipline that stands in the way of a
united effort to implement the line of the Fourth Inter-
national! Down with the factional discipline that prevents
the political clanflcanon necessary to our movement! For
an immediate par1ty commission to stop the spht course
of the Majority Faction in the YSA.

‘Rich Mitten . ‘
YSA National Committee (New York)

Mark Lause .
Alternate YSA National Committee (St. Louis)

7 ]ohn Holton B
Alternate YSA National Committee (Madlson)

Cathy Matson
YSA IT National Coordinator (Chicago)

~

- IMT . . ‘
- Bill Massey,. IT Coordinator

)



.LETTER TO THE YSA NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

by Mike Leibman and Laura Kreis, Knoxville, Tenn., At-Large

December 3; 1974
To the YSA National Executive Committee
Dear comrades,

Enclosed you will find a motion which we are putting
forward for the coming YSA convention. We would like
both it and this letter to be published in the YSA internal

bullenn, along with a number of items which you have in
your possession, but to which we have no access.,

The expulsion of the Internationalist Tendency from
the YSA was~--1like the simultaneous expulsion of the IT
from the Socialist Workers Party --an inexcusable act of
factional arrogance, If anything, the YSA expulsions were
worse; for, unlike the SWP leaders, the YSA leadership
made not the slightest attempt to provide a documentary
cover for its actions, Apparently not the slightest effort
was made to investigate the actions of the Internationalist
Tendency in the YSA; rather, the SWP leaders made their
decision to boot out the IT and the YSA NEC gamely fol-
lowed suit with an identically phrased expulsion order,

The YSA NEC apparently justifies its actions by ex-
plaining that it did not expel the IT; rather, the IT "split”
and the YSA NEC simply took notice of this event, It
would be kind to call this explanation inadequate; in )
reality, it reduces itself to gibberish. What sort of " split"
is it when the alleged splitters are totally unaware of such
a schism? When for more than a month after the split the
members of the Internationalist Tendency continue to pay
dues and to function on YSA fractions? The history of the
Marxist movement is full of splits; but never before has a
sptit occurred which required a Control Commission to un-
cover,

The ludicrous "split" charge is, in reality, nothing
more than a crude attempt to place the IT outside the
provisions of the YSA Constitution, On this basis, the YSA
NEC felt it to be perfectly in order to ignore whole sections
of the YSA Constitution regarding the right of accused
persons to be given copies of charges in advance, to have
hearings at which the accused can defend themselves and
present counter-evidence, etc, But the attempt to evade
the YSA statutes falls flat on its face, because even charges
of a "split” such as hypothesized (or fabricated) by the NEC
remain just that: charges, Conclusions from the YSA NEC
are not correct just because the NEC makes them; nor is it
sufficient to discuss the charges~--even in detail-~-in a
faction caucus. The crucial right to reply to the charges,

to expose fabrications and distortions, to submit counter=
evidence, is missing, IT supporters on the National
Committee were even excluded from the NC plenum which
"discussed” and confirmed their expulsion, The IT's
appeal for reintegration into the SWP and YSA was not
circulated to the membership and, in several localities,
YSAers were apparently informed that the IT had not
appealed at all, .

‘The purge of the Internationalist Tendency makes the
fate of tl_;e remaining supporters of the International .
Majority Tendency in the YSA very precarious.  Events
subsequent to the expulsion only underline this; in the wake
of the expulsions, for.example, several comrades who .
protested the purge and expressed solidarity with the IT:
were similarly tossed out. Comrade Adam S., a former. .
IMG branch organizer who arrived in the U, S, after the
Control Commission was set.up in the SWP, has been
barred from the SWP and the YSA, We are informed. that
the SWP has decided to reimpose the discipline on. SWPers
in the YSA which was relaxed for the last YSA convention,.
If true, this can only further hamper the ability of IMT
supporters in the YSA to contribute to YSA- discussions at
every level. .

It is.in this context that we submit the enclosed
motion for consideration by the YSA .National Convention,
calling for the full and immediate reintegration of all the
supporters of the Internationalist Tendency who signed.
their appeal. :

For the comrades of the YSA to ]udge fairly on this
issue, certain other documents are also necessary--
documents which the NEC has, but which we do not. We
therefore request that the following items be included with
our letter and motion in the intemal bulletin:

(1) - The reply of the IT to the YSA Majonty Faction
declaration,

(2) The text of the statement of comrade. Peter G, , -
a full member of the YSA National Committee and
comrade Aubin (of the United Secretariat of the
Fourth International) made at the July plenum oppos--
ing the expulsion of the IT comrades,

(3) The appeal of International Tendency supporters
for reintegration into the YSA,

Comrades should also acquaint themselves with a
forthcoming international bulletin which, we are informed,



will contain the reply of the IT to the SWP expulsion docu-
ment and the Protest of the USFI regarding the expulsions,

With Revolutionary Greetings,
s/ Mike Leibman
s/ Laura Kreis

MOTION PRESENTED FOR THE cbeerERATION OF THE YSA NATIONAL CONVENTION

by Mike Leibman and Laura Kreis, Knoxville, Tenn., At-Large

(1) The action taken by the National Executive Committee
(confirmed by the National Cérnmittee) in expelling the
supporters of the Interriationalist Tendency from the _Y:SA
without prior notification of charges, a formal hearing,
opportunity for defense, "or provision for appeal isa v1ola-
tion of the YSA Coanstitution.

(2) At this point, no evidence i_ndi"cates’tha't the Intet-

nationalist Tendency had "spht" from the YSA rather the
evidence 1nd1cates the contrary,

(3) Therefore, the YSA National Convention rescinds the
expulsion of the supporters of the Internationalist Tendency
and authorizes the full and unmedxate reintegration at
every level of all IT supporters ‘who have appealed for
such reintegration. )

December 3, 1974

A BRIEF REPLY TO LAURA KREIS AND MIKE LEIBMAN'S REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL MATERIAL RELATING TO THE

INTERNATIONALIST TENDENCY PARTY SPLIT FROM THE YOU\IG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE

’

by Steve Clark, Lower Manhattan; N, Y. ldcal_

In their letter to the Natirnal Executive Committee,
comrades Laura Kreis and Mike Leibman “request that the .
following items be includec with our- letter and motion in
the internal bulletin:

"(1) The teply of the IT to the YSA Ma;onty Faction
declaration. A

"(2) The text of the statement of comrade Peter G., a
full member of the YSA National Committee and comrade
Aubin (of the United Secretariat of the Fourth lntemational)
made at the July plenum opposmg the expulsion of the IT"
comrades, :

"(3) The appeal of the Internationalist Tendency sup~
porters for reintegration into the YSA."

The reply of the IT to the YSA Majority Faction is-
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available elsewhere in this bulletin as an appendix to the
NEC statement, The Split of the Internationalist Tendency:
An.Assessment in.Light of the Organizational Principles of
the Young Socialist Alliance.

Comrade Aubin did not speak on the question of the IT
during the July National Committee plenum. Comrade
Peter G. has not sub...itted his remarks at the plenum to the
discussion bulletin. -If he does so prior to-the closing of the
bulletin, his remarks will be printed,

A letter to the NEC dated November 10 from IT leader
Cathy Matson, calling for the "reintegration” of the IT with
the YSA, is printed elsewhere in this bulletin as an appendix
to A Reply to the Democratic Centralist Tendency by Steve
Clark and Jose G, Perez,

December 7, 1974



A REPLY TO THE DEMOCRATIC CENTRALIST TENDENCY R

by Steve Clark and Jose G, Perez, Lower Manhattan. N. Y. local

In a contribution to the Young Socialist Discussion Bulle~

tin No, 3, Comrades Kurt T, Hill, Daniel Sabo, and David
Strong announce the formation of the Democratic Centralist
Tendency in order to "obtain a rejection of the July 4, 1974
expulsion of the Internationalist Tendency and to establish a
principled basis for their re-admission-into the YSA, "~ -

The DCT characterizes as " illegei;' the motions adopted

by the National Executive Committee and the National Com-~

mittee recognizing the Intemanonahst Tendency s status as
a seéparate, rival orgamzanon to the YSA.  The comrades
say that "those expelled were not accorded the democratic
rights of accused YSA members as contained in Article IX of
the YSA Consntunon " Furthermore, the comrades argue

that the NEC and NC action " undoubtedly served to aggravate
the already serious divisions within the world Trotskylst move-

ment, and has thus helped to promote the spht dynam1c m '
the Fourth International as a whole

The IT Party Split

One question the DCT document consistently avoids is

the character of the IT grouping; ‘but this is essentialto = 1 -

understanding the actions of the YSA national 1eadersh1p

The comrades of the DCT correctly pomt out that the 146-

page bulletin, Materials Related to the Split of the Inter-.
nationalist Tendency from the Socialist Workers Party

(SWP Internal Information Bulletin No, 6, July 1974), pro-
vides "convincing. evidence of mimerous -acts of indiscipline
and disloyalty by members of thé Masseyite /[ IT 7 grouping
in the. SWPand YSA." However,. the central fact that this
bulletin demonstrates is that the, Internationalist Tepdency .
was a separate, rival organization to the YSA. -The "num-
erous acts of indiscipline: ancPdisloyalty" were sunply a
manrfestatmn of theu spht from the YSA :

The fsplitJBy the IT is established in the Materials bulle-
tin by a wealth of previously secret 1T internal discussion
and information bulletins, These documents establish--in
the IT's own words--that this group had a secret, highly
organized party structure: a national office, national
committee, political commrttee, special commissions,
loeals, local executive committees, local nganlzers. sales
directors, full-time staff, internal discussion bulletins and -
a delegated, decision-making national convention preceded
by preconvention discussion. All of these were kept secret
from the YSA as a whole through the IT's “security policy, "
which included such things as disguised bulletin covers and
the use of false names by IT members, The decisions made
by the IT were binding on all of its members within the
YSA, even when these violated YSA discipline.

_and the SWP as a single unit,
" vention reJected the Estreugal- Rahdnik document as a

Sy -

The "Intemnatjonalist Tendency of the Young Socialist
Alliance" was a fiction: what really existed was a single
IT party which included non-members of the YSA. This
organization adopted and carried out a policy of "inter-

. ventions" into the YSA in addition to autonomous and
‘unauthorized political activities with opponents of the YSA,

The attitude of the IT party to the YSA can be judged
from their secret documents, which generally treat the YSA
Although the IT party con-.

whole, the section dealmg with the nature of the SWP was
approved by ‘the convenuon. There our, movemert is
called a "sect" whose politlcal line " has been on an un-
interrupted nghtward course.” We're ca_l_led a "degenerate
organization™ with a "degenerate line." Other documents
contain even more distasteful charactenzanons, one brands
the YSA as the "bastard offspring" of the "SWP sect, "

Holding such views, the ITers decided to build a
separate, rival organization to both the YSA and the SWP,
The Carapace, et al. document, signed by a section of

. the IT leadership; reports that; “the transformation of the

T tendency into. a-revoliitionary organization has been cor-

rectly recogmzed by the SC /” Steering Comm1ttee_7 to be
the humber-one item on the agenda.” The section of the
Estreugal~Rahdnik document adopted by the IT's national
convention concludes with this political characterization:

" Any hapes of regéneration of the SWP. . . are illusoty.
Ous:tendency in the SWP is the nucleus of the future section
of the .Fourth International in the United. States, ™: -

As the secret IT documents in the Materials collection
show, the IT completed the process-of constituting itself as
a separate, rival organization at its May 25-27 national -
convention, thereby consummatmg a split from the Young
Socialist Atliance.. : ‘ :

vAs one;tactic to carry out their general orientation -of
building-a rival organization, the splitters decided at their
national gathering to maintain formal membership in the
YSA, in order to recruit to their organization at the YSA's
expense, By a‘unanimous vote.of their convention, the
ITers established " a special YSA commission” to carry out
their "intervention into the YSA." A central aspect of this
"intervention" was to be "forays into the region, " through
which the ITers hoped to line up newer, less-experienced
YSA members through one-sided discussions, in violation
of the YSA norm of open, democratic discussions where all
points of view can be aired,



The NEC and NC Procedures

The procedures followed by the National Executive
Committee and approved by the National Committee to
defend the YSA from the IT party’s attempt to raid us were
completely correct from the standpoint of our Leninist norms
and the YSA constitution, ‘

In June 1974, the special fact-finding SWP Control Cbm-
mission investigation of IT violations of SWP discipline was
initiated by a meeting of the SWP National Committee. In
the course of its investigation, the Control Commission ob-
tained copies of the IT documents which showed that the IT
had consummated a split from the SWP, On July 2, this
material was presented to the SWP Political Committee
along with the Control Cémmission's report. Since the
situation revealed in the IT documents affected the YSA, the
YSA's representative on the SWP Political Committee re-
quested that the documents be made available to the YSA
Natioﬁal Executive Committee, and the SWP Political Com-
mittee concurred with this request,

The NEC concluded after studymg the mateual _that
the IT was a separate, rival organization to the YSA. On
July 4, 1974, the NEC passed a motion acknowledging this
and recognizing that this fact placed all IT members out-
side the constitutional provisions for membership in the YSA.

on July 5, the YSA National Com:mttee. the hlghest
decmon-makmg body of the YSA between national con-
ventions, passed a motion to “commend and uphold” the
July 4 NEC action,

No Other Procedure Was Correct

The comrades of the Democratic Centralist Tendency
charge that the NEC "ignored the provisions of the YSA
Constitution and illegally expelled the Internationalist
Tendency as a body!" They argue that the NEC should .
have instead followed the disciplinary procedure ouitlined in
the YSA Constitution, which includes the presentation of
written charges and a trial, V

Such a procedure, however, would have been in- ‘
appropriate and incorrect in this instance. What was |
necessary was not an investigation of specific alleged vio-.
lations of YSA discipline, but a political evaluation of the
IT organization based on the contents of the IT documents
The appropriate body to make such an evaluation was not a
trial committee, but the elected leadership of the YSA.,

A trial proceeding is designed to gather evidence and
establish the facts concerning accusations of particular
violations of YSA discipline by individual members, It
gives an accused member an opportunity to attempt to
demonstrate that the charges are untrue or unsubstantiated.
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A trial committee is a fact-finding body; it has no constitu-
tional powers to take disciplinary action.

If a trial committee. finds that an infraction of
discipline has occurred,. it can recommend.that the appro-
priate YSA units take specific disciplinary steps. But only
the regularly constituted bodies of the YSA--the locals,
the National Executive Committee, the National Com-
mittee and the national conventions--have the power to
take disciplinary action,

. The evidence conceming the IT party was not in dis-
pute, The evidence consisted of the IT documents, and
there was no question as to the authenticity of these docur
ments, The task was not to gather evidence and establish
facts, but rather to evaluate what those documents revealed
about the IT, - This-was a job for the NEC and NC, not a
trial body.

The discovery of the IT party was not like the case of
John Zanellotti, .who was expelled from the YSA in 1972
for being a member of the Workers League.. The DCT .
comrades cite the procedures in the Zanellotti case as
exemplary. When examined more closely, however, the
parallel between the IT party and the Zanellotti case does
not hold up.

Zanellotti was charged with disloyalty to the YSA based
on allegations by several comrades that he was a member of
the Workers League. Had Zanellotti admitted the charge
there would have been no need for a trial, since no evidence
and facts would have been in dispute. The NEC could have
simply removed his name from the YSA membership rolls,
But Zanellotti denied the charge, claiming it wasa- -
“fabrication” designed to drive him out of the YSA for his
dissenting political views,

The NEC constituted itself as a trial body and held a
trial, in order to determine the facts, Although Zanellotti
continued to formally deny the charge, - during the course
of the trial he solidarized himself with the Workers League,
describing it as the revolutionary party and agreeing with..
the Workers League position that the YSA is a reformist -
organization that should be "smashed. " These statements
by Zanellotti corroborated the allegations of the comrades
who had reported that he was a Workers League -agent in the
YSA, and exposed as false his formal denial of membership
in the Workers League. Based on this information, the NEC
found him guilty and expelled him from the YSA., The
National Committee and national convention upheld
Zanellotti's expulsion, /~See Appendix for NEC documents
on the Zanellotti case_,?

However, the situation with the IT was totally different.
No one could claim that the IT documents were fabricated,
nor did the splitters try to hide their membership in the IT,



There was no need for a trial body to establish these key
facts. Moreover, the motion passed by the NEC wasnot a-
disciplinary action, that is, an action based on specific
infractions of YSA discipline, " Instead, it was a“political
characterization of the IT grouping based on what the IT
said about itself in its own mtemal documents. ‘

Since the ending of the IT"s entry operation-in the YSA,
the IT party has argued that it-had the right to act as it did.
It should be noted, however, that the IT has not challenged
any of the essential facts concerning their secret discussion
and convention,  What they challerige are the longstanding
organizational principles and norms of the YSA. But these
have been established by decisions of YSA conventions and
elected leadership bodies, and only those bodies ean change
them. A discussion of what the YSA's organizational
principles and norms ought to be is totally out of order at a
trial, ’

The NEC-did not need to, nor did it attempt to, es-
tablish and take action on speclﬁc violations of d1scxplme ‘
committed by the ITers, What was requiréd wasan
acknowledgement of what theé*IT said about itself in its
own docurnents: that it was a separate, dlscxphned organ-
ization carrying out an entry tactic: within the YSA, ' The
NC and NEC put a stop to the IT party's “intervention" in the

" YSA by exposing the accomplished fact of the IT party split.

-Not only would dny other course of action have been
procedurally incorrect, but failureto stop the IT party's
secret operation in the YSA would havé ‘been irresponsible,
The NEC and NC have not only the powet, ‘but also the duty
to defend the YSA from such attempts to undetrnme our
orgamzanon R - KRR -

Intemational Considerations

.The DCT comrades raise the question of the inter-
national repercussions of the NEC and NC actions;" cléiming
these have "exacerbated the split dynamic among certain’ -
groups withifi the Fourth International, "' The comrades feel
that the recognition of the IT split (which they call'an * * -
“illegal expulsion™) is being uséd by the IT party to make
the victim- of their split--the YSA~-look like the criminal,

The Y:8A takes a great interest in the development of
the world Trotskyist movement, even though we have no
organizational ties to the Fourth International. " A Year ago
we devoted a major portion-of our convention to discussing
the issues that were facing the World Congress of the Fourth -
International, which was held after the YSA- conventton and‘
to which we sent several observers, : -

Dunng that discussion and afterwards, many comrades
noted with alarm. thé split dynamlc that has been develop—
ing within the world movement, : :

The split of the IT party was part of that dynamic, It
was a carefully placed dynamite charge designed to blow up
the unity of the Fourth Interdational and the "Agreement on
Measures to Help Maintain the Unity of the Fourth Inter-
national” adopted by the February 1974 World Congress.
The split was all the imore ominous because leaders of the -
International Majority Tendency--a faction in the world
Trotskyist movement that the IT supported--were given

' secret documents charting the IT's split course. A section

of the IMT leadership was thus complicit in the IT split by
failing to iform the elected leaderships of the Fourth
International, the Socialist Workets Party and the Young
Socialist Alliance of the IT $ spht plans.

The action taken by the NEC and NC was best sulted to
cut across the IT's dnve to spht the entire world movement

Tt was necessaty that all the ‘facts coine out in the open, and

that the secret documents of the splitters be brought to light,
In that way, the united moral authiority of the majority of -

‘the international movement could isolate pro- split elements

and put a stop to maneuvers aimeéd at additional splits in
other countnes. Moreover, to have condoned the IT actions
by allowmg the IT to continue its entry tactic in the YSA
would have had the opposite effect, It would have en-
couraged spht-mmded ‘factionalists elsewhere to attempt
similar d1sloya1 conduct

The NEC and NC's major respon51b111ty was to face
squarety the reality of the IT spht A“trial procedure
focusmg on individial ind1sc1p11ned ‘acts would have been a
mistake ifi this regard, It would have obscured the essential
fact of the IT party split, focusing instead on myriad '
charges and counter-charges about this or that incident.

The NEC and NC lived up to their internationalist-duty by -
acting decisively to bring the IT split to light, helping to
isolate those who had engineered it'and helping to prevent
its extension to other parts of the world movement

“Reunifi¢ation” with the IT? -

The comrades of the Democratic Centralist Tendency
outline a "reunification” procedure to be followed if the
convention rejects the NEC and NC action, They propose:
"The National Convention empowers the incoming National
Executive Committée to open 'discussions with the leader -
ship of the Internationalist Tendency group to establish the
basis for a princ1pled re-umficanon of Amencan Trotskyist
youth. oo

There is an immediate problem with this proposal.
What the motion calls "the leadership of the Internationalist
Tendency group” is in fact the IT party political committee,
the majority of whom were not even YSA members prior to
their May split convention, We are sure that comrades
Sabo, Hill, and Strong did not intend to suggest that the
NEC should open up "reunification" discussions with IT




political committee members Bill Massey and John Barzman,
for example, who have not been YSA members for several

years. Intentions aside, however, that would be the reality
if their motion were adopted.

The so-called "Internationalist Tendency of the YSA"
was a fiction in July, and it remains a fiction when the term
is used by the IT party today. The IT internal documents
proved that there was a single unified IT organization com-
posed of YSA members and non-members alike. . The "IT

of the YSA" is merely the IT's "security policy” name for the
"special YSA commission” which prior to July 4 was in charge

of camrying out the IT party "intervention" into the YSA,

Further on in their document, the Democratic Centralist
Tendency correctly explains: "The Masseyites / the IT_7,
by their own admission, have violated the democratic
centralist norms of the YSA. It is only prudent to establish
some safeguards to determine if they really have had a
pohncal change of heart, "

A November 10 letter addressed to the NEC from IT
leader Cathy Matson (see appendix) clearly indicates that no
" political change of heart" has occurred,  To the contrary,

although the letter purports to be a petition for "reintegration”

into the YSA, its contents expose the IT's rejection of abid-
ing by the norms and constitution of the YSA,

The IT letter vigorously defends the policies imple-
mented by the IT while it functioned within the YSA, in-
cluding its unilateral infractions of discipline, its financial
boycott, - its secret discussion bulletins, and its unanthorized
work with opponents of the YSA. The IT claims that these
are "the basic norms of democratic centralism, " and
promises, "if reintegrated we will consider. these, . . to be
our rights and will act accordingly. Otherwise it will be
impossible for us to assume our responsibility as a minority, "

In other words,. the IT has enumerated a series of con-
ditions for their "reintegration” which they know full well
run counter to the YSA's Leninist organizational principles.
The November 10 letter is consciously intended to prevent
any possible “reintegration” of IT party members into the
YSA by making their willingness to rejoin conditional on
our willingness to scrap democratic centralism and throw
away the YSA Constitution. :

First, Matson says nothing about the willingness of those
IT members who were formerly YSA miembers to cease
functioning as part of a tightly-knit disciplined grouping-
that contains non-Y¥SA members, Matson writes in the .
November 10 letter, "...the Steering Committee of the
Internationalist Tendency recently met and instructed me to
explain to you our view of the situation.” (emphasis added)
With these words, even the fiction of a separate YSA IT has
been dropped.
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This phrase from the November 10 letter is borrowed
word for word from a letter sent by IT leader Bill Massey to
the Political Committee of the SWP, In fact, almost the
entire November 10 letter is literally word. for word the
same as the Massey letter. . The only differences in text are
substitutions of "YSA™.for " SWP" at appropriate points and
the rewording of a few sentences which apply only to the
YSA. ' (The Bill Massey letter is availabie in Report on
Recent Developments Concerning the Internationalist Tend-
ency Partz, SWP Internal Information Bulletin, December
1974, No, 91in 1974.)

{The "IT of-the YSA" has so little regard for the YSA's
organizational independence that Matson doesn't €ven -
bother to reword the arguments.

We can only conclude from the November 10 letter
that if IT members were readmitted to the YSA they would
continue- to function within-a single IT organization along
with non-YSA members and that they would continue to
abide by the chsclplme of that organization rather than YSA

dlSC 1p‘lme.

Comrades'sebo.' Hill, and Strong suggest that aftera

six-month probation period, "the Internationalist Tendency

group shall be re-admitted into the YSA on the followmg
basis:" g

"(1.) The Internationalist Tendency group shall
agree to recognize the democrauc centrahst nature of the
YSA; e

"(2.) The Internationalist Tendency group shall agree
to abide by the democratically made decisions of the YSA,
mcludmg the decisions:of:ail elected bod1es and leader—
shxps -

The November 10 letter makes it crystal clear that the
IT is unwilling to submit to either of these conditions, For
example, the letter statesi” "Whenever the YSA violates the
statutes /”of the Fourth Intemational 7 and presents public

-positions at odds with the tine of the FI, or its membeér: -

sections in other countries, we will publicly disassociate -
ourselves from such actions and defend the line of the -
International."

" The letter singles out several issues that are likely to
require such "disassociations”: “,., particularly in cases
of issues such as: the Allende government, and the military
coup in Chile; revolutionary strategy for Europe and Latin
America; the nature of the detente;-the Peace Accords in
Vietnam; and the character of the French Umon de la
Gauche, "

This is a pure and simple reaffirmation of the IT's
intention--were it readmitted to the YSA~--to continue



making its own unjlateral political-decisions about public
activity, in total discegard for YSA discipline; In ‘practice,
such a policy would mean that nationally-coordinated in-
cidents such as the IT's indisciplined conduct during the
May-11 Chile demonstrations would become 'normal within
the YSA. Every time the YSA participated in a Chile de-
fense action, the IT would feel free to hand out its own
leaflets or in some other unspecified:way "publicly dis~
assocmte" itself from the articles on the Allende government
in the Young Socialist, . The Mllitant and Pathfinder -
pamphlets, Using this criterion as a gu1delme. the IT could
virtually publish a weekly newsletter "publicly disassociating”
itself from YSA positions which it unilaterally considers
counter to-the "line of the FI."

The IT also claims the right to disassociate itself
publicly from YSA positions which in its opinion differ
from the line of the Fourth International's "member sections
in. other:countries.” Today there are Trotskyist organiza-
tions in more than 30 countries, . which take positionson. -
issues as diverse as abortion, - Stalinism,«defense work and
the energy crisis, This IT condition of "reintegration"”
would give the IT a green light to pubticly denounce almost
any YSA position at one time or another, -claiining that it

was defending the line of "member sections in other countries,”

The conditions advanced by the IT in the November 10
letter would obviously undermine the democratic centralist
functioning of the YSA, Article X, Section 1, of the YSA
Constitution states: "All decisions of the govemning bodies
of the YSA are binding upon the members and subordinate
bodies of the YSA."

The consutunonally-establmhed requuements of YSA
membership also' preclude acceptance of the conditions laid
down by the November 10 IT letter. Article III, Section I,
states: "Membership shall be open to anyone under the age

-of twenty-nine who accepts the program-and agrees to
follow the policies of the YSA and engage actively in its
work. " (emphasis added) Membership is not open to
individuals who agree to abide by all YSA policies except
on popular frontism in Chile, except on the Vietnam peace
accords, except on the analysis of detente. There are no
exceptions; -YSA discipline is.unconditional.

We hope that comrades Sabo, Hill, and Strong will
agree that "reunification" on this basis would simply allow
the IT to continue functioning as a separate, rival organ-
ization within the YSA, throwing our Leninist organizational
principles out the window,- The IT conditions certainly don't
measure up to the basis for readmission outlined by the DCT
document, that is, agreement "to recognize the democratic
centralist nature of the YSA, " and “to abide by the demo-
cratically made decisions of the YSA, including the de-
cisions of all elected bodies and leaderships. "
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Some Other IT Conditions

In the November 10 létter, the IT claims that while
they are waiting for their reintegration, they “have been
forced to devise applications of the general line of our
movement to interventions, mass work and the recruit-

‘ment of new militants to Trotskyism through our own

limited means." They claim that this is "merely the
recognition that without all the rights of membership in
the YSA, not all the responsibilities of membershlp in the
YSA can be carried out.”

The IT secret internal bulletins show the hypocrisy of
this statement, which pretends that autonomous IT inter-

‘vention in extemal public activities is something new.

In fact, the IT "devised its own applications” while it was
still conducting entry work in the YSA-=at Chile defense

-activities," in sales of the press, in opponents work and

elsewhere, -

Furthermore, even when the IT members were fully
covered by "all the rights of membership in the YSA, "
they failed to carry out "all the responsibilities of mem-
bership, " Their general level of activity was among the
lowest of any YSA members,” This belies the IT's. -
assertion that its members had been excluded from
productive political work in the YSA and were given " just
organizational and administrative assignments. "

Not only does the IT reaffirm its "right” to ignore the
YSA's organizational independence and to break YSA -
discipline at will, it challenges the YSA's right to regulate
internal political discussion, The IT promises to con-~
tinue circulating secret intemal discussion bulletins and
organizing unauthorized national conventions.

The IT also-states that it will continue its financial
boycott of the YSA. "Until the YSA decides to give
financial assistance to all significant tendencies-and
factions, we must have the right to finance our faction’s
activities, Inasmuch as none of us are independently
wealthy, this inevitably means a much reduced financial
contribution from our individual militants to the YSA. "

All factions and tendencies in the YSA, majority or
minority, have the responsibility to finance themselves,
with the exception of the cost of discussion bulletins and

- conventions arrangements which are covered by the YSA

National Office. Tendency contributions, however, are
entirely secondary to the financial responsibilities to the
YSA as a whole. In promising to continue its financial
boycott as a condition for "reintegration, * the IT demands
that it be exempted. from the financial responsibilities .
constitutionally required of all members,



It should also be noted that the IT states that the YSA

"“conducts a total financial boycott of the Fourth International,”

The truth is, as Matson is fully aware, that the YSA is
prohibited by reactionary legislation from affiliating with
the Fourth International or giving money to it,

In addition, there are several other conditions of “re-
integration" raised in the November 10 lettet. The real
purpose of this IT party declaration is transparent; it is
designed to cover up the IT's split,
announcing its plans to continue violating the YSA's organ-
izational principles, norms, and discipline, it would be a
-grave error for the convention to allow the IT party back
into the YSA.

With the IT party openly
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Counclusions

Comrades Hill, Sabo,: and Strong are incorrect in
characterizing the NEC:and NC recognition of the IT
party split as "illegal" under the YSA Constitution. The
NEC and NC procedures simply acknow]ledged what had

. already taken place,’ ‘These decisions brought an end to
.an entrylst raid on the YSA and helped bring to light the

danger to the unity of the Fourth Intemational represented
by the IT split. The appropriate action for the upcoming
convention is not to reject the NEC and:NC motions, but.
to uphold and commend the actions taken by the YSA's
election national leadership with regard to the IT.

December 7, 1974



[ There are several sentences and phrases in the follow-
ing letter which could be interpreted in such a way as to mis-
represent the relationship of the Young Socialist Alliance to
the Fourth International, The YSA. is prohibited by reaction-

or financially contributing to it,

ary legislation from affiliating with the Fourth International
At the same time, the YSA
considers the Fourth International to be the world party. of
socialist revolution and works in solidarity with it._7 -

LETTER FROM:CATHY MATSON OF THE INTERNA TIONALIST TENDENCY:PARTY

TO THE YSA NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE--November 10, 1974

4

Internationalist Tendency of the Young Soc1ahst Alhance
c/o Cathy Matson . - :
Chicago, IL -

National Executive Committee, YSA
New York

November 10, 1974
Dear Comrades,

On July 17, 1974, a letter signed by sixty-eight members of
the Young Socialist Alliance who had been purged on July 5,
1974, was sent to the National Executive Committee of the
Young Socialist Alliance. The letter also spoke for YSA
comrades who were purged without being named in the NEC's
letter listing “known members of the Internationalist Tend-
ency Party”. Our July 17 letter demanded our immediate
reintegration into the YSA., A statement by the leadership
of the Internationalist Tendency of the Young Socialist Al-
liance, which was appended to it, explained that this re-
integration should take place on the basis of the "normal
criteria for membership in the Fourth International, the SWP
and the YSA--agreement with the general program of the

F.1., acceptance of the discipline of the Fourth International,

the SWP and the YSA, and commitment to work as active
militants in those organizations, " Although this letter was
submitted prior to the 15-day constitutional deadline for ap-
pealing disciplinary procedures, we have received no answer,
or even acknowledgement that it was received. Furthermore
the YSA leadership never even provided us with an explana-
tion of the action it had taken: there was no control com-
mission, no charges, no trials, no report, just a vote of the
NEC acting on no mandate from the ranks of the YSA.

The statement appended to our letter explained that until a
decision of the United Secretariat had been made, we would
continue to regard ourselves as disciplined members of the
YSA, We stated; "a) we will not publicize our expulsion;
b) we will not discuss internal matters of the SWP or YSA
with persons who are outside the Fourth International c) we
will not intervene against the SWP or YSA in public forums
or meetings; d) in mass work, we will place ourselves under
the discipline of the appropriate SWP or YSA fraction, "
Since that time, the United Secretariat has met and taken
up the question of the expulsion of the Internationalist Tend-
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ency from the Socialist Workers Party and Young Socialist
Alliance. - The expulsion was condemned as a bureaucratic
act, and the SWP was urged to immediately and collectively
reintegrate the IT. The same applies to the YSA. Resolu~
tions passed by the national leadership of numerous sections
of the Fourth International have taken the same stand. In
addition, the Internationalist Tendency's answer to the
charges contained in the "Materials..." document of the
SWP -- which we assume the YSA leadership based its own
bureaucratic measures on -- have been made available to
your fraternal co-thinkers at the United Secretariat meet-
ing, and will be printed in a forthcoming International
Internal Discussion Bulletin, As you are aware, this answer
contains a series of refutations of the accusations against the
IT, acknowledgement of certain minor errors which were not
subject to expulsion, and a recapitulation of our general
view of the situation and the proper functioning of demo-
cratic centralism,

Since the September meeting of the United Secretariat, we
have received no word from you. In fact, the efforts which
various comrades of the Internationalist Tendency have made
to collaborate with the YSA in its activities have met with
hostile responses, For example, two comrades in Oakland,
California, were refused Militants by the SWP without the
YSA saying anything about it, In other instances, comrades
who asked to collaborate with SWP or YSA fractions were
summarily dismissed. It has become impossible for the
comrades of the Internationalist Tendency to attempt to
guess what the current national orientation of the YSA is
toward the handling of any number of issues, or how the
YSA locals have decided to prioritize such orientations in
terms of allocation of forces to various areas of work and
specific directives for intervention. Therefore, although we
refuse to believe that the leadership of the YSA will persist
in refusing our reintegration, and although we do not wish

to become a pubtic faction, in order to carry out our
revolutionary duties in the mass movement, we have been
forced to devise applications of the general line of our
movement to interventions, mass work, "and the recruitment
of new militants to Trotskyism, through our own limited
means, This in no sense implies the setting up of a rival
organization to the YSA, a rival press, or written public
attacks on the present course of the YSA, It is merely the
recognition that without all rights of membership in the YSA,
not all the responsibilities of membership in the YSA can be



carried out,
will be resolved-as rapidly as possible so that we ¢an assume
fully our responsibilities as members of the YSA.

We sincerely hope that this undesirable situation

In line with our stated desire to resolve. the situation created
by our expulsion as tapidly as possible, the Steering Com- -
mittee of the Internationalist Tendency recently met and
instructed me to explain to you our view of the situation,
In our view, a step toward resolving the division in the:
American Trotskyist movement, by agreement of the two
parties involved can be taken prior to the meeting of the
International Executive Committee which is scheduled to
take up the question in late December, 1974, We believe:
such a step would be'a significant contribution to lessening-
the tensions which exist within the International. It is with
this goal in mind that we send this letter, A common
initiative on our part can ‘only help the work of the Inter--
-national Control Commission and of the International :
Executive Committee.

We believed at the tifme of our expulsion and we still be- -
lieve now that the differences between the Internationalist -
Tendency and the YSA majority do hot warrant a split on' a
national scale, any more than the differences between the
International Majority Tendency and the International Mi-
‘nority Faction warrant one on an internatioridi'level, In our
opinion, the single most important factor whichi Ted to the
situation where the IT was puiged from the YSA was the
unduly factional and midnolithic conception of internal
party life and relations with the International which guided
the actions of the YSA leadership, Such factional behavior
by the leadership of the YSA was inade possible by the
ambiguity of the YSA's interpretation of the YSA Constitution
and democratic centralism is grossly lopsided in not in-
dicating the rights of minorities, and-in implying that all
minorities rapidly become the toy of ‘alién class pressures -
rather than positive contributors to the process of political
clarification through ideological struggle. At present what
must be established to ensure a furictional and lasting re-
integration of the IT into the YSA'is the willingness'by both
sides to abide by the norms of democratic centralism as
defined by the founders of the international communist
movement, and as enriched by the practice of our world
movement. We think the following clarifications of the’
norms of democratic centralism must be accepted by all
parties concerned:

1. The Rights of Tendencies and Factions to Hold Internal
Discussions and Meetings

This is a right the LTF claims for itself but rejects for other
tendencies and factions within the International and the YSA,
We believe such a right must apply universally. It includes
the right to hold faction meetings on both a local and
national scale. It includes the right to internal literary dis-
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cussion and communication within the faction, not merely
oral discussion and personal correspondence, We reject the
conception of the YSA leaderstiip that minorities are auto-
matically obliged to submit all such materialsto the
leadership for approval, Such a conception contradicts the
very purpose of a faction; i. e.- to be a separate, organized.
formation to conduct political struggle inside the revolu-
tionary organization, We claim the same right of faction
privacy for our faction that the LTF claims for itself.
Finally, we reject any conception that organized minorities
have no right to exist except during pre-convenuou dis-
cussions,

2. Faction Structure and Leadership Bodies

We believe that factions have the right to elect executive
bodies at the local and national level to lead the faction,
to speak for it within the revolutionary organization and
where necessary, to determine faction policy between cot-
lective meetings and conferences, We accept the principle
that the composition of such bodies should be announced to:
the YSA majority, - We also believe that the faction has the
tight to hold delegat'ed"conferences at the national level,
Given the numencal size and dispersion of our faction and -
the geographlc reality of the United States; “this is a basic
pre-condinon for our democratzc functioning,

3. Reprcscntanon on YSA Leadershlp Bodies

Representation of significant minorities on the leading -
bodies of the revolutionary organization is not a priviltege,
It is a right. In'fact, it'is one of the most elementary as-
pects of democratic centralism, ‘We do not hold a rigid
position on the question of Eo&rtmna representation, but
we think the denial of any representation on the National
Cominittes; to a minority of nearly 10%, as occurred in
the SWP, 'would be inexcusable, particularly when this
minority represents the views of the majority of the Fourth
International,

4, Finances

The financial policy of the YSA Teadership is purely ~
factional, The official finances of the ‘'¥SA (which mcludcs
both 'LTF and non-LTF comrades) are-used to finance
factional activities of the LTF, both within the U. S, and
abroad. At the same time, the YSA refuses to give any
financial assistance to minorities (unliké ‘most sections of
the FI) and conducts a total financial boycott of the Fourth
International, Until the YSA decides to give financiat
assistance to all significant-tendencies and factions, we
must Have the right to finance our faction's activities,
Inasmuch as none of us are independently wealthy, this
inevitably means a much reduced financial contribution from
our individual militants to the YSA,



5, Non-Factional Recruitment

Membership in the world Trotskyist movement must be open
to all those who agree with the basic program and adopted -
positions of the Fourth International. While faction mem-
bers are obliged to avoid contravening the positions of the
YSA majority on U, 8. questions, or other questions as yet
unresolved by the F. L, in discussion with non-members of
the F, L, they have every right to engage in contact work
on the basis of the positions of the F, L, Militants who agree
with those. positions have every right of membership in the
YSA, and should not be subjected to discriminatory tests
and other forms of hdrassment.

6. Majority-Minority Collaboration Inside the YSA

In order to maximize the possibility of both factions working
together to build the Trotskyist movement in the United
States, - in order to reduce tensions which are not directly
related to differences over questions of political line, it is
necessary for the YSA leadership to integrate minority com-
rades into all areas of work, not just organizational or
administrative assignments. In the past, minority comrades
have been largely excluded from anti- imperialist fractions,
presentation of internal educationals and public forums,
selection as candidates in the SWP or YSA's numerous
election campaigns, etc, Minority comrades who are union
members have not been permitted to develop union inter-
ventions under the leadership of the YSA, This discrimina-
tion has contributed to the development of incorrect attitudes
among minority comrades in relation to the unity of
American Trotskyists, In order for such attitudes to be
corrected, it is necessary for the YSA leadership to make
specific and concrete commitments to insert our faction
into the YSA's political interventions and campaigns, The
general model for the content and implementation of such
commitments should be the recommendations of the report
of the IMG fact-finding Commission.

7. The Norms of the International

The indiscipline, disrespect, and outright disloyalty of the
SWP, the politically authoritative model of the YSA, and
of the YSA itself, in relation to the statutes and decisions
of the Fourth Intemational is notorious throughout our world
movement, Our faction accepts the discipline of the YSA
on all questions where the FI has not adopted clear positions,
We do respect the right of the YSA leadership to de- )
termine the tactics for implementing specific decisions of
the FI in the USA, We will not consider ourselves to be a
separate organization if reintegrated. Therefore, even
when the YSA refuses to implement decisions of the Inter-
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national to build specific actions or campaigns, or does so
on a different political basis (as is usually the case), we

will not seek to execute this implementation ourselves, but
will struggle inside the YSA to insure that decisions of the
International are respected. But on questions of program and
political line, the authority of the Fourth International re-
mains paramount, We will continue to support and advocate
all adopted positions of the Fourth International, inside and
outside the YSA,; particularly in cases of issues such as: the
Allende government, and the military coup:in Chile;
revolutionary strategy for Europe and Latin America; the
nature of the detente; the Peace Accords in Vietnam; and
the character of the French Union de la Gauche. Whenever
the YSA violates the statutes and presents publicly positions
at odds with the line of the FI, or its member sections in
other countries, we will publicly disassociate ourselves from
such actions and defend the line of the Intemational, Until
the YSA begins to fulfill its obligations to distribute Imprecors,
as an organ of the United Secretariat, we will continue to
assume certain responsibilities in relation to its salés as well
as those of publications from other sectors of the International.
(We note here the precedent of the IMG fact-finding Com-
mission recommendation that the British minority be given
special responsibilities to distribute Intercontinental Press),

The above points of clarification are not a "special arrange-
ment” to.alleviate organizational problems. They are the
basic norms of democratic centralism. They are universal
criteria for the functioning of a Trotskyist organization
(except under specific conditions such as clandestinity).
Such criteria are commonplace in the vast majority of
organizations of the FL - They thus constitute part of the
principled basis for membership in the American fraternal .
organization of young revolutionaries. The IEC: should
assign the International Control Commission or an ad hoc
committee (ob a parity basis, for instance) to supervise the
implementation of these norms in the YSA, in order to
really solve the crisis surrounding the expulsion of the IT,
If reintegrated, we will consider these clarifications to be
our rights and will act accordingly. Otherwise, it is im-
possible: for us to assume our responsibilities as a minority:
that is, our duty to help build the YSA under the direction
of its-leading bodies; to accept majority rule; to avoid-ob-
struction of the implementation of the majority line; and to
contribute to the political clarification of the YSA and its
adoption of a correct revolutionary Marxist orientation.

Comradely,
s/Cathy Matson

copies to: United Secretariat, ‘International Control Com-
mission, Files.



. | THE CASE OF JOHN ZANELLOTTI - -

" John Zanellotti was expélled from the YSA on Auguist 7,
1972, by the National Executive Committee, having been "
found guilty of disloyalty to the YSA, based on His member--
ship in the Workers League, Zanellotti has appealed hrs ex-
pulsion to the Natronal Com/entron. o

" The letters, statements, and other matenals included in"
' thrs bulletin are’ documents pertaining to the’ charges brOught
against John Zanellotti by thé National Executive Comnmittee,
"his trial and expulsmn. and-his appeal to the National Con-
vention, :

“In his letter of August 20, ‘1972, appealing the decrsron
of the NEC, Zanéllofti claims that "the’ char‘ges brought
'against me by the NEC “are total fabrications" and that-he
" was expelled from theYSA for ttrugglmg for ‘I’rotskyist pol-
rtrcs as an Opposltronist o s

'Ihe charges brought against Zanellotti and his subsequent
expulsion were based on substantial evidence submitted prior
to and ’during the course of the trial, conducted on June'ld,
1972, by the National-Executive Committee, whith conelu-
‘sively proved that Zanellotti was a mermiber of the Workets **
League. The 1965 YSA cohverition adopted a motion that: ~
* *Membership in, support to, or collaboration with the Spar-
tacist group or the American Commniittee for the Fourth Intei-
national group (now the Workers League) is mcompatrble with
membershrp in the YSA. "o S

i N \ s

bnellotti was not expelled on thetbasis of his’ pohtical
- disagreements; which as a member &f the YSA he was free’to
raise during the'discussion petiod preceding last year's YSA -
convention, He did so in the resolution " Toward a Mass-Work-
ing Class Youth Movement: A Resolution on Perspectives, " and
would have been free toido so again for ‘the-upcoming conven-
tion, He-is not,  however, free to! funétioa in the YSA a§ an”
agent of the Workers League, -~ - : IR
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Zanellotn was expelled for belongmg fo : an opponent orga-

agrees wrth as he stated at the tnal conducted by the NEC

I his letter of appeal Zanellottr further conflrrns hrs poht-
ical agreernent with the sectarian Socialist Labor League of

) Gerry Healy in Great Britain and its U, S, satelhte, the Workers
'Leage. makmg even clearer hrs contempt for the YSA, Ina

frantic tirade agamst the Trotskylst rnovement ‘he charges that
the YSA the SWP, and the Fourth Internatlonal are m a state
of " crlsrs, have abandoned dralectlcal materrahsm. and

) uphold "revrsrornst theories.

In his appeal, Zanellotti fails to ‘differentiate himself in’
any way from the Workers League and he does not deny his
membérship 1in the Workets LeagLIe He does not present any

 evidence contradlctmg the evidence presented at the trial,

He does not offer any evidence that the trial was conducted in
an unfair or undemocratic manner. "He does not present '

any evrdence that he, as‘a membet of the YSA, was denfed

the nght to-exXpress’ his fxﬁ:ltrcal ‘views and attempt to win sup-
port for them duting the appropnate time for discussion. -

The NEC recomrhends that the convéntion uphold the aétion
of the NEC in expelitng John Zanellotti and will ask the pre*-
convention plenum of the National Committee to present a -
motion to the convention that the NEC"s decision be upheld.

oo ae o LA £ N i

R B IS ]

- National Executive Comrhitteé

October 26, 1972



NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE STATEMENT

ON THE CASE OF JOHN ZANELLOTTI

Luring preconvention discussion for the 1971 convention, a
resolution entitled " Toward a Mass Workmg Class Youth Move-
ment: A Resolution on Perspectwes was submitted by six
members of the YSA who declared themselves the "Minority
Tendency.” This resolution was published in Young Socialist
Discussion Bulletin Vol 15, No, 5 (pages 9-11).

In March, 1972, the National Office received a letter from
Tom Burghardt, a cosigner of the resolution under the name
Tom Peterson, who was dropped from membership after the.
convention for 1nact1v1ty and non-payment of dues, In this
letter he indicated that he was the author of the Minority Ten-
dency resolution and was a member of the Workers League at
the time that the resolution was written,

Upon request of the National foice for more information
about the funcnonmg of the Minority ‘Tendency, Burghardt sub-
mitted a written report to the National Executive Committee
stating that the Minority Tendency resolution was written by
members of the Workers League. in the YSA, in collaboration

_with and under the leadership of the Workets League, Those
YSA members named by Burghardt as WOrkers League agents,
in addition to himself, are: Dave Durstan, Upper West Side
YSA; Dick Merrill, Boston YSA; Carol Merrill, Boston YSA;
Larry Kerry, Brooklyn YSA; and John Zanellotu. Washmgton
D.C, YSA,

Based on this information the National Office initiated an
investigation of the comrades named by Burghardt as Workers
League agents, All four comrades, when asked, denied the
allegations, The fifth cosigner (Dave Durstan) was dropped
from membership in the YSA earlier this year for inactivity and
non-payment of dues and could not be reached,

No corroborating evidence has been found in the cases of
Dick Merrill, Carol Merrill, and Larry Kerry. No charges have
been brought against them,

However, in the case of Comrade Zanellotti, two additional
reports submitted to the National Office confirmed Zanellotti's
membership in the Workers League, These reports were sub-
mitted by Mike Priddy and Jim McCaffrey, both members of
the College Park YSA and former members of the Workers
League prior to joining the YSA, Priddy was a member of the
Workers League from June, 1971, to the end of that summer
and joined the YSA in October, 1971, McCaffrey was a member
of the Workers League from October, 1970, to December, 1971,
except for a brief period in early 1971, and joined the YSA in
May, 1972.

The reports from these two comrades, along with Burghardt®s
statement, make the following allegations about Zanellotti's

political activity since becoming a member of the YSA,
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(Zanellotu joined the YSA in rmd-June, 1971, as an at-la:ge
member in Columbus, Maryland as recorded in the minutes
of the June 16, 1971, meeting of the NEC. )

Zanellotti was a contact of the Workers League during the
summer of 1971 and was contacted at least once by members
of the Workers League during that time, On the last week of
August, 1971, after having joined the YSA, Zanellotti sold the
Bu]letm. organ of the Workers League, on the corner of l4th

d Park, N, W, in Washington, D.C., ,along with other mem-
bers of the Workers League, including Mike Priddy.

Zanellotti joined the Workers League at a meeting of its
Balumore branch at which both he and Mike Priddy were pre-
sent, His membership was taken up under a special point, sep~
a.rg;e‘from,other membership applications, and branch members
were told that his membership was to remain a secret since his
assignment would be to act as an agent of the Workers League
in the YSA. .

In late August or early September Zanellotti attended a
Workers League educational conference. in the Catskills, in
New York State, where he met with Tim: Wohlforth, National
Secretary of the Workers League, and other-members of the -
Workers League to discuss his activity in the YSA, Jim McCaf=-
frey also attended this conference.

On the second week in November, 1971, Zanellotti attended
a meeting at the Workers League headquarters in New York, to
discuss the resolution and the activities of the Minority Tend-
ency jn the YSA with leaders of the Workers League, -including
Tim- Wohlforth and Lucy §t, John, Tom Burghardt was present
at this meeting,

On the basxs of these allegatmns from various: mdependent
sourqgs. the NEC voted at its meeting of May 30, 1972, to
charge Zanellotti with disloyalty to the YSA based on his mem=
bership in the Workers League, ‘

¢ & =

The decision to bring charges against Comrade Zanellotti
was based on the YSA policy, adopted at the 1965 YSA conven-
tion, which states: "Membership in, support to, or collabora-
tion with the Spartacist group or the American Committee for
the Fourth International group is incompatible with member-~
ship in the YSA," (The American Committee for the Fourth
International is the predecessor to the Workers League.)

This motion was passed by that convention in response to
the cases of several members of the YSA who had been func-
tioning as agents of the Spartacist group and the American
Committee and who were appealing to that convention for a



reversal of disciplinary measures taken against them by the
New York local and the NEC. .

. These members had developed differences so deep that they
found thein irreconcilable with carrying out the democratically
arrived at decisions of the majority and chose instead to violate
those decisions by publicly carrying out a line counter to that
adopted. by the majority,

It became clear that membership in those two organizations
had led these YSAers to carry out, over a period of time, a
consistent pattern of calculated and deliberate violations of
disc1p1me, under instructions from the Spartacm and American
‘Comrmttee groupings, which demonstrated their disloyalty to
’ the YSA Furthermore, it was evident that under those circum-
stances, the only purpose of Spartacist. or American Committee
members in the YSA was, not to build the YSA, but to destroy
it==to create havoc within the YSA and to use it as a ground for
recruiting YSAers to their own organizations,

For that reason the convention voted, not’ dnly to eicpel those
members, but also to set a policy that membership in the Spart-
acist group or the American Committee is incompatible with
membership in the YSA. 4

The American Committee for the Fourth International was
originated by a group of YSA and Socialist Workers Party mem=-
bers who in the early 1960s developed fundamental differences
with the YSA and the SWP on several major questions, includ=-
ing our analysis of Cuba, They continued to develop a totally
sectarian line and eventually split from both the YSA and the
SWP to form the ACFI and launch the Bulletin, in the pages of
which they carried slanderous attacks on the YSA, the SWP, and
the Fourth International,

Since their departure from the YSA they have carried out a
consistent campaign to attempt to destroy the YSA, and have
repeatedly stated this intention in the pages of the Bulletin
for seven years,

The Workers League is in political solidarity with the so-
called International Committee of the Fourth International led
by Gerry Healy’s sectarian Socialist Labour League in Britain,
The "Intemnational Committee™ states that it is at "war" with
the Fourth International and all its sympathizing groups, whom
they call the "Pabloites, " which include in this country the
Socialist Workers Party and the Young Socialist Alliance, The
Newsletter (now the Workers Press), organ of the SLL, has
charged the SWP with having "capitulated to imperialism *
(August 20, 1966, Newsletter, ) Of James P, Cannon, one of
the founders of the world Trotskyist movement, they say that
“He had decided to sell out to the Stalinist bureaucracy and
the imperialists, " And in the same article they state that, "The
Socialist Labour League is out to destroy Pabloism and its SWP
accomplices, There can be (sic) and, we repeat, there never
will be a compromise on these questions-=the fight will go on
until we destroy the Pabloites and the revisionist SWP, " (Sep-
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tember 3, 1966, Newsletter, ) Similar statements abound in
the Workers League press,

What are the unphcanons of the Workers League and the
SLL position on the politics of the SWP,. the YSA, and the
Fourth International? To them, destroymg these opponent orga=
nizations is not merely a question of engaging in political de-
bate, They instead use their political differences and frantic
accusations of "revisionism" and "capitulation to the imper=
ialists” to justify any and all measures to deal blows against
those.organizations, physical attacks not excluded.

On November 17, 1966, SLL members, in the presence of
Gerry Healy, attacked Comrade Ernie Tate, a member of the
Fourth International, for selling a pamphlet criticizing the SLL,
outside an SLL public function, injuring him to the point that
he had to be hospitalized,

The response of the Workers League to the Tate incident
was to publish an article in the Bulletin where Tim Wohlforth
defended Gerry Healy and his attack on. Tate on the grounds
that "Ernest Tate and his political allies represent pohucal
scabs of the worst sort, *

To make it even clearer that this was no accidental occur=
rence Wohlforth further stated that the relationship between
the SWP and its co-thinkers on the one hand, and the SLL and
its co-thinkers on the other, "is symbolized by this confronta=-
tion, " thus not only attempting to politically justify such
practices on the left, but even praising them, We can only
reach one inescapable conclusion; that the aim of the Workers
League. is to destroy the Fourth International and organizations
in political solidarity with it, including the YSA,

The question then arises, can a person who holds these views
about the YSA, who has such fundamental differences with the
YSA, remain a loyal member of the YSA, help build the YSA,
and recruit to its program? The answer is obviously no,

7 qubershipin the Workers League is incompatible wim
membership in the YSA because loyalty is one of the funda-
mental prerequisites for membership in the YSA,

~ The YSA is the only youth organization in this country
structured along democratic:centralist lines, Every aspect of
its -program has been reached after the freest, fullest possible
discussion since its very inception. Democratic centralism al-
lows every member or grouping the right and the opportunity to
raise disagreements on any aspect of the YSA's program or orga-
nizational policies during the appropriate time designated for
this purpose to try to win over the majority to its point of view.
Every possible measure is provided to assure that minority view=
points get an adequate chance to be heard and expressed.

Once all the questions have been thoroughly discussed and
debated a decision is reached by a vote, The will of the major-

ity then becomes the official policy and program of the orga-



nization, Disputed points may be ~raiseiagéin.* ‘at the appro=
priate time when discussion is once again reopened, While -
minorities have full rights to present their views within the
organization, the majority also has the right to “have its' de-
cisions carried out, and the centralist aspect of our organi~
“zation ensures that the democratically arnved at’ decrsrons
of the ma)orrty are 1mp1ernented -

Therefore, loyaity-to the ¥SA is not an abstract concept
in the YSA Constitution,’ Loyalty is a basic prerequisite for
membership that ensures that each and every membet-abides
by the decisions of the majority and agrees to buﬂd the YSA
and carry out its program. :

* As the NEC statement on the expulsions of Naney Adol-"
fi and Kén Simpson (Documents on the Cases of Nancy Adol-
phi and Ken Simpson == YSA Internal Information Bulletii)
states: "It is not correct, however, that one can have any
political ideas whatsoever and still be a member of the YSA,
so long as one refrains from breaking discipline, ‘There are
limits, becaue: we understand that a person ‘can have disa~ -
greements with the YSA so basic, so fundamental, that shé-
or he would find it impossible to loyally build the YSA. One
cannot be a member of the YSA and advocate support for
imperialist war. One cannot be a member of the YSA and
support racism, ‘One cannot be a member of the: YSA and
advocate the destruction of the YSA, " ' “

The NEC constituted itself as the trial body to hear the -
charges against Comrade Zanellotti, The trial was held on -
June 10, 1972, The trial body heard testimony from Com= -
rade Zanellotti, Comrade Priddy, Comrade McCaffrey,

" College Park YSA organizer Steve Sluchan, and Washington
D, C. YSA organizer Chuck Petrin,

In his statement to the NEC, presented during the trial °
proceedings, Zanellotti charges the YSA with having "aban-
doned the Marxist method, " claiming that "this ‘abandon~
ment of Marxism, ., is leading (the YSA) irito ‘open collabor-
ation with the Stalinists and the petty bourgeoisie, "

At no time during the course of the trial did Zanellotti
attempt to differentiate himself fromni the politics of the
Workers League, In fact, when asked if he was in basic po="
litical agreement with the Workers League, Zanellotti re=' -
plied "Yes, " When asked if he agreed with the Workers
League position that the YSA is totally reformist and has to
be smashed, he replied "Yes,” When asked if he believed
that a vanguard party exists today in the United States, Za=+
nellotti replied, "I believe that to be the Workers League,™ *

Zanellotti®s differences with the YSA are so profound
that he admits to being in political agreement with the
Workers League, considers the Workers League the revolu-
tionary. vanguard party, and believes that the YSA is a revi-
sionist organization in a state of total crisis,

He concludes from thisthat the YSA needs to be "smashed,
Zanellotti's statements at the trial explainisig his ‘attitudes
toward the Workers League and toward the YSA, even if he
were not formally a member of the WOrkers League, would be
unambiguous evidénce of drsloyalty to the YSA and grounds '
for expulsion. N

Moreover, the National Executive Committee believes
the testimony presented to the trial committee confirming

" “that Zanellom is m fact a member of the Workers League.

The evidence presented to the NEC confirms that the only
basfs for Zanellotti's: membership in the Ysa is that of acting
as an agent of fhe Workers League. The" purpose of the WOrkers
League in sendmg agents into the YSA can only be to destroy
the YSA and not to’ bulld 1t.

' The National Executrve Commlttee finds Iohn Zanellottr
guilty of disloyalty as charged, based on his membership in
tne WOrkers League.

The Nat:onal Executrve Comrmttee hereby expe]s John
Zanellotti from the YSA.

(Adopted August 7, 1972)





