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THE ISL AND LAROR POLITICS

By . Susan Green

Next on ILabor's Agcnda

The creation'of a labor party In America would be a re=
volutionary step. Anything savoring of revolution iz today
in disrepute. This is true both because Stalinism is ldenti-
fied with radical measures based on class struggle, and also
because there 1s grave doubt in the minds of Amerlican workers
as to the advantages of the English experiment with a labor
government, This attitude will lead labor ranks to try every=
thing short of taking the plunge into a labor party.

Aside from this general political mood, concretely in
this country labor will be tied to the Democratic Party in the
next period because of the existence of the Dixiecrat-GOZP
coalition. This coalitlon can be made the scapegoat for every
fatlure of the Fair Dcal, and will be. As long as Truman can
blame his political opponents for the non-passage of his Fair
Deal measures and as long as labor leaders can convince their
followers of the same thing, labor's alm will be to outvote
this coalition at the polls. ILabor's objective 1s bound to be
to vote into thc administrative and legislative branches of
covernment liberal-labor control =-- mainly through the Demo-
cratic Party.

The position of labor today may be gleaned from comients
in the CIO News on the adjournment of the 3lst Congress, IHere
arc some samp%es:

"They've been moving stceadily, if not spectacularly, to=-
ward rcalization of thec goals set forth 1In the Democratic Party
platform..s One of the important things accomplished was to
force into the open the GOP=-Dixiecrat coalition and expose it
for what 1t really is,,, With few exccptlons, lawmakers sup=-
ported by CIO-PAC fought for labor's programs.se In no instance
did more than eight of the 168 PAC-endorsed House members vote
contrary to CIO!'s legislative program. The record in the Se-
nate was equally go00dees The trend toward reaction so evident
in the 30th Congress was checked by the elections last year
and a trend toward liberalism started..,. Thc next phase of this
action clearly is to break the hold of the coalition on the
Congress by electing additional Representatives and Scnators
who will stand true to their pledges, and by re-electing those
2?0 havi fought so valiantly for progressive pieces of legisla=~
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Until the liveral-labor coalition, the CIO here indicates,
becomes strong enough to carry out the Fair Deal program, no
significant discreditment of it is _possible, It is only when
such a liberal-labor power has been crcated by the votes of
labor, and it fails to fulfill 1ts promise, that therc can hap=
pen in labor's thinking that ldeologlcal change without which
no mass novement towards a labor party can grove
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Of course, the point of departure of the ISL is that the
Fair Deal, and the progressive betterren% of the wide masses
implicit in it, 1is not realizable under capitalism. Specifi-
cally, the ISL holds that Amerlca has entered into a stage
of expensive militarism under which the economic 2and social
status of the working people is bound to deteriorats, and
that the liberal-labor coalition in the capitalist party will
buckle, under the basic pressures of this phase of American
capitalism. The I8L does not liold that the Falr Deal is
poisible under capitalism but that it will come to culcker
and better fruition through laboris own nolitical Instrument,
Rather the ISL contends that the independent instrument has
to be forged to fight for the peoplefs interests -- whsrever
that fight may lead. So that if a labor party starts with
merely the Fair Deal program, it will have to go beyond the
confines set by the capitalist partics in order to carry out
its program.

These are lessons labor has to learn throuch its own ex-
perience, and, as sbtuted above, the experience it has now
chead of it is to exhesust the possivilitics of a liberal-
labor coalition within the Demoeratic Party.

Ivy Tower or Shachtman lotion

The ISL is, therefore, confronted with the alternative
either of keeping out of active politics altogether at this
time, doing a strictly propaganda job on the labor party and
on Socinlism -- ensconced in thc righteous certainty, as is
the SLP, that sincc we are right the masses will eventually

.come to us; or of working out a policy for intervening in

active politics along the gencral lines of the Shachtman mo=-
tion, .

The Shachtman motion comes, I take it, from the under=-
standing that lebor will not go from the Democratic Party to
a labor party in onec leap, nudgcd by our propaganda. There
w11l have to be forming within labor's ranks during this period
of the libaPal-labor coalition experiment, s core of o rkers
who will have been gradually cducated towards the acceptance
of the labor party by experience and through concrocte actions,
The ISL can, in its small way to be sure, begin to advocate
this type of action.

Vherever o situation offsrs itself in a local, State or
notional election for labor to zact in the spirit of a labor
party, 1f not in its form, the ISL should consider whether 1t
can perform a progressive role therein. Is it a question of
the PAC bucking the cast-iron party machine? That could.very
well get our support. Is the labor burcaucracy evading the
issuc of taking political leadcrship wherc it is obviously
called for? Ve could try to make the rank and file sec the
importance of steppning out in front in the situation.s And in
casses where labor could and should offer a better »rogram
through its candidate, this the ISL can likcwise point oute.
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There is some doubt whether the Shachtman motion apnlies
to the ISL as such or only as a modus operandi for trade-
union comrades locally =-- a sort of left-hand=-nct-knowing-
what-the-right-is-doing arrangement, To draw a distinction
between official League policy and unofficial policy to be
carried out by individual merbers would be the kind of twoe
faced conduct uvltimately discrediting the League. Not that
every time a trade-unilion comrade says or does somethir: LA
has to have an editorial on it. Not at all. Ilowever, it nust
be the official orientation of the League and of LA that dur-
ing this period of the liberal-labor coalition expcrience of
lobor, they can further the labor party objective not only
by propaganda but by trying to be instrumental in eflfecting
"1:bor party" actions,

Where Could the ISL Act?

In the New York discussion cf the plenum mections on poli-
tical action most attention centred around the Abner casc in
hicago. It was indeed an interesting situation and may be
typical of others to come up in the future. Howecver, this is
by far not the only sort of situation where we can have somce-
hing to say or some side to take,

On the national scale the most important candidacy, from
labor's present point of view, is that for Senater from Ohio
to run against Lobcrt A. Taft in 1950, Labor has openly
corrmiitted itseclf to put its 211 into the defecat of Taft in
1950 == Taft, the cmbodiment of Baft-Hartleyism. Yet, whilec
Taft has becn stumping the State in his own behalf, the Demo-
cratic Party has been backing and filling, shillyinz and
shallying, and has not yct nomed a candidate, Now it trans-
pircs that Truman mey not bec aversc to the rc-clection of
Taft as Senator and to his running a2s Kepublican presidential
candidate in 1952, Perhaps the labor burcaucracy is playing
aleng with this idcea. DBe that zs it may, herc is a case of
national importesncs, where, if labor's contentions arc to
be taken as bona fide, it has to step into the lcad. Not
that thc labor burcaucrats will, But the ISL and LA can try
to apprise the rank and file of the delinquency of its leader-
shi» in this political spot, and to show the nccezsity for
labor to take the initiative on its own behalf, for the
middle class farmers, for the professional workers, etce

Another development that may yield opportunities where
Mlabor party® actions will be pertinent, is in the South and
Southwest. In these regions there are newly cxpanding indus-
tries, also the concomitant drive for labor organization,
and both the CIO and AFL have madc considerable headway. At
the samc time therc is something of a politiecal renaissance
in the South, with the Negroes voting in larger numbers and
with the growing labor population rsalizing that the Dixiecrat
machines and the old politicians in the Democratic Party have
to be dcfeated. IHere definitely is a milieu in which lzbor
may, time and again, be ablc to take the lead for itself,
for the Negroes, for the poor and middle white population,
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Thouch we do not huve trade-union comrades in these regions,
LA can do good educational and agitational work in concrete
situations as they come up,

Of course, this whole development needs to be followed
closely. For example, PAC had a full-time representative in
Georgla to organize the defeat of James C. Davis frowm the
5th Ceorgla Dlstrict in the last Congressional camp 113N
The 5th District includes the city of Atlanta. avis 1is -
viciously anti-labor, The PAC declared the 1ssue of the cumn-
2izn to be unionism in the South. Congressmen, it sald, can
be for or against the employers! anti-union drive, However,
PAC did not run a labor candidate. Wasn't this a spot where,
if we had our pecople there, could have been utilized to press
for ‘labor party" action, if not for the labor party? And
not having our people there, would it not be of great educa-
tioncl value for LA to analyzc such situations for its
recaders and to propose certaln actions?

Other opoortunities present themselves In that hundreds
of CI0 and AFL membcrs run as candidates in the elections,
without our small say-soe. In Virginia, Temple Kessing,
prosidont of CIO Paper Vorkers Loczal 673, was clectcd to the
House of Delegates, bhelng the firat CIO mermber clected to
the Hous e, In Camden, New Jersey, Franit Meloni, mcember of
CIO Wholcsale & Levall Union, was cleceted to the State Asscmb=-
ly. In Yaterbury, Comneccticut, Armond Piorelli, CIO mctal
worker, won for ala‘ rman, In Frechold, Mcw Jdersey, Vilfrcd
“alker, CIO-UAW mcrher, was chosen for City Council. In Louis-
villc, Kcntueky, Clarcence Lattis, CIO-UAYW mcuber, became
Alderman. In ch Jersey secven out of clceven mcmbers of the
City Council of Florance TOJnShib arc CIO stcolwor:ers. In
Buf ia lo, New Yorz, Jarmes Y, HeGabe, president of 3tcelworkers
local 2497, was l,ctod to the Clt" Council, The 2bovs is,
of coursc, a vcry incomnlctc list of candidates and thelr
victorics or dcfeats.

How werc these candidates named? How werce the campaigns
conductcd? Vias there something the ISL could have done? And
now that thesec officeholders arc in local and State govern-
ments, the rank snd file should not permit them to be on their
own from this point out. The demands, the intercsts, the pres-
surcs of organized labor should Cﬂnqtuntly be fclt by therme
Labor has to learn to kecp tabs on ropresentatives from its
own ranks and make them responsible to it.

Union men hold not only clective jobs in local and State
covernments, but also appointive jobs., Sometimes these ap-
pointive jobs ars given as jpatronage -- roward for supports

Sonc tllPS, too, a liberal like Governor Zowles of Conneccticut
makes such 2pnointments az a matter of principle, DBowles has

&

madc soveral asuch appointments to quite responsible postse

Should these union men be 1ri‘ctcn of{f as Jjust politicinns,
lost to the rank and file o indccd., Agaln, labor should
claim them as res wonolble to it, making its derrands felt, and



asking for cxplanations as tc vhy sueh demands are not fulfilled®
when they arc not,

Thcere has besn some centroversy in our ranks about the
succcssful Shelley cam»naign in California. But we have heard
nothing about the campaign of Gayle L, Collins, an internation-
al rcprcsentative of the UAW. He ran for Assembly fronm the
69th District in Czlifornia, and trailed the machine Democrat
by 3000 votcs. Dut the campaign was significant in that
Collins, 2 CIO man, got the suvport of the AFL, though the AL
has more numcrical strength in that district, Collins! mana-
ger was an AFL man, Both organizations realized they were
fighting the Democratic machine with a labor candidate. I
do not ¥now what kind of camnaign was fought. But ISL nembers
on thc spot, if any, might well have entered into this situa-
tion, nct only because of the united labor fight against the
Donocratic maehinc, but also because of the opportunity to pre=-
scnt the best possible platform, including the advocacy of a
labor partye.

The general opinion scems to bDe that the ISL tradc-union-
i3ts in Detroit could not have supported Lduards in tho last
¢lcetion.s The prinusry consideraticr should be whethcr or not
they could have dons congtructive werk, ifrom our peint ol view,
It rust e recalled that Edwards' opponent Cobo madc a veiled
racist compaign, aopcaling on this basis to small prepertied
peonle, and s¢ cn. BLdwards did not risc to the roquircrnients
for o forthright, uncquivocal working class pletform. Could
the ISL coemrades have challenged Edwsrds: TIf you acre labor's
candidatc, then be 1ts spokecnian on 2ll points, I your tics
with peliticlanz and machinces provent you from being a labor
candidate on 11 fours, then veu have ne rizht to run as suche”
In other words, = challenge Tor the clarifleation and radicali=-

ation of Eduards' »ositicn sccened callsd for. Only after
such o try on thc nart of ISLors could the deelsion have becn
12d¢ on whether or not to support hin,

The 60-dollar question has bgen raised, Do menbers of
the ISL join the Derocratic Party? This is supposed to floor
the most hoardy ISLer. How can hie Joln a capltalist party?
Adnittedly, 1tt!'s a dlstasteful step to take. Iowever, no
principle 1s involved. Basing ISL policy con an und-rstanding
of the prescnt situation in labor nolitics, the only zpproach
to whether the comrades involved jein the Democratle Party or
not = probably in nmost cascs, :hether they register in the
primaries or not - is a purcly opcrational one., IDach instance
would have to be decided separatcly. The criterion would
have to be whether joining or registering would further thc
particular objectives the ISL sects in cach instancc, And in
caclhh instance the step would have to be taken In a discrect
and principled fashicn,

~i

Soric NC Opinions

Comrades on the NC show considcrable timidity and incone
sisteney in their proposals. TFor exanmplc, Commrade Ferguscn is
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for supporting labor candidates who bellieve in the labor party
but run in elections on the Democratic ticket "under the mis=-
taken belief that this will lecd to building a suificient
segment of labor Democrats to launch later a Laber Party by
subsequent split." Such labor candidates are to be supported
but - mind you = from the outside, no joining the Democratic
Party. These candidates arc running because they hope Dby
their activity to make "™aore concrete™ - in Ferguson's words

- fitheir demand for and activity on behalf of prometing the
slogan 'build labor's independent machine.'" Isn't 1t con=-
ceivable that under certain very apecial circumstances members
of the ISL might do more at the side of such labor militants
within the Democratic Party than outside, always making clear
why the ISLers take such action?

Comrade Garrett, on his part, is for supporting labor
candidates of thr kind and in the situations envisaged by the
Shachtman motion, but -- god forbid -- the members of the ISL
must not participate in the struggle in the primarics to get
these candidates on the ticket. It is this struggle, of
coursc, which 1s the important thing, meant to encourage and
strengthen rank-and-file-initiated action., Q{uite cenccelvably
the PC night advise comrades in such promising situations to
rczizter and enter into the primary fight, depending on what
gocd might be accorplished thereby. Naturally our comrades
would meke to the militants involved the proper explanation
of why they choose to be at the latter's side in thelr strug-
glo.

Comrade Hall, oppezed to the Shachtman motion and foare
ful that such a policy will 2iscourage altogether those fow
nilitants who now favor a labor »narty, rcduces the function of
the ISL in the coming period to sitting in the spcetatoer's
gallery, to be sure undcr a banncr, Yot this is a poriod of
intensc laber politica. Though net on the level hoped for,
there 1is interest and motion throughout labor's ranks, Conso-
cuently here is a milieu within which the ISL may ncerform sore
concrcte tasks in fundamental political cducation through ad-
vocating definite actions. Certainly such a policy is bosct
with dangers - to be avoided, howsver, as our best intcellige-
gence will allew us to,.

If Comrade Hall is gloocuy about our 2bility to stcer a
principled coursc through such a milieu, let hin consider the
fact trhat in 19:4 thc conventiocn of the WP passed a rcsoclution
presenting to French revelutionaries the policy of advocating

a CP=-SP govermment, (Incidentally I was oppesed to this
resclution beecausce under no circumstances weuld I advocate
putting the CP intc power, knowing what power in the hands of
the CF bccomes), Fowever, the idca behind the WP resolution
was ‘that the Prengi workers would learn te dlscredit both the

CP and SP only through these parties! failure either to angwer

the ca 11 to nower or, taking powecr, to satisfy the working
classe. What 2 challenge to the intelligence and political

acurien of revoluticnarics - the traditional encnies of Loth
the CP and 3P - to put out such a slogan and still net com-




-7-

pronisc themselves with the workcrs. Yot it was decmed quite
possible to do this., Certainly in the less acute and simpler
situation presented to us in following the general linc of

the Shachtman motion, the ISL and L4 will find the ways to keep
its principled position clcar and yet do those things that may
iclp laber to morc maturity, while it goes through this ex-
pericnce with a liberal-labor coalition in the DP.

Comrade Hall, ewmidst a mcss of unconvincing objections,
produccd onc¢ that appceared morc weighty than the rest, If I
understecd him correctly, he holds that the ISL rust not com-
promise on its simon-purc labor narty vositicn becausc Tafte
Hartleyism is not the exclusive posscssion of the Republican
Party but is also part and parcel of the Fair Dcal and of thoe
Dcmocratic Party. He d1d not go into an explanation, but pre-
sumably he bases himself on thc official position of the
ISL that prcecscnt-day American capitalisn, rapidly militariz-
ing itself, engenders Taft-Hartleyism in scme form or othors
Indcecd thls basic explanation must constantly be madc to
workers in our propaganda for a labor party -- and incidental-
ly in propaganda for a workcrs government, which two last
words havc been neithcr seen nor heard for a leng time,

However, truc aus may be Hall's point, it does not alter
the fact that labor belicves there is a diffcrence betweer
the Democratic Party and the Republican Party on Taft-Hartley-
isme, Labor puts the Fair Deal and anti-Taft-Hartlcyism in
the same package. When labor's illusions about the Fair
Deal arc exploded, then alsoc will be cxploded its confidcnce
in the anti-Taft-Hartleyism of thc Democcratic Party liberals,
As e¢xplained above, this disillusionment will come tc labor
only after the experience of electing Into administrative
and legislative control enough Fair Decalcrs to lick the ve-
actlonary ccalition. When the Fair Dealers, in ungucstioned
power, fall in their promises on social security, on Taft=-
Hartleyism, etc., labor's eyecs will be opcned. Do wc sit and
wailt in the meantime?

If members of the ISL should enter into primary situations
or clecetions where labor's independence can be furthercd, they
naturally would never do so as supporters of the Democratic
Party. They arc advocates of the labor party and opponcnts
of the capitalist partics., They say to those militants with
whom they have influcncc: “You know our position on a labor
party. Ve believe that it aleonc can fight for the intcrosts
of the workers and of the great majority of the peoplc, and
tha t such a party slonc can be held responsible to the
pcoples You, who arc militants, are not quitec convinced of
this, and the mass of workcrs are not even thinking about a
labor party. We can cither climb into our ivy tower 5ill lae
ber is disillusiocncd with the I'air Dcalers, and then perhaps
gcc labor's rctrogression by the impact of disillusionient
and discouragement; or wc can stay with labor and try whercver
possinle te cncoursge its independent action, cven within the
Democratic Party sctup, so that the fanks may learn somce-
thing about thelr strength, their ability to do things theme
selves, and thus be prepared for a constructive step forward
alfter this Fair Decal honeymoon is over,™
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Those opposed to the Shachtman motion have sought to
show that it is fultile, a going around in circles, they saye
Pointing to the Abner case, they ask, supposing he should win
“the primary fight and cven be clected, must not the outcome
be that he will become part of the liber l-labor coalition?
But, of course, he will, The whole assumption is that labor
will work within this coalition. A successful primary fight
is a skirmish, not a war, but such skirmishes build up the

tnow=how for winning the war -- the war for a labor party when
and if it is declared. TFurthocrmore, the intercst of the
rank and file in Abner docs not end with his election and be-
coming part of the liberal-labor coaltion. The ranks must
continue to regerd him as their own, subject to their inter-
csts and their pressures, The need for this kind of follcw=-
through by the ranks should be hammcred home bv ISL mewbcrs
locally and by the ISL and LA.

Will There Be a Labor Party?

While we are ardent proponcnts of an 1ndcpcndent labor

party, we do not know that the course of labor polliics in

nerica will be through a labor party, nanely, through the
formation of a2n independent labor party of the kind we now
have in mind. Thoere may be a different development. Isn't
there a possibility that the rcactionaries, conservatives
and Dixiccrats will ccalesce into a political party with
such men a3 Byrnes and DBiscnhower as leadcrs? In such case,
the liberzl-labor-coalition will remain as the Democratic
Party. Uith its ranks cleoared of ths rightist elemcnts, the
leftist tendencies in the Democratic Party would be strenghten-
ed, In eassencc this would be not too far rcmoved from the
conservative and labor division in politics as in IEnglande
Whether, with such a political division, american labor would
foel the need to form an independent labor party with the
content we now give it, remains to bc secen. If there be
such a developpment as above described, isn't it likely that
from there labor wyould have to go into a nore radical workers
party?than what we now have in rlnd as an independent labor
party

Comrade Shachtman's rcasoning that a labor party must
emerge in this country, runs someithing as followse. The Dcmo=
cratic Party is a machlne rooted in economic intercsts and in
the patronage system., The labor bureaucrats pressed to scek
political power, will be in heade~on conflict with the burcau=
crats of the patronage sy stem. The latter will not glve
ground or change its charactcr, and thercforc the former will
have no choice but to branch out for themselves,

Therc scem to be some flaws in this reasoning. In the
first place, the patrond e syoten is not as invulneraible as
claimeds "Political machincg can be broken up by the cloctore-
ate, a3 has becn recently shown in somc instancecs. In the
second place, there nced not bHe a head-on conflict botween
labor and political burcaucrats. A4 modus vivendi and a nodus
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opcrandl can be arrived at bctween them. This is evidenced by
the growing number of labor condidates and of appointments

of labor officials to politicel jobs. In the third place,
there is no cvidence in this country that labor burcaucrats
want to assume political rcsponsibility in ldadership, Quite
the contrary is the case.

“hat the ISL can do in the present situation is to
teach, cncourage and urge rank-and-file thinking on current
problems, rank-and-file initiative, rank-and-file actions in
situations wherc the ranks nay become aware of their inde-
pondent cntity, their power and tlhieir cruclal importanccs
411 this is concretized in the labor party, and we of the
ISL educate and propagate for thls objective. From thls kind
of preparation alone will come political developments in the
interest of all working pconlic and of all soclety. Just vhat
phvsical form thesc devclopments will take, there arc no
prophcts at hand to tell use

Qur Lost Convention .

The resolution adopted at our last convention on "The
Situation in the United States and Our Hext Tasks™ contains
the following very wilac paragraph: '

Tn- any casc, however, what is indlcated for the period
ahcad iz a process of the growth, consolidation and extension
of the political apparatus of the labor movement or of ita
thrce scctions. This holds true evon if -~ indocd periaps
espeeially if -- the project of 'capturing' thce Democratic

" Party is embnrked upon. This proccss nas a lcgic and intern-
al drive of its own and also prescnts grecat opportunitics for
the left wing of labor and for pro=-labor-party millteonts,

These have, in the first place, the tasik of demanding tha

these political machincs do not merely remain top cormittces

of burcaucrats; that they be extended and bullt from the

ground up, or at any rate extended cdown to the involvement of
the ranlt and file of labor; that the rank and file havce the
decisive voice about what these political machines should-do,
what politics they should pursue, vhat candldates cendorse,

what platforms put forwarde Shase the PAC and LLP.L inte func-
tioniﬁg rnembership grouns in the grass roots of the labor move-
mentdl

However, therc was unfortunately no implcmentation of
thiz attitude in the recsolution, except for the calling of
a Political Action Congress of Labor. Though such a congrcss
would be a tremecndously progrezsive step, this is not rcally
working at the gragss roots. I subnit that the general line
of the Shachtiman motion docs permit exactly the kind of grasse
roots activity the above quotation describces, and ny idcas
expressed herein enlarge the vision-of possibilitics T
activity,

Is it not time to guestion our policy of the protest vote,
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the vote for some soclalist candidate? Is this not an cvasion
of a complicated problem rather than a facing of it? Ve

have not ourselves been impressed by this policy, many of us
not- even bothering to go to cast the protest vote., Thwus by
our ncts we evaluate the policy as unsultable. Lavor is try-
ing to accomplish something by its votes. The CIO and AFL
will be spending some six or seven rillions to prove this in
the 1950 clection. Is this the time for “token voting™” as a
policy in the absence of a labor party? Is it not incumbent

on us to enter into the miliecu of 1abor politics as wc find 1t
»

therein, according to our neans, GO try to influence an undere=
standing of and actions toward more class-conscious politics?
vie have ceased o pub up our own candidates "to do our duty."
However, we still tell workers ito cast a Sccialist vobe ==
and thereby we still "do our dutye”

# i #
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TEE ABNER CAUPAIGN AND IST POLICY

By William Barton

The article by R. L, Ferguson in the March 27 LABCR AC-
TION on the campnaizn of %Willougchby Abner for the Democratic
noimination for State 3enator from a Chicago district may be
a gocd report of political zsventse. From that viewpoint those
of us with 1little additional information are in no position

o eriticize., But, Ferguson has presented far more than a
ncws account. He has a posltion to offer, though he does not
state it as such. The implication is obvious -=- Abner'!s canm=-
paign in the primaries should be supported by readers ol
LAZOR ACTION who can be involved,

Therc is not merely the advice to Democratic enrollccs
in the 5th Illinols Senatorial District to votec for Abner,
That is a debatablc question, but 1t is not the one wiaich
t2is writer wiches to debate right now. The point at issue
is Feorpuson's implicit evaluation of the Abner clectoral
effort as onc warranting enthusiastic sunport as a part of
the fight of the labor movement azainst onc of the rnost
powerful rachincs of the capitalist partics. With all his
cualifications, Fasrguson appears definitely to regard the
campaign 2m a possible "tep® in the dircetion of indcpondent
labor politics,

Withcut lnowing all the details of this particular situ-
ation, this obscrvor belicvecs that Ferguson's attitudc 1is
part of o dangerous declusion that LABCR ACTION should Lo come
batting, not fostering. Thic 1948 clection was considcred
"our victory" by much of the labor movement, both lcaders and
rank and file. Too nmany rcgard the Demoeratic Party as “their
party", oroducing that tie to the Fair Dcal Administration
wiiich hasg proven so ruinouse.

The dispute with the Chicago reprcacntatives of that ad-
ministration, according to the article, came about because
the CIO=PAC's nominces were all turned down by the political
bossess In other words, even if gsome of the PAC selections
had heen accepted by Arvey and company there would have been
no fight, This is hardly a fitting start for an independent
labor political fight,

Ferguson concludes by calling for an independent campaign
by Abner if he should lose in the nrimary, but calls such
a nossible defeat ‘'an outcoie not at all inevitable nor to be
wished fore®™ I am not so sure, HNothing could be more embar-
rassing to Farguson than Abner's primary victorye. To refuse
tc sunport him in the clection under the Dericeratic banner
would then be comically illogicales To support him would nmcan
working for the victery of a candidate on the Democratic ticke
et, who weuld undoubtcdly be then warrmly endorsed by the game
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machine that had prcviously been his eneny. This has been
the general experience in gimilar electicns,

~ If Abner then won, he might actually find himself in frce-
guent conflict with some of the other Deriocratic Chicago legis-
atorse The nature of such conflicts is indicated by Abner's
reported charge that “the machine has not coopsrated even with
its 'liberal! governor, Stevcnson, on nany vital issues,”
Abner might thus line up with the state's lcading Mair Dealer
against scme of the local rcealcitrant Democrats,

Opronent Marshall Zershsll was probably not far off when
he told aAbner, "I don't disagree with anything you say." That
is the crux of current labor politics, The officilal Falr Deal
program is the political program of the labor novement, in
most essentialse Most 'machine™ ncliticians are outspolen sup-
porters of the same program. They may disagrees witiy labor about
just who is to get the political plums; a nachine has to live,
recgardless of its program for the voters.

Bven if therc werc frequent disputes over posts, that
vould hardly be sufficient to proript LABOR ACTION enthusiasm
over a specific atteormpt by labor unions to get thelr nien in,
But, even such conflicts are not teoc likely to bcecome widee
apread. A pattern of American politics has been devcloping
for the peat decade and a half which is likely to become more
proriinent. The Democratic Party apparatus recaots on two zc=-

arate organized groupns -- the nachines and the labor movement,
Tliey are not distinetly scparats, fer the nachines basc their
appeal on the "pro-labor™ color of thelr narty. In burn, they
sunport candidates of the laltor novement, as well as the
idcologilcal affiliatecs of the Amcricans for Democratic Actions
This latter has occurred less in some arcas than otlicrs, hut
should be nore typical cverywhere in tho necar fuburc,

The »roblem of creating a political apparatus for labor
has been solved, The twe tasks now arc the crcation of o yvecar-
round orgaonization and the Serniinaticn of the status of on ad=
junct of the Fair Deal organizations The former iz largdy dec=-
nendcent on the lattcr. Supnort to any development which will
accocntuate the allisnce with the Democratic Party is hardly to
be desired. A primary victory for Abner would do just that, ,
Menmbvers of unions in that district and others with close politi-
cal ties to thosc engaged in the campaign might find it »ro-
pcr to neintain their liaison with their close co=-workors Wy
particivating in the campaign for Abner; they can thus roveal
the possibilities of independent political action. 2ut it re-
nains politically off the becam for a reporter for LAZOR ACTION
50 add his veice.

i #



TI'E LalCR BURDAUCLACY TN il DUMCCRATIC PARTY

(A Discussion of Political Folicy)

The Independent Sociallet League 1s discussing a
al on political action by Comrade Ilax Shachtuan whic
signed, in the opinion of its author and tiaose who
to give the independent socialists a political lch
present situation.

'*j(/)")

And some kind of a lever 1s badly needed, For we are
faced with a situatlon in whiich the woriking class, desnite its
creat organizational power, remains a pretty inert political

mass which is stuck solidly to the Fair Deal wing cf the Demo=-
cratic Partye.

Every discussion of thz political tactl I

by revolutionary sodcialists has to stars thh this facte 4And
every proposal has to start with two guestions: 1) Why does
labor stick to the Democrats despite al1 the kicks in the teeth
and the backside they have got from their friends? and 2) What
forces or developments can be expected to start the working
class in motion away from ite political alliance with capital,
and towards independent political organization?

cf:‘i

On the first question therc scems to be a falr amount of
agreement within the ISL, Just prior to the elections of 1948,
winen 1t seemed that the Democrats wers going down to defeat
in the post-war reaction, therc was growing sentiment among
the ranks of the workers and even in the labor ourCQuoracy for
gome kind of political indepcndence. Dut the smashins Truman
victory at the polls dampencd the ardor of the conscious DYPO=
labor party trade unionists, reconvinced the hesitant ones of
the nccessity of continuing with their past political policy,
and stopped the development of pro-lgbor party sentiments among
those whe were just beginning to thinik along labor party lines,

The fiasco of the Wallace movement put another knife in
the back of the labor party idea. But all this was Juast the
bsychological reaction to the social situation in the country,.
Even iwore lwportant than the Truman viebory was the continucd
high cmployment and the growinc intensity of the cold war and

~1ts by=product of the anti-3talinist, anti-subversive drive.

, It 1s important that wc kecp these things in nind in a
discusgion of political policy. I'or the rioment vic loasc from
sizht the gencral social conditiocns which arc the chicef dcter-
minants of the political policiszs of beth the working clas
and the Capit&llabo, wWe run unC risk of shaping our policics
on thec basis of secondary considcrations. '

Why do the labor lcaders and thc workers gencrally clcave



o the Democratic Party at this particular time?

cause the Pair Degl wing of that party has bcen oble
1 them cnough to reinforcc the conscrvative side of
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political thinkinge. The Fair Desal has nromised much
th it h
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an it has produced. In many instances it has sonc

the wishes of the laber lsaders and the ranks, Dut

here is high employment in the country. Honmcs arc

ng built. The fair dealers try to kcep rent controls one
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Ni Republican cfforts to slash tho Jucht...wa
budgect represonts 257 of the national Incomee In thic face
thesc facts why should the lebor leaders brook with the
Pair Deal and -enter what secms to then \hnd is for them) the
sxtremely dangerous road of organizing the workers into a
class party?

o crE o W

And then there 1s forecign policy. Yhe labor lcaders

uupoort the administration's foreign policy to the Rilt, and

they drcam of doing nothinz clse,. For thcm, and for the

ranks as well, to advocate any othor kind of a forcign policy
would require a degrce of political understanding which would
verge on socialist consciousncas. They can comfortably sup-
povt the policy of american imperialiism bccause Por ong thing,
it gives them a chiianece to clean out the t111n1 and the
r%d;cal "subversives" from their own front yard nnd clamp on
he labor movement their own rachine control morc solidly than
gvei before,

If these be the major reasons for the adherencc of the
working class and above 2ll the labor burcaucrabs to canital=-
ist politics, vhat chingcs must take place in the social situ-
ation which would in turn, change the thinking of ‘"ongh
workers to gilve thc idea of 1pxerondent class nolitics sonme
rcal macss backing in the unions?

Tt will not be cnough for the Fair Dealcrs to fail o
ksep their political promiscs. “hey have never kept therle A
sufficicent deterioration ﬂust take nlace in the cconoule or
social situation of masces of workers to ccnvince them thab
their only salvation 11&3 in indepsndent political organiza-
tione Thcy must boecome convinecd from cxpericnce that ncither
Tair Deal nor any other kind of capitalist politles con glve

ther what tacv want or at the very lcast guarantec thom vhat
they haves As 1on as our progsent social order and our PDre=
scnt political t103 can SAulSIj the workers mors or log
at the present 1bvdl they will not break them from their

decpcndence on ca pluAlist politics and capitalist politicians,

-

But doesn't that mean that until such a major scecial
tvrn uukos place the ISL is doomed to "political isolation"?
Docsn't 1t mean that our labor party slogan will continue to
fall on decaf ears? Yes it does. DBut so will appzals to the
labor lecaders to launch an osen sbtruggle sgainst their
political Fair Deal allies inside the Democratic Party.
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But then what 1s the use of Comrade Shachtman's propose-
al? Does he, perhaps, see gome fissure in tue labore-capital-
ist political alliance into which a lever can be drivsn now
under the present 01rcuﬂodancvo, and by means of which the
process of separation can be starbted before the change in
the general situation takes place which has been Ade scribed
above @3 necessary Lo ta« devvlcpment of political indcnendw-
snce vy the worlln“ cla

The key to Comrade ting preoposal is contained in

the followin~: phrase in is nmotion (FORUM, Vol. I, Noue 2, Pe

20) Teeeto support a 1i at will deepon and sharpen the

conflict of interesits beitwesn the bLurezucracy of the offiicial
4

capitalist parties and the labor leadership that has atiaclhicd
itself to these parties, thercby contributing te a separation

between them,"

The "fissure" is thoe "econflict of interssta’ betwecn the
labor and Democrsatic burcaucracles, The lever is the politic-
el policy of urglub the lavor lcaders to themselves contest
for major posts against the candidates of the regular Denmo=

cratic machinese

In his motion Comrade Shachtman does not describec the
fissure at 2lle DSut he has done so before the Ncw York ISL
m“nzcwsan more or less as follows The Dernocratic nollitl-
cians Dase themsclves on a n&culnc, the 1ife-blood of wiilchy
is »atronage. For thelr nower and influcnce they depcnd on
their control of that machine., Tho -uor burraucr“+s, on

the other hand, basc themsclvses on thelr union OI”CIlZCJlonS.
Their 1 Ol;thdl powcr depends on thirir nosltion as unicn
lcaders, and not on the patronsge of a political mnachinc,

]

2

And as they beecome Wnorg“ulngly avare of the political
power wiailech the unions give then, they cannot be satisficd
with the role of vote~-catecliers for fthe machine nolitlcians,
They cqn be satisflcd only with the substance of a political
powcr to which they fcel their social role ontitles Lhcne

In this conflict for powcr and prestige of two burcoue-
cracics which have differont scocizl bagvs, Conrade 3l:achitnian
sces the fissure into which hic proposces that we do our sharc
to drive o political lcver, Once sufficient foreccs have been
gathered to push on the lever the fissurc vill be wicdcned,
the conflict between the bursaueracies inercased, and the

working class will then find it casicr to pour *hrourh the
gap and drivc to rcal organ izaticnal and “olitlc“l indencnde
c¢nce on the parliamcntary fiecld.

The trouble with this whole theory is that 15 loys much
too great cmphasis on a gencralization, And more than that,
on a generalization which has relatively little sipgnificance
in the political liic of aArmerica todaye

It is true that the burcaucracies of labor and of the



Democratic Party have differcnt social bases and that hence
their ambitions collide. Friction there has becn and there
will be, and even dog-fights. But a labor party will not be
formed in this country on the basis of this contest cof ambie
tionse For the labor burecaucracy to launch out on the opcn
seas of class politics is 2 much too serious step to be taken
on the basis of the thwarted political ambitions of this or
that labor leader, The labor lcadcrs will be driven to break

their prcsent political alliance only by developments in the
class struggle which pit them sgainst the Falr Deal, such-as
strikes and problems of -defonse of union rights, lay=-ofis,
uncmployment and a gerncral discontent in the ranks  of the
working class unlch rilsht take the form of factionnl dovilop-
ricnts in the unions, in goneral a;srupting the stability of
the burcaucrats' cont rol.

Despite the frictions wlhiich exist bstween the two burcau-
cracics, they stick togethera Tlc" arc ccrmented by o conmon
capitalist idcology; by the wvhole atmosphcrc of "national
unity " which is part of the cold war; by their shared con-

cupt of the pOllthdl abilitics of the working class ("they
on't cven resister or vote'); by thoir joint stake in the
wealth and prestige of American imperialism.

To be sure, thecsc are the same factors which koep the
ranks in linc. But the shoe begins to pinch the workcrs
long before it makes the bureausrats uncomfortables Whcen
unemployrent and speced-un and continued prlcc inercascs ond
lonz strikes with mbagcr rcaults and the witch-hunt atmos-
phcre in the plants and centinucd diucrimlnation against Noe
groes == when all tncgw begin to build up into a consciousness
that th 1ng are gctting unbearadble, the advanced strata of
the workers will compell thc labor burbaucrgts to draw necw
political conclusions,

The trouble with Cormade shachtrants nroposal (and I
o deali nq with only onc of its troubles in this article)
is thot he is greatly OVfr-emohasizinU a ccnstant source of
friction between the burcaucracice and is atitcmpting to bose
a nolitical %tactlc on it,

But izn't 1t possiblc that the incvitable political sc=-
paration of the classcg in America will start with friction
insidc the prescnt political allicnecce of the Failr Dealcrs
with the labor burcaucrats, that is, inside thc Democratic
Party? Yos, 1t 1s "possible.” But the expericnce of the
pro=labor party riovement in 1948 shows that vhen disillusion-
nent with copitalist polities taxcg place in the labor movee
rient 1t takes the feorm of tondencics toward indencendcent
political organization and not for continued strugzls inside
the Democratic Party.

by

That 1s the situation tosards which ocur policics rust
be dirccted. The rcvolutionists must keep thelr ceycs open
for the cracks in the capitalist-labor political cealition

&
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wiich herald a rcal struggle, ond quickly adopt nolicics
woicli will serve as levers $o uiden them. But in our anxiety

to gct out of the politicel isolation imposed on us by the
social and political situation ¢f the working class in Avcri-
ca today wc must not deludec oursclves into mistalting don-
fights over the boncc of political office bectween bureaucra-
cies for major socizl struggles. TFor such a nistake can only
lecad vws inte o dog-fight, and that isn't, as they say, our
kind of rcd ricat,
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