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THE ART OF MUDDLING

Peul Temple

Comrade Johnson has written the "rounded® resolution for which Conrade
Allen pleaded, and it seems that Allen is satisfieds Romnded it is: it goes
round and round the subjeot of the national question in occupied Europe.

' That is why this will not be -- primarily -- an srgument against John-
son's views. Revolutionary Marxists (having themselves often a predilection
for logic) ere inelined to get all set for a slugging match with an opponent
who likewise fires away. with contrary argument end fact. This is nat good
preparation for tengling with a whirling dervish. '

°  The first job necessary on Johnson 's resolution is to find out what
on earth hc is doing in between page 1 and pege 36 of his document. For®
- Comrade Johnson has an amazing talent -~ it is thet of juxtaposing two sen-
tences which have as little relationship to each other as they have to the
question at issue, and of "‘cementing them together with the boldly assured
air or meking same kind of point. ' -
I propose to analyze Johnson 's command of ‘the art of muddling. When
a questiion is muddled thoroughly, expertly, end with a neive mestery, it is
& necessary preliminary.

WHY A RESOLUTION ON THE NATIONAL QUESTION?

X Johnson has written his resolution to ‘show that there-is no need for
- a resolution on the national questlon in Europe.

Its appearance as a substitute for the NC resolution on this question
is purely a matter of form. It is 1ntroduced only because the NC resolu-
tion was introduced. It is, in fact, in essence a protest ageinst the in- ,
troduction of a separaete full-length resolution on the national question at
all. Tne point of his’ resolution is to relegate the matter to its proper

place.

What is its proper plaoe, to Johnson ? No need for him to explain;
he demonstrntes it. :

. First of all, he deletes the vocry first paragraph of the NC resolution
which states the' reason for the document's existenco. This parasgraph begins:

_ "Tuis being so, the most important fact to record
"in the world today 1s that the yearnings of the vast ma-

‘- jority of the peoples of this globe may be summed up in
the phrase: national independence, national frecdom from
foreign rulé and oppression.”

‘ At ‘this point then, *the nub of the discussion is left up in the air.
For of course mcrcly to agr.e that there is a national quegtion in Europe
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itself points novhere; there is elsc a women question, a food quacstioca, etc.
But why docs the NC pro,ent e"full- length resolution on the nctional quoc-
tion? L

o
-

Tne NC presents the national ques tlon as bélng of d30151vo importenco

- 'to the revolutionery movement in the cccupied ccuntries end tc the future of
-revoluticnary perties there; as the new acte dominating the peliticel scone,
‘ to 'which the venguard sust reect with now pclicies; end beceusc it is nevi

and decisive, &s tho cne which must be pulled out from the welter of "qucs-

tions" in a world scene which teems with them, and held aloft so that the
spotlight of the partyts pcliticel -thinking may be focussed upon it until
it 1s as integral & psrt of our ideclogy as is cur enalysis cf Gérmen fas-
cism, foith in the sccialist revclation .and the revcluticnary rcle of the

. prolctariet, etc.

Johnson deletes. thurallj, one expects that his cwn dccumont will
meke the reason for this deleticn clear. '

A VITAL °TATISTIC

His resolutian is divided into Part I, en An=lysis, and Pert II, Con-
c¢lusions. His 14—page Analysis secticn amply demcnstrestes the "nrcpcr
place," in his enalysis, tc which he relegates the fact thet the minds and
heerts of the Eurcpean proleturist ere tcdey peintod in the first instence
to the yearnlng fer netionsl 11beraticn.

For in his 14 peges cf s1ngle-spaco‘ "anelv81s," tugre is exactly ONE
sentence which =-- 1ncidetnellv and tendenticusly =-- lets out thet SUCH u

" state of mind cxists in the proleterlat.

You understend that Jthnson—is net ncted for sententiousness. In fhls
seme "anelysis™ hie ues plenty to say: == paregraphs, peges and seoticns --
on the characterlstlcs of German fascism;- the .state of the European bour-

‘gecisie; the inevitebility of the socxalist rGVulutlcn, the unity, decisive

role and revclutionsry pitch of the prolet?rlat thé world role cf nmurican

Amperialism; etc. and sC ferthes e .

‘=~~oné ONE Sentence cn the feet that in Eurupe toﬂey,~the great majcrity
of the prcletariat immediately lock upon their tnsk as being the bourgecis—
democeretic cne of naticnal liberation. It is in the interests of "the clar-

" ity cf the vsnguprd" that thls ragcut is lcbule4 "The, Naticnal Question and

the Class Struggle.

This fcrlorn centence, which wanders in ¢n pege 7, 1s itself angleld to
Jchnson's purpcse : T ' E C

"in the minds cf the messes ¢f the werkers cf the cppressed
. countries their liberaticn frcm erimes end eatestrophus of
"thirty yoars cf copitalist scecicty undoubtedly takes thc ferm
cf the struggle against the forcign opprossor.” “

Charecteristically the very next word is "But." I shell rcturn to Johknson's

angle later, > 4_6 8
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Now a political resol: ion enalyzing the world scene at large might
mention in a passing sentence the role of the women workers in industry,
or the reaction of the Siciliens to 4G, or the conflicts within the Bri-
tish bourgeoisie. That mey be thcir "proper place", in a general politic-
el resolution. Does Johnson believc thet the new netional aspirations of
the proletariat of modern Europe, which eru decisive for the vork of revo-
lutionists there, merit such pessing end cursory reccognition in the course
of en over-ell-survey type of resolution? He does not szy so; he docs s0,

This is one clement of his resolution. It conveys its meoning first
in what he does not sy, whet it does not write pesges cbout. It is like
a photogreph of a midget which includes a normel mcn in order to smphasize
the smellness. The man tekes up more room in the picture, but the point
of the picture is that the midgct is teking up very little room indced.

A COUPLE OF TRANSIENT THOUGHTS

. I have reiterated thcot the NC resolution secks to highlight the na-
tional question because it is new £nd decisive. It is plain, is it not,
from Johnson's "Anclysis" scction, thet he thinks it is neither. How
possibly could en onelysi. Iike his be written by a men vho 4ié?

But do not jump to conclusions about Johnson. Stuck away in two
crevices of his resolution is the very incidentel comment thet it is both.

For elong on page 25 -- AFTER finishing his enelysis end procecding to
the "'asks of the Venguerd™; and even AFTER finishing with the tasks of the
vanguzrd in the ocCuQiéd comtries- end heving started on their tasks in
Germany -- Johnson mentions that: ‘

~ nthe national question in Europc is a naw question -
for the proleteriet in the occupicd countries, such as
Francc, Holland and Belgium."

This phenomenon, therefore, to which he saw fit to devotc one sentence in
his eneclysis -- the striking fact that the proletariat in the big sdvenced
imperianlist states is &t present preoccupied with the question of national
liberntion -- is NEW, new for the prolectariect, new for us.

Does he mention this intriguing Tact in order to makc & point of it,
for the education of the vanguard ? Hardly -- thct would confer 100 much
importance upon it. The casuel reference, which is first of all qualified
by a conditionel mif", is therefore limited to & subordinate cluuse thrown
in to introduce the section on the burning problem of nationel independence..
in Germeny ! S

Still he does &dmit that it is ncw, unprecedcnted. But surely -- not
after having written thet "inelysis," --- surely he cennot odmit that it is
a decisive question for the venguard's opproach to the proletariat? Surely

‘he cennot admit what he had post-haste deleted, the facet thet "the yearnings
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of the vast mejority of the pcoples of this globe mey be swmed up in the
phrase' national indepcndonco.‘. ? .

‘But oh page 23, onc ccn poke around and find ths follovd ng:
"In the circumstances of the underground movement,

however, workers; taken as e whole, aro likely to mﬁke
" struggle egainst the forelgn tyrent their first and in

fact their mein criterion.®

Is this not unimpértant'obsarvation perhaps used as part of a build-up

to hammer home the necessity of & vigorous, posxtlve, and encrgetic attitude

by. the venguerd on the nestionnl question? . Huaven forbid : it is inscrted ct
this p01nt._g;g to show why the Stalinists ere in one sensc more dengerous

"The workers will mék: struggle egeinst the foreign tyrent their mein
criterion," 'ssys Jolinson rn pasSIrg.‘»Thcir main eriterion for what? Why,
their mein criterion for whether they will listen to you or not; their main
eriterion for whether they will swing "into action or not; their mein cri-
terion for vhether they: will let you get within a hundred yerds of them so
thet you may raiso the slogan of the Soclcllst United States of Eu:ope'

.Thﬂt is why the NC adopts a resolution which, for the educction of the van-

guard, emphasizes and spotllghts Pnd hammers away at and focusses attention
on what 1is nev. R

A}

fo. BUT HE'S FOR THE SIDG$N TOO.

But isn 't a1l this unjust to Jolnson? Isn't it true that he has writ-
ten into his document, between page 1 end pege 36, & scction which categoric-
ally proposcs the slogen of nctionol independence as the "mein politicel
slogrn of the day™ in the ocoupiel countries ? It is- £1) there on pege 17,

even though there is not & hint of political preparatlon in the "Anslysis"
for this sudden burst of enthusiasm. . :

t N «

In Johﬁspnﬁ‘s resolution, the.seékex fiﬁds.' Jonnsqn énn‘say :;"There

noti! See, I'm for the slogen of netionsl liberation; I say so .too. What

are you complaining zbout?" -

It is precisely beccuse those words are written down 6ﬁf§agé’1k thet

. the tendency of Johnson's position requires dissection. It is becsuse Sid-
. ney Hook says, "Ycs, yes, I'a for socielisa too..." that his -vieww require

special analysis.

Yes, yes, Johnson is for reising the nationel slogen too. -But hé writes

- a resolutlon whlch at this precise moment, has as its primery aim directing

the attentlon of the venguerd AVAY rrom the natiomal question. I wish to
demonstrata that this is the case, and thercby elso to sho‘ vhere page 17

" fits into the train of Johnson* thought.

He echieves his end in three inter-rclated ways,
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I. To tnis end Jolnscn puffs un the IMEDILCY of the‘diroét strugrle
for workerst! powcr.

It is not worthwhile to diseu  things likc Johnson's twice-repeated
phrase about "the inveding sociali. society.® Which soecinlist scciety is
invading whnt in Europe today is left vegue in my mind. But the dynomric
vision conjurecd up by this vnicture c¢f invssion sticks out in other woy .

In the very first prragraph of the rcsolution (first things must cone
first) Johnson writes about '

"the benkruptey of the European bourgeoisie, alrecady’
(or cbout to bc) so ruined and disgrrced that in over
one-hclf of VWestern Earope the proleteriat is the class
which represents the nation.”

T.e proletarict represents the nation in Fronce todey? Jchnson cannot
be here parcphresing the fomilier iden that the proletariat's interests nnd
struzegles represent the best interests of the nation -- thet is, of the mes-
ses of pecople. Teis feet is not depcndent on the ruin and disgrece of the
bourgeoisie. He must have something clse in mind....

He hes. On pege 7, he returns to this extrugrdinnry,helf of Eiropel

"Gapitalist society has alrecady been defeated over half
of Europe and the other helf cweits its turn."

So -- "the proletarict represents the nation™ in occupicd Europe bectuse
capitalist society has "alreedy" been defeated there! It follows that it is
a gross misunderstanding to believe merely that French imperialism was de-
feoted by German imperislisnm, ete. -

On page 10 (21l emphsaris in quoting frdm Jchnson i mine unless other-
wise noted), we -find that o o

mtLe Europecan proletariet in the oppressed countries
is in proletarian rcvolt nov.™ o
o £4 .
4né more News from Nowhere:
B
;. nThe war hes merely complcoted its disillusionment
with ‘the existing, thet is to say, the caepitelist
soeicty (whieh, however, has elrecdy been defcated --
P,T.) . Go wrong here &hd therc cen be no recovery."

Now, of-course, whcn the prolcterict e disillusionment with cepitelism has
alrecdy beeome complete -- COMPLETE, you understrnd -- end vhen eapitalist
society has alreedy been d&feeted -- and with ~ proleterian rcvolt now going
on -- snd naturslly, with the proletariat alrecdy reprocenting the netion ==
it ccn hardly be wondsred at or geinsnid that e bockwerd consideration liko
netionol sinks rapidly into the brekground.... although it is still worth
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mentioning, to be sure, espueially if other people insist upon talking cbout
Jit. '

Just bad forn lations? Well, Johnson hes & i:¢t for us:

"Since that time (the Nerth African cvents) the French
proletariat...has never for onc single moment subordinated
its proletarien demends to the swruggle for nat10n<l gnrn-
01pat10n.

I do not ask what facts Jcl:nson has to substantiate this cruciel asser-

. tion; I know. But dGoes Johnson understand what his pen writes? If his esser-
tion is true, then of course thc NC resolution is en enschronism. But by the
seme token, if it is true, why does Johnson scy thst the workers' MALIN CRI-
TERION is the struggle -- not for their proletsrien demands -- but for nation-
al liberation? .nd if it is true, why on earth at ell reise the slogen of
netional liberation as the "MAIN POLITICAL SLOGAN OF THE DAY"?

Just, bad formulations?

Consider them now. w1th relation to cnother scries of 1deas whlch runs
through the whole of’ Johnson s resolution. It is a second lesson in the art
of muddllng.

1. Eg_the same end, Johnson minimizes the power ctnd very existence
Oof the Europeen copitalist class, outside of Germany---

and incidentelly reveals the méaning of his "support" to the slogan of na-
tional liberation. :

To lead up to it gradually, I cite first aﬁoiher‘revelation by Johnson:

"Unlike the proletariat of Britein end imerica, for in-
strnce, the proletariet in the occupied countries no longer
listens to the bourgeoisie for directions as to its purti-
cipetion in the internetionel conflict." (Pege 15.)

Thet is: the sociclist'revolution is =~ not just eround the corner --
it is in plain sight. Thet is, if one a@ssumes thet. the statement is true,
¢ feet which cen be accomplished with sufficient wild power.

To be sure, twe sentences further on, Johnson gives such bcelievers
pause. The proletariat having been deﬂorgllzed by the fell of France, John-
son writes, "Stalingred cnd Casablencs lifted it up egein." One gathers
thet the proletariet must hove been listening to the talk of the bourgcoisie
‘at Ccsablcnea, listening intently... But such olscrcp&ncics arc only inci-
dentel to an expansive intellect which sprecd-easgles itself over reelity.
The prolctzriat ™no longer listens to the bourgeoisic for directions."

But on the othcr hend, they wcll might do so, since (according to John-
son) the dircctions of the bourgcoi:-ie to the proletarist are nothlng more
nor less than to go theed end scize proleterian power. The bourgeoisie,
neturaelly with supprcssed curses. - » '
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"is compclled tocall upon the proletariat to drive out the existins
copitelist government, to scize the power, end to sdminister public
affairs." Peoge 19.)

It is .of course doing nothing of the sort; eny more then did Wilson in his 1918
maneuvers. When the bourgeoisie puts «n explicit supcrscription on its prope-
ganda eppeels, they turn out to look like Churchill's notorious appeal ovar
Massolini's head, to the Badoglios end the most reesctionary sections of the

old society. Johnson goes farther than poor Prcfessor Harold J. Laski; Laski
only advocotes what Johnson thinks has alrcady been accomplished, B

But there is a2 point to sll this mythological ccnstruetion. Johnscn hes
& thesis: The European bourgeoisie of the occupied countries is a dead duck.

"Germsn Fascism...has completed the ruin of the native bour-
geoisie of Europe cs intermcdiate strata between itself snd the
‘massos. The ruling classes of Europe heve lost not only the
right but the powér to rule."» (Page 2.)

Referring speclfically to thc copitelist classes of France, ‘Pclend and Yugo-
slavia, .

"their class domination of their respective naticns have been
destroyed." (Pcge 3.) : P o

The struggle cf the Polish wcrkers against the Germen oppressor

"shcws the Pclish proleteriet exercising @ll the functions
- of the Pclish bourgecisie in Cefence of the Pclish people.”

(Page 9.)

I hurry by the tempting ansalysis of thls lucid thought and cite it cnly for
its tencency in this context,

"The sccred unity of the netion before the bcurgecisie
was Adriven cut was a profene lie based cn the domination of
the nctive beurgecisie. The new unity is equally a bour-
gecis lie based cn the dcminaticn of the prcleteriet.” (P.10)

Whet planet is Johnson writing sbout end in? The prcletariat no lenger
listens to the bcurgecisie for directicns; in helf cf Eurcpe (wherc copital-
ist scciety lies defeated), the ruin of the bcurgecisie is complete, ond
their class rule destroyed; while the dcminaticn of the prclectzrict reigns
supreme, tc the "suppressed curses" of efcreseil capitelist clnsseses

-

MORE MYTHCT.OGY; cr, EUROP. 4ND TH: BULL

But the best ncww from Through the Locking Glass is yet tc ccme.

"The fact that stares us in the face is that in Frence
end in Pclend the netive bourgocisie as en independent

force dces nct exist., By copitulaticn or abdicaticn, ? p.
. : 473
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ccllaberation, cr ebsorpticm, plain flight or plain

Gestructicn, it is gene. Nothing like this has ever

heppened’before... nc-class in any period ¢f mcdorn

histcry can escepe the ccnsequences of sc complete ¢

remcval from all its functicns..." (Page 8.)

: o .

4And having satisfactcrily este'lished the fect thet in cff¢et the netive beur-
gecisie "dces nct exist" in cc pied Eurcpc, Jchnscn writes in thc¢ next sen-
ten.z sbcut o SN ' '

"the' relations between thc proleterlat ‘ané the non-ex1stont
beurgecisie™ . L -

I agein decline to make en argument here tc¢ prove to¢ Johnson that the French
bourgecisie still exists and has nct been ccmpletely remcvel fromwell its
‘functicns," end 1'5;50 deeline to investigste these mystericus "relaticns®
betveen the very-much-alive prcletariet =nd the sc-ncn-existent beurgecisie.
Tue latter task, on the face cf it,.would seem to require the services of &
meciun or of a philcscpher whe has read Hegel (with ell his prefixes) in the
criginel German., . .. . . S '

But now we are ready to grasp the meaning and context cf Jchnson's. sec~
ticn vhich ecmes cut for the slogan of naticnal llberaticn as "the mgin po-
lltic 1 slcgen ¢f the dey."

Phis scction (on page 17) is .immedictcly preeeded end intrcduced by
t: parrzoraph which represents the bridge, in Johnsonts thought, between the,
ccntent ¢f his whole rescluticn and his avewel of suppert te the slognn ct
naticunl 1nd»penuence.

"Fcr the venguard clsrificaticn either cof the messes
or ¢t itself is inconceiveble withcut acticn. 4nd tedey
in the ceccupied ccuntries, scticn means the struggle
fcr the expulsicn of the Germen Oppresser, i. Ges the
cxisting cepltallst clsss." (Prys 16. ) . o .

Never befcre was there e mcre momentcus "i.c." With twc 1etters cng '
twe punctuaticn polnts, Johns;n shcus light upcen what he is driving ct.

"Tii¢ Germen ¢ppresscr, i.e., the existing cépitelist class.®
‘et abcut the French capitrlist eless? It has becn defeated already --
gmber =~ cumpletely ruined and destrcyed -- it dces not ex1st.‘ Only
thc Gorann copitelist class EXISTS fer the rpnch prcletariat.i

TLe struggié égainst Germcn cppressicn = the struggle ageinst the EXIST-

ING cupitalist class = the strugglo fcr the OVUrthrru cf capitelist SOCIETY =
ths scecialist revclution, =

A CASE CF MIST/KEN IDENTITY

The NC rescluticn mekes clcar the releticnship betwecn the elcments cf
nationel revcluticon in cecupiel Eurcpo onl the elements ¢f sceizligt revolution.
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Its views derive from the basic ideas ¢f cur thecry ¢f perme=nent rcevcluticn,
Tle struggle fcr noticnal libereticn, as it sces it, whieh tcdey is the key

to proleterian ecticn in the cccupicd ccuntrics, tends to £Tow cver intc
struggle fcr workers ! pcwer and against capitalism; it leeds the werkers in-
to the scecialist struggle; it is the Job cf the venguard tc sec to it thet

it does. If the revcluticnists were yery successful, this "rrcwing cver into®
miht, pessibly, even bring tbcut sceialist revcluticn befcre naticnsl inle-
pendence. What is immensely mcre prcbzble is thet it will sherten the inter-
val between neticnal independeqce and sccinlist revclution.

But for Jchnson there is no question of such en cnelysis. For hin the
national struggle is itself, in itself, alsoc the struggle for sociclist
power: the naticnal revolution equels the sccielist revolution.

Tc .avke the point in st 11 enother wey:

‘ We have always amade tho point about impericlism thet its reacticnery
character is evidenced by the fect that in the coppressed neticn, it oeuses
the class struggle to be overlaid by the neticnal aspireticns. The NC
rescluticn points cut thet fescism, the most reacticnery fcrm of inperialisn,
has hod the same effect even for ccuntries like Frence which are themselves
impericlist. ' :

)
-

Nene of this for Jounson.  The cless struggle has not been cverlaid by
the ncw neticnel espirastions of the Frenen prcleteriat. How could it be?
Since the only existing capitalist cless in Frence is the capitalist class of
Geruany, strugcle against it IS the class struggle. Therc is no "orowing
cver" ic be ecccn lished, quickly or slcwly.

Here we have the heart of Jobnson's vegaries end the reason why Jotmson
has written himself into this fantestic nonsense sbout the defeat of copitsl-
ist sccicty in helf of Burope, the domination of the prcletarirt snd the non-
oxistense of the nrtive bourgeoisic. - : .

III. Phe Third way in whieh Jcohnscn puts the naticnael question
Unier & bushel is by thc sloighbt-cf-Lond LFick of ccncen-
treting attenticn in ecnother directicn -- Germany.

In his first poragreph on pege 1, Jchnson writes thot "the theoreticsl
key to cny questicn of conti-sntel sccpe" must be scught in Geraany. On
page 28, in an un‘ersccred paragreph, he wincs up: | | :

"The enalysis cof the naticnecl questicn in Eurcpe thus be-
gins ani ends with Germany., What was epperently wmerely the
naticnel questicn in cppressed Eurcpe is in reality the acst
powerful adjunet tc the cchievement cf the cll-impcortant
prcleterion rovcluticn in Germany.;.? '
That the :oming German revolution requires the closest attenticn and
thought is cbvicus. It is alsc cbvicus that the fate ¢f the rcvcluticon in
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Europe as well as in America depends on Germany. Tazt, however, is in it-
self no particularly good reason to insist on transforming a resolution on
the American scene into a resolution "Leginning and ending with Germany,."
It is elso no particularly good reason for writing a resolution on the na-
‘tional question in occupied Europe which "begins and euds with Germany™ end

-passes the given question itself with rezised skirts, Tae fact of the mat-

ter is, thet Johnson is not so much teken by the 1mportence of the Germcn

- ‘revolution as he is desirous Qf slithering over thé nationsl question. -

As en exemple, considér the section of his.resolution entitled "The

fEaropeen Proleteriat and the N-tionel Question" (Puge 5-14). Tac sub-
titles themselves synbolize the slelght-of hex d. The last ones reed:

"The Proletariat in the Occupied Couﬁtries and Socialism"
"The Proletarict in the Occupied Countrics znd Unity"

Nutu}aily one expects next r section entifled "Tne Proitt*rltt in the Oc-

_oupied Countrics ond the Nutional Question.” After ell, ‘the whole resblution

is supposed to be sbout this; there reslly ought to bu at least s llttle
‘sub-seé¢tion about it. ' But tho next, &nd last, sub-title reads 1nsteJd

"Tu' Pruletarlgt in the QOppressing Ccuntries gGermany)v -
' end the Netiongl Question" :

I cite this as & symbol,.

JOHNSON DISPLAYS EXTRAOKDINAEY TALENT

Johnson is pretty fer gone in his fentasy, He has, as I have.shown,
teken grect pains to emphesize that the direct strugglﬁ for socislist power
stends ﬁow before the proletcriot of occupied Eurcpe. . But in Gerweny ?
There, according to Jchnson, the direet struggle for sociclism is further

down on the ogenda thun it is in occupied Europe!!

.'"The Germen proletariet, unlike'the‘prolctariat in the op-
pressed countries, is not yet permeestcd with en overwhelm-

ing desirc to drive out the existing ccpitelist governmcnt end
destroy the existing ccpitelist class. Tue venguard there-
fore reiscs its central slogen cround thc central question

of peace... the right to- orgcnlae end the right of free
press." (Prge 28.)

Germeny is the "xey," Johnson stressos. The resolution must begin end &nd
with Germany, Jounson stresses. The ncticnal Quegtion in occupied Europe?
"MErbly the most powerful adgunct" to the Germen revolution, stresses John~
son. But on thec other hand -- in Germeny thé sociclist revolution is so
far down on the egenda thrt the poor prolectoriet has to resort to reising

ordingry democratic demends, while in occupicd Europe the proletgrlat is
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already dominnnt, etc. Why then must the resolution begin ¢nd end with Gcriony?

Dcawocratic slogrns for Cermeny, says Johnson, because there the proleteoricat
is not yet "permented with on overwhelming desirc" to destroy cepitrlism. Good,
But Johnson m-kes this point ¢s a distincticon vectween Germony end occupied
Europe! For the French proletarint, who have 7 netionol struggle weighing upon
the clarity of their class-consciousness, the direct struggle agrinst cepital-
ijsm is immediately on the order of the dey; for the Germaniproletarist, in
‘contredistinction, it is only the right to orgenize!

"Ncne but o men of extrcordinary telent ctn write first-rate nonsensc,"
said DeQuincey. :

Democratic dc :ands for the workers in Frence? "Ridiculous!" seys Johnson,
"unconditioncl surrender only!"

"The venguerd in the occupied countries refuses to meke ny
of the traditionsl polltlccl demends upon the oppressing gov-
ernment. It mercilcssly ecstigctes cnd ridicules thos@ poli-

= ticel organizetions whieh propose thet the prolutgrl t rcise .
L . the slogcns of the -ight to orgcnlze rnd the right of free
4 ' press.”

The proletarirt, writes Johnson grandilogquently, "needs no permission" to or-
3 genize insurrectionary committees. Thnt is 21l it is ¢ question of, insur-
E rectionary committees.

"It (the vengurrd) seizes the opportunity to tell the Euro-
pecn workers that such idees ~nd slogins lerd them brck to the
stege of looking upon the existing rulers as their masters..."

(pege 21)

Why this sentence does not apply to Germeny +nd Americec &lso, Johnson will ex-
- plrin to the S.L.P.

4 Would Johnson fovor Itelien revolutionists raising demoereétic demands

- ("the treditional politicel. demands") todsy in the perts of Itoly under the

4 - AMG? Does Johnson fovor the Trench workers fléhtlng for the right of assembdly
of more¢ thsn five persons, for bptter conditions of lcbor, ete.? Perhaps he
is under the impression thet "rrising democr:itic demcnds" means... presenting
a petition & la Fether Geopon to the‘occupying government.

Why Johnson declines to opply every single word of the cobovc quoted pns-
sage to the German workers' policy clso is unoxplrineble. ‘

But engouh -- Johnson is elresdy convineced, five prges later.. For there
he goes into reverse gerr ge in. He is describing the tcsks of the Germen

vanguard: . ‘
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"For every concrcte demend - food, clothing, conditions
of lebor, right of frce pross, right to orgrnize, etc., which
‘it mokes on behulf of the Cermmn working ecle 8s, it specificelly
includes the workcrs of the nrtionully oppresscd countrics, de-
mending for them specicl netionrl privileges, such es right
to their own press, essembly, etc. &nd ENCOURAGING THEM TO
MAKE THE ShLME DEMANDS." -

. .- So the Germen vanguerd encouresges the French to.demcnd these democretic
demands like the right to orgcnize (on pcge 26), but the French vonguesrd
(having read page 21) "mercilessly castigetes end ridicules" this proposal.

This unborn internetioncl polemic is quite unrcsolveble. Whichever

he chooses, he i1s still left with » contrrdiction es big ¢s # barn.

e

HOW JOHNSON MAKES SENSE

Yot in its own way, Joknson's flight of fency does mrke "sense

W1th the addition of e 1ittle orgrnlzstion his 1dets may be correlrted
as follows. ’ , .

1. fThe boﬁrgeéisie of:the occupied?countries does not exist.

. 2. -The occupied coun+ries are states rhich ere therefore dominated
by the proletarlat or which would be so domlnrtcd, were it not for the fact

thet -~

1

3¢« The German cepitclists have conquercd the country. The Germen cae-
pitelist class is the ruling class of Frenece.

4, The clcss struggle in Frence is therefore the- duel bcttecn the
French proleterict and the German ruling class.

5. The cless struggle end the notional struggle become, not merely

reléted &s explained by our cencept of porminent revolution, but they becone
identiocal, absolutely snd complbtcly.

.6. The French workcrs think thrt rhgt .they ere doing is carrylng on a

_netionsal struggle. Since they think so, the nationol slogans heve force for
_ ogitetional purposes.

7. But really they ere mlstaken. For their n?tional struggle IS the
direct strugele for socialism, since the foreign oppressor is the "only ex-
isting cepitalist class" in France too.

8. It is necessary for the venguard to explein their misteke to them,
to teach them thet they arc in sctuality meking the revolution in spite of
themselves. What is takin; place now is the socialist struggle for the sei-
zurg of pover. In the course of such e strugglec, one docs not demand merely
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the right to orgrnize; onc trkes it, since one is alrcady organizing tle
revolution.

Ewec. Etc.

From this point on, the reeder -- if hc is willing to re-rexd Johnson's
resolution for the purposc -- can fit in cven somc of the less crcdiblu ob-
servetions to be found in thet work.

What we have here is ¢ view which is really es fully consistent as the
notorious theory of a men ncmed Morlen thet this is & "shony wer', i.e., an
eleborat: prctense ¢t a wer whose sole purpose is to cover up for the ingvi- f
table joint attack on the "workers! stato,”" Stelinist Russie, If Johnson .
were only to inject a bit of logiccl cohereuce in the flow and concatcecnation

. of his idcas, this would be fully apperent.

The trouble with Al Gatcs' replies to Johnson is that Gates is meking
a crediteble attempt to cerry on the polemic on a reasonsble planc. He
therefore encounters the seme difficulty thet Alice hed with the Rod Queen,

For example, Gates ceznnot believe his ecrs when Johnson, says.thet
Hitler has brought the socizlist revolution "immeasurcebly" ncarer. Ho
hezards the reasonable hypothesis that Johnson is repeating the Stelinist
mistake of "After Hitler, we come." But Gatcs is dead wrong: Jchnscn's

mistekes are original with himself. Wuat Johnson meens here too is that
Hitler has made the proletariet the only existing cless of Frenchmen.

The French ccpitalist class, being non-existent, is no longer in the wey.
Speeds the revolution.

It is really too bad thet all this is toking plice on enother astrel
plane.

It's enough to meke you feel like Gelctt Burgess, the celcbreted ;
euthor of "The Purple Cow,” who has also written: |

"I wish that my Koom had e Floor;
I don't so much core for & Decr,

But this welking scround

Without touching the ground ) .
Is getting to be quitc e borc!®
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VEY I HAVES CHANGED I5Y VOTE

In my letter of May 5th on the National Questicn (published in the
Internal Bulletin), I raised several questions in regard to the National
Committee' s resolution and Johnson!s article, "The Way Out For Furope"
(April-lay New International). Comrade Johnson!s subscquent resolution
(submitted on July 20th to the Political Committee), answers all the im~
portant questions and problems satisfactorily, - Thersfore, I supported
Johnson's resolution when it was up for consideration at the October, 1943
Plenum of the Party. Johngon! s ‘resolution (now the ‘Minority resolution)
is now before the membership. Here I c¢ite somc of the considerations for
espousing this resolution .nd opposing the National Committec resolution,
even as amended. S : o

l. In my first article, I stated that I regarded "Johnson's presen-
tation of the German question in respect to the national problem as a
whole; in respect to the EFuropean situation; and in regard to the pros-
pects and perspectives of the Socialist United States of Burope...as prob-
ably the most important one in arrivir - at the most corrcct estimation of
the course of the strugglec of the proletariat, in the immediatc as well as
in the later period of development....This question was ignored or omitted
in the Plenun (¥.C.) resolution.... Germany in the Fascist and post-Fas-
cist period....remains the key to the .European situation.... Henco...
Johnsont s contribution on this aspect of the National Question requires...

first consideration in the social-political estimato .of Burope's coursc."

Events have confirmed Johnson's conception and prognosis. The
Shachtman~-II.C. Supplomont:ry Resolution on Germany is unwilling aclmor-
ledgment of the soundnegs of Johnson's historic approach and method in
dealing with the Mational Question and the Socialist Revolution.

2. The Johnson (Minority) resolution claborates and clarifics the
conceptions dealt with in his New International article: The proletarian
nature of the national liberation movement is imde abundantly clear. The
slogan of nationnl independence is the main political slogan of the day,
but must be infused ~t all times with class content and aims. The nation-
al and socialist strugeles cennot be boxed scparatcly. The national libora-
tion movement, the. class ahtrugele and Socinlist objectives are mixing and
will tend to telescope froa the very outset. . Thg struggle for the irviedi-
ate economic and politienl demands impels the mosses, oven if not yvet al-
vays with full consciousness, persistently onto the path for. vorkers! powr~
er, and the leadership of the nation in each instance. '

The events in Africa, Italy, Grecce, Jugo-Slavia, ete., all demon-
strate the class character of the national revolution. A socialist pro-
gram and- consciousness more and more pervade the national liberation move-
ments themselves. Yet the mosscs are not for one moment relinquishing the
necessary strugzle for national freedon and democratic.rights. On the con-
‘trary, they are finding it possible and nceessary to fit these objectives
more and more into an indopendcent class strugsle program, in acbordancc
with their specific conditions, both in occupied Europ: and in Germany.

To read the material from the underground press itscl: is to find a con-
firmation of Johnson's resolution in the linited cven'. to date. On-the
other hand, the conceptions of the N.C. resolution, which give almost ex-
clusive emphasis to the national liberation and democratic struggles, have

not been borne out. 4.80
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BUILDING TF“ PAR”‘Y

3. The revolutionary Perty mst be forged dmring the mass strugsles
of all description, , Fascism-hottrithstanding, the working class has remain-
- ed organized througp the instrumentalityiof the productive forces ‘them-
selves——that is, on the job. 'As the.cracks in the Nazi structurc widon,
the workcrs will pnrsistently ‘mold their orgmnizations, tasks and goal to
the ever new opportunlties—-—nll ‘the way from the basic lobor and Shop Com-
mittees ‘to Workers Councils (Soviets).. -It is during this process and peri-
od that the vanguard eloments will forge tha rovolutionary PartJ. There is
no basis for placlng the liberation apnd:denocratic strugzle in such a re-
lationship to thd prospects for the developnent. of the struggls for working
class power as virtually to negate the likelihood or p0351b1;1t1us for the
Socialist victory. This is what the N.C. resolution does. ¥With such a
perspective, a revolutionary party cannot be re-born and re-built.

- MLORG" OR MSHORT! WAR . ]
N - ' o e R

“i4, - Unquestionadbly, an estimation of the remaining lengthi.of the im—
'periallst war in Burope enters into the considoration ‘of prospccts and per-
spectlves. "The N.C. resclution on the Natlonal QuosU101 still visualizes

or 1mplies a wer of indefizite length—-2, 3, 4 and "even 6 more years. Con—

sequently, frorn its outlock the revival of the rasses involves a long pori-
od 6f strugzle for democratic rights and an indefinite democratic period
" before the masses are again’ ‘in a position to strugsle seriously for workers
" powier.- That can be the ouly meaning of the detailcd wrphasis given in the
“N.C. resolution to the manner of unfoldmcﬁt of the dQuOCT&th strugble.

e v - SR

- Phé Minority resolution is pr “dicatud on a rulativcly ﬁarly con clu—
sion- ‘to the Furopcan phasc of the war (a year, rmorc or less within nonths).
Tho ‘possible carlicr termination of the war upscts the 1mpur1a11st apple-
_carts. It cnables and compels tho prdlotarlat to scck an indopendent, fi-
" nal solution to the crisis of capitalism. . The stru¢¢1n for democratic
- ‘rights and national- omanc1pation becqnc ladlfiCOHt cnloodcs of the class

‘_:‘struégle. - : - o

DEaOCRACY

" Do Bourg001s democracy in itsclf doos hit contributc to or guarantoe
‘capitalist stability, Its cffectivenecss deponds chiefly on the prevailing
" econonic 31¢aat10n It is or OU§ht to be self*GV1dont that thc posscession
by the Werkors of democratic. rights and of nat10na1 frocdonm can be great
assots in the struggle for working class power. That should not be of dis-
pute among us. '

At this stage, however, democracy in Europc will be achicved only un-
. der tremendous working class pressure; in fact, only at thc threcat or invo-
cation of civil war itself, This mecans that the Allicd imperialists will

espousc denoeracy, if at all, only because of the actions of the masses
belowe Actunl establighiont of democracy for Zurope is not the rcal plan
or purposc of Anglo-Amorican imperialism, nor certainly of Stalin. From
the very beginning, thorefore, the struggle for democratic rights rmust have
o prolotarian content to get anyﬁh;ru. This is arply demonstrated b, the
Italian events, tho role:'of Amgot and tho aele—crcatod AJ”lOﬁAerlcdﬁv
Stalinist coitzission to "oplaco,Ambut, cte. Thls 7111 be particularly ro=
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vealed in France, Poland, Bulzaria too, ctc. (Bulgaria is coupled with the
others becausc Bulgarian devclopmonts will form the pattern in the Iallang
particularly in rospect to Stalin's role). '

. ITALY

6. The starmp of working class or Socialist prossurc is now being
placed on the program of ncarly all meveronts, bourgeois or working class.
Petain, Laval -~ all of them rmst speak of "Socinlism." This is direct -
recognition of the dominance, potentially and in fact, of the working class
in the strugcle agoinst Fascism and in the probdlems of the post-Fascist
period. S : - :

" OQur Party was caught unawares by the Italian events (downfall of
Massolini, etc. Our pres~, for instance,: took no note that the military
developments, prior to Hussolinits downfall; werc already casting decep
political shadows in Italy. Our organigzation took nc notc of , or ig-
norcd, the under ground papers circulating among tho Italina soldiers and
the corments of the Italian press gererally. Thus, (and this would ordi-
narily have been done in a revolutionary press) Labor Action and tho New
International did not review the 1920-21 revolutionary cvents in Italy.
Attenticn to these natters would 'in an importent mensure have provided
a partial orientation to our meinbers for the possible developments in
Ttaly. Only fron Johnson's conception was it possiplc. to asiicipate -
fundenmontally the Italian events and to present an analysis. The F.C.'s
narrow conception of the role of the Party prevented them from seeing the
decisive role of thc masses in the struggle against Fascisne

But the task today is to prevent béing taken unawares, so far as
Xnowledge of the facts and methods .of analysis permit, by future develop-
ments. o T :

Now, Shachtman's article on Italy (The Hew International, September) .
lays great stress on the necessity of the.Italian rovolutionaries to par-
ticipate in and lead the struggle for democratic rights. All right. That
is acceptable to everyone. However, bourgeois exponceats of Italian free-
don, such as Count Sforza, themselves see clearly that it-is the econonic
and social questions == the particular issucs that bring forfh independent
working class actions —-- that dominate the minds of the Italian masscs to-
gay. Sforza and the imperialists are well awarc that the oconomic condi~

" tions of the Italian mosses today (for example, the millions of Italian
unemployed) could easily lead to a revolutionary situation and uprising.
s, the Italian Azione volitical party (Sforza leadership) finds it
necessary, in ordor: to hcad off a genuine vorkers novenent, to present as
its program a serics of proposals which include the expropriation and na-
tionalization of the major industries and utilitics; liguidation of large
estateg and distribution of the land to the peesantry, irmediate participa-
tion of the workers in the profits of production, etc. Why rmust the revo-
lutionary vanguoard tail behind even Sforza? ‘ "

REVIVING CLASS STRUGGLZ

7. The military cvents genorally and spocifically aro proviling
the greatest of impacts politically on all the Europcan pUpulation. The
N.C. resolution secs thc mpsses pre~occupicd almost chlué;vcly with the
liberation struggle. However, the military dofeats inflicted dn the Axis
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powcrs, the deovastating offocts of the war on the peoples in both the ixis
and Allled camps, ceause them to consider algo the kind of political, econoe—
mic and socinl tasks they rmst carry throush for their owm present and fu-
ture. The character and scope of tho war itself carries them to thoushts be—
yond the liberation strugzzle and toward workers! objectives and Socialisrie

To ignore or minimize the uttorances of the Europcan underground
press on this score, or oven the corvients of the bourgeois press, is to fly
in the face of the’ ‘increasing revival of tha class consciousness, as well
as of the class struggle, of the European masses egainst their Oppréssors.
It is not the bourgeoisie of America, but ourselves who can again be taken
by surprise by the coming events in Germany, France, Poland and clsevhera.
It is folly to iznore the growing numbers, gsize and intensity of strikes
and demonstrations in France, Holland, Belgium, ctc., and sec them only
in terms of the liveration struggle against Hitler. Already, insteud, the
lamentations of the Allied imperialiste on the continuing and intensifylng
civil warg in Jugo-Slavia and Greece should be a warning sign to ‘the pro-
ponents of the N.C. resolutlon that it is againgt possible for us’ to tail -
events.

| OUGE AGATN —- GERGNY

- Shachtman demands: Where is the clags conscicusness of the Ger-
man i ses? How does it compare with formor years? He wants an arith-
. metfloal answer. It cannot be given, yet. Still, the reply can be geo-
metric, if one really wants to observe the developments within Germany
itself, and is not overcome by the unquestioned fact that German imperial-—
iem is at the date of writing still strongly fighting the United Nations.

I8 1t nothing that the older Socialist and Corrmmist workers (as
reports authenticate) have for years systematically, with great care, but
despite all dangers, tried to re-educate the apprentices ani younger vorla

" ers of their factories? In thcusands of cases they have counteracted the
poison of these young people in the Hitler You'h. As recent as 1943, com=
- petent observers of the German scene declared that the Cerman nasges have
changed’ only by an increagirg 6631re ‘1o enjoy the collective, oocialist
001et1 C S . o .

) Tt is the Amerlcan imperialists who are well avare of the possibili-
ties of great social convulsions or proletarian revolution in Germany upon
the fall of Hitler. Thus, the U.S., Office of War Information is alrealy
preparing the ground for American intervention in the lives of the German
masses. Their propaganda ageinst the coming "phonoy revolutlon“ in Germany
shows their fear of the gemuine proletarian revolution.

Armed disciplinary guards in eVery factory in Europe (occupied areag
and Germany) arouse the desire to be frec not only of Hitlerism, but also
of any rule or social order that brecds fascisnm and exploitation in any
form. Hitler underctands this. Hence, he has organized a picked force of
250,000 tro:ps from Zuropels dregs to "re51st the disruptive influences in
critical times"; a force that, the Nazisg hope, will "not fraternize with
the proletariat" (N.Y. Times). Thus, the Nazis see as real the inpcading
threat of proletarian revolution, fearing this more thon Allied victory,
as all of us realize. Only we are in a position to be talken in' again by
surprise if the N.C. resolution, ‘with its eyes focused a’ 08t entlrely on
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the national stiugzle, is our guide, notwithstanding the recent N.C. Sun-
plementary resolution.

9. It is correct to see all the obstacles in any strugsle, -It is not
correct to sece only them. The great rccuperative powers of the working
class arc being demonstrated befora ougkyes. Let us not closc our cyes and
think it 3 only a mirege. In my judgment, comrade Shachtman's theory of
the "long 7ar" yet to be drastlcally affects his attitude toward labor and
Sociallqt prospects. Yet if - after 20 years of suppression, all the former
political anix .ries and anbltlons come immedintely to the front, following
Mussolinits fall, this will be multiplied many tlm“S over in number in-
tensity apd gocialigh consclousness, in.France and Germany especiallJ, upon
the "expulsion of Litier.. Yes, the obstacles confrontinc the workers may be
too great to-overcome'in the early stages. . This is certainly possible. Yet
‘1t is for that very rcason that we rmust urge the workers now to deepen the
strucsles in order to prevcnt defeat and assure v1ctory.

FEON FEBRUARY TO OCTOBER, 1943 .

-10. Cemradss “‘“chtnan, ot al have found it necessary to "strengthen
the 1*n0“ o7 e H.0. resolution., To do this they have .not only taken the
opportunitv affcrced by "world events", They have also takon not only some
of the lde.n bui fvei the actual phrases fron the Johnsoxn resolutlon and

',wrlit"n a Gﬂpplgment to. .the. original resolutlon. '

- In FPDrLary, Shachtman saw the German peonle only as meﬂbers of the
oppressor nations The only German revolution to which he refers is the van-
quished German revolution of 1918-19. In October, after reading Johnson's
resolution of July 20, ‘1943 and after the Italian events (bcglnnlng in Aug—

-ust), Germany has becone for Comrade Shachtman the "key to the European

. (and ‘therefore the world) situation." Johnson's resolution had started

. out by saying:s "It is therefore in Germnny thot rust be sousht the theoret-
ical key to any guestion of continental scope." (nmpnasls mine - H.A.)

Shachtma1 now vaysz "The adoption of the slogan of nntional indepen=-
dence for the countries ‘oppressed by its- tfatherland! Wig"indispensable for
the internationalist education and re-education of the German proletarict
and revolutionary novemcnt." :

In his original artlcle. Johason saldx "In tne hlstorlcal circuri-
stancos of Eurone today, April 1943, the 12 atloﬂhleue tion rmst -bo posed
as the combined liberagtion of the OCCQIied ccuntrics and the enslaved pro-—
letariat of Germany from t72ir common QpnrcSoor, Gcrman Fa 01sh." (Italics
in orlbinul) :

Expldlnlng this further, Johnson says in hls resolut10n~

"The German vanguard must raise the slogan of the aatlonal 1ndepan—
- dence of every country oppressed by Germany and call upon the German sol-

diers in those countries at the first possible moment to join the popula-
tion in their struggle against Hitlerite tyramny...For every concrete de-
mand which it makes on behalf of the German working class, it specifically
includes the workers of ‘the nationally oppressed countries, demanding for
them ‘special national priv1leges....,0n this basis and ir every possible
marner it strives to creaté a complete and yot flexiblo wnity vetween all
sections of the wage slaves in Germany for the coming revolution and draws
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together the most advanced and resolute eltemcits as a nucleus for the revo-
lutionary international." :

Shachtman now says: "The struggle for national independence is thus
revealed as being primary and indispensable for the development of the re-
volution not only in theoppressed countries8 but also in the oppressor coun-
try, Germany. .

Compare that sentence with Johnson's: "The national independence

. of Germany will increasingly become the main question before the German pro-
letariat." And again: "The analysis of the national question thus begins
-and ends with Germany. What was apparently merely the national queatlon

in oppressed Europe is in reality the most powerful adjunct to the achieve-
ment of the all—important proletarian revolution in Germany and the strong-
est preparation for the defense of the European proletariat against Ameri-
can inperiallsn." (Emphasis mine, H.A. )

The N C. resolution did not even see the threat of Anglo-American
imperialism against the Gornan revolution, precisely because it ignored the
German revolution altogether. In February, comrade Shachtman indicated no
suspicion of any crisis in Germany. Shachtman now says: "If the German
proletariat succeeds in raising itself to the height of a revolutionary con-
sciousness and leadership adequate to a solution of the crisis that will
inevitably break out in Germany, the fundamental problem of Europe is as
good as solved. A triumphant workers power in Germany would immediately
make the prospect of an invincible Socialist Europo a practical and easily
realized possibility."

Compare this with Johnson's resolution: "The American bourgeoisie is
undoubtedly preparing to seize all strategic positions on the continent....
_The chief ecnemy of its early success here is the revolution in Germany. It
is this revolution leading Europe whickh can unite the Eurepean proletariat,
sharpen appreciation of America's role and dc more than anything else to

avalzen the proletarlat of America, Britain and Stalinist RUSSla.'

"700 LITTLE AND TOC LATE"

Still, comrade Shacbtman does not understand that the European bour~

geoisie is discredited and displated, and that the only state power vhich
exists throughout Europe is crumbling German Fascism. He still refuses to
recognize the 12,000,000 foreign workers within Germany, although Hitler
himself publicly trembles at the thought of them. (W.Y. Times, Oct. 18,
1943) . Eence, the Supplement, like the original resolution, ignores the”
task of the revolutlonarles in preparing the workers in occupied Europe and
Germany for the seizure of the "power that will, so to speak, lie in the
streets." (W.C. resolution) The only "aggressive struggle" of which the
Supplement speaks is the "struggle for democratic rights". Comrade Shacht-
man sees this a@s "thefirs' task of the revolutionary Marxists in the situa-
tion of the crisis of Fascism." This is the only way in which he can see
the building ‘of the Party. : S .

"While thousands of European workers are themselves prevaring to lead
the masses to a struggle for power, Shachtman saJs-‘The revclutionary .
party ¥ nceds the "onjoyment of democratic rights" so that it can come- to
the head of thc Soviets . Certainly, safegunrding the interests of the
revolutionary Porty is always an important consideration. But flrst con~
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consideration is the interests of the masses. Thus, instead of emphatically
advocating Ahat the workers now take advantage of every opportunity for or-
ganiging the workers struggle for power, comrade Shachtmnn 1n51sts that they
make democratic demands an "essential prdliﬂinary"

. But, as p01nted out in tho Jounsoa rcsolution, the revolutionary Party
can be built only if the Varguard elenents, instead of ignoring or underes-

. -timating, uncover and stress the socinlist content of the coming insurrection
... against tho Fasciet State powér. It -an be built only if the revolutionary
forces persistently point out” that thu pover of the workers in‘organizing

for .the national emancipation-rmst be combined- with organized steps toward

.--workers power. It is 1n the heat of the struggle by. the workers and the cor-

rect interpretation and 1eadersh;p of this struggle by the vanguwrd forces

that the revolutionary party will be built, and, not tbrouah the denocratlc

sn;ferance of bourgeo1s ggvernnant.

ORGANIAAWIONAL COhSEQD“UGES

1

i1, In the articles and d1scu851ons thus far on the National Qnestaon,
no one has comnente4 on the orgenizational.consg¢quences flowing from the
adoptic: of the N.C. resolw 4idn by the Party. I comment herc in respect
to the >-rty and the Press (Labor Action and New Iunternational). I have

‘made re¥orence clsowherc to the failure of our Press to deal adeguately and
~4n time ~ith Italy before the fall of Mussolini. However, more basically

involvei is the attitude of the Party to Burcpoan (and world) events. To
responc.woll and propoerly to events, it is necossary for our pross,. Labor

Action, to give the coverage and analy51s they warrant.

The N.C. resolution does not see a swift: unfoldla of great class
struggles and the struggle for workors power in Europe. Hence, Labor Action
underestimatcs. and. subordinates both information and analysis on Buropean
evonts, including the significance of the military struggzle on the political
front. Otherwise, Labor Action would devote to the Europecan struggle at
least one lead article each weck on the front page. This is not a wyuestion
of editoPs or writcrs. It is a question of policy. Wor would this lessen
the importance of the devolopments on the American scene. Indeed, it would on-
ly enhance and co-rclate them morc accurately to world eveats, ioreover,
there would regularly be an important editorial on somc aspect of the Furo-
pean strugegles. German developments would reccive their due. None of this
need be "scary" or artificial, but accurate in every line and thought.

There is o mass of evidence and material in the uaderground press, and even
the bourgeois press. Let comrades take a look at the American rovolutionary

press of years gone by to sce what I mean.

Thus our Press would be giving nccessary information to our readcrs,
analysing the nows from a class vicwpoint. That is onc important way to de-
velop the internationoal consciousnecss and solidarity of the American werkers
with their fellow European workers. Thus, too, we would be carrying out
better one of the functions of a rcvolutionary Party based upon and esjous-—
ing internationallsm. The Johnson (Minority) rosolution sets forth well
the tasks of tho Party in connection with tho Europcan situation. Members
would do well to read the scction again in this conncction.

"The revolutionary vanguard in Amorica is not at all a passive or
even merely o syrpathetic spectetory of thesc events.! (Johnsqn rosolu~
tion). The American workers rust lmow and undcerstand the Eurchean events
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from a revolutionary viéwpoint if they are to be ralliod effectively arainst
the counter-revolutionary aims of American imperialism in Eyrope. Full,; |
timely knowleége and correct analysis of evonts in Burope ar: a pre-regui-
cite tovard this-end. Labor Action is needlessly lacking in this respect.
The colurwn by Europacus, improving steadily as it is, is insufficient for
the times. The isolation of "Europc in Revolt! .in a column is evidenc

......

of the peculiar isolationisw that has pnnetrated the rovolutionary Party.

The New International especially can be;a sign1f1cant vehicle for the
education of the more advanced members .and sympathizers of the revolutionary
movement. At times this effort has been made. Yet one can only do damage
to the integrity of the magazine itself vhen one of its writers can write
in the same issue almost two exact}y opposito vcrsions of a subject, and en-

deavor to reconcile them. ("Invasion of Europe end thL "Long War" by‘E.
Lund, Sept. 1943 The New International.) -

In the same issue, comrade Shachtman writes an article on It?ly, de-
scribing why "The Italian Revolution Has Begun", but fails to noto that it
runs counter against the predictions-of the N.C. resolution on the national
question. In the best intercsts of the movement, it is ngcessary to nnke
open acknowledgement when one revises an outlook on a 91gn1f1mm1t question.

‘ Finally, tho riood of our own merbers today is, I believe, an inquiring.
one. They want to know and to learn, despitec the obstﬂclds ‘of hard Jjobs,
etec. It is important to take a stand on a qucstion, yes It is even more
important first to learn what arc the facts, and vhat is thc best method
of analyzing them. Then our meﬁbers Wlll kiow how to ‘speak up and lead
tiheir fellow workers on the issues that are about to engulf Europe again,
and how to judge thesé -events when by thomsclves.

Noverbor 3, 1943 ' | 7.c.--~HARRY ALLEN.
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THE PRALETARIAT INSIDZ GERMANY

From inside Gerr .ny there has emerged during the last

. few yecars a steady stream of reports of popular resistance to

the Hitler regime., These reports are indirect and incomplets
but fitted into a general and historical understanding of Europe,
such as is embodied in the Johnson (Minority) resolution on

the national question, they enable revolutionists to achievea
proper perspective in the Zuropean crisis. I propose here to
make a partial compilation of these reports, selecting from a
flood of evidence thosc whioh are most characteristic. These

- examples can be multiplied many times over,

- ———

Hitler's Main Eneny

In capitalist society it is impossible to destroy the
workers! sense of identity as a class. They are not lost wih
the rest. ' .

"No shots are fired, no banners wave; but the words pass
from mouth to mouth, and they are understood by the workers...
For the average German it is again July 1933. For the German
workers it is January 1918." o

"The work of preparation is long sincc finished. 1In
heavy industry the workers act collectively even though unor-

- ganized and to a certain extent they feel bound by a common

destigy....The powers in the Third Reich know exactly who their
most dangerous enemy is - most dangerous because it is the on-
ly organized enemy."(1)

The German workers have not had to learn from indirect
reports that Fascism is directed against them and their organi-
zations. "The masses 0f the once organized workers who have
gone through the schoc’ of trade unionism" have never been de-
ceived by Fascism's apparent success and acceptance by foreign
governments but have remained irreconcileably opposed to the
Nazis. (Aufbau, 7/30/43) In the first three years of the Hit-
ler dictgtorship a quarter of g million men and women went to
imprisonmént and death for the political crims of opvosition
to Hitler, By 1939 and the beginning of the war, the number
had climbed to one million. (Ibid.) The labor Front has never
been able to win the workers and has been all but dissolved ex-
cept as an arm of the Gestapo. (Fascisnm,(2) 4/7/43).

By ekillfully adapting their techniques of resistance to
the brutality of the Hitler regime, the leaders of the German
working class resistance have maintained the unity of the worke
ing class and prepared them for collective action. A striking

example of this is the industrial demonstrations, organized

within lawful bounds but containing sufficient strength for fu.
ture revolutionary aotivity. "When the Fuhrer proclaimed the
BGlory of Work,' they dedicatee a demonstration to 'Glory of
ork.' Though one couldn't strike for higher wages, an aotion

(1) Numbers refer to notes at conclusion of artiocle.?
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could be built around somec harmless wage proviso. The goal
was to makc thesc lesscr demonstrations a habit, and thus to
assure the unity of the comrad-s." (Ricss)

, "Accidonts," slowdowns and abscntecism have decreased
the effectiveness of  German production. The Durkoif-Werke of
Bielefeld in its annusl Tewort for 1939-40 stated that in svite
of more intensive supcrivision and countless imprisonments,
production since the outhreak of the war bhas fallen 27%. (Auf-
bau, 7/30/43) Absentecism has become so provalent that the
Labor Front spy scrvice now card-indcxcs 21l cascs of absence
from work completc with the reasons given by cach worker. (Fa-
scism, 4/21/43) Private physicians are no longer permitted to
sign certificates for abscnce from work. (ilew Republic, 6/28/
43 Due to the reccalcitrance of the workers there has been
instituted a thoroughgoing spy system in the factorirae, Theé
German workers are watched over in their plants likc onvicts.
In addition to tcchnical suvcrvision therc is a kind I armed
disciplinary guard 'in every factory. (Aufbau, 7/30/4

Workers at Blohn and Vos-, the largest HYamburg wharf,
report that they find illegal leaflets in the workshovs from
time to time, Uncxplained breakdowns are constantly occurring.
(Fascism, 2/27/43) Strike action to obtain cxtra allowances
for heavy workers has becn taken by workers in the Famburg U-
Boat and Acoroplanc works of Blohm and Voss. (Fascisi, 8710/
43) Red postérs in Austria and Germmy regularly announce the
executions of workers agitating for wage increasés. (Ibid).

S ¢ P

"Tunisgrad®

. An undcerground worker in Germeny from 1933-1941 roports
that the Geriaan people are unusually scnsitive to dsecisive mi-
litary events. (Heue Volkszeitung, 10/37/43) A German sol-
dicr on leave réports that the pecople he had mdét felt them-
gelves "uncannily near®" the bloody battles on the snow-covered
expanses of Russia. . (Fascisd, 3/234/43) aftcr the surrcndcT
at Stalingrad dofcatism increcased and the ncw labor sarvice
law encountered goneral bittcrness. '(3) In the streets of Liu-
nich and other citics, Bsigns appearcd on the war, against Fit-
ler and against the war., -After the North african collapsc the
cunulative effect of the military dcfeats was revealed in the
usc of the word "Tunisgrad" by the German people, = (Necw Repub-
lic, 6/28/43) LT - . ‘

On ifay 11, thousands of women and elderly men collectcd
outside the i{inistry of War in Berlin, demanding news about the
welfarce of their rclatives in the Afrika Korps. 98 troops had
to clear the squarc. (Fascism, 5/19/43). On the sccond of July
the German news Agency had to reassurc the Germsn nress that the
information epread abroad about Italy was exaggeraicd. After
Musegolini's fall, Himmlcer, notorious for his intransigcant
terrorisn, was elevated to the linistry of the Intemior, in an
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‘Italian workers in Berlin. (Ibid.)

P T

effort to forestall the anticipated activities of ¢ :rman
workers.(4) But Himmler, notwithstanding, since thc Italian

.events, "the passive mass disobedience has developed locally

into more serious moves. From several bombed cities local ri-
oting has been reported, as from Hamburg....There is a flaring
up of underground signs on walls; posters and leaflets appear
in the streets with the slogan: Down with the destroyers of

the nation." (Inside Germany Reports, August, 1943) After Mus-
solinit's fall, there was a report, confirmed from several
sources of German workers opcnly demonstrating with rioting

froletarianizatioﬁ of the Hiddle Claééée

- The middle classes, shopkecpers, women and the youth,
have been herded into factorics and brought undcr the leader-
ship of the working class. In the spring of 1943, 100,000
emell retail shops were closed and their owners transported
into war factories as laborers. On January 37, 1943 two days
following the defcat at Stalingrad, it was announced that all
men between 16 and 75 years of age, and all women betwecm 17
and 45 years must register with the. labor exchanges by HMarch
3l. (Fascism, 2/10/43) The reluctance of the population to
register forced the Nazis to institute a man-hunt from housc
to house. Women not properly registcred were taken away at

- once and sent to work. (Fascism, 5/5/43) German girls are

drafted in conmpanics.of not less than 30 to work in armament
plnts, billeted collectively, and supcrvised by Reich labor
leaders during all hours of the day. (Fascism, 3/10/43) In
the industrial area of Westphalia-Lower Rhine, juveniles and
women have been induced by their parents and husbands to leave
their forced labor illegally. For this several parents and
hustands have alrcady rcceived prison sentences., (Fascism,
2/10/43) ‘The women workers forced to work in Hitler's fac-
tories protest unless-they arc given a day off with pay oncc.
a fortnight for washing. (Fascism, 3/10/43). To spy on the
women workers thcre arc requircd 59,000 welfare officers in
the service of the Gestapo. (Ibid.) The Schwarzec Korps at-
tacks women for complaining: "Why.should we havc children if
they are to be killed in twenty-year's time." (Fascism, 6/3/
43). Thc resourcefulness of the women is r¢vealcd in the fol-
lowing story. Wivcs of soldiers who discussed the privations
suffered by their men. at the front were ordcred to report

~daily to the policec and to repcat: "Our men do not go hungry,

the soldicrs are perfeetly all right". The women became so
accustoned to these vhrases they beran repeating them out loud
wherever they went, in the etrect cars, in their offices and
in stores. The result was that discussion was provoked anmong
the listeners who understood in their own way the Fuhrer's
wise foresight. (From Freiheit, undcrground German paver,
cited in German-Americsn, 7/43). ‘

‘ The younger gnncration has known no official education
othgr than that of Fascism. But in the factories the older
socialist and communist workcrs have for scveral years syste-
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matically tried to rc—educatc the aporentices and youngeCTr work-
"ers. "Thc underground concentrated particularly on thesc young
workers and accomplished a great task of ecducation along anti-
Hitler lines." Forming fricndship tcams of ‘older and youngcr
workers, "they might tell . them, poerhaps, of the great mctal
workers strik- in Berlin in January 1918 - a strike that last-
~ ed for weceks, brought the nilitia out in full force and put
- the Figh War Comaand in a catastrophic position. The 300,000
. ptriking vorkers demandvd peace on the basis of Wilson's Four-
tecn Points....Partioularly noteworthy is an article in the
form of a discugsion among threée workers who took part in that
strikc, a discussion pointedly developed with a view to cduca-
tion and orientation of young workers who had not participated
- in the 1918 strike," ‘(Riess, p.383) '

The Nazi pepers regularly report a-slackening of disci-
plinc and moral disirsegration among "¥itlert's children'.
(germen-Anmcrican, 7/43) In Leipzig twenty, boys and girls of

. working class circles were arrcsted and accused of distribut-
“ing lcaflets urging the public to listen to-illegal German

. and foreign radio stations. (Ibid.) Aftcr some youths in Ham-

.burg d:zstroycd soldicrs barracks during a blackout, an order
-wag issued to parents demanding that children be confined to
homes during blackouts, (Ibid.) '

The University of Munich uscc to e the intellcctu=l
bulwark of Nazism. ®Sincc the disasicers at Stalingrad a
serics of student disordors heve disclosed an anti-Hazi move-
ment at Munich. The following is an cxtract from the manifcs-
to of the Munich students. , e

*We grew up in a state in which every frec cxpression of
opinion was ruthlcssly gagged. Hitler youth, Storm Troops,
88, hnve put us into uniform and crippled our intellects dur-
ing thc most fruitful period of our livese.. We have only
one slogan: TFight against the Party...Everyoac of us is fight-
ing for his future, for his liberty -and his honor in a state
which will recognize its moral oblig-tion,...The name of Gor-
rany will be shamed forever, if Geruan youth -docs not Iinally
rise to take revenge, to daestroy its tormentors and crcate a
new Europc, a Turope ol the spirits - Studentst The Geriman peo-
ple are looking to us. They cxpcct much of--us...0ur people
are rising against the cnslavement of Europe by -National So-
cialism in a now break-through for liberty =nd.honor." (Inside
Germany Reports, 8/4%) -

- Onc of the lcawers of the Hunich student movement, Hans
. 8choll, was a 34 ycar old sergeant who had been decorated for
bravery at Stolingrad., In sonc of the demonstrations at Mu-
nich young officers on furlough pnrticip=ated, and high army
officers had to be called to bresk them up. (Insidec Germany
Reports, 8/43) Scholl and his comracdcs were subscquently exc-
cuted for tropeonablc activitices =nd for tencourneing sabo-
tage i, a factory." It is obvious that these young intellec-
tunls have no socinl basc for their renistancc and must turn

to the workcrs in the fectorics. \
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The International Working Class in Gcrmony

"Germany's polyglot Los™ of draffced forcign workers om-
ployed within the Reich now numbers 12,100,000, including
prisoners of war.," (N.Y. Timcs, 7/1/455 The primary aim of
these workers is to0:overthrow the. Hitlor regime, and sowmc of
them have been instructed by their resistanco crganizations
at home to organize the workezs.in their barracks and Facter-
ies, (Combgi?. Againet the suticivated revolt of thesc work-
ers the Nazis have organized vpeeial "town gunrds.!  (Fascisa,

'3/10/43) "But it is not the nlien. workors alonc whom thc

Nazis fear., Thc common nmisery of the. German ond forcign work-
ers has led to comuon action. Reports ori this solidarity arc
‘the most.numerous and spectacular among those . emerging from
Germany and put to shmie any revolutionists who regard the
German workers ns An Waristocracy of labor," lording it over
the forcign workers, ' , N B

A striking example of solidarity occurred in a well-.
known munitions factory at Cheomnitz where 179 work stopoages
took pl=ace -in the one ponth of- Fcbrupry 1943. When the Ges-

- tapo arrested the foreign-workers, the Germnn gangs went on »

Bit-down strike nnd nchieved the release of their zoreign col-

deagues. At Blohm and Voss, German and forcign workers togcth-
:-er bombardcd with scrcws a Labor Front officinl who tricd to

pep-talk them out of ~ strike. (Fascisrm, 2/10/43)., In April

- 1943 the Nazi party i: the Ruhr sharply reprimanded Germans

who voiced protcsts in the shops when the recquests of alien
workers for food are turncd down. . The Gernmon workers a1r¢ aC-
cused of giving part of their food goupons to hungry alicn
workcrs. (Fascisn, 6/3/43) :

"The Nazis worry, not about the bad influenco forecignoers
will have on Germans but about the supcrior German worker de-
moralizing the inferior foreigner." (Inside Geraany Renorsis,
8/43). A number of French war prisoncrs, all of vhoa worc
metal workers by trade, werc scnt to work in a Bavarian riotor
plant after o period of forced arricultursl labor. t first
the French workers were so glad to be back =% machincs thet
they worked at a normal tempo. The first day, during the nom
rest period, their German collcagues came up to them and asked
if they were cragy to work so fast. (Ibid.) The Russi~n im-
portcd workers who usc the slowdovn method of resistance, haw
a stock ansver for their foremen: "If we work too fast, ve
might make mistakes and be accused of sabotaze." The nonage-
ment is helvless against this argument becausc the Geriien mork-
ers usc the same tactics in order to domonstrate their soli-
darity with their fellow-workers. (Fascism, 6/16/43)

More and more the German and alien workers arc regarded
as 2 unit in the allocation of basic rations, (Fascisu, 5/19
43) in threats of wage cuts and other penalties, (Fascisy,
5/5/43) Gocbbels insistently calls upon the Gerssn workers
to romember their superiority ond throntens thosc whose "racce
consciousness is not - cquately developed.® (Inside Gormany
Reports, 8/43) The MN:i.uis ccmplain that Germans rcgﬁyd war
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prisoners as human beings too. (Ibid ) The following is an
example of an officlal notice from the German Labor Frant,

"How German Workors Should RBRehave Totard-Workcers Fronm
. Forqbr Sovigct Districtis:

"It is neces sary to crploy Sov1ct orkels in Germasn Tac-
tories in order to keecp up production. You must always. rencm-
ber that they are oulturally, incomparably inferior to you and
thaf they have been trained in a philosophy which is in abso-

" lute contradiction to yours. When you have to associetc with
“Russian elements, the following five points must be kept in

mind: "1l. Always sho~ that you are the superior, ber gust but
strict. 2. All prLsonal contact save such specch as is’ néces-
sary to give ord=rs is strictly forbidden, comradeship with
these elements is impossible., 3. Do not. be invbigled into
showing sympathy, consideration or friendship which might: be
falsely understood by:thésc.clements; they aré cared.for and
treated in‘'accordance with official 1nstructlnns. 4,7 Do not
permit any loafing on the job; if an instance ariscs, call the
police at one. 5. The slightest suspicion. of saboteurs must
be reported- immedlately, failure %o report will make you co-
responsible. Your:lecaders expcct from you that you will al-

-ways be conscious.of the fact that you are superior to the Rus-

sians, that you will act accordlngly. If, in svitc 0L these
clear and most natural laws, a German worker forgets himself,
he will have to be excluded from the pOpul”r conmunlty f
(Inside Goraagy Renorts, 8/43) (5)

The newvs o*o German working class reclstance to Hltlcr
and their fraternization with foreign workcrs sCeps through
to occupied Europc. #any of the rcoorts cited in this "rtlcle
are these of foreign workers who have cscancd or returncd home

.on lcave. In turn the Hazis are unable to kcep the news of

the stirikes, demonstrations and prgpnratiOﬂ for :revolt frew
being imported inte Germany along with the zoreign workers.
"From metes returning frem home all sorts of news is hoerd
about the situation At home. " (Fagciem, 7/28/43).

~Worbowc there are many German laborers who have been
deportud from tncir Hres and sent all over Europe as forced
laboreis. There is e~ .imated to be two million of thesc Ger-
man workers in and outsid: of Germany. (Fascisn, 3/24/43)
Many of the Gorman workers in the occupicd countries hove ro-
belled against. the hard conditions of work =nd have bcen sent
to prison. (Fascigw, 8/35/43) That.an undereround orgenization
exists with ramifications into Germany and France is revealed
by the rccent execution of three Alsaulans For oulldln such
an ormanlzqtlon. (Waaolsl, 6/16/A3) Co

Gorlmn Torkers in Unlporn

Gerwman soldicrs arc scattorbd all ov<r Buropc, policing
actively hostile populations, suffering defests axnd casunlties
by the millions, and facing an incrcagingly uncertain and hor-
rifying future, In 1939 onc cut of cvery ten male ®orkers was
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in uniform. Today the ratio.is one outi of every threc.,  Bo-

“tween nine and ten willion wien have had to be taken from the. -

working population. (H.Y. Tinns, 5/51/43) Horc and nmorc
therc arc rcports o descriionsy imprisonment for military
crlmes and s~bota‘b.

From the Porth thGTb is g stcady flo” of trﬁnﬁoorbs
. with manacled German troops. (*1901ﬁq, 4/7/43) " Froa the
Polish secrct radio station in thc cast comes a revort thnt
between January and April "1943, 342 German descricrs hove
been -sentenéed to déeath by.court-martidl and 785 soldicrs
and 310 officers-await trial. From Badogzlio in.:the South
comes the informition that German soldicrs demonstrated with
joy at thé news-that-Hitlerwhad fallen with Mussolini. From
Belgitm in thc. West-cemes the news that German soldiers have
to be clcarcd out of movie houscs, so riotous is their jecr-
ing when German commentators dspict the glories of the Russian
campaign. (Dallz Worker, 7/12/43) Throéoughout occupied Europe
the underground buys a largce part of its supplies from German
soldiers. - (Ncue VOIKBVOl+uﬁh3 7/34/43) In Norway,.German
soldiers arc coopcrating with opwosition Norwevlaﬁs to as- .
Bist fugitives. (Ta501Su, 3/10/43) -

German war prisoncrs in Ameéri c'a receive one: Gey
language paper, the Hcue Volkezoitunz., While this vapcr is
vigoréusly pro-United Nations, it tells the CGrman soldicrs
in articles and colw s that -"There is no return to. the old
Germany. The-cities aave bceen destroyed. This miscry is
all over Europe and not just in Germany. The German pcople
will have to find ncw forms of political 1life., Thcerc will
be no Kaiser, Fuhrer, no nobility and no bourgcoisie to turn
to. There is no rcturn to the Third Reich, the Kalsers Reich,
to the First Renublic, to Weimar. There is no return to the
odl property rclations. Who can imaginc that the work of re-
construction can be left to the privete houscovners, the.lahd
speculators, the capitalist contrncts. "In-a land as pocr as
Gernany after the war, there will be nco placc’ for the rich,
ncither the old rich nor the nc¥ rich.": (Fciue: Volkezeltung,
8/21/43) : : oL ST R _

"If we look at Geraany as the capitalists de, we sce
that out of a collavse of the Wazi repime the possibility
ariscs of a Socialist revolution. This will lead to its out-
break all over Eurcvc. A workers revolution in Gormany will®
-reverberate to the corncrs of the carth even inore than the
Russian Revolution.® (Ihid., 8/38/43)
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Yet in Labor Action-and the NVew In%tcrnational no hlnt<f
this has epncarcd cxcpnt under the title of dlhcuuglon articla

: All these reports point in onc dircction - t 1C p“olc~
tarian character of the resistance to Hitler. It could not
be otherwise, That it is mixcc with other elcmap+s is certain
The army hierarchy, cncouragel by Stalin and in time cor por-
haps even now bidding fox tcrms of "unconditiongl surrcnder"
from the Anglo-American impcrialists, may act as a temporary
diversion to the tide of prolbtarlaq resistance. But it is

- the business of the revolutionists in Germany encd clsewhere to

-point out that the only social resistancc to Hitler in Germany
- must come from thc proletailﬁt and to clarify its prolutarlan
- objectives. : _

‘With thls perspeotlvc, based on a gcnerwl polltlcql un-
derstanding of Eurovc yesterday and today, and on a wealth '
of evidence, a major task of the reveluticnarics in Zurope is
to stimulate the German. Worklng ‘class to work with the inter-
national weorking class in Germany for the German revolution
and the Socialist United States of Rurope. On our part, as a
minimum, our press nust carry the ﬂost oomplcuu information
available. and point out the propsects for comwbining the libera-

. tion and socialist stru@glos‘in Germany as well 2B “in ocou-

pied Europe. To assurc this is required the afoption of the
perspective contained 1n the lZiinority Resolution on the Ha-
tional Qcstion. o Do

.

rl

As I conclude this arrlolc, the Wew York Times (Novembecr 4,
1943) carries roports tha* the Nagzis are erccting barricades
in preparation for civil war in Ger:iizcny. For this the party

‘meribership and the rcaders of its press have been politically
‘prephred “‘only by the Johnson articles and the Zinority Reso-

lution.
R. S.

November 5, 1943 = . o .
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NOTESS

curt Ricss, Insidc Gormnny, 1943

Published scemi-nmonthly by the Internationsl Transport
Workcrs Fcderation in London.

Tnside Gernsny Reports published monthly by the Amcrican
Fricnds of Germn 1 Frceedom in New YorTk.

Tribunc, August 37, 1943, London.

Inside Germany Reports, 8/43

Compare with this thc tasks outlined by Johneon for the
vanguard in Gormany. (linority Resolution on the Ha-
tional Qucetion, p. 28) :
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FORESIGHT I8 BETTER THAN HINDSIGHT
by
Susan Green

There isn't one of us in the Workers Party who hasn't
puffed up his chest because of the proletarianization of our
membership. This change has not, of course, come about hit or
miss. It is the result of a correct prospective adopted by our
leadership and membership, and of the willingness of both to
make personal sacrifices. : : C

The importance of having roots as workers among workers
is by no means measured merely by the subs to LA we have gotten
and will get - nor even by the sympathizers and recruits we have
made and will make.

The long-range -- and I might even say, all-time —- pro-
spective for our party requires us to be in industry wherc our
people as workers speaking to workers can - on the basis of
their militancy and correctness both on shop problems and on
larger economic and political issues — rise to rank and file
leadership.

Aldng ﬁhie line we have yet - for very good reasons to
be sure - taken few and uncertain steps. But the direction
is correct. We must continuc in this direction. -

, The end of thc war threatens to knock into a cocked hat
this orientation of ours. The convention in January must set
itself the task - to my mind the most urgent one before us -
of making post-war plans so that we will not revert to our pre-
war nebulous status - plus a subscription list for LA and some
new recruits to our credit.

Both the objective and subjective conditions will be
~against us. First, of course, with finis to war orders the
firing of war workers will begin. Our people will be hit and
lose their jobs. ‘ ,

Subjectively, too, it is only natural for our comrades
who have been uprooted in order to become rooted in industry,
to want to go home. I think, also, that I am not mistakcen
when I say that many of our uprooted comrades have a "for the
duration" point of view towards their present work.

These facts we must face very honestly at the convention
and decide what to do about them.

I cannot sce any other approcach to the problem than that
our proletarians must stay where they are. If they are not
fired, all well and good. If they are, they must take pot
luck with the other fired workers, as part and parcel of them.
All ccntacts.must, of course, be ﬁept up.

There will bc neecd to organize the uncmplcoycd and to ]
formulate a corrcct program for uncmployment. We must parti-
pat:e. Furthermore, judging by some vicws cxpresscd at recent
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union conventions, there will be a closer tie between the un-
employed and their unions than ever before, This also is an
opportunity for us:

There will be urgent questions relating to women workers.
Most of our women workers should continue to be where the ur-
gent questions arise,

In this milieu we should remain. The convention must
send the delegates back with the will to prepare our comrades
to play their role as workers in this postowar turbulence.

The field should be surveyed and dctails arranged as much as
possible in advance, so that the party may continue to function
as a party of proletarians after the war.

, Jobs and care for demobilized men will be burning issues.
The organization of cx--servicemen into bodies linked with the
unions, will also come up., I don't know how practical it is
for our comrades to work along thecse lines. Anyway it is some-
thing to look into carcfully.

§' m making a pleca for foresight instead of hindsight.

I would“Wwant it to happen that at the first, second and third
W.P. conventions after the war is over, we may still be talking
about the objective and subjectivc reasons, the qualitative and
quantitative reasons, the ebb—and-flow reasons, why our party
has suffcred a blow, ctc., etc.

It will be better to be able to boast g little that we
anticipatcd the blow at our 1944 convention, glanced it off,

and are in spitc of everything doing allright - as a party of
proletarians. ,

November 1lst, 1943
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AGATINST CELTRISH Id OUR PARTY

"Labor, black and white, nust speed
the organization of a political party
of its own, a Tighting Independent
Labor Party, which ainmgs to talke over
the government and run society in the
interest of its useful citizens, the
workers of hand and brain, regardless
of color, creed, racc, sex or age." --
From the NC statcmcnt on the Detrolt
pogroms.

Read it again! It's hard to believe, yet it's there, black on
~white. The Labor Party, according to this statcrent, is going to es-
tablish workers' power. And this is not un isolated quotation, taken
out of context. The quotation given above is the whole paragraph
dealing with the Labor Par®vy in that particular HC statement -- cvery-
thing. But what is more, tais sort of "explanation" o what we mean
by the Labor Party slogan has appearcd consisténtly in party state-
ments and resolutions.

.Our conception oi the Labor Party which we advocate, as I have
always understood it, is that this party would restrict its political
activity to within the framework of bourgeois lesality. Its function
would be to form the political wins of the trade unions, to run work-
Ing class candicates on working class platforms for the bourgeois
parliamentary bodics. It would not be a Harxist (revolutionary)
-party, such as ours, and it could not be a non-Party, extra-lcgal
proletarian organization, of the soviet type, wiich would be equipned
to organize the dictatorship of the working class. It could, no
doubt, develop into the latter in a revoluticnary period, But when
this happons, the character of that organization will be changeld, and
willl have nothing to do with our present slogan.

Such phrases as "a fighting Indepcndent Labor Party, which aims
to take over the poverament", is an advococy of a Labor government of
the Mcoonald type, or can'be interpreted as such. it is cenlrist am-
biguity and confusion at best, reformism ot worst. Centrism can exist
only by the use of just such ambiguity, but revolutionary socialists
cannot arford to relinquish their clarity of languaze —-- least of all
now.

Whenever we mention our Labor Party slogan, we must cxplain clear-
ly what we mcan by it. 3But above all, we mugst constantly rciterate
“that it is only our party wsoich aims to establish workers povicr, and
that the road to a society iich will be "run in thie interast of its
useful citizens" runs through a strons Workers Party, and the cstab-
lishment of nrolctarian extra-legal bodles in o revolutionary situation.
Let's not foryet that the workers cannot simply et control ol the bour-
geols governacnt, and use it for their own purpose

Let's combat all tinges of centrism in the Party. Congiant
clarity of language will do the trick.

Arthur STEIN
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DISCUSSICN &RT1CIE
- CN
TRADE UNION PCLICY

: The arcne of labor strugslos in the U.S, has pignificantly
widened in the past few nontho.' The governnont i intc‘VLning
on the side of private prope “u" in o new and nors active manncr
than heretofor.

The struggle against the United Mine Workers was planned.
and carried throuzh, not by a coalition of onerators but by the
War Labor Board. EVCF’OHP understood that the issues were much
deeper than the $2.00 raise, that there was involved the strug-
gle for survival of the WLE itself. This is not at all to say
that the miane operators gtood a 1de in the strugzlc, but that
they Gid not lead it. If the miners had won, the government
would have been the worst loscr.

Ca a 1essor scale, the stery was rspeated with the United
“Rubber ‘Jerker The pattern is alre agy & famililar one: the WLE
is Lhe Druv«varo of workers' milevance In ny opinion this

will continue .to be the casc, even if thc Little Steel formula
is overchrown, until labor forges the two weapens it so glaring-
ly lacks today--a political arm, i.:., an independent labor
party, and a genulne working class top union lecadership.

In addition to the WLB the bosses have forged for then-
selves another new and potent weapsn by the passaze of the
Smith-~Conually Bill. Hecre a- ain, cvery strile 1s a strilke

‘againat the goverament as well as the company. Roosevelt!s al-
ternative propoeal of a vork-or-right bill showe that there is
no serious disagcecned nt I any of the major Tactiong in Washing-
ton on tho qucstion of bt "oy and. open 3overnmﬁnt interference
to help the companics against the uniong

Thblb arec plenty of other bLon" pointin~g in the same di-
rcection. Vinson throws out the railroad worsors'! 8¢ raise;
the OPA bvcow:s an over nore obvious farce; tlie talk of rolling
back prices is so much gheep-dip. e arc witaecssing these cays

mor: than a ncre licst of arti.-lobor cdevelopnonts; it is the un-
foldins of a ncw "sccond front®. The arcrna of striuryle hos

widened and ¢oepenoed; overy union loecal must reclon with the na-
tional administration as an zctive combatant.

The 2rona has widened in ancthor dircection, partly as a

conscoucnce oi the jovernment! ﬁOlicy Ln anti-CIC bi11 hanstring-
ing the HLRB is u-«kcd thzoqrﬁ Conprecsc under the AFofL!'s wing
John L. Lewis gocs back to the AFofL, aprarsntly, to UW"nP it ““1y

from Tobin's Roo "olt—no ma+t0f~vndb faction, and Trom Green' s
spinclcsuncss, and onto tho road of a 1abor wing of the Republiecan
Party. The Ci0 oxocutive boa forns a Politieal Action Comaaitice
wnich openly states that its ;urpose is to caoport Jooascvelu and
head off an indewcndent labor party. Philip Murcas, Sidney Hill-
man, R.J. Monas (JAT), Sherman Daleymnic (United Rmbbew Vorkers),
Albbft Fitzzgorals \UF?LJA) anc either Vo Bittner or David Hc'un-
ald (Uaited Stecl oxm:rn)-—~thc“o von Jeaderes of soue of the nost

powerful unione in Arcrien constitute thiec Politienl Action Cormniittee
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Ve call then the labor lisutcnants of tho cupitalist clacs
it would be rore accurately descrining their practical mole to
call tiicn the labor licutensnts ol the eopitnliist pertics, Defore
the laboring nosses con tan(lc vitlh "thelr" veprescntotives in
the governueat (the VL2, the cnfircers of the Sitth-Counally Act,
with Conprress and Po0s¢vely)., and hope. to wiin, there nust be sone
clezniag un in 1abor's k. te, I not A thorouga cleaning -up,
thén at least a strons cli.un-up squad which can Lhronton a thor-
- ough cleaning-up. Labor needs a politiendi ovarty nnd a unlon lead-

~ership thet is independent of the Demoerats “né Ropublicans. '

The nev develonilents rnisec new probleis for Party unionistse
In one concentration Tactory our peopls find theiisclves in n po-
sition to cupture a majority on the controct negotiating comaittee.
In the discussion that took placc, various ideas for v-.cking out
were proposed, (The slate wis initlated by nine shop stewards,

- completely independent of our pcople). The nein theine in the dis-
cussion was -that we do not woant to take the type of responsibility
that control of the negotiating comnittee cntails. The shon has
had more then the 15% incrense allowed by the Little Steel formu-
la; its rates are geod compired to nost shops Soing the sane typce

~of work. -The position the “7LB will take 1s certain. In addition,

. .the other locals of the union.in the arcn are controlled by the
Stalinists. Therefore, we crnnot hope to et the merbershipn any

silgnificant increnses. '

. -

It was finally decided, with nany expressions of "I hope we
lose", that ve could not afford to decline tlie leadership, but
- that mch stress must be 1aid on telling the memdership, fron the
very start of nesotintions and. before, the true situntion with
regord to woyue iancreases. Ii addition, our fraction hng set it-
e sCclf the perspective of establishing thic elate cormittee as the
- nucleus of a Progressive -Group. ' '

This wos the correct deelsion,in ny oninlon, althouszh the
hesitancy is bascd on a rosunderstanding. It 18 not At all a so-
~lution to relinquich the strugsle to goin leadership. The worke
~ers need leadersiip all the tire, not just when the outlook is
pretty goolds On the somce ballot as tie enndidntes for negotiat-

;- 1lng comnittoo werc the enndidates for delesrtes to thoe convention.
p -You sannot agk to reprosent workérs at o vorkers convention, but

- refuse to represcnt ‘them in Troat of the bocses. As long as a
conuiltiee is set up to perform a progressive function, we rnust scek

.

3 It 15 obvious cven fror this single instance thnt the WLB and
e the Suith-Connally Act are new factors of nojor inportnnce. Foime-
f erly we would have been nilitans agltntors for action that todny

g would be adventurisnm., e g0icd, and corrcetly, alrost any tine we
- can nobilize the uvnion nembershly behind a steilc, pall it.  Host
k. of our cfforts in the unions hav. been efforts to nehicvs this rio-
f:.bilization, This vag correct becruse in ~n lsolated suvrumsle bo-
i tween the union and conpany, a solld unioen rerborsiin vag aliost

k- surc to win, e abitually node "do-gorethin ;" spucches.  Tu were
. for picket lines to enforec union denands whencever we felt the un-
- lon wns strrong enough. And in nost eases 21l & unlon nceded to be

5ol

L stron cnough wos t0 throw out 1ts chenb,

&
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Today, the situation is sorowhat differ-nt. Sornething new
has been added, A new restriction, n new obstocla.  For exanple,
the Stalinists ond renacvionarics arce W.0oping up incentive pay”
as the only ncans of getiing reiscs.  Our ansver cannot be nade in
the o0ld siirit: "thc hell with the VL and Siith-Connallye—we! il
close down the shop till the bogg £ives us our raige." Nor con }
1t be: "never nind the rlse; we'll content oursclves with better
conditions." Our only answer is the ono we 3lve to ourselvess
"incentive pay will weaken the union; we'll get raises when the
no-strike pledge 1s rescinded and the WIR i1s nbolished." It is
not an casy answer to explain, but it is the only one we can Bive.

- In ny opinion, there are four main conclusions for Party
. trade unionists to draws. : ‘

"l. We nust be a great deal rore cautious toward strikcse.
This does not at all menn that we are amainst strikes,
but that we rccognize, and explain, that irmensely '
greater strength is necded to win a strike today, Slove

‘ downs, or even l<hour sitdowns, however, are still feasible,

2. Our education of the union rank and file npust re-

- fleet the changes that have taken place. We rwust ,
explain, in virtually the terns we use .to ourselves,
why they rust stick 2ll the closer to tihie union in
splte of the helplessncos of the union to get then
raises., S ' : i

3. We nust concentrate mich niore attention than here-
tofor on demands for better working conditions,
We have been inclincd to:regard then, in practice,
as secondary., '

4. We nust try harder than cver to forn Progressive
Groups within the unions. One of the nuin policies
of such a group riust be to deniand an indcpendent
labor party, nc, only for -national clections but
locol ones also, which ean bc entored by one or
two locals. (We ocan learn soricthing fromn the
Stalinists' CIO Comrunity Councils). " Another

- poliey of a bprogressive droup rnust hbe agpressive
political opposition toward tlic top leadership,
with the ain of renoving ther: fron office. Natur-
ally, we must be very clrcunspecet in handling
this anti-leadership campaign, but we must pre-
pare to launch it. ' ’

4 All four of thege conclusions ean be surined upi we rust becone
j nore political in the unions. Undoubtedly one of the rcasons for

¥ our lamentable rcecord of recrultnent from the factories (until very

e recently) in which we have union fractions is that our pcople, for
the nost part, play the role of pure-and-sinple trade union nili-
“tants., Our fractions tend to be overly concerncd with "union ninu-

L tac", discussing and taking a position on dozens of issucs of nmi-

b nor inportance, and not concerned enough with arxisn and how to
ﬁpropagate,it, and particularly witl: recruiticnt into the Marxist
Party, We have become ton nuch, in sonc respects, @ trade-union

s barty with our union nmcermbers functioning in the Party as trade-
- , 1;::7L
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witonlsis, inectead of funchloning in the trade-unions ag Purty ien-
bors, ’ -

-

Thigs has been pointed out rnny tincs before: tac last Tcw
»York Clty Convention discussed Tittle elsc. . And we are making
prufeesse  In the beginning oi our prolctarianization, we had
trouble beenuse our nenbers becnne burcaucrats, ot posts on exo-
cutive comiittecs but ignored the rank nnd file. We put o stop
to thit, but found that we st1ll l-cked soncthing: we dida't re-—
cruit, %ell, ws nnde nnother turn, anc while reerulting prospects
have &efinitcly brightened, therc is st1ll lots und lots of roou”
ror improvencnt., We hnve ot to be Marxist politiclans in th
union rovencnt, os well o nilitents.  We nust tell thenm mueh nore
of our progren, of what we actually think nbout ‘currcnt cvente. .
We nust constantly, by r¢solutions, in spbcchcs; and in d2ily con-= -
Versations, bring out political Front an?. the wilon's welfare,
When ‘a militont draws close to us, it must be to US, not to only
& proiressive bloe. v S S o ‘ ' :

m

. The unicn nilitants nced a new type ol weapon--political de-
‘nanas {(ond politidal strikes). Td have &lready rc-ncicd Lo this
nced in our neyly raiscd slozan: Hationalize the litnes Under fork-
ers! Contrecl, (It would be better as; Nationalize the lines Under
Lontrol o the UINA). It would be a rmistake to. justify the raising
©of this slognn today by the fact that thé mines are noninally in
“the hands of the gevernnient., We would continue tinig sloz~n if the
‘miues wery turned back to the oporators tonorrow; we would have
arlsed it, I hope, if the goveranrcnt. hind not perpetrated its lepnl
.8lnnte The cerrect notivation, and it refloets the problen Yefore
sthe 1ovhor lovenient As a’'whole, is the renlization by the nost ncd-
“vancads nilitants in the UITTA that the traditionnl and usual tactics,
“stril. amninst the opecrators, no longer sufficcs. The fisnt 19 no
Aonzger eonfined, in .the innedinte sense in walch 1t was,.to the-
gconorile Vield; politienal donands and preperavlon are naecied Lo
wilne  Too notionnlization slozan, for us, has chnnsed feor a pro-
{Qagnnau Lo on npitational eslosan.  The strugzle hins widenod and
feepcne, : ‘ o

EUEERY

B/6/40 o .. " Joe LEOUAR
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A WORKERS' CLASS I' NEW YORK

INTKODUCTION:

AFTEK a year of activity in our concentration, our group developed to
a point where it was feced with.an immediate esnd serious problem. Our ex-
perience is undoubtedly not unique, Bnd the solution of this problem is, in
& sense, crucial to the further work of our orgenization. By their activity,
our comrades very soon became widely known &s militant trede unionists.
Their esgitation at union meetings and on deily questions which arossé on the
floor in some cases eerned for them the lsbel ‘'of L.A. men. There deve’oped .
around our comredes e number of individusls who consulted them on trade
union questions, who read L.A., were enthusiastic ebout it and identified
our comredes with L.A. It is eesy to feel a sense of satlsfactlon end
achi'evement at heving this influence over good ‘trede union members even
though it was not concretized politicelly. Doing only this would, how-
ever, convert us from en edtive politicel venguerd into & strong trede union
group and nothing more. - Our problem wes, therefore, to educate these trade
union contects politicelly, solidify their relations to us by our pOllthPl
ideas and eventuglly recruit them into the orgenizetion. We went to emphc-
size here thct one.of the most fruitful ways of bridging this seemingly in-
surmountcble gep between comredes end contccts end ¢t the same time to ex-
pedite the leter integretion of the letter into the pcriy is through the con=-
tact cless. - Tuere the fremework is provided for integroted end remified
trectment of iders such as is difficult to duplicate in quick moments teken
from work or in the informzl atmosphere of ¢ psoudo-smcirl arrcngment. We
must lecrn to bridge-the gep if our work is not to remein orgenizetionally
end politicelly sterile. The following is the ritempt of onc of our groups
et such & solution. : C :

PROBLEM

To bring & number of concentretion closer to an understending of
our convietion and to recruit then.

B4LCXGEOUND:

1. Gomrades A, & B. had already conducted extended discussioms .
&t work - prim“rlly around union issues but rround some politicel issues es’
well, like the Stelinists, wer profiteers, Negroes, Miners, etc.

2. Comredes A. % B., not known rs members of the Party but
jdentified with L.A. Stelinists denuncicticus of our comredes &s Trotsky-
ites lead to such remarks from sympethizers es: " Ir thet is what ths
Trotskyites went, then I'm & Trotskyite too."

3. Approval of L.A. by sympethizer M. (¢ girl with very 1li-
mitad experience in trede unions end no contzet ‘with formcl politics ) who
spent some 10-15 minutes recding aloud the transitionrl program of L.A. to
her friends end expressing unmistekeble epproval.

4., Ccmrede A. had three contacts, ell girls, G, M, and V.

Comwade B had two conteacts -- one boy and pne girl.
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Comrade C devel- pcd en excellent Nuglo girl contect within a week
after she had gotten e job.

OKGANIZATION OF CLASS

1. Cumrzde A. brought G. to forum lecture cfter informing her thet
she was attending herself. '

2. Comrede A. informed G. thet after inquiry she found that L.d.
would be willing to send & teacher for & few girls. The girls expressed
great enthusiasm for a cless .

3. Tuere remsined the problem of maklng techniccl. errengements for
the class,inviting the contacts of “the other comrsdes ¢nd bringing them all
together. Av this time one of the conteccis was fired us a result of Stelin-
ist pressure. Iuv wes necessary to essure the contacts th t the class vould
be secure.

4. 4 letter wes therefore drewn up, addressed to comrade 4. ateting
thet L.A. was gratified thct the peper had elicited interest in discussion
end ‘thet it therefore invited e number of workers to ¢ cless. "Iv described
the manner in which the cless was to teke plcce, i.e., consisting of both
lectures &nd discussion &nd it £lso briefly outlined the scope of the class.

5. At this point, Ccmrsde A. told the group thct she wes a mecmber.
Her prestige immedictely rose . Ose of the contrcts rho'ls'blologicglly 23
nlibercl" was somewhet put out but she sgreecd to come to the cless, never-
theless. Countezct V. and M. were chenged to cnother shift end found it im-
possible to ettend.

6. Tne class sterted with five contects,

NATURE CF 1HE CLALSS:

1. Pieprred a number of copies of Sehte & Revolution, Communist

Mrnifesto, SOCIALISM, UTOPI.N 4ND SCIENTIFIC, Lenin 's IMPERIALISH, etc.,

to be hended out to class before ¢ppropricte lesson.

2. Used Temple outline on 4RC of Mcrxism as cn cid., Discussions
were very simple, Tilled in with &s many concrete gxemples &s possible from
shop life end Arericen history. 4voided "biblical" terminology es ¢ substi
tute for explanztion.

3. Partly lecture and pertly questions and answers. Questions posed
by-teacher, .used &s &n:cid in chennelizing the discussions end to help pupils
come to desired conclusions on their own.

REACTICN 10 CLASS:
'Girls %er& iﬁterested aﬁd enthusiestic., One of these contaots asks

to bring & friend end both attend rcgularly. She attends and gradually
comes over to our viewpoint. E;C>f5
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Tne serious enthusiesm of the contrets is the most encoursging fecturc
of the whole veniure. Tney teke the reading essignments seriously and when
unable to fulfill them, feel obliged to cnswer for their failure. One of
the night workers goes to work lcte so &s not to miss the discussion. Tne
discussion most enjoyed was on M:rrxian Economics. Onc of the contcets con-
gistently esked, "Wcll, whet can we do about all i:is 2¢

Thiee people recruited et the end of the cless. Trose who do not
join remein intelligent exponents of our views in the shop &nd outside.

Ncw contrets being mede pegulerly with severel of them ettending the
party school which is now functioning.

Louise BROWN
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E Note on CENTRIS{ IN CUK PirTYy by irthur Stein:

This crticie was written cerly in July - for pabliestion in the
party bulletin. It wrs not intended os o contribution for the pre-
conventicn discussicn, . i, in its pfcsent form, crnnct censtitute

~ that, DMcreover, if I werc tc writc - dceument on the scme questicn

todey, I would chznge the emphrsis on esrtrin points, use diffcrent

1 hetding, ete., ete.

507




