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eDITORIAL

The trial of the "Gang of Four® recently staged
in Féking is one of the greatest, larcical show
trials in bistory, Wnat was veally ou trial
was not four individuals but the existence of
socialism in Chira, an existence which has been
under serious attack since ths countererevelut-
ion of 1976, The reactionaries in Peking are
throwying every slander, lie and vile inmuendo
at the Four in a desperate attempt to create
contusiocn and mislead as to the key political
issues of the trial. For well over two vears
now they have besn desperately thras shing around
looking forxr scme concrete evidence against the
Four, but since they are supposed to be looking
fer evidence to prove that the Four are fascists
it is not surprising that they have never come
up with anvy,

%c;

Peking Revisw No, 2, 12th, January has a falirly
Adong article on the trial of Chiang Ching during
which, curiously enough, she is hardly mention~
ed. The main content of the article is that the
Four were instrumental in plamming an armed reve
olt in Shanghai., As to why they did this and
whom it was suppoed to be against ~ we;i that
isn't mentioned either, In fact itis a pratty
crapey article but perhaps the revisionists
think they've got the world so hoodwinked that
any half=baked nonsense will do, Sadly, in some
cases this is right. There are too many people
calling themselves Marxist—Leninists who became
80 accustomed te using soccialist China as a
crutch to hold up their own ailing forms that
they no longer realise the crutch has gone,

Now their heads are no longer up in the air but
are stuck up Deng!s backside - no wonder they
aren't seasing too cleariyi In ithis way these
people, who really do think that they are of a
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revolutionary inclination, are lagging behind
not only the masses but the international bourg-
eoisie as well, for the latter have rumbled what
has happended in China well enough., The Western
media have been united in their attack on the
Four. They haven't €0t any concrete evidence
either but so what; don't bother too much about
little concrete details like that, No, for them
and for the ruling class interests they repres-
ent, this is a great ‘opportunity to slander and
vilify socialism, Thev are putting out a loud
and clear message to the millions of people thr-
ocughout the world now under the heel of a decay-

ing social system, that there can never be an a-
lternative to this system,

Ever since the NCG broke with the Chinese revis-
ionists, we have taken every opportunity to opp-
ose them and those who support them. For a time
we were the only ML group in this country who
took that position, but now this situation is
changing and we have come into contact with oth-
e® groups and individuals who also hold our pos=-
ition. Because of this we have been able, in
conjunction with other organisations and indivi-
duals, to organise two public meetings on the
trial of the Four. The first of these meetings
was held in Nottingham in January, attracted a

good audience and stimulated a lively discussion,
The second, which at the time of writing has not
yet taken place, is to be held in London and we
hope that it will attract not only those who
share our view that the trial of the Four is an
attack on socialism, but also those who are sti-
11 wavering elements, he authentic revolutipn
ary voice can be temporarily stiffled but it can
not be silenced and now all over the world ML
pParties and organisations are working to hold
aloft the red banner which the revisionists and

their running dogs have tried in vain to tear
down.

In the last issue of Red Star a mention was made
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of an Intarnational Ceniepe; s which WA
held Jast Auvtumn, In this issue we have s fgll
account of that meeting and we publish in fulj
the communique {vom 1it, his communiquelis now
available from Rod Star Publications, pr1§eﬁ %t
253p. The communique gives a broad analysis of
the current iunternational situation and the tas-
ks for Marxist-Leninists, but one of the major .
tasks for ML groups and Parties is to analyse.
the international guestion in relation to their
own conditions and circumstances, "The In?ernaw
tional Situation and the Tasks of the Marxist-
Leninists” is a :development of the work begun
by the Notiingham Communist Group_oyer a year -
ago., It rejects the social chauvinism 1n§9r@pt
in the theory of the three worlids and beg}ns to
develop a genuine Marxist-Leninist analvsis,

It has slways been our policy to use "Red Star®
as a forum for views not necessarily cur own

but with which we are in general agreement. )
"The politics of opporiunism : or how to av01?'
class struggle® is written by someone who would
not call himself & Marxist-Leninist, Nevertheless
this article is a2 good and lively account of the
politics of opportunism and specifical%y as ma?~
ifested by the"M ilitant™ "SWP" and YBig F}ame
organisations. These organisations are not rey—
dutionary, they are essentiallv sccial de@oirat—
ic and thus their objective role is tO’remni?rce
the bourgeois world view and deny the necessity
for proletarian revolution,

Finally we review the book"Protest and Survive®
edited by E.P.Thompson and Dan Smith. This §ook
has been widely discussed and sold and i§ hailed
by some as a major contribution to t%e disarmam=
ent movement., Yet the book has a major weakness
since it has no analvsis of the causes of the
increasing rivalry between the two superpowers.
The behavior of the two imperialist superpowers
is seen as mindless militarism and the ratiogale
of imperialism is completely ipgnored. Likewise
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The strategies for disarmament igtiore the true
nature of the bourgecis state and hold out false

hopes that the bourgeoisise will cartainly never
grant . - .

* #* 3%

Once again we remind.readers . that we are anxious

for articles to be sent to us and that we wiil
seriously consider their publication, ]

RAISE HIGH THE RED
BANNER

International Ccnfererifte of

A Report on the

Marxist - Lenimsts :

e :

For some time now there has been a, gruwznp awa-
reness amongst Marxist- Lon1n1=ts tmqt the deep
international crisis of imperialism i3 sharpen~
ing up and so intensifying the mqlor contradic-
tions that exist in the world, Hénce the prob-
ability of a majer 1nTer—1mper1a11 st war in the
coming decades hecomes more and more likely,
War is looming on the horizon and will break
out uniess the revolutionary struggle of the
masses and the seizure of state power by them
prevents it, Even if the war does hTrazk out,
it will express in a very concentrated form all
the contradicticns of the 1mp9r1aﬂhut system,
and will therefore greatly incrddse the object-
ive conditions for successful revglutioenary
struggle, In the context of this war only the
Marsist-Leninists are capable of Jleading the-
struggle of the working class and other vppres-
ged pecple to victory by turning the inwperiali-~
st war into a revolutionary civil war,. This is
becavse Marxism~-Ieninism is the only autheorntic
revolutiiornary theory capable of bringing about
and svetuining a prolefavrian revolution., 7

Se¢ this is a time of great challenge and cppoi-
tunities for revolutionaries., Yet at this verv
tima the Marxist-Leuninist movement is s

te of deep division and ¢onfusioh, The count-
er =-revolution in China in 1976 brought abtour a
great divide amongst Marzist-Leninists., There
wers sharp strugsgles about basic principles of

n
e
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Marxism=Leminism snd in particular their Gy
cation to the current world situatrion, Manv of
Thoe forces whish had hitherto made vp the iﬁte~
™ationnl Marxist-Leninist movement have caplt-
ttlnted to a revisionist line in

g v e wWay or ann-
ther, boma

_ have thrown themzelves behind the
revisionist elique in Chins and upholad the inf-
awrcuts Three Worlds Theory; a theory which i=
already lorcing fhem to proclaim capitulation
to t%elr own imperialist masters in the evens
of World War 13, Ancther section have seized
upon Ianver Hoxha'” thecry and now maintain ti
Mao was never & Marxist-Leninist and that the
never was a sociglist rnvointln al g B0

Chiina, A
further element have fallen uuﬁx from pelitic::
life ailtoget her in a state of ntter demcralis:
tion and despair. A1l these shades of opinmion

are present in this country and this is cenera-

1ly true throughout the world, In B0mME COUNTT -~
ies, including this cne, the genuine Marxiwst.!

eninist forces are reduced to a handful of E=3 PR
11 groups. ‘

-

fhe international crisis of imperialism, coupl.-

€a with the crisis within the International
Communist mevement, make it absolutely vital
that those authentic Marxist-Leninists still
in QViqtpqu shonld strengthen their unity and
increase the struggle against revisionism, both
old' and new. It important te develop a real
pole around which these of a revoiuvtionary inc-
lination can group., Frowm many parts of the
world there has been a call for the unity of
Marxist-Leninists and the deévelopment of the
correct revolutionsry line on the internationzl
situation. This desire far unity is not a suhe-
jective desire, called in erder to prevent con-
tention, but is oljectively necessary if we are
to avail curselves of the great opportunities
that u111 present fhemselves in the coming dec-
ades, nity is a weapon that will enable us to
deal )c wsive blows to the cppnrtunx ts, as
well as to the imperialists and their running

s, curch ity ds not bwilt o up overnizhte,

nor

ng

Ly mmbde upedns the: proenss of one meetds

or eoven several, It i% only built in the

coursa of a long struggle Tor the correct revo=
lutionary line, Such a line is not a fixed and

£iy

ove

1ite thins, It ran however, give a general
zrview of the most impartant and significant

contradigtions in the world at:large, Deeper
and fuller analysis will comc when the specific
conditions in esach country are concretly anala-
yvsed,

ot

crrse, in orvder to unite, there huve to be

definite tihings to unite abouti there have to

e

linec= of demarcation sthat differentiacte Mar-

xist-leninists from revisionists, This is very
important ar the present time when there are

e

1.

frany organisa

ions calling rhemfelvnc ﬂ TXiIST=

Leninisi, when in fact these organisstions are
tharoushly reisionist, So at present, new lin-

oS

of demarcation must be drawn up that will

tane this factor into account., 1In general the-

=

the

1)

3)

new lines of demarcafan arﬂ apparent around
following crlter1a°

Marxist~Leninists are taos - who have %roken
with the Chinese revisionists, including
their international line of capltulatlon to
1mper1a115m, and who continue to oppose
Soviet-style modern .revisionism.
Marx¢stwLen1n;§tn,ar.;those who continue to
uphold the great contribution of Mao Tse-tu-
ng te Marxism-leninism; including his teach-
ings on continuing the revolution under the
dictatorship of the proletariat and the’ ‘ach=-
ievements of .the Cultural Revolution,
Marxist-Leninist parties and organisations
ave those who'wage an implacdable striggle:
for the overthrow of their own reactichary
ruling class.. This reguires, especially in
the imperialist countries, a rejection of
cvery form of soglal chauvinism and the uph-
oslding of Lenin's teachings that in the ove-
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cexist and maintain

» sutbdued.
ological and pelitical unity in a veryv idealis-

e eof aAn

inperialist war the hraelscariat cas
naet defond the imperialist "Uathierliand?,
hut must etrive for the defest of irs oW

bourgeoisie, g
Marxist~Ueninist parties

are those who in thecrsy an
the

L
e

and organisations
nd practise support
struggle of the preoletariat throughout
the warld; support the struggle of the OppY =
essed nations for genuine narional liberati-
oni and defend sodialism whevever it exists.
These lines of demarcation, which were drawn up
by the Revolutionary Party of the Lnited States
and the Revolutionary Party of Chile, are extr-
emely important for two main "ea=ona. The firu
st i3 that a number of Marxist-Leninist organi
sations have denied that lines of demarcation
that in the ‘interest of uni-
ty all differences of political line shouid be
Such organisations can only view ide=-

tic way, since unity cannot come about by aban-
doning struggle, but only through %truuble. It
is even said by some that the Counter Revoluti-
ori in China and the present attacks on the Gre-
at Proletarian Cultural Revolution and the
"Gang of Four" are unimportant and should be
put to one side. This is guite wrong: the def-
ense of Mao Tse-tung and the upholding of the
Chinese Revolution are both fundamental in the
defense of Marxism=-Leninism and in the fight
against revisionism,

The second reason for the need of lines of dem=
arcation is that it would be impossible to try
to organise a meeting of any kind at which the
participants had no basic agreement on the most
1mportant questions for discussion. No unity
could be built at such a meeting but rather
chaos would result, If the conference had to
be open to each and all calling themselves Mar-~
xist-Leninist, thid is exactly what would have

happened because there can be no unity between

Aiziorters

"T.T.L\':'ﬁ SR ERNC IR A
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sother
Fraad aZA @

anismst 1ons

“5“ in indepsn-
ot earh athor, whielt unity
B elopod, AT the Contor-

W0y hesin the mare ardunus
ot rdespening and 1z such agreom-—

as already exists,
REPARATLION FOR THE CONFLIRENCE
nt

Was
the aciual

b .
The urs

erenca

for it were 197311} Tl Sytltjilllf\ of thn
Revolutions ommunlst the United 5t-

muﬂufionﬁ
One of their
sé organisations

thhe criteria

apanil st Party of
tasks was To geeld ocut thoe
andt parties Tulfitled
laid down by the lines of

which

demaroa-—-

-
e

on and which could thus be clearly
part of the genuine Marxist-Lsa:
within the International Cummunlﬁz novement,
This was not an easy job, but with the cocpera-
tion and participation of many orsg anlaatjons,
those genuine Marxist-~Leninist elsments
to appear and the base. Tor the conference was
laid., Many of the organisations were not prev-
iously known to the RCP,US and the RCP,Chile,
s0, in order net to delay the conference unduly
last July there weére a whole series of hilateral
meetings held in order to clarify and discuss
the positions held by various organisations and
to prepare the actual content of the conference
in a meore detailed way. These ocrganisations

recognised
inist element

‘U’

began

who could not attend in person were inviied to
zubmit documents outlining their position and
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TEVOIutioomsy mo, cme ant,

rations {or the conference
Joint efffort and the role of the RCUP.US and RCP
Chile, although a leading role, was not that of
precluding or stiffling those important questi-
ons which needed discussion,.

As a result of these bilateral meetings it
ame apparent that there was & necessity for
sort of text for discussion at the

beo-

aome
Conference
in order to provide a clearer focus for debate,
The RCPUS and RCP Chile produced z draft docum~
ent entitled "Basic Principles for the Tnity of
Marxist-Leninists and for the Line of the Inte~
rnational Communist Movement". Ta this document
they addressed themselves to the questions which
they considered decisive at the rresent time in
order hoth to deepen and extend 1mity among the
genuine Marxist-Leninist forces and to combat
revisionism in all its many guises, This docu-
ment i35 a long one and has thtree main sections,
{1) The objective situation - Crises and the

Prospects for War and Revolution.
(2) The situation within the International Com-
munist Movement and the struggle against

_ revisionism and other forms of opportunism,

(3) The basic tasks of Marxist-Leninists,

The Nottingham Communist Group has a copy of
this document and is willing to make it availa-
ble to comrades whe may wish to see it., This
draft document was circulated to participating
organisations for study, comment and responses,
At the same time, other organisations attending
the conference were invited to submit brief do-
cuments f'or circulation and discussion. In this
way the preparations for the Conference ennabled
all those participants to make their views appa~
rent so that immediately prior to the conference
all views would be known and thus a basis for
development could be laid at the conference,
Once this stage was reached it was possible to

|
|
".

aooronfiorenne,

parTticipa
tance, C=yvlon,

3 Rame oig

nuable to attend wrnsiuading comrades Prom Afgihta-
nistan, New Zealand, Dominica, India and Iran,.
The cbhircrive of the Conference was toe reach
the highest Jevel of political and ideological
uniTy which would serve to deepen the debate
amongast Mavrxist-Leninis
broaden :
imperial: isionists of all types. 1In
order to ilitate the fullest possible debata
whilst providing an organisational framework
which would enable the conference to cover ail
the agreed agenda, a secrectariat of ITwo comrad-
es was elected, Their role was fo. encourage
the debates to develop in a censtructive way
and to sum up at the. end of each item on the
agenda the discussion that had taken place, the
degree of agreement that had been reached, and
te indicate areas where it was apparent that
fuller discussion was needed,

ts and consolidate and
international struggle against the

and s

The conference iasted five full davs and each
of these days was spent in concentrated politi-
cal discussion., The following were the main
items on the agendai:~

SAT R
2) The guestion of Mac Tse-~-tung and Maon's thou-

AT

1% The situation and the Revolutionmary Struggle

ht, .

%he battle against revisionism and all forms
of opportunism.

Revolutionary versus -Reformist strategy and
tactics,

Communist Unitv and Organisation.

Specific Proposals,

- N -
T o

(21

y

Each crganisation was able to submit a short
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Lresent o lian i enoh
presontations ihe
A psreat amount of rhe 5
and certain topics, for 9xampl%..
rnational, Up rtime and vime
this way the agenda provided a framework for
discussion but did not prevent the most imr
ant topics manifesting themselves and heing
cussed in a very detailed way.,

b

»odebnt e,
debate

Came

E A
ALz

For those of us vhose pelitical expericnce hasz
always been confined to organisations within

this country, the Conference was n fantastic

experience, not only ol the correct way to proe-
cead in political and ideclogical struggle, bur

also a stirring and vital practical experience
of what proletarian infternaticnalism really is,
Of course there was not complete aggreemen% 3
every aspect of each agenda item, but when there
was Yissension this was aired in thorough but
comradely way, and political principles were
never abarndoned but expressed conererely and
sfruggled for with the highesi degree of detar~
mination, Because of ithe conference was

a Truly exhilerating experience for all who
participated,

this

As the Conference proceeded it bLecame apparent
to all the delegates that it was necessary to
publish some =ort abourt whar“had
taken place. This would ghe information to
those organisations who could net attend zand A
l1so those who were in a wavering position,
would alsc, and perhaps this aspect is more im-
portant, proclaim to the whole world that the
red banner of Marxism~Leninism was still held
high as a rallyving point to all those oppressed
people and those of revolutionary incligation
throughout the world. intense discu-
gsion on the form of such a statement, whether
for example we should confine onrsslves

se topics where there was already
of unity and

of statement

T+

I

There was

tha-
a great deal
whether we should

to

agreesment, or

.

e — L |

|

= wheoere we
ans=ion and

vas aoreed thar

.
IR OY NS

18 wWias neces-

sary, LT woo = adopt the
larrer approach and in this way the statement

would be a true repreosentation of what had act-
ually taken pluece, This atatement was preparord
by comrades frem two participating parties and
was given to the Conference for discussion,
After a very long and detailed discussion a do-
cument was agreed on which is printed below in
full, The value of the Conference was appreci-
ated by all, but it was also realised thati this
Conference should mark only the bheginning of a
new stage in internationalism, It was obvious
that in the case of many crucial issueg we had
dorie little more than scratch the surface and
that much of our past experience, particularly
the case of the Third International, needed
detailed critical summation., For this importa-
nt reason, proposals for an.international jour-
nal were warmly welcomed, as were suggestions
for further joint activity.

,3
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TO THE

MARXIST-LENINISTS, '

THE WORKERS AND

THE OPPRESSED OF ALL COUNTRIES

Today the world is on the threshold of momentous
events. The cricis of the imperialist svstem is rapidiy bringing
about the danger of the outbreak of a new, third, world war as
well as the real perspective for revolution in countries through-
out the world. During the last few vears revolutionary strug-
gles have erupted, xrdudme in certain areas of strategic impor-
tance. Al the imperialist powers are preparing to lead the
workers and the oppressed people to an unprecedented mutual
slaughter 10 protect and expand their empires of profit and ex-
ploitation throughout the world. The imperiatist powers and
reactionary ruling classes are joined in o rival bands of cut-
throats and slavemasters, two blocs which are led one by the
U.S. imperialists, the other by the equally imperialist USSR.
This war is looming on the horizon and will break out unless
the revolutionary siruggle of the masses, the seizure of power
by the working class and oppressed people, is able to prevent
it. Still if this does break out, it will represent an extreme con-
centration of the crisis of the imperialist svstem and will
heighten the obiective basis for revolutionary struggle that
must be seized by the Marxist-Leninists.

Bur at the very time when such great dangers, challenges
and opportunities are placed before the workers and oppressed
of all countries, a great crisis exists within the ranks of the
Marxist-Leninists who have the responsibility of leading the
working class and peoples in making revolution. After revi-
sionism had clearly come 10 power in the USSR with
Khrushchev, the international proletariar suffered a further
grievous loss after the death of Comrade Mao Tsetung in 1976

with the seizure of power in socialist China by a new, counter-
revolutionary bourgeoisie dragging one fourth of humanity
back down the capitalist road. This great loss was further com:
pounded by the attacks on the great contributions Mao
Tsetung made to the revolutionary science of the working
class, Marxism-Leninism. These attacks were not only launch-
ed by the new reactionary rulers of China, but have been join-
ed by deseners from the revolutionary ranks, and clearly the
Soviet revisionists themselves are mixed up in these autacks.

In the face.of this sharpening situation, and recognizing
the critical need to rise to the great challenge that this situgtion
represents, delegates from a number of Marxist-Leninist Par-
ties and organizations have held a meeting 10 discuss how 1o
emerge and advance from this crisis on the basis of forging and
uniting around a correct ideological and political line for.the
international communist movement. Through the course of
the meeting unity was achieved on the following points, which
the undersigned Parties and organizations consider important
elements for the development of this line:

I. THE CURRENT SITUATION

—Imperialism means war. This basic truth analyzed by
Lenin holds particular meaning for today as another world war
shapes up on the horizon. This is not a result 'of the desire of
any particular bourgeois leader but stems from the very laws of
the imperialist system.

—In the current historical conjuncture it is only the'two
most powerful imperialist powers, the U.S. and the USSR,
who are capable of heading up imperialist blocs-to go to world

'war. These two xmpenahst powers are also the most powerful

bastions of reaction in the world: today. ,

—All the other imperialist powers are also driven by their
nature toward war—they are also big exploiters, thoroughly
reactionary, aggressive and enemies of the proletariat and the
peoples of the world.

-—In the face of the growing danger of world war the pro-
letariat and the oppressed people must develop their revolu-
tionary struggle against imperialism and all reaction. If such a

}o-d
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war breaks out they must strive {0 wurn in.ter‘imperialist war in-
19 a revolutionary war aimed at the overthrow of the reac-
tionary ruling classes. ‘

—In the last few years powerful revoluiionary movements
have developed in a number of countries, which have greatly
battered or even toppled the reactionary regimes and shaken
the imperialist svstem. While none of these revolutionary
movements has yet led to the dictatorship of the proletariaf,
they are another clear indication of the possibility of-doing so.
The objective conditions for revolution are ripening through-
out the world and in some countries these conditions are
already mature. But the subjective conditions, especially the
development of the Marxist-Leninist movement, are lagging
seriously behind the objective conditions.

Hl. TASKS OF MARXIST-LENINISTS

It is necessary 10 rescue and build upon basic principles of
Marxism-Leninism which revisionists and opportunists have
done their best to obscure and bury. -

—The dictatorship of the proletariat -has been and re-
mains a cardinal point of Marxism-Leninism. This principle
too has been trampled on by revisionism. From the time of
Karl Marx down 1o the present, fighting to establish the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and 10 defend and s'trengthen' it
where it is gstablished, have remained touchstone questions for
Marxist-Leninists. ' '

However, it is not correct and is especially harmful today,
to fail to take into account the important experience, positive
and negative, the proletariat has acquired in this respect since
the time of the October Revolution. In particular the great
teachings of Mao Tsejung on continuing the revolution under
the dictatorship. of the proletariat and the experience of the
Cultural Revolution he led are of vital importance. Comrade
Mao. Tsetung:correctly pointed out that during the entire
period of socialism, that is in the period of the transition to
communism, classes.and class struggle still exist. He pointed
out the continued existence and constant regeneration of the
bourgeoisie under socialism. its material and ideological base,

and the means for combatting it. Mao clearly indicated, for the
first time in the history of the science of Marxism-Leninism,
that the ringleaders and most important section of the bour-
geoisie during the socialist period (after the socialist transfor-
mation of ownership has in the main been completed) are
those leading people in the Party and the state apparatus tak-
ing the capitalist road. Mao made clear that it would be
necessary 1o wage repeated mass revolutionary siruggles, such
as the Cultural Revolution, against the new bourgeoisie during
the entire socialist transition.

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution was an unpre-
cedented mass revolutionary movement which succeeded for
ten years in blocking capitalist restoration, training revolu-
tionary successors who . are fighting today against the new
capitalist rulers in China, and helped to spread Marxism-
Leninism throughout 1the world. The fact that the Cultural
Revolution did not succeed in the final analysis in preventing
the overthrow of the dictatorship of the proletariat in no way
lessens its historic importance nor its important lessons for the
world proletariat.

—*‘The seizure of power by armed force, the sertlement
of the issue by war, is the central task and the highest form of
revolution.”” This. is universally true for all countries. The
*‘peaceful road 1o socialism'' is littered with the corpses of
countless masses who were pointed down this road by revi-
sionist betravers.

The principle of armed struggle of the masses has also
been abandoned by revisionists who replace it with putschist
theses and practices or empty phrases which renounce all types

. of political and organizational preparations. No matier what

stages the revolution may go through, the need to seize
political power by the force of arms must be propagated
broadly among the masses of people;- the Marxist-Leninists
must carry out the necessary ideological, political and
organizational preparations with this goal in mind and must
strive to launch the armed struggle for power as soon as the
conditions are ripe. In short, communists are advocates of
revolutionary warfare. _

The armed struggle must be carried out.as a war of the
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masses and through it the masses must be prepared ideological-
ly. potitically and organizationally to exercise political power.

Whatever the necessary forms and stages of the revolu-
tonary process the principal reliance musi be based on build-
ing up the armed forces of the masses led by the party, while i
is also necessary 1o carry out political work among the armed
forces of the enemy to help disintegrate these armed forces and
win over as many of their soldiers as possibie in the course of
the revolutionary struggle. .

—The existence and the leading role of the party of the
proleiariat is another cardinal principle. This is expressed in an
organization of the vanguard of the proletariat which must be
based on a Marxisi-Leninist ideological, political and
organizational line on the principal problems of the revolu-
tion, which at every moment, inside and outside its ranks,
combats all bourgeois and revisionist influences; which per-
manenily practises criticism and self-criticism and centralism
based on'democracy; which has a conscious iron discipline, all
in order to link closely with the masses, 1o raise, generalise and
coordinate their struggles, particularly political struggles,
leading them 10 seize power from the ruling classes. With this
aim, the party must attach great importance 1o formulating
and spreading, according 10 principles, a concrete strategy,
line and policy in accordance with the concrete conditions of
the country and the interests of the masses and their wish to
liberate themselves. The party must give great attention to the
illegal forms of struggle and organization, in order 10 preserve
its independence and 1o educate the masses in the -struggle
against their enemies. From a strategic point of view, illegal
forms of work are’fundamenial. At the same time the party
must make use of legal opportunities in order to broaden its in-
fluence without falling into or promoting bourgeois
democratic illusions and wWhile preparing for the inevitable
repression by the reactionariés.

The party must gain'the leadership of the struggle of the
masses and the revolution in practise, by correctly applying the
mass line. The. party- must continually strengthen its leading
role by ensuring that the masses and the working class con-
tinually raise their ideological, political and organizational

level and that they take over an increasingly important part of

the tasks of the revolution. n this'way, the party will create the
conditions for an authentic dictatorship of the proletariat and
likewise the final withering away of the party with the wither-
ing away of social classes, communism.

Capitalism has long ago reached its final stage of im-
penialism, one of the most important. features of which is the

_ pillaging-6f the dominated countries and the exploitation of

the oppressed peoples. In doing so, impeérialism also greatly ex-
pands and strengthens the gravediggers destined 10 overthrow
it. - _ _

As Lenin analysed, the world proletarian revolution, in
the era of imperialism, consists of two great currents allied

against the imperialist system—the proletarian socialist revolu-

tion in the capitalist countries and the new democratic revolu-

tion in the semi-feudal, colonial, semi-(or neo-) colonial coun-

tries subjected to imperialist enslavement. There are many
features in common between the revolution in these two types
of countries: above all that in both instances the revolution
rust be led by the working class and its Marxist-Leninist par-
ty, through whatever stages, and to the dictatorship of the pro-

-lerariat, socialism. But there are also some important distinc-

tions in the path of the revolution in the two types of coun-
tries. ’

COLONIAL AND DEPENDENT COUNTRIES

In the semi-feudal, colonial, semi-(or neo-) colonial coun-
tries the revolution must in general pass through iwo
stages—first that of the new democratic revolution led by the
proletariat which leads to the socialist stage, Those who insist
on making a principle. of skipping this stage or eclectically
combining the democratic arid the socialist revolution do great
harm 1o the revolution. _ T

While. the exact course of ‘the revolution in ‘any given
country is dependent on the concrete conditions found there,
the teachings of Mao Tsetung concerning protracted people’s
war are of great relevance in these types of countries. Those
revisionists who attack Mao’s theory of surrounding the city

ot
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by the countryside as having failed to insure the hegemony of

the proletariat or dogmatically insist that insurrection in the

city ‘is.t'he sole form of seizing power in these 1ypes of countries
are in fact .auack'in.g the revolutionary struggle there.
Experience has shown that without the leadership of the
‘proletariat and a genuine Marxist-Leninist line it is impossible
to free these types of coutitries from imperialist enslavement
still less 10 advance on the socialist road. While in general it is
possible and r_:ecessqry to build a very broad united front in
SUC!‘_ countries, even at times involving sections of the ex-
ploiting classes, experience has underscored the impbrtance of
the M?rxist-LeniniSIS mainiaining leadership and political and
orggn-xganonal -independence, of "conducting' widespread
“education on the need 10 advance to socialisim and ultimaiely
communism, to.combat narrow -nationalist tendencies even
while waging a struggle for natiopal liberatiori, and exposing
and combaﬂing in the appropriate ways the bourgeoisie, even
the sections with which it- may be allied in this struggle against
foreign imperialism and' the reactionary ruling classes in
power. . . .

T.ixcx':e_iS; an undeniable tendency for imperialism to intro-
'Quce sa.gmﬁcan; elements of capitalist relations in the countries
it dominates. In certain dependent countries capitalist develop-
ment has gone so far that it is not correct to characterize them
as semi-feudal, it is better 1o call them predominantly capitahst
~even while important.elements or remnanis.of feudal or semi-
-feudal preduction relatioris and théir reflection in the super-
structure may still exist, N L
In. such countries'a concrete analysis must be made of
these conditions and appropriate conclusions concerning the
path, tasks; character and alignment of class forces must be
drawn. In all events, foreign imperialism remains a target of
.the revolution. ' : g o

IMPERIALIST COUNTRIES
in the Communist Manifesio, Marx and Engels pointed

out t_bai t'hg“workers have no fatherland®’. Lenin stressed that
this is particularly applicable in the imperialist countries. This,

N

toc, is not only a cardinal principle of Marxism-Leninism ithat
must be rescued from decades of revisionist distortion but
1akes on special importance in the current conjuncture with the,
approach of a third world war. Communists combat every
form of national chauvinism within the working class and
other sections of the oppressed people. This means fighting
againsi every tendency which identifies the interests of the pro-
letarial with the interests of its “‘own’" imperialist ruling class
either in plundering people of the. colonial and dependent
countries or. especially in today’s situation, in going to war o
protect the interests of the bourgeoisie. 1f a third world war
breaks out the proletariat must work actively for the defeat of
its own bourgeoisie in the war, atempting to transform the
war into revolutionary civil war and to establish the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. . _ -
While the road of the October Revolution is universally
applicable in the sense of the need for the armed revolution,
the_leadership of a proletarian vanguard party, the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, the establishment of socialism; etc., in
all countries; in addition in the capitalist and impenalist coun-
tries the October Revolution remains the basic point of
reference for ~Marxist-Leninist strategy and tactics. The
Marxist-Leninists recognize that in each country the revolution
will 1ake specific forms and must analyse the concrete condi-
tions and sum up the experience of the masses in struggle while
upholding the basic Leninist line concerning the polirical and
organizational measures necessary for the preparation.for and
the seizure of power by the proletariat. Again, the.distortion
and negation by the revisionists of basic Leninist-principles in
this regard is -not only an historical fact but continues 1o be a
current problem. While paying attention to concrete -analysis
of concrete conditions in each: country, it is necessary 10 study
‘and apply correctly Lenin’s theses on the importance of raising
the political consciousness of the working class to its historic
mission and devéloping its political and revolutionary struggle,
on the importance of the communist press, and of combatting

- the influence of economism while paying attention to the needs

and conditions of the life of the masses. It’s also necessary 10
" study and apply Mao’s teachings of the need to base oneself on
the profound sentiments of the masses to liberate themselves.

-
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1. ON THE UNITY OF THE MARXIST-LENINISTS

The proletariat is a single class worldwide with a single
historic class interest in liberating humanity from all exploita-
tion and oppru\\on and in ushering in the era of communism

throughout the globe. For this reason ‘proletarian irterna-

tionalism is aomuhmb inscparable from Marxism-Leninism
and a constant need of the working class and its Marxisi-
Leninist vanguard in all countries. In addjtion o this obvious,
but often forgotten, iruth, thé current conjunciure also
demands vigorous efforts to esiablish the unity of Marusi-
Leninists and the revolutionaries in all couniries if we are 1o
meet the tests and opportunities facing us. In tact, the need for
the unity. of the Marxist-Leninists is not only objectively
necessary but iy increasingly demanded by revolutionaries and
the masses throughout the world. In this’ process, as in all
things, ideplogical and political line is decisive.

- As Lenin emphasized, ““Unity is & greai thing and 'a great

slogan. But what the warkers' cause needs is the wainy of
Marxists, not unity bumcn \lar\mx and apponents and.

distorters of Marxism™
~In our view unity can only be achieved on the -basis of
drawing firm and Clear lines of demarcation with' revisionism
and opportunism of all forms. These lines of demarcation are
not something which ha\g dmppc.d from the skv or been con-
cocted by sectarians nor can they be treated as mere topics for
sterile, au.ademu dc*‘aleﬁ—the\ reflect the main and decisive
forms in which revisionism confronts 1he revolutionary pro-
letariat and xhe ’\1ar\m Lenmm movement -in the world- {o-
day.
bpholdmg the contribution of Mao: Tsetung 1o the
science of '\1ar\15m Lemmsm represents a parmuiarh impor-
tant .and pressmg ‘question in the international communist
movement and among the class gonsuoua workers today. The
prmmple ‘involved is ‘nothing féss- than whether or not 10
uphold and build on detisive ¢ontributions te the proletarian
revolution and the science of Marxism-Leninism - made by
Mao. Mao Tsetung made important developments of
Marxism-Leninism in the arca of the anti-imperialist

C
democratic revolution leading 1o socialism, peonle’s war and
military strategy generally, philosophy (where he made mpur-

tant »omnhutmm on the a.mlms of ‘.Ur‘{TddlC ions. which iss

the essence of dialectics, and on the theory of know {ede and
1S !mks with practise and the imass line), rexo!unonmnc the
superstructure and ‘ommumr_ the revoluiion under the dic-
1atorship af the proletarial, as well as in the struggle againyt
revisionism on the practical and theoretical froms., It is
Iher:fmc nmhma less than the question of whether 10 ‘uphold
Marxism-Leninism  itself. Mao’s zhememal and practical
leadership represent a quantitative and qualitative develop-
ment of Marxism-Leninism on many fronis and the thearetical
concentration of the historical experience of the proletarian
revolution over the last several decades.

We are still living in the era of Leninism, of imperialism
and the proletarian revolution; at the same time we affirm thai
Mao Tsetung Thought is a new stage in. the development of

“Marxism-Leninism. Without upholding and building . on.
Mao’s contributions it is not possible to defeat -revisionism.
imperialism and reaction in general.

Closely linked. to the aboxe is the need to vigorously.op-
pose the new revisionist rulers in China who. have overthrown
the dactamrshxp of the proletariat and are restoring capitalism.
They have utterly capitulated fo 1mpenahsm -and have
demanded that others follow suit, at the present time under the
signboard of their reactionary “‘strategic theory of the three
worlds'' which they have fraudulently tried 10 pass off to the
ignorant as the work of Mao himself. -

The Soviet revisionists and those revisionisi. parties
historically linked to them remain bitter enemies of the inter-
national proletariat. In receni years the Sovnet revisionists have
adopted a more m:htam posmre vis & vis the Western im-
perialist powers. This is consistent with their own requirements

_as a great imperialist power heading up a rival imperialist bloc.
They. have on several occasions intervened directly by military
means-or made use of the Vietnamese and Cuban revisionists
who aré pan of their blog, to seek to expand their imperialist
-dommatmn This is often masked as “‘internationalism’’. In
some cases revisionist parties historically tied to the USSR have

Ny
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promoted such counterrevolutionary lines as *peaceful roads’™
and *“‘historic compromise’’ with the bourgeoisie; in other
cases these revisionist parties prepare military coups and armed
actions divorced from the masses. The role and nature of the
revisionist parties today must be further analvzed and studied,

‘both in particular cases and in general, but in any event it is

completely clear. that they stand as bitter enemies of the pro-
letarian revolution and must be unmasked and defeated as a
crueial part of developing the revolutionary movement of the
proletariat and mobijlizing the masses in revolutionary strug-
gle. . . .

The Albanian Party. of Labor and its leadership have

fallen completely into the revisionist swamp. Shortly after the

couriter-revolutionary coup in China the PLA. attracted a
number of genuine revolutionaries because they apposed some
of the more hideous features of the Hua-Teng clique in China,
especially regarding international line. Very quickly, however,

they outdid even Hua and Teng in the virulence of their attack:

on Mao and Mao Tsetung Thought. The PLA leaders have
adopted classic Trotskvite positions on a number of questions,
including the nature of the revolution in semi-feudal, semi-
colonial countries, e.g. excluding people’s war as a form of
revolutionary struggle. More significantly their position grows
daily closer to the made-in-Moscow revisionist line on a
number of cardinal questions and world gvents, as already
shown by their stand on Vietnam’s invasion of Cambodia, the
workers’ upheavai in Poland, and their attacks on Mao, which
are similar 10 the Soviets’ attacks:

The influence of Troiskyism has been strengthened by
revisionism. in general and .has been especially strengthened
recently-by the coming to power of the revisionists in China

_and’ by the revisionist stands of the-PLA. The organizations

and Parties which endorse 1his communique are calling for the
struggle agamst revisionism £0.be linked to the struggle against
the positions of the Troxskynes which- are left-in form but
deepiy rightist ifi essence, and are especially calling for opposi-

tion to the followmg pomts their ““purist’’, “workerist’’ line

of negating the alhance with the- peasaniry or ‘other non-
proletarian forces, negating in particuiar the pohcy ofa unned

front againsi the reactionary classes in power; the negation of’
the puw“nhn of seizing power and embarking on the socialist
transivon period in a single country: and their economist LO“‘
ception of the mass struggles and with regard 10 the way in
which they sec the transition to communism as consisting
basicallv of a development of the productive forees.

The signatory organizations and Parties underline the in-
creased danger posed by social democracy which holds power
in a number of countries and which continues to serve as a
Trojan horse for the interests of the Western imperialisis. In
addition to its usual congiliatory tactics, in some countries
social democracy is attempting 1o form or influence armed
groups in order (o play a role in a situation of changing condi-
vions. Marxist-Leninists must steadfastly combat their in-
fluence among the masses and must denounce all their 1aciics.

While it is not only possible but vitally necessary to take.
important steps now to unify genuine Marxist-Leninists on the
basis of clear lines of demarcation that have emerged and in
the face of the urgent tasks of the international movement, i is
also necessary 1o carry out collective study, “discussion and
struggle over many important questions. This is particularly
evident in relation to the necessity of developing a much fuller
and deeper understanding of the history of the international
communist movement. As the Chinese Communist Party
pointed out in 1963 when it was a genuine communist pariy, in
its polemics with the Soviet’ revisionists, with regard to the
history of ‘ihe international communist (and national libera-
tion) movement there are ‘‘many experiences and many
“Jessons. There are experiences which people should praise and
there are expenences which make people grieve. Communists
and revolutionaries in all countries should ponder and serious-
ly study these experiences of success and failure, so as to drav~
correci conclusions and useful‘lessons from them’’. Today,
light of further momentous experiences, positive and negame
since that umu, and-with the present situation and the looming
possibilities in mind, this orientation assumes all the more pro-
‘found significance. The need to dare to ponder and analyze
more deeply and penetratingly in order to act more boldiy is all
the more decisive.
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Before modersn revisionism revealed iiself openly in the
USSR and various other countries, there already existed within
the international communist movement different erroneous
coneeptions which iacilitaied its development.

While recognizing the undeniable contributions made by
the Third International to the unity of the international pro-
letariat, to the founding of communist pariies and to their
strugities: and while recognizing the tremendous role plaved by
the October Revolution, which initiated the epoch of pro-
letarian revolutions and opened the way for the construciion
of socialism in the USSR, communists must endeavor io
cratically sum up these experiences, making it possibie (o ex-
plain in the hight of Marvism-Leninism the seizure of power by
the bourgeoisie. in thai country and in other socialist nations,
and also mal\mL i pmxxblc o learn from the errors and devia-
tions which were committed and 1o evaluate 10 what exient
they had bearing on the degeneraiion imo opporiunism of the
majority of the international communist movement.. In the
face of the demoralization caused by these facts among broad
sectors of the masses, and given that the bourgeois sectors are
1aking ad\amdae of these facts, claiming ‘that they prove the
“*failure’” of Marxism, it falls on us communists to show that it
is not sciemific socialism which has failed, and that, on the
contrary, scientific socialism makes it possible for us 10 grasp
what objective and \ubjf.u ive Tactors gave rise 10 these events,
Among other things, we.mus! investigate and struggle over the
experiences of the Third International and the reasons which
led to its self dissolunon the way in which the relanonshm be-
tween the revolutionary struggle against the bourgeoisie and
imperialism and the policy of formmg an anti-fascist united
front was handled-during the last world war, and also the very
reasoning behind this policy; the origin of the revisionist
tendencies, such-as Browderism, which- spread faith in the idea
that it would be possible to establish a lasung péace and im-
prove the living conditions of the masses on the basis of agree-

ments between the USSR and the imperialist powers who were
fighting againsi the fascist siates, and of the tendencies 1o con-
ciliation which these gave rise 10; the deep roots that led 10 the
restoration of capitalism in the USSR and other socialist coun-

iries, paving particular attention 1o the way in which the
development of the class struggle was handled and the ques-
tion of how thé need to consisiently apply the diciatorship of”
the prolertariat was ireated in those countries, 1o the handlmg
of the relationship between politics and ideoloty, between
politics and economit and technicat guestions, the question of
the mase line, the question of the correct handling of-contra-
dictions. among the people’ and with the enemy on the basis of
mobahzmg the masses, the. rélationship of” centralism .and
democracy withis the party and’ {he relationship of the party. 10
the masses: By 1hromng,heht on these questions, while staying
clear of the slander of the Trotskyites and other enemies of the
revolution. we will be able to draw’ ;mporfam lesson\ for the
de\elopmem of the revolution.

{n sum, in order 10 ac.hle\e !he unity of !hL \1arx19t-
Leninists, it is cﬁsennal o deepen the study: S0 as 1o make an

. E\‘a!uauon of .the theoretical and practical acmnv of the com-

munists during the period of the Third: lmernauonal the Sec-
ond World ‘War and especially the éauees of the coming-to-
power of the revisionists.in the countries in which the profeta-
riat h!‘.’ld power, paritcularly in the' USSR and in-China.

The undersigned Parties and. organizations. rece:\ ed and
discussed a major draft 1exi prepared jeintly, by. 1he Révolu-
iionary. Communist Party: of Chile apd the Rcvolu ﬂ!‘»ar‘
Communist 'Party, USA. They h@idihat,) on the Whole, . the
textisa posmve contgibution toward the elaboral £
rect general line for the mtemanona! commums{ 1 OVED)
With this perspecmq the text. 5~.hould be curcu!aggd andidm-

N, custed riot ondy.int :he ranks of: those orgamzanons o have
s:gned this commumque, bt ihroughout the ranks o}}the in-
ternational communist. movement.. i

To carry out. the siruggle agamS( rev:s:omsm ané to "aid

1he ”p‘rocess oﬁdevelo;)mg and strugglmg for.a correct general

line in ‘the international’ communist . movemem,‘the urider-

. 51gncd Parties and Orgamzauons gré iaunchmg an mternauonal

joutnal, This.journal can and. will’ be a ‘crucial weappn which

- ¢can help unite, ideologically, polmcaﬂy and: organ| zauonally,
the geriuine - Marxist-Leninists throughout the. world

These Parties and’ orgamzanons sngnmg thIS commumque

R}
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stress. the need not only 1o mam(am contact and carry. out
discussion and struggle with each other but actively 10 seek out
and de\elop relations with other genuiné Marxist-Leninists
around the globe and carry owt an- ideological struggle. and
political work 10 win still broader fmues of the mternauonai
movement and {hé masses 10 ;onsohdate the re\oluuonar\
position and reinforce the re»olunonar\ struggles ’

The current conjuncture in the vsorld and.in the interna-
tional movement. présents the’ ruoluuonary prole:anat. the
oppressed peopiles and the Marxm Leninists with great tasks,
1rials and, above-all; great opportunities. ‘vlarx:sm-l_emmsm

‘the science of the. revolutionary proletanat has always been
“forged and tempered in the furnace of class struggle: Today we

must rise to meel the challenges before us, race 1o, caich up

with “the. rapid de»clopmems of ‘the ob_;eum “conditions,
reconstruct:the unny of. Marxist-Leninists onthe basis of a cor-

rect line-and summing up the cxpcncnn of the past, fight for
proletarian mternanonahsmednd in so:doing-push’ ahead the
-advance toward communism-throyghoui the world.

Autumn 1980 -
.. Ceglon Communist Party -

- ‘Groupe Marxiste-Léniniste du:Sénégal -

_Grupo. para la Defensa-del Mamsmo-Lenmtsmo (Spam)
“Mae Tseumg-Kredsen (Denmark)

. Marxist-Léninist Collective (Britain)

. New Zealand Reéd Flag Group

Noltmgham Communist: Group: (Bntam)
Organmunone Comunista Protetana Marx&sta-Leugmsta
Altaly) -~ -

. Partzdo Comunista Revolttcwnarw de Clule
. Pour llntérnationalé Prole(anenne«{l“rance)
' 'Reorgamzat:on Commrtlee, Communist Party of India

‘Marxist-Leninist) .

":Revohxtzonary Commumsl Party, USA :
Umén Cominista Revolucwnana {Dominican Repubhc)

THE INTERNATIONAL
SITUATION AND THE TASKS

OF THE MARXIST-LENINISTS

Capitalism has reached its highest stage of de-
velopment; monopolv capitalism which is the era
of imperialism. More than ever before the str-
uggle to bring about proletarian revolution wi-
11 only meet with success if the strategv and
tactics of the revolutionary forces in different
countries are developed by fully taking into-a~
ccount conditions in the world as a whole., If-
this is not done, ‘if the revolutionaries aband-
on the great tradition of proletarian internat-
1ona11sm, then the battle against reaction is
lost before it has even really begun. The buil

ding of a revolutionary movement firmly based-

on the proletariat and its allies in Brltaln,
and indeed in any other coumntry, can only be
acgompllqhed in intimate relationship to thei
course’ of development of the struggle betweﬂn
revolution and reaction in the world as a whole.
Thus there is a pressing nee! to achieve precise
scientific analysis of changing material condi-
tions in the contemporary world arena,

THE DIALECTICAL MATERIALIST METHOD

Marxist-Leninists are dialectical materialists
and our method of analysing any phenomenon is
to specify, on the basis of concrete evidence,
what dialectical contradictions constitute the
essence of that phenomenon, We mean by this
that the fundamental unitie s of opposeéd forces
determining the nature of a phenomenon must be
isolated and analysed. Part of such analysis
is to determine which is the principal contrad-

-~
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iction that is having a decisive inflience on
the course of development of a phenomenon and
which are the secondary contradictions whose

chardacter -is being influenced by ‘the principal
contradiction.. Furthermore, for both principal
and secondary: contradictions it is necesary to-

specify theéir principal and secondary aspects -

that is which aspect of a contradiction is det- .

ermining its character at a particular time.
This is the method of materialist.dialectics
evolved by Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao,
and only its rigorous application to the concre
ete analysis of concrete conditions can provide
a sure guide to revolutionary action,

FUNDAMENTAL CONTRADICTIONS IN THE WORLD TODAY

Shortly after the October revolution of 1917
Lenin and Stalin claimed that there were four
fundamental contradictions in. the world as . a
whole; between the -socialist camp and the imps-
ialist camp, between the proletariat and the. b-
curgeoisie in the capitalist countries, between
the oppressed nations . and imperialism and- among
the imperialist cruntries and monopoly capital-
ist groups, In 1963,the Communist Party of Ch-
ina reasserted; in the course of  their polemic
with the Soviet revisionists, that these were

still the fundamental contradictions. However, '

since that time there has occurred a resurgence
of revisionism in China, Vietnam, Albania and
North Korea and now there is no country left in
the whole world where it is clear that the dict-
atorship-of the proletariat is still in:force.
Coﬂsequently‘the‘analysis,put forward by the.
CPC in 1963 no longer applies and it is necess=—
ary to specify the fundamental contradictions .
again in the light of actual developments over .

the last two decades.

During the present period there are three fund-
amental contradictions in the world:

1. Ihe_.contradiction. hefween the hourgegisie
and the proletariat. This contradiction is not
Just fundamental to the advanced capitalist
countries But is of central importance in China,
Albania, -N., Korea and the oppressed nations as
well., It was Comrade Mao Tse-tung who pointed
out that the principal contradiction in a
country undergoing socialist transformation is
between the proletariat. and the bourgedisie and
the subsequent revisionist counter-revolution
in China and the disturbing developments in Al-
bania and N. Korea have dramatically demonstrat-
ed that this is so, Most of the oppressed nat-
ions under imperialist domination have, during

tite period since World War II, conducted vigor-

ous national liberation strugzgles against im-
perialist domination and exploitation. .Even
so, most of the national liberation movements -
were not under proletarian leadership with the
consequence that imperialism is far from being
defeated in these countries, Various comprad-

" or, ‘hational bourgeois and state bourgeois ele~

ments in.the oppressed nations have, as a res-
ult of the national liberation struggles, Ob~"
tained certain concessions and privileges from
the imperialist. powers and coasequently have no
wish to carry the anti-imperialist struggle any
further., Thus in the oppressed nations the con-
tradiction between the bourgeoisie and the prol-
etariat is. of crucial significance because it:
is only if the proletariat and its allies, (e.Z.

apoqpvpeasants), can win leadership of the mat-

ional liberation movements that the hegemony -of
neo-colonialism can be completely destroyed.
For these reasons it is correct to assert that
the contradiction between the bourgeoisie and '
the proletariat is now fundamental to the dev-
elopment of the revolutionary struggle, not
just in the advanced :capitalist countries, but
throughout the whole world,

2. The contradiction between the oppressed nat-
ions and imperialism, In many respects this
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contradiction has become more intonse since
1963 as a result of the expansive_advanéé of
Soviet social imperialism inte many oppresser
nations, The anti-imperialist struggle now has
to be dl.rected against not just one but two
major imperialist blocs, Furthermore, thé rev-
isionist counter-revolution in China means that
it is only a matier of time before Chinese soc-
ial imperialism amerges as. a concrete reality,
Already the state bourgeoisie inm . China is sesk—
ing to ‘exercise. a hegemonic influence over the
countries of South East Asia.

3+ The contradictions among the imperialist
states, With the great advance of Soviet soc-
ial imperialism during the 1970's the contrad-
iction between it and U,S, imperialism has be-
come much more antagonistic. Also the onset of
a major world depression has intensified the
contradictions between the greater and lesser
imperialist bourgeoisies within each blac, The
situation is becoming further complicated and
much more unstable as a result of the Chinese
state bourgeoisie engaging in big power hege-
monic'politics. ‘

These, briefly stated, are the fundamental con-
tradictions in. the world today in the sense .
that the working out of these contradictions
will determine the objective material condit-
ions within which the revolutionary struggle
has to be conducted during the present period.,
These fundamental contradictions are the ones
that Marxist-Leninists throughout the world
must take into accoint in developing revolut-
ionary strategy and tactics-in each particular.
country, .

The three fundamental,contradiptions specified
here imply that in the world today there exist
two qualitatively different types of countries:

1-
non

The imnperialist countr
onoly capitalist class

ies under the rule of
es, There are three

groupings:

(a)

()

(c)

Ihe L.8. imperialist_bloz. This consists
of the U.5.A. and the other lesser imper-
ialist coantries undeir its acciiomic, polit—
diecal and military hegemony, i.e, Westera
Europe, Japan, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand. It is undoubtedly the most powe
ful imperialist grouping in every seunse a
despite interaal contradictions anong ity
various hourgerisies it nonetheless has cone-
siderable cohesion., The prospects in the
present pevriod of any of the lesser imperial-
ist bourgeoisies in this bloc making a dec-
isive breaX with U.S., imperialism are remote,

ad

>
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Ihe Soviet_social imperialist blgc. This
sts of the U.5.5.R., its Eastern Eure
5pean satellites, Cuba and Vietnam,. Again,
whiile there are internal contradistions bew
tweea the Russian state bourgeoisie and the
state bourgeoisies of theée other countries
in this blogc, e,g. Rumania, these should
not be exaggerated., Events in Czechoslov-
akxia and Poland demoustrate that these ele~
ments stand together united when facad with
any challenge to theivr power by the workers
and peasants in these countries. However,
the degree of internal stability in this:
bloc is far less than in the case of the
U.S. bloc. One major factor promoting in-
stability is the contradiction betweea the
official "proletarian" ideology and the
bourgeois reality in these societies,

Ing emerging Chinese social imperialism.

The possibility of the overthrow of the new
state capitalist regime in China is still
open. An important task for revolutionar-
ies throughout the world is to aid the Chin-
ese workers and peasants in their struggle
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Aagzainst the cowilererevolution,
less, the possibility that the Chinese state
bourgeoisis nay become entrenched for an in-
definite period must be taken into count,
Already the new Chinese leadership is behav-
ing in a thoroughly hegemi»aist way in their
relations with othpr countries. They have
not yet .:developel ©> the puint where, as in
‘the case of the Sov1gt bloc, they are en-
gagzeld in.dire t political, military and ec-~
onomic exploitation and domination of oth-
gr countries, However, given the rapii deve
.elopnment of monopoly Lapltallﬁt relations of
produsticn within China's coasiderable in-
dustrial sector it is only a matter of time
before full-blooded imperialism becomes nec-
essary to 2usuré internal stability,

Nonethe-

2. The ownpressel aations JLnder the domination of
imperiatism, Thness are tne p2oples of The forme
er colonial tn““Lto ies of Asia
in America., Despite the fact that mast of these
countries have gained neminal political inde- '
psndence since World War IT they are as much un-
der the domination of the imperiflist bourgecis-
ies a3 they ever were, In sdme of these Sount-
ries, e.g. Latin Anerica and India, local com-~
prador’bourgeoisies'éxe?*ise s5Tate power while
in other%, especially in Africa, new state bor-rP
gevisies are smerging . These tend to arise in
countries where no substaatial local bourgeoisie
managed to develop, Instead native manageriats
were created by the workings of the colonial ad-

ministration and the operatioas of foreign
anies,

Africa and Lat-

Zomp-
Such persons have ad opted an’ ﬂsbentlally
bourgeois outloosk but lack any substantial capit-
al basis of their own. Coasequeihtly their path to
to wealth and power is by meads of leading popul- -
ar national liberation movements which results in
their achieving state power and thls enables them
to function as a state bourgeoisie, Typically
these elements espouse some s30rt of "socialism®
and "marxizm” and thus naturallv gravitate towar=
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vt
%3}

3

35 relavions with the new 3oviet social imperia-
iism rather than with the o1d Western imperialism,
Even so, thess new state bourgeoisies are quite

willing to try to playv off one imperialist bloc

against another so as to get the best deal for
themselves, e.g. Egyvpt, Somalia,

At present the internal disposition of class for-

ces in Albania and North Korea appears to be in
a state of flux. In international affairs both
countries have taXken up highly eclectic positio-
ns and one suspects that with the death of Enver
Hoxha and Kim Il Sung there could well be a ‘rev-
isionist coansolidation in both countries result-
ing in their absorption into the Soviet bloz,
The thoroughly revisionist character of the for-
eign relations of hoth countries over the years
casts doubt as to whether the dictatorship of the
p*olntarlat really exists in either of them,

THE CONTRADICTION BEIWEEN THE OPPRESSED NATIONS
AND IMPERTIALISM

This has been the principal contrad1culoq in the
world since the Second World War, Furthermore,

Thiis cﬂntradlctlon is 1nten51fy1ng and- 1ts prlnn~
ipal aspect is the oppressed nations. It is this
contradiction which is having a decisive’ influen-

ce on the developmeat of the other two fundament-
al - coutradlct1ons.

There are no reasons whatsocever for believing
that the struggles of workers and peasants in As-
ia, Africa and Latin America agaiunst oppression
and exp101tat10n are slackening, Oan the contrary
a glaace around the world today 'is enough to pro-
vide’ ample ev1de1ce of a continuing upsurge among
the t0111nv masses of the oppressed nations, Th-
roughout almost the wﬁole of Latin America the
comprador bourgeoisie have had to resort to the
most crude military dictatorships in order to try
to hold down the workers and peasants, Far from
being a sign of the streangth of the hegemony of



capron strings of imperiatism.

Lrs tooal ﬁiﬁlfs, this is an ind-
ication of theiv weakuess,  In Africa the. post-
colonial regimes have proved o be utrerly incap-
able of promoting internal development .and stabi--
ity in thplt countries and vemain tied to the

In Azania it can

it can only be a matter of time before the mass-~

28 overthrow the.“olunidl settler regime and thus ;
deal a massive blow to the UsS. dimperialist bloc,

Elsewhere in Africa the attempts of Soviet social 1
o1

imperialism to consolidate its tegemony are fier
cely disputed,,e.g.Exitrea..'1n Iran the overthr-
ow of the Shah was a great anti- -imperialist vie~
tory and in India there is a fresh upsurge of’
rural 1nsurre >tion, In Indo—uq1na it is true
that the Soviet Tnion has stepped 1nto the form~
et place of the VanUlqh d U.S, dimperialism but
1t; rule is hotly dlspated as is also the rase
in Afghanistan, :

We have not got sufficient space here to detail
the Tlsln” tide of mass. struggle throughout the
oppr éssed.narlons.‘ What we can briefly 1ndlca—
is the véry real material basis for this growin-
g resistance. Durlng ‘the period 1065-,5 ‘induas-
trial production in the so0=-cC alled "developing"
mariet economies rose by 48 por capita while
agricultural production rose by only i%per cap-
ita and food production actually fell by 20%
per capita, Fairly rapld 1nduatr1a11satlon is
occuring 1n'manv of the -countries of Latin Ame-~
rica, Afrlca and Asia but far from br1ng1n ‘ab-
out a rise in living standards for the. great =
ass of the people it B 'actually resulting in. a
growing proportion of them being. reduced to st-
arvatloq level aa'.ubSlstence peasant agrlcult- b
ure is destr0ved to make way fort the capitadist
farming of industrial cash crops, ~ Obviously,
conditions vary considerably from country to
country but the overall picture conveyed by the
above figures is one of mass immiserisation

being the basis for 1nten31fv1ng atruggle agai-

.bxfeos)

.essed nations. .

net dmporiaiism oand wfs local smoe

As is so offten the case throughsuat the
is not the masses who are

world it
-bﬁﬂksérd in resisting
oppresion but the rpvoigtjuqarles wiro are pack-
ward in prowviding the sert of leade ~ship that
will resulr in thesée popalar upsunges thcroughw
ly defeating impzrialism in their various diff
ent counties, The theoryv of uninterrupted. rev-
oiution by stages, as most notably developed My
Comrade Mao Tse-tung, holds that national liber-
ation movements can only bring about the total
defeat of imperialism in theiv countries if the-
v are under the hiegemony of the proletariat a-d
its party, Throughout most of-tae oppressed ige
tions this has not the case with the. conseguens—
e. that many bravely and hard fought struggles
have not resulted in the end of imperialist do~
mination and exploitation, e.g. Algeria, Zimpba~
The strategic task of the Marxist~Leninis-~
ts in the oppressed nations is to build genuine
proletarian parties and win the leadership of
the popular movemeunts, The prcisse manner in.
which this is to be done can only be deter mlned
by the comrades in each country but what is ani-
versally valid is the nece551tv for there .to he
a distinct revolutionary party which is not Su~

bmerged :in the wider natlonal liberation movem-
ent,

Bustained mass resistance in the' oppressed nati-
ons is the external condition serving to exace-
rbate the growing crisis within the imperialist
countries brought about by their own internal
contradictions., Thé imperialist countries of
beth blocs are becoming more, ‘not less, depend-
ent on- supplies of raw materials from the oppr-
It is thus becoming more wvital
than ever for the 1mper1allsts to maintain the-
ir foreign domains, As the world depression
deegens the struggle over foreign markets inte-
nsifies rather than diminishes, Also, the eco=-

nomic crisis in the imperialist countries makes
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it even more imperative to 2Xport capital so as
to try to maintain the rate o

: 1t profit, However,
the unstable conditions in the oppressed nations
make it difficult for the imperialist Povwers to

secure their interessts, Furthermor., theyv are
politically weakened at home by ‘their failure
to establish a firwm hold over their foreign
sSpheres of influence, e.g, the U,S,A. in Tran
anl the U,8,5.R, in Afghanistan. The emevrgence
of two major imperialist blocs has allowed even
comprador and state bourgeois elemsnts in the
oppressed nations to play one bloec off against
the other and thus securs a greater share of
the loot extorted from the toiling masses,

The‘oppressei nations are seathing with discon=-
tent'gndzrevolt.‘ They are no loﬁger passive
pawns in the imperialists struszegle for world
domination. The century of modern imperialism
1s drawing to a close and the upsurge among the
oppressed nations is thréateﬂing the stability’
gf the advanced ‘capitalist countries of both .
OCS, . e

THE CONTRADICTION BETWEEN THE BOURGEOLSTE AND
THE PROLETARTAT

The post-war boom in the'U;S;fimperialist blac
had petered out by the.carly 1970's and now
these countries are in the midst of. a major
economic depression. This has brought about .
an intensification of conflict in the economic
sphere and growing working class disillusionmes

-nt with bourgeois reformist politics i,e, 1ibe-

ralism,,social dechrqcy,hrevisionism. Unlike
conditions during the.1930's depréssion, the -
orking class has‘not_yet;sufferéd‘major defeats
in any of the countries of . the U,S, bloc. Tt
remains to be seeén whether or no6t the bourgéoipu
Sies in these countries can break wo i '
resistance to attacks. on their living standards
and ¢ivil rights. However, the bourgeoisie

remain the principal aspect of this contradicts

ﬁ‘_

ion in thase countries sinece they are not faced
with aay serious proletarian threat to their
positions of power, An ideological vasuum 1is
arising within the working class as reformist
illusions collapse, but their are a:z yet no
signs of the rise of a mass revolutionary cons-
ciousness. - This state of affairs presents both
great opportunities and great dangers, Unlews
viable growing revolutiocnary movements are cre-
ated gquickly, the emergence of fascist movement
% with mass support is guite possible and more
than likely., For some time, the bourgeoisies
in these countries have been vwhipping up chauv-
inism and racism .to try to prvent the working
class identifying with their fellow toilers of
the oppressed nations who are causing such gre-
at difficulties for the imperialists,

If anything the contradiction betwsen the bourg-
eoisie and the proletaridt is intenifying rathe-
r more rapidly in the Soviet bloc than in the
U,S. bloc. This is because the tvpe of state
monopoly capitalism which has been developed in
the soviet Union and its satellites during the
last twenty five years is even more prane to
crisis than is Western monopoly capitalism.

This is partly because its monopoly characzter is
much more total and thus its internal contradic-
tions are all the sharper, The instability of
these couantries is exacerbated by their lack of
substantial spheres of foreign explnitation, the
massive amilitary expenditure necessary for their
imperialist expansion and the disjuncture betw-
een the official "proletarian® ideology and the
bourgeois relations actually prevailing, In
this bloc the contradiction between bourgeoisie
and proletariat is most intense in the East Fu —
ropean satellites of the Soviet Union. On the
one hand the state bourgeoisies in countries su-
¢ as Poland and Czechoslovakia have never had
much ideological legitimacy in the eves of the
workers and peasants because, vnlike the Soviet
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Uniion, the wmassas pever vad go through the X p—
erience of socialist revoiution but instead nad
their present rulers imposed on them by the
Soviet Union. On the other Brand, the economic
contradictions of these countries have Deen in-
tensified by their subordination to the needs of
the Soviet state bburgeoisie. . The resulting op-
pPression and hardship mean that dissent and opp-
9sition to the existing regimes is much more
widespread aad stroager amcag the working class
in these countries than is the case in the West
Popular dissent and revolt is not yet assuming
a proletarian revolutionary character but the
limitations of economist reformism in countries
such as Poland a-e likely to quickly become app-
arvent.

7]

23

&

Although in China the new state bourgeoisie
have had the upper handover the proletariat and
its allies since 1976, the struggle for power
is far from settled., Thers lave been many dem-
onstrations, strikes and armed uprisings against
the new regime, Unlike their Russian counterpa-
rts, the Chinese massas went through the exper-
ience of the Cultural Revolution and are therc~
fore better prepared to resist bourgeois count-
er -revolution, Information on the precise po-
litical mood of the Chinese masses is hard to
come by, but the almost complete lack of offic-
ial reporting on conditions in rural areas is
interesting as is the exclusion of foreign vis-
itors from most rural areas. It may well be
the case that a very tense situation prevails
throughout much of China. The new state bourg-
e0is regime faces a much more difficult problem
of ideological legitimacy than do their Russian
counterparts, Their attempts to discredit the
proletarian'revolutionary line run into the
problem that it is closely identified in the

minds of the mass2s with the person of Mao Tse-
tung who stands as a symbol of the whole Chin-

ese revolution., It is rather as if the Russian
state bourgeoisie.had to try to attack and dis-

credit Lenin, In our Stralegice aaalvsisz we
should aot leave out sf account - the possibility
of mass revolf in China .and rhe overthrowv of
the 2tate bourgeoisie, If this -occurs it would
maxe a massive difference to *he internatidaal
situation and encrmously strenghten the revoly-
tionary forces,

For the oppressed nations -the principal contra-
dictinn is that hetween them and imperialism,
However, this in no wawv nullifiesuthe‘very.real
existeace of the contradiction between the bou-
rgeoisie and the proletariat in these countriesz.
In these countries, with their complex class
structures and comparatively small proletariats
it certainly is necessary for the proletarian
party: to take the initiative in uniting the
broadest possible array of class forces in the
anti-imperialist struggle, In doing this, it
is necessary in each country to make a careful
delineation between different sections of -the
bourgeoisie;‘comprador, state and national bou-
rgeois, There is a teadency on the part of
Some comrades to overestimate the revolutionary
potentialities of the national bourgeoisie,
simply because some sections of it in Chiza al-
igned themselves with the revolutionary forces
during the new democratic phass of the revolut—
ion, We should remind those comrades of the
"flabby" and "ﬁacillating" character of the na-
tional bourgeoisie( to use Comrade Mao's terms )
and emphasise the fact that such elements will
countenance any alliaace with the proletariat
only if they fear‘its'political'sfrenght, In
many countries, such as Latin America, the gre-
ater part of the indigenous bourgeoisie has had
a comprador character and in many countries,’
éspecially'in Africa, the new state bourgeoisie
5 which have emerged since the sectnd world war
have shown themselves incapable of cutting loo-
'se from the apron strings of imperialism, 1In
the oppressed nations an important task for the
revolutionary forces is to expose the capitula-

I
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tionist character of the local bourgeoisias,
with their phoney "anti-imperialist" rhetoric.
It is precisely because the indigenous bourgeo-
isies in the oppressed nations are incapable

>f promoting stable capitalist development that
the contradiction between the’ bourgeoisie and

the proletarlat in these countr;ee ‘is intensifyv-
ing,

THE CONTRADICTIONS AMONG THE IMPERIALIST STATES

Of these contradlctlons the principal one is-

between the Soviet social 1mper1allst bloc and
the U.S, imperialist bloc. In the period foll-
owing World War 11, the U.S: monopolv capitali-
st class, in coope;atlon with its Junior partn-
ers in 1mper1allsm in Western Europe,xetc., se-

cured an economic, political and military hege-
mony throughout the non-socialist world altho-
this hegemony has always been disputed by the
peoples of the oppressed nations, However, as
state monopoly capitalism was developed in the
U.S.S.R. and Eastern _Europe, imperialist explo-
itation became necessary to sustain the intern-
al economic and political stability of those
countries, At first this tock the form of ext-
ortionate arms sales and "aid" to underdevelop~
ed countries.  More recently, 'as in the case of
Angoua, Soviet social 1mpnr1allsm has .tak%en on
a more dlrectly military and economic character,
Given the. global supremacy: of the U, S. bloc
during the post-World War 11 period, Soviet
social impérialism has only been able  to estab-
lish ' spheres of domination and exp101tat10n

at the expense of the U,S. bloc, PreC1sely
becauseit is the “have not" 1mper1allst bloc

it has to be. aggressive and adveunturous to exp=
and its domains. The strength of Soviet social
imperialism +is 1ts"5001allst" th+orlc, which
is very attractive to the state bourgeoisies in
the oppressed natlons, and its military might,
Its .weakness is the growihg intensity of its ‘
own internal economic and political contradlct-

" lesser imperialist countries,.

ions wirich spur its leaders on to more reckless
adventures in order to expail and secure its
foreign spheres »f influence,. Thusit is. the S-
oviet bloz wvhich is taking the initiatives and
the U.5, bloc which makes defensive postures

to these initiatives, - The contradiction betwe~
en the two blocs is becoming more antagonistic.
as the U,S.bloc reovers from its defaets in
indo~China and Iran and begins to take a firmer
stand against Soviet encroachments on its pres-.
erves., The external condition which is serving
to intensify the contradiction between the two
major imperial-Zst blocs is the. rising tide of
national liberation struggle .in the opp;eqaed
nations. This weakens .the hegemony of: - U,S, .
imperialism as in the case of Tran, while at:
the same ‘time frustrating the advance and cons-
olidation of Soviet socail impervialism, as in:
Eritrea and Afghanistan., Furthermore, the fact
that these are now the two major imperialist
blocs provides opportunities for indigenous bow=
urgeoisies in the underdeveloped countries to
rlay them off against each other. These facto-
ors, by weakening the positions of the two imp-
erialist powers, serve to intensify the rivalry
and confrontation between the two blocs and
thus bring nearer opeén 1nter-1mper1al1st'wan;

from around 1974 onwards, until receutly, the
Chinese revisionists. laid great emphasis on the
contradictions beétween the bourgeoisies of the:
greater and lesser imperialist countries .in each
of the two major blocs. ‘It is true that with
the post-war vecovery:and growth- of the West
European -and Japanese ‘'economies various confli-
cts .of interest developed’ between the bourgeoi-
sies of .these countries and U. S. monOpoly capi-

talism as well as among the bour390151es of - the
Furtheruwore,  th=
ese have become intensified with the onset of a
new major world depression., However, it is im-
portant not to exaggerate the intensity of such
conflicts, There is a high degree of unity be-~
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twoeen the West European, Tapaneae, Australian
and New Zealand bourgeoisies ‘and U»S, monopoly
capitalism, - Paced as they are with the common
threat of Soviet social imperialism there is
unllkplv to be any severance of their already
strong military and economic ties, The lesser
imperialist bourgeoisies know very well that
they cannot hope to “eblb* Soviet social imper-
ialism either at ‘home or abroad without the Su=~
pport of U,S, economic and m111tarv might, In
the Soviet bloc there are .also contradictioas
between the Soviet state bourgeoisies of Easte-
rn Europe, Cuba ani Vietnam, The state. bourge-
Ooisies of the latter countries certainl:s do
seek a graater measure of autonomy with respect
to the Soviet Union, caught as they are betweon
the demands of their own p=ople for more freed-
om and the dictates of the Kremlin to subordin-
ate their own national developmeut to the neads
of the Soviet Unlon. Howevir, these state bou-
rgeoisies are well aware that their own regimes
would not last five minutes without the support
of Saoviet military forces and thus they are un

likely to make ‘any serious efforts to throw of f
the Soviet voke.

As already stated, the future of China is unce~-
rtain, For the 1a=t few years, the Chinese sta-
te bourgeoisie have been entering into an alli-
ance with the U,S, imperialist bloc against the
Soviet social imperialist bloc, From the stan-
dpoint . of the Chinese. revisionists thlS move is
rat10nal since, desplte their public proclanat-
ions Lo the contrary, the U.S, bloc is immensex~
ly more powerful, both e~ aomically and milita-—
rily, than is- the Soviet bloec, 1In any future
major war the U,S, bloc is ,likely to prevail

and as an ally the Chinese state bourgeocisie

no doubt calculates that it will ‘have a seat at
the ensuing robbers banquet. Althoughwsmall in
comparison with its vast population, China none-
theless has a very substantial industrial sector
by world standards. iven the rapid restoration

of capitalist reiatioas of p“oduct1on and given
the 1ntense drive to ‘adopt the. mare adva1c;

: T
Torces of productlou, Chlna will necesearl ¥

have ‘“to become 1mper1allst Wlth prof1ts ih com-
:mand it will become attractlve 1ndeed econdmic-
.allv'nevessarv

“for the C}une:.a state bourgeoi-
si® to start selllng the products of its. moder—~
nisesd defense. industry abroad. ~Also, as the

' organic composition of capital of‘Chlnece state

monopoly capitalist industry rises and the r%te
of .profit falls, other more. quectly economic
“orms. of 1mpev1a115t exp101tat10n Wlll emerge.,

Some comradna conSIder ‘that . becaus% oflgglg% s
overall economlc backhardness and becaus

the entr) of formign capital. into Chlna, it

i ome a neo«colony aﬂazn. This w111 no%
zziir?e:uy more than it has. done. in the boitet"
Union, because: the new state bourge01ixina1he
perfectly able to keep. a. tlght controCLllna d
operations of foreign capital w1th1§ Wes%ém
True, they have reopened. the. doors~k er es 9:
imperialism to exploit Chinese.workers a Ssgon
asants once again but, to use their expge ;i ’
this development is in the. natura of ab 301201—
-enterprise” between the: ChlneseA:téiin Zu§50n0~
ei bourgeoisies, :
:ii :ﬁg zgiltgzy power -increases and as. 1tt2e:—
ins to. develop its own imperialist 1nte€es S%s
1ts rulers may decide it is in their intere 3
to adopt as more independent role‘wlgg,re;pigp
to, both/of the. superpowers, especially i
U.S. bloc .is greatly weakened by . further wa;ea
of natloﬂal liberation struggle and 1.n1:;;1:l:;naxvev1
upheavals, The. Ctheie gourgzgis;:d:ifneseho;-
or maybe. stand on
iﬁ;pt312§2an up Zn the.aftermath of mutualtybl_
destructive war ‘between the U.S. and:Sovie
ocs, .

. WAR,OR REVOLUTTON?

. Given this,ihteﬁéifying.ne;us_of cohtrad%ctions




on a world scale, the working class and- other
oppressed people are Taced,in the coming period
with the choice between inter-imperialist war
or revolution, As the world crisis of imperia-
lism deepens and consgquently as the conflict
between the . Soviet and U.S, imperialist blors
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intensifies, there are two possible outcomes:
Either " " v . '

1. Tﬁe_¢bntradibtiﬁn'between-the bourgeonisie
‘and ‘the prolefariat in at least some of the
.iﬁpeﬁialiStﬁéduﬁtriss will -become the princ-
ipal one with the proletariat becoming the

QrihCip&lfaSpeét;i.e; revolution breaks out)
e e A L :
2., The'qontradﬁctinnvbetweén ththwovmajor.imp~
erfalist'pDWErS’Will”beéome the principal one,
_most likely with.the Soviet bloc being the
principal. aspect,i.e, major inter-imperialist
waz breaks-out| ..o - ' ' ‘

Only the .revoltitionary insurtrection of the wor-
%inglgléSs iw the imperialist countries cail pr-
vent'a Third World War..Imperialismgcebtainly
Qén?befaaﬁjiéwbeidgﬁwéakenéd from without’ by the
spppggléSyoffiﬁéﬁqppreSSed-natiqﬁs;ﬁ However,

it can” only be ‘finally destroyed from within by

.méaﬁskqfﬁpfble%arianirevolution;';In,the imper-
-iélistﬂcouhtriesfof”both«bipps; with the. deepe-
hing of the world .economic drisis and .thne inte-
'hsiinﬂg{Cbhﬁl&C¢‘between:théftWO blocs, .the

nbjective”ddnddtimms¢forva,gualitative breakth-
rbughgin:fevolqridﬁaty cqnsdiousnésémane“bacom~
ing more favourablé, -The sgmé-qonditithfﬁlso

favour a-growth of ﬁeaction*as~the&hgu:geoisie

anditheim‘agqus-tryﬁto.whip up chauvinism and

war fe&er-to,diVert‘peaples attention-frem the

real"cause-of the crisis, In the U.S, bioC'the
ideological grip-ofﬂvarious_speciesof boﬁfgeois
reformism over the Sreat m%ss~6f‘the“peﬁple~is

weakening, while in the Soviet bloc, especially
in Eastern’ Burope’}®the legitimacy of the-social
fascist regimes is crumbling away, The task

of the-Marxist-~Leninists in these countries is

to build, and build fast, authentic revolution-
ary movements and parties to lead the working
class, If we fail to do so, then. the grip of
bourgeois reaction will tighten and. the hourge-
oisies will lead the massos into‘thé-unprecede-
nted death and destruction of .a new major war,
We must also take into account the fazt that.if
and as we succeed' in winning over the masses . to
a.revolutionavry outlook, this is likelwv to have
the effect of intensifying the bourgeoisies!
war preparations. They could well attempt to
head off the growth of revolutionary conscious-~
ness by launching a new war- - sooner rather than
later on whea their capacity to do 50 could be-
adversely affected by growing mass insurrection
It -would onlvy be necessary for revolutionary
upsurges to osccur in just some of the impeérial-~
ist countries for the war Preparations of the
imperialists to be disrupted for. a considerable
period of time, ‘However, it would be to the
masses greatest advantage if revolution weré .teo
be made in 'at least some of the countries in .
both blocs, thus’forestaliing‘the“poss;biliry
of one bloc seizing upon the others weakness -
to launch a sudden attack, o '

The primary stra‘egic aim of the Marxist-Lenin-—
ist forces must be to make the revolution prev-
ent the war. In the oppressed nations our task
is to step up the anti-imperialist struggles
and win. leadership of them, thus exacerbating
the internal contradictions of the imperialist
countries while simultaneously promoting the
cause of the oppressed peoples. In the imperi-

alist. countries our task is to build revolutio- .

nary movements and parties as the vehicles of
mass revolutionary insurrection. Time is not
on our side‘and the revolutioénaries, especially
in’ the imperialist countries, must greatly int-
ensify their efforts.

If we do not succeesd in leading revolutionary
insurrections in at least some of the imperial=~



ist countries, then a new world war is inevitab-
le, sooner or later., Thus we must kKeep in rese-
rve a secondarv stratacic aim o€ making the war
lead to revolution, Regardless of whether one
imperialist bloc or the other emerged from the
war as a "victor" the destruction and chaos _
brought about by the “war would Provoke massive
discoatent and upheavFl. 'Provided that substa-
ntial revolutionary mbovements and parties had .
been built up it would be possible to overthrow
the bourgeoisie in atleast some of the imperia-
list countries, The likely alternative would

be various forms of fascist military

dictator-
ship as the only means by which the bourgeoisie
could. retain control over the surviving popula- -
tions in war deVastated_countrieS. In the opp-
ressed nations the hold of the imperialists
would be relaxed, at -least temporarily, and th-
is would present a great opportunity for the
national revolutionary leadership, to carry
through the anti-imperialist struggle and push
on-to the socialist revoiution., It must- also
be recognised that such circumstances alsoc fav-
our the interests of at least somé of the indi-
genous bourgeoisies in these countries, Freed
from imperialist control, they could consolid-
ate their positions, especially in countries
with a substantial industrial base such as Br-
azil, and promote capitalist development and,

in the course of time, themselves become new
imperialist powers.,

The revolutionary forces must keepin mind the
fact that however favourable the objective con-
ditions may .be fOr'revolutionary'action‘this
will only. transpire if we put in'to pPractise the
mass line and. thus provide real revolutionary.
leadership for the toiling masses of the world.
Capitalism and imperialism will never simply’
collapse of their own accord. They have to be
overthrown as a conscious act on the part of
the working people, Furthermore, the experien-

ce of the international revolutionary movement

since the Paris Commune shows that the struggle
to overthrow capitalism is going to be spread
out over many generations and involves many
temporary reverses and defeats, The capture of
state power by the proletariat and its allies
is only the beginning of a process of protract—
ed revolutionary struggle and transformation
under the dictatorship of the proletariat. We
have now. entered a period where there are great
opportunities for the revolutionary fprces,to
seize the dinitiative, If we fail in ‘this: task.
then the cause of the working people of the -
world may not be able to make any significant
advances for another generation or two, VWe
need not fail and we must not fail,

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

It cannot be 'denied that at the present time
the revolutionary forces are weak in all senses

~ .ideclogically, pelitically and organisationa-.

11ly. The triumph,at least temporarilly, of the
capitalist roaders in China is a massive setha-
ck’' for the world revolutionary movement, For

the first time since the October revolution in

1917 there is not a country in the world where

the dictatorship of the proletariat is secure,
Even so, there are no grounds for despair.
With the tollapse of the second international..
upon the outbreéak of World War 1 the internati-
onal revolutionary movement was reduced to a
handful of small organisations and yet. great -
revolutionary upsurges were not long in coming.

Already, (as reported elsewhere in this issde
of Red Star), the Marxist-~Leninists have begun
the-g;ocggg'of rebuilding the revolutionary-mo~
vement both at the national and international
levels. 'We‘must'iﬁténsifyvour'strugglebagainst
all bourgeois trends within the working class’

- and other oppressed strata. In particular we'

must. thoroughly ecpose and discredit social-
democracy , Trotskyism, old revisionism and new
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revisionism, A vital and absoclutely necessary
bart of the Tight against opportunism of a1l
kinds is the strugesle to develdp, win support
for and put into-practise, correct revolutionaw
ry strategy and tacties, Developing a corre:t
strategic line for the period we have now ente-
red i1s part of this task " and the communigue of
the international conference and this article
are bvntpibutions tovards this goal, We must
clearly and'Forcefully confront the working
class and other oppressed people with the alt-
ernatives they face: war or revolution,. While
always seeking to lead the people in their str-
uggles on-all fronts we should be careful not
to become bogged down in- and preoccupied with
day~-to~-day struggles of an essentially defens=~
ive, as opposed to offensive, kind. Our emphas
is must be on winhimg,the'masseS‘over;io the.
revolutionary alternative to imperialist war,
We must step up. our-efforts to build revolutio-
nary movements and parties, In some countriaes
the Marxistheninists have succeeded in rising
to the stage of party formatinn, but in many -
others, such as Britain,'this-hﬁé~not_yet:been
achieved, . In the latter-countrieéwitnis_thg;
duty of the Marxist-Leninists to systematically
set about the task of party building, The key
task in this.process of political struggle is
to develop a:revolutionary-prqgramme that anal-
yses ‘the concrete particularity of the contrads=
ictions in a given country and- the strategy for
the r~onduct -of revolutionary struggle in that
country. in relation to the worid situation as g
whole, In the building of proletarian parties
politics must always be in command -and the mis-~
take of- giving organisational unity priority
over political unity should be avoided, "~

We .appeal to all the genuine Marxist-Leninist
revolutionaries .in Britain . to commit themselves
together with us, to the atsk of developing the
revolutionary programme, Comrades, make haste,
Time is not on our side, = -

THE POLITICS OF OPPORTUN-
ISM; Or How To Avoid Class
Struggle

¥hat I want to do in this arti?le is FQ E?ke~§n
overview of a phenoména governimg the pﬁia?@%f‘
ives of the radical British left - the louéé;
common ds2nominator" approach, 55~the name su;:
gests, ‘this is the procedure-wﬁlch reduc?s;p:ﬁe
itical practice to the "frenetic Se?rCh'io}t
get-rich quick-gimmick".TTTjThe_radlgal e t:_
which has no Marxist understandlng"oinso:;gé)
beyond a vague impressionist gope. that~; i -
dowrniturn is:temporaryg:that‘w1thnthe_co$1pupwi_
se of the .class struggle all . the present ;gi;
id will dissolve like mists bgﬁ?re the;Tgfgq &
sun" (2) is reduced to an -empirical .analysis.
revolving around 'big?es;‘.jiﬁf gefizgi;g?big'
stri “movement ‘etc tooks like bec : i
zgrizgér?cal terms, .the radical %eft w?lﬁtquTE
like . a flea onto a dog,-only Fo_gump rig Atﬁdv
again when the struggle_dim}plshes‘and(?r”J;g;
cannot control it., The }:v.ax.seszl.c:.'lp:.ax;s;.)ecf::.&elod.1 )
the radical left, lies not in seek;ng4§? 1?pLa_
nt Marxism within thelwo;king:glass,_bg?.ol iu_
merical recruitment to a partlcnlgruraﬁ}ci t"e.
ff grdup.. Struggles are enteredllntq, no-e o
expedite them as much.as to recrit a feg.n W
members. - while a few leave as they reztfsethia
opportunism holds nothing forvt§e¥J I'tlséomen
tvpe_of_arrdgant pessimism yh;ph ‘pad§:,qt£;.
black, Irish and female comrades to view emi-
radical left with something 1e§s thanleg¥ana f
ty. Let us now look more deeply at the lowes
common denominator approach.

I
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LABGUR PARTY ENTRISWH ,
The tactic of entering tus Labour Party {yvou
Labeour, they Party) is an old favourite of the
British radical left{3) and is srili going str-
ong today under the anspices of "Militant" and
"Socialist Organiser".(4) By entering ‘the L.P.
and the L.P.Y.S. these groups hope to get rich
quick by avoiding the leng:ardupus task of. fig-
hting for Marxist pslitics \in the working class
in favour of a milieu which is, supposedly, mo=-
Te receptive than the working class to the rade
ical politics these Sroups promote;'.Thé'éSSGn-
tially manipulative appraoch of the radical le-
ft is ‘illustrated by their entrist work., Part-
icularly in the case of "Militant" the main
approach is not so much to convince rank and f-
ile workers as to gain'control! of the L.,P.Y.S,
GeM.C:t's, particular Labour bureaucrats/ MP's
etc in order to 'win! resolutions: resolutions
which in fact mean nothing as no one acts on
This manipulative technique is.in fact .
inherent in the opporfunist approach and will.
occur again and again throughout this article.
Let us now look at this more deeply, Whilst one
should not igrore the evidence which destroys
the radical léfts'organisationai'analysis of
the LiP. as a "mass working class party"(5), I
want to look at the poliitical implications of
'entrism'.',I.haVe'already noted that|thée main
implication of entrism is the rejection of the
possibility of building a revolutionary vangua-
rd in-the working class in favour of finding a
cosy home in the company of what can only be p-
resumedtto'be'more politically advanced elemen—
ts, These can bé 'won over' more easily, The
Tazt that. these workers (and as Hindess notes,
the L.P. is being heavily infiltrated by the
ambitious middle class) are by definition. more
integnated , both organisationally and politic-
ally into.social democracy, is a factor which
is ignored. The possibility that by struggling
within the L.P. is a./ legitimising its struct-

ures and existenceb./ sowing illusions of maki-
ng the L.P, into a vehicle for social. transfor-
mation and cof implying a parliamentary road

to socialism - is glossed oveg;j-fhevpainful
truth is that eatrist groups do not and canhnot
change the L.P., it is the L.P, which changes
them, "Militant", for example, is so deeply
entrenched within the L,P, .that it conld not
exist as a seperate entity, Similarly, "Worker-
$ Action have now given up their own independe-
nt paper - which was the best radical.left pap-
er (6), in favour of "Socialist Organiser™
where all the issues revolve arpund a Labour
Party context. | Inevitably in entering . the. L.p,
a group is dragged down into. the mire of petty
bureaucracy and political compromise,.  The low-
@3t common .denokinator approach of substituting
L.P. members for the working.class ¢an only
result ‘in ignominious failureg) . .

The compromise that~the'entrist groups. make
with social democracy is obvious., ‘Is it: the

-tase however,  that other radical left groups .

such as S.W;P.,'I.M.G.,;haVe broken with. social
democracy? No, it is not the case. ‘Al though |
the pages of "Socialist Worker", and "Socialist
Challenge" may carry attacks on the Labour Par-
ty for four years, at election time these pape-
rs invariably, in one variant or another&of
'‘critical support', call for a vote for: “abour,
Readers who have previously been informed that
Labour is a load of shit are now called on to
vote for it, The lowest common denominator
philosiphy is wheeled out to justify this: if
we do not call for a labour vote we will "isol~
ate ourselves from the masses" goes the argume-
nt. ' : R

In realityfzhe only way fgrjiarxistg to gain
credibility amongst the masses is not by short
term tactical manipulation but by argument and
practise in building a revolutidnary vanguard
within the working class, It is a case of win-
ning people to a Marxist perspective, not of

Wit
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watering down that perspective to fit the pre-
sent consciousness of the mas$es, The radical
lefts! subservience to the L.P, only serves to
show how incomplete has been.its ideological

Tupture with social democraczal )

THE BROAD FRONT

Another "get.rich quick" thtic
left is the Broad Front organisation. where a
person only has to agree with a lowest common
denominator set of "demands" in order to be
‘Joined up and have. taken the initial step tow-
ards membership of a radical left group, It is
not surprising that the group most promineit
and most successzful by its own standards in
this field is the ‘degenerate Socialist Workers
Party. It is not surprising that a group whic-
I has.-rejected Lenin's theory of imperialism(7)
has a radicaleeynesian'analysis off the post-
war boom(8), and the Soviet Union(9) reflected

of the radical

‘iu a papér little more than a - "left" populist

"Sun" is mesmerised by the mass movement, .

Cne could spend literally hours\exposing‘the
political opportunism inherent in- three of the
S W.P,.!s own front.organisations (Rank and File
Anti-Nazi League,Charter 80) but this is outsi-
de my present interest. What should be noted
however, is the lowest common denomihator-per -

pective of Broad Front politics, whether it be
thai"Bightlto‘Workﬂ, "Smash the ‘Nazi Front" or
"Don't Let the Irish Prisoners Die", fIn all
cases the impetus of Broad Front campaigning

is to move the universe of discourse away from
the capitalist state and onto any dssue. where a
false'unity! can. be.obtained, The lowest comm-
on denominator approach simply sidessteps the
factsaf,the.cgpitalist crisis, state racism .
and imperialism,. In this way the S.,W.P, is
able -to build”up_sporadic campaigns only for
them to collapse when the initial impefus of

D1

enthusiasm is lost, The task of politically
educating the masses via Theory and practise

is rejected in Tavour of short teras mamerical
galn. Again the manipulativeness of the radic-
al left is exposed., It is not a matter of enn—
abling the working class with the aid. of Marxi-
st theory and practise., XNo, the workers are
Ioo stupid for this, Insréai'the S.W.P. and
bedmates will present one idea at a time in
order to con the working class into socialism,
Despite its formal pretensions, the political
practise of the radical laft ends up by beinz
profoundly undemocratic.]

"REVOLUTIONARY" HOTCHPOTCH

In contrast to the Broad Frontism of S.W.P.,
the International Marxist Group has, over the
last few vears, conceived of an incredible mish

mash of ideas to provide an audience for their
politics,

Sceptical of building a Broad Front R&F campai-
gn in the unions, the I.M.G. decided an. embryo-
nic replacement already existed;they identified
a milieu of miitants, 'left'bureaucrats and in-
dividuals as a "class struggle left wing". Here

again the radical left is absolved of the burn-

ing necessity to build a revolutionary leaders-
hip in the class, After all a "milieu" already
exists. The numbers gameé is also apparent in
IMG. Perhaps if the radical left all joined
hands, it would, likeé Alice in Wonderland, at
least appear to be bigger. This was .the impet~
us behind the IMG's drive for revolutionary
regroupment and the change from "Red Weekly" to
the allegedly broader paper "Socialist Challen-
ge". This concept has now degenerated to fusi-
on with the SWP and a'new look! paper which is
suspiciously like S W, In line with this broad
approach the IMG with the help of Big Flame,
created a whole new electoral party: "Socialist
Unity", 'However, it was not to stand in any c-
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onstituency where possibility existed that
Labour could lose because of a split wvote,
Needlesss to say "Socialist Unity" exists now
only as a badge logzga.

Now while one can criticise all three of these
concepts, the point I want to make is that the
IMG , in tune with the radical left in general,
will do. anvthing rather than fig ht in the wor-
Xing class for Marxist politics. The 'discove~
ry!' of a milieu, the launching of a new paper.,
the creation of a new Broad Front campaign,
publicity stuntsfor the 'media, all these are
favoured in place of attempting to build indep-
endent working class struggle,

FEMINISM

Another lowest common denominator approach is
to latch onto the autonomous struggles of sect-
ions of tne working class,Firstly the IMG but
now largely Big Flame identify radical jvarieti-
es of Feminism as potential (and in the case of
B.,F. actual) areas of recruitment., In spome in-
stances the influx of feminists may be benefic-
ial’ to a group - womens caucuses, creches etc
are often forgotten by the workers movement .and.
vet are essential to ennable women, who are in
a minority anyway, to participate,. However, in
order to recruit, which is the raison 4'etre
for the radical lefts existence, the ideoclogy
of feminism is left unchallenged lest it spoils
"unity", In Big Flames case this has reached
crisis proportions. It is not a case of women
working as a collective within a radical left
group, it is rather "a place where we can work
out ideas together, make links between differe-
nt struggles, understand the relationship betw-
een sex and class -and generalise our politics"
(10).  Now formally there is nothing incorrect
with this, In fact it is all to the good if
women can 'generalise! their politics. On the
other hand; however, it illustrateng general

concept prevalent amongst the radical left, wh-
ich reaches chronic proportions in B,F., that
it is not in practise necessary to build a rev-
olutionary partybo+th within and across the Wor—
king class, but that this can be achievel by

collectins togethervarious oppositional factio-
ns within the working class, The party is then

posed as a talking shop where homosexuals,. wom=-

en the unemployed etc can air their grievances.
The'get rich quick! approach of the radical
left poses collecting up what already exists
against buildihg a political deadership which
doesn't, Again this approach is essentially
manipulative.,] Even if B.F,.,'s politics are
modified to accomodate Feminist ideology, it is
still implicit that feminists are seen as usef-
ul cannon fodder to build the group,

CONCLUSION

The lack of a Marxist theory and practise means
the British ralical left must rely on empiricie
st analysis for guidance. Only this can expla=—
in why the same mistakes are continuously repe-~
ated. The lowest common denominator approach
the aptly named "get rich quick" syndrome desp-
ite, in the case of the SWP, an ability to ach-
ieve seemingly spectacular short term numerical
gains, in the long run contrbutes less than
nothing to the task of promoting the liberation

of the working class from bourgeois ideology as

a precondition for socialist revolution,

FOOTNOTES

{(1)Rise and Fall of the Far Left. The Leveller
No18, p.16, Aug/Sept 1978,

(2)Ivid.

(3)See the eight page supplement to "Workers

Actiony 148 July 28th 1979 entitled "Labours
Misspent Youth" which charts the progress of
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Lakours yoeuth wing {the pPrimary area of con-

cern for the entrists) front 1924 1o 1979,

(4) Formerly "Workers Action".

{(5) See Barry Hindess —\“The decline of working
class politics", especially pages 57,92=3,
Also see Westergaard & Rester "Class in a
Capitalist Societv". On Page 407 there is
both a discussioh of working class abstent-
ion from voting and of the ‘changing social
composition of Labour Cabinets, The main
factor keeping the L.P, alive at base level
is the frenetic activity. of the entrists,
who by frantically imparting the kiss of
life are able to create an illusion of mov—
ement,

(6) For example 148, mentioned in note three
Carries articles exposing the SWP's positi-
on Ireland, "How Socialist Worker dropped

Troops Out Now" and "From Kautsky to Euroc=-
ommunism" pages 6&7

(7) see 1.5, Journal 61,

(8) I.s. 67

(9) Cliff - "Russia - a Marxist Analysis",

(10) "Walking a Tightrope" - Big Flame Womens.
Pamphlet, page 1.

BOOK REVIEW

Protest adnd Survive?

B

PROTEST AND SURVIVE., Edited b E,P.Thompson and
D.Smith, Penguin, 1980,

This revised version of the editors "Protest %
Survive" essay, together with a variety .of
tribations by pther pruminent peac reseairc
1as been acclaimed as the haadbook of the
ved disarmanent movement, Waile all the esss
are worth reading and contain up~to-date infor-
mation, taken as a wiole, the style of the book
is markedly liberal ansd anti-~Leninist,
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Two of the Mmost interesting essays are by Alva
Myrdal( The Supsrpowers Game over Buropea) and
Dan Swith( The Europeas Nuclear Theatre),
Myrdal points ocut that the United States aotion
of a 'European nuclear war' is far from beiag
newj in fact it arose as far back as the Eisen-
hover administration when large numbers of tan-
tical nuclear weapons began to be shipped to
Barope in 1934, The United States has now . das-
veloped a double scenario for any future conf-
rontation with the Soviet Union =-one based on
traditional deterrence Ffor avoiding a supsrpo~-
wer war, the other based on the possible use of
tactiecal nuclear w2apons as a counter-measiire
against a conventional attack by the Soviet
Union, but whizh does uot allow that war to
escalate to inter-continental warfare involvi-
ng the tervitories of the superpowers themsel-~
ves, On the other hand, Myrdal emphasises that
the Soviet Union does not regard a nuclear war
as being able to be limited to Burope, and she
herself considers that the entire doctrine of
what is meant by a limited war in Europe remai-
ns hazy, while ideas of what might trigger such
a war are "equally hazy, if not actually erron-
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Dan Smiths essav begins by axalysing in some
detail the yeapons availa“ls to NATO and the
Warszawv Pact forces, After demonstrating. that
NATO has over twice as many theatre nuclear
weapoas in Burope as the Warsaw Pact, he then
Foes on to show that the Wostern view of a War-
saw Pact numeriecal supériority in long-range
TNW's is false too,. XNATO's emphasis on relati-
vely short-range weapons is due to its own pro-—-
ferences and decisions, for at anv time since
the mid~1930's it has had the technology to de-
ploy long-range missiles for theatres nuclear
var if it had chosen to 4o 30. NATO's decision
to mo in for long-range TNW's as a result of
the Dacember 1370 decision was a result of NATO
coming to different views about how it wants to
Prepare for nuclear war in Europe, However,
Smith fails to elaborate on the gxtent of the
chaiage in military thinking within NATO, and
leaves unclear the implications of the dacision
to base new weapois in Europe, After some more
discussion of the 'numbers game', in which he
concludes that NATO has .a present superiority
in delivery systems with rasges over 1000 miles
and a slight disadvanta
below this range,

wn

ge in delivery systems
Smith goes on to discuss Two
objections which ars likely to he raised again-
st the idea of European Nuclear Disarmament.
These are, firstly, the objection that because
of the Warsaw Pacts superior conventional forc-
28, nuclear :d.sarmament will leave NATO wvorse
off, and secondly,- the objection that the impl-
ementation of the idea wonli:.weaken the.unity
of NATO at exactlt the time when it should bte
standing more closely together thaa ever. To
the first objection, Smith uses_U.S. Department
of Defence analyses and work done by the Inter-

national Institute for Strategic Studies.which

show that the build-up 0f the Warsaw Pact force
es during the 1970's was at least matched by
NATO., To the second argument, Smith correctly

"
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This characteristic uaswillingness o challenge
tent opportunisin of the Labour Pavbv
on the guestiaon »fF unilateral British nuclear
disarmanent is alsoe preszent in the discussion
of British Military expsnditure in the 1980's
by Dan and Roya Smith, While they begin by
ekposing thea myth that it is the Tories that
are responsible for the zoummittment feo innreasn

to
defence spending in real terws{the level of 3.
peing no movre than the Labour government agreed
to in 1277 as part of an all~round NATO progra~
mme ), thaey conclude that it is the Conseryatiye
government which is responsible for contributi-
ng to the possibility of a mueclear hclocaust3

a1d they urge active cpposition to Conservative
policies,

However the real weaknesses of the book hecome

apparent when the contr tors try to explain

the reasons for the rivalry between the super-~
o
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powers and. to suggest possible stratezies for
disarmament. The chapter by Holloway on 'War,

i 0

Militarism and the Soviet State! is highly der-
ivative of the Trotskyist 'degeneratsd workers

state' thesis, TIa 30 far as he gives any expl-
anation for the marked build up of Soviet mili-
tary forces in the period since ithe downfall

of Kruschev, Holloway ascribes it to the chang-
¢s that have occurred in the international sys-
tem,"for exanple the emergence c¢f Japan and the
EEC a3 major ceatres of economic powsr", In or-
dev to qualify this reliance on axternal coadi-
tious for his explanation of the prasent state

of the Soviet Union, Holloway also places cons-

[

Jdderable emphiasis on the continuity of policy

aunong the Soviet leadership thiroughout the his-
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3 the : Tnion,
since in his discussion, of whethep a ‘military-
indusrrial complex! exibts in Russia,
this an uﬁsuirqh1p'fnwm'because of the implica-
tion that the drivinr force of arms policies is
tH@ pursuit of profit h- capitalist enterprises

Without having grasped ‘1qt state ocapitalism
hMas been vestored in the Soviet Union and tha -
this has inevitably resulted in the transforma-
tion of the USSR into an imperialist SUPETDOWRL
‘Holloway can provide no explanation for the
increasing interventions by the Soviet Union in
the 'socialis r' countrlea of Eastern Europe and
third wortd ntries such as Ethiopia and Afg-
hanistan, '

he finds

A similar anti-Leninist view "0f the cauzes of

war is displaved in Mary Kaldors !'Disarmament:
the Armament Process in ReVLrae‘. For her, iz

is ideas and institutions which foster the
arms race, not the necessity for imperialis
powers 1o wage war in order to redivide the
world. Her suggestion for rev rsing the arms
raze by doveloplnv workers plans for spocially
useful products amongst workers in- the defens
indusiries may be a usefal way of building u
support amongst thesse workers, but she is dece-
iving herself and mluleﬁ41ng her readers if she
Seriouzly thinks that any ruling class are goi-

ng to stand by and see their tanks converted
into traztors,

0]

ke

The final section of the book is notable for
its failure to discuss. any strategy for achieve
ing the ailm of Furopean Nuoidear Disarmament,

n terms of Britain in particular, there is =a
sonspicuous absence of ‘any dis scussion of the
CND campaign of the early 1960%s and the reaso-
ns for its failure, which cotrasts markedly wi-

nxnt o whiionl Coates gives tao

By Y O G
o SIS SE AN S
ES

atTenpts e $21 ap tuclear
cope. 08 coarse, this ommissi-
on is an intentionegl one, becaase such g discu~
ssion would bring ints the open ths real reason
0T the Tailure of the firsrc CND campaign -~
namely the failure of itz leaders to :hallenge
the Labour party -- and would theprefore SerLou-
«ly weaXen the position of those people seeking
to use the revived disarmamnsent campaigzn to bhoo-
st the lagging Tortunes of the La%our party.,

“ones L B

=

If we are serious about unilateral nuclear disw
avimament by Britain, then definite means muast
e found of influencing and chanzing the warv p-
olicy of the British state., One possible way of
heginning to do this would be for local disarm-
ament groups To publicly challenge candidates
from the main political parties on their posit-
ion regarding Cruise missiles, British withdra-
wal from NATC sud anilateral nuclear disarmame-
nt, If candidates fail *to uphold any of theso
tiiree demands, then local disarmament £roups
should cosider putting forward their owa candi-
dates in opposition to candidates from the main
poelitical parties., Gnlv by adopting tasties
such as this, as part of an overall campaign,
will the disarmament movement be able to press-~

nt a serious challenae to the main political
parties at the point vhers they are most vulhe-
rable -- the ballot bhox,
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The Communist Movement

o THE MARKlﬁT«LENINISTSs THE WORKFERS, avr 1HE

OPPRESSED OF ALL COUNTRIES
The Joint CemmuniQWé of the internnrional cope

Fereuce of Marxist-Leninists held o cppose rthe

F
capitulationisi international line of rhe
E3e revisiouists and rvhoeid

Chin-

Tollovers,

1080, 13p i

AN}
i

PASIC PRINCIPLES FOR THE UNITY O
1

RTINS

: QF MARYXTSTLLEN
INISTS AND FOR -THE LINE OF THE INTERNATIONAL.
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT: A Draft Pesition Paper for
Discussicon Preparaed by the Reve utionary Comme-
unist Parity of Chile and the Reveolutiosnary Come
munist Party, USA -

The main document discussed gt the internationm
al Marxist~Leninisw conflerence in Autumn 1980,

it includes the text of the Joint Commanigue,

(RCP Publications, 1081, 50p £¢.350

THE WAY FORWARD: A Marxist-Leninist A

the British State, the CPGR and the Tas
1

R@volutionaries, by Michael McCreerv

Articles by the leader of the original

.cl ‘ : Marxiste
Leninist split from the CPFGH in 1661,

Workers Newsletter Group, 40p £0.30
MPORTANT STRUGGLES IN BUILDING THE REVOLUTIONw
ARY COMMUNIST PARTY, USA, by BRill Klingel and
Joanne Psihountas

The main strategic task of the Marxist-Leninist
movement in Britain is party~building and there
13 much to learn from comrades in other count-

ries who have already reached the stage of party

formation,
RCP Publications, 1978, 53p £0.75
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Marxism cnd Revolution

THE SCIENCE OF REVQLUTION, by the RCP, USa

A clear and concise introduction to the world
cutloonk of Marxism-Leninism with sections on
Materialist dialecrics, politiecal economy, the
dictatorship of the proletariat and the line of
the ROP, UsA, The text is in both English and
Spatiish,.

RCP Publications, 1980, 8ip £1.20
REVOLUTION REPRINTS: Articles from Revolution,
the organ of the Central Committee of the RCP,
USA

Classes and Class Struggle, Tp B
Proletarian Dictatorship Vs, Bourgeois "Democ=
racy”, 12p

How Socialism Wipes Out Exploitation, 1t1p

RCP Publications, 1978 The set £0,.60

FROM MARX TO MAO TSE~TUNG: ‘A Study in Revoluf-
ionary Dialectics, by George Thomson
A clear exposition of the Marxist-Leninist rev-

clutionary outlock as expressed in the teach-
ings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao,

China Peliecy Study Group, 1975, 182p . £0.90
CAPITALISM AND AFTER: The Rise and Fall of Com-
modity Production, by George Thomson

An introduction to Marxist political economy as
applied to the transition from capitalism to
communism,

China Policy Study Group, 1976, 148p £0.80
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Ethl“s,
Reallty‘ A Stud} in Bourdeo1s Philosophy, 4Qp

THE
ATt P

Sources of Science and

A Marxist analysis of the origins and develop~-
ment of science and art.

China Policy Study Group, 1974,

116p L£0LES

POLITICAL ECONGMY,
52) i
Originally pﬁbli«ﬁéd by the pre~revisionist

CPGB as a series of study bdoklets, this book

provides a detailed introduction to Marxian pol-
itical econocmy.,

L1876,

Marxist Study Courses {19731~

Banhér‘Press, 548p i

£73,60
STUDIES AXD FU

THER STUDIES IN A DYING CULTURE,
By Chri stophor'

Caudwell
Essays, by .the outstanding voung Britvish Marxist-

Leninist who was killed in the Spanish Civil
War.,

e :
» The Breath of Discontent: A

Srudy ipn Bourgeois
-Religion, 6ip £0.50
Consciousness: A Study in Bourg901s Psvchology,
56p ) £6,50
.Eiberty: A Study in Bourgeois Illusion, 38p
iy ’ £0.7
=Meri.and Nature: A Study in Pourgeois sttovv,
42p | £0.45
Pacifism and_ V;o;p ces A Studv in Eourgpois

33p

£0.43
Oriole Editions The set £2,50
WORK - A FOUR LETTER WORD?
A pépular analysis and discussicon of alienation,

Nottingham Communist Group, 12p £O}15

STAVIN: A Critical Assossment, by

Nptringham Communist Group,

Pruce Franklin
A Amevican Marnisrt-Leninist demolishies the re-
actionary myvths about this great revelutionary
LOAdPT-

¢

n2p C Roig

It

HOW CAPTTALTSM HAS BEEN RESTORED IN THE SOVLIET

UNION AND WilAT THIS MEANS FOR THE WORLD STRUG~
GLE, by the RCP, USA

The most thorougsh-going,

ot This subiect presently
g dme=depth
ag faerual

comprehensive snalvsis

available, including
theoretical examinaticn and -letsil-
data.

RGP Publications, 156p $1L, 80

A CRITIQUE OF 3y, by Mao

SOVIET ECONOMICS Tse-tung

His discussion on the Soviet line on socialisz
construction in which he exposes and attacks
the revisionist theory of the productive forces

Monthly Review Press, 1977, 157p £2,35

CUBAs The FEvaporation of a Myth, by the RCP, USA

Haone Sula Bas been transformed into a neo-colony

and pawn of Soviet social imperialism,

RCP Publications, 1976, 40p £0,35
CHILE: An Attempt at YHistoric Compromise", by
Jorge Palacios

The true story of the events leading up. to the’
cverthrow of the Allende government, including
a thoroughly documented expose of the pro-Sov-
iet Chilean CP, and the bloody triuvmph of the
Pinochet military dictatorship.

Norman Bethune Institute, 1979,

5121) £2,.9
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. book is a succinct presentation of

SNorman Bethune Instituro‘

‘Aiberation Boosks, 1978,

»

Contemporary China

IS CHIYA STTLL 50CIALIST?, b\ Nottingham Come
munist. Group

A Marxist-Deninist analysis of events since the
death of Mao in 1976,

Red Star Publications, 1980, 42p £0,35

[ BasTc UNDERSTANDING OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF
CHINA (1974)

Written in 3hﬁngh31 as part of a study program
in the fundamentals of Marxism=Leninism, this

the line of
the revolutionary forces in CHina. Thus 1t has
now been banned inside China,

3Th, 222 s
1"1,{_1, 28 D f—2190

oN EXERCISING ALL~-ROUXND DI
BOURGEOCISIE, by CLuAf Chun-chizao
SOCIAL BASIS OF THE LIX
b\ Yao Wen—yuan

CTATORSHIP OVER THE
1‘1d 0\: T’ﬂi
PTAQ ANTI-PARTY CLIQUE,

These key artlclOk were written in 1975 bx two
members of the so-called "gang of four! during
a critical phase of the stiruggle ageinst revis—
ionist resurgence during the latter part of the
Cultural Revolutxun.

26p £0.35

‘CULTURAL REVOLUTION AND INDUSTRIAL ORGANISATION
IN CHINA: Changes .in Management-and the - Division

of Labour, by Charjies Bettelheim

The veteran French Marxist-Leninist describes
and dlscusses how the revolutionisation of the
relations of production in Chinese industaxy was
broceeding during the Cultural Revolutien.

Monthly Review Press, 1974, 128p

£1.75

AND MAG MAKES
Battle,
Lotta

FIVE: Mao Tsetungis Last Great
edited with an introduction by Ravmond

A collection of articles and documents frow
Chipese sources covering the critical period
between the 10th. Congress of the CPC in 1973
and the arrest of the Four in 1970,

Banner Press, 1978, 522p 4,335
REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-~-REVOLUTION: The Revision=-
igt Coup in China and the Struggle in the Revol-

utionary Communist Party, USA

A very detailed polemical exchange between Amer-~
jcan Marxist-Leniniets on the character of the
post=Mao regime in China.

RCP Publications, 1978, 501p £3.60
THE LOSS IX CHINA AND THE REVOLUTIONARY LEGACY

OF MAQ TSE-TUNG, by Bob Avakian

The Chairman of the RCP, USA presents a concise
survey of the class struggles in China from the
period since 1949 leading up to the coup d'etat
in Dctober 1976,

RCP Publications, 1978, 131p £1.45

MAG TSETUNG'S IMMORTAL CONTRIBUTIONS,
Avakian

by Bob

A penetrating presentation from a Marxist-Lenin-
igt point of wview of Mao's revolutionary theory
and practice.

RCP Publications, 1979

s 3h2p £3.60
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