Kautsky “Defends” the Russian Revolution . I

On the Agrarian RévOIution-.

IFe begin boelens the publication of a
series of arficler dealing awith fhe problems
raised in the recent sunrk of Karl Kautshy,
Tialshevism at o Deadlock,” pudlished by
the Rand Schanl.  Further articles in the
series apill appear from fimeedo time in

fuiure issues.
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In May 1930 the Lahor ond Socialist
Internatinnal (the Second International),
grown strangely tender, issued a meanifesto
calling on the workers of the Saviet
Union and af the workd to save the Rus
sian revolution, The manifesto says:

"The viclory of the. counterrevnlidion
would be [ormidalble catastrophe wot only
for the people of the Soviet Tinisn, who
writld he cheated of the roits of the greal
revolution, not only for the warking class
of the Soviet Union, whase hornie strog-
gle would have heen in vain, it alse far

the labor meovement, domecracy and workd

neace” ’

Naive youpp Socialists, eager o he
licve that the “Socialist”™ International

really lights for Secialism, were deliphted
with the declaratinn, Less naive and mare
experienced workers, acoustamed to the
fatal chasm between the words and the
deeds of the leaders of the Becial-demoecr
vacy, asked anxiously: “What new man-
mver are the MacDonalds,, Vandorveldes,
Blums, Eautskys and Hiliquits planning
against the Sevint Unian?”  Now Karl
Kautsky, leading theoretician of the Seer
ond Internatianal, suceceds in dispelling
all doubts of even the most naive of
youngsters, He has written 1 book (o ex-
plain the meaning of the ahove declata-
ELm,

His Bolshevism at a Dleadlack is avowerd-
Iy 2 Fnatesote to the Manifasto al the Sees
and Inleraational quoted at the beginning
al this nrticle. It sels ot Lo answer teo
related gquestions:
tinn are. we afraid of? "What revelo-
tion fdo we propose te defend?™

Oh, that's easy! says the innecent wark-
ing class reader. ‘The revolution we pro-
posc to defend is the Russian revaintinn,
the “October™ rewolution, the revalution
of November, 1907, that gave Iand ta the

“What connter-revelu-,

by Bertram D. Wolfe

peasanis, the factories to the workers, all
power to the eouncils of workers and peas-
ants, peace to a wardorn waorkd
Wait a minute! says the Tearned Kaut-
sky, " "Due if's Rot so simple to “decide
which manifestations in Russia we are ta
regard  as revolutionary and which  as
countersrevolutionary™ {page F8). The
simple reader js puzzled.  Dut Kautsky
daes not leave him long in doubt.
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The Agrarian Rewvolution

“T was very much surprsed,” writes
Kautsky, “when some time agoe a member
ai our Party expressed o me his enthi
siasm regarding the sodalization of apri-
culture which is now being carried out
in Russia,”. The pood Kautskv's heart is
grieved o find that a German Secial:
demacratic workman should he inspircd
by an achievement of the Russinn revo-
luticn.  He hastened o “correct™ him,
“My position is not that the experiment
will arobably fail; it can bc spid with
full confidence that it will fail—that i
must Fadl.” {page 29). Such touching
“confidence™! .
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Kautsky Feels Guilty

Upon Kautsky's aging. spivit weighs a
deep sense of goilt—imayhe he started the
Russian revolutian!! “It is quite truc that
ideas which T had previously deveioped
were used when Russian Kolkhozi—col-
lective farms—were introduced.™  {No-
body waould ever have suspected you il
you had anly kept yonur mouth shut, old
man!) ) i . ’

“Many other ideas of mine have also
heen put into practice but T am not als
ways pleased abaut it7 (page 29, 10),

Why is the old fcdlow not plensed that
“his ideaz” are being pit inte practice?
First, hecavse they are heing started in
hackward Russia and not in Kautsky's fa
therland.  Sceand,, becaurs they should
have wawled with their agrarian revolution,
“ewen in Western Narape perfeet condi-
tions, do not exist and intensive work iz
tequired in order  tol improve  them.”
Third, breause the eallectivization of agrls
anlture s wwful rough an the kulaks.

The Sectarian Trade Union Line At Work

THE PARTY AND THE STEEL “STRIKE"

a by J. R.

The Crompiunist Party started s cam-
paipn in the steel industry with a baog.
The first master stroke was the headline
in the Dhaily Waorker of September 26:
“Siash The Wage-Cnt 1rive!  Organize
and Strike.”  Simple sn't it?
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The Wage Oflensive

The announcement by the 1105, Steel
Corporation, the largest in the world, o
the 10% eut in wages marks a decisive
change in the tempo of the slashing o
erpcalled American living standards. Trom
the pious promises o President Toove
waL to e wages counled with indirect
wageents in the form ol the stapger sys
temy, workers fred and vehired at low-
sred wapes, speed-oup, outs in individaal
departments and mitls, the “raptains” ok
Arcrican indostry, in their desire to shilt
more speedily the increasing burdens o
the reonomic crisis on the shouldess of
the workers, now openly  slash wage
standavds.  These new methods of the
hosses place the issue in the sharpest
form hefare the workersoffering the maost
splendid opportonity for struggle since

the 1919 ereel strike. .

Tt must he esteblished fram the star

plied, beeause of the shameinl lack of
support the warous A, Fooof Lo olfi-
ciale offered the strike committer, evan
then, the method of picee-meal strikes
was not resorfed to. A different strategy
wis whrked out eamparable to the strengtl
of the organization commitiee. i They he-
gan by boilding sentiment {or the or
panization drive and then the drive wig
started in ihe Chicazo arca, where coan
sdarable support of the state A T ol
L. was (o be had. Thonsands af work-
ers llocked into the unfen. These work-
crs wore ant immediately struek but were
Teld in line uniil the other workars | were
brought inta the union fold.  As the
worlers Hocked intn the tnion the srike
commitiae trned its attention (o the Pites-
Furgh arca, the heart of the stec] ares,
employing over, TOMO000 workers. Cinly
when the workers had heen aronsed and
pattially arganized on 2 natonal basis
wag the strike call “issued. Bays. Foste
{p. 32): .

T the face of such suppressien of con
slilatiraal ripghts and in e frer nf o al
ather staggering difficullics it was elearly
inphssible for pur scaoty {orces to capdurnt
Tittalireh fac unionism by a Erontal at.

tack. Therelere, a system of Mank aliacky
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Swicus advaniages.

The Gentle Kulak

For Kausky the kuiak is pot the ex
plofter of landiess peasants, the willage
ysurer, the dynamiter of collective farms,
the murderer of Soviet officials and vil-
lage correspondents, the village rally-
ing center for attempted counterrevohr
tion. The kulak's wollish face becomes
lamh-like when retouched by Kaursky's
loving pen. The kulaks are “all those
peasants who have nat yet bedn com-
plétely ruined and still have something
to Josa” {pape 53} And what “crimes
arc commirted against thess poor tich
fellows! “Wealthy peasants are outlawed,
ant on ascount of their deeds bot on
accaunt of  their - possesgions™  (page
523, What a pity! Waealthy peasants
are heing “réduced to beggary” (page 72}
by those who “have nathing. teo lose.
The world turned upside down!

Kautsky does' not blame the kulak lat
fighting tooth and nail against the col
lectivization of agricuiture.  The collee
tivgs “are not an advance towards 2 high-
er form of ecanomic srganization but a
teturn to the old serfdem” (page §4).
“Only the destitute and entirely ruined
peasants enter the eollertive farms will
ingly and they are precisely the persone
who have proved’ themselves to be the
most unskilled and incapable of work?
(rage 54}, (Yes, reader, (his is a "'So
eialist™ thearetician talking!)
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Socialism Detsroys ‘Initiative”

But now, they are destroving rogged
individealism.  "Me one will put up
large costly huildings or provide machin:
cry unless he ean expect to reap the ol
That iz ane of the
rearans why the system of confiscating
the means of production in ardet to con-
wvort them into eammunally owned prop-
oty -is ecomomically so damaging and
wasteful” (page 61}, {And thiz was
once 1 Sacialist ' '
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The “Real” Agrarian Revolulion

Thereal” agrarian revolution was nol
accomplished by the Bolsheviks, accord-
ing to Kautsky. It consisted of the empty
phrases and decrees 6f the Kervensky per
iod, It iz had enouph thae “Lenin atiain-
ed power hecnuse he gave way Lo the
peasants” and “hroughl abeug » partition
of the land in a hanhazard fashion with
pillage and rapine” but that; “should not
be scored  ton heavily  apainst them™

(page $9).
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The Real “Countee-Revolution™

Everything the Bowvict state has done
since hos made matters worse and “tends
tn the wholesale exproptiation and zne
slavement of the peasants {in place of
“pearant, read “kulakT—B.DOW) pape
643, "I the beginnings of the Soviet re-
gime in the countryiide signify a rovolu
tion, its Turther acts must mare and mare
be looked upon as a divect counterrevos
lution. . L

"It 15 agaicst. this counter-rovalution
that  the peasants (read  “kulaks™—-
B} are rising., .

“Which side must we take il we wifht
to ward off the covnter-revolution and
save the threatencd revolion in Rus
sa?" {page 64).

Sn! The eat’s nut of the hag.  The
endlectivization of agriculture and liguida-
tinn al the remnants of capitalism in the
village—Lhat's  the  counterocvolation,
The pesistance o callectivization and a
longed-dor  kulakled  peasant  rising
against the Sovier government s what
Kautsky's enfcebled old eyes afe straining
themselves to see,  And that is the “rev
slutinn™ which Kautsky and the Excen-
tive of the Sccond Internmational wanid
snpport!




