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Life wunder copitalism in imperialise
merica is spiritually and physically de-
pressing. The toachine under the profic
system turig oub an overwhelmiog {lood
uf trashy things, of sheddy ware, aduli
erpted products, things intrinsically ugly.
Life is bleak, harsh, cruel and colorless,
Its law iz the low of the junple {with
apologies to the junple). Und the der
prression, 1o the supectiviul observer, it e
mained outwurdly fair. The crlsis caue
dike o knife cutting inte the rosy peel and
showing the goodly apple rotten ut the
core.  Henece the Awerican intelioetual
lias becoine restless.

He is nu longer sure whether he be-
lieves ln “rupged individualism™.  He is
ne lenger sure whether he believes in
the myth of praspedity. He doubts the
prolit motive as an adeguate incentive
to Buman society.  He doults MHeory
Ford sud mags production. e doubis
Hoower and  enginegring,  Tle doubts
Rockeleller and  philantropy.  He s
frightened by the wachwe, and no long-
ar knows whether it i3 o boon or a curse,
The billion wodd horsepower  developed
by the theee lesding clectrical vations
suddenly appears to hin like a hoerible
ntprhtmare, A Billion Wild Florses™# on
i stwmpede  threatening to trample  the
lile oul of mankind.

Tereificd, he turns  questioningly  to
Juvier Russia where they are  building
plamed coonewy and wastering the ma-
chine; or to Mexicy or ludiu where they
avre  wvaidy, but to his superficinl view
suceessbully, evading the machine.  He
looks Jongingly towards Mexico whers
medieval huodicruft xnd fiest, color and
popular arey, sl prolony  thelc bright
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but moribund existence. FHow he wishes
he might “gu nwive™ with e Mexic
cans—not reully of course, but secand
bund, vicarivuesly, as o sert of o vacu
tion.

It v in such o mood that Stuart Chase
visited Moexico, "Having just completed
twir moderately exhausting if not exhaust
pve studies of fBife in the machine upe, ...
[ waasted to rest and [ owanted to see™ the
pattings of Diege Rivers and the land
where there ds “ne thne sense’™, e no
modern gapitalisne. {Eroon the “forword™)
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A Fust-flate Guide Book

Ay o oruide boolk Stuare Chase's Mex-
ico is a {iest rate book. He took his va-
cation with gusto, as he usually dovs, Fle
spent flve moeoths in the countey,  He
did @ pood picce of research, hesides
reading wp oo the lund, its history, its
svciology, Its ek, its politics, and swine
nurizes with slill and clagity mgat of the
best that has been weitten  on Mexico,
Crewening  and Redleld, wed- Beuls aod
Terry, Gamio  und  Tunnenbeuom  and
Aniti Brevoaer und Beenal Ding del Cas
tilly, are wll distilled fnre their quine-
essence  (without removing any of the
inpueities} tu make up many of his pup-
es. [undeed, if the reader were to ask
which siople bouk he should rend on
Mewivo o wet o bivd's eye view of ity
life, prople, grts and problems 1 should
recomenended Bruart "Chase’s as the best.
Ohtlicrs are better In specind fields Lt
ne one is o colprehensive.

There is an euger and thivsty sensitive
twss to the rich cotorfulness of the Mew
ican  popular ars,  althe the  author’s
tuste [s nor always  diserbnioating,  as
when e takes the brugpart ugliness of

The Indian Communist Opposition At Work

THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT IN INDIA

by 8. K, Vidyarthi

June 26, 1231,

The Trade Union Couogress is expout
ed o meet in the begiuning of July, Al
tho the Convounist General Secretiry and
the Pascest President are united i thew
cllorts to ave Lthe session, they nay be
still compelled to puitpong € The wade
unien oeovement oab present isosplic oup
into ne less than Jour groups und the
alliciul Communist tactics have contribyt-
ed much to this chaotie sitaation.  1f,
disregurding the wise counsels of the {or-
ces working [or unity, the Trade Union
Congress does weet, i will be g fraction
meeling,  bany univns, which still re-
main forr-ally atlilivied w the T U, Cou-
areys, will not ugend the session. The
few attending will, in their turn, be divid-
vd ke two wroups fghting [or the pos
sessiony of the carcass of the Conpress.

Forcipgn comrades, will find i very dif-
flcule to understand the present chaotic
condition of the Indian trivde union wove-
ment, unless they know o bitle of the
history leading up to it

e

The 192% Trade Union Congress Sessiviy

The last session of the T, U Congress
took plice in 191%. The movement was
stifl wndted  and  the Copununists Lad
been extending theie influcnce wery, suce
cesslully.  Duwring the two  yoars pre-
ceeding, there had tuken place w mamber
af prear uiss steikes involving hundreds
of thousands of workers oo the rudlways,
mines, cotton, jute and on industries.
The Cowmuynists had tiken a consideable
part in the leadership . of those  great
strigples, The  seven  weels peneral
strike of the Bombay mill workers was
completely under Communist lendership,
Angther grrike of 80000 railway workers
wits also under Conununist leadenship, un-
bl Q6 owas stmply thrown away by ultear
left sectarianisen. Mecting on the backe
ground of swclia vich experience of mass
strugrle, the Trade Unlon Cotngress af-
forded the Comomunists a splendid op-
purtunity to consolidute their influence.
The Conymunists, Lowever, were still in
Alw ouvority,  Only two large unions
et sompletely under their leadership.
In omany other important wnlvns, oeform:
fst influence, tho weakening, was still
grrong,  The tactics of unéted front were
cnever angre applivable. The vefornists
were i a diswdvantapeous position, They
could not possibly vppose the policy of
militant mass strupple, iF the Diomediate
tireblems of the mwovement were placed
i et forcfront.  Yet, they were still
o stronply entrenched nox large num-
ber of wnions to be completsly driven aut
of the leadership of the Congress. The
leadership  still had te be shaved with
chewn foc soine thne during which their
position would be further vedermined,
preparpgary 4o their final elimination.

The Commurists with their influcnce
stlll wery wnorganized, aceed like swells
heads. They miscaleulated the relation of
{forees and made an open bid for captue

K
i
with the much-heralded seascnal |
swing upward not in the leagt vis-
ible. Price levels are running very
wealr, with leading commodity
prices sagging. Bonds, particular-
ly railway bonds, are in very poor
shape. The LEuropean situation re-
maing acutz. In England the finan-
cial ‘position of the Labor govern-
ment is extremely dificult and se-
rious political repervussions of

world-wide significance will soon
be felt.

ing the leadership of the Congress, The
fight took place not o dssees homediate
by und vitally alleceing the oveinent
The Contmunists forced o premalure split
on 3 secoondary sssue. L0 was partivipae
ton in o commission appoiated by che
government to invesligate ince labor con-
ditivns and to reeoianend legislation. The
reflormists hud aleeady accepted seats on
the comnission. They were not prepar-
et to give in but they could not be de-
feated by the lelt winge under Comumunise
influence. The balanee was held by the
uutionalists whoe lad entered the tade
union movement for theit own purposes.
These latter are no better than the re
torteists in teade union matters,  But ar
that woment, boyeott wag the natlonalist
pelicy so they were aguinst participaticn
i the Labor Couvunigsion, The Narional,
ist-Comoandst combination cutvoted the
reformists whe returted by splitting away
from the Congress, To seeuce the supe
port of the Rationalists, the Conununists
had agreed b oshave the spodls of victoey,
A natienalise leader with reactionary in-
clinations becune the president of what
resngined of the Cunpress, while the gene
eral secretucyship went to the Comumunist
candidute.  Such o tea, of course, would
not possibly function for an useful per-
pose. It was the oulcome of the worst
kind of upportunisiu, which sheays hurks
behind ultradefrisme.
.

The Insane Policies of the “Loeyalites™

Prescatly it . was discovered that the
refonnists had oot at all been beater, On
the conteuty, they bad come out of tie
fray unscathed with a solid block of the
best wrganized unions bebind them. The
Prseist-Conungiist  conibination  broke
down as it wus bound to, Ooe wnion al-
Lev anether left the Trade Univn Con-
grss,  Some Joined the newly formed
reforoist ‘Frade Union tederation, while
others remained neutesl. Then the Com-
sty m:m;lgud to cut the branch on
which they were sitting.  Their strong-
lald was the Textile Workers Union
(Red Flag Union} of Bombay, They de-
stroyed this walet by driving ir to o sec-
oad general strike in 1929 on very flin-
sy lasucs.  The previews geoeral steike
Lad just been councluded with partial wic-
tory for the workers,  But the workers
had been thoroly exhausted dn the pre
longed [ght. They were net ae all fie
to ke up o new srugple immediately.
The sccond general strike, denanding the
reingtateinent of & few victimized workers,
therefore ended in a crushing deleat. The
tratte depression had set in. The owners
welconied the strike as the pretext to
cluse down the wills. Tens of thousands
of workers were thrown aut of jebs, Hune
per drove the rest to work oo teoms diee
tated by the employers.  The morale of
the workers was completely beoken. The
uition wus destroyed. The membership
dropped from 82,000 to less thun one
thougend!

On the top of this debacle af theic ul-
tenqbeft polivy, the Coiunists had the
ruep Executive of the Teade Union Con-
gress pass a resolution calling for o coun-
wylwide  general sttike proeparatury to
arized insurrection which should set up
the Scviee Republic of [ndia! It sounds
mcredible—but it was o foct none the
less. The cull ol course fell fiar, but
iware unions repudiated the resolution and
lefr the Trade Union Congress, which
wits reduced to o peneral stall withouwt
army,  Mow the reformists went aver to
the offensive, While the Compuanists lind
bueet tuining their position, the reloninists
had consolidated theirs. With o mojority
vf the univns supporting them either dis
reetly or indirectly they came out adve-
cating unity of the trade union move
ment, and demanded (he expulsion of the

(Continued on Page 4)

Mexico

the skin-tight, stulled sousage charro
costume, ugly symbol of all that is -brutal
and showy and blatantly tasteless in uppet-
cligs Mexigo, amd. thinks: he sees in it
eolor, gayety and human dignity.  He
would blugh if e could hear what the
great illusteator of his book, Diego Kiv-
ara, would say alter headug thouse lines
teanslated. And lave cousé tv ponder his
taste corrupted by the wery machines he
deplores, if he should hear Cuzinan say-
ing: “The charo . . . stands for the de
gradation of all cultural wulues™ {in his
The Bagle and the Seepent},

“There's no accounting  for. tastes,”
yor we can clulk up oo the credic side
the eager sppreciation of arts and crafts,
of eolur and music and dance, of fiesta
and leisure und gayety, of the subordi-
nation of things to their uses and the
needs of men. Foar ull this appreciation
of Mexico s ceally o critigue of the bar-
cennvss of capitalise “eulture”™ and Teive
iization™ in the United States, of s
rolorlessness and joylussness, of its des
bnsing of the acts, (s twning felsure into
a curse called unemployoient, guyety i
to 2 Cracker”, and subordinating men to
things and ceplaging human relations -by
the pitiless cosh nexus., Too late; the
apologists of capilalism are discovering
that the “dark”™ or middle ages had theie
vietues and that capitalisin hos left man-
kind eewmporarily the poorer for destroy-
ng theiu.

Utepian Econgmics

But that is to the good in Stuart
Chuse's book only in so far as it-is o
negative critique ol capitalist “culture™.
In su fur as the hock jovolves positive
solutivns {and Chase did not set out to
write a guoide book but a seciolopical
treutise ), the solutions are hopelessly uto-
piun and reactionary.

Beware of the machine! he bids the
Mexican  people. Don’t  industrialize!
Cotanue to cutry buck-beeaking loads on
your backs! Beware of inturdependernice!
Preserve your locul econvmy! Beware of
specinlization and division of labor! (Yet
the wery arts wnd crafts, the blankets
and potlery thid Clase so much admives
are the produst of specialization and in-
terdependence and are produced for ex
change).

This is futile worship of the past and
of a past wleeady o full decay,  Bur it i
“decaying with such charm,”™ writes Chase
{page §). It decays with chacm if you
dun't ook too close and H the decay
is not eating into your body and soul,
Chase does not look tuo close, and he
i3 cliermped, He gloyifies ¢he chronic un-
dernourishment, unsinitacy houwsing zud
vars of millions of the Mexican folle as
“plorious wantlessness.” He finds' it pie-
turesgue  that they  carry  back-breaking
burdens on their backs, Their poverty 13
heroie “sules resistance™. | He is inchined
to woership, as do enruptured .anaiden
lady mussionarics before Ghandi's  loin
cloth,  spinoing wheel  and  seafuring
g,

He does noet have the faintest inkling
of rhe lact thar Mexico has started on
the path of incorporation into noden
capitalism  wad machine techmigue and
that vnee o land hos started with the
mughing it must po thro o with i, Sl
less does he understand that che machipe
paves the wiy {oe a higher socinl system
in which lefsure and the arts and human
relations and the demination of men ever
thivgs will be restored on a higher and
undrzamed of scale
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And Chiidish Politics

As oo oehe Upolitics”™ of the book it is
even more childish than the econoinics
and sociology. He s readily vonfused by
the phroseherees of the Mexican revolue-
tivn and, following Beals and Gruening
and Tanneonbaum, he believes that revo-
lution has warched steadily towards peeat-
er “ladinoism™ since 1917 and that Obre-
gon and Calles are (he saviors ol the revos
lution, wheress they e men whe have
castrated the apraciun and labor laws,- And
he swallows whole the myth that Morrow
of the House of Morpan, who went down
there e [nish the'job of corrupting the
governnent and cempleting the sule of
the revelution, was & chanpion of the
Mexican people against Amcrican capital-
sm. He even finds that Samuel Gom-
puts, whoe acted as labor apent to debauch
the Mexican Pederntion of Lobor, went
to Mexico “to strenpthen the new move-
ment across the Rio Grande™  But then
whit can you expect of 1 wan who is
wore terrificd by the machine which has
positive possibilities [or mankind than by
mmperialism which has aothing but negas
tve,  He 15 his own best critic wher
fic writes:

I found it diflicut te become over:
leated a5 to American imperiaism—
old style--in Mexice . . A greater
danger to iny miond lies In the invasion
of paduets, tdeas and habit patterns.”

o Mr Chase is swallowing cmels and
straining at gnuts. When he weilt to Mexi-
co he saw only the arts wnu cralts and
aot the advancing michine wnd the bru-
talitivs of machineless eaplodation.  In
Soviet Russia lie sees only the machine
adl vet the preservation of the arts and
crafts and culteral actonomy. -nor the suo-
jeclion of the machine and nature po the
expanding spirit of man. If he could see
derper hie would el the Mexicans:

“Do not fipht the machine, EHpht im-
perialism and exploitaticn.  Master the
machine and it will produce plenty and
leisure and life "abounding. Do oot (ol
low the United States, folloiw the Soviet
Umen, Then you will preserve your arts
and erafts and the colet and Juyousness
i your life und raise ¢chem to new heiphes
searce dreamaed of by mankind.”

Chase has written, 2 good guide hook
for sun worshippers who can afford five
tionths in Mexico. But as a saciological
treatise, | prefer the magnificent ilustrar
tivns of Dicpo Rivera,

—_

* Title of pamphlet by Zwoart Chase
abridged from his Gogk MEen avd Machines,




