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CHAPTER 1
WE ARE THE FUTURE

On Tuesday, June 13th, I listened to the nine o'clock news and the
Special Summary of one week’s events since D-Day on June 6th. The
graphic dispatches about the actual landings on the French beaches,
the dropping of the first paratroops, the experiences of airmen and
seamen, gave a vivid picture of how one of the greatest feats of arms
in all history had been organised and carried out.

I thought of all the planning and sifting of ideas, the inventive genius,
bold conception and execution; of the myriad brains that had been at
work; of the training, scope and perfect unity of action achieved
between vast land, sea and air forces. I thought of the courage and
daring, the heroism and selflessness displayed by all who took part,
officers and rank and file alike.

1 thought of all that had gone before to make it possible—the rally
of Britain after Dunkirk, the fortitude of the British people during the
“blitz,” the long hours of toil, the battles in Africa, Sicily, Italy,
Burma and the Pacific, American help, and what the Soviet Union, its
armies and people, had endured and achieved to make possible the
opening of the Western Front.

One thought kept hammering in my brain. If all this many-sided
effort and sacrifice of peoples and Governments, this tremendous new
international co-operation is possible for war, why not for peace too?

If so much effort has been put into the struggle to destroy fascism
and defend democracy, then surely men and women of goodwill among
all sections of the people will fight to see that the same inspiration,
planning and use of the common resources of the United Nations shall
also be employed in the coming days of peace, not to destroy, but to
build; to make possible victories over poverty and- want, social in-
security and slums and ition; to set every
factory to work in producing the things the people need; to use every
acre to grow the nutritious foodstuffs essential to a healthy, well-fed
people. They will use the forces that have won the war to destroy
ugliness and squalor, to plan new cities and factories, to build houses
that are homes, to construct new schools, universities and hospitals,
to exchange Britain's manufactures freely with the free nations of the
world.

If the united effort of the people can be built up and all resources
of the State organised for victory over fascism, with never a question
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about where the money is to come from, the same can be
peace-time to secure social progress, provided the people are
to unite and fight for these things with the same intensity and
of purpose that they displayed throughout the war.

‘We owe this to every wounded soldier, sailor and airman, ¢
families of those whose loved ones have given their lives in
to the millions of young men and women whose studies and
have been interrupted so that victory can be won. We owe it
workers in industry, whose heavy toil and readiness to give up ha
and cherished customs and practices have done so much to seg
victory. We owe it to the children, especially to those who have |
deprived of the love, care and guidance of their fathers. We o
to the girls whose sweethearts are no more, and to the boys w
never see the future they bought for us with their lives.

‘We owe it to our own consciousness of what life should
our own constructive ability and purpose in life, our dignity as cif
who have solemnly resolved that out of all this turmoil and suffe
tears and pain, bereavement and sacrifice, the new Britain and the n
world shall be born.

It will be no easy task to which we set our hands. The ol
will be many. It will be a hard fight against the rich and sel
against the few, in the interests of the many. But it is a fight that
be won, as surely as democracy is winning such magnificent milit
and political victories over fascism and reaction.

‘We are already making history—stirring history in accord with
fighting spirit of our people and with the tradition and outlook of 4
Labour and progressive movement. We, the people of Britain, need
not be afraid of the future. We are the future.




CHAPTER II
UNITY AND VICTORY

How has it been possible for the present splendld prospects of victory
in war and peace to materialise ? A comparison between the present
position and the bitter years before the war shows how truly amazing
the change has been. It seems almost an impossible change when we
cast our minds back to the years spent by our rulers in building up
Hitler to crush Bolshevism. Remember the Munich period, when
they refused an alliance with the Soviet Union and betrayed one small
nation after another to satisfy Hitler's insatiable blackmail, believing
that in this way Britain could be saved from war and Hitler turned
to attack the Soviet Union. Remember how this policy brought its
own reckoning and the guns did go off, but in the wrong direction.
Hitler rode rough-shod over Poland, Holland, Belgium and France.
Remember the days of Dunkirk and the months of the “ blitz "—and
Hitler so supremely confident in his strength and power that he believed
he could invade and crush the Soviet Union before finally conquering
the British Isles. Remember the days when Hitler stood within sight
of Moscow, or when he held nine-tenths of Stalingrad.

Compare all this with the position now, when Hitler is reeling to
his doom under the joint blows of the British, American and Soviet
armies, when a Twenty Years' Alliance between Britain and the Soviet
Union has been signed, and when the three greatest powers amongst
the United Nations are pledged to build a world in which war will
be eliminated for generations. For every man, woman and child, this
change means a new world.

This unity has been forged in blood and tears by peoples and
Governments who value freedom, who stand on their right to live
like civilised human beings and to decide their destinies according
to the wishes of the people. It has grown stronger as they have come
to understand by first-hand knowledge and experience what fascism
means.

Since fascism first came to power it has given the word * brutality ™
a deeper meaning. It started when Mussolini came to power in Italy
in 1922, but it was not until Hitler usurped power in Germany in
January, 1933, that the world really began to grasp the new terror that
was arising in the civilised world—the destruction of the Labour and
democratic movement in Germany, the burning of books, the extermina-
tion of education and culture, the persecution of the Jews, the preaching
of naked aggression and lust for world domination.
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When war broke out, we saw that these horrors were only the
beginning. Then the whole foulness was let loose, and every trace of
human decency wiped out in the relations of Germany with other:
nations and peoples. This new scientific barbarism razed Lidice to the
ground, murdered pnmncrs of war in cold blood, subjected Jewish
people to vile tortures and i organised
and bestiality on a vast scale in those parts of the Soviet Union
temporarily occupied. They killed off technicians, scientists, doctors,
teachers and engineers in a number of countries bordering on Germany
in order Ihal even when defeated, Germany might be at a technical

with its

The very bmemess of the struggle to defeat fascism has drawn the
democratic nations closer together. Many difficulties have had to be
overcome in forgmg this unity, but it has been done. The co- opemllon
and mutual of G and peoples, ir of
different social systems, racial and re]lgmus creeds, is now so strong
that, given the vigilance of all democratic people throughout the world,
it will never be destroyed.

As 1 write these lines, the greatest battles of the war are opening
out on the Eastern and Western fronts. In the Far East great struggles
still lie ahead before Japan is defeated. There must be no illusions
about the fierce resistance that both the Germans and the Japanese
will organise as the fight draws nearer and nearer to their own
territories. They will fight to the last man, and resort to every means
whereby they hope to avert their decisive defeat. It is better to over-
estimate our enemies and prepare accordingly than to under-estimate
their power, and suffer unpleasant surprises.

Those of us on the Home Front must search our consciences. If we
all ask, “Is there anything extra that we can do?” we shall find that
there is, in the factories, at the docks, at the railway depots, in the
mines and shipyards, the aircraft and tank factories, at the hospitals,
helping to alleviate the distress caused by the flying bomb, welcoming
the evacuated mothers and children whom we should be proud to have
in our homes, adopting wards and hospitals in which lie our wounded
fighting men, keeping regular contact with our comrades in the forces,
defending the interests of their dependants, comforting the bereaved
and seeing that the nation fulfils its responsibilities to them.

Only in this way can we put ourselves in tune with our fighting men.
Never was the unity between the front and the rear so strong as now.
The stronger it grows as we move to the last decisive battles of the
war, the more certain it is that the common people will not be cheated
of the fruits of their common victory.




CHAPTER III
POST-WAR FEARS

It may be useful to examine some of the reactions that have been
manifested now that victory is in sight. They are varied in character,
representing definite vested interests, and some have appeared sooner
than others.

The Tory die-hards and Munich men showed their hand immediately
after the Soviet victory at Stalingrad. This, as the whole world realised
at the time, marked the turning point of the war. When Hitler was
defeated at Stalingrad, these people at once felt that their property and
money were safe from Nazi conquest, and it did not take them long
to emerge into the light of day.

Before Stalingrad they had been prepared to accept a good deal
of Government control; they were cven ready to deal with their
workers as if they had brains as well as hands, co-operating on Joint

and the Trade Unions and Shop

Stewards.

But once they knew their skins were safe, off came the mask. All
talk of “the interests of the nation as a whole” was soft-pedalled.
In the factories they placed every obstacle in the way of the successful
working of the Joint Production Committees. They showed anxiety
about State control and legislation necessary to ensure the all-out
mobilisation of the country's resources and man-power. They pro-
claimed the need for a rapid removal of all forms of control as soon
as the war was over.

They took every reactionary Pole, Finn, Greek and Yugoslav to
their hearts. They began to talk about Britain being a poor country
after the war. They opposed the Beveridge Report and the bill to
fix a minimum wage for catering workers. They ilarlcd their cunning

against any of v firmer control
for coal, aircraft or any other industry. They dnplayed anxiety about
the Mn:cow Cairo and Teheran conferences, and wondered whether
Churchill had been outwitted by Roosevelt and Stalin. The nearer we
draw to victory, the more vocal they become.

The more far-sighted elements of the capitalist class have learnt
lessons from the past and the present. They realise the growing
strength of the common people. They understand that the problems
of cconomic restoration and productivity have to be solved in a new
way, that if the State has had to take supreme control in war-time,
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it will in the new international situation after the war have to main
various forms of control in order to guarantee the successful ca
through of international obligations and responsibilities, on the b
of which alone world trade can be successfully organised.

They have supported co-operation between Britain, America and th
Soviet Union because they know that only in this way can there b
solution of the new problems that the post-war penod will bring.
know that military co-operation between states in the new con

if there is not to be a repetition of the conditions that existed b
the two wars.

They are sincerely afraid of another world economic crisis,
because it would endanger their profits and because they can no los
be confident that the profit system itself would survive aneth
upheaval like that of 1931. Therefore, they see the path of econon
and political co-operation as the only way forward to meet the n
world conditions arising from the new balance of power, the inci
productive resources, technical advances and changes in class relatio
that have taken place.

Some workers who are sceptical, unable to see their own new a
stronger position, take a very gloomy view of Britain’s future, and
the basis of their past bitter experience, this is not to be wonder
at. But they are unconsciously playing the game of the 1
reactionary section of the capitalist class when they spread the
that “it will be the same as last time,” the workers will “ be
and betrayed.”

In practice, this is really the same attitude as that of the backw
and unorganised worker who says: “It's hopeless to try and
a Trade Union in my shop, the workers will never stick tog
He may believe what he says, but he is helping the other side,
in practice he prevents the workers from organising. Such an atf
has nothing in common with the militant tradition of our movem

to achieve real progress.

There are certain sections in the Labour movement who encot
this criticism and defeatism, who demand that Labour should
leave the Government, and who can see nothing in its record exce
that Labour members have been “tricked ” by more cunning To
According to them, this is the only way to protect the interests
the working class and to advance to Socialism. It has to be clear
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understood that this is not a revolutionary viewpoint, though nobody
talks more about revolution than those who advocate this policy.

To stand aside from the struggle to defeat fascism, to preach disunity
at a moment when the workers are mobilised with all the allies they
can win against the common enemy—this is not the path that can
lead the people to power, but the path of a sterile opposition that
can never seriously hope to be anything more.

On the other hand, there is a quiet confidence amongst the over-
whelming majority of Labour and progressive men and women that
it is not going to be the same as last time. They understand that the
present position and all it embodies is only possible because of
the unity of all who fight fascism. They are determined to strengthen
the unity of all that is best in the nation, by getting unity in the ranks
of the Labour movement.

They are not going to be tricked and deceived. They understand
that the solidarity between members of the fighting front and the
industrial front grows stronger with every battle won. They know
that between 1918 and 1944, over twenty years of political education
and grim experience have been at work, that lessons have been learnt,
mistakes analysed and successes seen in their correct perspective. The
sum total of it all is a stern determination that there shall be no going
back to last time.

This is the frame of mind which is in keeping with the role,
strength, power, self-confidence and fighting traditions of the working
class in the past, and of the greater part it is now called upon to play
in history.

Many workers say they distrust the Government because of its
attitude to post-war measures like the Beveridge Report, housing, town
and country planning, the Land Bill and its unemployment policy.

They are right in believing that this Government and this Parliament
gives too much support to property and privilege to organise the kind
of post-war reconstruction we want to see, but that is no reason for
despair and defeatism, or for giving up the fight for reforms now.
It is precisely the united efforts of every anti-fascist that have forced
the chemmem to consider these social problems at all, and to make
certain When this G admits that
is not a man’s own fault or a law of nature, but something for which
the State must be responsible and take definite steps to end, it is a
recognition (however unwilling on the part of some of the Tories)
that after the war, the people will not be satisfied without a positive
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policy of economic and social advance. What, therefore, we now
need is to take heart from our achievements and renew and unite our
efforts to get more positive policies from this Government. This fight
is the surest way to secure a better Government and still more rapid.
advance after the war.

It is upon this confidence in our own strength that we must build
for the future. The people have gained such experience in handling

and solving war problems—on Joint Production Committees, in Civil

Defence, on Local Authorities, on Food Control Committees and the
like, in their successful pressure upon the Government for closer

relations with the Soviet Union, and for the opening of the Second

Front—that they are not likely to leave the solution of the problems.
of peace to others. With their united strength and experience, they
can handle and solve the problem of rebuilding Britain on the lines
they want.

That is the feeling we have to create in connection with every aspect
of post-war policy. We must build on the growing power of the
Trade Unions, Co-operatives, Labour Party and Communist Party, on
the daily developing political consciousness of millions of people who.
for the first time are feeling their way to the Labour movement as the
people’s mass movement grows all over Europe.

The key-note of this political awakening is the determination that
if the whole resources of the nation can be organised for war, they
shall be organised for peace. As we have seen many outstanding
changes during the long five years’ struggle to win the war, so we
shall see even greater social changes in the peace that is now being
forged. At no time in the history of Britain have the common people
and our movement all over the country played such a great part in
conducting affairs as in this People’s War. In the days of peace they
can and will play an even greater part, and through their own activity
will grow the conviction not only that Socialism is the final solution,
but that the people can both secure it and make it work.




CHAPTER 1V
‘““LAST TIME AND NOW’’

Let us look at the difference between the position in 1918, “last
time,” and 1944. It will help us to understand how far we have
travelled, and why we can face the future with full confidence.

In 1918, the capitalist world was terrified at the Russian Revolution—
at Bolshevism. It was assailed as a menace to everything. The world
now knows that it is this same Bolshevism which, in fact, has largely
saved us and world civilisation from Nazi conquest and barbarism.

The whole aim of the capitalist nations at the close of the war in
1918 was the isolation and destruction of the Russian Revolution.
Now, it is universally agreed that no solution of world economic,
political and social problems is possible without the co-operation of
the Soviet Union.

The dominating spectre at the Peace Conference in 1919 was not so
much defeated imperialist Germany as Socialist Russia. Behind all
the treatment of Germany through the armistice terms and the Peace
Treaty was the over-riding concern as to how far Germany could be
used as the bulwark against the spread of Bolshevism to Western
Europe.

The Soviet Union was the subject of the most outrageous forms of
allied intervention. She was blockaded and refused trade and credit.
Now the Soviet Union has signed a Twenty Years' Treaty with Britain,
and has taken a leading part in all international conferences, at
Moscow, Cairo and Teheran. She is a full participant in the work of
UNRRA. and in the decisions of the International Conference on
Monetary and Banking problems.

This Peoples’ War will be followed by a Peoples’ Peace, with all the
entirely different and positive political, economic and social results
that this will bring.

‘The wheels of history have indeed turned full circle. But other
changes since 1918 have to be taken into account in any serious attempt
to understand every aspect of the world situation and the prospects
ahead.

Since 1918 there have been astonishing political developments all over
Europe. Contrast the.France of Clemenceau with France of the
Resistance Movement today. The Government of Czechoslovakia has
signed a treaty with the Soviet Government which is a model of the
way such treaties should be formulated and accepted in regard both
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to present and future policy. We have no doubt that a similar treaty
will be signed by those representing the real interests of the Polish
people and the Soviet Government. The strength of the Resistance
Movement has forced the recognition of Marshal Tito, and throughout
the whole of the Balkan countries we can expect far-reaching political
changes in which the power of the people and their democratic institu-
tions will triumph over the reactionary forces that have hitherto held
sway.

It has not been easy to reach this stage, The logic of events has
forced a new approach and understanding of the real people’s move-
ment upon the Governments of Britain and America.

In Britain, no less significant changes have taken place. The working
class is stronger, more united and with a better political understanding,
There is a new awakening amongst all sections of the people in general,
but particularly among all who work by hand and brain. It is wide-
spread amongst professional people and technicians. It reflects itself
in many ways, especially in every by-election, whether in a rural or
industrial constituency. It has also created a group within the ranks of
the capitalist class, which, although their conception is still based on the
exmence of capnahsm as their social syslem are not blmd ellher to the

and i
of the new political stage so many mlllmns of the peup]e have reached.

This is the principal lesson to be drawn from the issue of the recent
series of White Papers dealing with Education, Employment, Town and
Country Planning, Social Security and Workmen’s Compensation. They
are not the kind of White Papers that a Government based on a Labour
and progressive majority in Parliament would draw up, but despite all
their weaknesses and protection of vested interests, they are an advance.
They represent the pressure of the mass movement. If this movement
has not been strong enough to obtain all that it demanded, the funda-
mental reasen is not the character of the Government, but the fact that
Labour’s own ranks are not yet fully united on the basis of a common
policy that alone can give our nation, in common with all other
progressive countries, the leadership that it needs.

There will be no going back either to 1918 or 1939. The majority of
the people have their minds made up. No going back ! If they can
have work and wages in war, they will have work and wages in peace.
If no distressed areas exist in war, none shall exist in peace. If
co-operation between capitalist Britain and Socialist Russia takes place
in war, then it must continue more firmly in peace. It we exchange '
mutual resources in war, so must we do in peace. Work and wages,
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not only when young men have to die and vast areas of civilisation
are destroyed, but when the people are determined to live in comfort
and decency, and reconstruct what war has destroyed.

The shame of the past is remembered too keenly. The indictment
against capitalism is too strong. The arguments for social progress are
t00 overwhelming. I write these lines as the second evacuation of
Londan's mothers and children is taking place. People are reading in
the papers how much better dressed and fed they look in 1944, after
five year of war, than they did in the * blitz” period of 1940. They
are determined that it shall not be through death and destruction that
people cat and dress better, because of regular wages and no unemploy-
ment; they will insist that it becomes a permanent feature of their lives,
whatever vested interest has to be swept aside.



CHAPTER V
THE ADVANCE TO SOCIALISM

The profound and far-reaching changes that have taken place in the
world situation do not alter the fact that so long as the capitalist system
is in existence, one section of society exploits another. So long as it
exists, the strivings of the people to organise society in the interests of
all will be hampered by selfish interests provoking class struggle, seeking
private advantage through competition for markets, and imperialist
rivalries, with all the threat they bring of trade depression and, as we
all know only too well, of war.

Only Socialism can bring the final and permanent solution to all the
problems created by capitalism, but the advance towards Socialism is
not made on the basis of abstractions and theories divorced from what
is happening in the world. It is a constantly developing movement,
growing ever stronger as the workers experience the weaknesses of
capitalism and strengthen and unite their own ranks. We draw nearer
to Socialism as the workers fight for policies that accord with the
interests of the majority of the people, and always, while acting in
present conditions, safeguard also their future interests.

Today, the world-wide influence of the Soviet Union and the growing
Socialist outlook among millions of people the world over open up
entirely new prospects for advance.

Already we have won a tremendous victory for Socialism. Who
amongst us would have dared to prophesy that by 1944 the Soviet
Union, the first Socialist country in the world, would occupy its
present powerful and rightful position in world affairs ?

The fact that in peace and war, the Soviet Union has proved in deeds
that Socialism works better than capitalism, is deeply affecting the
political thought and actions of millions of people the world over.

Millions now know that Socialism can plan and produce, organise
industry and agriculture on an immense scale and in a new way; that .

it produces political, military, industrial and agricultural leaders of a
new type, who have earned the respect and admiration of the world.
Millions now know that Soctalism inspires a noble patriotism, a
political and moral unity that is the envy of every other country, a
capacity for selflessness and sacrifice that is without parallel in the
records of nations. This recognition is beyond price.

w can such a unique and new experience fail to have enormous
political consequences in all lands in removing prejudice and misunder-
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standing of Socialism, in creating a desire for close unity and friendship
with the Soviet Union, a desire to emulate its achievements ?

All this is political capital of a new kind. No monopolist can
weaken or destroy it. It will go on working for Socialism.

This is the biggest experience in our lifetime. We have new
opportunities, such as we have never before possessed, to go forward
to Socialism in Britain, precisely because we have helped to defend
democracy in the capitalist world and Socialism in the Soviet Unin,
and succeeded in

All over Europe, great social changes have taken and are taking place.
If the new awakening after 1918 was short-lived because the Soviet
Union was being attacked and was weak, because the German Revolu-
tion was betrayed, because the Labour movement was split, today the
position is entirely different.

The changes spring, not only from the world-wide unity that has been
created against fascism, but especially from the inspiration that
Socialism gives to all who dedicate their lives to its cause. We know
that it is based on scientific principles which are no dogma, but a guide
to action, combining theory with practice and adapting strategy and
tactics to facts as they are in reality and not in the realm of wishful
thinking. And we know, too, that every fight against reaction is a
step towards further social progress and Socialism.

Socialists know that events in one country react upon others. The
policy applied in one country may differ from that applied in another,
because of the totally different political and economic conditions, but
the aim is always the same, and is directed ultimately toward the
common goal. There are advances and defeats, successes and short-
comings, triumphs and setbacks, some lose faith and fall away, others
are corrupted by thoughts of pelf and place, but the majority who
embrace Socialism stick to it, unite and fight undeviatingly in its
defence and for its progress, win allies and close the ranks, knowing
all the time that the cause is marching on.

It is this Marxist outlook that explains why, in this Peoples’ War,
it is the class-conscious workers in Britain inspired by the Communist
Party, who have led the fight for increased production and to make the
Joint Production Committees work, have been ready to accept dilution,
forego hard-carned customs and practices in industry, trained women
to play the leading role they occupy in industry today, made the Civil
Defence services a splendid example of heroism, initiative and devotion
to duty and given an entirely new conception of service and discipline
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in all sections of the Armed Forces, so that we have the magnificent
Army, Navy and Air Force that exist today.

We know what similar types of workers have done in the Soviet
Union, in Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, Denmark, Holland,
Belgium, France, Italy, Greece, Yugoslavia, China and India. Their
deeds are legion. We know what they did in Nazi Germany prior to
the outbreak of war, despite all the terror of the Gestapo, and we are
confident that we shall yet learn of what they have tried to do during
the war, in face of the most brutal and dastardly terror that mankind
has ever known.

What does the sum total of all this mean in practical politics and
prospects? That a new world is being born—not yet a Socialist world,
but one that is already a tremendous advance towards Socialism.

Who really believes the scare stories of the coming domination of the.
rest of Europe by Anglo-American imperialism, or that Amgot will be
the instrument through which this dominance is to be obtained?
Those who do will prove to be as wrong as they were when they
perpetually prophesied the downfall of the Soviet Union and the
impossibility of building Socialism in one country, asserted that the
Nazis would cut through the Red Army like a hot knife through butter,
and that the Soviet Union had betrayed Socialism,

We believe that one of the principal differences between the position
after 1918 and the position that will exist at the end of this war lies in
the fact that the all-round political development and class-consciousness
of the working class throughout the whole of Europe is, in spite of
illegality and terror, at an infinitely higher level than it was in 1918,

Then, too, the working class has found many powerful allies among
other sections of the people, so that a greater unity exists between them
than ever before, and it is from this standpoint that future political
developments have to be considered.

‘We believe that on the basis of the liberation so hardly won from
fascism, new democracies will be established, in which, at the General
Elections which will take place, broad, democratic People’s Govern-
ments will be elected all over Europe. All of them will desire the
closest connections with Britain, America and the Soviet Union, and
this means an entirely new balance of forces, with all the new prospects
it opens up for political and economic co-operation in solving post-war.
problems of reconstruction, security and trade.

In the Far East, Japan will be crushed and the peoples she has
conquered and exploited freed to live their own lives. China will
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assume a very important constructive role along with the Soviet Union,
Britain and America.

British imperialism will be compelled by the people and by the mass
Liberation Movements in Burma and Malaya, India and Ceylon, the
East and West Indies and Africa, to adopt an entirely Uifferent attitude
towards these countries, a policy based not on ruthless exploitation,
cheap raw materials and labour and retarded native industrial develop-
ment, but upon mutual assistance, co-operation and exchange of
common resources,

In America, the democratic and progressive forces are working to
ensure the full participation of their country and all its great resources
in every field of international co-operation.

In Britain, we are confident that at any General Election that takes
place, provided that there is Labour and progressive unity, the people
will elect a House of Commons in which there will be a majority of
Labour, Ce and prog Members of P 5

The prospect today is a new one, and worth every sacrifice that
victory over fascism is demanding. It is indeed a future worth fighting
for. It will have to be fought for. It will involve and demand a closer
unity on the part of all Labour and progressive movements than has
yet been established. It will call for the organisation of great united
political campaigns and struggles, but it will be won.

There is nothing new to the working class in political struggle and
campaigning. The Tolpuddle Martyrs, the Rochdale Pioneers, Tom
Mann, Ben Tillett, Keir Hardie, A. J. Cook, George Lansbury, William
Gallacher, M.P.—all these are names that epitomise the history and

1 of the Labour

The foundahon and recognition of Tradc Unions and the Labour
Party, the or of the Co-op: , the winning of
the right to vote, the eight-hour day‘ the orgamsallon of the un-
organised, the Social Insurance Act, the securing of a minimum wage
for miners and agricultural workers—the whole contrast, in short,
between the condition of the workers today and a century ago—is the
proud history of a movement that had courage and resourcefulness,
that wrenched from a reluctant and hostile capitalist class every measure
of social reform that has ever been placed on the statute book.

The pioneers did not get all they fought for and demanded, but they
did fight and they got much. They knew how to take advantage of the
relation of forces, the balance of power as between Liberals and Tories,
the contradictions within the capitalist system, and all the time they
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advanced. We are stronger today, more united, richer in experience, and
so can fight better to make still greater progress all along the line.
These glorious opportunities are also fortified by another very im- -
portant factor in the situation. The people the world over want peace,
not for a short breathing-space, but a peace which is enduring and will
remove the scourge and terror of war for ever. Two wars in one
lifetime have left their mark on the minds of all who have gong
through them. Ten years of war out of the last thirty, together wit
the trade depression and the rise of fascism between the two wars,
something terrible in the experience of mankind. The loss of man-.
power, the flower of the world’s youth, the mass suffering, the agony
of the wounded and maimed, the bereavement, the interrupted car
the loss to the world of new inventors, scientists, artists, painters
philosophers can never be estimated. Two evacuations of London’s
mothers and children in five years, day and night air-raids with their
consequent effects upon health and nerves, have all combined to
produce a fierce resolve that this shall be the last war, that men and
women shall go about their lives in peace, and reap the reward for
all their sacrifice.
Peace will bring no problems that the victorious people are not
competent to solve, led and guided by the Labour movement, for they
know they are winning more than a war.



CHAPTER VI
THE PROBLEM OF PRODUCTION

“If once again we seek to drift back to the good old times—which
were not really so good for many of us after all—if we imagine that
all controls can be swept aside or that we can return to the economic
anarchy of the old days, we shall bring not only discredit, but disaster
on ourselves.”—Mr. Anthony Eden, M.P.

Today there is widespread concern about Britain’s post-war
economic future. It is often asserted that Britain will be a poor country
after the war and will not be able to afford any ambitious social
schemes. The capitalists are anxious about the loss of markets and
overseas investments and the prospects of intensified competition. The
workers and the servicemen fear a repetition of what happened after
the last war—mass unemployment and attacks on wages and
conditions.

After the war, Britain and the world have to face the fact that there
has been an enormous increase of productive power during the war.
The crux of the problem lies in whether or not steps will be taken to
organise the full use of this increased productive power in peacetime
for the purpose of social progress.

The increase in output is over 40 per cent. in spite of war-time
difficulties and a decrease of imports of 40 per cent.

It is common knowledge that this increased production has been
made possible by State planning and control to ensure that the fullest
use is made of the resources available, and State orders which have
provided the market for more than half of the country’s total output.

On the foundation of this State planning and control, factors which
have brought about greater output are: the employment of more
workers (in fact, full employment), hard work, longer hours, the carry-
ing out of proposals made by the workers’ side of lhe Joint Productlon
Comnittees, better technical of , the
of private and Government factories with modern plant, the application
of more effective scientific methods to production, and greater incentive
by means of piece-work and payment-by-result systems,

‘The most important point is the increase in output per man-hour,
which is the real test of efficiency. This has increased during the war,
over all industry, by 15 per cent., i.e., by nearly one-sixth; in munitions
industry by twice as much again or more. The rate of increase in
war-time is over double the peace-time rate,
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Our pre-war net national income (1938) was £4,604 millions. By
1943 this had risen to £8,172 millions. Allowing for the rise in prices
during these years, the Economist (6.5.44) estimates that this means a'
real increase in the net national income of 25 per cent. While in 1943
the capitalists had sold some of their property abroad (£655 millions)
and at home we let our capital equipment run down to the tune of £126
millions, the outstanding fact is that the volume of output at home
has increased by roughly 40 per cent, as compared with 1938, accordm,
to Mr. Lyttelton’s statement of May 20, 1944.

This increase has been brought about despite the fact that we have
about five and a quarter million people in the Armed Forces and Civil
Defence Services, a large proportion of whom were skilled workers.
With the coming of peace, large numbers of men and women in the
Armed Forces will be returning to industry, and even reckoning on the
loss of a proportion of war-time women workers, we can reasonably
anticipate an increase in the numbers of the occupied population of
between 14 and 20 per cent.

Emphasis will be given to this point if we quote from an article by!
N. Kaldor, in the Economic Journal, June-September, 1943 :

*“Given reasonably full employment, therefore, post-war home
production output can be expected to be about one-quarter above
pre-war level; and this expectation should provide the framework:
in which plans for post-war reconstruction are to be fitted.”

As everyone knows, we have been spending round about £14 millions
a day on the war. Where has this huge sum suddenly come froi
when in 1938 we were counting our pennies on education and health’
services?

Supposing that in 1943 our net National Income was equal to
figure of 100, then the amount we are now spending on the war woul
equal 574 per cent of that. The Economist has estimated that thi
574 per cent has been made available as follows :

Increased effort A £ e o 25 per cent

Reduced consumpuon A 6%

Reduced provision for domcsuc p alc capnal 7% »

Increased drafts on overseas capital 81

Total .. o 574 per cent

Now we have said that our National Income in 1943 was estimated
at £8,172 millions. What can we expect it to be in the post-war years?
If all our skilled workers returning from the forces are put to Wor
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if we modernise all our factories and industries, if we utilise all our
resources and productive forces, if we have a progressive Government
that will bring out all the effort and enthusiasm of the people, then
nothing can stop a rapid growth of the National Income, and in the
post-war years it may easily reach £9,000 millions, or even £10,000
millions.

But let us suppose that it remains as it is today. The astronomical
figure of over £8,000 millions, taken by itself, conveys little or nothing
to the average man or woman. But the trained economist can tell
us quite a lot about what it means.

N. Kaldor, for example, publishing the results of an investigation in
the Economic Journal (April, 1943) makes it clear that on the basis
of this post-war national income even if there are 1,500,000 unemploye.d
and 1,000,000 still in the army, we could restore national consumption
to its pre-war level, spend twice as much as we did before the war
on capital improvements, export sufficient to pay for all our imports,
and adopt the Beveridge Plan in full—with income tax at 6s. 6d. in
the pound.

If hnwever the post-war Government adopted an active policy for
were below the half

and
million mark, we could, if we 5o desired:
*“ Afford to maintain the Armed Forces of the Crown permanently
at strength equal to that of Hitlerite Gcrmany in 1939; afford to face
the of an unp deteriora-
tion in our international trading position, and we could afford, at
the same time to maintain a rate of capital accumulation which, in

a few years, would relieve us of the need of restricting consumption

altogether.”

In other words, there is no basis in fact for the assertion that the
Beveridge Plan, or any other measure of social reform aimed at
relieving poverty, unemployment and insecurity, cannot be carried
through because they would be an intolerable burden on the nation’s
finances.

But the needs of our own people, and of our Allies in other parts
of the world, are so great that only to begin to satisfy them would
require the full use of our increased productive resources for many
years to come.

At home even catching up on existing needs created by the war—
clothes, furniture, domestic utensils and goods of all kinds—will be
a tremendous task. But are we going to be satisfied with the conditions
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of 1939, with 16,000,000 people earning less than £250 a yehr,
4,500,000 people existing in dire poverty, one-third of the nation living
at a standard below recognised health requirements, at least half the"
ability among elementary schoolchildren going to waste, less spent in_
a year on education than on advertising, housing conditions and over-
crowding that were a disgrace to a civilised country?

The immediate and minimum needs of the British people are well
known, and have been clearly formulated by experts and specialists in
each particular field.

HOUSING. According to the Government’s own estimate we shall
need at least 4,000,000 houses within ten years after the war.
must be well-planned, well-built and with modern amenities.

TOWN -AND COUNTRY PLANNING. Quite apart from the
rebuilding of the “ blitzed ™ areas, the majority of our towns and rural
areas require if not rebuilding, at least reorganising.

EDUCATION. We need créches and nursery schools for at lea
two million children, thousands of new elementary schools, hundr
of new secondary schools and technical colleges. A large proportion of
existing schools which are structurally sound need modernising and!
re-equipping. ]

HEALTH SERVICES. Five hundred new hospitals are required to
start with, to say nothing of the need to provide sanatoria, rest homes
and health centres.

HOUSEHOLD AND PERSONAL NEEDS. The new houses—:
the old—will need great masses of furniture and other equipment; an
there will be an enormous demand for clothes and other personal need

INDUSTRY. Our industries in many cases want complet
re-equipping with all the modern machinery and devices that have beet
perfected during the war. Roads, mines and railways above all cf
aloud for such treatment. A scheme for the entire electrification of
Britain must be planned and carried out.

The demands which will have to be met if these and other industs
are to be fully equipped in a modern way are colossal; we need £10
millions replacement on the railways, £46 millions on the cotton industry
at least £100 millions on the coal industry and other huge amounts’
provide piped water supplies and modern equipment for the count
side. This investment will provide a rapid and growing return in the
shape of increased efficiency, for it must be remembered that fl
industrial efficiency of Britain was only half that of America before
the war.
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ART AND CULTURE. The war has shown the utter inadequacy
of facilities for entertainment, relaxation and culture in the majority of
our towns and their almost complete absence from our villages. There
is a need for thousands of theatres, libraries, museums, concert halls
and civic centres.

These are only a few of Britain’s immediate needs when we have
finished making the weapons to defeat fascism abroad. But there are
also tremendous new openings for the products of Britain's industries
abroad.

On the basis of co-operation between the nations of the world such
as can and will be established by the new kind of Governments that
will be elected after the war, it will be possible, even though capitalism
remains, to introduce and carry out the new method of trading between
the world’s peoples which is essential to full employment and to peace.

It is, moreover, a world in which there is a firm resolve on the part of
the four great powers, Britain, America, the Soviet Union and China,
to establish and maintain world security, with control and regulation
of world trade on an expanding scale.

This fact is something new in world affairs. It affords a real basis for
systematic planning on the part of Britain’s industry and trade to export
enough to balance all necessary imports of raw materials and foodstuffs,
to pay off debts, and to take full part in the re-equipment that so many
parts of the world need in both capital and consumer goods.

From France to the Soviet Union, wholesale devastation has taken

place. Towns, vl]]agcs, industries and communications have been
deslmyed There is an acute shortage of food, means of transport
and communication, medical supplies and commodities of all kinds.

In the Far East is the vast country of China, which has suffered
longest of all through the ravages of war, a gigantic country with
gigantic needs—500,000,000 people—a potential market to which, on
the basis of co-operation, there is no limit. A free China, which has
overthrown imperialist domination and is now recognised as one of the
great powers forming the basis of a new order of world security, has
truly enormous possibilities for absorbing the products of other nations,
while ping her own resources, as the following
figures will prove.

Over twenty years ago, the late Dr. Sun Yat Sen outlined what was
required to develop China and its resources. Since then many others
have worked on this question, and in the American magazine Fortune,
October, 1943, there appeared an article by Theodore H. White, the
Chungking correspondent for this and other magazines, in which he
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stated China’s requirements to be: 100,000 miles of railway (ha‘l
double-track), which would require 20 million tons of steel, 25,
locomotives, 300,000 railway wagons and 30,000 railway coach
500,000 new automobiles a year for ten years, one million miles of
nei hard-surfaced road highways; power plants to produce 20 milli
kilowatts; 80 million telephones; one million new houses a year; 320,
cotton looms; 16,000 woollen looms; 94,000 silk looms; 10 million tox

of ocean-going shipping. 3

In addition to such items, a united and independent China will tak
over existing mining and manufacturing from the Japanese, and Wi
rapidly extend all industrial plant, as well as constructing great ne
harbours, docks and ports; there will also be every kind of mode;
development in housing, new cities, power, irrigation, agriculture ai
re-afforestation. From the rise in the standards of the Chinese peopl
that all this economic development will bring about, a demand foj
consumer goods of every conceivable kind will follow.

There is India, whose progress nothing can stop. Her independen
is going to be won. No longer will India be a country providing of
tribute to British rentiers. Her age-long subjection will be ended, an
her tremendous industrial and agricultural resources developed in full;

There are other smaller Colonial countries, hitherto regarded as the
exclusive Colonial possessions of the imperialist powers. In thesi
countries also, new political developments are taking place, co-incident
with the growing demand of the majority of the people in the imperialist
countries that such nations be given their freedom and independen
Great opportunities are available here also to assist future econol
development and full use of the resources of these countries.

The entire situation at home and abroad shows that with the
kind of planning, control, organisation, and Government, enormoi
opportunities exist for using the whole of Britain’s existing productive
resources,

It will take years to rebuild the “blitzed” towns of Britain ai
devastated Europe, to build up the ruined economy of occupied Euroj
and China, and to assist in the industrial and agricultural developmen
of all Colonial countries and peoples

The demands for coal, iron and steel locomotives, ships, machin
and machine tools, electrical equipment, agricultural produce, transj
vehicles, motors, textiles and consumer goods of all kinds can
enormous, given the correct policy on the part of the Governme
employers and workers.

If Britain’s productive resources are great, it is as well that they are
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in view of the needs at home and abroad, and the determination of
the people to see that they are satisfied.

Increased ion and i i P of the p
forces is an absolute necessity for even the most modest schemes of
social reform. A mere re-distribution of the national income on a more
socially just basis is not nearly enough to guarantee freedom from
want, even in Britain and America, let alone the backward Colonial
countries and the devastated areas of Europe.

Every man and woman, therefore, who is prepared to fight for
freedom from want must regard the war-time increase of production,
not as a menace to be feared, but as a great ally on their side, cutting
the ground from beneath the feet of those who claim that we cannot
afford Beveridge, cannot afford to build four million houses, cannot
afford to raise the school leaving age and give secondary education
to all.

‘We believe that the whole of Britain’s productive resources can be far
more fully used even under the present, capitalist, system of production.

1t cannot be done if left to the free play of employers; it can be done
by taking all essential measures to organise continuity of production,
regardless of vested interests, measures that relate internal demands with
those from abroad in accordance with the people’s needs, on a basis
of complete i and iti of our igati to
devastated Europe and the Colonial countries.

It demands a complete break with what Mr. Eden rightly called
“ the economic anarchy of the old days,” and the clear recognition that
what has to be done is at the same time the transition to a new stage
in society.

It demands a united Labour movement, leading and winning to its
support every man and woman in the country who is determined to see
there is no return to the * good old days ” of mass unemployment and
all the misery it entails for millions of people.

‘Why is it not regarded in that way by many people today ? Because
in peace-time under capitalism, the fact that the people need
goods and workers are available to make them has never been a
guarantee that the goods would be produced. Production has been
carried on, not to meet the needs of the people, but in the sole interests
of profit. Hence we had poverty in the midst of plenty, food burned
while the people were hungry, miners in the streets while the grates
in the workers’ kitchens were empty. Only in war-time has the
Government stepped in to guide and plan production so that priority
is given to meeting the nation’s needs.
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1t is this planning and controlling of production to meet the n
of the world that is now the decisive question for the people, an
it is upon this aspect of the problem that attention must be focusse
But instead of concentrating on this, a good deal of attention, discussioj
and argument now centres around the question of whether incre
production is a good or a bad thing, to be welcomed or to be deplored,
and widespread apprehensions are voiced.

The fears expressed are confused and contradictory, but four definif
points of view emerge upon examination.

1. Many fear increased i because they ar
afraid that there will be no markel to absorb it. The monopolists whi

other competitors. Of course, they can only achieve this aim
the imposition of tariff barriers, or quotas to keep the market
themselves.

2. Many workers also fear that increased production will mean ti
piling up of goods which cannot be purchased because there will n
be enough purchasing power (i.e., wages will not be high enough)
use up all the products. If this happens it will lead directly to a slumj
the dole, distressed areas and Public Assistance Committees. This w:
the meaning of the poignant cry from one of the lads setting out fol
Normandy, who, on seeing Ernest Bevin, M.P., called out: * Erni
when we have done this job for you, are we coming back to the dole?™

3. The highly-skilled workers fear that increased production means
the increasing introduction of the assembly line, where good worki
more and more become low-paid cogs in the machine.

4. There is a wrong il ion that increased pi in othe
words, a tendency to mass production—means lhat everything
become standardised and ugly, and will lead eventually to the dyil
out of the high standard of workmanship and pride of craftsmanshij
which have always been such an outstanding characteristic of
British working class.

The very fact that these apprehensions exist—and they are expre
every day in speeches of Members of Parliament, the writings
economists, the trade journals of the employers, and the Trade Uni
—is a challenge to the whole nation, one that can be accepted an:
answered.

With regard to the fears of the employers who want to keep prif




THE PROBLEM OF PRODUCTION 27

up by limiting production—on this school of thought we propose to
waste very little time; for it is unthinkable that the British people will
ever permit a return to the days of burning wheat and throwing fish
into the sea, which, in the final analysis, is what limiting production
means.

There is an alternative open to the employers. In the Beveridge
proposals for providing full employment, which were worked out with
the co-operation of the Labour movement, it is proposed to maintain
purchasing power at a higher level than hitherto. That is to say, the
State will provide the effective demand (or “ outlay,” as Beveridge calls
it) to maintain the output of goods needed by the people at a higher
level. Beveridge estimates that had we secured full employment before
the war (i.e., used the productive machine all out), it would have cost
another £400 million, a tenth part of the national income, but we should
have had more schools, better transport, a better cotton industry, and
more efficient coal production to show for it.

The demand for machinery and other capital equiprient does not
directly depend on the purchasing power of the workers, but it can
and must be maintained and increased by bringing Britain’s industries
up to date, helping in the rebuilding of shattered Europe and bringing
forward the industrially backward countries.

Hand in hand with these policies must, of course, go a higher wages
policy; increasing efficiency and higher man-hour productivity must
be matched in higher wages (as the White Paper on Full Employment
recognises). And, as we show below, certain controls must be
maintained to see that this policy is effective.

‘We must see to it, in peace-time as in war-time, that by State
expenditure and control the needs of the people are satisfied, as we
know they can be. -

With regard to the fears of the workers, however, these are very
real ones, with a solid basis in bitter experience.

Many of them believe that in the long run, maybe two years, maybe
five, maybe ten, but eventually, the slump will come and we shall have
to go through the whole process of misery and unemployment again.
We say here and now quite frankly that the only perfect solution is,
of course, the Socialist one, where the entire production of the nation
is so balanced by its consuming power, plus its investment in capital
equipment, that there is never any over-production, and as much as
can be produced by the nation is consumed by it. However, even under

itali: a Gi of Labour and ive forces will know
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much about the nation’s finances which will allow this prcblem‘
booms and slumps to be tackled. Many suggestions have already
made in the recent Government White Paper, and many econom
including Sir William Beveridge, whose report is shortly expected, ha
also made very valuable suggestions. In the main, the following thing
are necessary:

1. A four or five-year-plan for the nation, which will plan our pro
ductive capacity, co-ordinate all the various industries, and bala
our imports and exports; at the same time providing Britain’s con
tribution to the reconstruction and development of other countries,

2. Control of capital investment, i.e., of our new productive equips
ment (both of Government expenditure and of private investment), and
providing Britain’s share in international investment plans.

3. Keeping the consumption power of the people up to the stand
where there will be no surplus of goods. The main means of doing
this is by Trade Union pressure to raise wages as production increases,
supplemented by adequate social security payments.

4. Taking control of some of the main important industries; mining,
railways and steel will have to be either nationalised or put under
some form of control in which the entire structure of the industry
co-ordinated and modernised, with the necessary investment given b}
the Government, and a control of prices and profits so that these key’
industries are working for the benefit of the nation as a whole and not
merely for the shareholders.

These questions are dealt with at length in the chapter, * Britain for
the People.”

If this policy is adopted and the pressure of the people is kept up, s
that no spanners are thrown into the works by the privileged classe:
then apart from occasional or * transfer ” unemployment, there nee
be no mass unemployment.

The third fear of many of the workers, that increased production
and mass-production methods will mean harder work and the re
duction of most of the workers to the status of automatons, where
they have to do is to tighten a nut on the assembly line, is a very g
mistake. While it is true that where most of the workers are unsklll ,
mass pi ion does mean ic motions, in a p
where the workers are becoming more and more educated and s|
as time goes on, it means that the more skilled labour power become:

available, the more machinery is produced to do the automatic work.
Mass production means something else. The skill of craftsmen in
handling great modern machines is much higher than was needed in
{

4
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the old days. The test of skill is not the amount of hard work done,
but the extent to which human toil can be lightened. Modern in-
dustrial developments are enabling the most amazing products to be
produced in bewildering variety, representing an all-round saving of
drudgery and hard physical toil. It means also higher wages and
shorter hours, better factory conditions, and a general raising of the
level of skill and craftsmanship throughout industry.

This is the very essence of the Stakhanovite movement, which does
1ot mean more work and increased effort by the workers, but, on the
contrary, the application of scientific technique to the job, so that
effort is reduced to a minimum, and skill and machinery takes its
place, thus producing much more than before for a minimum output
of labour.

Lastly, mass production and increased output of all the necessities
of life does not mean the standardisation of ugliness. Mass pro-
duction only produces ths type of goods when it is utilised for the sole
purpose of profit, so that things are produced as cheaply as possible.
In a well-planned society, where the main purpose is to serve the benefit
of the nation, mass production can mean flexibility and individuality,
and goods of a high standard. With all the difficulties and limitations
of war-time production, the mass-produced Utility furniture of today
is a tremendous advance on the thinly veneered, shoddy muck which
was all that most young working couples could acquire in pre-Utility
days.

é'f, long as the main aim of production is not profits, we can mass-
produce Spitfires!

The approach we have made here to the problem of production and
how it can be used to its limit is, of course. the exact opposite to that
adopted by the Government and employers after the short-lived trade
boom from 1919 to 1921.

Our policy will produce the opposite results. There will be work and
good wages for all, side by side with decisive measures of social re-
form. It is a policy that takes into account all the new political
features of the present and coming periods. It depends for its success
on the unity and strength of the Labour movement and the willingness
of the employers to co-operate.

If they refuse, the consequences are theirs; but they should do well,
in their own interests, to think twice, as undoubtedly some of them
will, for as Mr. Wendell Willkie pointed out in his recent book “One
World ™

“A great process has started which no man can stop. Men and
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women all over the world are on the march, physically, intellectually

and spiritually. . . . Old fears no longer frighten them.”

They are certainly not going to frighten the working class or the
united Labour movement it is going to create.

In all the arguments here presented, we have been concerned with
the immediate, post-war needs of the people, but if we consider our
ry’s future from a long-term point of view, we see the need for
utilising our productive forces to the full as the only way for Britain to
play a leading part in the advance which the whole world is making.
We shall be a small nation living in a world of great productive units—
America with 130 million people, the Soviet Union with 200 million,
India with 400 million and China with 500 million—all with vast
quantities of raw materials within their own territories. China and
India, and many other countries which have not been developed in-
dustrially, will be rapidly expanding their industries. They will need
all the help they can get from the older industrial countries; and the:
experience, skill and craftsmanship traditional in British workers, as
well as British scientific and technical inventiveness, will be of the
greatest service in the industrial development of the world, which can
keep British industry fully employed for generations.

Will the present powerful groups within the ranks of monopoly
capitalism, who agree with the Twenty-Year Treaty with the Soviet
Union, with the Teheran decisions, the Atlantic Charter, and the new
types of international agreements now being negotiated, be prepared to
fit in and adapt themselves to the new situation?

This aspect was plainly dealt with by the American Federal Reserve
Board, which, in its Bulletin of May, 1944, stated :

“The choice is between high production, high employment and
general prosperity—falling production, serious unemployment,
widespread misery and danger to our institutions.”

We are not called upon to enlarge upon this plain statement of fact,
save to say that the guarantee that the right choice is made depends
upon the rapidity with which all sections of the Labour and progressive
movement can unite their forces to return at the next General Election
a Government and a Parliament with a majority that can represent
the present and future interests of the majority of the British people. -
The responsibility for securing this rests, above all, on the Labour
movement.




GCHAPTER VII
WHO ARE THE PEOPLE?

In the last chapter, we examined the mighty productive forces which
now exist in Britain, and which, rightly used, can guarantee the
fulfilment of all the people’s hopes.

We now have to take into account the way the population of Britain
is made up and the interests it represents, so that we can obtain a clear
picture of who are likely to support a progressive policy, who can be
won to support it, and who will oppose it.

THE CAPITALIST CLASS. Those who form the capitalist class
comprise several groups within the one class as a whole, according to
how they obtain their rent, interest and profit.

First—there are the big industrialists—those who own and control
the key lines of production, iron, steel, coal, shipping, engineering,
aircrat, shipbuilding, motors, electricity. They are organised in big
combines and trusts. Their interests are not confined to one particular
product or one particular country, but are all inter-connected and
range all over the world. They have a finger in every pie. They are
closely identified with landed interests and the banks.

Second—overlapping with the big industrial capitalists—there are
the big financiers who dominate the Bank of England and the five big
banks, as well as the large insurance companies and investment trusts.

‘Third—the great landowners, seventy-seven of whom own 25,000
square miles as direct landlords, nearly 3 per cent of the country’s land,
and who have big industrial and financial interests as well.

These three groups can be described as the dominant group of
monopoly capitalists. In addition to their control of industry, land
and finance at home, their tentacles stretch out to India and all other
Colonial countries. They are linked up with rubber, tin, and other
raw materials and commodities brought from abroad.

They are that section of the population who are in the main in
receipt of over £10,000 a year. There are 8,000 such income recipients:
they got in 1941-42 £170 millions gross, less tax at 1941-42 rates they
get £35 millions which left them with an average net income of £90 a
week. (Figures from Cmd.6438.1943.)

Then we have the capitalists with medi ized i and the
small landowners, forming a group which at the top level of income is
close to the very rich section mentioned above, down to those who are
paying surtax on incomes little more than £2,000 a year. It is difficult
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to tell from the official returns how many of these there are, bv,’
normally the average number of those with incomes over £2,000 a
is about one hundred thousand, including the 8,000 very rich and
several thousand individuals who do not actually own great wealth
property, but draw big salaries in controlling positions in industry
finance, in the civil service and armed forces, in the law courts and thy
Church and in the professions.

These medium-rich people seem very important to us, but they at
very small fry to the big monopolists, though sometimes they acqui
both money and power, especially in some of the newer industries.
But because they are active and in the seats of control, they have to
reckoned with very seriously in weighing up those who go to make the
ruling class. We have seen the reactionary role this type generally
plays, in the example of the late Lord Stamp, and more recently, Sir
John Anderson.

How does the capitalist class administer its rule? The number who
control and carry out the policy on behalf of the whole of them is not,
probably, greater than one thousand. They are the active an
powerful leaders. They hold in their hands various key instruments of
government—the Treasury, Bank of England and the * Big Five™
banks—for managing price levels, control of investment and interest,
and for maintaining the bureaucracy and the State machine, military -
and civil. They control the boards of the big trusts and combines,
they control the Tory Party, and have a powerful influence in the
Liberal Party, the Press and the B.B.C.

They use their wealth and social prestige to good purpose in their
West End Clubs dnd in big country houses like Cliveden, to organise
wire-pulling, corruption and the influencing of the key people to carry.
out in Parliament, Press and foreign countries the policies that will
bring them in the highest rates of profits and safeguard their interests
at home and abroad.

The public schools, especially Eton, Harrow and Winchester and
certain select colleges at the senior Universities of Oxford and Cam-
bridge are intended to train and consolidate each generation of this
ruling clique, so that business associates will also be old schoolfellows,
wearing the old school tie, with all that'this phrase has come to mean.
This helps to reinforce and strengthen the class and social ties that
bind them together, as against the sectional interests that might other-
wise divide them. They also provide the education which produces
reliable and cl: i and inis of the
capitalist class as a whole.
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They exercise a great monopoly in the ownership of the Press. The
Astor family, with big banking and financial interests, owns the Times
and Sunday Observer, the Berry brothers, now Lord Camrose and
Lord Kemsley, with close connections with coal and heavy industry,
own the Daily Telegraph, Sunday Times, Daily Sketch and Western
Mail, and a host of provincial newspapers. The Rothermere family
own the Daily Mail, Evening News, Sunday Dispatch and a chain of
newspapers all over the country. Lord Beaverbrook owns the Daily
Express, Sunday Express and Evening Standard. The Cadbury family,
with big cocoa and chocolate interests, owns the News Chronicle and
Star.

All these powerful instruments of propaganda seek to influence
people’s thoughts in varying degrees in the way most beneficial to the
capitalist class and system.

Finally, there are the smaller capitalists—the small-scale in-
dustrialists, merchants, the farmers with medium-sized farms, and
owners of shops employing a small number of workers. This group,
which totals about a million, has in the main to carry on a continuous
struggle to maintain their position; though their outlook is traditionally
Conservative, they feel the squeeze of the big monopolists, and many
realise that their interests are closely linked with those of the workers;
many are now close to the Labour movement. They are on the whole
unorganised, and have no independent policy; but they are as a rule
anti-fascist and democratic.

They are a considerable political force in elections, but capitalist
policy is determined not by them but by the big monopolists, land-
owners and bankers, and that is why it is with this decisive section that
we have been chiefly concerned in this brief analysis.

THE WORKING CLASS. Immediately we come to make any
analysis of the working class, the class that produces all wealth, we see
at once that they and their families constitute the overwhelming
majority of the nation.

In 1938, the total number of workers (i.e., persons insured for un-
employment) was 14,800,000, to which must be added 400,000 railway
workers. They are grouped in the following industries :

Eolicering ..o 2,237,000
Building and Public Works .. .. .. 1870000

B ot e R RSR 000
Printing . QL ... 446,000

Woodworking .. .. .. .. .. 250000
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Distribution ke L L. 2,096,000
Textiles” .. .. i B . 326,000
Agriculture . ¥ 719,000
Transport et i % . 899,000

The effect of the war has been, in the first place, to bring a larg
number of new people into industry. The total active labour force is
now nearly 25,000,000, of whom about 4,500,000 are in the Armed
Forces and Civil Defence Services. The second important change is
the big increase in technical efficiency, and the third is the big change
in the relative proportion of industrial activities.

Thus, engineering has increased by over 50 per cent, building
decreased to 400,000 men. The fourth big change is the large-s
recruitment to the Trade Unions, in which there are now some ei;
million members. The position of the older type of skilled craft Trad
Unionists has had to be adjusted, not only because of transfers a
dilution, but also because of important technical changes in industry
which are bringing forward a new type of skilled worker, who, whilg
not exactly with the P! an lmpom "

in any of Britain’s p i

The total amount paid in wages has risen from £1,728 millions in
1928 to £2,909 millions in 1944, but we must take into account tl
this includes a large amount of overtime and extra toil and a
remember the increased cost of living and deductions made for Income
Tax. It is a return for additional effort that will be cut out when the
war drive stops. In fact, the additional productivity in war industrie
has equalled, if not surpassed, the rise in the wage packet. Prices hay
gone up, while the percentage of the national income going in wa
has fallen from 51 per cent to 48 per cent. This excludes Forces pa
and incomes into which wages do not enter. (Oxford Institute o
Statistics, Bulletin, 5.7.44.)

A considerable part of the working class is well organised in
various sections of the Labour movement—the Labour Party, Co
munist Party, Trade Unions and Co-operative organisations. It grows
stronger in political and cl plays an
increasingly important part in the affairs of the country as a whole,
and during the war has come to recognise its own power in a way th:
will tolerate no misunderstanding in the future.

It has succeeded in extending collective bargaining during the wai
to industries hitherto largely unorganised, such as distribution, and
some industries has established ifs right to be consulted in what wel
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formerly jealously guarded * managerial functions.” 1t has made great
strides towards unity, as seen in the removal of the “ Black Circular,”
and the admission of women into the A.E.U. Some of the most
reactionary employers, notably the Coal Owners and Ford Combine,
have been brought to heel and compelled to recognise the Trade
Unions. /
While the principal strength of the working class is in the industrial
workers engaged in production, agriculture and transport, there is a
‘ considerable section of so-called * black-coated ™ workers, men and
women clerks, technical workers such as draughtsmen, the lower-paid
grades of scientific workers, and other office workers filling the lower
administrative and managerial grades in business and the Civil Service.
This is a group which shades off into the ** middle-class,” though its
economic position is identical with that of the workers. In this group,
too, considerable strides have been made in Trade Union organisation,
though a great deal remains to be done to link this section of workers
more firmly with the Labour movement.

THE MIDDLE CLASS. Now we come to that section of the popu-

lation commonly known as the middle class because it represents an
' intermediate section between the two main classes, the capitalist class
and the working class.

It, too, falls into various groupings, of which the most important
are: (1) Those who run independent businesses, such as working

and farmers, and i iali on a small
scale; (2) professional people, such as doctors, lawyers, architects, and
so on; and (3) salaried people filling the intermediate positions in
business and the Civil Service, As is natural with a “middle ™ class,
it shades off into the lower ranks of the capitalists at the top, and at
the other end into the working class; but the typical middle class people
enjoy incomes -and a social position which are above those of the
workers, although they cannot in any sense be treated as close to the
big capitalists. In fact, their interests are very close to those of the
working class, especially in relation to the big monopolists who are
constantly undermining their position; and in recent years at least,
large numbers of them have in the main supported anti-fascist, demo-
cratic policies.

How large is the middle class? There are no exact statistics. But it
is known that there are about a million small shopkeepers, small
employers and working farmers, and there are perhaps another million
professional people and people in administrative posts carrying salaries
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that would put them into the “ middle class.” With their families, the
middle class is about one-tenth of the population. ¥

What lessons can be drawn from a study of these facts? A

1. The principal sources of Britain’s prosperity, land, industries and
transport, are owned by a mere handful of people, organised,
dominated and led by the big monopolists, having at their dispos
powerful means in support and defence of rent, interest and profit.

If any still doubt this, let us quote what the Economist, Decemb:
25th, 1943, had to say:

“The most complete estimates of the distribution of property in
Great Britain are those published by Mr. H. Campion shortly befo
the war.* Mr. Campion’s definition of property is a wide one, in=
cluding land, houses and buildings, the capital of industry, transpo;
commerce, finance and agriculture, railways, British and foreigs
Government securities, other overseas investments, furniture and
movable property. The total of private property in 1936 is estimate
at between 15,853 and £17,548 millions. Of this total an amoun
estimated at between £14,604 and £14,613 millions was held
between 1,727,000 and 1,874,000 persons, each of whom held
over £1,000, and these persons were between 6.8 and 7.4
cent of the total number of persons over the age of 2
These estimates are in close agreement with Sir William Beveridge!
rounder figures. That 84.5 per cent of the private property of

many people. It will be still more of a surprise to learn that it is
necessary to go as low as a holding of £1,000 to include even as mul
as 7.1 per cent of the persons. Those holding over £10,000, who ai
1 per cent of the persons, own 55.8 per cent of the private prop

Great Britain in 1932-34 (excluding the value of roads, armament
and securities held by local authorities) was between £2,455 anc
£3,325 millions. 3
“As a rough statement therefore, it can be said that 1,800,00
persons who are 7 per cent of the adult persons in the country owi
85 per cent of the private property and draw 28 per cent of thi
individual incomes of the country.” 3
(Economist, December 25, 1943.)

* “ Public and Private Property in Great Britain,” by H. Campion, Oxfo
University Press, 1939. F
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But powerful as they are the capitalist class has now. o face a new
situation, one that has never confronted it before. What effect has the
war economy had on the I ically this
section has become stronger as compared with the smaller business
men. The directors of Production who plan Government orders, the
controllers on the principal National Control Boards, and the Govern-
ment Ministers in the key positions, have been drawn from their ranks
—men like Sir James Lithgow in shipbuilding, Sir Andrew Duncan at
the Ministry of Supply, nominees of the Unilever combine at the
Ministry of Food, representatives of LC.I in sixty-one key control
positions, and Sir John Anderson, formerly connected with Vickers and
L.C.I, whose record of political reaction is known all over the world,
as Chancellor of the Exchequer.

In the national control organisations the monopolists have had an
opportunity to learn the secrets of their competitors, fix high prices,
consolidate their trade associations, and in general to do themselves
and their interests very well.

But in relation to the world situation in general and the developing
political perspective in Britain they have become weaker. Firstly, they
are weaker in relation to the United States and the Dominions, both
through the growth of competing productive forces and the sale of
British investments. Secondly, they are politically weaker because of
the defeat of fascism, the increasing role and influence of the Soviet
Union in world affairs, and the coming emergence of democratic
Governments all over Europe. Thirdly, because of the growth in
the political consciousness and organisation of the working class
during the war; and they have also lost ideological control over large
sections of the middle class, who are now organising in professional
trade unions to an increasing extent. This advance of the workers is
always a danger to the monopolists in a period of full employment,
but the political dangers this time are something new and more
formidable than ever before.

At the same time the dominant section of the capitalist class face
difficulties in reorganising their own forces.

The Society of Individualists, the National League of Freedom, the
Economic League, the Right-wingers of the Tory and Liberal Parties.
people like Lord Elton and the Earl of Glasgow, the chairmen of
property companies, investment trusts, electricity combines and
insurance concerns, all try to play their own game. - They talk loudly
about “ freedom,” but they mean freedom from any kind of control
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and restraint of their effort to enrich themselves at the expense of
rest of the community. 3
The pressure of the people has on more lh.m one occasion beer
able to use the and d ge, to mod
or change the pohcy of the big monopolls!s dnd the Tory Pany,
for example, in relation to Hitler, the Soviet Union and varioy
measures of social reform. What has been done once can be don
again. The capitalists are more divided than they have ever been,
The opportunities for workers are correspondingly greater.

2. The consequences of Government control merit careful study. I
the course of the war, State controls over imports and exports, supplies
and production, prices and distribution, have been of the greate
service to the people, and to their fight against fascism. At the
time, however, because of the influence of big business in Parliamen
and the Government, State control has given some big advantages te
the monopolists, and if only they could be sure it would always b
their State, and their Government, as people like Sir John Anderso
will always want to secure, they would be wholcheartedly in favoun
of continuing control. But they don’t feel sure, and therefore they
don’t want to be held publicly accountable for their actions—
would rather move out of Whitehall to their own secluded board
rooms where they cannot be ordered to render an account of thei
doings to Parliament.

Under Parliamentary democr.uy after the war, State control could
still serve the monopolists if there is a Tory majority, or if the Labous
movement has Mondist illusions of salvation through giving way ¢
the policy of big business. But with a Parliament dominated by |
Labour and progressive majority with their representatives in the kej
and a united and wdtchl‘ul Labour movement outside

many of the feel that even existing controls
are still dangerous. Hence the Government’s White Paper on Employ
ment, representing a compromise between the various views,
distinguished by its advocacy of the lifting of control as soon
possible, the restoration of the ‘“blind economic forces™ and
minimum of planning. The monopolists are afraid that in the post
war world they will be more planned against than planning if the idea’
once catches on that economic forces can be organised and got under:
control. If they could establish for themselves once again a Toi
majority in Parliament they might change their tune.

3. The working class and their families make up the great majority
of the natien, and upon them in war as in pre-war days, the greate
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have been placed. It is from their ranks that the greatest
:3:;:: sz aol:\r fighting e are drawn, it is their families who suffer
the greatest casualties; it is their 1dFas and_ labour in the war that !’mv;
brought about miracles in productive achle\_’emenl(when one considers
the out-of-date character of so much of Britain’s mdustnal_ pla_m, and
the bitter opposition of reactionary employers towards considering any
constructive part in the planning and organisation of industry that the
workers above all others are capable of undertaking. It is the workers
and their families who have borne the chief brunt of the air-raids and
flying-bomb, and hundreds of thousands of Ihe_lr homes have been
destroyed, their precious household goods, acquired as a result of a
lifetime of sacrifice, blown sky high in a few minutes. It is their wives
who have to queue for weary hours for rationed goods, and it is their
women folk who have gone by the million into industry, and, as is
now rightly recognised, have played a most important role throughout
every aspect of the war effort.

Much has been said about the high wages the workers are alleged
to have drawn, but few mention the long hours, the arduous toil, the
increased output, the increased cost of living or the heavy deductions
taken from their wages in income tax. It is their work, sacrifice,
powers of endurance, and initiative in the factories that have enabled
us to reach the present position where victory over fascism is in sight.
And it is the workers and their families who will also in peace-t be
that mighty constructive force in the country that will enable us to
proceed to new conquests over poverty and unemployment and in-
security, win closer co-operation with the peoples of the world and be
the indestructible bastion against any further rise of reaction, either at
home or abroad, that can jeopardise the future peace of the world.

In the course of the war we have already seen certain new features
arise in the fight to enforce the ideas and demands of the workers on
both the employers and the Government. The workers in Joint
Production Committees have gone further than ever before in getting
a say in the actual organisation of production. They have begun to
check, control and constructively improve on the organisation of the
nation’s productive machine.

We have seen how, beginning within a single factory and by putting
pressure on a single employer, the workers have found it necessary to
20 beyond this. They have had to tackle the higher organisation of
production, challenge the planning by Government departments and
expose the inefficiency of managements in a manner that has com-
pelled widespread public attention and support and forced the
Government to take drastic action
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They have had to over-ride the barriers between separate con
aircraft firms and get a pooling of common experience and know
by bringing all Joint Production Committees together, as we saw
case of the production of the Lancaster bomber. The result wa
working out of a common plan that enabled a more rapid outp
this bomber at a very vital time in the conduct of the war.
Their activity in linking up one factory with another has fo
Government to establish Boards to co-ordinate production, ang
done something to cut through the jungle of vested interests a
more orderly allocation of contracts. In some cases it has led te
Government having to take over control of various firms.

Thus, in the new conditions we now have to face, the struggle b
to take on a new character, where small factory issues can
0 a point where they become matters of national concern which
only be put right by national control and planning.

4. The people of the middle class have to make up their minds.
political line they mean to follow, that of the capitalist class o
working class. However much some of them believe there is a m
course or an independent role for them to pursue, such is not the
as all experience goes to prove. They are dependent upon the
events brought about by the strength of the capitalist class or
working class.
Already we can see significant signs of the realisation of where
true interests lie, in the way that so many members of the middle ¢
and their professional organisations are now allying themselves
the Trade Union Congress, and becoming members of the
Labour and Communist Parties or of Common Wealth.
It represents the kncwkdge out of bitter cxpcrl:nc
existing acts as a restri
aspects of life that they are especially interested in, and cond
the majority to low salaries and great insecurity because they
as well organised as the working class. Added to this is the
of the Soviet Union and the way it has solved some of the
problems still confronting Britain, as well as its part in the war.

They are looking for an alternative to the restoration of the
war system. It is up to the Labour movement to convince them {
their only future lies with the Labour and progressive forces of Brit
working for social advance and for Socialism.

e thnt, u
ce on a

5. The decisive issue for the whole population is what econ
and political policy will be adopted by the Government, the capits
class and the working class in the post-war period
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(he immense possibilities that exist in Britain and
ughout the world for an expansion of production, provided that it
!h[:ccgnmpanicd by an expansion in the living and working conditions
::f the people and the carrying through of an extensive and far-reaching
series of social reforms.
6. The issue facing Britain can be stated simply. Is the post-war
¢ o be like that which monopoly capitalism was allowed to
after the last war, or one suited to the totally different conditions

We have see

policy
pursue
that exist in 19447

Let us recall what happened after the last war, and why the memory
of it so deeply seared into the workers’ minds. As soon as the short-
lived post-war trade boom was over, the employers _commenced the
most vicious attack on the workers’ wages and conditions : the most
terrible cutting of social services and unemployment benefit took place.
Britain’s main industries were reduced to a secondary position, pro-
ducing distressed areas and mass unemployment. Shipyards were
closed down, cotton mills destroyed, invention was restricted, splendid
machinery and plants smashed up. People were made poor, malnu-

trition and squalor increased. Two Labour Governments were brought

down by the unscrupulous use of the power of the Press and finance.
In short, between the two wars capitalism brought endless misery and
suffering to a majority of the people.

Capitalism was responsible for strikes and lock-outs, the General
Strike, the Trade Disputes Act, the severance of relations with the
Soviet Union.

7. If it is not to happen again certain essential facts must be grasped
and acted upon accordingly. First, there must be an entirely different
kind of Parliament in Britain, one in which the domination of 265
Tories, holding 512 directorships, is brought to an end. Whatever the
title or composition of the new Government—and that can only be
determined as a result of the General Election—it must rest upon a
solid Labour and Progressive majority, one that has gained the support
of all that is best in the country, irrespective of their class or social
connections. It must be backed by similar majorities in all local and
county authorities, and by a mass movement throughout the country.

Such a Government will not only have to plan and guide the entire
policy of the nation, but will also have to ensure that all key positions
of the Government and Civil Service shall be occupied by trusted
representatives who will carry out its policy and avoid the scandal of
blackmail to which the two Labour Governments were subjected by the
Treasury and the City of London in 1924 and 1929.



CHAPTER VIII
BRITAIN FOR THE PEOPL

Robert Blatchford once created a tremendous political ferment
a book called Britain for the British. Today, a majority of the.
intend to win Britain for the People, a Britain in which we li
work in peace and friendship with the peoples of the world, and.
for ourselves nothing we will not support others in obtaining.
The people want jobs for all, good wages and shorter hours,
want homes, social security and a healthy nation. They want
for all, a conception of life that is not just work, bread and
one which provides great opportunities for leisure and recreation,
cultural interests and facilities through which all the genius and
of the working people can have full scope.
They want for their children a democratic educational system
the nursery school to the University, unfettered by wealth and ¢
privilege or reactionary religious bias, an education which fits
young to become the splendid citizens of tomorrow, strength
whatever trade or profession to which they care to turn their haj
and brains by the knowledge that they are working anl building.
new way for a new Britain; education that inspires and enlarges
and creates dissatisfaction and resentment at things that are wrong
could so easily be put right.
The people want a fuller life, want to be able to enjoy all
rich take for granted as their exclusive rights—to travel and st
enjoy the arts and master science, to have in their homes.
comforts and pleasures which the rich want in theirs.
The people want to see an extension of democracy throughou
their institutions and the ending of class privilege and snobbery.
want to take part in the administration of their own country
the organisation of their own lives. For many years, the people
shown, in the conduct of their Trade Unions and Co-o]
organisations, their administrative work in Parliament and in
Authorities, that they have greater abilities than Liberals, To
so-called Independents and Moderates.
During the war, this democracy has been considerably extondedtl
the work of numerous Government Committees, Civil Def:nce,
‘Watching, Home Guard, Canteen Committees, Evacuation Comi
Shelter Committees, but above all the Joint Production Committees,
people have shown how they can make democratic organisation
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his country would not now possess the magnificent equipment it has
* without the jons for avoiding bottl ks and for the smooth

Norking of industry put forward by the workers on the job.
Democracy has meant not merely voting, but the administration of
things by the people themselves. { :

The people strongly desire to see this experience carried forward in
eace-time reconstruction, and it is in the interests of the nation that
‘this should be amply provided for in the post-war plans.

The people want peace. They want to live as good neighbours with
the peoples of the world. They are ashamed at the appalling contrast
between the conditions we have, nmpe_r_fect as they are, and those we
jmpose on countries we claim as British Colonial possessions. The
people understand that there can be no real peace, democracy or free-
dom for themselves, so long as they are forced to acquiesce in dehying
the same rights to others, and in the enslavement and exploitation of

[ other peoples.
B How can it be done? We reply, by a Government based on a

Labour and progressive majority in Parliament, commanding the
support of all, whatever class or section they represent, who desire that
the lessons of the war shall be learnt and applied in the peace.

Such a Government will be backed outside Parliament by a united
and powerful Labour, Trade Union and Co-operative movement, of
| \Which the Communist Party will be recognised as an integral part. It
will be backed by the will and determination of the people, expressing
jtself also in the winning of majorities on Local and County Authori-

ties, so that the general policy animating progress in Parliament and
[ industry will be supplemented and reinforced by all organs of Local
‘Government.

Such a Government will have to challenge the right of a few big

hy business men, controlling important industrial and financial concerns,

to use or misuse our national resources as they think fit. The first duty

of the Government will be to see that use is made of the productive

ability and skill of every man and woman, that our industries are

developed and brought up to date, that the new factories and machines.

we have acquired during the war are used to increase the wealth of the
nation as a whole.

To do that, the Government will have to own some important
industries and businesses, and exercise strict control over others. It
must determine what are the most urgent needs, and set industry to
work on them. It must spend money for school hospitals and houses
as fearlessly as the Government has done during the war far Spitfires
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and Churchill tanks, and it must encourage the raising of wages
living standards all round, for this is the surest way to prevent s}
and unemployment.

During the war, no one would tolerate a Government which allo
aircraft workers to stand idle, and let the flying bombs get throug
because “we can’t afford any more Typhoons,” or because *
company doesn’t think it would pay to build any more.” There is n
need to tolerate it in peace-time either. .

Instead of the sovereign power of a few big business men,
Government must assert the sovereign power of the people.

It is generally recognised that you cannot solve the problems arisin
from the growth of monopoly control in certain vital industries by a
strokg of the pen, and return to the days of free competition
individual ownership. On the other hand, a point has now b
reached where in a number of such industries their control by the
monopolists has become a fetter on production and prevents their
usage to the maximum possibilities, with the result that public opi
is moving strongly in the direction of demanding social control.
however, can only be effective on the basis of their public ownership.
We have reached a position in which only through the nationalisation
of such industries can there be any real planning or full and efficien
use of these productive resources for the satisfaction of the needs of
the people at home and abroad.

What, therefore, are the immediate steps that such a Government
should carry out, in alliance with its supporters outside Parliament?

It must take over ownership of certain key industries—coal and
power, transport, iron and steel, the land and the banks, in order to
guarantee the success of any plans for using our productive Tesourcesg
to the full, and raising our standards of life.

The people are ready for such measures. They have seen from their
own experience that nothing less can give the nation what it needs.
For years past they have observed the growth of larger and larger
companies, the steady development towards trusts and combines, until
the power to decide exactly how much Britain shall produce and at
what price is concentrated in the hands of a few men. The people
recognise the danger of plans made by ‘these monopolists, who do not
plan production according to the people’s needs but according to what
will yield the greatest profit, who have been responsible for so much
unemployment, stagnation and waste in the years before the war. But
the people recognise, too, that the day has gone by for unplanned
economy. With the immense scale of our productive resources, the
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huge and complex organisation of industry at home and throughout
the world, there can be no progress or security without planning, and
only a Government representing the people can be trusted to plan in
their interests.

For example, we cannot build a prosperous Britain on the basis of
a decayed mining industry, where conditions are so bad that the next
generation loathes the idea of working in it. It is possible to provide
conditions that will make mining an attractive career, and at the same
time give industry plentiful supplies of coal and coal products at
reasonable prices. But this cannot be done on the basis of the private
ownership and private profit-making which has reduced one of our
greatest national assets, the coalfields, to their present ramshackle,
chaotic and inefficient condition. Putting the coalfields on a sound
footing is a job beyond the vision or resources of the present owners.
They must be replanned as a whole, without considerations of quick
profit. The new shafts must be sunk, the machinery put where the mining
engineers think it is needed, not where it suits financial interests. Only
in this way can we get an efficient industry upon which the power,
chemical and all coal-using industries can be securely founded.

A nationalised fuel industry, including gas and electric power, with
the Local Authorities controlling their distribution, would make it
possible to develop a whole number of new industries such as plastics
and light metals, to transform farms and villages and end the crowding
of the whole family in the kitchen because it can't afford to keep two
fires going. So national control of the coal industry will increase the
wealth of the nation as a whole.

Tn demanding this, we shall have the support not only of the miners
but of the whole Labour and of many I-usi i
which have been retarded because of the high price of their fuel.

The steel industry, like the coal industry, is the basis for almost all
manufactured goods. The whole scale of industrial production in
peace-time and the size of armies in war-time is limited by the size of
the steel industry, which at present is controlled by one of the tightest
and most restrictive price-fixing monopolies in Britain.

During the war, the steel ring has been able to avoid expanding its
basic production at all. It has operated with one eye on the post-war
period and the need at all costs to avoid “ surplus capacity ™ because of
its fear of over-production. It has left us dependent at the most critical
stages of the war on steel imported from America. Already before the
war, protected behind a tariff, it had made British steel about the
dearest in the world, as the motor manufacturers, for instance, com-
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plained, and since the war it has been able to boost prices still higher. |
Its slogan of * high prices and low production ™ goes along with serious
technical backwardness, which nevertheless allows it to make huge
profits at the expense of the steel-using industries. The high price of
the all-steel * Portal House™ is an outstanding example—in a £6m
house no less than £175 is for steel.

Left in private hands, the steel monopoly would be a most serio
obstacle to re-equipping our own industry and developing our most
valuable exports—engineering products. It is also one of the alrong«
holds of the monopolists, and its leading personalities are (like.
coalowners, with whom they are close]y inter-connected) associ:
with the most y and pro-f: ies in our political
life. National ownership of steel would open out immense new pos
bilities for the engineering and shipbuilding industries, and its rapid
modernisation on the lines of the best American and Soviet plants
would be felt to advantage right through the economic system.

Inland transport is the life-line of Britain. It affects the price of
every product, and has a tremendous influence on the siting of industry
and the planning of towns. With the growth of cities many workers
spend the equivalent of one full working day a week travelling to and |
from work, often in extreme discomfort. Bad transport is second only
to bad housing in harmful affects on our daily lives.

Our transport system at present is a drag on the efficiency of our
whole industry. On the one hand there is wasteful competition between
railways and road haulage and canals, which bars the way to national
development of any kind. On the other, the railways exploit their
monopoly position for carrying many classes of goods, and their
financial links with the bus companies, to charge high fares and
freights, while neglecting electrification, larger wagons and other
improvements, so long as they wring out year after year immense sums
in interest and dividends. The costs of transport in Britain are believed
to be four times as great as in America. Moreover, the working con-
ditions in rail and road haulage, at least, are among the poorest in any
major industry.

Only a unified national lranspmz system can overcome the wasteful
overlapping between road and rail. The Government would therefore
nationalise the railways and Innu d ance road haul docks, internal
air-lines, canals and coastwise shipping, and organise them as a unified
system. It would take over the bus companies and transfer local
services to Local Authority control, for the Local Councils are in the
best position to know what services their people need, Firms would
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continue to operate their own lorries, and the §x\1all lorry-owner could
continue to provide a useful service in short-distance haulage.

1t would be a long overdue measure of social justice if these measures
of nationalisation were carried through without compensation, but we
do not propse to raise that issue, because it would provoke political
differences that might hold back the progress the people are waiung to
realise. But whatever terms of compensation are decided upon, it is
essential that the private stockholders should not be bought out with
stock in the national undertakings, but with general State bonds which
will carry a lower rate of interest. In this way, the finance of
nationalisation should ensure a i burden of unr i
charges, and increase funds available for development and for im-
proving the conditions of the workers, while the private stockholders
would cease to have any voice in how the nationally-owned industry
should be run.

The management of every nationalised industry must be directly
responsible to a Minister, and, through him, to Parliament. lts
directors and executive officers must be appointed on the basis of
efficiency and qualifications for the job, and not because they used to
be financially interested in the industry when it was privately owned.
The fullest opportunity must be given to the Trade Unions, at all levels,
to play their part in improving the service and in enlisting the know-
ledge and initiative of the workers on the job. The nationalised
industries will not be centralised bureaucratic machines run from
Whitehall; their task will be to serve the people, to draw the people into
their administration at every level, and to submit their record and their
plans for popular approval, so that the strengthening of production and
the extension of democracy proceed side by side. The idea of running
a nationalised industry like any other business, free from popular
control and without direct Parliamentary responsibility, is a most un-
businesslike fallacy which would produce not efficiency but stagnation,
and defeat the purpose of national ownership,

With national ownership of the land, Local Authorities will be able
to replan our towns and cities as places that are pleasant to live in,
not, as so many are today, one or two expensive “ residential ” suburbs
and the rest drab and congested. Instead of having to build new
workers’ houses on the cheafest sites available—the *“ odd lots " near
railways and canal banks or factories—they will be able to plan houses
and gardens and shopping centres so that it all fits in, and makes a
town which is not only easy on the eye, but easy to live in, to get to
work in, and to bring up a family in. It is also essential in order to
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cut down the heavy price of land which is a main cause of high rents,

National ownership of the land, with security of tenure for efficient
farmers, whether tenants or owner-occupiers, is essential to any real
policy of consolidating the war-time advances made in agricultural
production, and developing them still further.

War needs have resulted in an increase of 70 per cent in food pro.
duction, with a better standard of nutrition for many sections of the
people as a result of more equitable distribution of the available
supplies. The prospect of world food shortage immediately after thy
war, and the need for industrial development, will make essential the.
maintenance and extension of agricultural progress. )

There must be a national food policy designed to secure completely
adequate nutrition for the entire population. If our land resources are
fully utilised for maximum production, British agriculture can make a
still larger contribution towards feeding the people.

This means a complete break with the pre-war policy which relegated
agriculture to a secondary position, allowed millions of acres to go
out of cultivation, relied mainly on high imports of foodstuffs and
sought to maintain with subsidies a limited British agriculture.

Such a basic change in the position of agriculture will require a buld‘
and far-reaching policy. It is necessary to remedy the root causes of
inefficiency by a planned development. This will require capital and -
state aid, and the removal of unnecessary burdens, including those
arising from the private ownership of land.

The war-time advance has been secured by the development of a
balanced agriculture, by the ploughing up of land, and by the policy.
of * taking the plough round the farm.” The extension of this process.
after the war will make it possible for us to provide all the milk, eggs
and vegetables which we require, as well as more meat and a sub-
stantial increase in cereals, including wheat.

This policy involves, first, the planning of production on a national -
scale, with participation of the farmers and farm workers through the
County Agricultural Committees, which must be reorganised on a
democratic basis with increased representation of the working farmers
and farm workers; second, special assistance to the small men, who
form the majority of farmers, with the fullest encouragement and
assistance for joint purchase of requirements and sale of products,
provision of village granaries and fertiliser depots, pooling of
machinery and joint cropping; and, third, recognition of the fact that
private ownership of the land imposes unnecessarily heavy burdens and
will obstruct the full development of our policy at every point.
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The power of the financial centre had shaped not only the develop-
ment of industry but the actions of Governments in t_he past. The
banks used their power to influence the development of industry in the
1030s to finance companics to restrict output, close shipyards, scrap
cotton mills and build up a high-price monopoly. National c_ontrol of
the banking system is needed to direct a steady flow of credit at low
rates of interest to the expansion of new industries, the re-equipment
of the mines and cotton mills, the encouragement of new enterprises in
the former Distressed Areas, and the building of houses. National
ownership of the Bank of England, which acts as backer both to the
Government and the other banks, is needed, so that ﬁqancc becomes
the servant of a progressive Government and never again, as in 1931,
the weapon with which a Labour Government is brought down.

Along with the banks, the Government must take over the great
industrial assurance companies, whose control of the savings of millions
of workers has made them an immense financial power. Beveridge has
shown how necessary such a step is to end the waste of workers’ money
in unnecessary administrative expenses and huge dividends to the share-
holders. It is still more necessary in view of the powerful reactionary
role of these companies as investors.

Ownership of the banks will in itself put the Government in a
position to influence where and when much of the new investment
shall take place and where the new factories and machines are to be
placed. But many of the most powerful companies today have built
up out of their surplus profits immense funds which can be used to
re-equip their old factories and build new ones without ever needing
to borrow from the banks or raise money through the Stock Exchange.
Their investment plans, too, must be controlled by the Government
through a National Investment Board, so that there will be no
disorganisation and waste of the nation’s resources, but first things
will come first—houses before luxury flats, and new factories for the
old industrial areas getting their right place in the plan. No firm must
be allowed to put any new major development into effect without a
licence from this Central Board.

Only on this basis can we abolish the violent fluctuation in the level
of investment from year to year which is so often the cause of
disastrous slumps. A Government which directly owns some of the
main investing industries, which controls the flow of credit and which
exercises a firm direction over all large schemes of capital construction
can do a great deal to maintain full employment,

With these strong-points firmly in its hands, the Government and
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the people will be in a position to control their economic destinies to a
greater extent than ever before. This does not mean the end of
capitalism, but it does mean taking away from a small group of:

employed or thrust on to the streets at their bidding.
The capitalists will still make profits, but they will not be free to
those profits just as they like, and those who cannot make profits
pay decent wages at the same time, will have to do without the profits
They will be weaker, and the working people will be stronger.
On this basis the Government must guide and plan the whole cours
of production in accordance with its policy at home and abroad.
people have seen in two wars that in this supreme national cri
private enterprise is immediately unable to safeguard the defence an
well-being of the country. The State has to step in, to plan what is
wanted, to build its own factories, to give the orders; has, in shoit,
to plan and unify the whole production of the nation. 1
The State must take the same responsibility in time of peace.
this basis, the State would :
1. Prepare a guiding plan for production in peace-time, set targets
and objectives, satisfying urgent needs first.
2. Make bulk purchases of essential goods, particularly housing
materials, food and clothing. The organisation of distribution shoul
be carried out so as to ensure that supplies are fairly shared.
3. Allocate supplies according to the importance or urgency of
work to be done.

4. Make full use of existing plant, including that of small
medium producers, in allocating contracts. A
5. Turn State war factories over to peace-time use wherever possxb
6. Make State aid and credits available to enterprises for n¢
developments that would benefit the public. B

7. Give special encouragement to new industrial development in
former Distressed Areas.
8. Utlllse the controlling bodies lo ensure ‘hc fulfilment of
reduc

pr costs,

W promote efficiency.

Control of Privately Owned Industries. It will not be necessary
own every industry to carry out such a policy. Monopoly capitalis
will still exist, though great inroads will have been made into its pows
but monopolists and speculz'c s will not be allowed the supreme an
unchecked. power they had betore the war.
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il essary to maintain efficient price-controlling machinery,
solmi“c:z:c;ricesyand profits can be checked by the Government
This method has been successful during the war in preventing the
crazy sky-rocketing of prices for food and clothing that went on during
and after the last war, and in develop_ing mass production of ** Utility
goods, There is every reason why it should be part of the Govern-
ment's job in normal |imcs: not only to protect the people against
profiteering, but to standardise good qual_xly products and to press [or
the speediest introduction of new technical methods that can bring
prices down and make the nation richer in real wealth.

We have had examples of how this might be done in * Utility
production, and to some extent with the factory-made house, but the
weakness has been that in the monopolised industries, the comml_o(
prices has been left far too much to the judgmcntl of the monopolists
themselves, The price controls of the post-war period must not be left
to the monopolists to operate as they see fit. Use can be made of
Co-operators, business men from other industries, Civil Servants and
Trade Unionists, to establish a much stronger and more independent
central control which would not only see whether existing prices were
vielding an excessive profit, but whether they could be brought down
if output were increased and more efficient methods used.

A famous American banker once said that bankers don't like new
inventions because they make banking unsafe. Of course, when a
firm has a factory that is making profits out of boots at £1 a pair, and
someone invents a machine that can turn them out for sale at 10s.
@a pair, it's bad business for the company and its banker, but good
business for the people. One of the worst sides of private monopolies
is that they own or buy up new inventions which they will neither use
themselves nor allow any other company to use. Legislation must be
introduced to make this illegal and to free new inventions for use
by all those who are prepared to develop them.

There must be the closest Government control of international
agreements affecting trusts and combines. Never again must we allow
great combines—* states within a state "—to conclude agreements
which divide up world markets between them so as to maintain high
prices and low production, without ever consulting or even informing
peoples and Parliaments. We have seen revealed in the investigations
of the American Government how cartel agreements with German
industries hindered our defence and prevented the United Nations
from developing aluminium, synthetic rubber and other industries
valuable for war, but also for peace, Economic relations between
pations must be settled by the Governments in the interests of raising
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monopoly power. What is needed is continuous Govemment enq
into the activities of trusts and combines and full and fearless publ
tion of the results. (There has been no official investigation of
actions in Britain for over twenty years.) Above all, the Governn
must keep and use whenever necessary, the power it now has
nominate directors to the boards of big concerns, to replace them
their conduct of the business is unsatisfactory, and, if neces:
take it over altogether, as was done with Short’s aircraft factory.

The Government will ensure jobs for all by increasing purch:
power and living standards, and making war on restriction and

produced in bulk to be re-sold to the public.

the small manufacturer the assurance he needs to expand produ
and guarantee good-quality products at low prices. e
The Government will fight against crises and unemplcyment, n
only by maintaining control, but also by increasing the purchasir
power of the people, and this it will do, as far as Britain is concerne
largely by encouraging and aiding the work of the Trade Unions ax
the Co~operalive movement.
e war, the amount the worker produces every hour
mcreased much faster than his wages. In many industries, men o
women workers, paid at semi-skilled rates, are turning out, with ne
machinery, more than the most skilled craftsman could do in the pas
The working people as a whole could produce at least 30 per ce
per hour more than pre-war. We shall need to raise wages so that
can also buy more. This is necessary to raise living standards and
prevent crises and unemployment. For after the war, it will be |
money the people have to spend that gives industry a great hon
market and provides jobs for everyone. Pressure of the Trade Un
for better wages and shorter hours’ will be one of the main for
reor and technical imp

It will not be the Government's job alone to mckle this probl
The Trade Unions will have a great part to play in securing bett
conditions for their members, but the Government can and will hel
their work forward.
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ent will free the Trade Unions from the legal fetters
‘,;T.x %"’avt:leem[r;spmcs Act of 1927 and Regulation 1AA., but it will
her, and compel the employers by law, as Roosevelt has
i nited States, to recognise and negotiate with the Unions.
fﬁ.’ii.i"agl;ﬁems will be legally enforced as a minimum standard (as
has been done to some extent during the war) in order to end the
scandal of the anti-Trade Union employer who is able to under‘cut
firms which keep the rules. This will also encourage Trade Union
organisation where the Unions are still weak. The Government will
compel the employers to recognise the Shop Stewards and Works
Committees as part of the general recognition of the Trade Unions.
It will safeguard the Shop S(Ewar_ds against victimisation, for they have
proved over and over again during the war that they can be the eyes
and ears of a democratic Government control on the job.

The Government will introduce legislation for a 40-hour working
week as the maximum normal hours, and at least two weeks’ holiday
a year with pay, not counting public holidays. The right to leisure
and enjoyment will transform the lives of millions and allow them to
develop new interests for the first time. The 40-hour week in France
before the war resulted in a flowering of working-class life such as
had never been seen before; not merely political life, but every kind
of activity—sport, cycling, workers’ Universities, theatres, holiday
homes in the mountains—all sprang up. It would be the same here.
We should hear much less complaining that working people “ weren’t
interested ” once they got a little more of the leisure that every
well-to-do person takes for granted and has to excess, and the work
of democratic organisation, Local Councils, Trade Unions and
Co-operatives would become far more effective when the workers
were not too exhausted to take part in them adequately.

Alongside higher standards for those at work, the Government will
guarantee security for those who are unable to work through sickness,
disablement or old age. The Beveridge proposals are a beginning on
which all progressive people will agree, but the Government can do
more than this. It could immediately carry out the plans for a
National Health service with only one kind of treatment for everyone
—the best. Instead of queueing for a hurried consultation in a crowded
surgery, or relying on the patent medicine advertisements for doctoring,
the worker’s ailments would be diagnosed by his own doctor in a
well-equipped Health Centre, with all the facilities for testing and
special treatment which make medicine a science, and for which the
wealthy pay their twenty guineas in Harley Street.

The school-leaving age would be raised to 16 immediately. The

go much furt
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building of new schools would be accelerated and generous
given for training more teachers, so that there can be smaller ¢
and every child can get the individual attention it needs.

The national production plan must give high priority to school
hospital building, and to training teachers and nurses. s
The principles of these reforms are widely agreed on.
needed is to get them carried through speedily and on a genero
That needs a bold and generous financial policy. Where
Government get the money to do all these things? Won't i
running up a huge National Debt and impoverishing the peop
is a bogey that has often been used to frighten the workers off der
ing big social reforms, but fact it is no more difficult fo
Government to spend money in peace-time than in war-tim
it is not afraid of taxing the rich. y
‘What we call the National Debt is for the most part nal
which Britain owes to any foreign country, but money which
Governments have borrowed within Britain, mainly from the p
of the rich, to finance those of its activities which were not p
at once by taxation. Most of it was used to pay for wars,
interest paid on this money is now about £500 millions a
It is paid out of our taxes, mainly into the bank accounts o
well-to-do. Small savings make up only a small proportion of the {
The Government we want to see will not be frightened
National Debt. First of all it will see to it that the whole n
income is maintained and increased by the measures it takes to cor
production and provide jobs for everyone. If our national inco
be kept at anything like the present level, and if we no longer have
spend £4,000 millions a year on the war, we can prevent the Natio
Debt interest of £500 millions a year being made the pretext thro
which attacks are made on the workers' standards of living. 5

It is estimated that no less than £450 millions out of the £500
interest payable each year on money loaned goes to rich people, Iz
companies and banks. While the Government will have to Kk
taxation of the rich at a high level, it can also secure a sub
reduction in the burden of the National Debt through such a me
as a capital levy on the rich. That portion of the National Debt
is held by working people, and repfesents genuine savings agai
rainy day, would not be affected.

The Government would immediately reduce the £1,000 millions
indirect taxes which fall mainly on the working class—their beer
tobacco, their sugar and matches, their tea and cocoa—and raise
limit below which incomes are taxed. It would, however, maint
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s of taxation on the higher incomes and the pr?ﬁts of
It will also have a growing source of finance in the income
lised industries. Through control of the Bank of England
f credit it could continue to raise other funds if necessary,

high rate
companic_s,
of the nationa
and sources O
at low interest rates.

This programme will not mean regimenting evcrypodyx as certain

ropagandists of big business like to pretend. It will mean greater
P eedom and sccurity and new opportunities for the workers, who will
gr:‘ 1id of the fear of unemployment and the poverty which imprisoned
them. For the professional men, it will mean the chance to use their
Wil and knowledge to the full; for the small business man, security
against the dangers of slumps which threaten his life savings, and

protection against the “squeezing " of the monopolists. The only

* freedom that will be interfered with is the freedom of big business to

make the nation poor.

Prosperity for Britain is linked up with the prosperity of the world.
1t will not be part of the Government's policy to try to restore the
pre-war relations between Britain and the world, where our whole
trade was organised on the basis that some £200 millions a year in
interest had to be paid by the people of other countries to City of
London bondholders. The Government will take every step to promote
the exchange of our own products with those we need from other nations,
not on the basis of a balance of profit or advantage to one country or
the other, but for the mutual advantage of both.

How will it do this? First, by the measures it takes to build up the
efficiency of our industries so that we no longer expect other countries
to pay through the nose for their backwardness or their monopoly
agreements. Secondly, by fully and fearlessly participating in the
co-operation between the Governments of the United Nations on
international policies for organising food supplies, currency agreements
and investment to develop the industries of devastated or backward
countries, especially of Colonial countries. Thirdly, by co-operating
wholeheartedly with the U.S.S.R. and the other United Nations to
establish security against any future fascist aggression: and fourthly, by
giving the Colonial peoples their freedom, for only on that basis can
the productive powers of these countries be developed to the full.

This will mean that the Government must continue to exercise
considerable control over imports and exports through some extension
of the war-time licensing system, though it will not require to be
anything like so stringent as in war-time, when there is such a shortage
of shipping. Such control is the only way to see that a proper balance
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is kept; it is the only way to end the secret treaties between the combiy
and put trading relations on a fair basis.

The people will not be denied. Monopoly has restricted produ
now monopoly must be restricted in order that the people, you and.
our neighbours next door, our mates in mill, mine and shipyard,
the sea and on the land, together with the teacher, the doctor,
scientist, the technician, and all others of good will, shall at last
together and use Britain’s unlimited resources in the common inf
of the vast majority of the people.

Those who work for this are the friends of the people; those w}

oppose and work to prevent it are the enemies of the people, and
be defeated. To get measures for a better Britain on the statute boo
is only the beginning of the battle. During the war we have seen hoy
reactionary employers, backed up by reactionary magistrates, are able
to misuse necessary war-time legislation to penalise the workcrs, but
never the employers. We have seen all the obstacles pul ln the
of the successful of Joint P
perverse resistance to recognising the constructive parl the worker
have to play in the organisation of production.
How much greater will be the resistance to such social measures
we have outlined here! Highly placed financial groupings
employers will do all in their power to prevent such measures b
successfully applied even though they are on the statute book.
agents in key positions, in the State apparatus, finance, and indi
alike, will be organised to try and prevent such a policy. They
use Press, platform, radio and reactionary religious and pmfem
organisations to influence public opinion against it, with a view i
bringing about the defeat of the Government.

The Government will need to mobilise all its resources—the workir
people in their political and Trade Union and Co-operative org
tions, the Local Authorities, Works Committees, the progressive secti
of the middle class and their professional organisations.

To all these various democratic movements belong countless men
‘women of a new type, people who want to serve their country and their
fellow-citizens, people whose energies, ideas and constructive abilit
have all been frustrated by the restriction of the monopolists.

These are the people who have got Britain out of a mess during the.
war, when the and profit-seeking motives of
some monopolies threatened the nation with disaster. These are the
people that are the real backbone of the nation, and whe, firmly united
together, represent a power that cannot be denied.
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CHAPTER IX
 PEACE AND WORLD SECURITY

«We recognise fully the supreme respcnsihili_ly res!ing upon us and
all the United Nations to make a peace which will command the
goodwill of the overwhelming masses of the people of the world, and
banish the scourge and terror of war for many generations.”—
(Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin at Teheran.)

A great deal is being said and written just now about the need
for the United Nations to declare their peace aims. One would
imagine that the historic conference at Teheran in December, 1943,
had never taken place, for at this epoch-making international
conference, Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin declared their aims, as
quoted above, with simplicity and clarity. They are to make a peace
that will * banish the scourge and terror of war for many generations.”

Thus, if the workers of the world especially know how to act and
lead, we have the possibility of the fervent declaration “ Never Again!™
being made a reality.

No sacrifice is too great to be made by the peace-loving peoples of
the world to achieve this. To fail would be to commit a terrible crime
against future generations, and to betray every man, woman and child
who in this war have lost their lives that peace—the greatest prize
of all—may be won.

The foundations of such a firm and lasting peace must be: —

1. The co-operation of Britain, America, the Soviet Union and China

in fulfilling the i of ip for the i

of world security and peace.

. The complete destruction of the power of German fascism and
reaction, as of Japanese reaction, and effective measures to prevent
new aggression by Germany or Japan.

The i of a world isation of ic nations,
based on the freedom and equality of all nations, under the
leadership of the four principal powers, for the maintenance of
world peace and p ion of internati i

4. Development of international economic co-operation.

This programme can be carried out, given the unity and determina-
tion of the people in all countries to ensure its fulfilment.

But we cannot be blind to the campaign which is being conducted
from many quarters to undermine these principles and wreck the
prospect of lasting peace.

5

w
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There are those who still oppose firm and lasting co-o
between Britain and America, and the Soviet Union, and put fors
instead the aim of exclusive Anglo-American co-operation in isol
from the rest of the world. Such a policy would lead to
dangerous division, repeating the evils of the situation which pr
the present war and giving an easy opportunity for the r
German reaction and military power.

Then again there are those who oppose the whole
co-operation between the four leading powers as a “ revival of
politics.” They fail to see that the evil of “ power politics ™ cong
in balancing one power or group of powers against another
or group of powers; and that the unity of all the democratic ng
represents overwhelming power capable of maintaining world
against any would-be aggressor, which is the indispensable con
for lasting peace.

Finally, there are those powerful economic and political i
which were responsible for the pro-fascist policies of Municl
which today are already exercising their influence to save Gern
reaction from its doom and conducting a campaign against the st
and just measures which have been accepted by the United Nati
to crush the power of German aggression and prevent its rel

Alongside these reactionary pro-fascists and enemies of the T
programme there is also a section in the Labour and progressi
movement, who play into the hands of these reactionaries and
in the campaign against Teheran.

You can read their speeches in Parliament, their articles in i
sixpenny weeklies, the manifestos of people who know they are
old to go through another war and who are too selfish to thi
their children, calling for “a clear statement of peace aims,”
protesting against any harsh treatment of Germany.

You can read the same kind of stuff presented from another’
in the periodicals of the most reactionary clerical circles, and tho
of the pro-fascists who think the moment opportune for them to re;

their speeches in an area devastated by the flying bomb.
What are they after? *“Justice for Germany “: But always it t
the form of acquitting the guilty aggressor nation and accusing
nations who have withstood its aggression of having the most perve
motives,
Already there are ample signs of what we can expect from th
gentry, Tt began at the end of the Kharkov trial of three Nazi
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riminals. Immediately they were found guilty and hanged, out came
-.’WM‘S that the Soviet had “acted hastily,” that it would be better
wait until the end of the war before bringing war criminals to

S hey were equally vocal after the trial of the French traitor, Pucheu.
But their full fury vented itsclf against those French people who shaved
e hair off certain women's heads and paraded them round the town.
women had betrayed the leaders of the Resistance Movement
in that locality, and we should have thought they were lucky to have
been paraded with their heads on. Then when Rennes was liberated
W read of how those French traitors who had collaborated with the
' Nazis had * been insulted and struck in the streets.”

Never a word of pity for the French patriots these foul creatures
" had betrayed! Never a tear of sympathy for the Soviet people upon
~ whose bodies the Nazis have inflicted unheard of atrocities!

On the other hand, you have the Vansittart crowd, who see all
| Germans alike and express only a familiar jingo policy for the
| crushing of Germany for all time.

" Both groups play into the hands of Hitler. Both bring grist to the
propaganda mill of Goebbels. Both fear the rising movement of the
liberated peoples, and both are objectively counter-revolutionary,
although from the lips of some, loud words are constantly issuing about
' the *coming European revolution.”

Both are the enemies of a real peace and both foster policies that
can only result in another world war in a shorter space of time than
“elapsed between 1918 and 1939.

‘What is the true position? We are fighting a war that no peoples

| in Europe save only the Nazis wanted or organised. It is a Peoples’
War, a just war, and the Peace “Treaty that will be made will be both
a Peoples’ Peace Treaty and a just Peace Treaty.

£ It will not be a Treaty of Versailles, where the victorious imperialist

| nations were more concerned with crushing the first Socialist revolution

in Russia than they were with making it impossible for defeated

imperialist Germany ever to be in a position to resume the war she

lost in 1918.

It will be a Peace Treaty to which the Soviet Union, with all its
power and influence in world politics, will be one of the signatories,
and the Soviet Union never has been, nor ever will be, connected with
any policy that was not in the interest of the common peoples all over
the world.

That fact is well knewn te all that is best in the German people, to
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the people of Italy (as was so strikingly demonstrated in a feature
in The Times on August 7th, 1944) and to the people of Czechoslo
Poland, Finland and the Balkan countries. .

But peace depends upon security and immunity from agg *
and any treaty that did not recognise this cardinal principle would
in a few years’ time be worth the paper it was written on.

Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin also declared at the Tehe
Conference:

“No power on earth can prevent our destroying the Ge;
armies by land, their U-boats by sea, and their planes fro;
air.”

Is it to be argued that after five years’ titanic struggle to destroy
German war machine, with all the colossal sacrifice that has been
in so doing, any sane person can actually sit back and contemplate
repetition of this war in either their own or their children’s lifetime
To do so would be the biggest insult that could be offered, not on
to the intelligence of the peoples of the United Nations, but to th
Labour and progressive forces of Germany, for the latter will alse
take all the steps that are necessary to prevent any repetition
Germany’s present sharne.
The people want a peace that will guarantee them security fr
future wars and will, to that end, ensure that Germany is denied
possibility of starting further aggression or creating a war machin
that could make this possible.
‘They will support every measure that can establish such a peace an
such security, whether in the form of adjustments of frontiers
strengthen countries like Czechoslovakia, Poland, the Balkans, Austria
Holland, France and Belgium and guarantee their independence,
the complete suppression of all forms of armament manufacture
conscript armed forces of any kind, or the maintenance of Unite
Nations Armed Forces to see that the provisions of the Peace T
are carried out and all attempts of the Nazis, the Junkers and bi
industrialists to evade retribution and restitution are merciless
suppressed. It must not be forgotten that the Nazis came to power
only because they were placed there by'the most reactionary landlords
and representatives of finance capital.
All such measures are not only necessary but will be warmly
supported by the Labour and progressive elements in Germany because
they also are concerned with the preservation of peace, which is
essential to the rebirth and growth of democracy in Germany.
Our people will insist on the stern punishment of war criminalt
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i rate no namby-pamby treatment of these scoundrels, and
ﬁf’iﬂi‘!ﬁ?ﬁil they are brought to justice wherever and whoever
mel'yhias"éet:rminmian lies at the back of the hope that is expressed
every day in factories, clubs, streets and Trade Union branches: *I hope
the Red Army gets to Berlin first!

There will be no exile to Eiba or Holland this time! The world
must be purged of Nazi filth. There can be no re-cducation of the
Hitlers, Goebbels, Goerings, Himmlers and their willing licutenants.

The British people are no longer in a mood where phiebitis can
become the alibi for organised brutality ad murder, for the flying
bomb is bringing with it its own nemes very significant trans-
formation is now taking place in the attitude of millions of British
people to Germany. We are somefimes described as an casy-going
hation who find it difficult to believe all the stories we hear of con-
ditions in other countries, and our Government gives the impression of
conducting itself on “gentlemanly ™ lines in dealing with the Nazis.

Certainly there has been hesitation in believing all the dreadful stories

of Nazi crimes and barbarities that have come from the Soviet Union.
they have been thought in some quarters to be “ just the usual war
propaganda,” that we had last time, or “ exaggerations.”

The shooting of the R.A.F. officers started the first wave of hatred
and the flying bomb has completed it. There has been a tremendous
growth of hatred towards the Nazis in these last few weeks, and it is
not confined to London and Southern England, for as evacuees have
been sent all over the country, they have given their relatives and
hosts some idea of what the flying bomb is like. This has let loose
a wave of revulsion against the Nazis which is of the greatest import-
ance in these decisive stages of the war. It will be a firm barrier

i ny patched-up peace, any ing to Hitler's peace
intrigues, or to the shameful propaganda of pacifists and defeatists
who argue that there is no difference between bombing Berlin and the
flying bomb, and to whom a rounded phrase is more important than
a mangled body.

We have no doubt that before these lines are read, London especially
will have had further painful evidence of the Nazi mind, and the
depths to which it can stoop in its last desperate attempts to avoid the
justice that is going to be meted out.

The guarantee that this will be carried out is to be seen already in
the way liberated peoples deal with their own citizens suspected of
having had any dealings with the Nazis. It is evidence of a movement
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hands, and in their own way avenge both themselves and the p
of the whole world.

Yes! Justice is coming. Not simply in the form depicted
unforgettable film of that name. Not simply because of the atr
inflicted by fascism on the Russian people, but because of what
inflicted on the whole world since Hitler came to power in 1933.
the whole foulness of fascism has been brought home to the
people more sharply than ever before, The appalling atroci
Russia, the wiping out of the Jewish population in occupied Ei
the shooting of R.A.F. officers, the use of the flying bomb a
maybe the more deadly rocket gun tomorrow—all are seen to.
inseparable part of the Nazi way of life. There can be no real
for decent men and women, no real progress, while a vestige of fz
remains on the earth. It has been a hard lesson to learn, bu:‘
being learnt at last.

Yes! Justice is coming, with many-millioned feet, in the f
the armies of the United Nations. They are fighting not onl
military offensive, but ‘an offensive for decency in human affair
the right of the people to determine their own way of life. The
avenge the nightmare of these latter years and the loss of the f]
of our young people which will affect every aspect of our life,

The people will insist that due restitution shall be made for al
destruction and misery that Nazi Germany has brought to the
but in a way that does not harm the peoples of the United Natio
did reparations after the last war.

Those who have destroyed Europe must be the first to be mob
to rebuild it. Those who heiled Hitler as he rode rough-shod ¢
Europe must be made to understand that there is a price to pay
they have got to pay it in full. All these scare stories ab
Germans being made to do forced labour in the Soviet Union
plain nonsense. There isn’t an honest German worker who will not
thankful to have the chance to assist in the reconstruction of
fascism has destroyed in the Soviet Union. Of course, the real re
for all the anxiety is fear of the political consequences that such
contact with Soviet life might have, not only in Germany
throughout Europe.

The loot and treasure of other lands must be restored. Wars:
Belgrade, Rotterdam and Stalingrad must be rebuilt. Reparation n
be made for all that Nazi Germany has inflicted on the world.
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has to be paid, for millions have paid an even greater price

in crushing fascism in the interests of themselves and the best of the
in g

German people. e g
Just as the peoples n}f the world \_vnll insist upon the carrying out of
 these elementary principles, they will no less support and 1_1clp (Aho.se
among the German people who _rcsolutcly fight zhe_ enemies within
their own gates, SO that never again shall there arise in Germany any
atoup, clique or faction that can menace the peace of the world.

The people will demand that the Peace Treaty shall provide for the
preservation of all European States, large or small, so that their
P dependence is assured, and none shall be looked upon as the sphere
of influence of any outside capitalist power.

They have fought the war for freedom and fjemoc_racy, for (he right
‘of all peoples to elect the Governments of their choice, and will never

rmit any capitalist state or group of states to look upon x_he smaller
nations of Europe as their special sphere, into which they inject their
capital as a means of either getting a stranglehold on the country or

influencing it in their particular direction.

Tt will be a new Europe after the war, in which the sovereign authority
will be the people. There will be profound political changes, and these
are the guarantee against the fears of Anglo-American domination,
fears, incidentally, which are propagated most feverishly by those who
see always the power of monopoly capitalism and never the power of
the people. -

Above all, the people want world security, and international co-
operation of all nations and peoples on this secure foundation. They
welcome every development that leads to a transformation of the
present military alliance of the United Nations into a political alliance.
They rejoice that a new and firm understanding already exists between
Britain, America, the Soviet Union and China.

They know that difficulties and differences in outlook and on policy
are inevitable, but they are determined they can and shall be overcome.
The declaration of these four great Powers, that they seek to organise
a world family of nations, has been received with enthusiasm by the
war-weary peoples of the world, for they see therein the possibility of
setting up a general international organisation of democratic nations
which can lead not only to the maintenance of peace and prevention
of aggression, but to new forms of international co-operation for the
economic reconstruction of the world, founded upon the ever-

increasing prosperity and well-being of the peoples of the entire world



CHAPTER X
INDIA AND THE COLONIAL COU

“They respect the right of all peoples to choose the forn
government under which they will live, and they wish to
sovereign rights and self- govemmenl restored to those who |
been forcibly deprived of them.
This quotation from Clause 3 o[ the Atlantic Charter is of gr

importance when we come to consider what policy our country sho

adopt to India or to the peoples of Africa, the East and West In

Malaya, Burma and Ceylon—nations and peoples to whom By

should long ago have given the right she is now pledged to resto

European nations,
These are nations and peoples forcibly deprived by British con

of their sovereign rights, and deprived of free and demoes

opportunities to choose their own form of Government,
So long as this policy is allowed to continue, so long do we
ourselves open to charges of hypocrisy, and hand to Japan and

Nazi-Germany, opportunities for anti-British propaganda,
Mr. Churchill has made it clear that so far as he is concerned,

clause of the Atlantic Charter is not meant to apply to these countri

But this, like many other questions, is an issue that will be decided b

the people and not by Mr. Churchill or those vested interests

are the chief exploiters of subject nations.
The issue now looms doubly urgent for two reasons,
ossibilities of a swift and complete defeat of Japan in the Far |
follnwmg from the coming victory over Hitler in Europe.
there can be no lasting solution of post-war problems except throu
complete and free co-operation with the peoples of India and oth

Colonial nations. 3

We here in Britain cannot be really free so long as we are p

to the suppression of other peoples, especially when this is enforced:

the most brutal repression. We cannot establish the kind of Brits
we are striving to win unless we link it with our struggle for a bett
future for all the subject peoples of the British Empire.
Our approach to this problem cannot be based on narrow and
sighted calculations which seek to divide such countries into spheres
influence between Britain and America, or allowing an alleged frei
competition which leaves millions of native peoples at the mercy of
unscrupulous rival monopolists.
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undamental and just approach is required. One free people
n co-operation with another, trying to find the best ways
5 ‘means through which they can help each other to use their
5 mdman Tesources to the maximum, and to exchange all forms of help
and assistance one with another. y 5
Any other approach merely evades the issue, sowing the seeds from
which can spring future imperialist quarrels and wars.
Hhe present position is indefensible. The conditions of the people
in India and the other Colonial countries are the greatest condemnation

he present policy. -
cf'lshe Fl’hrec principal characteristics common to all the enslaved

~ Amore fu
must work i

jal nations are @
Collm'}liley ;z"c subject to foreign rule. None are self-governing; even
when some limited form of representative institution exists, it is devoid
ower.

o‘zr,e;‘]cgnomic subordination to the ruling power, sometimes directly
the Government, i by ies obtaining i
or by settlers appropriating the best land and resources, sometimes
indirectly, through trade relationships, by production for marketing by
big outside monopolies. ot

3. Extreme backwardness, arrested development in industry. and
agriculture, low standards of living, inadequate facilities for education,
" Jack of elementary social services and amenities.
Al these countries are looked upon by our capitalists in Britain as
places where cheap raw materials and labour can be obtained, and
from which capital can get a higher profit than in its home industries.
They become the profitable hunting ground for such big monopolies
" as Unilevers, Tate and Lyle, Imperial Chemical Industries, the big
banks. Some of these are held up as model employers in Britain, but
the concessions and advantages they may give to their workers here
are wrung from the misery and poverty of the Colonial countries from
which they obtain their raw materials.
Industrial development in these Colonial countries, essential for
overcoming their poverty, has been impeded and restricted. What
little pative industry has been able to come into existence has had to
operate within the narrow scope left by foreign control of the main
resources, finance and trade of the country. Yet the conditions in all
these countries cry aloud for large-scale development,
The consequences of this foreign yoke for the native peoples are the
impoverishment of millions, illiteracy, disease, malnutrition, shameful
living conditions, low wages, long hours and famine. All this is
\imposed on them by dictatorial forms of rule that we in Britain would
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not tolerate for ourselves. The right of publi¢ meeting is denied,
Press suppressed, leaders arrested en masse. Those who go from Britz
to try and help the native peoples to organise, expressing the solidari
of those sections of the British people who'have not the same outlg
as the Government and the ruling class, are summarily dep
Flogging and imprisonment take the place of progress.
made to prevent the native peoples from fully uniting their forey
the fomentation of racial, religious and communal differences, T
is the real picture. It is covered up by the corruption of a few n
elements whose alleged appreciation of the work of the * trusf
publicised in the hope that one or two swallows will make a sun

And, to cap it all, those responsible for all this will on occa

of reducing their wages, on the ground that they cannot
competition of cheap labour in the Colonial countries!
There is still another side of the case. What happened in the F

when Japan struck? The native peoples as a whole did not st
Japanese with all the strength they could have done, because
not see the war as a war for their own freedom, or for the def
their own countries, but only as a question of change of mast
fact has prolonged the war in the Far East and made it much m
difficult to wage, involving heavy additional sacrifice in Bnﬁi{
American lives.

In his book World ic Devel blished
International Labour Office of the League of Nations, Eugene
says :

“When one looks at the unfilled material wants of the |
majority of the world's people, it is quickly apparent that nothir
but a radical advance in their capacity to produce will bring
within hailing distance of any modern conception of freedom
want.”

None can deny how forcibly this applies to the people of Ind
the Colonial peoples generally. Mr. Staley goes on to show thl.t
60 per cent. of the world’s gainfully occupied population are el
in producing food, three-quarters of Asia’s 1,000 million inh
have a diet far below the mi um health standard; that if all
used as much cotton for clothing and furnishing as the pre-war ave
in America, world cotton consumption would be three times its
point in the past; that if the rest of the world had half as much
the average American, world production would have to be
doubled; that in America before the war, there were 10.7 pel
hospital beds per 1,000 citizens, when many rural areas
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but for a country like China one hospital bed for every 5,000

ided, SR B
I t a tremendous advance, which is true of all the Colonial

would represen

w;‘:::)ejid take 600 million radio sets to bring the rest of the world up
{o the rate of American consumption level. The American output of
radio sets was 11,500,000. For the rest of th; world to have as many
motor cars in proportion to those in America, we would need 450
million extra vehicles, or 75 years’ output of the American automobile
fdustry at its present rate. To give the world a road network per

uvare mile equivalent to that of America and Canada combined would
need 17,500,000 miles of new road construction.

‘We mention these facts and figures, because of their special urgency
in relation to opening up the economic and agricultural development
of all the Colonial countries in particular, and to show that, given a
correct policy, the existing productive resources of the world have a
gigantic task to fulfil before any one should dare to talk about them
being too great. %

‘What is the only way in which we can really tackle the problem that
we ourselves have created in the Colonial countries?

India, We must fight for India’s right to complete independence, a
demand that is already supported by very wide sections of the people.
In the process of obtaining this fundamental objective, we must press
for the right of the Indian people to choose their own National
Government, for the British Government to enter into new negotiations
with the Indian National Congress on the basis of Gandhi’s recent
statement and for the release of all anti-fascists from prisons and
concentration camps. We must make all the necessary preparations
to relieve the distress and suffering caused by famine and embark upon
measures to prevent its recurrence.

‘The proposals of responsible Indian industrialists for a great
expansion of India’s industries must be sympathetically considered,
together with all other proposals coming from responsible organisations.

The industrialist’s plan indicates the tremendous scope existing

India for i 1 on a scale that would not
only greatly improve the conditions of its own people but make equally
great demands for every kind of products we could manufacture in
Britain to assist them in carrying out such a plan.

The plan would cost 100,000 million rupees (£7,500 millions) and aims
at the following : To increase the national income of India from 22,000
million rupees (£1,650 millions) to 60,000 million rupees (£4,500
millions). The income from industry is to be raised five times, from
agriculture by one-third, various services, ie., banking, shipping,

388



68 HOW TO WIN THE PEACE

insurance, twice. By the end of the fifteenth year, the incom
head of the population would be 135 rupees (about £10 y
compared with the present income per head of 56 rupees (£4 4s.),
latter figure was given by Sir James Grigg, when he was
Mi er of the Government of India, in his Budget speech to
Central Legislative Assembly in India, in April, 1938,
Of outstanding significance is the emphasis laid on_industry
industrial development. Out of the total capital cost of the plan
whole, 44 per cent is to be used to develop the basic industries, m
engineering, power, chemicals, ships, automobiles, aircraft.
armaments. 12 per cent goes to agriculture, 10 per cent to comn
tions, 22 per cent for housing and 10 per cent for education and hez
To realise any such plan of large scale economic developmen
India the proposals of the National Planning Commission set up b
Indian National Congress in 1938 require to be operated.
provide for the nationalisation of the key industries, smashii
power of the big landlords, ending rural indebtedness, and establ
a minimum living wage. The finance necessary to carry all this th
must be raised from those who are best able to provide it. Conts
profits, of high salaries and non-productive luxuries are reqy
Finally, the plan demands that there shall be the necessary pol
power in India to carry it through, and this can only be obtained
Government the people of India as a w
Just consider the results that would accrue from the adopt
such a policy. An age-long conflict would be ended. A deep |
would be removed from our name. The large standing armies th
keep there to hold down one of the greatest peoples in the world
be removed. There would be no limit to the mutual assistance th
Britain and India could give each other in the development of this vz
country, building new railways, docks and harbours, new ships, roz
and all forms of transport. Every kind of agricultural machi
needed. Millions of homes are required; tens of thousands of 0
health centres and hospitals. A large-scale plan for the building of n
factories and the creation of new industries are required. The con
quent raising of the standards of over 400 million people would o
up enormous opportunities for Britain’s manufactured goods.
This is not a dream. It is possible. It is practicable. It m
carried out, not by coercion but on the basis of free and inde
co-operation, based on mutual trust and understanding, on the
ment of common needs. If this is to happen, then here and now
have to look at India and its people with the same outlook and attitug
as we have towards Austria, Czechoslovakia, France and Norway. |
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¢ that these countries have their sovereign rights restored, and
Jllowed to choose the form of Government they desire, then it is
pnbly right and just that this principle be applied to India.

her Colonial Countrics. While striving to secure the application
Qe Atiantic Charter to countries like Africa, the East and West
jo ‘Malaya, Burma and Ceylon, we also have the immediate
onsibility for seeing that a comprehensive series 9( re{orms are
through—the removal of restrictions upon civil rights, the
ding of racial discrimination, freedom of isation and Press,
¢ abolition of the Poll and Hut Tax, abolition of Pass Laws, establish-
B o the rep i i based on the entire
ult populati and 1 for all children
school age, the extension of secondary, technical and higher
iucation, the introduction of adequate public health services and of
ninimum labour and social legislation.
The same picture of economic, political and social progress that we
' have envisaged in the case of India would be repeated in all the Colonial
atries. They occupy vast areas and have great populations. Their
strial and agricultural development is long overdue. Un-
ented demands would be made on our enginecring, shipbuilding,
notor and textile industries particularly. In exchange we could use
the products of these countries—their tea, rubber, cotton, jute, tin,
~ rice and fruit.
" The desire for social progress cannot be looked upon as the sole
ogative of the peoples of Europe and America. The same desires
animate the thoughts and actions of millions of Colonial peoples.
The position was well expressed by Mr. A. MacLeish, Librarian of
‘the American Congress, when speaking in Cambridge on July 30th,
942, he said :—

“The truth is—and it is a truth we will do well to recognise—

that there is a stirring in the world; a gathering of human power—of
the power of humanity; a forward thrusting and overflowing of
‘human hope and human will which must be given channel or it will
~ dig a channel for itself.”
‘No people in the world have such an obligation to help their
‘comrades in the Colonial countries to dig this channel as we in Britain.
The apprehension of creating new competition which will be a
nenace in the future is unfounded. We have to visualise the enormous
~ and expanding internal needs of these countries for many generations
come, once the dead hand of monopoly has been checked and
operation organised between Government and Government.
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Nearly every worker now understands that low wages, long hou
and intense exploitation in any country are a menace to his ow
conditions. The more that can be done to increase the leyel |
production in backward countries, the more will the standard of livig
in those countries rise, bringing in its train, not merely improved wag
and conditions of work for the peoples of these countries, but cres
new needs and new markets which cannot for some time be fulfji]
by home production alone, rapidly though it may grow.

When an industrially advanced country takes part in the indu:
development of a backward country, whose people are striving
liberty and progress, it exports something more than the steel ar
concrete, machines and tools. It exports knowledge, skill, teg
In doing so, it certainly does not deplete its own resources, but
enormously to the slender, inadequate resources of the country whi
is struggling to full industrial maturity. Did the skill, knowledge
technique which the Soviet Union imported from Britain and Ameri
weaken our industry? Not at all; but it is that same skill, knowled
and technique which have played such a decisive part in helping.
Soviet Union, and the world, to defeat fascism.

Let the people make up their minds that they are going to seize th
new chances open to them, and make common cause with all
Liberation Movements that are working towards the same end.

None can dispute that the development of prosperity in the Coloni
counmes is intertwined with our own future. A happy and prosp
n is impossible of attainment apart from a happy and prospero
India and Colonial world generally, but this can only be won
monopoly exploitation is ended, all peoples are free, and democ
extended to the Colonies.

Those who doubt the possibility of granting freedom and equality &
backward peoples, of opening up the rapid development of m:
industry and agriculture, of building a firm and indivisible framew
of unity between ourselves and these erst-while dependencies, will
well to study the policy of the Soviet Government towards the countri
and nationalities formerly held subject to imperial Russia.
than a quarter of a century these lands, populated by men and wo
whose were fully as ard as any obtaining in the B
Empire today, have been helped, encouraged and developed to thi
stage where, during the past three years, they have proved one of th
Soviet Union’s greatest military and economic assets, and where I
contribution they have made to the victory which is now so near i
quite incalculable.




CHAPTER XI
. THE GENERAL ELECTION

e programme We have put forward represents the policy that can
se the hopes and desires of the majority of the people for a better
itain after the war. It is one on which a united Labour movement
rally around it all men and women of goodwill to press for its
te fulfilment, and upon which a Labour and progressive
j can be won at the next General Election.
will be the most important General Election in our lifetime. The
ude taken towards it and the policy put forward for the considera-
of the electorate will be both a test of the promises made in the
of winning the war, and of the statesmanship and sense of
al reality with which it is approached, especially by the Labour

present Parliament, with its overwhelming Tory majority, was
in 1935. It is commonly known that the Tories under Mr.

June, 1944, the Parliament was made u

ip as follows:
134

Unionists (Tories) P, 9
Ulster Unionists 10
Independent Unionist 1
“ National ™ . 5
Independent National 2
Labour .. . 169
D8 2 ) .. .. e e 3
National Liberal ¥ o e D8
National Labour 2t = e 6
Liberals .. 18
Independents 15
Common Wealth 3
Communist be 2 2% 8 1
Trish Nationalist Abstentionists s 2

Total = v 612

Sven a glance at these figures, and the knowledge of the resources of
nce, Press, religion and radio possessed or influenced by the Tory
will reveal what a formidable task has to be carried through
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successfully if the domination of Britain by the Tory Party is
ended.

If there is to be progress, a Labour and progressive majority
to be won, but success will demand the most arduous and s it
political campaigning this country has yet seen.

Every conceivable weapon that vested and selfish interests can
forward will be used to prevent its success. Every artifice of pro
ganda will be let loose. Prophecies of the dreadful effects of a pol
such as is outlined here will be widely made. All the old mun
jumbo will be brought out of cold storage. We shall be told
“ Britain is now a poor country,” that “exports will have to pay
imports,” that “ our standards must not be higher than those exi
in other countries,” that “you can’t get more out of a pint pot ti
is in it.”

We must be prepared to face a repetition of the kind of scare s
that they worked off on the people at the General Election in
about having to use Post Office savings to pay for social services;
this time the threat may be widened to include War Savings,

Every die-hard, reactionary and pro-fascist will unite and come
against any real progressive policy. They will wave the nation’
as if it were their exclusive property, and exploit Mr. Churchill’s
in the war, as if they had never previously driven him into the politi
wilderness, until they had brought Britain to the very verge of def
They will use popular officer heroes and generals as if the rank an
file of the Armed Forces had done nothing.

But those who attempt those methods forget three things.

standards are going to rise, and the old game of playmg off u'
ccunlrys workers against another’s will no longer take a trick.

ward country and a drag on world progress.

The scurrilous articles attacking the Labour Party and the
Unions that appeared in the Sunday Pictorial and the Sunday Ti
in July and August are a sharp reminder that the fight for power
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neral Election is already on. These efforts to disparage
acity of the Labour movement to guide the destinies of ghe
ntry in the post-war period are only the first shots in the campaign
® the most reactionary clements in Britain.

ainst these forces of reaction the Labour movement must unite,
4t really speaks for Britain. It should strengthen its relations with
es it has already made during the war, and reach out to win new

for peace-time progress.

rd as the fight will be, it can be won on one condition: that it
by a united Labour movement with a common policy and
tanding, drawing into association with it all the progressive
ces of the country, whatever their party, class or social connections.
‘Without this there can be no real success. There can be at best
artial gains, an uncertain balance of forces in Parliament and outside.
such an unstable political situation, disappointment, confusion and
ainty may become the happy hunting ground for the reactionaries
to exploit as part of their future preparations for gaining the upper
hand completely.

‘What are the positive features of the present position, which, despite
the resources of the Tory Party and reactionary monopolists, give
Labour movement not only new opportunities, but the responsibility

" A new political outlook prevails among millions of people of the
that never thought about politics before. They have learned from
part played by the Soviet Union, the experiences of the Resistance
fovement in Europe and their own experiences during five years of
. They are to be found in town and countryside alike. among the
orkers in industry and transport, and those in the professions and

There is a great desire for unity; the new forces coming forward
~ cannot understand why it is not already firmly cemented. They are
~ impatient of the old shibboleths that are alleged to stand in the way.
here is a fierce determinati in every by-election, whether
industrial, suburban or rural areas, to end the present Tory majority
~in_Parliament.

There is a response in the factories and villages to every extra effort
manded by the Government for the winning of the war because the
ple feel that this is the best way to advance towards the building
a better Britain when peace is won.
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There is a Trade Union movement 8 million strong, assisted’
every phase of its work by the Shop Stewards all over the country,

There is the Co-operative movement 9 million strong, and
celebrating its centenary. It contains men and women with
business and administrative experience, capable of running big
takings and accepting great responsibilities.

There is the Labour Party with its affiliated Trade Union mq
ship, its individual members, and its affiliated membership fro
number of Socialist and Co-operative Societies, and a basis of
8 million votes which it won in the General Election of 1935,

There is the Communist Party with its registered and fully p
up membership of nearly fifty thousand, with a daily paper
exercise a tremendous influence and which, but for the p
restrictions, would reach out to half a million readers every day,
active political force in the country. The capacity of its men
for work and sacrifice in defence of the interests of the people an
in fighting for Socialism is the envy of every other section of th
Labour movement; it wields a political influence far larger than
present membership.

There are the people influenced by Common Wealth and the h
Liberal influence that still exists.

All this organised political movement is backed up by the m
desire for social change as indicated, for example, by the wel
given to the Beveridge Report. There is a new outlook among.
men in the Armed Forces, clearly shown in education discussic
such high lights as the Cairo Parliament, and in wall newspapers,
represents something entirely new in British pol; This is not
army conscripted by unemployment, but one in which millions :
politically minded, many more than is realised thoroughly
conscious, and all of them, because of their experiences in the W
determined to see there is no nonsense about tolerating any rea
at home in times of peace.

But all these powerful potential forces and votes are at pi
unorganised in one vast common movement. Each section is s
playing for its own hand, its own special programme, and in this Ii
the greatest danger for those who desire social progress in Brif
and the greatest strength for those who are determined either to op
it or keep it down to the very minimum of political window-dressil

Unless this posmon is radlcally changed, no real certainty exi

fought, a decisive Labour and progressive majority can be won.
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bove all, the leaders of the Labour Party now bear the heaviest
CNibility as to which way Britain shall go, for it is in their power,
e than any other Party leaders in the country, to bring all the
n forces together.

e question arises, however, whether victory at the next General
o is what the leaders of the Labour Party want? We know that
of them are loud in their professions that they do, but their
belie their fine words. We do know from the fecling expressed
at the last Labour Party Conference that the rank and file of the
abour Party want to g0 into the General Election untrammelled by
oral pacts with reactionary Tories and coupon systems. This was
o strongly expressed that Mr. Attlee had to give a guarantee that
fore the next General Election a special conference of the Labour
will be called to discuss the situation that exists at that time

ymmittee should now be bringing together for conversations and
ssions the representatives of all other working-class and pro-
essive organisations in the country, trying to find a basis upon which
ey can all accept a common electoral programme of social advance
come to arrangements in every constituency that can avoid any
* division in the Labour and progressive vote.

~In such negotiations it is clear that all who take part will have
be prepared to act in the spirit of give and take, and sincere
co-operation, especially in regard to policy, demands and proposals
»n which great keenness is felt, as well as the choice of candidates
d constituencies.
On the question of candidates, we consider that the aim should be
{0 get the very best that each Party has within its ranks. No privileged
~ claims should stand in the way. The fight for Britain’s future demands
that a place shall be found in a new Parliament for those who, in
industry and the Armed Forces, have done such splendid deeds, for
“more young men and women, for those devoid of cynicism and belief
that “ politics is all a game,” for those who can bring into Parliament
some of the motives that animated them when there was a production
roblem that seemed almost insoluble, but to which they managed to
d the solution, or the thoughts they had on going into battle on
, sea or air.
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An end should be made of pocket boroughs, whatever Paj
to stake such claims. It is the youth who have made the
sacrifices of all in war; it is youth that can, alongside the old
more experienced leaders of the Labour movement, make the
contribution to building the new world of tomorrow.

Parliament must be regarded as the place to which we send
and women not bent on careers, but on service to the people;
place to which we do not send the aged and cynical, but those
have the power and the enthusiasm to carry forward the movem
new heights and achievements.

Such a policy will demand sacrifices of particular demands,

programme and electoral arrangements in the constituencies, but ]
very sacrifices will reap rich dividends in the triumphant results’
will bring at the next General Election.

The Communist Party has on two occasions in 1944 suggested
the Labour Party that it should take the initiative in arranging sucl
meeting as we have suggested. Unfortunately, on both occasions:
proposal has been turned down on the ground that it would
no useful purpose.”

On April 2nd, 1944, the Daily Worker organised an open di
conference in London to consider how best the unity of the 0
and progressive forces could be established, and what might be
policy on which the General Election could he won. Despite the ba
imposed by the Labour Party on the conference, it was attended b
1,762 delegates, representing over two million people. On the eve
the conference. Mr. Ben Gardner, General Secretary of the powerfi
Amalgamated Engineering Union, sent a letter to the organisers statin
that in view of the ban of the Labour Partv, his Union could not t
represented, and going on to make this significant statement: E

“In view of this recommendation, my Executive Council hav
decided to stand by the organisations to which they are affil
but believe that the subject matter is worthy of discussion and
such a meeting ought to be organised by the Labour Party.

The Executive Council of the A.E.U, then sent a letter to
Executive Committee of the Labour Party, asking them to convene

“ A conference to formulate a common policy for the workis
class movement in readiness for the next General Election.”

The proposal made by the A.E.U. has found favour in si i
resolutions passed by the A.SLE. and F. the SW.M.F., F.Bl U,
AES.D., ET.U. and the Scottish Miners, and in addition recei
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mass support of many sections of the Trade Unions and Labour
y all over the country. 3 £
is the alternative to such a proposal? To give the Tories a
of power, whatever arrangements are come to in regard to
mposition of the Government after the election; to refuse to learn
final lesson of the war, which is that to defeat fascism you have
a allies. Exactly the same principle is also required in the fight
at the giants of poverty, wan i ity;
{ these allies are to hand among the Labour and progressive

t.
u}n our history have such opportunities for great social progress
, presented to us. Never before have we had such political capital
rightly invested and directed, can end once and for all the
ty of Parliament ever again being dominated by a Tory

tt;yev:r the character of the Government that will be formed (and
will be decided by the results of the election and the conditions
time), it can be forced by the people to carry out a policy, at
and abroad, that is in accord with their determination to have
r Britain and a better world.
jothing will fall from the laps of the gods. The pro-fascists, the
d Tories, the merely selfish, all alike will fight to prevent these
pments from taking place. They have powerful weapons at their
. They are entrenched in high places, but they can be defeated.
ayed against them, however, must be an enlightened democracy, led
united by the Labour movement, which will then be inspired with
strength as it seizes the new opportunities of our time to fulfil
e needs of the common people. Thereby it will make great strides
oWz the realisation of those Socialist principles which, side by side
ith similar developments in other lands, can hasten the creation of
world Socialist society.




CHAPTER XII
THE UNITY OF THE LABOUR MOVEMI

There is a very old slogan which is known to every worker,
inscribed on Trade Union banners; it forms the theme of every M
Day peroration; it has inspired working men and women to do
things: * United we Stand. Divided we Fall.” ?

If ever there was a time when the profound truth of this expres
of working-class solidarity should be uppermost in our minds,
the guide to our every action, it is now.

Today, the Labour movement is not fully united. Acute di
in the ranks of the Labour Party are revealed almost every week.
Parliamentary debates and in the division lobbies. There is inat
to reach decisions on important issues, and when decisions are m
there is lack of loyalty in carrying them out.

opposing another. There is conflict between the so-called “intelle
and the Trade Union leaders, between the Executive Committee of |
Labour Party and the General Council of the Trades Union Con
Within the Labour Party there is distrust of some of their leaders
suspicion of their intentions.

There is no sustained political campaigning by the Labour P
for its policy. The electoral truce has quite deliberately been dis
into a political truce. One result of this is that the local Labe
Parties are unable to report anything like the same rate of p
in recruiting new members as the other political parties of the Labou
and progressive movement.

But most important of all, because it lies at the heart of all
facts, is the stubborn refusal of the dominant leaders of the Lab
Party to accept the affiliation of the Communist Party to the
Party or take any steps to bring together all working-class and p
gressive organisations with a view to reaching agreement on policy
candidates at the General Election.

How long is this unsatisfactory position to be allowed to contim
It is a challenge to every honest Socialist. No power in the coun
could prevent a striking success at the General Election if the Lab
movement were itself united, for a united Labour movement W
have far greater power to attract to its support many important sectio
of the community who now stand aloof, feeling that Labour shoul
put its own house in order before trying to run the country.
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ven @ united Labour movement, far wider unity, based on the
O helming majority of the nation—real national unity—would be

hy is the present indefensible attitude adopted by the Labour
y? Because certain Labour leaders are afraid of the political
uences that would follow the strengthening of their own move-

They prate loudly about Socialism, but they are afraid of
g that really brings it nearer. They actually prefer to be in
nor positions of responsibility in a coalition Government, rather
:n to lead a Government which has a majority of Labour and
oressive Members of Parliament behind it. They cover this up
their attacks on the Communist Party as the pretext for opposing
e unity of the Labour movement.

"Can any of us be happy that we are the only country in Europe in
h there is not either an understanding between Socialists and
nists, or a definite working agreement?
Why is it that at the moment ‘when British Socialists and Communists
re fighting and dying side by side in France, Italy and Burma, in the
and on the high sea, they are not allowed by the Labour Party to
it and live side by side, to make a peace that is worthy of those
Wwho have given their lives to secure it?

“Why is it that in the factories, on Joint Production Committees, in
Stewards’ Committees, Socialists and Communists work splendidly
her, getting production flowing smoothly, building up the Trade
jons, and yet are prevented from working together in the Labour

4

ws and roofs so that people can live in their damaged homes
ecause of the desperate housing shortage. Yet the Labour Party
ould refuse them the right to work together for the return at the next
jeneral Election of a Labour and progressive maj that would
irsue such a policy that never again would the people be subjected
to the terror of flying bombs.
- Churchill and Stalin, Eden and Molotov, find it possible to work
logether; then why not Gallacher and Attlee, Pollitt and Morrison,
orner and Bevin? Only the blind prejudice of these Labour leaders

The Communists and Socialists are the backbone of every
ance Movement in Europe. In France, Czechoslovakia, Poland,
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Greece, Norway, Denmark, Holland, Belgium, the Balkan
and within Nazi Germany, there is a common understanding.
Socialists and Communists, and after the General Elections
countries, the Communists will play a leading part in the Goves
and in national affairs generally.

Everyone who desires progress welcomes this. Then why &
not reach the same position in Britain? Simply because a
Labour leaders refuse to rise above their petty prejudices and jez
are content to see persons and not principles, parties instead

instead of ag , their vested in
instead of the common good, and they use their power unscrup
to prevent the rank and file of the Labour movement from
their undoubted desire for unity between the Labour Party
Communist Party.

All sorts of strange anomalies are to be observed in the
position of the Labour and Communist Parties. Under the.
tion of the Labour Party, no member of the Communist P

munist Party who is eligible for membership of a Trade Union
pays the political levy is a member; and be it noted that neif
Trade Unions nor the Labour Party refuse to take from memb
the Communist Party the money which helps to keep the Labour P
going!
No member of the Communist Party is allowed to represent h
Trade Union, either locally or nationally, at any Labour Party Confe
ence, but Arthur Horner, a member of the Executive Committee of |
Communist Party, is also the President of the South Wales Mi
Federation and a member of the Miners’ Federation of Great B
He is d as an in the Labour n
ment. He puts the miners’ case before Government departments,
meetings of Labour Members of Parliament in the House of Com:
before the Trades Union Congress. He is to represent the
Union Congress in America at the 1944 Convention of the Americ
Federation of Labour, and sits on sub-committees of the Labo
Party to draft statements on mining policy. But he is not allowe:
to represent the miners at a Labour Party Conference, or to be
forward as a miners’ nominee for the Executive Committee of ti
Labour Party. Why should the miners be penalised in this way?
Or to take the case of J. R. Scott, the well-known member of ti
C of the A Engineering Umon H;

also a member of the ive Co ittee of the C
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on a committee of the Labour Party to consider how to make
V€t allowed to attend a Labour Parly Conference or to be
Jied by his Union for the Executive Committee of the Labout

examples could be multiplied many times. How absurd such
dictions are! And these contradictions at the top are repeated
rough the Labour movement. Communist men and women of
D ability and loyalty to the workers’ cause are kept out of local
Parties and prevented from giving th_enr energy and dc.vot}on to
hening the Labour Party and winning support for it in the

encies.
Co:;::nunisl Party has a great deal to learn from Labour Party,
¢ it also has a great deal to teach. Even our enemies admit that our
y consists of men and women who are not out for money, careers
seeking. Their only desire is to dedicate their every endeavour
e cause of the people and the establishment of Socialism. Its
ity and meetings, sales of literature and financial support from

e workers are the envy of every other political organisation.

hand and brain, for the
'y of their d ions and for the achi

‘Socialism. It seeks to co-operate with all other sections of the
ur movement to win support for our common aims. It works to
e, develop and use to the full the democratic rights of free
h, press, assembly, organisation and representation in Parliament,
Authorities and other public bodies, in order to advance the

oples in the British Empire to choose the form of government under
which they will live, and the determination of the peoples of all
ntries to secure freedom, democratic rights and social progress as
basis for the of ic and social peration for
benefit of all nations and the maintenance of peace.

of the ceaseless daily activities of the Communist Party, wherever
it has one single member. The outstanding difference between the
wnist Party and all other working-class organisations is that not
does every member pay dues, but is also active.
he record of the members of the Communist Party in translating
ito deeds the aims to which they have set their hands is well known
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throughout the length and breadth of the land. They are to be
among the most active Shop Stewards in the factories, con
recruiting new members to the Trade Unions, safeguard

conditions of the workers throughout industry, trying to bring ¢
unity between one Trade Union and another, taking up grievane
demands of the workers in the localities. Tl i
behind the Tenants’. Associations.

when mighty Hunger Marches compelled the nation to pay attes

to the demands of the unemployed, they were there. .
it was undoubtedly the work of the Communist Party in the yq
mass unemploymem orgamsmg these forms of solidarity betw
a single strike from b

International Brigade, to whose proud record in Spain Ma]or
himself paid tribute by giving it his name. Our struggle against
needs no recounting; we were the first to warn of its dangers, the
to fight against Mosley, the first to campaign for unity in the ra

the Labour and democratic movement and for a People’s Governme
whose policy could have prevented this war.
We will do all in our power to gain affiliation to the Labour P:
to avoid any splitting of the Labour and progressive vote at the Ger
Election. At the same time, because we stand for unity and b
that our Party is a powerful weapon for unity and for strength
the Labour movement, we shall strive to make it still stronger,
powerful and influential, tireless in its defence of the woj
immediate interests, carrying out its great work of Marxist educati
and advancement of Socialism.

The Communist Party is a political force that has to be recl
with. The influence of its daily newspaper, the Daily Worker,
recognised on all sides. Its Marxist literature is bringing c
understanding and a deeper class consciousness to the whole moveme
The manner in which it strengthens the Labour movement
apparent in many Trade Unions at the present time. For a number o
years now, there has been a significant growth, not only in Ti
Union membership, but in the number of important leading positio
in the Trade Unions occupied by members of the Communist Par
positions which have been won by overwhelming majorities in den
cratic elections. This number would be far larger if in other
Unions the reactionary leaders abolished the undemocratic rules
prevent members of the Communist Party from standing for ele:
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ical POSHOT - mmunist Party were affiliated to the Labour
engthen it in Parliament and the Local Authorities.
jam Gallachers in Parliament would not weaken
r, but tremendously strengthen it; and at the General Election,
U Without an agreement with the Labour Party, we shall strive
each this objective.
is also another side to this question of affiliation of the
nist Party to the Labour Party. It would represent the first
T the creation of 2 single working-class party, based on fully
ist principles and with a definite Socialist programme. To work
end is an aim that every Labour, Trade Union, Co-operative and
‘mmunist man and woman can be proud of.
der also our obligations to the international working class, In
e majority of European countries, a terrible price has been paid in
he fight waged against fascism, both before and during the war—their
lovement forced into illegality, their funds, premises and newspapers
They need generous heip from us to rebuild. How much more
e and practical that help can be when it is carried out by a
Labour movement which, while it is helping to rebuild the
cialist Parties, Trade Unions and Co-operatives on the continent of
arope is at the same time trying to create a united international
our movement.
hatever may be the Labour Party’s efforts to secure international
nity, they cannot produce the best results unless they are based on
y of the Labour movement at home. This alone constitutes the
basis upon which the exhortation of Marx and Engels, “ Workers
' the World, Unite,” can become a reality. A united Labour move-
ment in Britain is the key to victory. It will unlock many doors of
ion and mi: i To a i
to have grown cynical and career-minded, it will restore the
and fighting spirit of the old pioneers.
- Unity in the Labour movement means that the Labour Party would
in membership and influence throughout the country, that its
organisations would be more active than ever before in their
story. It means victory at the next General and Local Elections.
~ Unity places the Trade Unions in a stronger position in negotiations
and in iting millions of i workers.
Unity means a stronger fight against the monopolists who seek to
eaken and restrict the Co-operative movement.
Unity means a better Britain, nearer to the wishes and desires of the
ple. Tt will constitute a greater step towards a Socialist Britain
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than is yet realised. It will demand keen political fighting
dence in the cause. But, despite all obstacles, it can and will b
For the winning of such unity, we of the Communist Party
our maximum contribution. Through Labour unity, and )
leadership which a united Labour movement can give to all proj
sections of the nation, we see the way forward to the carry
of what Marx and Engels defined in the historic Communist Mani
of 1848 as one of the principal tasks of the Communists, to
everywhere for the union and agreement of the democratic
all countries.”
The aim of a united Labour movement is a splendid ona.
cynics, the hard-boiled, the careerists, those with no faith
working class, will sneer and scoff. They will abuse and slander
who fight for it. It will be derided as a dream.
So it would be, if no one fought for it. But millions of worki
made up their minds that it is a dream that is going to coi
‘When Ernest Bevin made his funeral oration over Ben Tillett’s
he referred to Ben, Tom Mann and John Burns as having ra
divine banner of discontent.” There were many who said
men were dreamers, but their banner is now held aloft by n
willing hands. Their dreams of a powerful Trade Union mo
uniting skilled and unskilled, of an eight-hour day, of a po

nameless millions. 4
Today, new visions, new tasks and new rcsponslbllmes stand b
us. A united Labour movement is the way to win them and to
what our great traditions and our duty to our own people d
from each one of us. It can be done if in our time we are as con
of the old slogan “ United we Stand, Divided we Fall,” as

pioneers in theirs.



CHAPTER XIII
CONCLUSION

¢ have been the aims of this booklet? } g
ow what is new in the political, economic and social
h at home and abroad, and to be guided in our analysis and
ions by the experiences of the people before and during the war.
give a feeling of strength and confidence to the organised Labour
ment on the basis of which it can attract to its policy and leader-
‘every man and woman who is determined that our country shall
ihe vanguard of the political awakening that is taking place all
. the world. 3. To take note of the profound international
* jes that are manifesting themselves, which cannot leave Britain
iched and which call for a new approach to a new situation from
intelligent person in this country.
@ this attempt we have had constantly in mind the theory and
tice of Marxism, an unfailing guide to progress, however difficult
complicated the position may be. In this connection we believe
it will be as helpful to our readers as it has been to ourselves if we
quote a passage from Lenin that has aided us in trying to estimate
next stage, to reach which the working class in particular needs
 unite its ranks and use its full power.

“The social structure of society and of State power is characterised

changes; and unless these changes are understood, not a single

step can be taken in any sphere of social activity. The understanding
of these changes determines the prospects, by which we mean, of
ourse, not idle guessing about things nobody knows, but the
X trends of ic and political P h
 trends, the resultant of which determines the immediate future of the
) try, those trends which determine the tasks, direction and

haracter of the activity of every intelligent public man.”
Selected Works, Lenin, Vol. 4, p. 71.
Every essential for progress does now exist. We have seen during
war the establishment of striking new allianees and unity of
pose between nation and nation, class and class, even when the most

and social

perhaps for generations, in its
d to improvi i
productive resources and the mastery of man over nature.

historic mission to fight its way
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Victory over fascism will not in itself solve the ever-present prob
of poverty, unemployment, and social insecurity, but after w
been done by the united action of the democratic nations of :he
in war, is there any intelligent man or woman who would dare
that we are not given unprecedented opportunities for making a
frontal assault on these enemies of mankind?

We do not pretend that the proposals advocated are those that
be carried out in a Socialist Britain. They are only a step tow:
But let us bear in mind two things. First, in defeating fascis
have won a decisive victory for democracy in the capitalist coun
and for Socialism, in the Soviet Union. Secondly, the policy we hs
outlined would be a tremendous step towards developing
strengthening the people and all their organisations for the achievs
of Socialism.

We have no doubt that what has been proposed will be
auacked from two sides. The reactionary capitalists will describ

“ British bolshevism,” and the so-called *left” of the Labe
movemem—those wnhoul mass influence or serious responsibil
will describe it as “a betrayal of Socialism.”

‘What is the real position? To secure the carrying out of this poli
will necessitate some of the greatest political fights this country
ever seen, and it is in the course of the strugglc against reaction tk
the working class has gained its political experience and united 4
strengthened its ranks.

It is not how “left” the immediate programme itself may be i
determines whether it carries us forward towards liberation, to
Socialism. It is the degree to which the workers and the p
generally can be united to fight for it, and their enemies be isol
and exposed. It is the degree to which the progressive forces ca
increase their power. Moreover, we have to realise that the
achievement of this programme, or even a part of it, will itself
the country we live in, the conditions in which we carry on our
and—most important of all—it will change the minds of the pex
in the process of carrying it out and prepare them for yet othe
far-reaching changes.

What separates us from Socmllsm7 Since capitalism first arou
has been true that *“ we are many " and our oppressors are few. 1y
then, have we not yet reached the stage of Socialism? What luve Vi
to change in order to get there?

How often do we hear the answer from those who have lost faith'
the workers : ** The people are apathetic. The people are doped by f
propaganda of the capitalists. They'll agree with you, but they will
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can be done about it. They say there will always be rich and
e long as they get bread in their mouths they don't bother.
say it will always be the same.”

course, there is something in all this. The minds of the people
been shaped by society, and capitalism has a thousand ways to
them to its mould. Some workers have still too much respect
fear for the class that usurps Govgrnmenl, and not yet enough
dence in their own ability to do the job better. They have not yet
sed that the good things of life should and could be for them.

" Never, Lenin told us, by propaganda alone. If it were only a
uestion of propaganda, the capitalist class possesses far more oppor-
ies and channels which they can use. People learn above all from
ir own experience. As we have seen, we have learned through scores
years of bitter oppression and Trade Union resistance that united
‘are strong, divided we are weak. We have learnt during the war
“ managerial functions” are not a magic sixth sense which goes
T a certain education and manner of speech; the Soviet Union,
\where the workers exercise these functions entirely, has been the most
cessful power in the war. We have learned we can do more than
gain for the terms on which we sell our labour; we can begin to
bargain about what we will make, and how much of it, the price at
hich it is to be sold, and the profit that can be made out of it.

1If a Government such as we have outlined is selected and begins to
rry out its programme, will not this further change the people? If
four years of full employment in war have so strengthened working-
class organisation despite all the difficulties of war-time, what will it
‘mean to go on with it when all the lads come back from the forces?
- If three years of Joint Production Committees have had such an
~ effect, what will be the effect of key industries in national hands, the
~workers and the Government running them? If the workers have
~ become impatient with poverty during the war, what will it be when
there is no longer the immense drain of war-time on our resources?
ill the example of the Soviet Union peacefully rebuilding be less
inspiring than its example in war-time?

Above all, we believe that the people who have been able to extend
mocracy in war-time—with elections banned, and the movement not
used by its leaders to exert its full strength in shaping the country’s
olicy—will find a new enthusiasm and energy when the job they have
do is one of building for plenty.
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It may be that some who genuinely desire social progress will
that our programme goes too far. If that proves an ol
securing the maximum unity of all the Labour and progressive
and their organisations, we would be prepared to meet and discuss a
modifications which might be considered more practical, or make
more readily acceptable as a basis for the common movement,

We understand that despite the forms of mutual assistance |
economic co-operation we have suggested as between nation and n
and the domestic policy of Britain, the capitalist would still mak
profits and the worker still draw wages. We have no illusions ab
that. But this policy will mean higher wages, shorter hours and
employment. It wil] mean a more united and stronger Lal

gle-hold

weakened and all lhe p quisites for further toware
Socialism. t
We are living in a new stage in the development of society. On
whole, the capitalist class is weaker and the working class stronge
than in 1939, and the working class has proved in deeds, partict
since the Russian Revolution, that it also knows how to take advants
of the weaknesses and contradictions of the capitalist world.
If there is one lesson we can learn with great profit from ¢
experience of the Soviet Union since 1917, it is that at every new
in the international situation, the Socialist State knew how to act.
have heard endless accusations that the Soviet Union has betray
Socialism because at some particular time it made a turn in its dome
and foreign policy, a new alliance or agreement. But is not the influet
of the Soviet Union in the world now outstanding? Has not

tarn in its policy resulted precisely in winning its present prou
position? No one can deny this. Similarly here in Britain, we have to
learn how to adapt our policies to what is new in the situatio
strengthening our faith in the working class and uniting our po
against all the enemies of social progress.

During the war the main enemy has been fascism and those
help it. We as Communists, and the Labour movement as a who
have been willing to work with anyone against it, whether or not
agree in other respects After the war the whole nation must
against reactionary sections of capitalism who, for whatever motive
oppose the use of the nation’s resources to meet the nation’s n
‘The people who have been strong enough to defeat Hitler will
be strong enough to defeat those who are prepared to go back to
old sterile policy of wage cuts, victimisation and unemployment; the
who organise scarcity because they profit from it; those who are wil
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nge the nations back into the turmoil and menace of imperialist
jes and war. g X
he unity so painfully established during five years of war must not
rent asunder the day the last All-Clear sounds. No one would
ome such a policy more than reactionary monopolists, landowners
4 bankers on the one hand, and the armchair “ revolutionaries " on
e other. What is needed is a new unity in which the Labour move-
ent takes the lead of all that is best in the nation.
_ Consider what is the alternative to the policy we have suggested.
Tt is to use production simply for securing the highest rate of profit and
ot to satisfy the urgent needs of the population. It means restriction
| of output, wage cuts, i i itation, a dog-eat-dog fight with
e competitors at home and abroad. It means slashing at social
‘services, playing off the workers of one industry against another, of
e country against another. It means imperialist rivalry and struggles
or sources of raw material and profitable investment. It means the
‘continued repression of the Colonial peoples. It means economic
crisis, unemployment, and another world war.
~ It would mean that in a world in which countries like America, the
Dominions and the Soviet Union have enormously increased their
oductive power, where the new Europe (already arising before our

- third-rate power and become a drag on world social progress.
It would mean a betrayal of every soldier, sailor and airman who has

given his life for the right of democratic people to advance to a new

life and a new world.

On the other hand, what of our policy?

It would mean a continuation of Britain’s war-time co-operation

- with America, the Soviet Union, China and the rest of the United

Nations, assisting in the restoration of devastated Europe, helping the

development of a free India and other Colonial countries in common

with other nations. k

It would mean, as set out in an earlier chapter, planning and

producing what Britain so urgently requires, with all that would result

“in good health, happiness, better education and skill,

~ It would mean being good neighbours with all countries, resulting in
work and good wages, real town and country planning, more leisure

for all kinds of sport, cultural and intellectual development. It would

mean a curtailment of rent, interest and profit which would have to
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be faced and accepted by the handful of people who believe it is
divine right to draw it.

It would mean that the Government would be progressively fo
from the best men and women that the nation could provide. Tt woy
mean that there need be no ploughing under of wheat and corn,
burning of coffee, no destruction of crops or of machinery, no distres
areas or hunger marches.

Arising from all this would develop stronger and more united
Unions, a more powerful Co-operative movement, extending its
structive and beneficial work throughout the country, a far.
powerful united Labour Party, steadily moving, through the affili
to it of the Communist Party, towards a single working-class pol
party that could inspire and lead the whole country.

It would mean important steps towards Socialism, in line with
new conditions and new international situation.

The capitalist class will make their own choice as to which altel
they are prepared to accept and help carry through. But fortuna
the working class, having made up its own mind as it has done,
also assist the capilalis(s to make their choice. For if ever there
time to remember “ We are many, they are few it is now.
Signs are not wanting that the position is clurly understood
in the ranks of monopoly capitalism. They require no warnings
threats from us—they get them from their own statesmen, writers
economists every week. I am writing this on the day (July 25th, 19
that the Financial News is commenting editorially on the results of tl
International Monetary Conference at Bretton Woods in America ar
1 notice it sums up the results in this significant way :—

“This is the first constructive essay in—and probably the woj
lzsl chance of—rebuilding trade and prosperity on internation

That warning is urgently applicable to every problem that peace
bring to the capitalist and working class alike.

It may be argued that what we have outlined here represents
series of developments that can only lead to State Capitalism. Well
what is wrong about that? Does it not represent the victory of
popular forces over those of reaction? For the difference betwe
National *Socialism” in a fascist country, and State Capitalism if
a democratic one is this: The one rests upon the terror and dictat
ship of the most aggressive, reactionary and powerful dominant section
of monopoly capitalism, in which every vestige of liberty, freedom an
Socialist thought has been exterminated, the other, upon the basis
democratic institutions with a Government elected by the people
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o the leadership of a Labour and progressive majority, with
eracy continually extending and organised planning carried out
. co-operation with all other nations, Socialist thought making head-
1y, and in which great changes are bound to take place in the state

nachine.
It is a fundamental difference, because while the one retards the
ibility of any advance towards Socialism, the other enormously
assists the speedy advance towards working-class power and the full
establishment of Socialism.

Does our conception of social progress mean, then, that there is
" po class struggle? Of course no The achievement of the limited
' programme we have outlined will demand fierce political struggles
if it is to be won. If the solid core of the dyed-in-the-wool Tories
Jow in control of Parliament fought as they did against the Catering
, which aimed only at giving a minimum wage in this industry,
we can appreciate how violently they will fight against any proposal
to nationalise anything at any time.
~ But they can be beaten by a united Labour movement organising
great political meetings, demonstrations and conferences, using its
Labour, Communist, Trade Union and Co-operative press, rousing
and organising the people, carrying it all through with the
 enthusiasm, conviction and fervour of a great revival, calling upon
~ the young people, the new, promising leaders who are emerging every-
" where, especially those who have gone through the war on land, sea
* and air, using every propagandist and writer, every novelist and
publicist, the films and radio, the street corner and the Town Hall, the
~ Trade Union, the Labour Party and Communist Party branch rooms,
Co-operative Party and Guild meetings, the Trade Union Congress,
 the Co-operative Congress and the Labour Party Conference.
~ Have not the reactionaries in the Tory and Liberal Parties opposed
~ every measure of social progress? Did they not declare that Britain
- was going to be ruined if child labour was abolished in mill and mine
if Factory Acts were introduced, the eight-hour day, social insurance,
or votes for women? In those days they used the press to slander
the pioneers, accused them of being in receipt of * foreign gold,” used
the Church and parson, corrupted Labour leaders—but in the end
~ they were beaten, as we can beat them now.
~ No, it does not mean the end of the struggle we have carried on
" for so many years. It means the carrying forward of that struggle
into new territory, so that instead of hitting only at a single employer

group of , ing this or that ion, we are
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fighting for control and power at key points in the economic
of monopoly capitalism itself. The very scale of modern mono
makes such a development of our struggle absolutely necessary.

It is not simply a Parliamentary fight. The power and conts
such a Government as we envisage will rest no less on the active w
and initiative of the organised Labour and progressive movemen

Factory Committees and Trade Unions, in Co-operatives and Tenan
Associations, than on the traditional forces of the state. Undoubte
such a Government may be faced with the need to modernise the

machinery, to make it more democratic and to give greater scope.
the co-operation of the voluntary organisations of the people.

As capitalism becomes more and more monopolised, as the indivi
factory becomes part of a nationally organised network, so the b
decisions about wages and hours cease to be matters which can
regarded, even temporarily, as matters between the workers
employers alone. Inevitably they become matters of national concel
affecting the whole of economic life, and it is essential, if we are t
advance at all, that the working class should have no illusions al
a “pure” industrial struggle in which no issues arise except “T
Union " issues. A change of power in the State is necessary to. give
effect to the growing strength of the movement in the faclones
Trade Unions.

As the” movement advances, therefore, it will be more and
important to seek to influence and bring under its control not on|
wages and hours within an industry, but the whole organisation 0
industry and the of p as a whole.
of the mines has become the main demand of the miners as
condition of further Trade Union and social advance. The proble
of the cotton workers cannot be solved without bringing in some f
of State control as the only alternative to what monopoly did
Lancashire in pre-war days. The engineering and shipbuilding worke
cannot win the wages and conditions they want after the war witho
the agreements the Government makes with foreign countries and th
steps it takes to develop the home market, especially through its contre
of investment and re-equipment.

capitalism in its present stage requires an extension of State control i
Britain is to be saved from disaster after a short-lived trade boo
after the war.

Never have there been such opportunities for the Trade Unions
use their power and influence as now, but the new conditions a
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mand a new outlook on the part of Trade Unionists and their
aders, so that no short-sighted policy shall replace the long-term
through which alone we can fulfil all that the working class is
ing of the Trade Union movement.
The pressure of the organised and united workers for a better
andard of life will have to be the main driving force which, together
th a Labour and progressive majority in Parliament, can compel
he reorganisation and drastic changes required throughout industry,
_ at the same time as it assists Parliament to overcome the opposition
 of all reactionary forces.

Workers will not unite and fight for things they believe to be
impossible; they will fight for what they consider just, fair and reason-
ble. In so doing they will gain victories not only in the present
tion but in preparing the way for advances towards Socialism, as
the necessary conditions mature and as more and more people are
convinced of the desirability of this decisive change in society and
e organised and prepared to fight for it.
What is Socialism? It means that the ownership of the means of
oduction—the factories, the mines, the workshops, the railways and
ips, the land and machinery to till it—has passed out of the owner-
ip of private capitalists into public ownership on behalf of the
nation.
It means that because of this, most of the political and economic
_problems which seem difficult to solve under capitalism would
 disappear. There would no longer be any problem of how to prevent
 business crises, unemployment and war; no fight between the interests
“of the private capitalist, who wants low wages and high prices, and
the worker, who wants high wages and low prices. There would cease
~ to be a problem of “over-production.”
This would mean unfettering the productive powers of our country
on a scale that would make the war effort look slow and halting, and
~on this basis there could be a much freer and fuller life for every
man and woman.

There would be no more blind alley jobs, no more unskilled labour.
- There would be time to think, time to grow, not on the basis of
- “state regimentation,” but of the fullest expression of democracy and
berty. *“ Every cook must learn to rule the state,” Lenin once said,
nd Socialism makes it both possible and practicable.
Socialism would change people, change them from individuals
ined to keep their end up against the world into people without
car, able to co-operate and work collectively without a thought of
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personal gain. It would bridge the gap between manual and intellectug
work which gives us so many bored workers and sterile intellectuals.
means the emancipation of women, with all the power and stren;
they would bring in service to the people in industry, agriculture, the
arts and sciences, and the home.

. We cannot, of course, foretell exactly what will be done, but
do know what things people will not endure under Socialism—poverty,
misery, unemployment, want, racial hatred and religious discrimination,

Only a Socialist Britain, co-operating with all other peoples of the.
world in close, friendly, free and equal association, will be able so
to plan the use of all Britain’s material, productive and scientific
resources that every citizen will be guaranteed security, the right to
work and leisure, a steadily rising standard of living, liberty and equal
opportunity for a full and happy life.

Only Socialism can completely abolish the causes of poverty,
unemployment and war, and use to their utmost limits all the produe-
tive resources of our country to satisfy the ever-increasing needs of
the people and those with whom they are in co-operative association.

1t means employing every man and every machine usefully, bringing
every acre of land into fruitful cultivation, planning our whole
resources, exchanging our products for the products, raw materials and
foodstuffs of other nations.

1t would end restrictions on inventions, lighten toil in heavy and
dangerous industries, use all the limitless possibilities of modern
science and technique to increase productivity and lessen manual labour.

Socialism would end the robbery of the poor by the rich and the
exploitation of one man by another, and open up a new conception:
of human purpose and endeavour. It would transform our towns and
villages from the present drab and dreary places into centres of light,
convenience and comfort. 3

All men and women would have to work, and would enjoy equal
rights, equal facilities. Class privilege and profit, class inequalities
and monopoly would have gone. The contrast between rich and poor, -
between the West End and the East End, would have been abolished.
The great country houses of the rich would become rest homes for
workers who need rest and facilities for recuperation.

Socialism would make possible a really healthy nation and people,
opening up opportunities for education and technical development that
would reflect themselves in every phase of industry, agriculture, cultural
and social life. It would give time for play, recreation and travel that
would be used in a new way by new people. All modern travel
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ties would be used to the full. The conception of Blackpool,
thend and Brighton as the last word in holidays would be laughed
The workers would be able to see the places they have dreamt
¢ and so far seen only at the cinema.
The arts, crafts and sciences would flourish. The prostitution of
£t would come to an end, and instead of being a racket it would
ecome possible for all workers to develop their own Sports Clubs
and cease to be content to watch a few paid professionals because they
themselves are too tired to take part, or because they have been denied
ortunity.
& :‘pp, S ;yu m, would i expand as the
workers guide and control the destinies of their own country. Scientists
and technicians would find new scope for their genius and inventive
ability. There would be no restriction of invention because it would
 restrict profit; instead it would be encouraged because it would bring
about better planning and equipment, continual improvement in
i in i ing toil and i ing the

housing and social
time for leisure.
Socialism would give to the small manufacturers, farmers and shop-
Keepers a security they have never known under capitalism. Their
association with State and Co-operative concerns would provide them
not only with a better livelihood than they can obtain in their present
scramble to make ends meet and their constant anxiety to avoid being
crushed by the big monopolies, but would also convince them that
Socialism is a superior system {o capitalism.

Socialism means real and i [
helping backward countries to develop, reaching out to others to assist
them to enjoy the new life we are building for ourselves. It means
going forward to the realisation of a world Socialist order of society.

It would give men and women a new sense of their importance
and responsibility, their dignity and stature, their power and how to
use it.

If you say it cannot be done, we say it is being done before our
very eyes in the Soviet Union, which, although it is the only Socialist
country in the world, has clearly demonstrated that in peace and war,
Socialism is a better, more efficient, and inspiring system of society than
capitalism. Socialism gives to all who believe in it a new purpose and
aim in life. It gives confidence and strength. It enables men and
women to dare and to endure, to face persecution and hardship, to die
if need be in service to the cause. It enabled the Hamburg docker,
August Lutgens, to request his Nazi executioners that his hands should
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be untied before he placed his head on the block, and when fr
to use his powerful fists to smash in the jaws of his executioners,
enable the Soviet girl Tanya to have confidence and strength to c:
out as the Nazi noose was tightening around her neck: “Don’t ery
Mother, it is a great happiness to die for one’s people.
French Communist Gabriel Peri strength to send out his last mes
to the world: “If I had my time again I would go the same road.’
Socialism has given to countless unknown heroes, men and wom
alike, in our mining villages, engineering and shipbuilding toy
textile works and rural areas, the strength and vision to fight, organis
agitate and educate, even when it all seemed impossible. Though
was for them as the blackness of night, they always saw the daw
Victimisation, imprisonment, deportation, starvation, seeing
children peak and pine, their wives grow hungry and weak—and
to stick to it, never to lose faith.
Yesterday such people were few. Today we are millions becai
of what they did. Let us now prove worthy of them, their examp!
and their achievements. We are so much stronger, more unit
politically better equipped; and so, on the basis of our indestructible
faith in Socialism, let us continue to fight. ¢
If we do so along the direction we have indicated in this bool
we believe we can win a Better Britain today and a Socialist Bril
tomorrow.

Farleigh Press Lid. (T.U. all depis.), Beechwood Works, Beechwood Rise, Watford.
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