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CHAPTEH I

WE ARE THE FUTUR.E

On Tuesday, June 13th, I listened to the nine o'clock news and the
Special Summary of one week's events since D-Day on June 6th. The
graphic dispatches about the actual landings on the French beaches,
the dropping of the first paratroops, the experiences of airmen and
seamen, gave a vivid picture of how one of the greatest feats of arms
in all history had been organised and carried out.

I thought of all the planning and sifting of ideas, the inventive genius,
bold conception and execution; of the myriad brains that had been at
work; of the training, scope and perfect unity of action achieved
between vast land, sea and air forces. I thought of the courage and
daring, the heroism and selflessness displayed by all who took part,
officers and rank and file alike.

I thought of all that had gone before to make it possible-the rally
of Britain after Dunkirk, the fortitude of the British people during the
.. blitz," the long hours of toil, the battles in Africa, Sicily, Italy,
Burma and the Pacific, American help, and what the Soviet Union, its
armies and people, had endured and achieved to make possible the
opening of the Western Front.

One thought kept hammering in my brain. If all this many-sided
effort and sacrifice of peoples and Governments, this tremendous new
international co-operation is possible for war, why not for peace too'!

If so much effort has been put into the struggle to destroy fascism
and defend democracy, then surely men and women of goodwill among
all sections of the people will fight to see that the same inspiration,
planning and use of the common resources of the United Nations shall
also be employed in the coming days of peace, not to destroy, but to
build; to make possible victories over poverty and want, social in­
security and unemployment, slums and malnutrition; to set every
factory to work in producing the things the people need; to use every
acre to grow the nutritious foodstuffs essential to a healthy, well-fed
people. They will use the forces that have won the war to destroy
ugliness and squalor, to plan new cities and factories, to build houses
that are homes, to construct new schools, universities and hospitals,
to exchange Britain's manufactures freely with the free nations of the
world.

If the united effort of the people can be built up and all resources
of the State organised for victory over fascism, with never a question
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abo ut where the money is to come from, the same can be done in
peace-time to secure social progress, provided the peop le ar e prepared
to unite and fight for these things with the same intensity and singleness
of purpose that they displayed throughout the war.

We owe this to every wounded soldier, sailor and air ma n, to the
families of those whose loved ones have given their lives in the war.
to the millions of young men and women whose stud ies and trades
have been interrupted so that victory can be won. We owe it to the
workers in industry, whose heavy toil and readiness to give up hard-won
and cherished customs and practices have done so much to secure
victory. We owe it to the children, especially to those who have been
deprived of the love, care and guidance of their fathers . We owe it
to the girls whose sweethearts are no more, and to the boys who will
never see the future they bought for us with their lives.

We owe it to our own consciousness of what life sho uld hold, to
our own constructive ability and purpose in life, our dignity as citizens
who have solemn ly resolved that out of all this turm oil and suffering,
tea rs and pain, bereavement and sacrifice, the new Britai n and the new
world sha ll be born.

It will be no easy task to which we set our hands . Th e obstacles
will be many . It will be a hard fight aga inst the rich and selfish,
aga inst the few, in the interes ts of the many. But it is a fight that will
be won, as surely as democracy is winni ng such magni ficent military
and political victories over fascism and react ion.

We are already making history-stirring history in accor d with the
fighting spirit of our people and with the tradition and outlo ok of the
Labour and progressive movement. We, the peop le of Britain , need
not be afraid of the future. We are the future.



CHAPTER II

UNITY AND VICTORY

How has it been possible for the present splendid prospects of victory
in war and peace to materialise? A comparison between the present
position and the bitter years before the war shows how truly amazing
the change has been. It seems almost an impossible change when we
cast our minds back to the years spent by our rulers in building up
Hitler to crush Bolshevism. Remember the Munich period, when
they refused an alliance with the Soviet Union and betrayed one small
nation after another to satisfy Hitler's insatiable blackmail, believing
that in this way Britain could be saved from war and Hitler turned
to attack the Soviet Union. Remember how this policy brought its
own reckoning and the guns did go off, but in the wrong direction.
Hitler rode rough-shod over Poland, Holland, Belgium and France.
Remember the days of Dunkirk and the months of the" blitz "-and
Hitler so supremely confident in his strength and power that he believed
he could invade and crush the Soviet Union before finally conquering
the British Isles. Remember the days when Hitler stood within sight
of Moscow, or when he held nine-tenths of Stalingrad.

Compare all this with the position now, when Hitler is reeling to
his doom under the joint blows of the British, American and Soviet
armies, when a Twenty Years' Alliance between Britain and the Soviet
Union has been signed, and when the three greatest powers amongst
the United ations are pledged to build a world in which war will
be eliminated for generations. For every man, woman and child, this
change means a new world.

This unity has been forged in blood and tears by peoples and
Governments who value freedom, who stand on their right to live
like civilised human beings and to decide their destinies according
to the wishes of the people. It has grown stronger as they have come
to understand by first-hand knowledge and experience what fascism
means.

Sinee fascism first came to power it has given the word" brutality"
a deeper meaning. It started when Mussolini came to power in Italy
in 1922, but it was not until Hitler usurped power in Germany in
January, 1933, that the world really began to grasp the new terror that
was arising in the civilised world-the destruction of the Labour and
democratic movement in Germany, the burning of books, the extermina­
tion of education and culture, the persecution of the Jews, the preaching
of naked aggression and lust for world domination.



When war broke out , we saw that these horrors were only the
beginning. Then the whole foulness was let loose, and every trace of
human decency wiped out in the relations of Germany with other
nations and peoples . This new scientific barbarism razed Lidice to the
ground, murdered pri soners of war in cold blood, subjected Jewish
people to vile tortures and indignities, deliberately organised massacres
and bestiality on a vast scale in those parts of the Soviet Union
temporarily occupied. They killed ofT technicians, scientists, doctors,
teachers and engineers in a number of countries bordering on Germany
in order that even when defeated, Germany might be at a technical
advantage as compared with its neighbours.

The very bitterness of the struggle to defeat fascism has drawn the
democratic nations closer together. Many difficulties have had to be
overcome in forging this unity, but it has been done. The co-operation
and mutual assistance of Governments and peoples, irrespective of
different social systems, racial and religious creeds, is now so strong
that, given the vigilance of all democratic people throughout the world,
it will never be destroyed.

As I write these lines, the greatest battles of the war are opening
out on the Eastern and Western fronts. In the Far East great struggles
still lie ahead before Japan is defeated. There must be no illusions
about the fierce resistance that both the Germans and the Japanese
will organise as the fight draws nearer and nearer to their own
territories. They will fight to the last man, and resort to every means
whereby they hope to avert their decisive defeat. It is better to over­
estimate our enemies and prepare accordingly than to under-estimate
their power, and suffer unpleasant surprises.

Those of us 011 the Home Front must search our consciences. If we
all ask, "Is there anything extra that we can do?" we shall find that
there is, in the factories, at the docks, at the railway depots, in the
mines and shipyards, the aircraft and tank factories, at the hospitals,
helping to alleviate the distress cau sed by the flying bomb, welcoming
the evacuated mothers and children whom we should be proud to have
in our homes, adopting wards and hospitals in which lie our wounded
fighting men, keeping regular contact with our comrades in the forces,
defending the interests of their dependants, comforting the bereaved
and seeing that the nation fulfils its responsibilities to them.

Only in this way can we put ourselves in tune with our fighting men.
Never was the unity between the front and the rear so strong as now.
The stronger it grows as we move to the last decisive battles of the
war, the more certain it is that the common people will not be cheated
of the fruits of their common victory.



CHAPTEH III

POST. WAR FEARS

It may be useful to examine some of the reactions that have been
manifested now that victory is in sight. They are varied in character,
representing definite vested interests, and some have appeared sooner
than others. .

The Tory die-hards and Munich men showed their hand immediately
after the Soviet victory at Stalingrad. This, as the whole world realised
at the time, marked the turning point of the war. When Hitler was
defeated at Stalingrad, these people at once felt that their property and
money were safe from Nazi conquest, and it did not take them long
to emerge into the light of day.

Before Stalingrad they had been prepared to accept a good deal
of Government control; they were even ready to deal with their
workers as if they had brains as well as hands, co-operating on Joint
Production Committees and recognising the Trade Unions and Shop
Stewards.

But once they knew their skins were safe, off came the mask. All
talk of "the interests of the nation as a whole" was soft-pedalled.
In the factories they placed every obstacle in the way of the successful
working of the Joint Production Committees. They showed anxiety
about State control and legislation necessary to ensure the all-out
mobilisation of the country's resources and man-power. They pro­
claimed the need for a rapid removal of all forms of control as soon
as the war was over.

They took every reactionary Pole, Finn, Greek and Yugoslav to
their hearts. They began to talk about Britain being a poor country
after the war. They opposed the Beveridge Report and the bill to
fix a minimum wage for catering workers. They started their cunning
campaigns against any suggestion of nationalisation or firmer control
for coal, aircraft or any other industry. They displayed anxiety about
the Moscow, Cairo and Teheran conferences, and wondered whether
Churchill had been outwitted by Roosevelt and Stalin. The nearer we
draw to victory, the more vocal they become.

The more far-sighted elements of the capitalist class have learnt
lessons from the past and the present. They realise the growing
strength of the common people. They understand that the problems
of economic restoration and productivity have to be solved in a new
way, that if the State has had to take supreme control in war-time.



it will in the new international situation after the war have to mai ntain
various forms of control in order to guarantee the successful ca rryi ng
through of international obligations and responsibilities, on the bas is
of which alone world trade can be successfully organised.

They have supported co-operation between Britain, America and the
Soviet Union because they know that only in this way can there be a
solution of the new problems that the post-war period will bring . Th ey
know that military co-operation between states in the new condit ions
of our time must be followed by economic and political co-operation
if there is not to be a repetition of the conditions that existed betwee n
the two wars.

They are sincerely afraid of another world economic crisis, both
because it would endanger their profits and because they can no longer
be confident that the profit system itself would survive ano ther
upheaval like that of 1931. Therefore, they see the path of econom ic
and political co-operation as the only way forward to meet the new
world conditions arising from the new balance of power, the increase d
productive resources, technical advances and changes in class rela tions
that have taken place.

Some workers who are sceptical, unable to see their own new and
stronger position, take a very gloomy view of Britain's future, an d on
the basis of their past bitter experience, this is not to be wonde red
at. But they are unconsciously playing the game of the most
reactionary section of the capitalist class when they spread the idea
that" it will be the same as last time," the workers will "be tricked
and betrayed."

In practice, this is really the same attitude as that of the back ward
and unorganised worker who says: "It's hopeless to try and build
a Trade Union in my shop, the workers will never stick toge ther."
He may believe what he says, but he is helping the other side, because
in practice he prevents the workers from organising. Such an attitude
has nothing in common with the militant tradition of our move ment,
which is founded on faith in the working class and our own ability
to achieve real progress.

There are certain sections in the Labour movement who encourage
this criticism and defeatism, who demand that Labour should now
leave the Government. and who can see nothing in its record except
that Labour members have been "tricked" by more cunning Tories.
According to them, this is the only way to protect the interests of
the working class and to advance to Socialism. It has to be clear ly



understood that this is not a revolutionary viewpoint, though nobody
talks more about revolution than those who advocate this policy.

To stand aside from the struggle to defeat fascism, to preach disunity
at a moment when the workers are mobilised with all the allies the v
can win against the common enemy-this is not the path that can
lead the people to power, but the path of a sterile opposition that
can never seriously hope to be anything more.

On the other hand, there is a quiet confidence amongst the over­
"helming majority of Labour and progressive men and women that
it is not going to be the same as last time. They understand that the
present position and all it embodies is only possible because of
the unity of all who fight fascism. They are determined to strengthen
the unity of all that is best in the nation, by getting unity in the ranks
of the Labour movement.

They are not going to be tricked and deceived. They understand
that the solidarity between members of the fighting front and the
industrial front grows stronger with every battle won. They know
that between 1918 and 1944, over twenty years of political education
and grim experience have been at work, that lessons have been learnt,
mistakes analysed and successes seen in their correct perspective. The
sum total of it all is a stern determination that there shall be no going
back to last time.

This is the frame of mind which is in keeping with the role,
strength, power, self-confidence and fighting traditions of the working
class in the past, and of the greater part it is now called upon to play
in history.

Many workers say they distrust the Government because of its
attitude to post-war measures like the Beveridge Report, housing, town
and country planning, the Land Bill and its unemployment policy.

They are right in believing that this Government and this Parliament
gives too much support to property and privilege to organise the kind
of post-war reconstruction we want to see, but that is no reason for
despair and defeatism, or for giving up the fight for reforms now.
It is precisely the united efforts of every anti-fascist that have forced
the Government to consider these social problems at all, and to make
certain concessions. When this Government admits that unemployment
is not a man's own fault or a law of nature, but something for which
the State must be responsible and take definite steps to end, it is a
recognition (however unwilling on the part of some of the Tories)
that after the war, the people will not be satisfied without a positive
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policy of economic and social advance. \Vhat, therefore, we now
need is to take heart from our achievements and renew and unite Our
efforts to get more positive policies from this Government. This fight
is the surest way to secure a better Government and still more rapid
advance after the war.

It is upon this confidence in our own strength that we must build
for the future. The people have gained such experience in handling
and solving war problems-on Joint Production Committees, in Civil
Defence, on Local Authorities, on Food Control Committees and the
like, in their successful pressure upon the Government for closer
relations with the Soviet Union, and for the opening of the Second
Front-that they are not likely to leave the solution of the problems
of peace to others. With their united strength and experience, they
can handle and solve the problem of rebuilding Britain on the lines
they want.

That is the feeling we have to create in connection with every aspect
of post-war policy. We must build on the growing power of the
Trade Unions, Co-operatives, Labour Party and Communist Party, on
the daily developing political consciousness of millions of people who
for the first time are feeling their way to the Labour movement as the
people's mass movement grows all over Europe.

The key-note of this political awakening is the determination that
if the whole resources of the nation can be organised for war, they
shall be organised for peace. As we have seen many outstanding
changes during the long five years' struggle to win the war, so we
shall see even greater social changes in the peace that is now being
forged. At no time in the history of Britain have the common people
and our movement all over the country played such a great part in
conducting affairs as in this People's War. In the days of peace they
can and will play an even greater part, and through their own activity
will grow the conviction not only that Socialism is the final solution,
but that the people can both secure it and make it work.



CHAPTEr{ IV

"LAST TIME AND NOW"

Let us look at the difference between the position in 1918, "last
time," and 1944. It will help us to understand how far we have
travelled, and why we can face the future with full confidence.

Tn 1918, the capitalist world was terrified at the Russian Revolution­
at Bolshevism. It was assailed as a menace to everything. The world
now knows that it is this same Bolshevism which, in fact, has largely
saved us and world civilisation from Nazi conquest and barbarism.

The whole aim of the capitalist nations at the close of the war in
1918 was the isolation and destruction of the Russian Revolution.

ow, it is universally agreed that no solution of world economic,
political and social problems is possible without the co-operation of
the Soviet Union.

The dominating spectre at the Peace Conference in 1919 was not so
much defeated imperialist Germany as Socialist Russia. Behind all
the treatment of Germany through the armistice terms and the Peace
Treaty was the over-riding concern as to how far Germany could be
used as the bulwark against the spread of Bolshevism to Western
Europe.

The Soviet Union was the subject of the most outrageous forms of
allied intervention. She was blockaded and refused trade and credit.
Now the Soviet Union has signed a Twenty Years' Treaty with Britain,
and has taken a leading part in all international conferences, at
Moscow, Cairo and Teheran. She is a full participant in the work of
U.N.R.R.A. and in the decisions of the International Conference on
Monetary and Banking problems.

This Peoples' War will be followed by a Peoples' Peace, with all the
entirely different and positive political, economic and social results
that this will bring.

The wheels of history have indeed turned full circle. But other
changes since 1918 have to be taken into account in any serious attempt
to understand every aspect of the world situation and the prospects
ahead.

Since 1918 there have been astonishing political developments all over
Europe. Contrast the France of Clemenceau with France of the
Resistance Movement today. The Government of Czechoslovakia has
signed a treaty with the Soviet Government which is a model of the
way such treaties should be formulated and accepted in regard both
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to present and future policy. We have no doubt that a similar treaty
will be signed by those representing the real interests of the Polish
people and the Soviet Government. The strength of the Resistance
Movement has forced the recognition of Marshal Tito, and throughout
the whole of the Balkan countries we can expect far-reaching political
changes in which the power of the people and their democratic institu­
tions will triumph over the reactionary forces that have hitherto held
sway.

It has not been easy to reach this stage, The logic of events has
forced a new approach and understanding of the real people's move­
ment upon the Governments of Britain and America.

In Britain, no less significant changes have taken place. The working
class is stronger, more united and with a better political understanding.
There is a new awakening amongst all sections of the people in general,
but particularly among all who work by hand and brain. It is wide­
spread amongst professional people and technicians. It reflects itself
in many ways, especially in every by-election, whether in a rural or
industrial constituency. It has also created a group within the ranks of
the capitalist class, which, although their conception is still based on the
existence of capitalism as their social system, are not blind either to the
new developments nationally and internationally, or to the significance
of the new political stage so many millions of the people have reached.

This is the principal lesson to be drawn from the issue of the recent
series of White Papers dealing with Education, Employment, Town and
Country Planning, Social Security and Workmen's Compensation. They
are not the kind of White Papers that a Government based on a Labour
and progressive majority in Parliament would draw up, but despite all
their weaknesses and protection of vested interests, they are an advance.
They represent the pressure of the mass movement. If this movement
has not been strong enough to obtain all that it demanded, the funda­
mental reason is not the character of the Government, but the fact that
Labour's own ranks are not yet fully united on the basis of a common
policy that alone can give our nation, in common with all other
progressive countries, the leadership that it needs.

There will be no going back either to 1918 or 1939. The majority of
the people have their minds made up. No going back! If they can
have work and wages in war, they will have work and wages in peace.
If no distressed areas exist in war, none shall exist in peace. If
co-operation between capitalist Britain and Socialist Russia takes place
in war, then it must continue more firmly in peace. It we exchange
mutual resources in war, so must we do in peace. Work and wages,
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not only when young men have to die and vast areas of civilisation
are destroyed, but when the people are determined to live in comfort
and decency, and reconstruct what war has destroyed.

The shame of the past is remembered too keenly. The indictment
against capitalism is too strong. The arguments for social progress are
too overwhelming. I write these lines as the second evacuation of
London's mothers and children is taking place. People are reading in
the papers how much better dressed and fed they look in 1944, after
five year of war, than they did in the" blitz" period of 1940. They
are determined that it shall not be through death and destruction that
people eat and dress better, because of regular wages and no unemploy­
ment; they will insist that i.t becomes a permanent feature of their lives,
whatever vested interest has to be swept aside.



CHAPTER V

THE ADV ANCE TO SOCIALISM

The profound and far-reaching changes that have taken place in the
world situation do not alter the fact that so long as the capitalist system
is in existence, one section of society exploits another. So long as it
exists, the strivings of the people to organise society in the interests of
all will be hampered by selfish interests provoking class struggle, seeking
private advantage through competition for markets, and imperialist
rivalries. with all the threat they bring of trade depression and, as we
all know only too well, of war.

Only Socialism can bring the final and permanent solution to all the
problems created by capitalism, but the advance towards Socialism is
not made on the basis of abstractions and theories divorced from what
is happening in the world. It is a constantly developing movement.
growing ever stronger as the workers experience the weaknesses of
capitalism and strengthen and unite their own ranks. We draw nearer
to Socialism as the workers fight for policies that accord with the
interests of the majority of the people, and always, while acting in
present conditions, safeguard also their future interests.

Today, the world-wide influence of the Soviet Union and the growing
Socialist outlook among millions of people the world over open up
entirely new prospects for advance.

Already we have won a tremendous victory for Socialism. Who
amongst us would have dared to prophesy that by 1944 the Soviet
Union, the first Socialist country in the world, would occupy its
present powerful and rightful position in world affairs?

The fact that in peace and war, the Soviet Union has proved in deeds
that Socialism works better than capitalism. is deeply affecting the
political thought and actions of millions of people the world over.
Millions now know that Socialism can plan and produce, organise
industry and agriculture on an immense scale and in a new way; that
it produces political, military, industrial and agricultural leaders of a
new type, who have earned the respect and admiration of the world.
Millions now know that Socialism inspires a noble patriotism, a
political and moral unity that is the envy of every other country, a
capacity for selflessness and sacrifice that is without parallel in the
records of nations. This recognition is beyond price.

How can such a unique and new experience fail to have enormous
political consequences in all lands in removing prejudice and rnisunder-
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standing of Socialism, in creating a desire for close unity and friendship
with the Soviet Union, a desire to emulate its achievements?

All this is political capital of a new kind. 0 monopolist can
weaken or destroy it. It will go on working for Socialism.

This is the biggest experience in our lifetime. We have new
opportunities, such as we have never before possessed, to go forward
to Socialism in Britain, precisely because we have helped to defend
democracy in the capitalist world and Socialism in the Soviet Unin,
and succeeded in both.

All over Europe, great social changes have taken and are taking place.
If the new awakening after 1918 was short-lived because the Soviet
Union was being attacked and was weak, because the German Revolu­
tion was betrayed, because the Labour movement was split, today the
position is entirely different.

The changes spring, not only from the world-wide unity that has been
created against fascism, but especially from the inspiration that
Socialism gives to all who dedicate their lives to its cause. We know
that it is based on scientific principles which are no dogma, but a guide
to action, combining theory with practice and adapting strategy and
tactics to facts as they are in reality and not in the realm of wishful
thinking. And we know, too, that every fight against reaction is a
step towards further social progress and Socialism.

Socialists know that events in one country react upon others. The
policy applied in one country may differ from that applied in another,
because of the totally different political and economic conditions, but
the aim is always the same, and is directed ultimately toward the
common goal. There are advances and defeats, successes and short­
comings, triumphs and setbacks, some lose faith and fall away, others
are corrupted by thoughts of pelf and place, but the majority who
embrace Socialism stick to it, unite and fight undeviatingly in its
defence and for its progress, win allies and close the ranks, knowing
all the time that the cause is marching on.

It is this Marxist outlook that explains why, in this Peoples' War,
it is the class-conscious workers in Britain inspired by the Communist
Party, who have led the fight for increased production and to make the
Joint Production Committees work, have been ready to accept dilution,
forego hard-earned customs and practices in industry, trained women
to play the leading role they occupy in industry today, made the Civil
Defence services a splendid example of heroism, initiative and devotion
to duty and given an entirely new conception of service and discipline
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in all sections of the Armed Forces, so that we have the magnificen t
Army, Navy and Air Force that exist today.

We know what similar types of workers have done in the Sovie t
Union, in Czechoslovakia, Poland, Norway, Denmark, Holland,
Belgium, France, Italy, Greece, Yugoslavia, China and India. Their
deeds are legion. We know what they did in Nazi Germany prior to
the outbreak of war, despite all the terror of the Gestapo, and we are
confident that we shall yet 'learn of what they have tried to do during
the war, in face of the most brutal and dastardly terror that mankind
has ever known.

What does the sum total of all this mean in practical politics and
prospects? That a new world is being born-not yet a Socialist world,
but one that is already a tremendous advance towards Socialism.

Who really believes the scare stories of the coming domination of the
rest of Europe by Anglo-American imperialism, or that Amgot will be
the instrument through which this dominance is to be obtained?
Those who do will prove to be as wrong as they were when they
perpetually prophesied the downfall of the Soviet Union and the
impossibility of building Socialism in one country, asserted tha t the
Nazis would cut through the Red Army like a hot knife through butt er,
and that the Soviet Union had betrayed Socialism.

We believe that one of the principal differences between the pos ition
after 1918 and the position that will exist at the end of this war lies in
the fact that the all-round political development and class-consciousness
of the working class throughout the whole of Europe is, in spi te of
illegality and terror, at an infinitely higher level than it was in 1918.

Then, too, the working class has found many powerful allies among
other sections of the people, so that a greater unity exists between them
than ever before, and it is from this standpoint that future politica l
developments have to be considered.

We believe that on the basis of the liberation so hardly won from
fascism, new democracies will be established, in which, at the General
Elections which will take place, broad, democratic People's Gove rn ­
ments will be elected all over Europe. All of them will desire the
closest connections with Britain, America and the Soviet Union, an d
this means an entirely new balance of forces, with all the new prospects
it opens up for political and economic co-operation in solving post -war
problems of reconstruction, security and trade.

In the Far East, Japan will be crushed and the peoples she has
conquered and exploited freed to live their own lives. China will
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assume a very important constructive role along with the Soviet Union,
Britain and America.

British imperialism will be compelled by the people and by the mass
Liberation Movements in Burma and Malaya, India and Ceylon, the
East and West Indies and Africa, to adopt an entirely different attitude
towards these countries. a policy based not on ruthless exploitation,
cheap raw materials and labour and retarded native industrial develop­
ment, but upon mutual assistance, co-operation and exchange of
common resources.

In America, the democratic and progressive forces are working to
ensure the full participation of their country and all its great resources
in every field of international co-operation.

In Britain, we are confident that at any General Election that takes
place, provided that there is Labour and progressive unity, the people
will elect a House of Commons in which there will be a majority of
Labour, Communist and progressive Members of Parliament.

The prospect today is a new one, and worth every sacrifice that
victory over fascism is demanding. It is indeed a future worth fighting
for. It will have to be fought for. It will involve and demand a closer
unity on the part of all Labour and progressive movements than has
yet been established. It will call for the organisation of great united
political campaigns and struggles, but it will be won.

There is nothing new to the working class in political struggle and
campaigning. The Tolpuddle Martyrs, the Rochdale Pioneers, Tom
Mann, Ben Tillett, Keir Hardie, A. J. Cook, George Lansbury, William
Gallacher, M.P.-all these are names that epitomise the history and
development of the Labour movement.

The foundation and recognition of Trade Unions and the Labour
Party, the organisation of the Co-operative movement, the winning of
the right to vote, the eight-hour day, the organisation of the un­
organised, the Social Insurance Act, the securing of a minimum wage
for miners and agricultural workers-the whole contrast, in short,
between the condition of the workers today and a century ago-is the
proud history of a movement that had courage and resourcefulness,
that wrenched from a reluctant and hostile capitalist class every measure
of social reform that has ever been placed on the statute book.

The pioneers did not get all they fought for and demanded, but they
did fight and they got much. They knew how to take advantage of the
relation of forces, the balance of power as between Liberals and Tories,
the contradictions within the capitalist system, and all the time they
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advanced. We are stronger today, more united, richer in experienc e, and
so can fight better to make still greater progress all along the line.

These glorious opportunities are also fortified by another very im­
portant factor in the situation. The people the world over want peace,
not for a short breathing-space, but a peace which is enduring and will
remove the scourge and terror of war for ever. Two wars in one
lifetime have left their mark on the minds of all who have gone
through them. Ten years of war out of the last thirty, togethe r with
the trade depression and the rise of fascism between the two wars, is
something terrible in the experience of mankind. The loss of man­
power, the flower of the world's youth, the mass suffering, the agony
of the woun ded and maimed, the bereavement, the interrupted careers,
the loss to the world of new inventors, scientists, artists, painters and
philosophers can never be estimated. Two evacuations of London's
mothers and children in five years, day and night air-raids with their
consequent effects upon health and nerves, have all combi ned to
produce a fierce resolve that this shall be the last war, that men and
women shall go about their lives in peace, and reap the rewa rd for
all their sacrifice.

Peace will bring no problems that the victorious people are not
compete nt to solve, led and guided by the Labour movement, for they
know they are winning more than a war.



CHAPTER VI

THE PROBLEM OF PRODUCTION

" If once again we seek to drift back to the good old times-which
were not really so good for many of us after all-if we imagine that
all controls can be swept aside or that we can return to the economic
anarchy of the old days, we shall bring not only discredit, but disaster
on ourselves."-Mr. Anthony Eden, M.P.

Today there is widespread concern about Britain's post-war
economic future. It is often asserted that Britain will be a poor country
after the war and will not be able to afford any ambitious social
schemes. The capitalists are anxious about the loss of markets and
overseas investments and the prospects of intensified competition. The
workers and the servicemen fear a repetition of what happened after
the last war-mass unemployment and attacks on wages and
conditions.

After the war, Britain and the world have to face the fact that there
has been an enormous increase of productive power during the war.
The crux of the problem lies in whether or not steps will be taken to
organise the full use of this increased productive power in peacetime
for the purpose of social progress.

The increase in output is over 40 per cent. in spite of war-time
difficulties and a decrease of imports of 40 per cent.

It is common knowledge that this increased production has been
made possible by State planning and control to ensure that the fullest
use is made of the resources available, and State orders which have
provided the market for more than half of the country's total output.

On the foundation of this State planning and control, factors which
have brought about greater output are: the employment of more
workers (in fact, full employment), hard work, longer hours, the carry­
ing out of proposals made by the workers' side of the Joint Production
Committees, better technical organisation of production, the equipment
of private and Government factories with modern plant, the application
of more effective scientific methods to production, and greater incentive
by means of piece-work and payment-by-result systems.

The most important point is the increase in output per man-hour,
which is the real test of efficiency. This has increased during the war,
over all industry, by 15 per cent., i.e., by nearly one-sixth; in munitions
industry by twice as much again or more. The rate of increase in
war-time is over double the peace-time rate.
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Our pre-war net national income (1938) was £4,604 millions. By
1943 this had risen to £8,172 millions. Allowing for the rise in prices
during these years, the Economist (6.5.44) estimates that this means a
real increase in the net national income of 25 per cent. While in 1943
the capitalists had sold some of their property abroad (£655 millions)
and at home we let our capital equipment run down to the tune of £126
millions, the outstanding fact is that the volume of output at home
has increased by roughly 40 per cent, as compared with 1938, according
to Mr. Lyttelton's statement of May 20, 1944. I

This increase has been brought about despite the fact that we have
about five and a quarter million people in the Armed Forces and Civil
Defence Services, a large proportion of whom were skilled workers.
With the coming of peace, large numbers of men and women in the
Armed Forces will be returning to industry, and even reckoning on the
loss of a proportion of war-time women workers, we can reasonably
anticipate an increase in the numbers of the occupied population of
between 14 and 20 per cent.

Emphasis will be given to this point if we quote from an article by
N. Kaldor, in the Economic Journal, June-September, 1943 :

"Given reasonably full employment, therefore, post-war home
production output can be expected to be about one-quarter above
pre-war level; and this expectation should provide the framework
in which plans for post-war reconstruction are to be fitted:'
As everyone knows, we have been spending round about £14 millions

a day on the war. Where has this huge sum suddenly come from.
when in 1938 we were counting our pennies on education and health
services?

Supposing that in 1943 our net National Income W3S equal to the
figure of 100, then the amount we are now spending on the war would
equal 57t per cent of that, The Economist has estimated that this
57t per cent has been made available as follows:

Increased effort ..
Reduced consumption . . . . . .
Reduced provision for domestic private capital
Increased drafts on overseas capital

Tot31 .. 57t per cent

Now we have said that our National Income in 1943 was estimated
at £8,172 millions. What can we expect it to be in the post-war years?
If all our skilled workers returning from the forces are put to work.
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if we modernise all our factories and industries, if we utilise all our
resources and productive forces, if we have a progressive Government
that will bring out all the effort and enthusiasm of the people, then
nothing can stop a rapid growth of the National Income, and in the
post-war years it may easily reach £9,000 millions, or even £\0,000
millions.

But let us suppose that it remains as it is today. The astronomical
figure of over £8,000 millions, taken by itself, conveys little or nothing
to the average man or woman. But the trained economist can tell
us quite a lot about what it means.

N. Kaldor, for example, publishing the results of an investigation in
the Economic Journal (April, 1943) makes it clear that on the basis
of this post-war national income evell if there are 1,500,000 unemploye.l
and 1,000,000 still ill the army, we could restore national consumption
to its pre-war level, spend twice as much as we did before the war
on capital improvements, export sufficient to pay for all our imports,
and adopt the Beveridge Plan in full-with income tax at 6s. 6d. in
the pound.

If, however, the post-war Government adopted an active policy for
maintaining employment, and unemployment were below the half
million mark, we could, if we so desired:

" Afford to maintain the Armed Forces of the Crown permanently
at strength equal to that of Hitlerite Germany in 1939: afford to face
the consequences of an unprecedented-an improbable-deteriora­
tion in our international trading position, and we could afford, at
the same time to maintain a rate of capital accumulation which, in
a few years, would relieve us of the need of restricting consumption
altogether."
In other words, there is no basis in fact for the assertion that the

Beveridge Plan, or any other measure of social reform aimed at
relieving poverty, unemployment and insecurity, cannot be carried
through because they would be an intolerable burden on the nation's
finances.

But the needs of our own people, and of our Allies in other parts
of the world, are so great that only to begin to satisfy them would
require the full use of our increased productive resources for many
years to come.

At home even catching up on existing needs created by the war­
clothes, furniture, domestic utensils and goods of all kinds-will be
a tremendous task. But are we going to be satisfied with the conditions
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of 1939, with 16,000,000 people earning less than £250 a yea r,
4,500,000 people existing in dire poverty, one-third of the na tio n living
at a standard below recognised health requirements, at leas t half the
ability among elementary schoolchildren going to waste, less spent in
a year on education than on advertising, housing conditions and over­
crowding that were a disgrace to a civilised country?

T he immediate and minimum needs of the British people are well
known, and have been clearly formulated by experts and specia lists in
each part icular field.

HOUSING. According to the Government's own estimate we sha ll
need at least 4,000,000 houses within ten years after the war. They
must be well-planned, well-built and with modern amenities.

TOWN A D COUNT RY PLANN ING. Quite apart from the
rebuilding of the" blitzed" areas, the majority of our towns and rur al
areas require if not rebu ilding, at leas t reorganising.

ED UCATION. We need creches and nursery schools for at least
two million children , thousands of new elementary schools, hundreds
of new secondary schools and technical colleges. A large proportion of
existing schools which are structurally sound need modernising a nd
re-equipping.

HEALTH SERVICES. Five hundred new hospi tals are req uired to
start with, to say nothing of the need to provide sanatoria, rest homes
and health centres.

HOUSEHOLD A D PERSOI AL NEE DS. The new houses -and
the old-will need great masses of furniture and other equipment; and
there will be an enormous demand for clothes and other personal needs.

IN DUSTRY. Our industries in many cases want co mplete
re-equipping with all the modern machinery and devices that have been
perfected during the war. Roads, mines and railways above all cry
aloud for such treatment. A scheme for the entire electrification of
Brita in must be planned and carried out.

The demands which will have to be met if these and other industries
are to be fully equipped in a modern way are colossal; we ne ed £ 100
millions replacement on the railways, £46 millions on the cotton industry,
at least £100 millions on the coal industry and other huge amou nts to
provide piped water supplies and modern equipment for the co untry­
side . This investment will provide a rapid and growing return in the
shape of increased efficiency, for it must be remembered tha t the
industrial efficiency of Britain was only half that of America be fo re
the war .
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ART AND CULTURE. The war has shown the utter inadequacy
of facilities for entertainment, relaxation and culture in the majority of
our towns and their almost complete absence from our villages. There
is a need for thousands of theatres, libraries, museums, concert halls
and civic centres.

These are only a few of Britain's immediate needs when we have
finished making the weapons to defeat fascism abroad. But there are
also tremendous new openings for the products of Britain's industries
abroad.

On the basis of co-operation between the nations of the world such
as can and will be established by the new kind of Governments that
will be elected after the war, it will be possible, even though capitalism
remains, to introduce and carry out the new method of trading between
the world's peoples which is essential to full employment and to peace .

It is, moreover, a world in which there is a firm resolve on the part of
the four great powers, Britain, America, the Soviet Union and China,
to establish and maintain world security, with control and regulation
of world trade on an expanding scale.

This fact is something new in world affairs. It affords a real basis for
systematic planning on the part of Britain's industry and trade to export
enough to balance all necessary imports of raw materials and foodstuffs,
to pay off debts, and to take full part in the re-equipment that so m:IIlY
parts of the world need in both capital and consumer goods.

From France to the Soviet Union, wholesale devastation has taken
place. Towns, villages, industries and communications have been
destroyed. There is an acute shortage of food, means of transport
and communication, medical supplies and commodities of all kinds.

In the Far East is the vast country of China, which has suffered
longest of 311 through the ravages of war, a gigantic country with
gigantic needs-500,OOO,OOO people-a potential market to which, on
the basis of co-operation, there is no limit. A free China, which has
overthrown imperialist domination and is now recognised as one of the
great powers forming the basis of a new order of world security, has
truly enormous possibilities for absorbing the products of other nations.
while simultaneously developing her own resources, as the following
figures will prove.

Over twenty years ago, the late Dr. Sun Yat Sen outlined what was
required to develop China and its resources. Since then many others
have worked on this question, and in the American magazine Fortune,
October, 1943, there appeared an article by Theodore H. White, the
Chungking correspondent for this and other magazines, in which he
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stated China's requirements to be: 100,000 miles of railway (ha lf
double-track), which would require 20 million tons of steel, 25,000
locomotives, 300,000 railway wagons and 30,000 railway coache s;
500,000 new automobiles a year for ten years, one million miles of
new hard-surfaced road highways: power plants to produce 20 millio n
kilowatts; 80 million telephones; one million new houses a year; 320,000
cotton looms; 16,000 woollen looms; 94,000 silk looms; 10 million tons
of ocean-going shipping.

In addition to such items, a united and independent China will take
over existing mining and manufacturing from the Japanese, and will
rapidly extend all industrial plant, as well as constructing great new
harbours, docks and ports; there will also be every kind of mode rn
development in housing, new cities, power, irrigation, agriculture and
re-afforestation. From the rise in the standards of the Chinese peo ple
that all this economic development will bring about, a demand for
consumer goods of every conceivable kind will follow.

There is India, whose progress nothing can stop. Her independence
is going to be won . No longer will India be a country providing only
tribute to British rentiers . Her age-long subjection will be ended, and
her tremendous industrial and agricultural resources developed in full.

There are other smaller Colonial countries, hitherto regarded as the
exclusive Colonial possessions of the imperialist powers. In these
countries also, new political developments are taking place, co-incide nt
with the growing demand of the majority of the people in the imperiali st
countries that such nations be given their freedom and independence.
Great opportunities are available here also to assist future econo mic
development and full usc of the resources of these countries.

The entire situation at home and abroad shows that with the right
kind of planning, control, organisation, and Government, enormous
opportunities exist for using the whole of Britain's existing productive
resources.

It will take years to rebuild the .. blitzed" towns of Britain and
devastated Europe, to build up the ruined economy of occupied Euro pe
and China, and to assist in the industrial and agricultural developm ent
of all Colonial countries and peoples.

The demands for coal, iron and steel locomotives, ships, mach inery
and machine tools, electrical equipment, agricultural produce, transp ort
vehicles, motors, textiles and consumer goods of all kinds can be
enormous, given the correct policy on the part of the Government,
employers and workers.

If Britain's productive resources are great, it is as well that they are
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in view of the needs at home and abroad, and the determination of
the people to see that they are satisfied.

Increased production and increasing development of the productive
forces is an absolute necessity for even the most modest schemes of
social reform. A mere re-distribution of the national income on a more
socially just basis is not nearly enough to guarantee freedom from
want, even in Britain and America, let alone the backward Colonial
countries and the devastated areas of Europe.

Every man and woman, therefore, who is prepared to fight for
freedom from want must regard the war-time increase of production,
not as a menace to be feared, but as a great ally on their side, cutting
the ground from beneath the feet of those who claim that we cannot
alford Beveridge, cannot alford to build four million houses, cannot
afford to raise the school leaving age and give secondary education
to all.

We believe that the whole of Britain's productive resources can be far
more fully used even under the present, capitalist, system of production.

It cannot be done if left to the free play of employers; it can be done
by taking all essential measures to organise continuity of production,
regardless of vested interests, measures that relate internal demands with
those from abroad in accordance with the people's needs, on a basis
of complete co-operation and recognition of our obligations to
devastated Europe and the Colonial countries.

It demands a complete break with what Mr. Eden rightly called
.. the economic anarchy of the old days," and the clear recognition that
what has to be done is at the same time the transition to a new stage
in society.

It demands a united Labour movement, leading and winning to its
support every man and woman in the country who is determined to see
there is no return to the" good old days" of mass unemployment and
all the misery it entails for millions of people.

Why is it not regarded in that way by many people today? Because
in peace-time under capitalism, the fact that the people need
goods and workers are available to make them has never been a
guarantee that the goods would be produced. Production has been
carried on, not to meet the needs of the people, but in the sole interests
of profit. Hence we had poverty in the midst of plenty, food burned
while the people were hungry, miners in the streets while the grates
in the workers' kitchens were empty. Only in war-time has the
Government stepped in to guide and plan production so that priority
is given to meeting the nation's needs.
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It is this planning and controlling of production to meet the needs
of the world that is now the decisive question for the people, and
it is upon this aspect of the problem that attention must be focusse d.
But instead of concentrating on this, a good deal of attention, discussio n
and argument now centres around the question of whether increase d
production is a good or a bad thing, to be welcomed or to be deplore d;
and widespread apprehensions are voiced.

The fears expressed are confused and contradictory, but four definite
points of view emerge upon examination.

1. Many employers fcar increased production because they are
afraid that there will be no market to absorb it. The monopolists who
have that outlook seek to maintain their profits by restricting produ c­
tion and keeping prices up. This they regard as more important tha n
ever in view of the competition they will face from American and
other competitors. Of course, they can only achieve this aim by
the imposition of tariff barriers, or quotas to keep the market to
themselves.

2. Many workers also fear that increased production will mean the
piling up of goods which cannot be purchased because there will not
be enough purchasing power (i.e., wages will not be high enough) to
use up all the products. If this happens it will lead directly to a slump,
the dole, distressed areas and Public Assistance Committees. This was
the meaning of the poignant cry from one of the lads setting out for
Normandy, who, on seeing Ernest Bevin, M.P., called out: "Ernie,
when we have done this job for you, are we coming back to the dole?"

3. The highly-skilled workers fear that increased production mea ns
the increasing introduction of the assembly line, where good work ers
more and more become low-paid cogs in the machine.

4. There is a wrong impression that increased production-in other
words, a tendency to mass production-means that everything will
become standardised and ugly, and will lead eventually to the dying
out of the high standard of workmanship and pride of craftsmanship
which have always been such an outstanding characteristic of the
British working class.

The very fact that these apprehensions exist-and they are express ed
every day in speeches of Members of Parliament, the writings of
economists, the trade journals of the employers, and the Trade Un ions
-is a challenge to the whole nation, one that can be accepted and
answered.

With regard to the fears of the employers who want to keep prices
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Up by limiting production-on this school of thought we propose to
waste very little time; for it is unthinkable that the British people will
ever permit a return to the days of burning wheat and throwing fish
into the sea, which, in the final analysis, is what limiting production
means.

There is an alternative open to the employers. In the Beveridge
proposals for providing full employment, which were worked out with
the co-operation of the Labour movement, it is proposed to maintain
purchasing power at a higher level than hitherto. That is to say, the
State will provide the effective demand (or" outlay," as Beveridge calls
it) to maintain the output of goods needed by the people at a higher
level. Beveridge estimates that had we secured full employment before
the war (i.e., used the productive machine all out), it would have cost
another £400 million, a tenth part of the national income, but we should
have had more schools, better transport, a better cotton industry, and
more efficient coal production to show for it.

The demand for machinery and other capital equipment does not
directly depend on the purchasing power of the workers, but it can
and must be maintained and increased by bringing Britain's industries
up to date, helping in the rebuilding of shattered Europe and bringing
forward the industrially backward countries.

Hand in hand with these policies must, of course, go a higher wages
policy; increasing efficiency and higher man-hour productivity must
be matched in higher wages (as the White Paper on Full Employment
recognises). And, as we show below, certain controls must be
maintained to see that this policy is effective.

We must see to it, in peace-time as in war-time, that by State
expenditure and control the needs of the people are satisfied, as we
know they can be.

With regard to the fears of the workers, however, these are very
real ones, with a solid basis in bitter experience.

Many of them believe that in the long run, maybe two years, maybe
five, maybe ten, but eventually, the slump will come and we shall have
to go through the whole process of misery and unemployment again.
We say here and now quite frankly that the only perfect solution is,
of course, the Socialist one, where the entire production of the nation
is so balanced by its consuming power, plus its investment in capital
equipment, that there is never any over-production, and as much as
can be produced by the nation is consumed by it. However, even under
capitalism, a Government of Labour and progressive forces will know
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much about the nation's finances which will allow this problem of
booms and slumps to be tackled. Many suggestions have already been
made in the recent Government White Paper, and many economis ts,
including Sir William Beveridge, whose report is shortly expected, have
also made very valuable suggestions. In the main, the following thin gs
are necessary:

1. A four or five-year-plan for the nation, which will plan our pro ­
ductive capacity, co-ordinate all the various industries, and balanc e
our imports and exports; at the same time providing Britain's con­
tribution to the reconstruction and development of other countries.

2. Control of capital investment, i,e., of our new productive equi p­
ment (both of Government expenditure and of private investment), and
providing Britain's share in international investment plans.

3. Keeping the consumption power of the people up to the standard
where there will be no surplus of goods. The main means of doin g
this is by Trade Union pressure to raise wages as production increase s,
.supplemented by adequate social security payments.

4. Taking control of some of the main important industries; mining .
ailways and steel will have to be either nationalised or put under

some form of control in which the entire structure of the industry is
co-ordinated and modernised, with the necessary investment given by
the Government, and a control of prices and profits so that these key
industries are working for the benefit of the nation as a whole and no t
merely for the shareholders.

These questions are dealt with at length in the chapter, .. Britain for
the People."

If this policy is adopted and the pressure of the people is kept up, so
that no spanners are thrown into the works by the privileged classes,
then apart from occasional or .. transfer" unemployment, there need
be no mass unemployment.

The third fear of many of the workers, that increased production
and mass-production methods will mean harder work and the re­
duction of most of the workers to the status of automatons, where all
they have to do is to tighten a nut on the assembly line, is a very great
mistake. While it is true that where most of the workers are unski lled,
mass production does mean automatic motions, in a progressive society,
where the workers are becoming more and more educated and skilled
as time goes on, it means that the more skilled labour power beco mes
available, the more machinery is produced to do the automatic work.
Mass production means something else. The skill of craftsmen in
handling great modern machines is much higher than was neede d in
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the old days. The test of skill is not the amount of hard work done,
but the extent to which human toil can be lightened. Modern in­
dustrial developments are enabling the most amazing products to be
produced in bewildering variety, representing an all-round saving of
drudgery and hard physical toil. It means also higher wages and
shorter hours, better factory conditions, and a general raising of the
level of skill and craftsmanship throughout industry.

This is the very essence of the Stakhanovite movement, which does
not mean more work and increased effort by the workers, but, on the
contrary, the application of scientific technique to the job, so that
effort is reduced to a minimum, and skill and machinery takes its
place, thus producing much more than before for a minimum output
of labour.

Lastly, mass production and increased output of all the necessities
of life does not mean the standardisation of ugliness. Mass pro­
duction only produces ths type of goods when it is utilised for the sole
purpose of profit, so that things are produced as cheaply as possible.
In a well-planned society, where the main purpose is to serve the benefit
of the nation, mass production can mean flexibility and individuality,
and goods of a high standard. With all the difficulties and limitations
of war-time production, the mass-produced Utility furniture of today
is a tremendous advance on the thinly veneered, shoddy muck which
was all that most young working couples could acquire in pre-Utility
days.

So long as the main aim of production is not profits, we can mass­
produce Spitfires!

The approach we have made here to the problem of production and
how it can be used to its limit is, of course. the exact opposite to that
adopted by the Government and employers after the short-lived trade
boom from 1919 to 1921.

Our policy will produce the opposite results. There will be work and
good wages for all, side by side with decisive measures of social re­
form, It is a policy that takes into account all the new political
features of the present and coming periods. It depends for its success
on the unity and strength of the Labour movement and the willingness
of the employers to co-operate.

If they refuse, the consequences are theirs; but they should do well,
in their own interests. to think twice, as undoubtedly some of them
will, for as Mr. Wendell Willkie pointed out in his recent book .. One
World":

.. A great process has started which no man can stop, Men and
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women all over the world are on the march, physically, intellectually
and spiritually.... Old fears no longer frighten them."
They are certainly not going to frighten the working class or the

united Labour movement it is going to create.
In all the arguments here presented, we have been concerned with

the immediate, post-war needs of the people, but if we consider our
country's future from a long-term point of view, we see the need for
utilising our productive forces to the full as the only way for Britain to
play a leading part in the advance which the whole world is making.
We shall be a small nation living in a world of great productive units­
America with 130 million people, the Soviet Union with 200 million,
India with 400 million and China with 500 million-all with vast
quantities of raw materials within their own territories. China and
India, and many other countries which have not been developed in­
dustrially, will be rapidly expanding their industries. They will need
all the help they can get from the older industrial countries; and the
experience, skill and craftsmanship traditional in British workers, as
well as British scientific and technical inventiveness, will be of the
greatest service in the industrial development of the world, which can
keep British industry fully employed for generations.

Will the present powerful groups within the ranks of monopoly
capitalism, who agree with the Twenty-Year Treaty with the Soviet
Union, with the Teheran decisions, the Atlantic Charter, and the new
types of international agreements now being negotiated, be prepared to
fit in and adapt themselves to the new situation?

This aspect was plainly dealt with by the American Federal Reserve
Board, which, in its Bulletin of May, 1944, stated:

"The choice is between high production, high employment and
general prosperity-falling production, serious unemployment,
widespread misery and danger to our institutions."
We are not called upon to enlarge upon this plain statement of fact,

save to say that the guarantee that the right choice is made depends
upon the rapidity with which all sections of the Labour and progressive
movement can unite their forces to return at the next General Election
a Government and a Parliament with a majority that can represent
the present and future interests of the majority of the British people.
The responsibility for securing this rests, above all, on the Labour
movement.



CHAPTER rII

WHO ARE THE PEOPLE?

In the last chapter, we examined the mighty productive forces which
now exist in Britain, and which, rightly used, can guarantee the
fulfilment of all the people's hopes.

We now have to take into account the way the population of Britain
is made up and the interests it represents, so that we can obtain a clear
picture of who are likely to support a progressive policy, who can be
won to support it, and who will oppose it.

THE CAPITALIST CLASS. Those who form the capitalist class
comprise several groups within the one class as a whole, according to
how they obtain their rent, interest and profit.

First-there are the big industrialists-those who own and control
the key lines of production, iron, steel, coal, shipping, engineering,
aircraft, shipbuilding, motors, electricity. They are organised in big
combines and trusts. Their interests are not confined to one particular
product or one particular country, but are all inter-connected and
range all over the world. They have a finger in every pie. They are
closely identified with landed interests and the banks.

Second-overlapping with the big industrial capitalists-there are
the big financiers who dominate the Bank of England and the five big
banks, as well as the large insurance companies and investment trusts.

Third-the great landowners, seventy-seven of whom own 25,000
square miles as direct landlords, nearly 3 per cent of the country's land,
and who have big industrial and financial interests as well.

These three groups can be described as the dominant group of
monopoly capitalists. In addition to their control of industry, land
and finance at home. their tentacles stretch out to India and all other
Colonial countries. They are linked up with rubber, tin, and other
raw materials and commodities brought from abroad.

They are that section of the population who are in the main in
receipt of over £10.000 a year. There are 8,000 such income recipients:
they got in 1941-42 £170 millions gross. less tax at 1941-42 rates they
get £35 millions which left them with an average net income of £90 a
week. (Figures from Cmd.6438.1943.)

Then we have the capitalists with medium-sized businesses and the
small landowners. forming a group which at the top level of income is
close to the very rich section mentioned above, down to those who are
paying surtax on incomes little more than £2.000 a year. It is difficult
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to tell from the official returns how many of these there are, but
normally the average number of those with incomes over £2,000 a year
is about one hundred thousand, including the 8,000 very rich an d also
several thousand individuals who do not actually own great wealt h or
property. but draw big sa laries in controlling positions in indus try or
finance. in the civil service and armed forces, in the law courts an d the
Church and in the professions.

These medium-rich people seem very important to us, but they are
very small fry to the big monopolists, though sometimes they acquire
both money and power. especially in some of the newer indus tries.
But because they are active and in the seats of control, they have to be
reckoned with very seriously in weighing up those who go to make the
ruling class . We have seen the reactionary role this type generally
plays, in the example of the late Lor d Stamp, and more recently, Sir
John Anderson.

How does the capitalist class administer its rule? The number who
control and carry out the policy on behalf of the whole of them is not.
probably, greater tha n one thousand. They are the active and
powerful leaders. They hold in their hands various key instruments of
government-the Treasury, Bank of England and the .. Big Five"
banks-for managing price levels, control of investment and in terest,
and for m ainta ining the bureaucracy and the Sta te machine, m ilita ry
and civi l. They control the boards of the big trusts and combi nes,
they control the Tory Party, and have a powerful influence in the
Liberal Party, the Press and the B.B.C.

T hey use their wea lth and socia l pres tige to good purpose in their
West End Clubs and in big country houses like Cliveden, to orga nise
wire -pulling. corruption and the influencing of the key people to carry
out in Pa rliament, Press and foreign countries the policies that will
bring the m in the hig hes t rates of profi ts and safeguard their inter ests
at home and abroad.

The public schools, especially Eton, Ha rro w and Winchester and
certain select colleges at the senior Universities of Oxford and Ca m­
bridge are intended to tra in and consolidate each generation of this
ruling clique, so that business associates will also be old schoolfellows.
wearing the old school tie. with all that this phrase has come to mean.
T his helps to reinforce and strengthen the class and social ties that
bin d them together, as against the sectional interests th at might other­
wise divide them. They also provide the education which pro duces
rel iable and class -conscious statesmen and administrators of the
capita list class as a whole.
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They exercise a great monopoly in the ownership of the Press. The
Astor family, with big banking and financial interests, owns the Times
and Sunday Observer, the Berry brothers, now Lord Cam rose and
Lord Kemsley, with close connections with coal and heavy industry,
own the Daily Telegraph, Sunday Times, Daily Sketch and Western
Mail, and a host of provincial newspapers. The Rothermere family
own the Daily Mail, Evening News, Sunday Dispatch and a chain of
newspapers all over the country. Lord Beaver brook owns the Daily
Express, Sunday Express and Evening Standard. The Cad bury family,
with big cocoa and chocolate interests, owns the News Chronicle and
SIal'.

All these powerful instruments of propaganda seek to influence
people's thoughts in varying degrees in the way most beneficial to the
capitalist class and system.

Finally, there are the smaller capitalists-the small-scale in­
dustrialists, merchants, the farmers with medium-sized farms, and
owners of shops employing a small number of workers. This group,
which totals about a million, has in the main to carryon a continuous
struggle to maintain their position; though their outlook is traditionally
Conservative, they feel the squeeze of the big monopolists, and many
realise that their interests are closely linked with those of the workers;
many are now close to the Labour movement. They are on the whole
unorganised, and have no independent policy; but they are as a rule
anti-fascist and democratic.

They are a considerable political force in elections, but capitalist
policy is determined not by them but by the big monopolists, land­
owners and bankers, and that is why it is with this decisive section that
we have been chiefly concerned in this brief analysis.

THE ' WORKING CLASS. Immediately we come to make any
analysis of the working class , the class that produces alI wealth, we see
at once that they and their families constitute the overwhelming
majority of the nation.

In 1938. the total number of workers (i.e., persons insured for un­
employment) was 14.800.000 . to which must be added 400,000 railway
workers. They are grouped in the following industries:

Engineering 2,237,000
Building and Public Works 1,870,000
Coal 858.000
Printing 446,000
Woodworking 250.000
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Distribution 2,096,000
Textiles .. 326,000
Agriculture 719.000
Transport (excluding railways) S99,000

The effect of the war has been, in the first place. to bring a larg e
number of new people into industry. The total active labour force i,
now nearly 25,000.000, of whom about 4,500.000 are in the Armed
Forces and Civil Defence Services. The second important chang e is
the big increase in technical efficiency, and the third is the big cha nge
in the relative proportion of industrial activities.

Thus, engineering has increased by over 50 per cent. building has
decreased to 400,000 men. The fourth big change is the large-sca le
recruitment to the Trade Unions. in which there are now some eight
million members. The position of the older type of skilled craft Tr;de
Unionists has had to be adjusted, not only because of transfers and
dilution. but also because of important technical changes in indust ry.
which are bringing forward a new type of skilled worker. who. while
not exactly comparable with the craftsman, represents an impor tant
development in any assessment of Britain's productive possibilities.

The total amount paid in wages has risen from £1,nS millions in
Ins to £2,909 millions in 1944, but we must take into acco unt that
this includes a large amount of overtime and extra toil and also
remember the increased cost of living and deductions made for Inc ome
Tax. It is a return for additional effort that will be cut out whe n the
war drive stops. In fact. the additional productivity in war indust ries
has equalled. if not surpassed. the rise in the wage packet. Prices have
gone up. while the percentage of the national income going in wages
has fallen from 51 per cent to 48 per cent. This excludes Forces pay
and incomes into which wages do not enter. (Oxford Institute of
Statistics, Bulletin, 5.7.44.)

A considerable part of the working class is well organised in the
various sections of the Labour movement-the Labour Party. Com­
munist Party. Trade Unions and Co-operative organisations. It grows
stronger in political understanding and class-consciousness. plays an
increasingly important part in the affairs of the country as a whole.
and during the war has come to recognise its own power in a way tha t
will tolerate no misunderstanding in the future.

It has succeeded in extending collective bargaining during the war
to industries hitherto largely un organised. such as distribution. and in
,Cll11C indu tries has established its right to be consulted in what were
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formerly jealously guarded .. managerial functions:' It has made great
strides towards unity, as seen in the removal of the" Black Circular,"
and the admission of women into the A.E.U. Some of the most
reactionary employers, notably the Coal Owners and Ford Combine,
have been brought to heel and compelled to recognise the Trade

Unions.
While the principal strength of the working class is in the industrial

workers engaged in production, agriculture and transport, there is a
considerable section of so-called .. black-coated" workers, men and
women clerks, technical workers such as draughtsmen, the lower-paid
grades of scientific workers, and other office workers filling the lower
administrative and managerial grades in business and the Civil Service.
This is a group which shades off into the" middle-class," though its
economic position is identical with that of the workers. In this group,
too considerable strides have been made in Trade Union organisation,
though a great deal remains to be done to link this section of workers
more firmly with the Labour movement.

THE MIDDLE CLASS. Now we come to that section of the popu­
lation commonly known as the middle class because it represents an
intermediate section between the two main classes, the capitalist class
and the working class.

It, too, falls into various groupings, of which the most important
are: (1) Those who run independent businesses, such as working
shopkeepers and farmers, merchants and industrialists on a small
scale: (2) professional people, such as doctors, lawyers, architects, and
so on; and (3) salaried people filling the intermediate positions in
business and the Civil Service. As is natural with a .. middle" class,
it shades off into the lower ranks of the capitalists at the top, and at
the other end into the working class; but the typical middle class people
enjoy incomes .and a social position which are above those of the
workers, although they cannot in any sense be treated as close to the
big capitalists. In fact, their interests are very close to those of the
working class, especially in relation to the big monopolists who are
constantly undermining their position; and in recent years at least,
large numbers of them have in the main supported anti-fascist, demo­
craticpolicies.

How large is the middle class? There are no exact statistics. But it
is known that there are about a million small shopkeepers, small
employers and working farmers, and there are perhaps another million
profit sional people and people in administrative posts carrying salaries
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tha t would put them into the" middle class." With their families, the
middle class is about one-tenth of the population.

What lessons can be drawn from a study of these facts?
1. The principal sources of Britain's prosperity, land, industries and

transport, are owned by a mere handful of people, organ ised.
dominated and led by the big monopolists, having at their dispo sal
powerful means in support and defence of rent, interest and profit.

If any still doubt this, let us quote what the Economist, December
25th, 1943, had to say:

"The most complete estimates of the distribution of property in
Great Britain are those published by Mr. H. Campion shortly bef ore
the war.* Mr. Campion's definition of property is a wide one, in­
cluding land, houses and buildings, the capital of industry, transport,
commerce, finance and agriculture, railways, British and fore ign
Government securities, other overseas investments, furniture and
movable property. The total of private property in 1936 is estima ted
at between 15,853 and £17,548 millions. Of this total an amo unt
estimated at between £14,604 and £14,613 millions was held by
between 1,727,000 and 1,874,000 persons, each of whom held
over £1,000, and these persons were between 6.8 and 7.4 per
cent of the total number of persons over the age of 25.
These estimates are in close agreement with Sir William Beveridg e's
rounder figures. That 84.5 per cent of the private property of this
country should be held by 7.1 per cent of the adult persons (these
figures are the middle of the range of estimates) will be a surp rise to
many people. It will be still more of a surprise to learn that it is
necessary to go as low as a holding of £1,000 to include even as much
as 7.1 per cent of the persons. Those holding over £10,000, who are
1 per cent of the persons, own 55.8 per cent of the private prop erty.
Mr. Campion estimates that the total value of public property in
Great Britain in 1932-34 (excluding the value of roads, arma ments
and securities held by local authorities) was between £2,455 and
£3.325 millions.

.. As a rough statement therefore, it can be said that 1.800.000
persons who are 7 per cent of the adult persons in the country own
85 per cent of the private property and draw 28 per cent of the
individual incomes of the country."

(Economist. December 25, 1943.)

* .. Public and Private Properly ill Creal Britain," by H. Campion. Oxfor d
University Press. 1939.
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But powerful as they are the capitalis~ class has now to face a new
situation, one that has never confronted It before. What effect has the
war economy had on the monopoly capitalists? Economically this
section has become stronger as compared with the smaller business
men. The directors of Production who plan Government orders, the
controllers on the principal National Control Boards. and the Govern­
ment Ministers in the key positions, have been drawn from their ranks
-men like Sir James Lithgow in shipbuilding, Sir Andrew Duncan at
the Ministry of Supply, nominees of the Unilever combine at the
Ministry of Food, representatives of I.e. I. in sixty-one key control
positions, and Sir John Anderson, formerly connected with Vickers and
I.e.I.. whose record of political reaction is known all over the world,
as Chancellor of the Exchequer.

In the national control organisations the monopolists have had an
opportunity to learn the secrets of their competitors, fix high prices,
consolidate their trade associations, and in general to do themselves
and their interests very well.

But in relation to the world situation in general and the developing
political perspective in Britain they have become weaker. Firstly, they
are weaker in relation to the United States and the Dominions, both
through the growth of competing productive forces and the sale of
Britih investments. Secondly, they are politically weaker because of
the defeat of fascism, the increasing role and influence of the Soviet
Union in world affairs, and the coming emergence of democratic
Governments all over Europe. Thirdly, because of the growth in
the political consciousness and organisation of the working class
during the war: and they have also lost ideological control over large
sections of the middle class, who are now organising in professional
trade unions to an increasing extent. This advance of the workers is
always a danger to the monopolists in a period of full employment.
but the political dangers this time are something new and more
formidable than ever before.

At the same time the dominant section of the capitalist class face
difficulties in reorganising their own forces.

The Society of Individualists, the National League of Freedom, the
Economic League, the Right-wingers of the Torv and Liberal Parties.
people like Lord Elton and the Earl of Glasgow, the chairmen of
property companies, investment trusts, electricity combines and
insurance concerns, all try to play their own game. They talk loudly
about "freedom." but the) mean freedom from any kind of control



and restraint of their effort to enrich themselves at the expense of [he
rest of the community.

The pressure of the people has on more than one occasion been
able to use the differences and contradictions to advantage, to modify
or change the policy of the big monopolists and the Tory Party, as,
for example, in relation to Hitler, the Soviet Union and var ious
measures of social reform. What has been done once can be done
again. The capitalists are more divided than they have ever been.
The opportunities for workers are correspondingly greater.

2. The consequences of Government control merit careful study. In
the course of the war, State controls over imports and exports, supplies
and production, prices and distribution, have been of the grea test
service to the people, and to their fight against fascism. At the same
time, however, because of the influence of big business in Parliament
and the Government, State control has given some big advantages to
the monopolists, and if only they could be sure it would always be
their State, and their Government, as people like Sir John Anders on
will always want to secure, they would be wholeheartedly in favo ur
of continuing control. But they don't feel sure, and therefore they
don't want to be held publicly accountable for their actions-they
would rather move out of Whitehall to their own secluded boa rd
rooms where they cannot be ordered to render an account of the ir
doings to Parliament.

Under Parliamentary democracy after the war, State control co uld
still serve the monopolists if there is a Tory majority, or if the La bour
movement has Mondist illusions of salvation through giving way to
the policy of big business. But with a Parliament dominated by a
Labour and progressive majority with their representatives in the key
positions, and a united and watchful Labour movement outs ide
Parliament, many of the monopolists feel that even existing con trols
arc still dangerous. Hence the Government's White Paper on Emp loy­
ment, representing a compromise between the various views, is
distinguished by its advocacy of the lifting of control as soo n as
possible, the restoration of the "blind economic forces" and a
minimum of planning, The monopolists are afraid that in the pos t­
war world they will be more planned against than planning if the idea
once catches on that economic forces can be organised and got under
control. If they could establish for themselves once again a Tory
majority in Parliament they might change their tunc.

3. The working class and their families make up the great maj or ity
of the nation, and upon them in war as in pre-war days, the greatest



W HO A RE TH E PE OP L~ ? 3Y

burden - of all have been place d. It is fro~ ~heir ~ank t~.at the grea test
number of our fighting ~en a:e .drawn, It IS the ir. fa m ilies who suffer
the greatest casu:l1ties; It. IS their Id.ea s a n~ lab our 10 the war th at ? ave
brought about miracles 10 productive ach ieveme nt whe n on e considers
the out-of-date character of so muc h o f Brit a in's indu stri al plant , and
the bitter opposition of reactionary emp loyers tow ard s con sidering any
constructive part in the planning and or ganis ation o f indu str y th at the
workers above all others are capable o f und erta king . It is the workers
and their families who have borne the chief brun~ of the air-raids and
flying-bomb, and hundreds of th ou sand s of their homes have been
destroyed, their precious hou sehold good s, acquired as a result of a
lifetime of sacrifice, blow n sky hi gh in a few minutes. It is their wives
who have to queue for weary hour s for rationed goods, and it is their
women folk who have gon e by the mill ion into industry, and, as is
now rightly recognised, have played a most imp ort ant role throughout
every aspect of the war effort.

Much has been said about the high wages the wo rkers a re alleged
to have drawn. but few menti on th e long hours, the arduous toil, the
increased output, the incr ease d cost of living or the heavy deductions
taken from their wages in income tax. It is their work, sacrifice.
powers of endurance, and initi ative in the factories that have enabled
us to reach the prese nt po sition where victory over fascism is in sight.
And it is the workers an d their families who will also in peace-time be
that mighty constructive fo rce in the country th at will enable us to
proceed to new conquests over poverty and unemployment and in­
security, win closer co-opera tion with the peoples of the world and be
the indestructible bastion agai nst any fur ther rise of reaction, either at
home or abroad, that can jeop ardi se the future peace o f the world.

In the course of the wa r we have already seen cert ain new features
arise in the fight to enforce th e ideas and dem and s of the wo rkers on
both the employers an d the Go vernment. The workers in Joint
Production Committees have gon e further than ever before in gettin g
a say in the actual organ isation of production . The y have begun to
check. control and cons tr uctive ly improve on the organisation of the
nation's productive mac hine.

We have seen how. beginning within a single fac to ry and by putting
pressure on a single employer. the wo rkers have found it nece ssar y to
go beyond this. They hav e had to tackle the higher org ani sation of
production, challenge the planning by Go vernment dep artm ent s and
e pose the inefficiency of managements in a manner th at has com­
pelled widespread public a ttention and support and forc ed the
Government to take drastic act ion.
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They have had to over-ride the barriers between separate competin ~

aircraft firms and get a pooling of common experience and kn owledge
by bringing all Joint Production Committees together, as we saw in the
case of the production of the Lancaster bomber. The resu lt was the
working out of a common plan that enabled a more rapid outPllt of
this bomber at a very vital time in the conduct of the war.

Their activity in linking up one factory with another has fo rced the
Government to establish Boards to co-ordinate production, and has
done something to cut through the jungle of vested interests and get
more orderly allocation of contracts. In some cases it has led to the
Government having to take over control of various firms.

Thus, in the new conditions we now have to face, the strugg le begins
to take on a new character, where small factory issues can develop
to a point where they become matters of national concern which can
only be put right by national control and planning.

4. The people of the middle class have to make up their minds which
political line they mean to follow, that of the capitalist class or the
working class. However much some of them believe there is a middle
course or an independent role for them to pursue, such is no t the case,
as all experience goes to prove. They are dependent upo n the turn in
events brought about by the strength of the capitalist class or the
working class.

Already we can see significant signs of the realisation of where their
true interests lie, in the way that so many members of the middle class
and their professional organisations are now allying themse lves with
the Trade Union Congress, and becoming members of the Liberal.
Labour and Communist Parties or of Common Wealth.

It represents the knowledge out of bitter experience that, under
existing conditions, capitalism acts as a restrictive force on all the
aspects of life that they are especially interested in, and co ndemns the
the majority to low salaries and great insecurity because they are not
as well organised as the working class . Added to this is the influence
of the Soviet Union and the way it has solved some of the social
problems still confronting Britain, as well as its part in the war.

They arc looking for an alternative to the restoration of the pre­
war system . It is up to the Labour movement to convince them that
their only future lies with the Labour and progressive forces of Britain,
working for social advance and for Socialism.

5. The decisive issue for the whole population is what economic
and political policy will be adopted by the Government, the ca pitalist
class and the working class in the post-war period
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We have seen the immense pos~ibilities that ~x is t in ~ritain and

~~I;:c~~~;~~e~ \~~rl~n f~~p~~s~~~a?~I~~e ~fvf~~(~~~I.~~ri~~~I~~~~~~;~~
of the people and the carrying through of an exten sive and fa r-reac h ing

serie s of social reforms.

6 The issue facing Britai n can be stated simpl y. Is the post-war

~~~~~;e ~~te~~h~i~:stt~~tr, ~~~~e ~~t~~~~I~h~~~~~:~~iff::eSnt~~n~~~o~~
that ex ist in 1944?

Let us recall what happened af ter th e last war, and why the memory
of it so deeply seared into the workers' mind s. As soon as the sho rt­
lived post-war trade boom was ov er, the employers commenced the
mo st vicious attack on the workers' wages and conditions: the mo st
ter rible cutting of social serv ices and unemployment benefit took place.
Britain's main industries were reduced to a secondary position, pro­
ducing distressed areas and mass unemployment. Shipyards were
closed down, cotton mills destroyed, invention was restricted, splendid
mach inery and plants smas hed up. People were made poor, malnu­
tr ition and squalor increased. Two Labour Governments were brought
down by the unscrupulous use of the power of the Press and finance .
In short, between the two wa rs ca pitalism brought endless misery and
suffering to a majority of the people.

Capi talism was respons ible for strikes and lock-outs, the General
Strike, the Trade Dispu tes Act , the severance of relations with the
Soviet Union.

7. If it is not to happen aga in cer tain essential facts must be grasped
and acted upon accordingly. F irst, there must be an entirely different
kind of Parliament in Bri ta in, one in which the domination of 265
Tor ies, holding 512 directorships, is brought to an end . Wh atever the
title or composition of the new Government-and that can only be
determined as a result of the General Election-it must rest upon a
solid Labour and Progressive majority, one that has gained the support
of all that is best in the cou ntry , irrespective of their class or social
connections. It must be bac ked by similar majorities in all local and
county authorities, and by a mass movement throughout the country.

Such a Government will not onl y have to plan and guide the entire
policy of the nation, but will also have to ensure that all ke y positions
of the Government an d Civil Ser vice shall be occupied by trusted
representatives who will ca rr y out its polic y and avoid the scandal of
blackmail to which the two Labour Governments wero subjected by th e
Treasury and the City of London in 1924 and 1929.
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BRITAIN FOR THE PEO P LE

Robert Blatchford once created a tremendous political ferm ent \\ith
a book called Britain for the British. Today, a majority of the nation
intend to win Britain for the People. a Britain in which we live and
work in peace and friendship with the peoples of the world, and claim
for ourselves nothing we will not support others in obtaining.

The people want jobs for all, good wages and shorter hours . The}
want homes, social security and a healthy nation. They wan t plent\
for all, a conception of life that is not just work, bread and bed, but
one which provides great opportunities for leisure and recreation, wider
cultural interests and facilities through which all the genius an d ability
of the working people can have full scope.

They want for their children a democratic educational syst em from
the nursery school to the University, unfettered by wealt h and class
privilege or reactionary religious bias, an education which fits the
young to become the splendid citizens of tomorrow, strengthened in
whatever trade or profession to which they care to turn their hands
and brains by the knowledge that they are working ani bui lding in a
new way for a new Britain; education that inspires and enlarg es vision
and creates dissatisfaction and resentment at things that are wrong and
could so easily be put right.

The people want a fuller life, want to be able to enjoy all that the
rich take for granted as their exclusive rights-to travel an d study, to
enjoy the arts and master science, to have in their ho mes all the
comforts and pleasures which the rich want in theirs.

The people want to see an extension of democracy thro ughout all
their institutions and the ending of class privilege and snobbery. They
want to take part in the administration of their own cou ntry and
the organisation of their own lives. For many years, the peopl e have
shown, in the conduct of their Trade Unions and Co-operative
organisations, their administrative work in Parliament and in Local
Authorities, that they have greater abilities than Liberals, To ries or
so-called Independents and Moderates.

During the war, this democracy has been considerably extend ed. In
the work of numerous Government Committees, Civil Defence. Fire­
Watching, Home Guard, Canteen Committees, Evacuation Com mittees,
Shelter Committees. but above all the Joint Production Committees, the
people have shown how they can make democratic organisation work .
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Thi country would not now po~s~ss the magnificent equipment it has
\\ithout the suggestions for avoiding bottle-necks and for the smooth
working of industry put forward by the workers ?~ th: job ..
Democracy has meant not merely voting, but the administration 01

things b) the people them.selves. . . . .
The people strongly desire to see this experience carried forward In

f:i~c:h~~~~ ~eec~~~~c~~;\:i~;J f~ri~ni~h~h;o~~~~::t~I~I~s~he nation that

The people want peace. They want to live as good neighbours with
the peoples of the world. They are ashamed at the appalling contrast
between the conditions we have, imperfect as they are, and those we
impose on countries we claim as British Colonial possessions. The
people understand that there can be 110 real peace, democracy or free­
dom for themselves, so long as they are forced to acquiesce in dying
the same rights to others, and in the enslavement and exploitation of
other peoples.

How can it be done? We reply, by a Government based on a
Labour and progressive majority in Parliament, commanding the
support of all, whatever class or section they represent, who desire that
the lessons of the war shall be learnt and applied in the peace.

Such a Government will be backed outside Parliament by a united
and powerful Labour, Trade Union and Co-operative movement, of
which the Communist Party will be recognised as an integral part. It
will be backed by the will and determination of the people, expressing
itself also in the winning of majorities on Local and County Authori­
ties. so that the general policy animating progress in Parliament and
industry will be supplemented and reinforced by all organs of Local
Government.

Such a Government will have to challenge the right of a few big
business men, controlling important industrial and financial concerns,
to u e or misuse our national resources as they think fit. The first duty
of the Government will be to see that use is made of the productive
ability and skill of every man and woman, that our industries are
developed and brought up to date, that the new factories and machines
we have acquired during the war are used to increase the wealth of the
nation as a whole.

To do that. the Government will have to own some important
industries and bu inesses. and exercise strict control over others. It
must determine what are the most urgent needs. and set industry to

ork on them. It must spend money for school hospitals and houses
as fearlessly as the Government has done during the war for Spitfire»



and Churchill tanks, and it must encourage the raising of wages and
living standards all round, for this is the surest way to preven t slumps
and unemployment.

During the war, no one would tolerate a Government which allowed
aircraft workers to stand idle, and let the flying bombs get th rough
because" we can't afford any more Typhoons," or because " the
company doesn't think it would pay to build any more ," T here is no
need to tolerate it in peace-time either,

Instead of the sovereign power of a few big business men, the
Government must assert the sovereign power of the peop le.

It is generally recognised that you cannot solve the proble ms arising
from the growth of monopoly control in certain vita l indus tries by a
stro of the pen, and return to the days of free compe tition and
individual ownership. On the other hand, a point has now been
reached where in a number of such indus tries their contro l by the
monopolists has become a fetter on production and prev ents their
usage to the maximum possibilities, with the result tha t publ ic opinion
is moving strong ly in the direction of demanding socia l control. This,
however, can only be effective on the basis of their public ownership.
We have reached a position in which only through the nationalisation
of such indus tries can there be any real planni ng or full and efficient
use of these produ ctive resources for the satisfaction of the needs of
the people at home and abroad.

What, therefore, are the immediate steps that such a G overnment
should car ry out, in alliance with its supporters outsi de Parli ament?

It must take over owners hip of certain key indus tries-coa l and
power, trans por t, iron and steel, the land and the banks, in order to
guarantee the success of any plans for using our productive resources
to the full, and raising our standards of life.

Th e peop le are ready for such measures. T hey have seen from their
own experience that nothing less can give the nat ion wha t it needs.
For years past they have observed the growth of larger and larger
companies, the steady development towards trusts and combin es, until
the power to decide exactly how much Britain shall pro duce and at
wha t price is concentrated in the hands of a few men. The people
recognise the danger of plans made by these monopolists, who do not
plan production according to the people's needs but according to what
will yield the greatest profit, who have been responsible for so much
unemployment, stagnation and waste in the years before the war, But
the people recognise, too, that the day has gone by for un planned
econom y. With the immense scale of our produc tive resources, the
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huce and complex organisation of industry at home and throughout
the" world, there can be no progress or security without planning, and
only a Government representing the people can be trusted to plan in
their interests.

For example, we cannot build a prosperous Britain on the basis of
a decayed mining industry, where conditions are so bad that the next
generation loathes the idea ?f working in i~. It is possible to provide
conditions that will make rrurnng an attractive career, and at the same
time give industry plentiful supplies of coal and coal products at
reasonable prices. But this cannot be done on the basis of the private
ownership and private profit-making which has reduced one of our
greatest national assets, the coalfields. to their present ramshackle,
chaotic and inefficient condition. Putting the coalfields on a sound
footing is a job beyond the vision or resources of the present owners.
They must be replanned as a whole. without considerations of quick
profit. The new shafts must be sunk, the machinery put where the mining
engineers think it is needed, not where it suits financial interests. Only
in -this way can we get an efficient industry upon which the power,
chemical and all coal-using industries can be securely founded.

A nationalised fuel industry. including gas and electric power. with
the Local Authorities controlling their distribution, would make it
possible to develop a whole number of new industries such as plastics
and light metals, to transform farms and villages and end the crowding
of the whole family in the kitchen because it can't afford to keep two
fires going. So national control of the coal industry will increase the
wealth of the nation as a whole.

Tn demanding this, we shall have the support not only of the miners
but of the whole Labour movement and of many coal-using businesses
which have been retarded because of the high price of their fuel.

The steel industry. like the coal industry. is the basis for almost all
manufactured goods. The whole scale of industrial production in
peace-time and the size of armies in war-time is limited by the size of
the steel industry. which at present is controlled by one of the tightest
and most restrictive price-fixing monopolies in Britain.

During the war. the steel ring has been able to avoid expanding its
basic production at all. It has operated with one eye on the post-war
period and the need at all costs to avoid" surplus capacity" because of
its fear of over-production. It has left us dependent at the most critical
stages of the war on steel imported from America. Already before the
war, protected behind a tariff, it had made British steel about the
dearest in the world, as the motor manufacturers. for instance, COlT)-
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plained, and since the war it has been able to boost price still higher.
Its slogan of ., high prices and low production" goes along with serio us
technical backwardness. which nevertheless allows it to make hug e
profits at the expense of the steel-using industries. The high price of
the all-steel .. Portal House" is an outstanding example-s-in a £600
house no less than £175 is for steel.

Left in private hands. the steel monopoly would be a most serio us
obstacle to re-equipping our own industry and developing our most
valuable exports-engineering products. It is also one of the st rong­
holds of the monopolists, and its leading personalities are (like the
coalowners, with whom they are closely inter-connected) assoc iated
with the most reactionary and pro-fascist tendencies in our politica l
life. National ownership of steel would open out immense new poss i­
bilities for the engineering and shipbuilding industries. and its rapi d
modernisation on the lines of the best American and Soviet plan ts
would be felt to advantage right through the economic system.

Inland transport is the life-line of Britain. It affects the price of
every product. and has a tremendous influence on the siting of industry
and the planning of towns. With the growth of cities many worke rs
spend the equivalent of one full working day a week travelling to and
from work. often in extreme discomfort. Bad transport is second only
to bad housing in harmful affects on our daily lives.

Our transport system at present is a drag on the efficiency of our
who le industry. On the one hand there is wasteful competi tion betw een
railways and road haulage and canals. which bars the way to natio nal
development of any kind. On the other. the railways exploit their
monopoly position for carrying many classes of goods. and thei r
financial links with the bus companies. to charge high fares and
freights, while neglecting electrification. larger wagons and other
improvements. so long as they wring out year after year immense sums
in interest and dividends. The costs of transport in Britain are bel ieved
to be four times as great as in America. Moreover, the working co n­
ditions in rail and road haulage, at least. are among the poorest in any
major industry.

Only a unified national transport system can overcome the was teful
overlapping between road and rail. The Government would therefore
nationalise the railways and long-distance road haulage. docks. internal
air-lines. canals and coastwise shipping. and organise them as a unified
ystern. It would take over the bus companies and transfer local

services to Local Authority control. for the Local Councils are in the
best position to know what services their people need, Firms would
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.:ontillue to operate their ~wn lorries~ and the small lo rr y-owne r could
continue to provide a useful service III sho rt -distance haulag e.

It would be a long overdue me asure of socia l justice if thes e measures
of nationalisation were carrie d through with out compensation, but we
do not propse to raise tha t issue, because it wo uld pro voke polit ical
differences mat might hold back the progress the pe ople a re waiung to
realise. But whatever term s of com pensation are decided upon, It is
essential that the private stockholders should not be bought out with
stock in the national und ert akings, but with general State bonds which
will carry a lower ra te of interest. In this way, the finance of
nationalIsation should ens ure a diminished burden of unremunerative
charges, and increase funds available for development and for im­
proving the conditions of the workers, while the private stockholders
would cease to have any voice in how the nat ionally-owned industry
should be run.

The management of every nationalised industry must be directly
responsible to a Mini ster, and, through him, to Parliament. Its
directors and execu tive officers must be appointed on the basis of
efficiency and qualifications for the job, and not because they used to
be financially interested in the industry when it was privately owned.
The fullest opportunity must be given to the Trade Unions, at all levels.
to play their part in improving the service and in enlisting the know­
ledge and initiative of the workers on the job. The nationalised
industries will no t be centralised bureaucratic machines run from
Whitehall; their task will be to serve the people, to draw the people into
their administration at every level , and to submit their record and the ir
plans for popular app roval, so that the strengthening of production and
the extension of dem ocracy proceed side by side. The idea of running
a nationalised ind ustry like any other business, free from popular
control and witho ut direct Parliamentary responsibility, is a most un­
businesslike fallacy which would produce not efficiency but stagnation ,
and defeat the purpose of nat ional ownership.

With national ow nership of the land, Local Authorities will be able
to replan our tow ns and citie s as places that are pleasant to live in,
not, as so many are toda y, one or two expensive" residential· ' suburbs
and the rest drab and congested. Instead of having to build new
workers' houses on the che apest sites available-the" odd lots" near
railways and cana l banks or factories-they will be ab le to plan ho uses
and gardens an d shop ping centres so that it all fits in, and makes a
town which is not only easy on the eye, but easy to live in, to get to
work in, and to bri ng up a family in . It is also essential in order to



cut down the hcav y price of land which is a main cause of high rents,
National ownership of the land, with security of tenure for efficient

farmers, whether tenants or owner-occupiers, is essential to any real
policy of consolidating the war-time advances made in agricultural
production, and developing them still further.

War needs have resulted in an increase of 70 per cent in food pro ­
duction, with a better standard of nutrition for many sections of the
people as a result of more equitable distribution of the availa ble
supplies. The prospect of world food shortage immediately after the
war, and the need for industrial development, will make essential the
maintenance and extension of agricultural progress.

There must be a national food policy designed to secure completely
adequate nutrition for the entire population. If our land resources are
fully utilised for maximum production, British agriculture can make a
still larger contribution towards feeding the people.

This means a complete break with the pre-war policy which relega ted
agriculture to a secondary position, allowed millions of acres to go
out of cultivation, relied mainly on high imports of foodstuffs and
sought to maintain with subsidies a limited British agriculture.

Such a basic change in the position of agriculture will require a bold
and far-reaching policy. It is necessary to remedy the root causes of
inefficiency by a planned development. This will require capital and
state aid, and the removal of unnecessary burdens, including th ose
arising from the private ownership of land.

The war-time advance has been secured by the development of a
balanced agriculture, by the ploughing up of land, and by the poli cy
of .. taking the plough round the farm." The extension of this proces s
after the war will make it possible for us to provide all the milk, eggs
and vegetables which we require, as well as more meat and a sub ­
stantial increase in cereals, including wheat.

This policy involves, first, the planning of production on a natio na l
scale, with participation of the farmers and farm workers through the
County Agricultural Committees. which must be reorganised on a
democratic basis with increased representation of the working farmers
and farm workers; second, special assistance to the small men, who
form the majority of farmers, with the fullest encouragement an d
assistance for joint purchase of requirements and sale of products,
provision of village granaries and fertiliser depots, pooling of
machinery and joint cropping: and, third, recognition of the fact tha t
private ownership of the land imposes unnecessarily heavy burdens and
will obstruct the full development of our policy at every point.



B R 1 '1 A IN FO R r 11 E P EO P L E 49

The power of the financia l centre had shape d not on ly the develop­
ment of industry but the actions of Gove rnments in the past The
banks used their power to influence t?e development of i?du stry in the
1930s to finance companies to restr ict output, close ship yards, scrap
cotton mills and build up a high-price monopoly, Na tional control of
the banking system is needed to direct a steady flow of credit at low
rates of interest to the expa nsion of new industries, the re-equipment
of the mines and cotton mills, the encouragement of ne w enterprises in
the former Distressed Areas, and the building of houses . National
ownership of the Bank of England, which acts as backer both to the
Government and the other ba nks, is needed, so that finance becomes
the servant of a progressive Gov ernment and never again , as in 1931,
the weapon with which a La bo ur Government is brought down.

Along with the banks, the Government must take over the great
industrial assurance companies, whose control of the savings of millions
of workers has made them an immense financial power. Beveridge has
shown how necessary such a step is to end the waste of workers ' money
in unnecessary administrative expenses and huge dividends to the share­
holders, It is still more necessary in view of the powerful reactionary
role of these companies as investor s.

Ownership of the banks will in itself put the Government in a
position to influence whe re and when much of the new investment
shall take place and where the new factories and machines are to be
placed, But many of the most powerful companies today have built
up out of their surplus pro fits immense funds which can be used to
re-equip their old factories and build new one s without ever needing
to borrow from the banks or raise money through the Stock Exchange.
Their investment plans, too, mu st be controlled by the Government
through a National Investme nt Board, so that there will be no
disorganisation and waste of the nation's resources , but first thing s
will come first-houses before luxur y flats, and new factories for the
old industrial areas getting their right place in the plan . No firm must
be allowed to put any new majo r development into effect without a
licence from this Central Board.

Only on this basis can we ab olish the violent fluctuation in the level
of investment from year to year which is so often the cau se of
disastrous slumps, A Government which directly owns some of the
main investing industries, which controls the flow of credit and which
exercises a firm direc tion over all la rge schemes of capital construction
can do a great deal to maintain full emplo yment.

With these strong-points firmly in its hands , the Government and
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the people will be in a po sition to cont rol their economic dest inies to ,~

greater extent than ever before. This does not mean the end of
capitalism, but it does mean taking away from a small grou p of
ca pita lists the pow er to restrict and confine our whole economic life,
to plan our indu strie s or leave them unplanned, so that worke rs arc
employed or thru st on to the street s at the ir bidding.

The capit alists will still make profits, but they will not be free to use
those profit s just as they like, and those who cannot make profi ts and
pay decent wages at the same time, will have to do without the pr ofits.
The y will be weaker, and the working people will be stronger.

On this ba sis the Government must guide and plan the whole COurse
of production in accordance with its policy at home and abroad. The
people have seen in two wars that in thi s sup reme national crisis.
private enterprise is immediately unable to saf eguard the defence and
well-being of the country. The State has to step in, to pla n wha t is
wanted, to build its own factories, to give the orders; has, in sho rt,
to plan and unif y the whole production of the nation.

The State must take the same responsibility in time of peace . On
this basis, the State would:

I . Prepare a guiding plan for production in peace-time, set targets
and objectives, sa tisfying urgent needs first.

2. Make bulk purchases of essent ial goods, particularly hou sing
materials, food and clothing. The organisat ion of distribution should
be carried out so as to ensure that supplies are fairly shared.

3. Allocate supplies according to the importance or urgency of the
work to be done .

4. Make full use of existing plant, including that of sma ll and
medium producers, in allocating contracts.

5. Turn State war factories over to peace -time use wherever poss ible.
6. Make State aid and credits available to enterprises for new

developments that wo uld benefit the public.
7. Give special encouragement to new indu stri al development in the

former Di stre ssed Areas.
8. Utili se the controlling bodies to ensure the fulfilment of the

peace-time production programme, to reduce economic cos ts, and
to promote efficiency .

Control of Privately Owned Industries. It will not be necess a ry to
own every industry to carr y out such a policy. Monopoly capitalism
will still exi st, though great in: Dads will have been made into its po wer.
but monopolists and SPCCll!::'C'S will not be allowed the supreme and
unchecked. power they had belore the war.
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It will be necessary to maintain efficient price-controlling machinery,
so that costs, prices and profits can b~ checked by, the Government
This method has been ~uccessful during the .war 111 preventing ~he

'uzy skv-rocketing of prices for food and clothing that went on during
~~d afte~ the last war, and in developing mass production of " Utility"
goods. There is every ~'eason why It should be part of the Gov~rn­

ment's job in normal tImes: not only t~ protect the people again t
profiteering, but to st1~dardlse good qual.lty products and to press ~or

the speediest introductIon of. new. tech~lcal methods that can bring
prices down and make the nauon richer 111 real wealth.

We have had examples of how this might be done in "Utility"
production, and to some extent with the factory-made house, but the
weakne s has been that in the monopolised industries, the control of
prices has been left far too much to the judgment of the monopolists
themselves. The price controls of the post-war period must not be left
to the monopolists to operate as they see fit. Use can be made of
Co-operators, business men from other industries, Civil Servants and
Trade Unionists. to establish a much stronger and more independent
central control which would not only see whether existing prices were
'ielding an excessive profit, but whether they could be brought down

if output were increased and more efficient methods used.
A famous American banker once said that bankers don't like new

inventions because they make banking unsafe. Of course, when a
firm has a factory that is making profits out of boots at £1 a pair, and
orneone invents a machine that can turn them out for sale at lOs.

a pair. it's bad business for the company and its banker, but good
business for the people. One of the worst sides of private monopolies
is that they own or buy up new inventions which they will neither use
themselves nor allow any other company to use. Leg islation must be
introduced to make this illegal and to free new inventions for use
by all those who are prepared to develop them.

There must be the closest Government control of international
agreements affecting trusts and combines. Never again must we allow
great combines-e-" states within a state "-to conclude agreements
which divide up world markets between them so as to maintain high
prices and low production, without ever consulting or even informing
people and Parliaments, We have seen revealed in the invcstiuations
of the American Government how cartel agreements with German
indu tries hindered our defence and prevented the United J ations
from developing aluminium, synthetic rubber and other industries
valuable for war, but also for peace. Economic relations between
nations must be settled by the Governments in the interests of raising
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living standards, not by secret treaties betwe en the combines which
make profits out of scarcity.

No one single law will deal with all the effects that spr ing from
monopoly power. What is needed is continuous Government enquiry
into the activities of trusts and combines and full and fearless PUblica­
tion of the results. (There has been no official investigation of their
actions in Britain for over twenty years .) Above all, the Govern ment
must keep and use whenever necessary, the power it now has to
nominate directors to the boards of big concerns, to replace them if
their conduct of the business is unsatisfactory, and, if necessary. to
take it over altogether, as was done with Short's aircraft facto ry.

The Government will ensure jobs for all by increasing purc has ing
power and living standards, and making war on restriction and high
prices. It will itself spend money on houses, hospitals and scho ols, on
new equipment for the railways, the mines and the steel-works, which
can increase and cheapen their products. It will place bulk orders with
private industry so that good-quality clothing and furniture can be
produced in bulk to be re-sold to the public. In this way it can give
the small manufacturer the assurance he needs to expand prod uction,
and guarantee good-quality products at low prices.

The Government will fight against crises and unemployment, no:
only by maintaining control, but also by increasing the purcha sing
power of the people, and this it will do, as far as Britain is conc erned,
largely by encouraging and aiding the work of the Trade Uni ons and
the Co-operative movement.

During the war, the amount the worker produces every hou r has
increased much faster than his wages. In many industries, men or
women workers, paid at semi-skilled rates, are turning out, with new
machinery, more than the most skilled craftsman could do in the past.
The working people as a whole could produce at least 30 per cent.
per hour more than pre-war. We shall need to raise wages so tha t they
can also buy more. This is necessary to raise living standards and to
prevent crises and unemployment. For after the W:lI', it will be the
money the people have to spend that gives industry a great home
market and provides jobs for everyone. Pressure of the Trade Unions
for better wages and shorter hours will be one of the mai n fo rces
compelling reorganisation and technical improvements.

It will not be the Government's job alone to tackle this prob lem.
The Trade Unions will have a great part to play in securing better
conditions for their members, but the Government can and will help
their work forward.
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Th~ Government will free the Tr:lde Unions ~rom the legal ~ette:s
of the Trade Disputes Act of 19'27 and Regulation lAA., but It will
"0 much further, and compel the e~lployers by law, as. Roosevelt. has

~o~~~na~:e~~~:sd \\Si\ft~~, I~Og:~~o;~~~~c~~da~e;~~~~~m~~h s~~~d~~~o(:~
has been done to some exten~ during the war) I? order to end the
sC:lndal of the anti-Trade Unlo~ employer who IS able to under~ut

firms which keep the rules: ThIs wI.ll also encourage Trade UnI~n

organisation where the Unions ar~ still weak. The Government WIll
compel the employers to recognise the Shop Stewards and Works
Committees as part of the general recognition of the Trade Unions.
It will safeguard the Shop Stewards against victimisation, for they have
proved over and over again during the war that they can be the eyes
and ears of a democratic Government control on the job.

The Government will introduce legislation for a 40-hour working
week as the maximum normal hours, and at least two weeks' holiday
a year with pay, not counting public holidays. The right to leisure
and enjoyment will transform the lives of millions and allow them to
develop new interests for the first time. The 40.hour week in France
before the war resulted in a flowering of working-class life such as
had never been seen before: not merely political life, but every kind
of activity-sport, cycling, workers' Universities, theatres, holiday
homes in the mountains-all sprang up. It would be the same here.
We should hear much less complaining that working people" weren't
interested" once they got a little more of the leisure that every
well-to-do person takes for granted and has to excess, and the work
of democratic organisation, Local Councils, Trade Unions and
Co-operatives would become far more effective when the workers
were not too exhausted to take part in them adequately.

Alongside higher standards for those at work, the Government will
guarantee security for those who are unable to work through sickness,
disablement or old age. The Beveridge proposals are a beginning on
which all progressive people will agree, but the Government can do
more than this. It could immediately carry out the plans for a
I ational Health service with only one kind of treatment for everyone
-the best. Instead of queueing for a hurried consultation in a crowded
surgery, or relying on the patent medicine advertisements for doctoring.
the worker's ailments would be diagnosed by his own doctor in -h

well-equipped Health Centre, with all the facilities for testing and
special treatment which make medicine a science, and for which the
wealthy pay their twenty guineas in Harley Street.

The school-leaving age would be raised to 16 immediately. The
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building of new schools would be accelerated and generou assistance
given for training more teachers, so that there can be smalle r c\asse
and every child can get the individual attention it needs.

The national production plan must give high priority to schoo l and
hospital building, and to training teachers and nurses.

The principles of these reforms are widely agreed on. What is
needed is to get them carried through speedily and on a generous scale
That needs a bold and generous financial policy . Wh ere will th '
Government get the money to do all these things? Won 't it mean
running up a huge National Debt and impoverishing the peo ple? This
is a bogey that has often been used to frighten the workers off demand_
ing big social reforms, but in fact it is no more difficult for the
Government to spend money in peace-time than in war-ti me-provided
it is not afraid of taxing the rich.

What we call the National Debt is for the most part no t money
which Britain owes to any foreign country, but money which past
Governments have borrowed within Britain, mainly from the profits
of the rich, to finance those of its activities which were not paid for
at once by taxation. Most of it was used to pay for wars , The total
interest paid on this money is now about £500 millions a year.
It is paid out of our taxes, mainly into the bank acc ou nts of the
well-to-do. Small savings make up only a small proportion of the total.

The Government we want to see will not be frightened by the
National Debt. First of all it will see to it that the who le national
income is maintained and increased bv the measures it takes to control
production and provide jobs for everyone. If our national inco me can
be kept at anything like the present level, and if we no longer have to
spend £4,000 millions a year on the war, we can prevent the Nat ional
Debt interest of £500 millions a year being made the pretex t through
which attacks are made on the workers' standards of living.

It is estimated that no less than £450 millions out of the £500 millio ns
interest payable each year on money loaned goes to rich peop le, large
companies and banks. While the Government will have to keep
taxation of the rich at a high level, it can also secure a substa ntial
reduction in the burden of the National Debt through such a measure
as a capital levy on the rich. That portion of the National Debt which
is held by working people, and represents genuine savings again st a
rainv dav, would not be affected.

The Government would immediately reduce the £1,000 millio ns of
indirect taxes which fall mainly on the working class-their beer and
tobacco, their sugar and matches, their tea and cocoa-and raise the
limit below which incomes are taxed. It would, however. main tain
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. h ra tes of taxation on th e highe r inc omes , and t?e pr?fi ts of
11l~lpan i es . It will also have a growing sourc e o f fina nce Il1 th e mcome
c~ the nat ionalised industries. 1 hrough con~rol o t th e Bank. of En glan d
and sou rces of credit it could continue to rai se other fund s If necessar y.

at low interest rates.
Thi s programme will I~o t me~n regime nting eYe ry ~ody , as certain

f,~~:;og;n~~~sseo:U1~~~ ~~~I~:~ ~~;o:'~u~/~~~~nf~'r t~~ :~~:~:ll~I~~~e:~I~
uet rid of the fear of u~employme~ t a~d the poverty WhICh Impnsone.d
them . For the professional men, It will mean the ~hance to use th~Ir

skill an d knowledge to the full ; fo : the small bU:ll1e.ss man? security
against the dangers of ..slump s. wh,l,ch threaten hIS h!e savings, and
prot ect ion against th~ sq ueezll1.g . of the monopohst~ . T~e only
freed om that will be interfe red with IS the fr eedom of big business to
make the nation poor.

Pro sperity for Britain is linked up with the prosperity of the world .
It will not be part of th e Go vernment's policy to try to restore the
pre- war relations betwee n Britain and the world, where our whole
trade was organised on the basis that some £200 millions a year in
inte rest had to be pa id by the people of other countries to City of
Lon don bondholders. T he G overnment will take every step to promote
the exchange of our own products with those we need from other nations,
not on the basis of a balanc e of profit or advantage to one country or
the other, but for the mut ua l advantage of both.

H ow will it do this? First, by the measures it takes to build up the
efficiency of our industries so that we no longer expect other countries
to pay through the nose fo r their backwardness or their monopoly
agree ments. Secondly, by fully and fearlessly participating in the
co-operation between the Governments of the United Nations on
intern ational policies for organ ising food supplies, currency agreements
and investment to deve lop the industries of deva stated or backward
countries, especially o f C olon ial countries. Thirdly, by co-operating
wholeheartedly with the U.S.S.R. and the other United Nations to
establish security agai nst any future fascist aggression: and fourthly, by
giving the Colonial pe oples their freedom, for only on that basis can
the productive powers of the se countries be developed to the full.

This will mean tha t the Government must continue to exercise
con siderable control over imports and exports through some extension
of the war-time licens ing system, though it will not require to be
an ything like so string ent as in war-time, when there is such a shortage
of shipping. Such control is the onl y way to see that a proper balance
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is kept; it is l~e only ~ay to end th.e secr~t treaties between the cOl11bJne~

and put trading relations on a fair basis.

The people will not be denied . Monopoly has restricted pro duction:
now monopoly must be restricted in order that the people, yo u and I
our neighbours next door, our mates. in mill, mine and shipyard, on
the sea and on the land, together with the teacher, the doctor, the
scientist, the technician, and all others of good will, shall a t last get
together and use Britain's unlimited resources in the common interests
of the vast majority of the people.

Those who work for this are the friends of the people; those who
oppose and work to prevent it are the enemies of the peop le, and must
be defeated. To get measures for a better Britain on the sta tute book
is only the beginning of the battle. During the war we have seen how
reactionary employers, backed up by reactionary magistrates, a re able
to misuse necessary war-time legislation to penalise the wor kers, but
never the employers. We have seen all the obstacles put in the way
of the successful functioning of Joint Production Committees, the
perverse resistance to recognising the constructive part the wor kers
have to play in the organisation of production.

How much greater will be the resistance to such social measures as
we have outlined here! Highly placed financial gro upings and
employers will do all in their power to prevent such meas ures being
successfully applied even though they are on the statute book. Their
agents in key positions, in the State apparatus, finance, and industr y
alike, will be organised to try and prevent such a policy. Th ey will
use Press, platform, radio and reactionary religious and professional
organisations to influence public opinion against it, with a view of
bringing about the defeat of the Government.

The Government will need to mobilise all its resources-the working
people in their political and Trade Union and Co-operative orga nisa­
tions, the Local Authorities, Works Committees, the progressive sections
of the middle class and their professional organisations.

To all these various democratic movements belong countless men and
women of a new type, people who want to serve their country and thei r
fellow-citizens, people whose energies, ideas and constructive abi lity
have all been frustrated by the restriction of the monopolists.

These are the people who have got Britain out of a mess durin g the
war, when the competition, inefficiency and profit-seeking mot ives of
some monopolies threatened the nation with disaster. These ar e the
people that are the real backbone of the nation, and who, firmly uni ted
together, represent a power that cannot be denied .



CHAPTEH lX

PEACE AND WORLD SECURITY

.. We recognise fully the supreme responsibility resting upon us ami
all the United Nations to. make a peace which will command the

~~~~~illtho: t:C~l~r~~w::~m~~~r:as~~s ~fa:h~o~eo~~en~f ~~~e~~(~~'s.~,~
(Churchill, Roosel'elt and Stalin at Teheran.y

A great deal is being said and written just now about the need
for the United Nations to declare their peace aims. One would
imagine that the historic conference ~t Teheran in. December, ~943,

had never taken place, for at this epoch-making international
conference, Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin declared their aims, as
quoted above, with simplicity and clarity. They are to make a peace
that will .. banish the scourge and terror of war for many generations."

Thus, if the workers of the world especially know how to act and
lead, we have the possibility of the fervent declaration" Never Again!"
being made a reality.

o sacrifice is too great to be made by the peace-loving peoples of
the world to achieve this. To fail would be to commit a terrible crime
against future generations, and to betray every man, woman and child
who in this war have lost their lives that peace-the greatest prize
of all-may be won.

The foundations of such a firm and lasting peace must be:-
I. The co-operation of Britain, America, the Soviet Union and China

in fulfilling the responsibility of leadership for the maintenance
of world security and peace.

2. The complete destruction of the power of German fascism and
reaction, as of Japanese reaction, and effective measures to prevent
new aggression by Germany or Japan.

3. The establishment of a world organisation of democratic nations,
based on the freedom and equality of all nations, under the
leadership of the four principal powers, for the maintenance of
world peace and promotion of international co-operation.

4. Development of international economic co-operation.
This programme can be carried out. given the unity and determina­

tion of the people in all countries to ensure its fulfilment.
But we cannot be blind to the campaign which is being conducted

from many quarters to undermine these principles and wreck the
prospect of lasting peace.



The re ar~ ~hose who ~t i ll oppose firn: and . lasting cO-opera tion
between Britain and Am erica, and the Soviet Union, and put forw ard
inste ad the aim of exclu sive An glo-Am erican co-operation in i olation
from th e rest of the wo rld . Such a policy would lead to a rno t
dangerous division, repeating the evils of the situation which pre ccded
the pr esent war and giving an easy opportunity for the reviva l of
German reaction and military pow er.

Then again there are those who oppose the whole aim of
co-operation between the four leadin g powers as a .. reviva l of POWer
politics." They fail to see that the evil of " power politics" cons istej
in balancing one pow er or group of powers ag ainst another powe­
or group of powers ; and th at the unity of all the democratic nations
represents overwhelming po wer capable of maintaining world peace
against any would-be aggressor, which is the indispensable conditi on
for lasting peace.

Finally, there a re those powerful economic and political inte rests
which were responsible for the pro-fascist policies of Muni ch, and
which today are already exercising their influence to save Ger man
reaction from its doom and conducting a campaign against the stern
and just measures which have been accepted by the Un ited N ations
to crush the power of German aggression and prevent its revival.

Alongside these reactionary pro-fascists and enemies of the Teheran
programme there is also a section in the Lab our and progressive
movement, who play into the hands of these reactionaries and join
in the campaign against Teheran.

You can read their speeches in Parliament, their articles in their
sixpenny weeklies, the manifestos of people who know they are too
old to go through another war and who are too selfish to think of
their children. calling for " a clear statement of peace aims," or
protesting against any harsh treatment of Germany.

You can read the sa me kind of stuff presented from another angle
in the periodicals of the most reactionary clerical circles, and those
of the pro-fascists who think the moment opportune for them to rear
their heads again -but you never he ar of any of these peop le making
their speeches in an a rea deva stat ed by the flying bomb.

What are they after? "Justice for Ge rman y ": But always it takes
the form of acquitt ing the guilt y aggressor nation an d accusing thos e
nations who ha ve with stood its aggression of h aving the most perverted
motives.

Alre ady th ere are am ple signs o f what we can expect from these
ccntrv, Tt began at the en d of th e Khark ov trial of three Ta 7i \\':'1"
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cril~lJl1:SIS~h;t~~;d~~~~l~t~;~ ~:~~e~oL:::~tiT~:.I.t~h~~dith~~;~I~~~l ~~~~~
r~o:ait until the end of the war before bringing war criminals to

jU~~:; were equally vocal after the trial of the French traitor, Pucheu.
But their full fury vented itself against those French people who shaved
the hair off certain women's heads and paraded them round the town.
The e women had betrayed the leaders of the Resistance Movement
in that locality, and w~ should have thought they were lucky .to have
been paraded with their heads on. Then when Rennes was liberated
we read of how those French traitors who had collaborated with the
Nazis had" been insulted and struck in the streets."

ever a word of pity for the French patriots these foul creatures
had betrayed! ever a tear of sympathy for the Soviet people upon
whose bodies the Nazis have inflicted unheard of atrocities!

On the other hand, you have the Vansittart crowd, who see all
Germans alike and express only a familiar jingo policy for the
cru hing of Germany for all time.

Both groups play into the hands of Hitler. Both bring grist to the
propaganda mill of Goebbels. Both fear the rising movement of the
liberated peoples, and both are objectively counter-revolutionary,
although from the lips of some. loud words are constantly issuing about
the" coming European revolution."

Both are the enemies of a real peace and both foster policies that
can only result in another world war in a shorter space of time than
elapsed between 1918 and 1939.

What is the true position? We are fighting a war that no peoples
if' Europe save only the Nazis wanted or organised. It is a Peoples '
War, a just war, and the Peace 'Treaty that will be made will be both
a Peoples' Peace Treaty and a just Peace Treaty.

It will not be a Treaty of Versailles, where the victorious imperialist
nations were more concerned with crushing the first Socialist revolution
in Ru sia than they were with making it impossible for defeated
imperialist Germany ever to be in a position to resume the war she
lost in 1918.

It will be a Peace Treatv to which the Soviet Union with all its
power and influence in world politics. will be one of the signatories.
and the Soviet Union never has been, nor ever will be, connected with
any policy that was not in the interest of the common peoples all over
the world,

That ~ct is well knewn t all that is best in the Gorman people. to
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the people of Italy (as was so strikingly demonstrated in a fea ture arti-:le
in The Times on August 7th, 1944) and to the people of Czec hoslovakia
Poland, Finland and the Balkan countries. '

But peace depends upon security and immunity fro m aggression
and any treaty that did not recognise this cardinal princ iple would not
in a few years' time be worth the paper it was written on.

Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin also declared at the Teheran
Conference:

"No power on earth can prevent our destroying the German
armies by land, their U-boats by sea, and their planes fr om the
air."

Is it to be argued that after five years' titanic struggle to destroy the
German war machine, with all the colossal sacrifice that has been made
in so doing, any sane person can actually sit back and con template a
repetition of this war in either their own or their children's lifetime?

To do so would be the biggest insult that could be offere d, not only
to the intelligence of the peoples of the United Nations, but to the
Labour and progressive forces of Germany, for the la tter will also
take all the steps that are necessary to prevent any repe tition of
Germany's present shame.

The people want a peace that will guarantee them securi ty from
future wars and will, to that end, ensure that Germany is den ied any
possibility of starting further aggression or creating a war machine
that could make this possible.

They will support every measure that can establish such a peace and
such security, whether in the form of adjustments of fro ntiers that
strengthen countries like Czechoslovakia, Poland, the Balkans, A ustria.
Holland, France and Belgium and guarantee their indepe ndence, or
the complete suppression of all forms of armament manufacture and
conscript armed forces of any kind, or the maintenance of United
Nations Armed Forces to see that the provisions of the Peace Tre aty
are carried out and all attempts of the Nazis, the Junkers and big
industrialists to evade retribution and restitution are mercilesslv
suppressed. It must not be forgotten that the Nazis came to powe r
only because they were placed there by the most reactionary landlord,
and representatives of finance capital.

All such measures are not only necessary but will be warml,
supported by the Labour and progressive elements in Germany beca use
they also are concerned with the preservation of peace, which is

essential to the rebirth and growth of democracy in Germany.
Our people will insist on the stern punishment of war crim inals
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~~?i~;f~tt~~~:t~;~~n:~bb~~~~~r:~ej~~~~~~ ~~ht~rees:e~C~~~d~~~ea:e~

thihi:r~etermination lies at the back of the h?pe that is expressed

~~':r~~~Yl~~~ct;;;:St~~~~~ii~r~~.~~~~d Trade um~n branches: "I hope

There will be no exile to Elba or Holland this time! The world
must be purged of Nazi filth. .There can be n~ re-.e~ucat~on of the
Hitlers. Goebbels, Goerings, HlmmJe~s and their Willing heut~nants.

The British people are no longer III a mood where phlebitis can
become the alibi for organised brutality ad murder, for the flying
bomb is bringing with it its own nemesis. A very significant trans­
formation is now taking place in the attitude of millions of British
people to Germany. We are sometimes described as an easy-going
nation who find it difficult to believe all the stories we hear of con­
ditions in other countries, and our Government gives the impression of
conducting itself on "gentlemanly" Jines in dealing with the Nazis.
Certainly there has been hesitation in believing all the dreadful stories
of Tazi crimes and barbarities that have come from the Soviet Union.
they have been thought in some quarters to be" just the usual war
propaganda," that we had last time, or "exaggerations."

The shooting of the R.A.F. officers started the first wave of hatred
and the flying bomb has completed it. There has been a tremendous
growth of hatred towards the Nazis in these last few weeks, and it is
not confined to London and Southern England, for as evacuees have
been sent all over the country. they have given their relatives and
hosts some idea of what the flying bomb is like. This has let loose
:1 wave of revulsion against the Nazis which is of the greatest import­
ance in these decisive stages of the war. It will be a firm barrier
preventing any patched-up peace. any succumbing to Hitler's peace
intrigues, or to the shameful propaganda of pacifists and defeatists
who argue that there is no difference between bombing Berlin and the
flying bomb. and to whom a rounded phrase is more important than
a mangled body.

We have no doubt that before these lines are read. London especially
will have had further painful evidence of the Nazi mind. and the
depths to which it can stoop in its last desperate attempts to avoid the
justice that is going to be meted out.

The guarantee that this will be carried out is to be seen already in
the wa, liberated peoples deal with their own citizens suspected of
having had an, dealings with the Nazis. His evidence ofa movement
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that will grow, not least of all in G ermany itself, and the greate t

~~s~~:. ~~~I:n\\;~lei~e~;~~h ~\,~e~~~~~~~e~~I~ :~~~l:~~~~r~l~~t~h~h~;o~~l~
of the whole wo rld.

Yes! Justice is coming. Not simply in the form depicted in the
unforgettable film of th at name. Not simply because of the atrocities
inflic ted by fasci sm on the Ru ssian peo ple, but because of wha t it ha
inflicted on the whole world since Hitler came to power in 1933. TOW

the whole foulness of fascism has been brought home to the British
peop le more shar ply th an ever be fore. The appalling atrocities in
Russia, the wipi ng out of the Jewi sh population in occu pied Europe,
the shooting of R.A.F. officers, the use of the flying bo mb today and
maybe the more deadly rocket gun tomorrow-all are see n to be an
inseparable part of the Nazi way of life. There can be no real peace
for decent men and women, no real progress, while a vest ige of fa scism
remains on the earth. It has been a hard lesson to learn, but it is
being learnt a t last.

Yes! Justice is coming, with many-millioned feet, in the form of
the armies o f the United J ations. They are fighting not only a
military offen sive, but an offensive for decency in human affai rs, for
the right of th e people to determine their own way of life. Th ev Will

avenge the night mare of these latter years and the loss of the flower
of our youn g people which will affect every aspect of our life.

The people will insist that due restitution shall be made fo r all the
de truction and misery th at N azi Germany has brought to the world.
but in a way that does not harm the peoples of the United N ations as
did reparations after the last war.

Those who have de stroyed Europe must be the first to be mob ilised
to rebuild it. Those who heiled Hitler as he rode roug h-shod over
Europe must be made to understand that there is a price to pay and
they have got to pay it in full. All these scare stories ab out the
Germans being made to do forced labour in the Soviet U nion are
plain non sense. Th ere isn't an honest German worker who will not be
thankful to hav e the ch ance to assist in the reconstruction of what
fasci sm has destroyed in the Soviet Union. Of course. the real reason
for all the anx iety is fear of the poli tical consequences that such daily
contact with Soviet life might have. not only in Germany but
throughout Europe.

The loot and tre asure of other lands must be restored. War saw.
Belgr ade. Rotterdam and Stalingrad must be rebuilt. Reparation must
be made for all that Nazi Gerrn anv has inflicted on the wo rld. It is
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. that has to be paid, for millions have paid an even greater price
~P~~~~h;ng fascism in the interests of themselves and the best of the

(Jerman people.
Just as the peoples of the world ~iH insist upon the carrying out of

~~~~:l~~~en~:;m~~n~~;~~ t~v~o ~~~~o~l~e\~SSfi~~i~t~r:. :~~m~:~P~~~~~
their own gates, so that never again shall there anse 111 Germany any
grouP, clique or faction that can menace the peace of the world.

- The people will demand that the Peace Treaty shall provide for t~e

;:~~~~v:~~~~e ~~ a:~lur;~I.~~~~a~~~~~~~~~lll~~g~o~;edsnl~;~~ ~~ srs:
of influence of any outside capitalist power.

They have fought the war for freedom and democracy, for the right
of all peoples to elect the Governments of their choice, and will never
permit any capitalist state or group of states to look upon the smaller
nations of Europe as their special sphere, into which they inject their
capital as a means .of eit~er getting ~ stranglehold on the country or
influencing it in their particular direction.

It will be a new Europe after the war, in which the sovereign authority
will be the people. There will be profound political changes, and these
are the guarantee against the fears of Anglo-American domination,
fears, incidentally, which are propagated most feverishly by those who
see always the power of monopoly capitalism and never the power of
the people.

Above all, the people want world security, and international co­
operation of all nations and peoples on this secure foundation. They
welcome every development that leads to a transformation of the
present military alliance of the United Nations into a political alliance.
They rejoice that a new and firm understanding already exists between
Britain, America, the Soviet Union and China.

They know that difficulties and differences in outlook and on policy
are inevitable, but they are determined they can and shall be overcome.
The declaration of these four great Powers, that they seek to organise
a world family of nations, has been received with ~nthusiasm by the
war-weary peoples of the world, for they see therein the possibility at
setting up a general international organisation of democratic nations
which can lead not only to the maintenance of peace and prevention
of aggression, but to new forms of international co-operation for the
economic reconstruction of the world, founded upon the ever­
increasing prosperity and well-being of the peoples of the entire world.



CHAP'!' R X

INDIA AND THE COI--,ONIAL COUNTRIES

"They respect the right of all peoples to choose the form at
government under which they will live, and they wish to see
sovereign rights and self-government restored to those who have
been forcibly deprived of them."
This quotation from Clause 3 of the Atlantic Char ter is of great

importance when we come to consider what policy our country should
adopt to India or to the peoples of Africa, the East and West Indies
Malaya, Burma and Ceylon-nations and peoples to whom Britai~
should long ago have given the right she is now pledged to restore to
European nations.

These are nations and peoples forcibly deprived by British conquest
of their sovereign rights, and deprived of free and democ ratic
opportunities to choose their own form of Government.

So long as this policy is allowed to continue, so long do we lay
ourselves open to charges of hypocrisy, and hand to Japa n and to
Nazi-Germany, opportunities for anti-British propaganda.

Mr. Churchill has made it clear that so far as he is conce rned, this
clause of the Atlantic Charter is not meant to apply to these countries.
But this, like many other questions, is an issue that will be decided by
the people and not by Mr. Churchill or those vested interes ts which
are the chief exploiters of subject nations.

The issue now looms doubly urgent for two reasons. First, the
possibilities of a swift and complete defeat of Japan in the Far East,
following from the coming victory over Hitler in Europe. Second,
there can be no lasting solution of post-war problems excep t through
complete and free co-operation with the peoples of India and other
Colonial nations.

We here in Britain cannot be really free so long as we ar e parties
to the suppression of other peoples, especially when this is enfo rced by
the most brutal repression. We cannot establish the kind of Britain
we are striving to win unless we link it with our struggle for a better
future for all the subject peoples of the British Empire.

Our approach to this problem cannot be based on narrow and short­
sighted calculations which seek to divide such countries into spheres of
influence between Britain and America, or allowing an alleged free
competition which leaves millions of native peoples at the mercy of
unscrupulous rival monopolists.
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A mor~kf~~dc~:~~~~;~~~ ~i~~a~~~~~~~ itr;~n~Ii;~dfin~~~ef~:si~~~:
ml~t woans through which they can help each other to use their
~~m::'~ resources to. the maximum, and to exchange all forms of help

an1:;s~tt~~;:;;;o:CI~h~.~r~~~e;~~des the issue, sowing the seeds from
which can spring futu re. In:perl3l1s~ quarrels and ~~rs.

The pre sent posit ion IS indefensible. The conditions of the people
in India an d the ot?er Co lonial countries are the greatest condemnation

of the present policy. . .
The th ree principal cha racteristics common to all the enslaved

Colonial nations are:
I. Th ey are subject to fo reign rule . . N~ne. ar~ self-~ove~ni.ng; ev~n

when som e limited form of represen ta t ive institution exists, It IS devoid

of real power.
2. Eco nomic subordimtion to the ruling power, sometimes directly

by the G overn ment, somet imes by monopolies obtaining concessions
or by sett lers appropriating the best land and resources, sometimes
indirectl y, through trade re la t ionships, by production for marketing by

bi;.O~~;~:m~o~~~~~:s;dness, arrested development in industry and
agriculture, low stan dar ds of living, inadequate facilities for education,
lack of elementa ry socia l services and amenities.

All these countries ar e looked upon by our capitalists in Britain as
places where cheap ra w materials and labour can be obtained, and
from which capital ca n get a higher profit than in its home industries.
They become the pro fita ble hunting ground for such big monopolies
as Unile vers, Tate and Lyle , Imperial Chemical Industries, the big
banks . Some of these a re held up as model em players in Britain, but
the conce ssions and adva ntages they may give to their workers here
are wrun g from the mis er y and poverty of the Colonial countries from
which they obtain their raw materials.

Industrial development in these Colonial countries, essential fOI
overcoming their pove rty, has been impeded and restricted. What
little native industry has been able to come into existence has had to
operate within the na rr ow scope left by foreign control of the main
resource s, finance an d tr ade of the country. Yet the conditions in all
these coun tries cry a loud for large-scale development.

The con sequ ences of thi s foreign yoke for the native peoples are the
impoverishment of millions, illiteracy, disease, malnutrition, shameful
living cond itions, low wages, long hours and famine. All this is
imposed on them by d ictatorial forms of rule that we in Britain would
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not tolerate for our selves. The right of public meeting is denied, th
Press suppressed, leader s arrested en masse. Those who go fro m Britain
to try and help the native peoples to organise, expressing the solida rity
of those sections of the British people who have not the same outlook
as the Government and the ruling class , are summarily deported
Flo gging and impri sonment take the place of progress. Effor ts ar~

made to prevent the native peoples from fully uniting their fo rces by
the fomentation of racial, religious and communal differences. This
is the real picture. It is covered up by the corruption of a few native
elements whose alleged appreciation of the work of the " trus tees " is
publicised in the hope that one or two swallows will make a summer.

And , to cap it all, those respon sible for all this will on occasion
calml y turn round on their own work people, deploring the necessit;
of reducing their wages, on the ground that they canno t meet the
competition of che ap labour in the Colonial countries!

There is still another side of the case. Wh at happened in the Far East
when Japan struck? The native peoples as a whole did no t resist the
Japanese with all the strength they could have done, beca use they did
not see the war as a war for their own freedom, or for the defence of
their own countries, but only as a question of change of masters. This
fact has prolonged the war in the Far East and made it much more
difficult to wage, involving heavy additional sacrifice in British and
American lives.

In his book World Economic Development, pub lished by the
Intern ational Labour Office of the League of Nations, Eugene Staley
says :

"When one looks at the unfilled material wants of the vast
majority of the world's people , it is quickly apparent that nothin
but a radical advance in their capacity to produce will bring then
within hailing distance of any modern conception of freedom from
want."
None can deny how forcibly this applies to the peo ple of India an

the Colonial peoples generally. Mr. Staley goes on to sho w that whil
60 per cent. of the world's gainfully occupied population are engaged
in producing food, three-quarters of Asia's 1,000 milli on inhabitant
have a diet far below the minimum health standard; th at if all peopl
used as much cotton for clothing and furnishing as the pre-wa r averag
in America, world cotton consumption would be three times its highes
point in the past; that if the rest of the world had half as much soap a
the average American, world production would have to be more than
doubled; that in America before the war, there were 10.7 per cent
hospital beds per 1,000 citizens, when many rural areas were un
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~:;~l~~~~~el~~~~~~r~~e~~~~~k:d~~~~:,~~~i~~~~itt~:eb~t;~rt~~e~~I~I~~~
countries.

It would take 600 million radio sets to bring the rest of the world up
to the rate of American consumption level. The American output of
radio sets was 11,500,0~0. For the r~st of th~ world to have as many

~~~:~ncea::rainveb~~fe~:~~n7;Oye~r~~~0~~Pl~~;~~:'A:er%~~I~u~~~o:~~
industry at its present rate. To give. the world a road n~twork per
square mile equivalent to that of Amenca an~ Canada combined would
need 17,500,000 miles of new road construction.

We mention these facts and figures, because of their special urgency
in relation to opening up the economic and agricultural development
of all the Colonial countries in particular, and to show that, given a
correct policy, the existing productive resources of the world have a
gigantic task to fulfil before anyone should dare to talk about them
being too great.

What is the only way in which we can really tackle the problem that
we ourselves have created in the Colonial countries?

India. We must fight for India's right to complete independence, a
demand that is already supported by very wide sections of the people.
In the process of obtaining this fundamental objective, we must press
for the right of the Indian people to choose their own National
Government, for the British Government to enter into new negotiations
with the Indian National Congress on the basis of Gandhi's recent
statement and for the release of all anti-fascists from prisons and
concentration camps. We must make all the necessary preparations
to relieve the distress and suffering caused by famine and embark upon
measures to prevent its recurrence.

The proposals of responsible Indian industrialists for a great
expansion of India's industries must be sympathetically considered,
together with all other proposals coming from responsible organisations.

The industrialist's plan indicates the tremendous scope existing
throughout India for economic development on a scale that would not
only greatly improve the conditions of its own people but make equally
great demands for every kind of products we could manufacture in
Britain to assist them in carrying out such a plan.

The plan would cost 100,000 million rupees (£7,500 millions) and aims
at the following: To increase the national income of India from 22,000
million rupees (£1,650 millions) to 60,000 million rupees (£4,500
millions). The income from industry is to be raised five times, from
agriculture by one-third, various services, i.e., banking, shipping,



insurance, twice. By the end of the fifteenth year, the income per
head of the population would be 135 rupees (about £10 yearly)
compared with the present income per head of 56 rupees (£4 4s.). Thi~

latter figure was given by Sir James Grigg, when he was Finance
Minister of the Government of India, in his Budget speech to the
Central Legislative Assembly in India, in April, 1938.

Of outstanding significance is the emphasis laid on indus try and
industrial development. Out of the total capital cost of the plan as a
whole, 4~ per cent is to be u~ed to de~elop the basic. indust:ies, mining,
engmeermg, power, chernicals, ShIPS, automobiles, aircraft and
armaments. 12 per cent goes to agriculture, 10 per cent to comm unica_
tions, 22 per cent for housing and 10 per cent for education and health

To realise any such plan of large scale economic developm ent in
India the proposals of the National Planning Commission set up by the
Indian National Congress in 1938 require to be operated. These
provide for the nationalisation of the key industries, smashi ng the
power of the big landlords, ending rural indebtedness, and esta blishing
a minimum living wage. The finance necessary to carryall this through
must be raised from those who are best able to provide it.. Con trol of
profits, of high salaries and non-productive luxuries are required.
Finally, the plan demands that there shall be the necessary political
power in India to carry it through, and this can only be obta ined by a
democratic Government representing the people of India as a whole.

Just consider the results that would accrue from the ado ption of
such a policy. An age-long conflict would be ended. A deep blot
would be removed from our name. The large standing armies that we
keep there to hold down one of the greatest peoples in the world could
be removed. There would be no limit to the mutual assistance that
Britain and India could give each other in the development of this vast
country, building new railways, docks and harbours, new ships, roads
and all forms of transport. Every kind of agricultural mac hinery is
needed. Millions of homes are required; tens of thousands of schools,
health centres and hospitals. A large-scale plan for the building of new
factories and the creation of new industries are required. T he conse­
quent raising of the standards of over 400 million people would open
up enormous opportunities for Britain's manufactured goods.

This is not a dream. It is possible . It is practicable. It can be
carried out, not by coercion but on the basis of free and independent
co-operation, based on mutual trust and understanding, on the fulfil­
ment of common needs. If this is to happen, then here and now we
have to look at India and its people with the same outlook and attitude
as we have towards Austria, Czechoslovakia, France and N or way. If
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it isa~:~~e~~~ ~:~~s~o~~;r~~sr~a~~ ~~~e.~~~;~~g~h;~g~t:sr~~t~~.~~, ~ni~
7~:scapabIY right and ju st th at this principle be applied to India.

Other Col on ial Countr ies. Whi~e st~iving t~ secure the application

of d~he ~I:l~~~ , C;~~~~ t~n~o~~~:~~,h~e ~~~~\~~: ~ha:t i~n~e::t~
In le~sibi l i ty for seeing tha t a comprehensive series of reforms are
~:~~~d th rough-t~ e .re~ov.a l of restrictions upo~ ci.vil rights, the
ending of racial discrirnina tron, freedom . ~f organisation and Pr.ess,
the aboliti on of the Poll .and Hut T ax : a?olI~lO~ of Pass Laws, establI~h­
ment of the representat ive democratic l~stltutlOns ?a sed on the ~ntlre

adult populat ion, compulso ry and accessible educatIOn. for all chl~dren

of school age, the ex tens ion of secondary, technical and higher
education , the introduction of adequate public health services and of
minimum labour and soc ia l legislation.

The same picture of economic, political and social progress that we
have env isaged in the case o f India would be repeated in all the Colonial
countries. They occupy vas t a reas and have great populations. Their
industri al and agric ultu ra l development is long overdue. Un­
precedented demands wo uld be made on our engineering, shipbuilding,
motor an d text ile industr ies particularly. In exchange we could use
all the products of these countries-their tea, rubber, cotton, jute, tin,
rice and fruit.

The desire for social progress cannot be looked upon as the sole
prerogative of the peo ples of Europe and America. The same desires
animate the thoughts and act ions of millions of Colonial peoples.

The position was well expressed by Mr. A. MacLeish, Librarian of
the Ame rican Congress, when speaking in Cambridge on July 30th,
1942,he sa id :-

.. The trut h is-and it is a truth we will do well to recognise­
that the re is a st irr ing in the world; a gathering of human power-of
the po wer of h uma n ity; a forward thrusting and overflowing of
hum an hope and human will which must be given channel or it will
dig a ch annel for itself ."

o people in the world have such an obligation to help their
comrades in the Co lon ia l countries to dig this channel as we in Britain.

The ap preh ension of creating new competition which will be a
menace in the futu re is unfounded. We have to visualise the enormous
and exp and ing in tern a l needs of these countries for many generations
to come , once th e dead hand of monopoly has been checked and
co-operat ion organ ised between Government and Government.
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Nearly every worker now understands that low wag es, long hours
and in tense exploitation in any country are a men ace to his OWn

conditions. The more that can be done to increase the level 01
production in backward co untries, the more will the stan dar d of liVing
in those c.o.untries rise, bringing in its train, not merely ~mproved wages
and conditions of work for the peoples of these countries, but cr eat ing
new needs and new markets which cannot for some time be fulfilled
by home production alone, rapidly though it may grow.

When an industrially advanced country takes part in the industrial
development of a backward country, whose people are striving for
liberty and progress, it exports something more than the steel and
concrete, machines and tools . It exports knowledge, ski ll, technique.
In doing so, it certainly does not deplete its own resources, but adds
enormously to the slender, inadequate resources of the cou ntry which
is struggling to full industrial maturity. Did the skill, knowledge and
technique which the Soviet Union imported from Bri tai n and America
weaken our industry? Not at all; but it is that same sk ill, knowledge
and technique which have played such a decisive part in h elping the
Soviet Union, and the world, to defeat fascism.

Let the people make up their minds that they are going to seize the
new chances open to them, and make common cause wi th all the
Liberation Movements that are working towards the sa me end .

None can dispute that the development of prosperity in the Colonial
countries is intertwined with our own future. A happy an d prosperous
Brita in is impossible of attainment apart from a happy and prosperous
India and Colonial world generally, but this can only be won when
monopoly exploitation is ended, all peoples are free, and democracy is
exte nded to the Colon ies.

Those who doubt the possibility of granting freedom an d equality to
backward peoples, of opening up the rapid developmen t o f native
industry and agriculture, of building a firm and indivisible fra mework
of unity between ourselves and these erst -while dependencies, will do
well to study the policy of the Soviet Government towards the countries
and nationalities formerly held subject to imperial R ussia . In less
than a quarter of a century these lands, populated by men and women
whose conditions were fully as backward as any obtaining in the British
Empire today, have been helped, encouraged and deve lo ped to the
stage where, during the pas t three years, they have proved one of the
Soviet Union's greatest military and economic assets, and where the
contribution they have ma de to the vic tory which is now so near is

quite incalculable.
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THE GENERAL ELECTION

The programme we have put forward represents the policy that call

~~~~~n t~~t:roihe: ~~~. d~~i~~S oO:et~~ J:~i~~t~ ~I~i\~~ ~eaOt~~J:~~o[~e~~;~

~~~~;~:~ear~u~~~m~n~1l a~~n u~~dn w;::::~ ~f r~~~:I~llz: P;:~g~~~'Si~~
majority can be won at the next General Election.

It will be the most important General Election in our lifetime. The
attitude taken towards it and the policy put forward for the considera­
tion of the electorate will be both a test of the promises made in the
course of winning the war, and of the statesmanship and sense of
political reality with which it is approached, especially by the Labour

movement.
Ihe present Parliarnent, with its overwhelming Tory majority, was

elected in 1935. It is commonly known that the Tories under Mr.
Baldwin won that election by deceit and trickery, now openly admitted.
ev en by those who were responsible for organising it.

In June, 1944, the Parliament was made up as follows:
Unionists (Tories) 349
Ulster Unionists 10
Independent Unionist. I
.. National" .. 5
Independent National. :2
Labour 169
I.L.P. 3
National Liberal 28
National Labour 6
Liberals.. 18
Independents 15
Common Wealth 3
Communist . . . . . . I
Irish Nationalist Abstentionists

Total 612

Even a glance at these figures, and the knowledge of the resources of
finance, Press, religion and radio possessed or influenced by the Tory
Party. will reveal what a formidable task has to be carried through
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successfully if the domination of Britain by the Tory Party is to be
ended.

If there is to be progress, a Labour and progressive majori ty has
to be won, but success will demand the most arduous and sustained
political campaigning this country has yet seen.

Every conceivable weapon that vested and selfish interests ca n bring
forward will be used to prevent its success. Every artifice of propa­
ganda will be let loose. Prophecies of the dreadful effects of a policy
such as is outlined here will be widely made. All the old mum bo·.
jumbo will be brought out of cold storage. We shall be told that
" Britain is now a poor country," that ,. exports will have to pay for
imports," that" our standards must not be higher than those existing
in other countries," that" you can't get more out of a pint po t than
is in it."

We must be prepared to face a repetition of the kind of scare stories
that they worked off on the people at the General Election in 1931
about having to use Post Office savings to pay for social services; only
this time the threat may be widened to include War Savings.

Every die-hard, reactionary and pro-fascist will unite and com e out
against any real progressive policy. They will wave the nation's flag
as if it were their exclusive property, and exploit Mr. Churchill's role
in the war, as if they had never previously driven him into the political
wilderness, until they had brought Britain to the very verge of defeat.
They will use popular officer heroes and generals as if the rank and
file of the Armed Forces had done nothing.

But those who attempt those methods forget three things. Firs t. that
the workers have noticed, during five years of war, that no o ne has
ever questioned where the money is to come from. Second, tha t the
"pint pot" of production has been very quickly expanded to a pint
and a half during the war. Third, that the world over, working-class
standards are going to rise, and the old game of playing off one
country's workers against another's will no longer take a trick.

It will be a fight for the daily interests of the vast majority aga inst
those who consider onlv themselves and their own selfish interests. It
will be a fight for the ~hole future of Britain and its people. to decide
whether or not we are to keep in line with the great political dev elop­
ments all over Europe or to sink to the position of a politically back­
ward country and a drag on world progress.

The scurrilous articles attacking the Labour Party and the Trade
Unions that appeared in the Sunday Pictorial and the Sunday Times
in July and August are a sharp reminder that the fight for powe r at
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the ne;~c~:n~~a~h;I~~~~u:s ~~::~~n~n;o ~~i~: t~~o~t:stti~i~~s~~r~~:
~~~n~~y in the post-war period are ?nly t.he. first shots in the campaign
of the most reactionary eleme~ts III Britain. .

fO:i~a;~~~I~h:;~a~~r~~~ ~~i;:i~~tIOI~ :~~uTda~~r~~g~hoe~e~:nr~l~t~~~su~::h
allies it has alre~dy made during the war, and reach out to Win new
ones for peace-time progress.

Hard as the fight will be, it can be won on one condition: that it
is fought by a unite? La.bour mov~m~nt wi~h ~ common policy a?d
understanding, drawing Into assccration with It all the progressive
forces of the country, whatever their party, class or social connections.

Without this there can be no real success. There can be at best
partial gains, an uncertain balance of forces in Parliament and outside.
In such an unstable political situation, disappointment. confusion and
uncertaint) may become the happy hunting ground for the reactionaries
to exploit as part of their future preparations for gaining the upper
hand cOl}lpletely.

What are the positive features of the present position, which, despite
all the resources of the Tory Party and reactionary monopolists. give
the Labour movement not only new opportunities, but the responsibility
to unite and lead the nation forward and help to fulfil its hopes?

A new political outlook prevails among millions of people of the
type that never thought about politics before. They have learned from
the part played by the Soviet Union, the experiences of the Resistance
Movement in Europe and their own experiences during five years of
war. They are to be found in town and countryside alike. among the
workers in industry and transport, and those in the professions and
technical establishments, as well as in every branch of the Armed
Forces and Civil Defence.

There is a great desire for unity; the new forces coming forward
cannot understand why it is not already firmly cemented. They are
impatient of the old shibboleths that are alleged to stand in the way.
There is a fierce determination, expressed in every by-election, whether
in industrial. suburban or rural areas, to end the present Tory majority
in Parliament.

There is a response in the factories and villages to every extra effort
demanded by the Government for the winning of the war becau-e the
people feel that this is the best way to advance towards the building
of a better Britain when peace is won.
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There is a Trade Union movement 8 million strong, assisted in
every phase of its work by the Shop Stewards all over the country.

There is the Co-operative movement 9 million str ong, and now
celebrating its centenary. It contains men and wom en with great
business and administrative experience, capable of runni ng big under­
takings and accepting great responsibi lities .

There is the Labour Party with its affiliated Trade Unio n member­
ship, its individual members, and its affiliated membership from a
number of Socialist and Co-operative Societies, and a basis of Over
8 million votes which it won in the General Election of 1935.

There is the Communist Party with its registered and fully paid
up membership of nearly fifty thousand, with a da ily paper that
exercise a tremendous influence and which, but for the paper
restrictions, wou ld reach out to half a million readers every day, an
active political force in the country. The capacity of its members
for work and sacrifice in defence of the interests of the people and
in fighting for Socialism is the envy of every other sectio n of the
Labour movement; it wields a political influence far larger than Its
present membership.

There are the peop le influenced by Common Wealth and the large
Liberal influence that still exists.

All this organised political movement is backed up by the mass
desire for social change as indicated, for example, by the welcome
given to the Beveridge Report. There is a new outlook among the
men in the Armed Forces, clearly shown in educa tion discussions.
such high lights as the Cairo Parliament. and in wall newspa pers, which
represents something entirely new in British politics. T his is not an
army conscripted by unemployment, but one in which millions are
politically minded, many more than is realised thorou ghly class
consc ious, and all of them, beca use of their experie nces in the war,
determined to see there is no nonsense about tolerating any reaction
at home in times of peace.

But all these powerful potential forces and votes are at present
unorganised in one vast common movement. Each section is still
playing for its own hand. its own special programme, and in this lies
the greatest danger for those who desire social progress in Britain
and the grea test strength for those who are determined either to oppose
it or keep it down to the very minimum of political window-dressing.

Un less this position is radically changed, no real certainty exists
that under the conditions in which the new General Election will be
fought. a decisive Labour and progressive majority can be won.
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A~~~'i~ifiltl~ ~~et~e:~~~~ ~a~h~rt:~n~~~a~a~~ Fo~~t ~:~~ ~~:irh;~::~~
~~~e than any other Party leaders In the country, to bring all the

co~:eo~U~~;i~e~ ~~i~:~~e~~wever, whether victory at the next General
Election is what the leade.rs of ~he Labou.r Party want? We know th~t

~~~;n~~e~~:~e~;efi~~u~o~~s~h~eP~~f~~s~~n~r~~\ht;~~el~~~xU;r:~:I~
at the last Labour Party .Conference that the ~ank and file of the
Labour Party want to g~ Into the ~eneral Election untrammell.ed by
electoral pacts with reactionary Tones and COUPo? systems. This was
so strongly expressed that M:. Attlee ~ad to give a guarantee that
before the next General Election a special conference of the Labour
Party will be called to discuss the situation that exists at that time
and to determine what the policy and tactics of the Labour Party

should be.
In our opinion, there can be no question as to the general line of

Labour Party policy now in preparation for the most important and
fateful General Election in the history of British politics. Its Executive
Committee should now be bringing together for conversations and
discussions the representatives of all other working-class and pro­
gressive organisations in the country, trying to find a basis upon which
they can all accept a common electoral programme of social advance
and come to arrangements in every constituency that can avoid any
division in the Labour and progressive vote.

In such negotiations it is clear that all who take part will have
to be prepared to act in the spirit of give and take, and sincere
co-operation, especially in regard to policy, demands and proposals
on which great keenness is felt, as well as the choice of candidates
and constituencies.

On the question of candidates, we consider that the aim should be
to get the very best that each Party has within its ranks. No privileged
claims should stand in the way. The fight for Britain's future demands
that a place shall be found in a new Parliament for those who, in
industry and the Armed Forces, have done such splendid deeds, for
more young men and women, for those devoid of cynicism and belief
that" politics is all a game," for those who can bring into Parliament
some of the motives that animated them when there was a production
problem that seemed almost insoluble, but to which they managed to
find the solution, or the thoughts they had on going into battle on
land, sea or air.
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An end should be made of pocket boroughs, whatever Part y tries
to stake such claims. It is the youth who have made the greatest
sacrifices of all in war; it is youth that can, alongside the older and
more experienced leaders of the Labour movement, make the grea test
contribution to building the new world of tomorrow.

Parliament must be regarded as the place to which we send men
and women not bent on careers, but on service to the peop le; as a
place to which we do not send the aged and cynical, but those who
have the power and the enthusiasm to carry forward the movement to
new heights and achievements.

Such a policy will demand sacrifices of particular demands, points
and candidates by all who are prepared to subscribe to the com mon
programme and electoral arrangements in the constituencies, but these
very sacrifices will reap rich dividends in the triumphant results thev
will bring at the next General Election. -

The Communist Party has on two occasions in 1944 suggested to
the Labour Party that it should take the initiative in arranging such "­
meeting as we have suggested. Unfortunately. on both occasions Our
proposal has been turned down on the ground that" it would serve
no useful purpose."

On April 2nd, 1944, the Daily Worker organised an open discuss ion
conference in London to consider how best the unity of the La bour
and progressive forces could be established, and what might be the
policy on which the General Election could be won. Despite the ban
imposed by the Labour Party on the conference. it was attended by
1.762 delegates, representing over two million people. On the eve of
the conference. Mr. Ben Gardner, General Secretary of the powe rful
Amalzamated Engineering Union. sent a letter to the organisers sta ting
that in view of the ban of the Labour Partv, his Union could not be
represented, and going on to make this sicnificant statement:

.. Tn view of this recommendation, my Executive Council have
decided to stand by the organisations to which they are affiliated,
but believe that the subject matter is worthy of discussion an d that
such a meeting ought to be organised by the Labour Party."
The Executive Council of the A.E.U. then sent a letter to the

Executive Committee of the Labour Party, asking them to conve ne : ­
.. A conference to formulate a common policy for the working­

class movement in readiness for the next General Election."
The proposal made by the A.E.U. has found favour in similar

resolutions passed by the A.S.L.E. and F., the S.W.M.F., F.B.U,
A.E.S.D., E.T.U. and the Scottish Miners, and in addition received
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t~e tm~~~ ~~~~~~~ ~~~:;:. sections of th e Trade Unions and Labour

ra~at is the alterna tive to such a proposal? To give the Tories a

o;w ~:~eoS~:i::~;~h:~a~~~;~~:~~n;f~~e~t~ :l~~t~~;~ot~e~~s:e;;~~a;~
:h~ ~ardioal lesson of the war, whic~ i~ tha~ to defe at f~scisr:n you have
to win allies. Exactly the same p rinciple IS also required In the fight
t defeat the giants of poverty, unemployment, want and insecurity;
a~d these allies are to hand among the Labour and progressive

movement.
ever in our history have such opportunities for great soci al progress

been presented to us. Never befor e have we had such political capital
\\hich, rightly invested and dir ected , can end once and for all the
possibilit y of Parliament ever aga in being dominated by a Tory

majority.
Whate ver the character of the Government that will be formed (and

this will be decided by the results of the election and the conditions
at that time), it can be forced by the people to carr y out a policy , at
home and abroad, that is in accor d with thei r determination to have
a better Britain and a better world .

Nothin g will fall from the lap s of the god s. The pro-fascists, the
die-hard Tories, the mere ly selfish, all alike will fight to prevent these
deve10pments from taking place . They have powerful weapons at their
disposal. They are entrenched in high places, but they can be de feated.
Arrayed against them, howev er, mu st be an enlightened democracy, led
and unit ed by the Labour movement, which will then be inspired with
new strength as it seizes the new opportunities of our time to fulfil
the needs of the com mo n people. Thereby it will make great strides
toward s the realisation of those Socialist principles which , side by side
with similar developments in other lands, can ha sten the creation of
a new world Socialis t society.
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THE UNITY OF THE LABOUR MOVEME T

There is a very old slogan which is known to eve ry wor ker. It IS

inscribed on Trade Union banners; it forms the theme of every May­
Day peroration; it has inspired working men and wome n to do great
things: "United we Stand. Divided we Fall."

If ever there was a time when the profound trut h of th is expression
of work ing-class solidarity should be uppermost in our minds, and
the guide to our every action, it is now.

Today, the Labour movement is not fully united. Acute divisions
in the ranks of the Labour Party are revealed almos t every week in
Parliamentary debates and in the division lobbies. T her e is inability
to reach decisions on important issues, and when decis ions are made
there is lack of loyalty in carrying them out. The country often has
the unedifying spectacle of one set of Labour Members of Parliament
opposing another. There is conflict between the so-called "i ntellectuals"
and the Trade Union leaders, between the Executive Co mmittee of the
Labour Party and the General Council of the Trades Unio n Congress.
Within the Labour Party there is distrust of some of their leaders and
suspicion of the ir intentions.

There is no sustained political campaigning by the Labour Partv
for its policy. The electoral truce has quite deliberately been distorted
into a political truce. One result of this is that the local Labour
Parties are unable to report anything like the same rat e of progress
in recruiting new members as the other political parties of the Labour
and progressive movement.

But most important of all, because it lies at the heart of all these
facts, is the stubborn refusal of the dominant leaders of the Labour
Party to accept the affiliation of the Communist Party to the Labour
Party or take any steps to bring together all working-class and pro­
gressive organisations with a view to reaching agreement on policy and
candidates at the General Election.

How long is this unsatisfactory position to be allowed to continue'!
It is a challenge to every honest Socialist. No power in the country
could prevent a striking success at the General Election if the Labour
movement were itself united, for a united Labour move ment would
have far greater power to attract to its support many importan t sections
of the community who now stand aloof, feeling that Labou r should
put its own house in order before trying to run the coun try .
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Given a united L.abour movem~nt, far wide~ unity, .based on the
overwhelming maioritv of the nation-c-real national unity-e-would be

ga~~~~ is the present indefensible attitude adopted by the Labour

pa rt~~ue~ceec:~~:t ~~~~ f~l~~~u~h~e:~re:~g:;:ni~~a~~t~~irt:ew~o~~~:~::;1. They prate lo~dly ~bout Socialism, but they are afraid ~f

~~~~:n;o~rt~~n~ea~~y r~;~~~si~il~~~~~r,a ~~:~ti~~tu~~v~~e::n:,o r~~h~7
than to lead a Government which has a majonty of Labour and

~~of~:~:i:~ta~~mo~ertSheo~:~~~:~~tp~~~i:~ :~'e p~~:~tc~~:rO;~~Si~~
the unity of the Labour movement.

Can any of us be happy that we are the only country in Europe in
which there is not either an understanding between Socialists and
Communists, or a definite working agreement?

Why is it that at the moment when British Socialists and Communists
are fighting and dying side by side in France, Italy and Burma, in the
air and on the high sea, they are not allowed by the Labour Party to
fight and live side by side, to make a peace that is worthy of those
who have given their lives to secure it?

Wh y is it that in the factories, on Joint Production Committees, in
Shop Stewards' Committees, Socialists and Communists work splendidly
together, getting production flowing smoothly, building up the Trade
Unions, and yet are prevented from working together in the Labour
Part y?

When a flying bomb falls and smashes acres of houses Socialists
and Communists alike rush to the spot, to help in the rescue of those
engulfed in the debris, salvage precious household goods, repair
windows and roofs so that people can live in their damaged homes
because of the desperate housing shortage. Yet the Labour Party
would refuse them the right to work together for the return at the next
General Election of a Labour and progressive majority that would
pursue such a policy that never again would the people be subjected
to the terror of flying bombs.

Churchill and Stalin, Eden and Molotov, find it possible to work
together: then why not Gallacher and Attlee, Pollitt and Morrison.
Horner and Bevin? Only the blind prejudice of these Labour leaders
stands in the wav.

T he Commu~ists and Socialists are the backbone of everv
Resistance Movement in Europe. Tn France, Czechoslovakia. Poland.
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Greec:, !,!orwa~, Denmark, HolI~nd, Belgium, the Balka.n COuntries
and. w.lthln Nazi Germany, there IS a common understan?lng between
Socialists and Communists, and after the General ElectIons in these
countries, the Communists will playa leading part in the Gove rnments
and in national affairs generally.

Everyone who desires progress welcomes this. Then why can We

not reach the same position in Britain? Simply because a han df'u] of
Labour leaders refuse to rise above their petty prejudices and jealousies
are content to see persons and not principles, parties instead of the
movement, differences instead of agreements, their vested interests
instead of the common good, and they use their power unsc rupUlously
to prevent the rank and file of the Labour movement fro m exerting
their undoubted desire for unity between the Labour Party and the
Communist Party.

All sorts of strange anomalies are to be observed in the present
position of the Labour and Communist Parties. Under the Constitu­
tion of the Labour Party, no member of the Communist Par tv is
allowed to be an individual member, yet any member of the C~m.
munist Party who is eligible for membership of a Trade Uni on and
pays the political levy is a member; and be it noted that neither the
Trade Unions nor the Labour Party refuse to take from mem bers of
the Communist Party the money which helps to keep the Labo ur Partv
going! .

No member of the Communist Party is allowed to rep resent his
Trade Union, either locally or nationally, at any Labour Party Confer­
ence, but Arthur Horner, a member of the Executive Committee of the
Communist Party, is also the President of the South Wales Miners'
Federation and a member of the Miners' Federation of Great Britain.
He is recognised as an outstanding personality in the Labour move­
ment. He puts the miners' case before Government departments. before
meetings of Labour Members of Parliament in the House of Com mons.
before the Trades Union Congress. He is to represent the Tr ades
Union Congress in America at the 1944 Convention of the American
Federation of Labour, and sits on sub-committees of the Labour
Party to draft statements on mining policy. But he is not allowed
to represent the miners at a Labour Party Conference, or to be put
forward as a miners' nominee for the Executive Committee of the
Labour Party. Why should the miners be penalised in this way ?

Or to take the case of J. R. Scott. the well-known member of the
Executive Committee of the Amalgamated Engineering Union. He is
also a member of the Executive Committee of the Communist Party.
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He si~e ~~ra bCe~~;n~~:;o~~et~~ ~~~O:~y~~l~~ ~~ ~~~s~~~t~~~ I~~y~~~~
a d:l\ not allowed to attend a L abour Party .Co nfe rence o r to be
~~~~nated by his Union for the E xecutive Committee of the Labour

pa~~;~~ .~~~~rl::e ~0~~db~h~s~lt~~~~~a~:t7~n~i~~sihe~~; :r~S~:~e~L~~~
cont~a ~lgh the Labour move me nt. Com m unist men and women of
all t ~oabil ity and loyalty to the workers' cau se are kept out of local

E~~vOeUtrheP~~gieSt~~dt:~~~~t1a;.;~n:;~V i:rn~~~; :~~;~r~nto~e~otii~nt~~
streng
constituencies.

The commun ist Party has a great deal to learn from Labour Party,
but it also has a great dea l to teach. Even our enemies admit that our
Party consi sts of men and wo men who are not out for money, careers

~~ :~~_~:~i;g~f i::i~e:fe dae:~et~~ t~s~ae~~~~~et~tei~r;~~i:17~~VO~t~
activity and meetings, sa les of literature and financial support from
the work ers are the envy of every other political organisation.

The Lab our movement needs th e Communist Party. It is a party of
the workin g class whic h works to strengthen the organisation, political
understanding and act ivity of the workers by hand and brain, for the
advancement of their sta nda rds and conditions and for the achievement
of Sociali sm. It seeks to co-operate with all other sections of the
Labour movement to win support for our common aim s. It works to
preserve , develop an d use to the full the democratic rights of free
speech, press, assembly, organisation and representation in Parliament,
Local Au tho rities and other public bodies, in order to advance the
best inter ests of the pe ople and secure a Government trul y representa­
tive of th e majority of the people. It supports the asp ira tions of all
peoples in the British Em p ire to choose the form of government under
which they will live, and the determination of the peoples of all
countries to secure free do m, democratic rights and social progress as
the basis for the development of ec onomic and social co-operation for
the benefit of all nations and the maintenance of peace.

These are not a mere fo rmal expression of aims ; they represent the
basis of the ceaseless da ily activities of the Communist Party, wherever
it has one single mem be r. Th e outstanding difference between the
Commu nist Party and all other working-class organisat ions is that not
only do es every mem ber pay dues, but is also active.

The record of the m embers of the Communist Pa rty in translating
into deeds the aims to wh ich th ey have set their hands is well known



throughout the length and breadth of the land. They are to be founj
among the most active Shop Stewards in the factories, const antly
recruiting new members to the Trade Unions, safeguarding the
conditions of the workers throughout industry, trying to bring closer
unity between one Trade Union and another, taking up grieva nces and
demands of the workers in the localities. They are the driving forces
behind the Tenants' Associations. In the great struggles of the past
when mighty Hunger Marches compelled the nation to pay atten t io~

to the demands of the unemployed, they were there. Furthcrmore
it was undoubtedly the work of the Communist Party in the yea rs of
mass unemployment, organising these forms of solidarity between
employed and unemployed, that prevented a single strike from being
broken by black legs or the playing off of the employed against unem­
ployed workers.

The Communist Party organised the British Battalion of the
International Brigade, to whose proud record in Spain Major Attlee
himself paid tribute by giving it his name. Our struggle agains t fasc ism
needs no recounting; we were the first to warn of its dangers, the first
to fight against Mosley, the first to campaign for unity in the rank s of
the Labour and democratic movement and for a People's Government
whose policy could have prevented this war.

We will do all in our power to gain affiliation to the Labo ur Party,
to avoid any splitting of the Labour and progressive vote at the General
Election. At the same time, because we stand for unity and believe
that our Party is a powerful weapon for unity and for stre ngthening
the Labour movement, we shall strive to make it still stro nger, more
powerful and influential, tireless in its defence of the work ers'
immediate interests, carrying out its great work of Marxist education
and advancement of Socialism.

The Communist Party is a political force that has to be reckoned
with. The influence of its daily newspaper, the Daily Wor ker, is
recognised on all sides. Its Marxist literature is bring ing clarity,
understanding and a deeper class consciousness to the whole mov ement.
The manner in which it strengthens the Labour moveme nt is
apparent in many Trade Unions at the present time. For a numb er of
years now, there has been a significant growth, not only in Tr ade
Union membership, but in the number of important leading positio ns
in the Trade Unions occupied by members of the Communist Par ty,
positions which have been won by overwhelming majorities in demo­
cratic elections. This number would be far larger if in other Trad e
Unions the reactionary leaders abolished the undemocratic rules which
prevent members of the Communist Party from standing for election
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10 ?ffi~;:l,, ~o~~t i~~: . Com mu nist Pa rty were affilia ted to the Labour
SI~1 i~rw~u ld strengthen it in Parl.iam ent .and the Local Authorities.

r~lr~i l~ c r fifty William Gallachers '" . Parliament would not wea~en
A b but tremendously strengthen It ; and at the General Election,
:~~thO~~' without .an .agreement with the Labour Party, we shall strive

to;~:~: ~~iSa~~J e~~~~her side to this question of affiliation of the

(omTnu~~~ ~::~iiot~ ~~e aL:i~~;~ ~~~~~g_~\a;sO;I:rt~~P~:ss:~t ~~e f~~ls:
st~~ialist pri nciple: and with a definite Soci ali st p.rogramme. T? work
to this end is an a im tha t every Labour, Trade Union, Co-operative and
Communi st man and w~ma.n can be pr?ud of. . .

Consider also our oblig ations to the international workmg class. In
the majority of E ur o pea n countries, a terrible price has been paid in
the fight waged aga ins t fasci sm, both before and during the war-their
move~1en t forced in to illega lity , their funds, premises and newspapers
"one . The y need generous help from us to rebuild. How much more
:incere and practical th at help can be when it is carried out by a
united La bour move ment which , while it is helping to rebuild the
Socialist Pa rties, Trade Unions and Co-operatives on the continent of
Europe is at the same time trying to create a united international
Labour mo vement.

Whatever may be the Labour Party's efforts to secure international
unity, the y cannot produce the best results unless they are based on
unity of the Labour mo vement at home. This alone constitutes the
firm basis upon whic h the exh ortation of Marx and Engels, .. Workers
of the World, Unite ," can become a reality. A united Labour move­
ment in Brita in is the key to victory. It will unlock many doors of
opposition and mi sunderstanding. To a movement that sometimes
seems to have gro wn cynical and career-minded, it will restore the
vision and figh ting spiri t of the old pioneers.

Unity in the Labour movement means that the Labour Party would
grow in membersh ip and influence throughout the country, that its
local org an isati ons would be more active than ever before in their
histo ry. It mea ns victo ry at the next General and Local Elections.

Unity places the T rade Unions in a stronger position in negotiations
with emp loyers and in recruiting millions of unorganised workers.

Unity means a stronger fight against the monopolists who seek to
weaken and restrict the Co-operative movement.

Unity mean s a better Britain, nearer to the wishes and desires of the
people. It will constitute a greater step towards a Socialist Britain
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than is yet realised. It will demand keen political fighting and ~onli.

dence in the cause. But, despite all obstacles, it can and will be Won.
For the winning of such unity, we of the Communist Party pledge

our maximum contribution. Through Labour unity, and through the
leadership which a united Labour movement can give to all progressive
sections of the nation, we see the way forward to the carrying out
of what Marx and Engels defined in the historic Communist Manifesto
of 1848 as one of the principal tasks of the Communists, to " labour
everywhere for the union and agreement of the democratic parties of
all countries."

The aim of a united Labour movement is a splendid one. The
cynics, the hard-boiled, the careerists, those with no fait h in the
working class, will sneer and scoff. They will abuse and slander those
who fight for it. It will be derided as a dream.

So it would be, if no one fought for it. But millions of workers have
made up their minds that it is a dream that is going to come true.
When Ernest Bevin made his funeral oration over Ben Ti llett' s grave,
he referred to Ben, Tom Mann and John Burns as having ra ised " the
divine banner of discontent." There were many who said that these
men were dreamers, but their banner is now held aloft by millions of
willing hands. Their dreams of a powerful Trade Union movement,
uniting skilled and unskilled, of an eight-hour day, of a powerful
Labour Party independent of the capitalist parties, have all come true,
because they were dreams that were believed in and fought for by
nameless millions.

Today, new visions, new tasks and new responsibilities stand before
us. A united Labour movement is the way to win them and to secure
what our great traditions and our duty to our own peop le demand
from each one of us. It can be done if in our time we are as convinced
of the old slogan" United we Stand, Divided we Fall," as were the
pioneers in theirs.



CHAPTEH XIII

CONCLUSION

w~t h:~~:ee:h~~e ~im~e~ t~s ~~o~~~itical, economic and social
. I. 1"on at home and abroad, and to be guided in our analysis and

sltua
t

lO
ions by the experiences of the people before and during the war.

~O~oUgi \ e a feeling o~ strengt? a~d confidence to ~he organised Labour
-' -ernent on the basis of which It can attract to It! policy and leader­
~~f; eevery man and woman w.h? is determi.ned that. our ~ountry shall
be in the vanguard of the political awakening that IS tak~ng pla~e all

. r the world. 3. To take note of the profound international
~~~nges that are ~anifesting themselves, which cannot .Ieav~ Britain
untouched and which ca~l for. a new approach to a new sttuation from
every intelligent person m this country. . .

In this attempt we have had constantly III mind the theory and
practice of Marxism, an .~nfailing guide to p~ogress, h~wever diffi~ult
and complicated the position may be. In this connection we believe
that it will be as helpful to our readers as it has been to ourselves if we
here quote a passage from Lenin that has aided us in trying to estimate
the next stage, to reach which the working class in particular needs
to unite its ranks and use its full power.

" The social structure of society and of State power is characterised
by changes; and unless these changes are understood, not a single
step can be taken in any sphere of social activity. The understanding
of these changes determines the prospects, by which we mean, of
course, not idle guessing about things nobody knows, but the
fundamental trends of economic and political development-those
trends, the resultant of which determines the immediate future of the
country, those trends which determine the tasks, direction and
character of the activity of every intelligent public man."

Selected Works, Lenin, Vol. 4, p. 71.
Every essential for progress does now exist. We have seen during

the war the establishment of striking new allianees and unity of
purpose between nation and nation, class and class, even when the most
fundamental differences in social systems, politics, religion and class
outlook existed. Without such unity fascism would have triumphed;
the clock would have been put back. Mankind would have been held
back, perhaps for generations, in its historic mission to fight its way
forward to ever-improving economic and social conditions, developing
the productive resources and the mastery of man over nature.
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Victory over fascism will not in itself solve the ever-present pro blems
of poverty, unemployment, and social insecurity, but after what has
been done by the united action of the democratic nations of the World
in war, is there any intelligent man or woman who would dare to say
that we are not given unprecedented opportunities for maki ng a united
frontal assault on these enemies of mankind?

We do not pretend that the proposals advocated are those tha t would
be carried out in a Socialist Britain. They are only a step towa rds it.
But let us bear in mind two things. First, in defeating fascis m, We
have won a decisive victory for democracy in the capitalist countries
and for Socialism, in the Soviet Union. Secondly, the policy we have
outlined would be a tremendous step towards develo ping and
strengthening the people and all their organisations for the achiev ement
of Socialism.

We have no doubt that what has been proposed will be fiercely
attacked from two sides. The reactionary capitalists will descr ibe it
as "British bolshevism," and the so-called "left" of the La bour
movement-those ' without mass influence or serious respo nsibi lity­
will describe it as "a betraval of Socialism:'

What is the real position? To secure the carrying out of this policy
will necessitate some of the greatest political fights this country has
ever seen, and it is in the course of the struggle against react ion that
the working class has gained its political experience and unite d and
strengthened its ranks.

It is not how "left" the immediate programme itself may be that
determines whether it carries us forward towards liberation, towards
Socialism. It is the degree to which the workers and the people
generally can be united to fight for it, and their enemies be isolated
and exposed. It is the degree to which the progressive forces can
increase their power. Moreover, we have to realise that the actual
achievement of this programme, or even a part of it, will itself change
the country we live in, the conditions in which we carryon our work.
and-most important of all-it will change the minds of the people
in the process of carrying it out and prepare them for yet other
far-reaching changes.

What separates us from Socialism? Since capitalism first a rose it
has been true that" we are many" and our oppressors are few . Why,
then, have we not yet reached the stage of Socialism? What have we
to change in order to get there?

How often do we hear the answer from those who have lost fa ith in
the workers: "The people are apathetic. The people are do ped by the
propaganda of the capitalists. They'll agree with you, but they will say



nothing;:~o~eg da~n~h:~D~~t i~re~~eftl S~~e:;le~eo~~~ ~~:~y~~~,t~~t~~~
~.f]~~ say it will always be th~ sa~e." . .

Of course, there is something in all . th l~. The minds of the people
ve been shaped by society, and capitalism has .a thou sand ways to

ha them to its mould. Some workers have still too much respect
s~J~ear for the class th~t. usurps Gov~rnment, and not yet enou gh
a fidence in their own abi lity to do the Job better. The y have not yet
~~~i sed that the good things of life should an d could be for them .

How can we change this? How can the people learn th eir own

strength ?
Never, Lenin told us, by pr?pagan~a alone. If it were only a

uestion of propag:1l1da, the capitalist ClaSS pos sesses fa r more oppor­
(unities and ch :1nnels which they ca n use. People learn above all from
their own experience. As we have seen, we have learned through scores
of years of bitter oppression and Trade Union resistance that united
we are strong, divided we are weak . We have learnt during the wa r
that" managerial functions" are not a magic sixth sense which goes
with a certain education an d manner of speech ; the Soviet Union,
where the workers exercise these functions entirely, ha s been the most
successful power in the war. We have learn ed we can do more than
bargain for th e terms on wh ich we sell our labour; we can begin to
b:1rgain about what we will make, and how much of it, the price at
which it is to be sold , an d the profit that can be made out of it.

If a Government suc h as we have outlined is selected and begins to
carry out its programme, will not this further change the people? If
four years of full em ployment in war have so strengthened working­
cl:1SS organisation despite all the difficulties of war-time, what will it
mean to go on with it when all the lads come back from the forces?

If th ree years of Jo int Production Committees have had such an
effect, what will be the effect of key industries in national hands, the
worke rs and the G overnment running them? If the workers have
becom e impatien t with poverty during the war, what will it be when
there is no longer th e immense drain of war-time on our resources?
Will the examp le of the Soviet Union peacefully rebuilding be less
inspiring than its exam ple in war-time?

Abo ve all, we belie ve th at the people who have been able to extend
democracy in war-ti me-with elections banned, and the movement not
roused by its leaders to exert its full strength in shaping the country's
policy- will find a new enthusiasm and energy when the job they have
to do is one of building for plenty.
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It may be that some who genuin ely desire social progress will think
that our programme goes too far. If that proves an obst acle to
securing the maximum unity of all the Labour and progress ive people
and their organi sations, we would be prepared to meet and discuss any
modifications which might be considered more practical, or make it
more readily acceptable as a basis for the common movement.

We under stand that despite the forms of mutual assista nce and
economic co-operation we have suggested as between nation and nation
and the domestic policy of Britain, the capitalist would still make
profits and the worker still draw wages. We have no illusions about
that. But thi s policy will mean higher wage s, shorter hours and full
employment. It will mean a more united and stronger Labour
movement, the str an gle-hold of monopoly capitalism imme diately
weakened and all the pre-requisites for further development towards
Socialism .

We are living in a new stage in the development of society. On the
whole, the capitalist class is weaker and the working class stronger
than in 1939, and the working class has proved in deeds, par ticularly
since the Ru ssian Revolution , that it also know s how to take advantage
of the weakne sses and contradictions of the capitalist world.

If there is one lesson we can learn with great profit from the
experience of the Soviet Union since 1917, it is that at every new stage
in the internationa l situation, the Socialist State knew how to act. I
have heard endless accusations that the Soviet Union has betrayed
Socialism because at some particular time it made a turn in its domestic
and foreign policy, a new alliance or agreement. But is not the influence
of the Soviet Union in the world now outstanding? Has no t every
turn in its policy resulted precisely in winning its prese nt proud
position? No one can deny this. Similarly here in Britain, we have to
learn how to adapt our policies to what is new in the situation,
strengthening our faith in the working class and uniting our power
against all the enemies of social progress.

During the war the main enem y has been fascism and those who
help it. We as Communists, and the Labour movement as a whole ,
have been willing to work with anyone against it, whether or not we
agree in other respects After the war the whole nation must unite
against reactionary sections of capit al ism who, for whatever motive s,
oppose the use of the nation's resources to meet the nation's needs.
The people who have been strong enough to defeat Hitler will also
be strong enough to defeat those who ar e prep ared to go back to the
old sterile policy of wage cut s, victimisation and unemployment; those
who organise scarcity because they profit from it; those who are willing
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to plunge the nations back into the turmoil and menace of imperialist

ri alries and war,
The unity so painfully established during five years of war must not

be rent asunder th~ day the last A1I-~lear sounds. .No one would

~v~~c~~:k~~~ho~ih~:I~~;~:~dt,h~~dr~~~t~r~~ha~~~~~~~;~;:;o~~~~;~?~~
the other. Wh at IS needed IS a. new u~lty III w~lch the Labour move­
ment takes the lead of a1l that IS best III the nation

Consider what is the alternative to the policy we have suggested.
It is to use production simply for securing the highest rate of profit and
not to sati sfy the urgent needs of the population. It means restriction
of output, wa ge cuts, intensified exploitation, a dog-eat-dog fight with
trade competitors at home and abroad. It means slashing at social
services , playing off the workers of one industry against another, of
one country against another. It means imperialist rivalry and struggles
for sources of raw material and profitable investment. It means the
continued repression of the Colonial peoples. It means economic
crisis, unemployment, and another world war.

It would mean that in a world in which countries like America, the
Dominions and the Soviet Union have enormously increased their
productive power, where the new Europe (already arising before our
eyes) is strong and established, and where the National Liberation
Movement has made mighty advances in every Colonial country,
Britain would be isolated and defeated. The country that led the
world in forming a Labour movement would sink to the position of a
third-rate power and become a drag on world social progress.

It would mean a betrayal of every soldier, sailor and airman who has
given his life for the right of democratic people to advance to a new
life and a ne w world.

On the other hand, what of our policy?
It would mean a continuation of Britain's war-time co-operation

with America, the Soviet Union, China and the rest of the United
Nations, assisting in the restoration of devastated Europe, helping the
development of a free India and other Colonial countries 'in common
with other nations.

It would mean, as set out in an earlier chapter, planning and
producing what Britain so urgently requires, with all that would result
in good health, happiness, better education and skill.

It would mean being good neighbours with all countries, resulting in
\\ ork and good wag es, real town and country planning, more leisure
for all kind s o f sport, cultural and intellectual development. It would
mean a curt ailment of rent, interest and profit which would have to
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be faced and accepted by the handful of people who believe it is their
divine right to draw it.

It would mean that the Government would be progressively form ed
from the best men and women that the nation could provide. It would
mean that there need be no ploughing under of wheat and corn, no
burning of coffee, no destruction of crops or of machinery, no distress ed
areas or hunger marches.

Arising from all this would develop stronger and more united T rade
Unions, a more powerful Co-operative movement, extending its con.
structive and beneficial work throughout the country, a far more
powerful united Labour Party, steadily moving, through the affiliation
to it of the Communist Party, towards a single working-class political
party that could inspire and lead the whole country.

It would mean important steps towards Socialism, in line with the
new conditions and new international situation.

The capitalist class will make their own choice as to which alternative
they are prepared to accept and help carry through. But fortuna tely
the working class, having made up its own mind as it has done, can
also assist the capitalists to make their choice. For if ever there was a
time to remember" We are many, they are few" it is now.

Signs are not wanting that the position is clearly understood even
in the ranks of monopoly capitalism. They require no warnings and
threats from us-they get them from their own statesmen, wri ters and
economists every week. I am writing this on the day (July 25th, 1944)
that the Financial News is commenting editorially on the results of the
International Monetary Conference at Bretton Woods in America and
I notice it sums up the results in this significant way :-

"This is the first constructive essay in-and probably the world' s
last chance of-rebuilding trade and prosperity on international
lines."
That warning is urgently applicable to every problem that peac e will

bring to the capitalist and working class alike.
It may be argued that what we have outlined here represents a

series of developments that can only lead to State Capitalism. Well,
what is wrong about that? Does it not represent the victory o f the
popular forces over those of reaction? For the difTerence between
National "Socialism" in a fascist country, and State Capitalism in
a democratic one is this: The one rests upon the terror and dictat or ­
ship of the most aggressive, reactionary and powerful dominant sect ion
of monopoly capitalism, in which every vestige of liberty. freedom and
Socialist thought has been exterminated, the other, upon the bas is of
democratic institutions with a Government elected by the peop le and
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U~I~l~cr~~ ~~a~~~~~\fy ~~t:nd~~:~~~d a~~g~~r~eg;e~~~V:ni~~aj~~.~~~~d w~~~
~l co_operati on with all other nauons, SOCIalist thought m~klllg head­
way, and in which great changes are bound to take place III the state

machine.
It is a fun dame nta l difference, because while the one retards the

ossibilit y of any advance towards Socialism, the other enormously
;ssists the speed y adv ance towards working-class power and the full
establishment of Socialism.

Does our conception of social progress mean, then, that there is
no class str uggle? Of course not. The achievement of the limited
progr amm e we have outlined will demand fierce political struggles
if it is to be won. If the solid core of the dyed-in-the-wool Tories
now in cont rol of Parliament fought as they did against the Catering
Bill, which aimed only at giving a minimum wage in this industry,
we can apprec iate how violently they will fight again st any proposal
to nati on alise anything at an y time.

But they ca n be beaten by a united Labour movement organising
great politic al meetings, demonstrations and conferences, using its
Labou r, Com m unist, Trade Union and Co-operative press, rousing
and or ganisin g the people, carrying it all through with the
enthusi asm, conviction and fervour of a great revival, calling upon
the youn g people , the new, promising leaders who are emerging every­
where , especiall y tho se who have gone through the war on land, sea
and air, usi ng every propagandist and writer, every novelist and
publi cist, the films and radio, the street corner and the Town Hall, the
Trade U nion, th e Labour Party and Communist Party branch rooms,
Co-operative Party and Guild meetings, the Trade Union Congress,
the Co-operati ve Congress and the Labour Party Conference.

Have not the reactionaries in the Tory and Liberal Parties opposed
every measure of social progress? Did the y not declare that Britain
was going to be ruined if child labour was abolished in mill and mine
if Fact ory Act s were introduced, the eight-hour day, social insurance,
or vote s fo r women? In those days they used the press to slander
the pio neers, accused them of being in receipt of" foreign gold ," used
the Chu rch and parson, corrupted Labour leader s-but in the end
they were bea ten, as we can beat them now.

No , it does not me an the end of the struggle we have carried on
for so many yea rs. It means the carrying forward of th at struggle
into new territ or y, so that instead of hitting only at a single employer
IIr group of employers, extracting this or that concession, we are
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fighting for control and power at key points in the economic system
of monopoly capitalism itself. The very scale of modern mo nopoly
makes such a development of our struggle absolutely necessary.

It is not simply a Parliamentary fight. The power and control of
such a Government as we envisage will rest no less on the active work
and initiative of the organised Labour and progressive movemen t, in
Factory Committees and Trade Unions, in Co-operatives and Tena nts'
Associations, than on the traditional forces of the state. Undo ubtedly
such a Government may be faced with the need to modernise the State
machinery, to make it more democratic and to give greater scope for
the co-operation of the voluntary organisations of the peop le.

As capitalism becomes more and more monopolised, as the ind ividual
factory becomes part of a nationally organised network, so the big
decisions about wages and hours cease to be matters which can be
regarded, even temporarily, as matters between the workers and
employers alone. Inevitably they become matters of national concern
affecting the whole of economic life, and it is essential, if we are to
advance at all, that the working class should have no illusio ns about
a " pure" industrial struggle in which no issues arise except " Trade
Union" issues. A change of power in the State is necessary to give full
effect to the growing strength of the movement in the factories and
Trade Unions.

As the movement advances, therefore, it will be more and more
important to seek to influence and bring under its control not only
wages and hours within an industry, but the whole organ isation of
industry and the development of production as a whole. Nationalisation
of the mines has become the main demand of the miners as the
condition of further Trade Union and social advance. The pr ob lems
of the cotton workers cannot be solved without bringing in some form
of State control as the only alternative to what monopoly did to
Lancashire in pre-war days. The engineering and shipbuilding wor kers
cannot win the wages and conditions they want after the war without
the agreements the Government makes with foreign countries and the
steps it takes to develop the home market, especially through its control
of investment and re-equipment,

The very weaknesses and contradictions inherent in mono poly
capitalism in its present stage requires an extension of State con trol if
Britain is to be saved from disaster after a short-lived trade boom
after the war.

Never have there been such opportunities for the Trade Unions to
use their power and influence as now, but the new conditions also
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I and a new outlook on the part of Trade Unionists and their
~cC;;~rs , so that ~o short-sighted policy shall replace the. long-term
view through which alone. we can fulfil all that the working class IS

ex~~~in:re~~~~ee ~;a~~eU~~~~nl~~~e~:~~\nited workers for a better
standard of life will have to be the main driving force which, together
with a Labour and progressive majority in Parliament, can compel
the reorganisation and drastic changes required throughout industry,
at the same time as it assists Parliament to overcome the opposition
of all reactionary forces.

Workers will not unite and fight for things they believe to be
impossible ; they will fight for what they consider just, fair and reason­
able. In so doing they will gain victories not only in the present
situation but in preparing the way for advances towards Socialism, as
the necessary conditions mature and as more and more people are
convlllced of the desirability of this decisive change in society and
are organised and prepared to fight for it.

What is Socialism? It means that the ownership of the means of
production-the factories, the mines, the workshops, the railways and
ships, the land and machinery to till it-has passed out of the owner­
ship of private capitalists into public ownership on behalf of the
nation.

It means that because of this, most of the political and economic
problems which seem difficult to solve under capitalism would
disappear. There would no longer be any problem of how to prevent
business crises, unemployment and war; no fight between the interests
of the private capitalist, who wants low wages and high prices, and
the worker, who wants high wages and low prices. There would cease
to be a problem of "over-production."

This would mean unfettering the productive powers of our country
on a scale that would make the war effort look slow and halting, and
on this basis there could be a much freer and fuller life for every
man and woman.

There would be no more blind alley jobs, no more unskilled labour.
There would be time to think, time to grow, not on the basis of
" state regimentation;' but of the fullest expression of democracy and
liberty. "Every cook must learn to rule the state," Lenin once said,
and Socialism makes it both possible and practicable.

Socialism would change people, change them from individuals
trained to keep their end up against the world into people without
fear, able to co-operate and work collectively without a thought of
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personal gain. It would bridge the gap between manual and intellectual
work which gives us so many bored workers and sterile intelle ctuals. It
means the emancipation of women, with all the power an d strength
they would bring in service to the people in industry, agricu ltur e, the
arts and sciences, and the home .

We cannot, of course, foretell exactly what will be do ne, but we
do know what things people will not endure under Socia lism-poverty.
misery, unem ployment, want, racia l hatred and religious discr imination.

Only a Socia list Britain, co-operating with all ot her peo ples of the
world in close, friendly, free an d equal associat ion, will be able so
to plan the use of all Bri tain's material, productive and scientific
reso urces that every citizen will be guaranteed security, the right to
work and leisure, a steadily rising standard of living, liberty and equal
opportunity for a full and happy life.

Only Socialism can completely abolish the causes of poverty,
unemployment and war, and use to their utmost limits all the produc­
tive resources of our country to satisfy the ever-increasing needs of
the people and those with whom they are in co-operative assoc iation.

It means employing every man and every machine usef ully, br inging
every acre of land into fruitful cultivation, planning our whole
resour ces, exchangi ng our products for the prod ucts, raw materials and
foods tuffs of other nation s.

It wou ld end restric tions on invent ion s, lighten toil in heavy and
da ngero us industries, use all the limitless poss ibilities o f modern
science and technique to increase productivi ty and lessen ma nua l labour.

Socia lism would end the robbery of the poor by the rich and the
exploitation of one man by another, and open up a new co nception
of human purpose and endeavour. It would transform our tow ns and
villages from the present drab and dreary places into centres of light,
convenience and comfort.

All men and women would have to work, and would enjoy equal
rights, equal facilities . Class privilege and profit, class inequal ities
and monopoly would have gone. The contrast between rich and poor,
between the West End an d th e Eas t End, would have been ab olished.
The grea t country houses of the rich would become rest hom es for
workers who need rest and faci lities for recuperation .

Social ism would make possible a really healthy natio n and people,
opening up opportunities for education and technical development that
would reflect themselves in every phase of industry, agriculture, cu ltural
and social life. It would give time for play , recreation and trave l th at
would be used in a new way by new people. All modern travel
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and ccase to be content to watch a few paid professionals because they
thcmselves are too tired to take part, or because they have been denied
all opportunity.

Under Socialism, democracy would continually expand as the
workers guide and control the destinies of their own country. Scientists
and technicians would find new scope for their genius and inventive
ability. There would be no restriction of invention because it would
restrict profit; instead it would be encouraged because it would bring
about better planning and equipment, continual improvement in
housing and social conditions, in lightening toil and increasing the
time for leisure.

Socialism would give to the small manufacturers, farmers and shop­
keepers a security they have never known under capitalism. Their
association with State and Co-operative concerns would provide them
not only with a better livelihood than they can obtain in their present
scramble to make ends meet and their constant anxiety to avoid being
crushed by the big monopolies, but would also convince them that
Socialism is a superior system to capitalism.

Socialism means real and permanent international co-operation,
helping backward countries to develop, reaching out to others to assist
them to enjoy the new life we are building for ourselves. It means
going forward to the realisation of a world Socialist order of society.

It would give men and women a new sense of their importance
and responsibility, their dignity and stature, their power and how to
use it.

If you say it cannot be done, we say it is being done before our
very eyes in the Soviet Union. which, although it is the only Socialist
country in the wo rld , has clearly demonstrated that in peace and war,
Socialism is a better. more efficient, and inspiring system of society than
capitalism. Socialism gives to all who believe in it a new purpose and
aim in life. It gives confidence and strength. It enables men anJ
women to dare and to endure, to face persecution and hardship. to die
if need be in service to the cause. It enabled the Hamburg docker,
August Lutgens, to request his Nazi executioners that his hands should
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be unti ed before he placed his head on the block, and when freed,
to use his powe rful fists to smash in the jaws of his executioners. It
enable the Soviet girl Tanya to have confidence and strength to call
out as the Nazi noose was tightening around her neck: "Don't cry,
Mother, it is a great happiness to die for one's people," It gave the
French Communist Gab riel Peri strength to send out his last message
to the world: .. If I had my time again I would go the same road ,"

Socialism has given to countless unknown heroes, men and women
alike, in our mining villages, engineering and shipbuilding towns,
textile works and rural areas, the strength and vision to fight, orga nise,
agitate and educate, even when it all seemed impo ssible, Though all
was for them as the blackness of night , they always saw the da wn.
Victimis ation, imprisonment, deport ation, starvation, seeing the ir
children peak and pine, their wives grow hungry and weak-and yet
to stick to it, never to lose faith .

Yesterday such people were few, Today we are millions beca use
of what the y did. Let us now prove worthy of them, their exam ple,
and their achievements, We are so much stronger, more united,
politically better equipped; and so, on the basis of our indestructible
faith in Socialism , let us continue to fight.

If we do so along the direction we have indicated in this book let
we believe we can win a Better Britain today and a Socialist Britain
tomorrow.

Forl eigh Pr~ss Ltd . (T .V . all depts. v, Beechw ood Work s, Beech wood Rise. WOlford.
CP /J /13 /9 /44
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