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CHAPTER 1.
THE WORKING CLASS IN DANGER!
The New Offensive of the Capitalists.

With the close of the war, the capitalists began a
general offensive against the workers. All along the
line, wages were reduced. Hours of work were in-
creased, Unemployment reached gigantic proportions.
The employers’ organizations grew mightier than ever.
The open-shop drive became the “American Plan.” The
foreign-born workers, the great masses of the basic
industries, were persecuted in every way. DMass-raids
and mass-trials aimed to extirpate the Reds from this
country.

It was not before the summer of 1922, that the work-
ing class began to defend itself. Not less than a mil-
lion workers struck simultaneously in the coal mines,
in the railroad shops, and in the textile mills, Through
the concentrated use of power by the government and
the shameful betrayal by the trade union leaders, the
fight could not end in victory.

We are facing to-day a new and even more dangerous
offensive of the capitalists against the workers.

The first offensive of the capitalists from 1920 to
1922, aimed to take advantage of the economic crisis
and the wide-spread unemployment, in order to destroy
the unions and to lower the standard of living of the
workers.

The present new offensive of capital aims to prevent
the workers from benefiting from the new prosperity,
and the decrease in unemployment.
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The capitalists and the capitalist government are
making tremendous preparations. Daugherty declared
openly that for the ruling Republican Party, the main
issue at the presidential elections in 1924, will be the
enforcement of law, the persecution of the Reds, and
the open shop. Weeks, Secretary of War, another
member of the Harding cabinet, declared that the
United States needs a strong army, not only against

the external enemy, but also against internal trouble .

and great strikes.

The biggest of the capitalists are becoming more and
more the undisputed rulers of industry. The La Fol-
lette investigations showed that the Standard Qil Com-
pany has the monopoly in oil, in defiance of all laws.
We see everywhere new trustification, and new merg-
ers. In the steel industry, the Bethlehem-Lackawanna-
Midvale steel merger has but recently consolidated
forty-six companies. The merging of the Anaconda
Copper Co. and the Chile Copper Co. is commented upon
as follows by the Wall Street Journal: “It will put to-
gether the greatest copper-mining, smelting, refining
and fabricating enterprise in the world, with the larg-
est deposit of copper ore.” In the packing industry
the merger of Armour and Morris and Co. merged
$500,000,000 and 65,000 employees. The American
Woolen Co., the trust of the woolen mills, and the Con-
solidated Textile Co., the trust of the cotton mills, have
united their forces, and have secured thereby absolute
control of the textile industry of this country.

Not only does the government tolerate this unheard
of concentration of capital, but it even helps the pro-
cess, and the best example of this is the plan to amal-
gamate all of the railroad lines into nineteen big sys-
tems. Hoover, Secretary of Commerce, declared on
January 24, 1923, “I advocate the 1apid procedure of
consolidation” (of the railroads).

Capitalist monopoly and the tariff law have raised
the prices of all commodities. The cost of living is
rising from day to day. And the government is the
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mplice in this process. While the Department of
glclcs?cics calls for an injunction against the sp(?cqlators
in sugar, Hoover’s Department of Commerce 18 in the
conspiracy against the breakfast table of all workers.
Due to the decrease in unemployment, the capitalists
are forced to raise the wages. The steel Worke_rs, t'he
textile workers, and the workers in the packing in-
dustries have received a mere pittance as wage-in-
crease—10% to 12% as alms, from the immense p}g‘oflts.

The rise in the cost of living and the decrease In un-
employment will make it necessary and .possabie for
the workers to set up new demands for hlg}}er wages.
In the building trades, where the prosperity is the
greatest, the bosses are afraid of a genera} strike. One
organization of 200,000 railroad workers is a}ready_ de-
manding a wage increase. For t]gle first time since
the crushing of the great steel strike of 1919, we see
in April, 1923, a spontaneous strike of steel workers in
McKeesport. ' ‘

The capitalists want to fight against the workers
more energetically, and with greater armaments than
in the first offensive. In the summer of 1922, they
had paralyzed the labor unions by means of the
Daugherty injunction. Now they are no longer con-
tent with mere emergency measures, but they want to
pass direct laws for the extermination of the tx:ade
union movement. In the year 1920, they terrorized
thousands of foreign-born workers through deporta-
tion or threat of deportation. Now they want to out-
law the millions of foreign-born Workgrs of the basic
industries by a whole series of oppressive laws. Pres-
ident Harding, Secretary of Labor Davis, and Senator
Colt have spoken quite openly of the next plans of the
capitalists against the foreign-born workers. They
intend to register all foreign-born v_vorkel_cs, to_photo—
graph them, and take their fingfzr-prm‘cs, like crlmln_als
and prostitutes. Laws are bemg' plamygd for taking
away citizen papers from naturalized citizens who do
not serve the capitalists humbly enough. Laws are
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fabricated for deporting foreign-born workers who in
any way participate in strike-meetings. A new im-
migration policy is being introduced which entails se-
lection and contract-labor.#*

The various Fascisti organizations are marshalling
their forces. The Ku Klux Klan already has in many
states more power than the official government., The
example of Arkansas shows that not only negroes, but
also white workers can be lynched with impunity.

The capitalist government of the United States has
become just as centralized and as sinister as the former
monarchy of the Czars. The bureaucracy has become
an independent power. The number of civil service
employees which in 1884 was 13,780, has grown to
597,482 in 1922. Never in its whole history did the
United States have so large a standing army as at
present, with 280,000 men and 17,000 officers. In ad-
dition, a National Guard of about 435,000 men. The
Reserve Officers’ Army Training Corps will train 5000
officers yearly. The Citizens’ Military Training Camps
will train this summer 30,400 men. The military train-
ing of ‘civilians, according to the statement by Briga-
dier-General Lassiter, will comprise not less than three
million men. The official slogan is: Preparedness, not
only against the external, but also against the internal
enemy—against the workers. Tens of thousands of
students are being trained as officers every year. A
part of the training is the propaganda for the apen
shop, and against the Reds. Plans are being laid for
batallions of railway engineers, with the higher of-
ficials of the railroad systems as the officers. In the
United States, the capitalists do not need a Mussolini,
for the War and Navy Departments are themselves
organizing Fascisti forces against the workers. Not
a week goes by, but that some general or colonel makes

*)~ Concerning plans of the capitalist government against
foreign-born workers, see the pamphlet by C. 8. Ware, “The

%merican Foreign-Born Worker.” Published by the Workers’
arty.
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ainst Bolshevism. But Bol-

a propaganda speech ag stands for trade unions and

shevism, in army-slang,
strikes. | it
The working class 1s In L
The most powerful government in the wogl%r 11;‘23
wealthiest capitalists of ’%he eagf’c?ﬁet]il;;li ‘Eggsfront &
s in existence have forme ‘ C
:gsnsiiilate organized labor, to oppress the unorganized

workers.
The Working Class Unprepared.

And facing these grf{eat dangers, the working class
nds unprepared—split up.

St%n the ?ndustrial field the greatest part_of the IIIIEZISI;
ses is unorganized. The labor_o‘rg_amziatlolﬁs co e
only gkilled and part of ’c_hp seml-gkllled workers. L
craft-unions set u.pl‘G artiflc'?ﬁ bargliz%si;ztvlv;ﬁ?zzvcé}{ten_
of the same industries. The ca ‘ Yo

i for inciting hatred between native
]il(:]r?n prﬁﬁ:%iﬁﬁspeaking workers and forelgn-boin
workers, blind hatred between Whlte and neg;o \'gg;‘m;
ers. The conservative and _traltorous trade on
leaders hinder the amalgamathn of craft pmczcxis o
industrial unions, and they fail to organize the

organized masses. i .

olitical field, there are numerous parties o
th(e)lwlfvgilﬁegs. The Sociali‘(siigt?ar‘ty, v’i‘,%:aChF;Srrfr?errg%;;)%%

i evolutionary traditions. : -

%ér‘égrswlifh good militant elements, bu_t without a qle’gz
program. The Proletarian Party Wl_th Commuil.ls .
inclinations, but with an overemphasis of _egilml:a éon
work, forgetting the importe}ncq of the politica sfrg}gl:-
gle. The Workers’ Party which in the best sens,ﬁ.qh e
word has developed into a Copamumst Party, w gﬁ rg—
presents, not only the daily 1ntqres‘ts, but _also er j—;'
volutionary future of the working c'l‘ass.. Not one o
these parties is today a mass organization.
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The working class of the United States presents this
ominous picture: An opposition between unorganized
and organized workers. Division between native and
foreign-born workers. Hatred between white and
negro workers. Dozens of craft-unions within each
industry. Division between the American Federation
of Labor, and the independent unions, Four working
class parties. The millions of the workers belong to
none of the working class parties, but are still adher-
ents of the old capitalist parties.*

The capitalists are united as 1 class, and they have
their supreme executive committee—the government.
The working class is broken up into scores of divisions,
and it is under the influence of traitorous labor leaders
who block unification, and betray the cause of the
workers. The only salvation of the workers lies in a
mighty united front of all labor unions and all political
parties of the working class. The craft unions must
be amalgamated into industria] unions—only thus can
the fight be waged on the industrial field. AIll labor
unions and political working class parties must form
a labor party. Only thus can the fight be waged on
the political field. Might against might! Against the
trusts, amalgamation! Against capitalistic parties, a
Labor Party! Against the government of the bosses,
the government of the workers!

The Workers’ Party is the only one of all the labor
organizations which hag launched these slogans, and
which has appealed with these slogans to all labor
unions and working class parties.

The greatest hindrance to amalgamation and a Labor
Party is the betrayel by the Socialist Party. The Gom-
pers bureaucracy of the trade unions is at present
weakening, and has no working-class ideology. The
militant trade unionists would be able to overthrow

*) A clear and uniform picture on the situation of the labor
movement in America is presented in Wm. Z. Foster’s “The Bank-
ruptcy of the American Labor Movement.'’ Published by the
Trade Union Educational League.

R

T
%

[ the Socialist Party divides t.he m111’c_ant
glcfnnxzn]‘[c)stby waging a most rqac‘tionary flght_ agalélst
amalgamation, and by hindering the formation of a

r Party.* L .
rea’i}h%a(l.}%icial le}ar,dership of the Socialist Party is today
the most reprehensible ally of the Gompeygs burealt-
cracy, the most stubborn opponent of ’ghe United Front,
the worst calumniator of the Comrpumsts, the most de-
ceitful slanderer of Soviet Russia, the open ally of
burgeois political leaders of thfs La Follette type.

We know that in the Socialist Pgrty there are also
honest leaders, as well as honest militant workers. We
appeal to Eugene Debs as the most o-utstz}ndmg
figure, and the representative of old revolutionary
traditions of the Socialist Party, to all honest workers
who are still in the Socialist Party, not to_tolerate any
longer the rule of Morris Hillqui_t ‘and.Vlctor Berger,
no longer to be the tools, who unintentionally help the
betrayal of the workers’ cause. We apper_ﬂl 'to Scott
Nearing who had to concede that the Socialist Party
belongs to the past, and the future belongs to the

rkers Party. o

W(\)?Ve appeal 3’;0 the hundreds of.Workers Wlthm the
Socialist Party who through their p.rotestlng letters
have forced the resignation of the editor of the N. Y.
Call. The editor who has resigned from the; N Y. Call,
has recounted that a member of t'he Soc1ahst. Party
sent him a huge cross, after the artmle_s defending the
Russian Catholic priests, had appeared in the N.Y. Call.
This pamphlet aims to be, in symbol, another huge
cross which we send to Eugene Debs and to all honest
workers, with the demand: “Stop t.he betrayal by tkfe
Socialist Party! Stop the destructlye work of Morris
Hillquit, Victor Berger, and Oneal?!

i : ty and explana-
¥ he arguments in favor _of a. Labor Par
ti0r)1 of‘gflet betra%zal by the Socialist Part){, see the pamph}eﬁ bsg
John Pepper, “For a Labor Party.” Published by the Workers
Party.
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represent public opinion and who thunder ag}a:ilést tllle
underground Communist movement, fprget tha e;aay iy
Christianity was not only Qoxilynums%(lz, ;ousv }?oSt{;;gﬂf‘é L.
underground organization. 1ne 0 s
igggt atl}che %nderground Communist 9onyent10n hfﬁdg = g
among the sand-dunes of Bridgeman, Michigan, are the =

CHAPTER II.
“UNDERGROUND RADICALISM.”

Is “Underground” Unamerican?

The greatest accusation levelled against the Work-
ers’ Party and against the Communists has always
been that they organize underground. Samuel Gom-
pers and Morris Hillquit use this as an excuse against
the united front with Communists. Even Eugene V.
Debs condemns the Communists as underground ra-
dicals. He says the following: “I have been opposed
to secret organizations all my life, and I do not mean
to change my opinion about them at this late day.
There is no good reason now in this country for an
underground movement.” Then another declaration by
Debs: ‘“There are some of those fellows who seem to
thrive ontheromanceof underground movements. They
seem to think there is something new in all that... It
seems to me that any underground radical movement
in the United States is not only foolish, but suicidal.” *

We must consider two questions: 1. Is an under-
ground secret organization something unheard of in
America? 2. Did the Communists go underground be-
cause they were seeking romance?

The history of every revolution and even counter-
revolution shows numberless examples of underground
organizations. Those respectable church-goers who

*) The quotations are from David Karsner's book, “Talks with
Debs in Terre Haute (and letters from Lindlahr).” 'This book
by David Karsner and the other which he wrote on the life of
Eugene Debs, contain valuable material, but do not give the right
character-picture of Eugene Debs. Debs is not this Jesus Christ
that Karsner makes of him. We do not believe that the greatest
gesture in his life is, that when someone slaps him on one
cheek, he turns the other. Debs can be, not only a great lover,
but also a great hater, and if the workers of America had not
always felt that Debs can hate capitalists and capitalism with
all his heart, they would not love him. Debs has somewhat of
the mildness of Jesus Christ, but he also has the revolutionary
gesture of Jesus Christ in the Garden of Gethsamen, when he
asked for the sword.

A [ 1P

express adoration for those early Ch]_flstlans =

;Zﬂ?c‘iﬂxfg’gingpin the secret underground meetings of =
th?ﬂ?ﬁ %ﬁmﬁ?ﬁx Klan which, with such conviction, de-
mands the extermination of tlr}e .undergrour};d 1Ci<:mi1-
munists, was organized in the s;xtles as an a s}(l) u eI'}é
underground organization, and.ls t_oday a m;:l}f (IJI})(;n i
secret atid underground organization than the

i ve ever been. :
m?ﬁit%gl?ghters of the American Revolution WhO.SO
historically and hysterically .de_man_d.t'he suppress;loré
of the underground Communist a,ct1v1t1es, forget ad
the American revolution had very many underggoun
activities. The Federal Convention, where the n&er-
jcan government was founded, was a secret under-
ground convention. Middle—c]gss liberals and progres};
sives who are admirers of the ideas of the great Frepc
revolution, forget that not only the Frenc_h revolution,
but also the German and Italian revolu‘_clonary move-
ments had their secret underground middle-class or-
ganizations in the Carbonari and Burschenschafter. 1

The American Socialist Party, _Whose ideal and mode
is the German Social Democratic Party, forge’p's t[haié
the German Party had its heroic period at the time o
the exception laws of Bismarck. And Bejoel and the old
Liebknecht wrote just as proudly of their uanerground
activities, as Franz Mehring, the great historian o:f‘ the
German Social Democracy and Mot_teler, the “Red
Field-Postmaster” of this illegal pe1_~1od. ;

The Socialists claim that they desire the letory of
the working class, and forget that the _Russmn Bol-
sheviki, the only working class party which could lead
the laboring masses to enduring victory, was for years

MG (52  ais
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an underground party. And when the foll
Proletarian Party, who are so proud of thgiz'v?&i:}fi:ge
a’gtack the underground, they forget that Karl Marzé
himself was a member of the underground “Bund der
Kommunisten,” before the revolution of ’48.

Gompeys, who has grown senile, not only in policy
b.ut also in memory, declares today that every under-
ground organization is un-American, forgetting that
the whole trade-union movement of the United States
was f'or years an underground organization. We qudte
in 1EhlS connection from “The History of Labour in the
United States,” by John R. Commons, the best book
on the la}bor‘- movement of this country, ““When the
commercial interests,’” said the National Labor Tribune
of ApI‘l'l 24, 1875, ‘combine to exact the greatest share
of profits of labor and give labor the least, even to the
verge of starvation, when all attempts of labor to
openly oppose and defeat the efforts of those combina-
tions are mac}e th_e pretext for still further oppression
and persecuthn, 1t is time for the people to unite to-
geth_er for_thelr individual and common safety. These
considerations have prompted men in all trades to have
recf))lirs:etto secret organizations.’”’
, -atriots, conservatives, Socialist Party |
sing in chorus the old song that Co-mm}lrmiesir(lieli'ss, 1311E
Amer;can because an undereround organization is un-
Amer.'lcan. At the Cleveland Labor Party Conference
Keating excused the non-seating of the Workers’ Partj;
delegates on the ground that the Workers’ Party is an
ungelzlrir}'lound, utn-American organization.

Uhese patriots are ridiculous in their i

of their own patriotic history. Nowhereeilrll‘ ;%20;1%33
do Wwe see so many underground political parties and
organizations as in the United States. The old and
new Ku Klu_x Klan! The story of the powerful, seeret
Know-Nothlng Party of the fifties! The hiséory of
the Knights of Labor! The history of the beginning
Of. the trade union movement! The history of the
numerous farmers’ grange organizations! All these

L

examples show that in the United States the under-
ground political organizations were not merely small
sects, but real great mass-organizations, sometimes
numbering their membership in the millions. The un-
derground form of organization is so far from being
un-American, that Friedrich Luckwaldt, a German
historian, one of the finest students of American his-
tory, writes the following in connection with the Know-
Nothing Party, in his book, “History of the United
States of Ameriea,” Berlin, 1920: “Such secret societies
have always attracted Americans powerfully. In no
country have there been so many of them, so remark-
able or influential.”

All this talk about un-Americanism of underground
is bunk, and only serves to cover up the mighty under-
ground organizations of Wall Street, and the finely-
spun web of secret employers’ organizations. Professor
Clarence Bonnett says the following, in his book, “Em-
ployers’ Associations of the United States”: “There is
much that is confidential and secret about the associa-
tions. In the conflict one must not let one’s opponent
know in advance one’s plans or proposed methods, nor
one’s real fighting strength, unless that is so great as
to intimidate one’s opponent. For this reason much
of the work of the associations is conducted secretly.
In some cases, lists of members are not made public
because some of the employers fear that the unions
may single them out and punish them. It also allows
an employer apparently to be friendly to the union,
because he dares not fight it openly, yet to fight it
secretly. Then there are doubtful practices which the
association engaging in them, does not wish to make
public. Illegal activities are of the last sort.” *

#*) Concerning secret work of various employers’ associations
and open-shop organizations, and about secret activities of the
government against the workers, rich material may be found in
the very instructive book by Jay Liovestone, “Government Strike-
Breaker.”” The book is a real text-beok about the industrial and
political events of the last year. Every worker who wants to be
militant on the industrial or political field must read it. The book
is published by the Workers’ Party
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Underground Romance or Bitter Necessity?

The Communists went underground, not from ro-
mantic motives, but out of bitter necessity. The Com-
munist Party of America was organized in 1919, as an
- open party, but brutal persecution drove it under-
ground. The Act of October, 1918, providing for the
expulsion of alien members of organizations which aim
to overthrow the government by force, prepared the
ground for the persecution of Communists. The hear-
ings before the Senate Judiciary Committee of the
Sixty-Sixth Congess gave a good picture of the extent
of the brutal persecutions. A. Mitchell Palmer, the
Daugherty of Wilson, stated in his testimony that in-
structions sent out were: “Particular effort should be
‘made to apprehend all officers of either of these two
(Communist and Communist Labor) parties if they are
aliens.” Palmer had to make the following state-
ment: “The committee has requested that I submit the
statistics upon which the arrests were made through
the cooperation of the Department of Labor and the
Department of Justice. I therefore submit the fol-
lowing:

1) Number of warrants for alien anarchists
issued from July, 1919, to January 1st,

Lol eI 6,328
2) Number of alien anarchist warrants

Servedisame perioci. b L i 4,138
3) Number of alien anarchist warrants can-

eollodi C i o T s e R 2,919
4) Number of alien anarchists ordered de-

Poibed .o v T e 1,119

5) Number of alien anarchists deported
Faithfully yours,
A. Mitchell Palmer.”

Another item of testimony by Palmer before the
Committee of the Civil Appropriations bill for 1921:
“In the latter part of January, 1920, our field reports

Ll

indicate that 52% of our work in the country was in
connection with the so-called radical movement.” On
this occasion he said that 6,396 warrants were issued,
and that the salaries of the Department of Justice men
had been raised $8 per day, and that over 40% of the
yvearly budget of the Department of Justice was spent
in investigation of radicals.

These mass persecutions forced the Communist Party
to organize underground to escape annihilation. The
Communist Party of America was prompted to lead an
underground existence for three years, not by romantic
mystery or secret instructions from Moscow, but rather
by the brutal, vindictive terror of the American gov-
ernment in the service of American capital. The Com-
munists formed underground because they were op-
posed by the most formidable underground organiza-
tion—the Department of Justice.

The reaction increased with the November elections
of 1920, when the conservative wing of the Republican
Party won, and the Harding-Daugherty-Hoover-Taft

.clique captured the administration. The individual

states, making use of the various anti-syndicalist laws,
suppressed the Communist movement everywhere. It
is the worst example of capitalist hypocrisy when the
government makes it legally impossible for the Com-
munists to exist overground, and then turns round and
blames the Communists for going underground.

Neither “Underground Radicalism,” Nor Overground
Opportunism.

However, it is a ridiculous superstition to believe
that a Communist Party must always be underground.
It is not an inherent feature of a Communist Party
to be underground. In France, Germany, England,
Czecho-Slovakia we have Communist Parties with hun-
dreds of thousands of workers in their ranks, quite
openly organized. It is only in the most backward
countries, such as Roumania, Jugo-Slavia, Poland,
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Hungary, Finnland, and in Italy which is plagued with
Fascism, that the brutality of the government has con-
demned the Communist Parties to an underground
existence.

The Communistic underground organization was not
a means for hiding anything from the workers. It only
served as a defense against the government—the
enemy of the workers. The Communists said th@s
clearly and emphatically, as far back as 1922, in their
Labor-Day Manifesto: ‘“The Communists are not a
sinister, secret band of conspirators. Our aim, the
liberation of workers, the abolition of wage slavery,
working class control of industry, and state power, can
only be achieved if the great masses of the workers
stand with us.

“Workers’ rule is only possible when the millions of
workers support the Communist program. It is an es-
sential feature of the Communist program to convince
the majority of the workers of the truth of the ideas
of Communism.

“We do not have a single point in our whole program
which we wish to conceal from the millions of workers.
In the first Communist program ever issued, the found-
ers of scientific Communism, Marx and Engels, long
ago declared: ‘The Communists disdain to conceal
their aims.’

“We have nothing to conceal from the workers. We
once more appeal to the workers to look upon the perse-
cution of the Communists as a matter concerning all
workers as well.

“The Communists are today outlawed because the
capitalists are planning to outlaw the whole working
class. When William Z. Foster was forcibly run out
of Colorado Adjutant-General Hamrock declared that
he did so ‘for the best interests of the State.’ And he
added: ‘No law was consulted.

“The capitalists break their own laws whenever their
interests demand it. If the workers will not defend
their advance guard, the persecuted Communists, then

i

the workers will have to get ready to have the whole
working class face the same declaration from the Ham-
rocks, Hardings, Daughertys, Pershings—that the or-
ganized workers must be crushed ‘for the best inter-
ests of the State’—and in this instance also ‘no law
will be consulted.’ ”

The opponents of the Communists (and even Com-
munists, sometimes) forget that the important thing
is the class-struggle, and not the form of organization.
The theses of the Third World Congress of the Com-
munist International on organizational structure of
Communist Parties, say very definitely: “There can
be no absolute, unchangeable form of organization for
Communist Parties. The conditions of the Proletarian
class-struggle are subject to a continuous process of
change, and the organization of the vanguard of the
working class should also continuously seek the proper
form, according to these changes.” The conditions of
the class-struggle made it absolutely necessary for the
Communists to exist as an underground organization
during the years 1920—1922. But the change in con-
ditions has made it possible, and therefore necessary,
for the Communist Party to be dissolved as an under-
ground organization. This was done in April, 1928.
Today we no longer have an underground Communist
Party in the United States. We only have the Com-
munistic Workers’ Party which fights openly for Com-
munist principles. The Communists have dissolved the
underground organization not because they are any less
romantic now than in 1920, but because the conditions
of the political struggle have greatly changed.
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CHAPTER IIL
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT FROM 1920 TO 1923.

Two economic causes have produced a profound
change in the political situation: 1. The industrial
crisis which began in the middle of 1920. 2. The agri-
cultural crisis.

The industrial crisis caused wide-spread unemploy-
ment and a general offensive of capitalists against
workers. The laboring masses were becoming more
radical.

The bankruptcy of the farmers became general in
the post-war years, and made the farmer-masses po-
litically more radical.

In other words, the class-struggle became more
acute all along the line. On the one hand, farmers
against capitalists and on the other, workers against
bosses.

Farmers Versus Capitalists.

We will consider first of all the class-struggle within
the bourgeoisie. . The class-struggle between capitalists
and farmers has weakened the forces of the bourgeoisie
in their fight against the workers, and of -course, also
against the Communists. The more and more rebel-
lious farmers hate the capitalists, and are entirely dis-
satisfied with the present Republican administration.

There are even Communists who think that the bour-
geoisie is a unified reactionary mass, entirely con-
solidated against the working class. Of course, this is
a great error. The working farmers, the tenant farm-
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ers, the mortgage-farmers, even those who have pri-
vate property, have class-interests altogether different
from those of the capitalists.

Wherever the working farmers turn, they always
find the capitalists as their economic exploiters in one
way or another. There are the meat-packers, the
mighty railroad systems, the milk trusts, the grain
gamblers and cotton brokers, and the thousands of
branches of the big banks. All that the farmer pro-
duces goes through the hands of the capitalist. All
that he buys, he must buy from the capitalist. And
the great extent of trustification during and after the
war has made the monopoly of capital more unbear-
able. The monopoly of big capitalists became a mo-
nopoly of the biggest capitalists. There has not been
as yet any period in American history in which the
farmers have realized their dependence upon the cap-
italists more clearly than now. And never have the
farmers rebelled as violently as now.

This rebellion assumed various forms. 1. More and
more farmers abandoned their farms, to flock to the
cities. In the last year there has been a real mass-
flight of the bankrupt farmers from the ruined farms.
The number of persons engaged in agriculture de-
creased from 12,386,000 in 1910, to 10,659,00 in
1920, according to the census of occupations, that
is, within ten years, the decrease was 1,727,000.
In 1922—according to the Department of Agri-
culture—two million persons left the farms for the
cities. During this time some 880,000 individuals
went from the cities to the farms. Therefore, the net
decrease in a single year has been not less than
1,120,000. 2. The farmers attempt to organize co-
operatives against the trusts and monopolies of middle-
men. 3. They are organizing in various ways for the
political struggle. The Non-Partisan League, the Agri-
cultural Block in Congress, the La Follette group, the
Insurgent Democrats, are but various political expres-
sions of the farmers’ rebellion, 4. Greater and greater
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sections of the farmers realize that only an alliance
with the workers against the common enemy, the ca-
pitalist class, can save them.

The political rebellion of the farmer robs the ruling
class of its greatest reserve, the support of the thirty-
one millions of the agricultural population. The eco-
nomically exploited and politically oppressed farmers
today want a radical democratization of government,
administration, Congress, courts. The question of the
primaries, the abolition of the rule of the supreme
court, the elimination of the committee system in
Congress, the guarantee of free speech and assemblage,
play an ever greater role in political life. This opposi-
tion of the farmer-masses at present, makes it much
more difficult to persecute Communists, than during
the patriotic hurrah-psychology of the war and post-
war period. La Follette and Borah are not any heroes.
But in demanding political democracy for the farmers
and the lower middle-class, they are also forced to
take a stand for the liberation of the Communist and
1. W. W. political prisoners, and against discriminatory
Syndicalist laws.

The result of this class-struggle between capitalists
and farmers is, that to-day, in 1923, the reactionary
administration of Harding no longer has the un-
animous backing of public opinion, to the extent that
the reactionary Wilson administration had in 1920.

Can We Utilize the Ceonflicts within Capitalist Society ?

There are Communists who believe that we lose our
revolutionary virginity when we take advantage of the
class-divisions within the bourgeoisie. They believe
that the only way to wage the class struggle, is to con-
sider capitalistic society as one solid reactionary camp
which always confronts the workers in a closed phal-
anx. But this is pure nonsense, and not revolutionary
Marxism. Marxists have always asserted that the
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various divisions and conflicts within capitalistic so-
ciety, must be used to the best advantage of the work-
ing class.

Ferdinand Lassalle, the famous German Socialist,
once said that the bourgeoisie is a single reactionary
mass. But it was Karl Marx who protested and polem-
ized against this unscientific and superficial assertion.
It was Karl Marx who pointed out in “Capital” that
the utilization of the class struggle between industrial
capital and big land owners in the forties, procured
the important social concession of the ten-hour day
for the English workers.

From Marx to Lenin, every real Marxist has prac-
tised the tactic of analyzing the various class-divisions
within capitalistic society, and exploiting the class-
conflicts within the ruling class, for the benefit of the
working class. The tactic of Lenin during the entire
Russian revolution, is a masterly application of this
tactic. The whole Russian revolution from the inter-
nal political point of view, is but a proletarian utiliza-
tion of the class-conflicts between the peasants on the
one hand, and the big landowners and big capitalists
on the other. Lenin’s tactic was—alliance of workers
with poor peasants, neutralization of the wealthy
peasants, struggle against the big landowners and cap-
italists.

The main difference between Bolsheviks and Men-
sheviks was exactly this question of the utilization of
the conflicts among the various classes. The Mensheviks
claimed: “It is a middle-class revolution, and therefore
the working class should ally itself with the capitalists
against the feudal land owners.” The Bolsheviks said:
“This is a proletarian revolution, and therefore the
right tactic is an alliance between workers and peasants
against big capital and big land owners.” From the
point of view of foreign politics, Lenin’s entire tactic
is again but a utilization of the differences among
various capitalist imperialisms, for the benefit of the
proletarian republic. The Peace of Brest-Litovsk was
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but a utilization of the imperialism of Germany against
the imperialism of the Allies. The commercial treaty
with FEngland was but using British imperialism
against French finance-capital. The Treaty of Rap-
pallo with Germany was but an attempt to play up
Stinnes against Loucheur. The Sinclair Oil Concession
in Sakhalien, is but a move to set American capitalism
over against Japanese imperialism.

Workers and Bosses.

We will now consider the rebellion of the laboring
masses. From the middle of 1920, until the summer
of 1922, the American workers tolerated the offensive
of the capitalists. But, with the beginning of prosper-
ity and the decrease in unemployment, the workers
started a defensive struggle. Three examples are
characteristic of this. During the depression, the tex-
tile workers accepted without the slightest attempt
at resistance a wage-decrease of 20% in 1921, and then
a decrease of 22% together with an increase in hours,
from 48 to 54 per week in January, 1922. The United
Mine Workers tolerated a wage decrease of 30% for
unorganized miners, and thereby made it possible for
the bosses to launch an offensive in April, 1922, for
decreasing the wages of the organized miners and put-
ting an end to the closed shop. In 1921, the railroad
union leaders accepted a wage-decrease with the de-
claration, “We cannot fight against the government.”

But in the summer of 1922—a totally different pic-
ture. The textile workers, the miners and the railroad
workers—not less than a million strong—simultan-
eously enter into a defensive struggle against capital.
Never in the history of the American labor movement
have such tremendeous masses struck at once, for so
long a time, and with so militant a spirit.

The solidarity of the working class was greatly
strengthened by the ecapitalist offensive and the
Daugherty injunction. Just the main symptoms of
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this growing solidarity: 1. The growing Labor Party
movement. 2. The extraordinary growth of the amal-
gamation movement of the Trade Union Educational
League. 3. The idea of the general strike, which spon-
taneously swept along hundreds of trade unions, during
the struggles of the summer.

Farmers and Workers Protect the Communists.

The rebellion of the farmers and the revolt of the
workers turned the elections of November 7, 1922, into
a disastrous defeat for the Harding administration.
On the one hand, the Democrats as the official opposi-
tion Party made great gains, and on the other hand,
the so-called progressive and radical elements within
the ruling Republican Party were greatly streng-
thened.

The embitterment of the farmers and workers was
still flowing in false channels, but the political field
was being irrigated nevertheless. The embittered
hostile sentiment of the farmers and workers today
forms the best protection for all militant elements of
the labor-movement, and is today the best defense for
the Communists. In the year 1920, the government
could annihilate the Communist Party—6390 members
of the Communist Party were arrested. The persecu-
tion affected the whole rank and file. In 1922, how-
ever, the persecution affected only the leaders, War-
rants were issued only against seventy-six leading
Communists.

Tn 1920 all Communist trials without exception ended
in conviction. In the trials against Ruthenberg, Git-
low, Jim Larkin, Winitzky, Ferguson, a jury of twelve
brought in a unanimous verdict of guilty five times.
In 1928, in the Foster trial, only six of the farmer-
jury were for conviction, while six were for acquittal.
In 1920 the Communists had to go underground in face
of the persecutions of the capitalist government, be-
cause the farmer-masses were silent, because the work-
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ing class was apathetic, and because the Communists
were absolutely isolated within the working class. In
1928 the Communists have been able to dissolve the
underground organization because the farmer-masses
are in political rebellion and are seeking an alliance
with the workers, while the working class itself is once
more struggling, and looks with growing sympathy
upon the Communists.

In 1920 it would not have been “statesmanlike wis-
dom” for the Communists not to organize underground.
It would have been a miscomprehension of the most
elementary revolutionary duties, for the Communists

thus to reject the only possibility for propagating the .

Communist idea. In 1923, on the contrary, it would
have been no “revolutionary radicalism,” but rather
naive sectarianism if the Communists had continued
to remain underground, thereby reducing the possibil-
ities of propagating the Communist idea.

Many honest workers in the trade unions or in the
Socialist Party (and even Communists) have not
realized that the vanguard of the working class had to
organize underground in 1920, because that was de-
manded by the conditions of the proletarian -class
struggle of that time. And many Socialists (and even
Communists) believe that it is an inconsistency when
the vanguard of the working class in 1928 dissolves its
underground organization because the conditions of
the class struggle have changed.

No one can guarantee that in a later situation
an eventual strengthening of the capitalist reaction
will not again drive the Communists underground. It
would be a revolutionary duty for Communists once
more to go underground, to continue the fight for the
working class.

A revolutionary Party never has absolute guarantees
against persecution by the ruling class. Even
today, Communists are being persecuted and impris-
oned in the United States as in all countries of Europe.
But, through political analysis, it is possible to deter-
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mine the approximate limits of the persecution. And it
is our duty to be elastic, and always to choose quickly
that form of organization which is possible and useful,
under given concrete conditions of the class struggle.
The political analysis of the present situation shows
us the following factors determining the persecution
of Communists in the United States: 1. The question
whether the class struggle between capitalists and
farmers is or is not becoming more acute, The sharp-
ening or moderation of the struggle depends on
whether the industrial prosperity will be of long dura-
tion, whether the farmers will be able to transform
their economic dissatisfatcion into political action, and
lastly, also on the general world-situation. 2. The sec-
ond factor is the struggle of the working class. If the
workers are apathetic, the Communists can be disorgan-
ized. If the working class struggles, the Communists
can and will be persecuted it is true, but every persecu-
tion will only strengthen the sympathies of the work-
ers for the Communists, and thereby strengthen the
Communists themselves. 8. The third factor is the
revolutionary Party itself. The Workers’ Party must
organize so that it can send deep roots into the work-
ing class. The purely geographical party-units are not
enough. The Party must be anchored directly in the
industries—through shop, trade, and trade-union
branches. Furthermore, the Party must absorb broad
sections of American-born workers, and not only
foreign-born workers. Not only is this a political neces-
sity, but it is the best guarantee against the destruc-
tion of the Party through wholesale deportation as in
the year 1920. And last but not least, a good guaran-
tee against disorganization of the Party is a systematic
education which would destroy the prejudices against
either underground or overground forms of organiza-
tion. Communists must have elasticity, and should be
neither confirmed adherents in principle, of “under-
groﬂgnd radicalism,” or of overground opportunism.
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CHAPTER 1V.
THE LABOR SPY.

The Lie-Factory.

he Socialist Party does not want to struggle at all;
It Tknows that the united front with t]gle Workers
Party will force it to struggle. For‘thls reason, it
seeks various pretexts to reject the umted front. One
such pretext was that the Communists were under-
ground. Now the Communists are no longer under-
ground, and therefore the Socialist Party seeks_ new
pretexts, its latest one being that there are spies in
fhe Communist movement. 1t can no longer ride th_e
hobby-horse of the underground, and consequently it
is manufacturing a new hobby-horse—the undercover
men. i
The Socialist Party speaks against the Harding
administration in polite and careful language. The
Qocialist Party has no word of criticism aga.lnst the
betrayal by the Gompers clique. But against the
Workers’ Party, the New York Call uses the most
shameless language. Only a few examples:

The N. Y. Call writes on April 6, 1923: \

“One objection we have to that dictatorship Whlgh
our terrible local revolutionaries want, is that their
dictation in the local unions cannot be differentiated
from that attempted by Burns’ agents.”

N. Y. Call of April 7, 1923: _

“The Department of Justice and the Burns Detective
Agency understand this and for that reason both have
played parts in directing and stimulating the Com-
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munist movement in the United States. The French
and other governments in Europe used to send their
agents into the organizations of the force Anarchists
for the same purpose. Communism is unwittingly
first aid to capitalist reaction. But it can only be
deflated by organizations of the working class exposing
its insane activities and having nothing to do with its
abortive ideas.”

N. Y. Call of April 13, 1923:

“The Workers’ Party continues to yawp for the
“united front.” Day by day and in every way this yelp
splits the air. Why call for it when this “party” al-
ready has it? A mountain of evidence shows that it
has a “united front” led by agents of the Department
of Justice.”

N. Y. Call of April 19, 1923:

“Many of us who are in touch with the Communist
movement in this country.—R. M. Whitney, director
of the American Defense Society. We thought that
agents of the Department of Justice alone were direct-
ing this party, but we may be mistaken.”

The calumniators who write in the N. Y. Call, know
of course that with every word they utter, they are
slapping truth in the face. We know well enough that,
at times, spies make their appearance in the Commun-
ist movement. Stool-pigeons and detectives sometimes
manage to win the confidence of honest workers. It
is obvious that we must take every possible precaution
against spies. But no one need despair about these un-
welcome guests. In the Russian Bolshevik Party there
was even a spy of the Czarist government in the
Central Executive Committee, and yet the underground
Bplsheviki were able to carry on remarkable revolu-
tionary work. It is a generally known fact that every
revolutionary movement contains spies. But is is ri-
d_iculous to believe that only an underground organiza-
tion has them. And it is a deliberate lie to say that
only Communists have undercover men in their ranks.
The labor-spy is a general institution in the United



States, and we can emphatically say that not a single
labor organization is so wary about spies, and has so
few agents in its ranks, as the organization of the
Communists.

Industrial Spying—A Large Industry.

Every active participant in the labor movement in
America knows that all labor organizations are infested
with spies of the Department of Justice, and with un-
dercover men of the various detective agencies. The
problem of the labor spy has a literature of its own.
We wish to mention here a few facts presented in the
pamphlet issued by the New Republic: “The Labor Spy,
A Survey of Industrial Espionage,” by Sidney Howard.
In the introduction, the editors of the New Republic
affirm: “That, the practice of industrial espionage is
national in scope... Industrial spying is a large in-
dustry... It seems to have become something of a
factor in American industry as a whole.”

Robert W. Dunne says in the American Labor Year
Book, 1921-22: “The espionage industry, like the ad-
vertising industry, has grown exceedingly in the past
two decades. It has kept pace with progress in other
lines of industry. Today it constitutes an industry in
itself, with tens of thousands of employees, and fairly
adequate profits for the employers. It is part and
parcel of the economic system.” (The N. Y. Call must
know this book very well, for it writes about it as fol-
lows: “A veritable mine of useful information of the
Socialist and labor movement throughout the world.”
But of course, everything which cannot be used as
slander against the Communists, is wuseless for the
N. Y. Call.)

The “invisible service,” as the spy system was once
called by the greatest detective agency, is nowhere in
the world so large and mighty as here. The remark-
able investigation of the Interchurch World Movement
on the Steel Strike of 1919, says, concerning this: “No
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other country in the world has such large, wide-spread,
well-financed, strike-breaking corporations, making
money out of ‘labor trouble’ as America. Their exist-
ence is an integral part of the industrial corporations
policy of ‘Not dealing with labor unions.’”

The labor-spy is the greatest pest of all trade-unions.
Sidney Howard states is his survey: “The labor press
of the last few years is filled with the records of spies
discovered in unions and expelled from them. This is
any part of the country where industry thrives. A
chief of the Railroad Brotherhoods says that he has
not often known: ‘A unit large enough to be called a
meeting and small enough to exclude a spy.’”

Often it is possible for the agents to capture entire
trade unions. “In December, ten important officials of
the labor unions of Akron, Ohio, were exposed as con-
fessed and convicted spies.”

Mr. Coach of Cleveland, leading industrial detective
said, according to information of Sidney Howard, “’I
own every union in this town,” which is to say that he
controls the union executives.” The president of the
Ray Detective Agency of Boston made the statement
that ‘“the president, secretary, and treasurer of the
local ice men’s union were, until quite recently, all the
employees of his agency.”

The Sherman Service, Inc., the largest detective
agency of this country published a book in 1917, telling
all about its undercover activities. The book was too
frank, and was therefore withdrawn. The boock tells
the following: “Our operatives have obtained positions
of influence in the union, so that they can easily in-
fluence the affairs within the organization in the
proper direction for the welfare of the client... We
had been successful in splitting the union into three
factions... Our operatives were successful in being
able to take over virtually the entire management of
the. . .union.”
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The American Labor Year Book, issued undex:‘ the
auspices of the Socialist Ranq Scl}ool, states: “The
earliest records of labor unions in this country are full
of stories of spies sent into the unions and into the
shops to bear tales to the emp!oiyer that would help
him to weaken or defeat the union.” L !

The history of every strike in America 18 likewise
a history of undercover men. An outstandl_ng example
of this is the history of the great steel strike of 1919.
The investigation by the Interchurch World Movemqnt
says concerning the role of the Department of Justice
in the Steel strike: “During the war a number of able
patriotic citizens, lawyers, ete., as officers in the army
or as Federal officials under the Departme_nt .of Justice,
became acquainted with this widespread intimate con-
nection between ‘undercover’ systerqs and Federal
authorities and became seriously disquieted, partly be-
cause of the possibility that, in such a system, govern-
mental power might be put at the mercy of mercenary
and interested men, or might lead to the flagrant mis-
use of such influence in behalf of private ends. Slpce
the armistice several of these ex-officials .h_ave publicly
criticized the whole system, without visible reform
resulting. During the steel strike the same system,
a year after the armistice, was worked hard. Th‘.‘e un-
doubted existence of a fractional percentage of_ alien
radicals” was capitalized, with Government assistance,
in order to disorganize bodies of strikers whose loyalty
was of unquestionable legal standing.” L

The spy system of the Department of Justice 1s not
abolished, but on the contrary, is being contmua_lly
extended. The budget of the Department of Justice
was $12,500,000 in 1921. In 1922, it was $15,500,000,
and for 1923, not less than $18,364,000.”” (Annual Re-
port of the Secretary of the Treasury on the State of
the Finances for the first fiscal year ended June 30,

1922.
The)a notorious Daugherty Injunction of the Summer
of 1922, was issued on the basis of not less than 17,000
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affidavits which the Department of Justice produced
with the help of its army of undercover men.

Private spies work hand in hand with government
spies. The report of the investigation of the steel
strike says: “Two extensive labor-detective strike-
breaking corporations, with offices in a dozen cities,
had a hand in fighting the steel strike. .. The manager
of the detective strike-breaking corporation, when in-
terviewed, spoke fairly freely of his concern’s views
and activities. He had over five hundred “operatives”
at work in the steel strike. Some of his operatives
had been injected into the steel plants a year before.
Many of his operatives had become officers of labor
unions. He said that there was on the National Strike
Committee a labor leader who took his money.”

The labor-spy is found wherever there are militant
workers, and wherever rebellious farmers organize.
The “Non-Partisan Leader” exposed a spy once in the
Non-Partisan League organization in Nebraska. The
Socialist Party is today very proud that it has no spies.
It would be very natural if the government had no
spies in the Socialist Party, because the Socialist Party
is no longer a militant organization. But the Socialist
Party has spies nevertheless. The agreeable Morrow
(K 97), the star witness in the Michigan trial
against the Communists, was formerly member of the
Socialist Party. Spolansky, the notorious special in-
vestigator for the Department of Justice, was also a
member of the Socialist Party. Wolfe Lindenfeld, the
hero of the Wall Street bomb affair, was also a member
of the Socialist Party. Albert Bailin was a spy in the
I. W. W., in the A. F. of L., the Socialist and the Com-
munist Parties, the Chicago Fabian Club and the Non-
Partisan League. Only professional slanderers such
as the N. Y. Call and the Jewish Forward can assert
that to have spies, is a Communist privilege. The in-
vestigation by the Interchurch World Movement says
very clearly, “The ‘operatives’ make money by detect-
ing ‘unionism’ one day, and ‘bolshevism’ the next.”
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CHAPTER V.

THE SOCIALIST PARTY—TWO WINGS
WITHOUT A BODY

Why is the Socialist Party not Militant?

Scott Nearing, one of the leaders of the Socialist
Party, made a statement: The Socialist Party belongs
to the past and the future belongs to the Workers’
Party.

The Socialist Party had 104,822 members in 1919,
In July, 1921, it had 5781 members.

The Socialist Party as an organization has col-
lapsed. -

The Socialist Party had a revolutionary ideology
until the Indianapolis convention of 1912, but then the
famous Article 2, Section VI, against direct aection
was adopted.

The Socialist Party as the bearer of a revolutionary
ideology has collapsed.

At present the Socialist Party resolves itself into
only two factors: First, Morris Hillquit, Vietor Ber-
ger and their gang of leaders. Second, a revoluy-
tionary sentiment represented by Rugene Debs, and
a fine culture represented by Scott Nearing.

Morris Hillquit, Victor Berger and their gang of
leaders have the Party machinery completely in their
power. The revolutionary sentiment which Eugene
Debs can evoke from the masses ig being shamelessly
exploited by them. That craving of the worker for
knowledge which Scott Nearing satisfies through his
lectures and books, is being converted by the Socialist
Party into nickels and dimes of vulgarity.

The Socialist Party is no real party. It has neither
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an organization, nor masses, nor an ideology, nor a
program, nor any campaigns or actions.

There is not a single question on which the Socialist

Party as a whole has any opinion. On every actua
question concerning the labor movement, .th_e Socialist
Party always has two opinions—the opinion of the
right wing, and that of the left wing.

What is the right wing of the Qocialist Party? 11:

is something definite that one can actually put his
hands on. It consists of half a dozen leaders and a
few scores of their henchmen. It is a petty Tammany
Hall.
What does the left wing consist of? It has no o¥-
ganization at all. Tt consists only of a vague sent-
iment. And it may be a paradox, but true ne\{erthe-
less, that if the docialist Party at present still has
any successes, it is not due to the petty Tammany
Hall of Morris Hillquit and Victor Berger, but to that
vague revolutionary sentiment expressed by the vet-
eran fighter, Eugene Debs. .

The petty Tammany Hall of Hillquit and Berger
is clumsy, helpless, and has until now br_o-ugh_t only
failure for the Socialist Party. Morris Hillquit may
ridicule and jeer at the ‘tjdealist” Debs, but he him-
self, instead of exercising the tactics and s_trategy
of a realistic political leader, has simply practised the
tricks and deceptions of an average lawyer. Hillquit,
as «wepresentative of the Socialist Party’s Tammany
Hall at the Cleveland Labor Party Conference, has
completely destroyed the confidence of the masses
in the Socialist Party. But Eugene Debs, without an
organization, and without a press, but simply with a
few meetings, was able to capture 40,000 votes for
the Socialist candidate for Mayor in Chicago.

If a warrant should be issued against the Socialist
Party as a whole, it would not be found anywhere.
Only the right wing or the left wing would be found.
But only against the left wing would the wavrrant take
offect. For, Morris Hillquit somehow knows how to
£all sick at the right moment, while it is Eugene Debs
who marches to prison.

Wi

A House Divided Against Itself

The working class of America is facing great strug-
gles. It must protect itself against the open shop
drive of the capitalists, against the political persecu-
tlop_of the capitalist government, Only through the
unification of all the forces of the labor movement
can a successful defensive be carrvied on. What is the
position of the Socialist Party? Eugene Debs and
cht‘g Nearing are for the united front. But the
official Socialist Party and its whole press are against
the united front with the revolutionary Workers’
Party.

The labor unions are losing one strike after an-
pther. The masses of unskilled workers are unorgan-
ized. The form of the craft unions is antiquated.
Debs is for industrial unions, and endorses the amal-
gamation campaign of the Trade Union Educational
League. But the official Socialist Party supports the
American Federation of Labor bureaucracy against
?malgamat_lo’{l ar;d against the ‘“dangerous boring
Lreogguglthm policy of the Trade Union Educational

The official Socialist Party has only hatre -
lt\gg}}:;cg afo‘r ’]c)hei) Clc;mmunists on tria}i at Si(:i. ailgsggﬁ

n. Debs, however, declar i idari ith
thsr 1pers;fcutedl revolutionaries. it s
1e official Socialist Party organizes a systemati
and .shameless pampaig'n of slander againgt Sogfelsi
Russia, an@ against the Bolsheviki. The basest lies
of the capitalist press and of Czarist hirelings Iare
good enpugh_for the New York Call and the Forward
to reprint, in defense of the counter-revolutionary
clerlgals. Debs, on the contrary, expresses his en-
thumasn_l‘f_or Soviet Russia, and says openly that the
world will in the future erect monuments for thé Bol-
;I;gzégtlé vtvlllnle t%ehrané{ and file of the Socialist Party
1 rough hundreds - in ‘
lca]ljjskr)n of dEche Socialist Parggf. MR
_ Debs and every self-respecting workeyr i i
ist Party is for the formation o% an inde]g)lélng}éfxtsc(:)lca?sl:
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i it debates with Keating publicly. _
gﬂiggit for a Labor Party, anc_1 Keating agaué]ii‘:3 ! ‘%}ilg
e e eyt e e
Battle of Giants.” 1In reali s
ut loudly, but did no
by two clowns. The slaps rang 01f1 o et s
. And everyone had the feeling illg
ggltficd jusfc1 as skillfully and with as muchf coq;nctig(r)ll:
have spoken against the Labor Party as for it.
after all, the clown Hillquit is a lawyer. ! w
Debs always speaks openls}r) agaérésgt St v?r'hgo?n‘ il
and treacherous trade union burea | 'keé o
f 1922, betrayed the great strikes.
ilflfr?g?aﬁrsgcialist Party and its entive press ?ad not a
word of eriticism against the open betgt;:aya L
The official Socialislt% P.artyMango ﬁa?d \1; Sl
thusiastically defended Ramsay MacDo ‘
gﬁ‘ésﬁfpgfd 3;vith royalty in fancy bal-l—co‘stumeé dB_1111t
the rank and file of the Sociaihstt;: P(aitrty protested in-
inst this cynical stand. w
mgll‘lﬁgl tggﬁf awing of the Social})stﬂf’agty. ;lsl 8135111;1;1%%
2 e Socl e
lower and lower., In the_ye_ar 1920, . ]
: i ; the Comunist Inter
sent a request for affiliation to St e
national. In 1922, the Spc1ahst arty joir b
nal. In May, 1923, the
Second-and-a-Half Internationa May, .
iali i i bt join the Secon
Socialist Party will Wlthgut a dqu )il
t tional. But against t].'.ns_ officia )
}:Egerﬁaftmf;iing within the Socialist Party pro-te_zsé:g
and demands the impossible—that the uni e
Second and Second-and-a-Half Inte_rna.tlonals Ehou
admit only such parties as reject @h_e Bu;'l%-
frieden” policy of truce with the bourgeoisie. Ir'lc‘ &
May convention of the S-o-cial}ilst Par?}rl,_ txggelé?;gllqu ions
i osed to each other on this S |
nguséc}?ni(i ?:Egoigage of the Socialist Party on evlerf%;
question in the labor movement—a right wing, a le
wing, but no body.
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Peddling the Drug of Anti-Bolshevism

The Socialist Party is at present in a tragic situa-
tion. The Socialist Party was at one time the political
expression of the revolutionary, semi-skilled and un-
skilled workers of the East Side. The expulsion of
the left wing in 1919 by the Tammany Hall of Hill-
quit, meant that the Socialist Party threw out the
revolutionary workers. The Socialist Party no longer
possesses the confidence of the semi-skilled or un-
skilled workers of the East Side, The Workers’ Party
hag fallen heir to this confidence,

The leadership of the Socialist Party sees with con-
sternation these masses who once supported them,
now going over to the Workers’ Party. The Socialist
Party leaders are therefore now seeking a new basis,
namely, the support of the American labor aristocracy.

The ideal of the Socialist Party leaders to-day is the
German Social Democracy. They desire a large mass
party. A party which compromises with the bour-
geoisie. A party whose only activities are election cam-
pbaigns and the capturing of Congressional seats. A
barty which has deep roots in the trade unions. A
party of the labor aristocracy. That is the dream of
Hillquit, Victor Berger, and Oneal. But they ecan
never reach this ideal. They are like the child which
runs towards the rainbow, and in the end breaks down
from fatigue. They are running towards the rain-
bow of Scheidemannism, but they will never reach it.
Hillquit will never be Sheidemann, Vietor Berger
will never be Fritz Ebert. Oneal will never bhe
Kautsky. All the material conditions are lacking for
the realization of this dream.

The German Social Democracy is deeply rooted in
the trade unions. The Social Democrats were the
founders of the trade unions in Germany. A personal
union exists between the Social Democratic party-
bureaucracy and the trade union bureaucracy. The
American Socialist Party has an' entirely different
tradition. It has been outside the trade union move-
ment. It has been an advocate of dual unionism. The
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Qocialist Party contains on the one hand an element of
workers who have become petty bourgeois, and on the
other hand some foreign-born workers with a revolu-
tionary inclination.

But it has no elements of the native-born, Amer-
ican, English-speaking labor aristocracy.

The political and social situation has made it pos-
sible in Germany for the Social Democratic leaders
as ministers or deputies to sell out the workers to the
bourgeoisie. Naturally, the German Social Democracy
had to win the confidence of the masses, through
years of organization and political work before it
could perpetrate this historical betrayal. In the
United States to-day every possibility is lacking for
a working class party to capture the presidency or
positions in the Cabinet. And it is of course ridiculous
for a party of workers which is striving to win the
confidence of the masses to start off with compro-
mise and betrayal. The German Social Democratic
Party was already a mighty mass party when it com-
pletely betrayed the masses, whereas the American
Socialisty Party wants to become a mass party by
means of selling out and betraying the masses.

The Socialist Party has lost, as a basis, the revolu-
tionary, unskilled and foreign-born workers. It can-
riot win over as a basis the American labor aristecracy
because all the necessary historical conditions to make
that possible are lacking. Therefore, the leaders of
the right wing have tuvned a somersault, and are now
trying to gain the confidence of the trade union
bureaucracy.

The whole official policy of the Socialist Party 1is
but a desperate effort for gaining the favor of the
conservative trade union bureaucracy. In order to
win over Johnston, the Socialist Party has sabotaged
the formation of a Labor Party. In order to win a
friendly smile from Gompers, the Socialist Party be-
trays the idea of amalgamation. In order to sit at
the same table with the bureaucracy of the American
Federation of Labor, the Socialist Party has trans-
formed its whole press into a lie-factory against
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CHAPTER VL

UNITED FRONT, BUT SEPERATE
ORGANIZATIONS.

he right wing of the Socialist Party does n,ot want
toThear %f a ungited front with the Workers’ Party.
The left wing, on the contrary, says that tl_le United
Front should be realized through amalgamation of the
Socialist Party with the Work‘e-r_s"j Party. Kugene
Debs has often made such declarations. Scott Nearing
lectures on this theme. Upton Sinclair wrote an ar-
ticle for ‘“The Worker,” in which he says that we
must have amalgamation, not only on the industrial
field, but also on the political field. He declares that
the Communists are bad boys because they have spht
the Socialist Party, instead of making it more radical
by “boring from within.” Finally, he charges that

the Workers Party wants the United Front merely

to “show up”’ the Socialist Party.

Distinctions between Political Parties
and Trade Unions.

Upton Sinclair wishes, not only the amalgamation
of craft unions into industrial unions, but to mgke a
hodge-podge on the political field, by amalgamation of
the Socialist Party with the Workers Party.

Debs, Nearing, and Sinclair, and all other_ad_vocgztes
of this proposition, do not see the great distinctions
between trade unions and political parties. ]

The unions are organizations of the masses, built up
to defend the elementary interests of the workers.
They seek higher salaries, shorter hours of labor, and
better conditions of work. Every worker, whether
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reformist or revolutionary, Socialist or Communist,
religious or atheist, can find a place in the same trade
union, because all these political or ideological differ-
ences will not prevent them from fighting in common
against the bosses, for a 20% increase in wages, or
against the open shop.

But a political party has entirely different aims.
If it is really a revolutionary working class party, it
has a program for all phases of social life. A pro-
gram, not only against the individual bosses, and
trusts, but against the state power., A program for
the transformation of the whole economic system.
A program on the questions of family, marriage, re-
ligion, education. A political party is sound only when
it has members who accept its entire political, eco-
nomical and social program. Furthermore, members
who are unified, not only on the program, but also
on the methods of carrying it out—on tactics.

Distinctions Between Communists and Socialists

How could the Socialists and Communists form a
common party to-day? ;

The Communists believe that we live in the age of
the decadence of Capitalism. The adherents of the
Second and Second-and-a-Half Internationals believe
that capitalism can reconstruct itself.

The Communists believe that imperialism is a neces-
sary phase in the development of capitalism. The
Socialists believe that imperialism is only an accident
and a misunderstanding, and that the ecapitalists
could, with a little insight, prevent the dangers of
imperialistic wars.

The Communists believe that the present world-
crisis of capitalism must be taken advantage of, and
that the working class must be led to victory, through
the elimination of the capitalists, and the establich-
ment of the dictatorship of the proletariat. The So-
cialists believe that the working class is not ripe for
rule, and that a coalition government must be formed
with the bourgeoigie.

The Communists believe that the ruling class has
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never in all history abdicated voluntarily, and that it
is necessary to explain to the workers the role of force
in history. The Socialists believe in pacifism, and in
the allmightiness of the ballot.

The Communists believe that when the workers are
once in power, they must destroy the form of the
capitalist state government, and must costruct a new
proletarian form of government—the Soviets. |

The Communists believe that the trade unions
should be militant organs, and should help the work-
ers to live as human beings. The Socialist and trade
union leaders allied with them, avoid every jflght and
helplessly tolerate the open-shop and Fascism.

The Communists believe that the labor movement
can be healthy only when the impotent, senile and
corrupt leaders are cast aside. The Socialists ally
themselves with Gompers and with all treacherous
$25,000 a year labor leaders.

The Communists propose the United Front for all
labor organizations against capitalists. The Socialist
Victor Berger allies himself in Wisconsin with middle-
class politicians, just as Scheidemann wag minister of
the Kaiser, just as Branting was minister of the King
of Sweden, Vandervelde, minister of the King of Bel-
gium, and the British labor leaders ministers to his
British majesty.

Communists and Socialists—fire and water, revo-
lution and opportunism, struggle and betrayal.

How can Eugene Debs or Upton Sinclair for a mo-
ment imagine that these two elements can live in the
same party-organization?

Communist and Socialist workers can be together
in one and the wame trade union, because the task of
the trade union is only a struggle for wages and hours
of work. But Communists and Socialists can just as
little be together in the same party-organization, as
workers who are convinced that they should have
higher wages and shorter hours of work, can be to-
gether in the same trade unions with workers who
think that it is useless for them to have higher wages
and shorter hours of work. ‘

WA

United Front—For Concrete Actions,

If that is all true, how can Communists and Social-
ists find a place in the same Labor Party? Wle believe
it is possible to give a clear answer to this question.
The Labor Party, as the classical example in England
shows, is an organization which includes the trade
unions and various political parties, in such a way,
that every one of these parties retains its independ-
ence in ideology, propaganda, and organization. The
Labor Party has a certain program of action. All mem-
bers of this Labor Party are bound to fight for this
program of action, but they have the right to agitate
for their separate programs. They have the right to
work on, for the enlargement of their separate party
organization. And that which is true for the Labor
Party is twue for the whole United Front idea. We
want the United Front with the Socialist Party, and
with all labor organizations for quite concrete tasks.
We have proposed the United Front, not for the whole
revolutionary program of the Workers’ Party, but on
the following concrete slogans: 1. Amalgamation of
the craft unions into industrial unions. 2. Protection
of foreign-born workers. 3. The struggle for an In-
ternationa! labor movement. 4. Recognition of Soviet
Russia. 5. The removal of governmental obstacles.
6. A Labor Party. ‘

All these slogans are not in contradiction to the
program of the Socialist Party, if the Socialist Party
really wishes to fight in the interests of the workers.
They are not specifically revolutionary points of the
Communist and proletarian revolution, They are
merely demands which can be accepted by all who wish
to fight at least for the immediate interests of the
wovkers.

The amalgamation of the Workers’ Party with the
Socialist Party that Upton Sinclair proposes, is im-
possible because the difference in program and tactics
are too great. The formation of the Labor Party or
the formation of the United Front is possible because
there are such immediate practica! concrete demands
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as can unite all workers in common actions. The a:mgl-
gamation of the Workers’ Party with the Socialist
Party will not increase the might of the militant forces,
but on the contrary, will weaken them. In a united
party, the hands of the left wing elements would be
tied. Hillquit’s and Berger’s Tammany Hall Wou}d pre-
vent us Communists from agitating and‘ carrying on
propaganda, and thus it would be impossible for us to
educate the workers to the right way of carrying on
the class-struggle. Such a unified chqp—suey_Party will
simply be incapable of action. The right wing will be
in a continuous fight with the left wing, and even if
certain betrayals of the right wing could be prevented,
the extension of the left wing would thereby be made
entirely impossible.

Whe is Responsible for the Split?

The amalgamation of Communists and Socialists i~n
the same Party will just as inevitably lead to a split
as it led to a split in 1919. The Left Wing attempted
in 1919 the method of “boring from within” the So-
cialist Party, but without success. The Right Wlpg
simply excluded the Left Wing. We must quite
emphatically reject the accusation of Sinclair that the
Left Wing—the Communists—made the split in the
Socialist Party. Exactly the reverse is true. It is
remarkable that Upton Sinclair has so quickly for-
gotten the facts. The split in the Socialist Party began
when the National Executive Committee of the Social-
ist Party, that is, the petty Tammany Hall of Berger
and Hillquit, excluded the Michigan State Federation
of the Socialist Party. ] |

The second step, which rendered the split nation-
wide, was made once more by the present leader-
ship of the Socialist Party. They feared that the
Left Wing would win the elections to the National
Executive Committee, and that thereby the Socialist
Party would become more radical. They therefore
simply excluded almost all the Foreign-language Fede-
ration of the Socialist Party, comprising not less than
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40,000 members. The excluded Michigan State Fede-
ration and these Foreign-language Federations, to-
gether formed the Communist Party. But part of the
Left Wing persistently remained in the Socialist
Party, and attempted heroically through “boring from
within” to make the party more radical. But Hill-
quit’s and Berger’s petty Tammany Hall took a third
step to split the Socialist Party. As the rest of the
Left Wing, under the leadership of John Reed, Gitlow,
Larkin and Lore went to the September convention,
they found Germer, Secretary of the Socialist Party,
at the entrance to the hall, and with him a policeman
as arch-angel with the flaming sword. Though they
were elected as delegates, they were nevertheless
driven out from the convention hall.

That is the true history of the split of the Left
Wing. The Socialist Party leaders bear the guilt for
this split.

The split in the Socialist Party was made by the
same Hillquits and Victor Bergers who to-day sabot-
age amalgamation and the Labor Party. And the
motives in 1919 were the same as to-day. These Right
Wing leaders do not want to take part in the struggle,
and they hate all those who wish to force them into
the struggle. The Workers’ Party wants to fight for
the workers, and therefore it proposes the United
Front. Upton Sinclair is mistaken when he thinks
that we desire the United Front only in order to “show
up”’ the Socialist Party leaders.

We want the United Front for the defense of the
working-class. The capitalists and the capitalist
government are beginning a new offensive against the
working class. A new open shop drive! Increase of
the cost of living! Strengthening of militarism!
F_asmsti organizations! New trustification! FExcep-
tion laws against foreign-born workers! Against all
tllrlese dangers, we want to organize the entire working
class.

We.are convinced that the daily betraval by the
$omahst Party is the most effective means for ‘‘show-
ing up” these leaders. We do not need to strip the
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fair maidens naked. They themselves are throwing
off their clothing of principles, and the working class
can see how ugly they really are, and how cankered
by internal diseases. Upton Sinclair has written three
remarkable books against bourgeois hypocrisy, the
Brass Check against the capitalist press, the Profitg of
Religion against the churches, the Goose-Step against
capitalist education. He should add to each one of
these books a new chapter on the hypocrisy of the
Socialist Party. The campaign of lies waged by t_he
kept press, of the brand of the N. Y. Times and the
N. Y. Herald, finds its replica in the N. Y. Call and
the Forward. Socialism is to-day just as much a pre-
tension for Hillquit’s and Berger’s Tammany Hall, as
religion is for the churches and the clergy. .Tl’.le edu-
cation which they pass out to the workers is just as
untrue and hypocritical as the miseducation of
Harvard and Yale.

Read These :
NEW PAMPHLETS

For a Labor Party

By JOHN PEPPER

The greatest issue before the workers of America today is
the immediate formation of g LABOR PARTY. This pam-
phlet, just reissued in an enlarged edition of 64 pages, gives
the history of working class parties in the U. S. It shows the
historical necessity of the workers forming such a party in
order to form a united front against the capitalist parties.
It shows the necessity of the unions getting back of such a
party in order to have a part in the government of the
country. Every radical and worker will profit by reading

this pamphlet.
y 15 Cents Per Copy

The American Foreign Born Worker
By C. S. WARE

Who are the Americans? Where have they come from?
What percentage take an active part in Ameriecan political
problems? What part has immigration played in the build-
ing up of American industries and in creating fabulous
wealth for their owners? This pamphlet deals with the
whole question of the foreign born workers in America,
supplemented with statistics and colored charts.

10 Cents Per Copy

The Bankruptcy of the

American Labor Movement
By WM. Z. FOSTER

This pamphlet has caused consternation in the ranks of the
reactionaries of the A. F. of L. The paradox of the most
advanced capitalist industrial system with the most back-
ward labor movement is analyzed by Foster. His merciless
handling of the misleaders of labor and his keen analysis
of the intricate industrial organizational problems of Amer-
lcan workers makes it an invaluable pamphlet for forward

thinking workers.
25 Cents Per Copy
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The Government—
Strikebreaker!

By JAY LOVESTONE

Every Worker Must Read This Book in Order
to Join Intelligently in the Organized Struggle
Against the Bosses

This Book Shows:

How the Government Power in the Hands of
the “Open Shop” Movement is being Used to
Destroy the ILabor TUnions and to Fasten
Upon the Workers of the TUnited States a
Regime of Blood and Iron such as has Never
been Known in History.

How the Railroad Strike Was Broken.
How the Coal Miners Were Swindled.

How the Workers are Tricked with the
Fraud of “Government Impartiality’’—with
the Government Entirely in the Hands of
Wall Street. :

How the Army is Now Openly Considered as
a Weapon of Wall Street to be Used Against
‘“The Enemy within”—the Working Class
Struggling for Life, Liberty and Happiness.
How the Workers are Betrayed by the
Courts.

How Injunctions can now be Used by ANY.
Employer to Destroy ANY Union.

How the Right to Vote is Practically For-
feited by the Working Class.

Read These Startling Facts

- Workers who want to educate themselveg—
those who want to know the facts——those
who want the knowledge that will give
them power to take their part in the Amer-
ican labor struggle—cannot afford to be
without this book.

Cloth bound, 368 pages, $1.50. Wholesale Price on Apblication’
' Remit by Check or Money Order to

WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA
799 BROADWAY—Room 405, NEW YORK CITY
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