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And wiard 'now on the threshold

of the third period: the period in
which we'mast begin to lead that
part of the working class which
stands ui
political

Thi ging
zation of the Federated Farmer-La-
bor Party,;
The Period of Collecting the
Communist Porces

The first pmod. m collulm' of
the  Communis the
period of ; zons .m factional. fights

over the question of the best form of
organization into which the Com-
munist forces should be gatbered.
The first geeat question of organi
zation wag whether there shall be
a uniform party or_a party built on
Language ; Federations. The second
question of organization was of the
relation between overground and
underground work of the Commun-
ists. The :third question of org
zation wag whether the underground
is the onlypossible form of existence
for the Communist Party in Amcr-
ica, or whether, depending upon
conditionsg there shall be an nnder-
ground of overground form of or
ganization. That which all these
problems bad in common was that
they were: all internal problems of
the Party, and not problems of the
great. broad. labor movement. and
“till less were they the problems of
general Ameriean pohtics

It was a period of selection and
collecting of Communist clements in

our mlun:e. nntu the | to 3,
masses. The whole life of the Party | The Wi
- | changed fundamentally in this period!

i- | meet

gama dri
ﬂnukn for the drlcnu of the for-
 cign-! worl he anti-Fascistl
nmwn and the ﬁz‘hx lov |he Labar
Party were the variou:

the _various

which has.covgred the last year. Our | the

comrades were no longer occupied
with questions of the best form of
Party organisation. but with organ-
i { varios labor of-
e of our Party, It
no loager - sufficient for' our
Pniy members simply to go to the
branch meetings of the. Party, but it
was their duty to become members
of laber ormigisations, and
the most energetic pminp.nu in
ngs and tonventions of the la-
bor movemeat, We have had-no oc-
ganized factional fights at all durin
the Last year. It is charactefistic
the highest degree that, as the main
problem was no longer the selection
nd collection of Lommunist forees,
hut the gaining of influcnce by the
Communists in the labor movement,
the most usual classification of Party
members was no lenger who is 3
“good Party member bt who is 2
“good trade unionist”
\ part of the Party
4 wot the worst cnes—ihose W
ered the best service to
Party in collecting the Communist
forces. did not.grasp immediately or
altogether the change of function of
the Party They clung (o the under-
ground form of organization. as 1o a
fetish. and commdered it the surest
goarantee for barring out of the

comrades—

tllise o
mighty sctiment of lbe rank and

In the first period of the history
of onr Party we collected the Com-
In nd peri

become | the

bility upon us. The
Communi
they -expect -that we
show them the. best ways and means
of fighting against the capitafists
capitalist government. In the third
ory. which is_now
is the-duty of our Party
o the political struggle the
masses which are ander its Jnfluence.
In the first period our Party was
occupied only with internal problems
nization. In the period
W was mainly occupied with Firade
union pmnkm. In the third period
it must oc self more than cver
Mefore. with general political prob-
T 1o the "o period the vison
of the greatest part of our members
dig not reach further than the in
ternal factional fights of the Com
munist Party. In the second period

d | efastically enough understand

it
‘e must ‘more than ever
lhl;hnbh-nkm-
T would bl course be a mistake
for'anyese 1o believe that the -tasks
of - the first and second petiods no

langer hold good, and are not im- | element:

portant to the third period. 1t goes
without sayiog that we must il e
lect and Collect the Connllkl
forces. Weistill have not the

manist mase party. It is .en«um
that we must still conduct the great-
ast struggle in order to influence the

Wei still have not the ma- | Part;

of the Alwriul working class

But now in me third_period we
have o
task: We must take over, in addition
b ek of the St and second
period, also that of d peri
marmely, the 1k of leadi
masses into the polticsl s

Thi task creates 2 much more
dificult and - complicaied. siteation
for our Party, and means a greater
modification of function of the
Party than the transition from the
first to the pecond period. It is al-
most self-evident that a part of o
Party comrades—and again not «:{

and more complicated | i

ion Educational Lu(nc eafold. But
would be a e and in
presen scw period 4 obmacle
ta |h¢ Jarther development of our
Party if we would devote ourselres
nl trade union problems,

“hd I we do ot reakize that a Com
unist Party must be not merely the
left wing of the trade union move-

ment, but a political party, concerned |

with all political and social que:
tioas. In the present period we must
ask not only who is a ¥good Com-
munist,” and who is a "good trade
unjonist,” but also who is good a1
American “politics.

worst
m.;
modification in the function of our
Party. A part of our most active and
industrious comrades:who hare been
rendering the best service to the
Party in the fight for a standing in
the labor movement, and in the fight
in the trade unions, do not under-
stand to-day the policies of the Party
in the question of the Labor Party
They identify the Party too closcly
with the trade unions, and even
not in their theory, yet in their prac-
tice. they wish that the Party would
rot be a political party. but simply a
left wing of the trade union move-
ment w was expressed with

dinulled falsity in the paper issued

We should mot use the tactics o
pysecution and expulsion tow:
those comrades who do not grasp
quickly eaough that this modifica-
tion in the function of the Party is
necessary and inevitable; but we
must once more employ the means
of patience and conviction. How-
ever, that which we cannot sacrifice
15 that every comrade. whether he is
convinced or not, must carry out the
policy of the Party and the instruc-
tions of the Central Executive Com-
mittee decided upon. The comrades
who are as.yet unconvinced should
not forget the classical maxim ex-
pressed by Zinoviev: Discipline be-
gins where conviction ends.
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Litvinsky and J. Terrv. Chair
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