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Pay. It did oot even send
dcegaaao 1 1e Juty Sd Convention
at Chichgo. Tigyrole of the laboring
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y De nt the éournalist and the
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The American Labor Party was
ceeated :dt the very outsct ‘as a
private ;mstitution of the Socialist
Party, llN has never for a moment

| represented anyone but the Socialist

The Jewi

of the ofd stock of Socialist

{voters When a part of the trade

ment of New York and

the Wobkhrs Party tricd to join the

new organization they were greeted
with sabdtage and expulsion.

The American Labor Party has

| never far’a moment been anything
{but a list P
Soc

arty. The
ist Party felt that it is ba

rupt and withed to give a new name
to the ol dubious firm. The Socialist
Party felg/that it is no longer being
taken serigusly and it donned a new
mask. I Shakespeare's Midsummer
Night's Dream, Snug the Joincr dis-
guises highself in a lion's skin and
Bottom ‘the Weaver wears a don-
key's head. The lion's skin of the
Socialist"Party was—Lefkowitz and
its .donkey's head—De Hunt. No
onder that no one was frightened

H

at_the American Labor Party and
that no:E fell in love with it that
no one Hés taken the American La-
bor not even the

Socialist Party uscif. The Socialist
Party degided recently that at the
next clection in New York it would
put up itk candidates on the Socialist
Party ticket, and would drop the sign
of the American Labor Party

The Agherican Labor Party 1s
dead. No sooner was it horn, than
it was dead. The Socialist Party
was its thidwife and the Socialist
Party waylits baby-farmer. The fate
of the American Labor Party shows

nk- | the circle,

bor Party. Another part was nol
class-conscious, but represented the
feelings of dfesativhed workers and
wanted some 'kind of action without
delay,

The Socialist Party went to Al-
bany in order o represent
05"} but at the

ame time it'was -muou- oot to lose
the lnrnd:hlp of mg railroad leaders.
The Sos eaders, s over-
slick _poli anted o sqoare

i he only result that
the railroad leaders beat the Social-
ist round-heads into the square-
heads.

The Socialist Party did not dare
to fight in Albany for the idea of
3 Labor Party, trembling 10 lose the
friendship of -the labor leaders. It
betrayed the Labor Party in Albany
in order to Fain the favor of the
official railrall brotherhoods, in the
same way that it betrayed the Labor
Party in Cleveland 50 a3 to win the
favor of Johnston and Keating. and
as it betrayed the idea of amalgama-
tion in order 16 be tolerated by Gom-
pers. The Sagialist Party no longer
strives to gafn the support of the
revolutionary rank and file. for the
very reacon that the rank and file is
revolutionary.” And its whole tactic

with the reactionary

just because ghey are reactionary.
Albany stands for the greatest de-

feat in the political career of the So-

calist Party. In 1919 it lost the con-

fidence of thé rank and file. Since

then, 1 has not succeedcll n striking
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American_Federation of Labor with | natural science, Neither +
its old Goshpers slogan: “Punish|nor Johnston will_evér. hting about
the enemies’hnd reward the frjends.” | the Labor Party. The ‘way of 1he
Their ainv wds that of Johnston, the | creation of the Labor. Party .|
leader of the Lleveland Conference |over the political -corppes of the
ior Progressive Political Action.  [$25,000 a year labor ‘leaders. The
A part-of the rank and file delega- | progess of creation of ‘the - Labot
tion was class-conscious and wanted | Party is, in other words, the m
the imimedidte formation of the La- |of the separation of the rank’ l file |

from the influence of the high lal
le , tha

greater, he
will go willy |||lly itk e Labor
Party movement. the high h
bor e as s stratum will e

be Teaders in the Labor Party moves
ment here in America, and:will serve

great-
that in the
Jnited States the idea of a Labor
Paty can win only thru 4n appeal
to the rank and fle and only thro

the fight against the reactionary | Pe!
leaders.

The Third Lessoq
The July Jrd Cosvention at

Chicago presenta the third tactical
lesson.  There were three outstands
ing_ uroups present in _Chicagol
1—The old Farmer-Labor Party om
cials; 2—A rank and fle representa-
tion of over 600,000 workers, and
farmers; J—The Workers Pasty.
The Workers Party faced a diffi-
cult tactical dilemma at the July Jrd
ation. It knew that the Con-
veation would be a pure fank and
file convention and that none of. the
national and imternational unions
would be represented. It knew that
the whole officialdom of the labor
movement is against the Labor
Party, Gompers having been against

ckvd-nd Confereace
and the knm of the amalgamation

erent han in. Great
Britain,  Itiwil be impélled not from
above by ‘tbe officials, but from be-
low by tbe rank and fle.

The Central Execotive Comm
‘of our party decided before this ]nly

3rd Convention that it would not
ape in CI the tactic of the So-
in New in the

cialist
formation of the American Labor
Party: that.t would not force the
fornfation of the Labor Party in case
only the Farmer-Labor Party
and the Workers Party should ap-
v Coaventign. For
the Libor Party must aot be degrad-
new_name for an old, small
sl g, bor Tast be based on
trade uniofis_and farmer organiza-
Gons. The; Central Executive Com-
mittee after careful evaluation and
alter thoro debate decide
representation of bal
ers and farmers woekd ot . sul-
ficiently broad basis upon which to
found the Labor Party. There were
present in Chicago delegates repre-
senting 600,000 workers and farmers.
The Workers Party thercfore waged
the mast edergetic
mediate f of a P
The oficials of the Chicags: Fed-
cration of Labor and the old Farm-
er-Labor Party were frightened back
at their own courage. After much

liesitation: and wavering they reveal-
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Albany,

i oon

i Albany proposed posgoncment
of the formation of T Labor Par-
ty in order to secure e with
the railroad leaders, Iolm[ hereby

tic, only because it_was an adher-
ent to the Third International. The
Workers Farey. thereapon replied in
ecping with its duty a
It fought un-
misingly for the immediate
formation of the Labor Party, there-
by gaiving the unprecedented sup-
port of the delegation of the rank and
fle, with the result that now it is
the recognized leader of the Labor
Party idea, and that it was not the
Workers Party. but Fitzpatrick and
the other officials who had to leave
the Convention beaten.

We have three tactical lessons be-
fore us: the lessons of New York.
Albany and Chicago. Defeat in New
York because a small political group
without real support from the trade
unions wanted to [ovm & Labor Par-

in cause,a po-
inical group macrifced e e ot e
Labor Party for alliance—with reac-
tionary labor leaders. Victory in
c because the Workers Par-
& gl fscf with the rank aud fic
and fought for the idca of the Labor
These Jactical Jessons. must
be understood by every Communist.
We are convinced that every Com-
munist who does not stamd hopeless-
ly under the ideslogical influence of
the old Farmey:Labor Party and the
Socialist Party, will understand
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