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POLITICS 

The Bloc National on the Eve of 
Cannes 

by Paul Louis (Paris). 
At the present moment the French Bloc National is under­

going mishaps--or to express it accurately-a disturbance which 
d~serves attention. The articles which M. Poincare publi~hes at 
regular intervals in "Le Temps", " Le Malin'' and "La Revue 
des Deux Mondes" are a sufficient indication of the delusions 
and choler of the Bloc National. 

This Bloc National is the expression of all the conser­
vatism and all the militarjst imperialism of the French bour­
geoisie. It was born at the time of the 1Q1() elections of a state 
of mind which may be characterized as Napoleonic. According 
to it, France ought to profit by present circumstances to dis­
member Germany, whose unity has always appeared to it as a 
chance combination and an historical error. The "detachment,. 
of the left bank of the Rhine was in its opinion only the first act, 
and it has not yet consoled itself for having subscribed to a 
treaty as harmless, in its opinion, as the Treaty of Versailles. 
It experienced a feeling of pride and of profound joy at being 
able to state that the armies of France were, as under the First 
Empire, spread all over Europe. It rejoiced even more, if 
that were possible, when it noticed that these armies were almost 
everywhere employed for the defense of the capitalist system. 

The Bloc National realizes the gravity of the economic 
and financial crisis since it has in its ranks a large number of 
captains of industry and finance, who have acquired some prac­
tical experience in these matters. But they are not frightened 
by the deficit nor by the increase in the debt, which according 
to M. Cheron, introducer of the budget in the Senate, has jumped 
in three years from 171 to 328 milliards of francs. They conti­
nnally repeat the magic formula, "Germany will pay". 

Now, they discern to day that all their illusions are collap­
sing, that they have succeeded in entirely isolating France and 
that they can no longer deceive a people credulous to absurdity. 
The London conference, which have been shrouded in obsourity 
in spite of or rather because of the laconic explanations of M. 
Briand, has filled the Bloc with a nameless inquietude. The 
franco-British anatagonism appeared to it, all this time, as the 
invention of some evil spirit, of extreme pessimists or of ingenious 
communists. Now, the veil has been torn away. 

Its policy is totally opposed to that of the British bour­
geoisie. french imperialism is at bottom military; the imperia­
lism of Britain is basically commercial. The French possessing 
classes desire to satisfy the all-powerful army which is their safe­
guard, and to assure the exploitation of certain territories through 
occupation by force. The possessing classes of England, more 
modern in methods, are seeking, above all, to extend their markets 
for trade. They attribute the formidable unemployment in Eng­
land to the restriction of these markets, which increasingly 
menaces them with revolution. 

The Bloc National has already been obliged to evacuate 
Cilicia. If tomorrow it should be compelled to quit the left bank 
of the Rhine, the humiliation it would suffer would be severe. 
If it should be constrained to revise the document of Versailles 
in its fundamental clauses, it would feel that its allies, the British, 
Italian and American bourgeoisies (the last have not ratified the 

treaty at all), have done it mortal injury. It will not only be its 
pride which will have been wounded; the interests of the French 
possessing class will have been struck a serious blow, for it will 
have to renounce the tribute which it was counting on from 
Germany. 

And if Germany does not pay, who will pay in its place'? 
The revision of the Treaty of Versailles undermines the entire 
economic and social structure of F ranee. That is why, knowing 
the trials it will have to undergo (and M. Poincare himself no 
long,er conceals them from his readers), the french bourgeoisie 
will go to Cannes with anger and fear, which are manifest in its 
entire press. 

It is not only the revision of the pseudo-peace of 1919 which 
irritates it, but the certain mvitation of Soviet Russia to a general 
European Conference for reconstruction as well. It still nourishes 
the same hatred of Russia which the Tories of England had for 
the France of the Convention. It has forgotten the days of Sep­
tember, the execution of Louis XVI. and the Terror of 93, as the 
Conservatives on the other side of the Channel have forgotten 
the death sentence of Charles I. It is beginning to understand 
that it must either break with the rest of the world or recognize 
the Soviets, and that if it continues to excommunicate the Soviets 
it will eventually place itself under the same ban, because it is 
increasing, by its resistance to reconstruction, the dangers of 
ruin for the capitalists of all countries. 

Never has a ruling class experienced so many disillusions 
and felt so much bitterness and apprehension. The Bloc National 
is at last realizing that in 1918 no country won a victory, that 
war only produces catastrophes and that all plutocracies are 
rolling toward the abyss. The Cannes Conference, for many 
reasons, is disclosing impending dangers and disasters. The Bloc 
National is going to Cannes trembling in its boots. 

What is Happenin~ in Hun~ary? 
by josef Pogany. 

The Hungarian counter-revolution has fallen into a decisive 
crisis because its ruling classes which until now fought upon 
common ground are now driven to war against one another by 
the Trianon Peace Treaty. 

This inner struggle reached the stage of open civil war at 
the time of the Karlist putsch. At first glance it seemed that with 
the disarming of the royalist Ostenburg troops and the extradi­
tion of Karl Habsburg, the counter-revolution was personified 
and found strength in the figure of Horthy. But the truth of the 
matter is that for the second time the inner conflicts between the 
counter-revolutionary classes resulted in open civil war. Buda­
pest became one large barracks. Various points of the city are 
occupied by gendarmes, police-guards and military formations. 
Horthy troops are disarming the Hejjas troops just returning 
from Western Hungary in nightly raids. An armed insurrec­
tion is planned for the liberation of the royalist leaders Ra­
kovszky and Andrassy, At night the streets vesound with 
programs against Jews and with the tumult of the "Awakening 
Magyars". And at the bottom of all this are the disarmed 
royalist Ostenburg troops which the royalists are supposedly 
able and willing to turn against Horthy. 

This time the Hungarian counter-revolution is actually in a decisively critical situation. No matter what the outcome of 
the crisis may be, and no matter whether Horthy remains or not, 
one thing is certain, that this crisis will lead to absolutely new 
political formations and that it will smoothen the road of the 
class-struggle of the Hungarian proletariat. 
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The Karl coup and the armed civil war which followed it 
brought the inner conflict among the various counter-revolu­
tionary classes to a head. "Az Ujsag ", the organ of the 
liberal bourgeoisie which has now lost power, makes the follow­
ing frank statement: "The King question is 'settled' and will 
no more disappear from the order of the day. Like Banquo's 
ghost it will appear at every meal." 

This organ o~ the bourgeoisie is right. It was in vain 
that the national assembly disposed of the Throne question by 
means of law, the Ltttle Entente by means of mobilization and 
the Allies by means of diplomacy. This question cannot be 
stricken from the order of the day in Hungary. The question of 
the Crown is nothing more than an ideological weapon in the 
hands of the counter-revolutionary parties. Karl Habsburg is 
driven out of the country and the royalist party is beaten. But 
the powerful classes of the royalist party, the large land owning 
magnates and the bourgeoisie are still alive. These royalist clas­
ses .are now fighting not for Habsburg but against Horthy. 
Unhl now the Throne problem was presented in a positive 
form: '~ Power to the Habsbitrgs, for with them, the large land 
owners and the higher bourgemsie acquire power! " At present 
this problem is presented negatively: "Down with Horthv be 
cause he bases his power more and more upon the fat peasantry 
of the " Small fanners' party" and upon the subaltern 
dictatorship of the officer corps. " 
. The organ of the nobility, "Magyarsag" speaks of the 

nch peasant as of "The Small farmers' Party which is rising 
with the mud of the gutter." 

Where did the beautiful honeymoon weeks of the counter­
revolution go to; where are those pleasant times in which the 
barons and the bishops vied with each other in the songs of 

. praise w~ich they. s~ng to the " healthy mind" of the peasant, 
the "antt-commumsttc Hungarian peasant"! At the same time 
the organ of Horthy's officer detachments, " Szozat ", is be­
wailing the fact that the clergy is carrying on a passionate 
royalist propaganda in the churches. The Horthy party ar­
ranges a burial celebration in honor of the " heroes" who fell 
in the civil war. And in a heartrending tone of melancholy the 
press of the royalist party asks where the fallen heroes of Osten­
burg wilt find their graves of honor? 

The " Szozat" is quite right in asking the fotlowing sur­
prising question: "Will the civil war go on?" The civil war of 
the counter-revolutionary classes in Hungary is going on. 
Yesterday the Hejjas troops seized Ostenburg, to-day the troops 
of General von Soos are attacking the Hejjas troops, and 
tomorrow or the day after tomorrow the troops of Lukasich and 
Ostenburg may attack Horthy's Ofener Burg. 

1 he Hungarian civil war is again ragmg and is even be­
ginning to spread. In its first phase it meant solely the inner 
struggle of the ruling counter-revolutionary classes. To-day 
however, when the counter-revolutionary classes are weaken­
ing each other in the struggle, those social classes which could 
not participate in the government of the counter-revolution or 
which are groaning under the counter-revolutionary suppression, 
are beginning to be heard. 

Once more the " National Octobrists" suddenly appear in 
the political arena. They constitute the. Gentry' wing of the 
Karolyi revolution and although they displayed a counter-revolu­
tionary attitude even in the first stages of the Karolyi revolution, 
they were doomed to stlence by the Christian-National counter­
revolution. The parliamentary opposition group which until 
now was considered a smatl group of insignificant noise-makers, 
suddenly becomes a political factor. The " citizens' and workers' 
coalition" is quite openly striving for power. 

Horthy and his camaritla are beginning to feel the 
frightful crisis which threatens their power and is spreading in 
atl directions. He is making every attempt to base his power 
upon a broader social foundation. On the one hand he is nego­
tiating the forming of a "bourgeois government", which is to 
unite the various divisions of the bourgeoisie. First of all he 
seeks to establish friendly relations with the liberal bourgeoisie 
which is not on the best of terms with Parliament and which was 
forced out of power. It is thereby intended to revive the former 
labor party, the followers of Tisza. Horthy also attempts to 
bring certain elements of the comitatji gentry, a part of the large 
landowning class and of the bank-owning bourgeoisie into the 
government. On the other hand he is also courting the " demo­
cratic" elements. He is striving to transform the hitherto 
concealed support given to his government by the Social-Demo­
cratic Party into open and official support. It is seriously being 
considered that the Vanczak-Payer bureaul'ratic trade-union 
group should officially take over the government together with 
the Hejjas group. 

The broadening of the social basis of the government is a 
life and death question for Horthy. Because the Karl coup was 

repressed the large landowning magnates and the industrial 
bourgeoisie were against him. But the counter-revolutionary 
intellectuals and a large part of the city petty-bourgeoisie, which 
until now acted as his main support and shouted most loudly 
for the counter-revolution, have now also turned against him. 
Horthy lost not only the support of certain definite classes, but 
also the entire counter-revolutionary ideology which until now· 
constituted a considerable prop of his rule. One of these props 
was the idea of the dynasty, of legitimacy. In the battle of 
Budaors Horthy himself defeated the idea of legitimacy. The 
second ideological pillar of his rule was the idea of territorial 
integrity. The ultimatum of the Little Entente, the yielding of 
Horthy and the National Assembly proved to the fanatics of 
territorial integrity, as well as to the counter-revolutionary in­
tellectuals and the petty-bourgeoisie, that the fantastic picture of 
a Greater Hungary under the rule of Horthy would always 
remain an empty dream. A third pillar of the Horthy regime 
was the idea of a national army. Tha national army must now 
be disarmed. A fourth one was anti-semitism. But under the 
pressure of the international and Hungarian Jewish banking 
capitalists Horthy is compelled to flirt with the Jews and ·to 
arrest the pogrom heroes. A fifth factor in the ideolo~ical 
structure of Horthy's regime was the traditional Polish­
Hungarian friendship. The Czecho-Polish agreement destroyed 
this illusion as well. Poland recognized its disinterestedness 
and neutrality in Slovakia and thus delivered a fatal blow to the 
chauvinistic dreams of a Greater Hungary. The sixth counter­
revolutionary ideological factor was the freedom and indepen­
dence of Hungary. This illusion collapsed in extreme humiliation. 
Horthy and his government were not only compelled legally to 
recognize the loss of the throne by the Habsburgs, but by making 
Hungary the vassal of the Entente, Horthy put the free choice 
of a king in a form which obligates Hungary to count with the 
opinion of the Allies in its choice; this means that the Hungarian 
throne can be occupied only with the express approval of the 
Allies. 

There is no system of government which can survive civil 
war going on among its classes, and opposition by its most 
powerful factors and by the entire intellectual class which, 
outside of armed force, conslttutes its main defense against the 
masses, and justifies it and makes it holy and inviolable in the 
eyes of the large peasant and petty-bourgeois classes. 

In hopeless despair Horthy is now looking for new sup­
ports for his regime. He is attempting to draw into his service 
not only new social groups and classes but new ideologies as 
well. It thus happens that he is approaching the liberalism of 
the former Tisza Party as well as of the Social Democratic 
Party. He also wishes to draw Jewish banking capital and the 
Social Democracy into his service and to make them the future 
supports of his regime. 

The Horthy press is beginning to prate about Democracy, 
Liberalism and spiritual toleration. In his attempt to broaden 
the basis of his regime, Horthy goes so far that he lands upon 
foreign and unreal ground. In his pursuit of the favor of the 
Jewish bankers and the Social-Democratic trade-union leaders, 
he stakes the only actual basis of his rule by consenting to the 
partial or complete disarming of the Hejjas troops. 

Of course not only Horthy but also the royalist opposition 
of the large landowners is attempting to reinforce its positions 
by attracting new masses. The Karlists long ago allied themsel­
ves with the Jewish petty-bourgeoisie led by Vaszonyi. And to­
day when the class conflit is becoming more and more intense, 
they are ready to ally themselves with the devil himself. Apponyi 
declares that "all of us, legitimists and anti-legitimists must 
stand together". Karl Huszar, the leader of the Christian petty­
bourgeoisie wing of the royalists is already negotiating with the 
Social Democratic trade-union bureaucrats, and Wilhelm Vas­
zonyi, the leader of the Jewish rtty-bourgeois wing of the roya­
lists went as far as to cal the workers " his proletarian 
brothers " . . . In other words there is a continual race for the 
favor of the working-class. The Christian Party puts forward 
far-reaching social-and political demands. " Szozat ", Horthy's 
organ prints an article under the caption: "The government is 
approaching a solution to the labor question". 

And how does the proletariat fare under these circum­
stances? 

The proletariat is living under complete oppression. Its 
only organizations adapted to the class-struggle, the trade­
unions, are in the hands of a traitorous trade-union bureau­
cracy, which sells the organized working-class in the open 
market and with a most disgraceful sham9lessness. Its organ 
" Nerszava ",·writes quite openly that in the struggle between 
the Karlists and Horthy, it will side with those who promise 
it the most. 
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The organized working-class, the· proletariat, can today 
become an actual and mighty power in Hungary. The number 
of organized workers reaches 300,000. Under revolutionary 
Communist leadership this mass would in the midst of the 
counter-revolutionary chaos become a overwhelming force. But 
this great, organized mass is to-day led by Social-Democratic 
traitors, who like street walkers are willing to sell themselves to 
any one. They are ready to support Horthy if he revives the 
" historical tradition " of handing out portfolios to the trade­
union bureaucrats; they are also ready to aid the royalists to 
power if they only take the first step and give the Payer-Peidl­
Vanczak clique parliamentary seats and ministerial portfolios. 

The Communists know that the time is not yet ripe for the 
dictatorship of the proletariat in Hungary, but they also know, 
that the time has come for serious ·proletarian fights. At this 
time definite measures for reinforcing the working-class can be 
undertaken. Now we can and must fight for and win amnesty 
for the political prisoners, general liberty, freedom of the labor 
press, unemployment benefit and a 100% wage increase. 

Manifesto of the Evyptian Socialist 
Party to the Manual and Brain 

Workers of the World. 
The brutal and aggressive tone in which the British mili­

tarists and colonial officials have replied to the sacred demands 
of the Egyptian people have opened the eyes of the most naive 
and credulous among us. The veil has been torn and the hideous 
features of our oppressors have been revealed in all their ugliness. 

With pride and dignity we hurl back the defi thrown in 
the face of the Egyptian people by the British militarists and 
imperialists. Forty years of foreign occupation with all its mili­
tary terrorism and its arbitrary laws of persecution have not been 
able to weaken for a single instant our· firm resolution to fight 
and to make all the necessary sacrifices for the conquest of our 
independence. 

1919 demonstrated to the world and to our oppressors the 
vitality of our people which did not recoil before any menace 
to proclaim on high its right to na tiona! life and liberty. It is 
not by diploma tic steps and negotiations between ministers or 
delegations which do not represent the wishes of the people that 
independence can be obtained. Only the workers and peasants, 
conscious and organized, can win it. 

The Socialist ideal which is the expression of the renais­
sance of the peoples of the world has appeared on the scene of 
Egyptian political life. The Egyptian Socialist Party will place 
itself in the vanguard and in the first ranks of battle for the 
demanding of our rights to complete national independence, freed 
from all imperialist and capitalist enslavement, domestic as well 
as foreign. 

. The Egyptian Socialist Party, standard-bearer of the prole­
lana! and party of the class-struggle, declares that in the union 
of the entire Egyptian people in its supreme fight against the 
oppressive power of British imperialism it will integrally main­
tain its Socialist program and will not renounce its struggle 
against the Egyptian capitalist tyrants and oppressors, accom­
plices and associates of the tyrannic foreign domination. 

Egyptian intellectual proletariat will cease all col­
laboration, of whatever nature it may be, with our oppressors 
and whover will adopt a contrary attitude will be a traitor to 
the higher interests of the people and of the holy national cause. 

The Egyptian proletariat workers and peasants, extends 
a fraternal hand to the world proletariat and particularly to the 
proletariat of Great Britain, so that together they may mount 
to the assault of the imperialist citadel which under its weight 
suffocates not only the enslaved peoples of the Orient, but also 
pitilessly exploits all the laboring and producing masses of 
Europe. The peoples of the Orient count on the assistance an'd 
support of the world proletariat in their struggle against the 
common enemy. 

The str.uggle for the conquest of independence on the part 
of t.he. peoples of the Orient is also a struggle bearing a .clear 
Soctahst character. The world proletariat is enslaved and ex­
ploited by the same enemy -- rapacil1us capitalism. 

Let the diplomats plot and intrigue and betray the interests 
o!· th~ masses. We, the proletariat, are ready for a long and 
bt!ter struggle, are forming our battle-lines, are organizino- our 
forces in the trade-unions and are bringing together the w;rkers 
of the city and country. Let the intellectuals go to the 
peasants to create a united political and economic front which 
will at the same time act as a counter-balance to the influence 
of the bourgeoisie. 

Without hesitation and without fear let us group ourselves 
a round the banner of the International for the final struggle 

against our only enemy, British imperialism, which is to.day the 
highest expressiOn of world capitalism. On the victory of Socia­
lism and on the seizure of power by the proletariat depends the 
independence and emancipation of the peoples of the Orient. And 
by the indissoluble union of the workers of the West and of the 
East we will vanquishour common enemy- capitalist imperialism. 

Long live independent Egypt! 
Long live the International of the workers! 
Long live the Social Revolution! 

The Egyptian Socialist Party. 
Cairo, 22 December 1921. 

I THE LABOUR MOVEMENT l 
The Instigators of the' Split in the CGT. 

W. L. Amsterdam is about to be tested, and the eyes of the 
proletariat of the entire world are upon it. Will it bring about the 
splitting of the French trade-unions to the joy of the bourgeoisie, 
in order to " set an example", and to try to drive off the" pest" 
of revolution through a " radical operation "of this nature? Or 
will it still possess enough devotion to the interests of the 
workers to avert the threatening split, and to assure the unity 
of the movement-even if that will cost it its posts of leadership? 

That is the situation to-day in the trade-union movement in 
France. The question of French unity is in no way simply a 
question of France but it is international in its scope. 

Comrades Monmousseau and Rosmer have i'ustifiably 
pointed out recently in ,,, Humanite" that in 1920 the eaders of 
the C.G.T. already pursued the policy of split in which they 
rightly saw the only means of saving themselves from the revo­
lutionary opposition. But in May 1921 Jouhaux and his colleagues 
turned the question of the fight against the revolutionary cur­
rent in the trade-union movement into an international problem, 
and the Executive Committee of the Amsterdam Trade Union 
Internation<"J is instructing its affiliated national executive com­
mittees to combat the minority in the trade-union movement with 
the weapon of exclusion. The Communist and Red Trade Union 
Internationals called upon the laboring-masses to fight for the 
social-revolutionary rolicy in the trade-union movement and if 
need be to remove the yellow leaders of the trade-unions from the 
leadership, but in no case to split the mass-movement and in no 
way to impair the unity of the proletarian fighting front. The 
leaders of the Amsterdam Trade Union International answer this 
by calling upon all the trade-union bureaucrats who have remained 
loyal to ·it to drive out the "revolutionary bacillus" in the trade­
union movement by means of a "radical operation "-even if 
that should mean the splitting and destruction of the mass-move­
ment. Thr reformist poliry of lhr collaboration with the bour­
geoisie must triumph I'J!tn at the rxprnse of the unity of till' 
movrmrnt! 

During the Lille Cotigress the french bourgeoisie was out­
spoken and made no secret of the fact that it longed most eager!{ 
for the splitting of the trade-union . movement. The " Temps', 
the " Journee Industrielle ", the " Information" and other news­
papers of the upper bourgeoisie constantly urged Jouhaux, Merr­
heim and Dumoulin to effect the split quickly. Indeed they made 
no secret of the fact that Moscow as well as Amsterdam and 
Amsterdam as well as Moscow were an evil in their estimation. The 
French urper bourgeoisie--one of the most selfish and narrowest 
in the world cannot as yet reconcile itself with any sort of trade­
union movement whatsoever. If would like of most of all to see 
the wage-slaves· standing before it as completely unorganized 
objects of exploitation. Its organ, the ' Temps", expressed this 
quite frankly on December 23rd, in an article treating of" Moscow 
and Amsterdam'', and moreover, this tendency of the french 
capitalist class is no secret to the Amsterdam adherents in 
france. And as things went so far that the revolutionary ,oppo­
sition was driven to call a special unity-congress on their own 
initiative, thereby offering the leaders of the C.G.T. a formal 
pretext for causing the split, these leaders made use of this pre· 
text joyfully. They did not consent to any concession which th,: 
opposition proposed to them in the interest of unity. They 
rejected all compromise proposals because they consciously desired 
the split. Dumoulin declared this OJJ€nly in the December 12th· 
isue of the. " Petit Parisien", the organ of the big capitalistic 
concern Arago-Dupuy. 

In his article he wrote the following: " Syndicalism is 
going through a crisis which, after having passed through a 
period of sickly groping is now reaching its a<:ute stage, and is on 
the way to rerovery through a radical operation". 


