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The F ight for World Trade Union
Spreads Rapidly in All Countries

By A. LOZOVSKY

i Secretary of the Red International

of Labor Unions

HE fight for unity of action and

trade union unity in the strug-
gle against the offensive of capital,
against fascism and the war danger,
has spread to all the countries and
workers’ organizations. The trend
of the masses towards unity of ac-
tion has grown to such an extent
that many leaders of the social-
democratic parties and reformist

| trade unions are compelled to fol-
) | low the sentiment of the masses.

The most enthusiastic fraterniza-
tion of the workers of all tenden-
cies is taking place before our eyes.
This sentiment of the masses not
only rouses fury and alarm among
the bourgeoisie but also great alarm
among the leaders of the reformist
trade unions, most of whom are in
the extreme right flank of the in-
ternational reformist labor move-
ment. Ever new facts come to the
fore every day proving that the
leaders of the Amsterdam Interna-
tional are conducting systematic
work directed towards hampering
the united front and trade union
unity. Thus the leaders of the C.
G. T. in France repudiated the pro-
posal of the unitary trade unions
for merging the entire trade union
movement from top to bottom and
for the formation of a unified Gen-
eral Confederation of Labor.

Leon' Jouhaux, the leader of the
reformist C. G. T. of France,
brought pressure to hear upon the
reformist trade unions of Roumania
to make them abandon the united
front and unity with the revolution-
ary workers. The General Council
of the British Trade Unions does
not even want to hear about a
united front with the revolutionary
workers. The leaders of the re-
formist trade unions of Sweden,
Denmark, Holland, Belgium and
Czechoslovakia procesd along the
same line. Thus the leaders of the
sections of the Amsterwam Interna-
tional are carrying through—with
a stubbornness and insistence
worthy of better application — the
decisions of the Amsterdam Inter-
national made in Weymouth against
the united front and trade union
unity.

We are not going to contend here
the right of the leaders of the re-
formist trade unions to pass what-
ever decisions they wish. We are
not going, also, to tell the leaders
of the Amsterdam International
that the decision they made in
Weymouth to the effect that all
revolutionary trade unions, includ-
ing the R. I. L. U, should be
liquidated, is merely thrusting a
sword into water. Such a decision
is only apt to make the revolution-
ary workers of the world enrolled
in the R. I. L. U. burst into hearty
laughter.

The leaders of the Amsterdam
International got into a blind alley
because their policy and tactic went
bankrupt. They hope evidently to
come out of the blind alley which
they themselves created by demand-
ing the liquidation of the revolu-
tionary trade unions. Any group of
people, of course, including the lead-
ers of the reformist trade unions,

{has the right to adopt absurd deci-

sions. But those millions of work-
ers who are organized in the ro-
formist trade unions should ask
themseilves: Where are these deci-
sions finally leading us? What is
the difference between the resclu-
tion of the General Council of the
British Trade Unions and the deci-
sion-on this question made by the
leaders of the reformist trade unions
of Czechoslovakia, Sweden and
Denmark, or the decisions against
the united front and trade union
unity adopted in their time by the
leaders of the trade unions of Ger-
many and Austria? There is no dif-
ference whatscever.

The leaders of all the sections
of the Amsterdam International are
carrying through the same policy
as that of the trade union leaders
of Germany and Austria. The work-
ers should draw a logical conclu-
sion, ie., consequently the results
will he the same. This is whal
every worker should think over. And

when the leaders of his trade union
pass decisions to the effect that
the revolutionary trade unions
should be liquidated, every worker
not only has the right but must
ask: “What for? For what pur-
pose? Of what use will this be
to the workers?”

The Amsterdam International in
Weymouth proposed to the R.IL.U.
that it liquidate itself. Why? If
the biggest section of the Amster-
dam Internaional — the German
trade unions—went bankrupt, does
this mean that the R. I. L. U. be
liquidated? It seems that the R. I.
L. U. should be liquidated to en-
able the Amsterdam International
to carry on its old policy, ie. to
lead the working masses along the
Austrian-German path, with more
freedom than heretofore. It is
losing one’s head, indeed, to make
such kind of proposals. Anyone
who expects that a single person
could be found in the R. I. L. U.
who would follow the advice of the
leaders of the Amsterdam Interna-
tional has no head at all on his
shoulders. It would be best of all
if the leaders of the reformist
unions stopped talking about dis-
solving the revolutionary trade
unions and liquidating the R. I, I..
U, for nothing will come of such
talk except chagrin for the re-
formist leaders.

The revolutionary tmade unions
and the R. I. L. U, for many vears
have been proposing seriously and
without any secret purpose to build
a unified trade union movement in
every country and to create later on
international trade union unity on
this basis. Herein lies the essence
of the entire policy of the Red In-
ternational of Labor Unions. But,
the leaders of the reformist trade
Unions are saying that the RIL.U.
and its sections do not stop their
criticism while proposing unity,
that they do not discontinue their
struggle against reformism and the
reformist policy and tactic. First
of all, the R. I. L. U. and its sec-
tions have openly declared many
times that they are ready to stop
their attacks on the leaders of tiiose
reformist organizations which come
out together with us in a united
front of struggle against the bour-
geoisie. The R. I. L.U. and its sec-
tions have never conducted a strug-
gle against the workers organized
in the reformist trade unions. They
have always been struggling against
the reformist volicy and tactics car-
ried through by the leaders of the
reformist unions, which is far from
being one and the same thing.

The workers of all tendencies have
sufficient reasons now for march-
ing side by side and shoulder to
shoulder in the struggle against
their class enemies. The offensive
on the living standards of the
working class is going on. Fascism
is bringing unheard of misery to
the broadest working masses, re-
action raised its head in all coun-
tries. The R. I. L. U. and its sec-
tions have been proposing to all
the reformist trade unions to fight
together to raise the living stand-
ards of the working class, against
fascism, for freedom of the workers’
organizations, etc. Every joint ac-
tion in this flield is an enormous
gain for the working class.

Why are the leaders of the Am-
sterdam International, the leaders
the trade unions of Great Britain,
of France, Sweden, Denmark and
Czechoslovakia, opposed to the
united front? All this can be ex-
plained quite simply. If they build
a united front with the revolution-
ary workers, it will make it diffi-
cult for them to carry through a!
policy of collaboration with the!
bourgeoisje. A united front between |
the revolutionary and reformist |
trade unions aims at joint action
against the bourgeoisie and a re- |
jection of the united front means
unwillingness to come out against |
the bourgeoisie. Thousands of fac's '
can be given as an illustration of |
this statement. This is what every
worker should seriously think over.

After the smashing of the Ger-
man and Austrian trade unions the
Amsterdam International lost over

one third of its membership and so
it is natural that it is anxious to
make up for its losses by trying to
win over those national centres
which were outside the Amsterdam
International. The American Feder-
ation of Labor, the Norwegian
Trade Union Federation, etc. are
among such centres. The Norwe-
gian trade unions are going to settle
the question of affiliation to the
Amsterdam International in the
nearest future. Three tendencies
are at war inside the Norwegian
trade uniohs. One is in favor of
affiliation to the Amsterdam Inter-
national, the other is for affiliation
to the R. I. L. U. and the third
wishes to remain outside both the
internationals and to take the ini-
tiative of building a unified, inter-
national trade union movement. In
its letter to the Norweglan Trade
Union Federation the executive
bureau of the R. I. L. U. expresses
its readiness to support the Nor-
wegian trade unions provided they
engage in the struggle for interna-
tional trade union unity. The offi-
cial organ of the Norwegian so-
clalists, 1. e. the “Arbeiter Blatt”
advices Moscow “to go to Paris.”
It advises the revolutionary trade
unions to pour into the reformist
trade unions. But this kind ad-
vice was already given in Wey-
mouth and it will hardly become
more convincing after being
translated into Norwegian. If the
Norwegian trade unions are relly
eager to build trade union unity,
and the “Arbeiter Blatt” states that
this is their intention, they have an
excellent opportunity to take the
initiative, to elect a special com-
mittee for contacts, to establish con-
tact with the Amsterdam Interna-
tional and the R. I. L. U. and to dis-
play activity in this sphere. But the
R. I. L. U. needs no advice in the
spirit of Weymouth.

The members of the reformist and
revolutionary trade unions demand
unity. The workers are right. A
unified trade union movement is not
only imperative, but also possible.
It is Imperative because it will
strengthen the fighting capacity of
the working class. It is possible
because the revolutionary trade
unions do not make any in-
acceptable demands to the reformist
trade unions. The revolutionary
trade unions are anxious to organize
a joint struggle for the raising of
the living standards of the working
class, against fascism, for freedom
of the workers’ organizations,
workers’ press, ete. Trade union
unity is possible because we openly
say what this unity is for, on what
basis it is to be built and of what
use it will be to the working class.
We do not deceive anybody. We
state our aims and tasks openly. As
a rule we are accused of maneuver-
ing when we propose the united
front and trade union unity.

We answer to this: YES, IT IS A
MANMUVER AGAINST THE
BOURGEOISI: BUT IT IS NOT
A MANEUVER ACAINST THE
WORKING CLASS, for it is in the
interests of the broadest toiling
masses. Refuse to struggle against
class collaboration, stop the strug-
gle against reformism, and then
unity will be restored rapldly—say}

the leaders of the reformist trade
unions. But the struggle against |
class collaboration would be an'
abandonment of our views, it would’
mean treachery to the cause of the:
working class. We will never stop|
the struggle against class collabora-'
tion. The revolutionary workers
cannot promise and will never prom-
isce to give up the struggle againsti
reformism. They wish to confine the !
struggle to the limits of trade union
democracy. We want to have the
right to express our views within a;
unified trade union organization
We

want the

in South China, for despite oc-
casional successes, the Nationalist
troops appear to be no nearer the
achievement of their task than they
were at the beginning. In fact,
there is every likelihood of the
present campaign resulting in a
strengthening of the Communist
regime. . .

“Szechuan (province) appears to
be wide open, for town after town
is apparently falling to the retreat-
ing Reds, who are meeting with
practically no resistance in their
march to safety. The refuge, when
won, will be worth having from
every point of view. In the first
place the province is easlly de-
fended. . . Communists already hold
a considerable section of this
province—which {s larger than
Japan—and the threatened inva-
sion, if it actually comes about [and
there is nothing that can stop it
now—H, G.] will almost certainly
result in the entire province turning
Communist. It is also more
probzble that the province (with
70,000,000 inhabitants) will be on
the side of the invaders, who have a
far better record as administrators
than have the Szechuan militarists.”

- * *

HE Japan Weekly Chronicle, goas

on at great length to tell of the
mineral and other wealth of Sze-
chuan province and of how well
suited it is for Soviet rule and for
resistance to military drives of
Chiang Kai Shek.

“The Foreign Press,” a news sheet
published weekly for the Associa=
tion of Foreign Press Correspon=
dents, in its issue of Dec. 3 (No.
24) has a very interesting review of
the best-seller in Germany. Mr,
Gareth Jones, former secretary to
Lloyd George, now on his way to
Japan, stated that when he was
in Germany he discovered that the
book by H. W. von Doemming,
“What Does Japan Want?” was the
most widely pushed book in the
Nazi bookstores.

L * L

THE book praises the role of Jap-

anese imperialism as a spear-
head against the Soviet Union and
for the domination of China. The
prospect of war arises, says Herr
Doemming, in Japan’s drive through
Manchukuo closer and closer
toward the Soviet border. Doem-
ming tries to convince his German
readers that in such a war victory
over the Soviet Union would be a
certainty. This does not exactly
coincide with the latest news in the
New York Times, which has a head-
line on Dec. 13 reading: “Russia’s
Strength Held Bar to Attack by
Japan unaided. Statesman in
Geneva Believes Tokyo Won't Act
Without Positive Western Help.”

It is to get this “positive Western
help” that is the aim of Dcemming's
book. That help has already been
promised by Fascist Germany,
which is deluding the Nazi followers
about the easy victory that Japan
could gain in the East over the
Soviet Union.

.
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E political situation in Cuba is

sharpening to a point where
there is little doubt that new armed
clashes will soon take place. In
the first instance, the Mendieta-
Batista government has ordered its
troops to march against the peasant
Soviets in Realengo 18, Oriente
vrovince. At the same time, various
fascist groups in Cuba are battling
one another. Mendieta is trying a
Machado stunt. He is supposed to
leave office soon, if no elections ara
held. And no elections are planned.
The top fascist bandits are fighting
over who shall serve the yankes im=
perialism, not alone, of course, for
the glory , but for the great profit
in it for them. Batista’s fascist
gangsters invade the office of “Ac-
cion,” organ of another Fascist
group, the A B. C., and administer
doses of castor oil to them. But this
oil wiil nol scoth the troubled polie
tical waters.

acceptable? We believe that these
conditions are acceptable to every
worker. They are in keeping with
his interests, they are a guarantee
to the worker that his unified trade

thaving a definite program and tasks. ' union organization will wage a
social-democratic, |

struggle against the employers and

communist and anarchist workers to will in the course of the exchange

have the right to

|

express their op- of opinions work, K out the correct
jinions of the basic aims and tasks ' msthods for the overthrow of the

of the working class and of the|rule of capital. This is why we are
methods of achieving these aims, |for the united front, for trade union
within the framework of a unified | unity on a national and internae
trade union organization. Is this in- | tional scale.



