fhe hole world. -

) February, 1919, a committee ot
textxle strikers - from Lawrence’, pro-

d tnﬂCoohd:ge, then Goyernor,
the savage[ brutality., of -the
mounted! police ini the strike. On
Feb. 18th’ this Comhxttee sought an
audtence nvith - Gov:rnor Coolidge to
hy before Him the hlghhanded con-
duct of the Lawrence city authonuesi
in rcfusmg the workers the right; to:
hold ‘parades and’ meetings; the but
’commxtted by the Cossacks,

; Thg Governor Coohdge, gi ed,
ven ‘to see tlus committee of work-
efs. - His.answer was merely an act]
of  hesping insult: upon mjury in so
far ag the striking workers. were con-
C rned Coolidge said -that the matter
.g'ranhng permission to -parade was
éntirely in the hands of local: author—
ities,” His~Jetter. went on -ih the
familiar strai of the capitalist sancti-
fiers of the law and order of profits:
“If the police- have assaulted any
rsons Without warrant of law,the
matter should be brought. to the at-
tention of the criminal court,; The:
results which you ‘will sechre from.
the great war and from your resi-
denée‘ i America will ‘be exaétly
Mt yoi desire to make them, It
is'my desire ‘that each ditizen ” of:

ported to'the extént of ~thie B
-the COmmonwealth in his right
to' pursue a lawful occupation., 1
trust that you will co-operate v\pth
e - duly’ constituted authorities ' of
the city, state and nation to this end."
.. ‘Thns did the aspiring Governor tell’
he- workers to look for solace irom
the very courts that swung the heavy
club of m;uncnons against them, and

us did: Coolidge plainly tell the
5 nkmg workers that they should
shut up and put up, as a matter of,
gramude to the country, with the
Governmeént acting as a protecior of
e “lawful” occupatmn of strike-
breakmg

*  The Boston Police ‘Strike -

Many hberals, semi-Socialists and
$0-called "Socialists ~have, sincé the
dscendancy of Coolidge to the Exec-
utive Chair of the .Presidency, passed
gleepless nights pbadering the legal,
formal résponsibility of Coolidge in
the 1919, Boston Police Strike. These
dovers of:the pure truth of the law
arid adamdant adherents " of 'abstract
justice, whatever that may be, have
been saying that it's all a lie, that
Caolidge ‘never did break the strike
pf police, that he'is getting away
ith credit which is-hot due him, anad
tbat he has therefore been “made by
myth ”

‘All of this might be splendid 3tuft
for ‘fliing the columns for the Jiberal
'lhbles while the reactionary press
rejoicing at the advent of a sworn
¢nemy of ‘the workmg class into the
dominating position of. the Govern-
meént. A brief analysis of the Boston
lice Strike shows that' Coolidge
a5 the man ‘behind the guns: and
that. whatever - stnkebreakmg was
done he must be given the discredit
for it. Liet us turn to the now famous
Boston City Dotument Number 108,

made by~ the “citizens’” committee
appointed’ by Mayor Peters. :

‘The Police Departmert of Boston
is part of the State and not part of-
the: -municipal Government. : The
Police Commissioner is appom(cd by
and responsible to the Governor, In
August. 1919, the Boston policemen
begani to talk strike because of the
wretched conditions and low pay to
hich . they were subjected.  The
police began to ‘talk of aﬂ’:lxatmg
their orgamzatlon with the American
Federationt of Labor in order to rally
the maximum support of Organized

oner was strike -talk in“the air jthan
oolidge’ hastencd to - assure. the]
Mayor-and Police Commxssxoner of*

is- suppost.. Apropos of this phass

August 27, 1923, said;
“But long 'before the strike' the
vernor: told the police com-
raissioner: that he would back him
absolutely in his enforcement of the
‘gulauons of the -service and - the.
o_f ‘the - Commonwealth. . He

co'iﬁmanding position . before .
The busmess g

-Armory; there they were held at the

“cialg n(nmednately in charge could get

James J. Storrow of the internation:

% Rope -Co., the -Essex 'Co.,
‘banks Morse Co., Frzmkhn Founda-

. the Executive Committee of the .Un-

“Patrick A. O’ Connell,

i pames

Thgs s the report on the police strike

bor behind them in their fight! No {}. '

of ‘the- strike, : Barron's ‘Weekly for :

S AN
- “The Unemployed sean

ed well supphed thh money—from a
source which should be investigated. Several were drunk.—
Daily Paper. L

.
THALAE]

|

ally. for drill, and quartered them at
the South Aymory and the Cadet
call of the proper officer. The offi-
the’ Goyernor, the Attorney General,
the  Governor's secrctary, in five
mmutes by telephone.”

When' it appeared that trouble was
in the.air the . Police Commisioner
pinned his faith in Herbert Parker
as his counsel to answer the attacks
of the policemen. This Mr. Parker,
it is interesting to note, was formerly
a State Attorncy General, an iritimate
friend. of Coolidge, and a graduéte
‘of the same school. of corrupt vicious
politics headed by the Iate Senator
Murrday Crane,

What is more, when Mayor Peters
appointed his “Citizens' Committee”
to make a report on the strike situa-
tion he picked those bankers and big
business men closest to Coohdgc 50
that all would work smoothly in the
process of impartial.investigation. At
the head of this Commiitteé stood

all'y known banking firm of Lee, Hig-
ginson and Co.” Mr. Storrow is also,
a dxrgcter,anmafﬁcer of the. Calumbia:
the  Fait-

tion, Galveston Houston Electric Co.,
La Fayette Motors Co., Nash Motors
Co., Railway and Light Securities Co.,-
Springfield Railway Co.. United
States Smelting, Refining and Manu-
facturing Co., W. H. McElwain &
Co., and Wm. Underwoad & Co.
Among his associates ‘were such
powerful bankers and manufacturers
high in the confidence of Coolidge as
George E. Brock,- President of the
Home Savings Bank and Director of
the Boylston National Bank of Bos-
ton, Market Trust Co., and the New
‘England Mutual, Life Insurance Co.;
Mr, B. Preston Clark, director of B.
C. Clark and Co., Treasurer, Co-
hasset Water Co., Vice-Pres., Ply-
mouth Cordage Co., and member of

ited States Smelting, Refining and
Manufacturing Co.; John R. Macom-
ber, a director of at least seven bank-
ing and commercial organizations;
a director of
at < least - eight banking and com-
mercial organizations; James J.
Phelan, of Hornblower and Weeks,
and an officer of banks, lumber com-
insurance, and frust com-
pames, A. C. Ratshgsky. the well-
known Boston banket; and Fred S.
Snyder of the Boston Chaniber of
Commierte and banker,

Coolidge's game here was to wait
for the.decisive moment and then hit
hard. Says the Report of the Com-
mittee: “In justice to.the Governor
it should be stated that at all times
he assured rhe members of your
committee that.whenever called upon
for a military force he would procure
sufficient men—if. they could be
secured—+-to maintain law and-order.”

When the local constituted author-
ities_had done all they could, Cool-
idge came in to clean up. He forth.
with issued his order calling out the
entire State Guard of Massachusetts
and assumed full authority of the
strike situation as Commander in
Chief of-the State forces. The strike
was broken thru the display and em-
ployment oi the mxlxtary forces.

‘ed them,

1 :dgc.

‘among the workers that on July 21,

Then Coohdgé followed up his
strong-arm, istrikebreaking tacucs "by
denying the pohcemcn even the
limited right to organize that the
Bankers (itizens' Committee accord-
Ip his reply to Gompérs
seeking a reinstatement of the strik-
ing policemen Coolidge said:

“There is fio right to strike against
the public s’lafety by anybody, any-
where, at any time. I shall suppost
the Cémmisdxoner in the =xecuthn of
law and orde

It was- thls browbeatmg amtudc
of Coolidge that wads responsible for
the local authorities refusing to re-

instate the. pohccmen who had struck. |

It was this dictatonal procedure, on
the part of .Coolidge that uprooted
even the faunjtcst semblance of organ-
ization that the Bankers’ Committce
would -allowithe men.

Because M the policy of the mailed
fist purt;ued by Coolidge, the big
capitalists from codst to coast placed
laurels on lhm and sang his praise
to the tune bf “Thank God for Cool-
The employers rejoiced and|
thei'workers gnashed their teeth, It
was, Coolidge’s. \myucldmg hostility
ta umonism that made ‘him-a nationzi]
hero of thefenenties of labor.

Workers Know Coolidge as Enemy’

In cxplaQnmg his refusal to re-]
instate tHe policemen Coolxdge
boasted: !

“There i§ an obligation to forgive, |
but it does ‘not extend to the un-
rcpentant. {To. give them aid and
comfort is to support their evil doing
and to become an accessory before
the fact. A government which does|
that; is a reproach to ali civilization{
and wﬂl saon have on its hands the|
blood of it citizens. I have reqstcd
and propose to continue in resistance
to stuich action.”

Such bitter hatred did this revenge-
ful attitude of Coolidge engender

1920, the Executive Board of the
Boston Telephone Operators’ Union
voted, in spdoial session, not to part-
icipate in .@ny - Labor Day parade
which was to be reviewed by the
Governor. The workers expressly
stated that they took this atmude
because of Coohdge s conduct in the
police strike.

The capitalists on the other hand
forthwith showed their appreciation
of the strikébreaking services.rend-
ered them by the President. At the
Massachusetts State Convention of
the Republlcan Party a special ré-
solution lam}mg Coolidge was passed
on October, 4, 1919. During the
sessions of thc Republican National.
Convention jin 1920 “Big Business”
paid its tnbute to him. Gov. Mor-
row, of Keéntucky, was chosen to
notify Coolidge of his nomination as
Vice-Presidént. It is interesting to
note that this Governor Morrow is
himself a strikebreaker of the first
order. He made his reputatlon in the
following mianner, indicated by a
telegram sent to the late President
Harding by Representative Herman
Q. Thompson on February 5, 1922:°

“Govcrnor Morrow has sent troops
to our tawh, shooting and killing
men and wojnern. Please act.”

It was indeed fine strategy to have
a man who has used tanks and ma-|
chine guns to mow down stnkmg
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political ‘and economic histo

und Radicalism”;

Front, But Separate Orgamzatlons.

Wxthm the Socialist Party

This pamphlet of 48 pagesfd&.;als
of the'
giveés 4 clear exposition of the attacks levelled! against the workers by
the capitalist class, the Open Shop Drive against the Unions,
.agamst the Communists, and- the struggles- af- the ‘workers'to stem ‘the
tide against wage reductions and the offensive agamst their_ unions. -
Chapters are as follows: The Working Class in Dangér; “Under-
Political - Development: from 1920-to 1923; The’
bor :Spy; The Socialist; Party—-Two Wings Wllthout a Body, Umted‘ :

Price, 10 cents--§ ‘or more, -7 ents
WORKERS PARTY, 799 Brcadway, NE

‘Debs and All Honest Workers

-

"PEPPER

‘with- the past four years of the
workers. of the United ‘States.. It |}

the attacks

Fmally.;
| anthyacite; *
‘President | C«;ohdgc is pursumg the

| tion

yston Bankcrs,,that
He had, :in. an: ad-
artmouth Alurani,
:Labor to keep in
| not live without

‘per cent. i
ay at;onfrpnted w:th thc

" coal’’ . miner's strike,

’¢ followed in the
. -His first step.
) His seccond
the, ncarcst local
! “every possibility
of avoxdmg a. strike, Then he will
step in as, the hero of the hour and
by a great fanfarc and military dis-
play and threat, to. use force and
“violence he will’ ahompt to cajole :hc1
strikers, mto submission.
Faﬂmg m threats Coolidge will not
hesitate to pit, all the military and
judicial and ﬁnancml resouyces of thé
most powerful stgxkcbrcakmg Gov-
eriument on carth against the workers
strugghng for unprovcd conditions.
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Steel BoSses of Nova
Scotia - ui Effort to
Break Trade Unions

By JOHN A, N A McRURY

(Staff Correspondeﬁt Federated
Press and “The Worker”)

SYDNEY, Nova Scotia.—Having

preventcd the ~ steelworkers from
gaining a 20 per-cent wage.increase,
the British Emptre Steel Corporanon
is workmg for the destruction. of
their union. Having blacklisted the
best union mien the corporation
thinks this’ is an opportune time to
organize a "co operatwe plan -of
employes repr seutatxon, in other
words; 4° compdify-inion is going to
‘be formed %o smash the steelworkers’
union, Twice during’ the past year
‘the company hag tried to get the men
to accept this plan, but has failed.
A fund, calléd the Nova Scotia
Workcrs Defense {und, has -been
started to assist the blacklisted min-
‘ers and steelworkers, who are dis.
criminated against for actjvities dur-
ling the stecl-coal strike of July and
August. This fund is also used to
- défray court charges of a score af
workers that are being tried. The
entire trade union movement has
been circularized and $2,500 has
already been contributed.

Lettwk to the Editor

Ex-Soldier Wanta to Know
Editor, The Worker: I would like
to become acquaintéd more fully with
the Communist program, and also
know where I could find an English
local of the Workers Party.

An ex-soldier, and one-time mem-
ber of the American Legion, I be-
gan thinking for myself as a resalt
of associating with members of the
I. W! W. on a trip thru the North-
west. I returned to New York, and
for two years have been an ardent
advocate for parliamentary Social-
ism, (Due tg my individual agitation
activities T ‘have found jt hard to
keep steadily employed.) :

But as' I note that the attempt to
be “respectable”. on the part of -So-
cialist and so-called social- democratic
and Labor Parties of the various
nations robs_ them of their’ revolu-
tionary working class character, and
that they tend to.begome mere petty
bourgeois reformist movements, I am
beginning to feel that the working
class cannot emancipate itself thru
the ¢onquesy of political .machinery
of Capxtahsm "For such a conquest
would not'injure the power of the
capitalist class — economically — and
their control apd. credit jvould still
leave thent the means to. destroy any
effort to' establish Socialism.” And to
‘this end they would use Direct Ac-
(paid mercenaries,; etc.), i
‘necessary. So, with other' reasons, |
 have comc to the ccmclusxon that
"only bv completely abolishing the
power of our capitalist masters
| FIRST, and setting up our, Govern:
-mental machinery on ENTIRELY
DIFFERENT Lines to.}govern 2
 working class republic, with cullective
control and' ownefship of produc-
tion, et. al -AFTERWARD,  car
the, workers permanenﬂy estabsfsh
thelr owil regxmc

“If I 'am in lin€ with the gommgmst
“nosition I would like to e of service
to the movement.s P. F. 8, N.Y.C
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